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THE  I>UBLIC  LANDS. 


BAILJtOAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  FIUNG-INBEMNITY  SEi:ECTION. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  et  al.  n.  John  O.  Miller, 

4 

A  prima  facie  valid  pre-emptioD  filing  of  record  at  the  date  when  a  railroad  grant 
takes  effect  excludes  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

The  right  to  select  a  particular  tract  as  indemnity  can  not  be  recognized  if  the  loss 
for  which  indemnity  is  claimed  is  not  specifically  designated. 

Secretary  Kohle  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  1, 

1890. 

The  SE.  i  of  NE.  i  and  the  KB.  i  of  SE.  |  of  section  19,  T.  131  K, 
B.  40  W.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  are  within  the  granted  limits  of  the 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  company  and  also  within 
the  indemnity  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  company. 

The  rights  of  the  former  company  (as  stated  by  your  office)  attached 
December  19, 1871,  and  a  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter  was 
ordered  by  your  office  letter  of  December  26, 1871,  received  at  the  local 
office  January  6, 1872. 

On  November  24, 187  L,  Jens  Anderson  filed  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  alleging  settlement  the  same  day  upon  the  land  described. 

On  January  30, 1884,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  applied  to  select 
the  said  land.  Its  application  was  rejected  at  the  local  office  and  the 
said  company  appealed. 

On  April  8, 1884,^  John  O.  Miller,  alleging  that  the  filing  of  Ander- 
son had  excepted  the  land  from  the  grant  to  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Ry.,  made  homestead  application  for  the  same. 

Thereupon  a  hearing,  at  which  the  applicant  and  the  company  last 
named  were  represented  by  counsel,  was  had  at  the  local  office  on  May 
16, 1884. 

On  the  same  day  the  local  officers  found  from  the  testimony  that  An- 
derson had  made  settlement,  built  a  house,  and  resided  upon  the  land 
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and  that  his  claim  being  '^  capable  of  being  perfected  at  the  time  the 
railroad  grant  took  effect"  excepted  the  land  therefrom. 

From  this  ruling  an  appeal  was  taken  by  the  attorney  for  the  com- 
pany. 

On  September  16, 1885,  your  office  held  that  Anderson's  filing  ex- 
cepted the  land  from  the  grant  to  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Mani- 
toba Co.,  and  also  that  the  same  '^  is  not  subject  to  selection  as  indemnity 
by  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  because  one  company  cannot  go  into 
the  granted  limits  of  another  for  indemnity  lands." 

From  the  foregoing  both  of  the  said  companies  have  appealed. 

At  the  date  when  as  stated,  the  rights  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
and  Manitoba  company  attached,  Anderson's  filing  was  of  record  and 
prima  facie  valid.  It,  therefore,  operated  to  except  the  tract  from  the 
grant  to  that  company.  Malone  v.  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (7 
L.  D.,  13);  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  company  v.  Stovenour,  decided 
June  7, 1890,  (10  L.  D.,  645). 

The  claim  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  company  to  a  right  to 
select  the  tract  involved  is  based  upon  the  thiitl  section  of  its  granting 
act  (July  2,  1864, 13  Stats.,  365),  which  provides  that  whenever  prior 
to  the  definite  location  of  its  line  of  road 

any  of  said  (granted)  sections  or  parts  of  sections  shall  have  been  granted,  sold,  re- 
served, occupied  by  homestead  settlers  or  pre-empted  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other 
lands  shall  be  selected  in  lieu  thereof  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  alternate  sections  and  designated  by  odd  numbers  not  more  than  tenmilea 
beyond  the  limits  of  said  (granted)  alternate  sections. 

The  loss  to  its  grant  in  the  manner  prescribed  of  a  tract  or  tracts  of 
land  corresponding  to  those  which  it  claims  as  indemnity  is,  under  the 
stated  provisions  of  its  grant,  an  essential  to  the  right  of  the  company 
to  so  select. 

That  such  losses  should  first  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  land 
department,  is  obvious,  for  otherwise  the  indemnity  claimed  therefor 
could  not  properly  be  selected  under  the  "  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior"  or  in  other  words,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  1864^ 
supra.  I 

By  circular  approved  August  4,  1885,  (4  L.  D.,  90),  the  various  local 
officers  were  instructed  as  follows: 

Before  admitting  railroad  indemnity  selections  in  any  case  you  will  require  pre- 
liminary lists  to  be  filed  specifying  the  particular  deficiencies  for  which  indemnity  is 
claimed  and  in  cases  where  indemnity  selections  have  heretofore  been  made  without 
specification  of  losses  you  will  require  the  companies  to  designate  the  deficiencies 
for  which  such  indemnity  is  to  be  applied  before  further  selections  are  allowed. 

The  particular  loss  in  lieu  of  which  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad 
company  seeks  to  select  the  land  in  question  is  not  showu  by  the  record 
before  me  and  I  am  advised  by  your  office  that  it  has  failed  to  designate 
the  same. 

The  said  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  is  accordingly 
denied. 
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The  homestead  application  of  Miller,  if  in  other  respects  regular,  will 
therefore  be  allowed. 

The  action  of  your  office  in  rejecting  the  respective  claims  of  the 
said  companies  to  the  land  described,  is  for  the  reasons  stated  hereby 
affirmed. 


FINAL  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS— TRANSFEREE. 

John  Hilden  et  al. 

Where  nocanae  is  shown  for  failure  to  anbinit  final  proof  on  the  day  fixed  therefor, 
bat  BQch  proof  is  accepted  by  the  local  office,  the  defect  may  be  cared  by  refer- 
ence to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication. 

A  transferee  in  good  faith  may  be  accorded  an  opportunity  to  show  the  qualification 
of  the  pre-emptor. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  July  1,  1800. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Daniel  F.  Law,  transferee,  from  your 
office  decision  of  October  0,  1888,  holding  the  pre-emption  entry  of  John 
Hilden  for  cancellation. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  5th  day  of  Angust,  1881,  John  Hilden 
filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  E.  J  SE.  J,  of  Sec.  12,  T.  8  S.,  R. 
41  E.,  and  lots  3  and  4,  Sec.  7,  T.  8  S.,  42  E.,  B.  M.,  in  the  local  land 
office  at  Oxford,  Idaho,  alleging  settlement  on  the  26th  day  of  July,  1881. 

Jnly  21,  1882,  notice  was  given  that  claimant  would  make  his  final 
proof  before  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  United  States  court  at  Soda  Springs, 
on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1882.  Said  proof  bears  date  August28, 1882, 
and  shows  the  claimant  to  be  a  single  man  twenty-nine  years  of  age  and 
naturalized  ;  that  settlement  was  made  on  the  Ian  1  July  26, 1881,  and 
that  he  built  a  house  and  corral  thereon.  Value  of  the  improvements 
$200.  It  also  shows  that  actual  residence  was  established  on  the  land 
in  August,  1881,  and  was  continuous  thereafter  to  date  of  proof.  No 
description  of  the  house  is  given. 

As  to  the  quantity  of  land  broken  and  cultivated,  he  answered  ^<  seven- 
ty-five acres,"  and  says  it  was  used  for  cutting  hay.  His  witnesses  say 
that  the  laud  was  used  for  <^  pasturage  and  for  cutting  hay." 

His  proof  was  approved  by  the  local  office  and  the  usual  certificate 
of  purchase  given. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1884,  your  office  suspended  the  entry  and  re- 
quired him  to  submit  supplementary  proof  of  "record  evidence"  show, 
ing  him  to  be  a  naturalized  citizen,  or  to  have  declared  his  intention  to 
become  such. 

June  11. 1884,  the  local  office  reported  to  your  office  that  he  had  been 
notified  that  he  was  required  to  furnish  the  record  evidence  required 
and  notice  returned  "  Hilden  left  the  country,"  that  his  attorney  was 
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also  notified  aud  stated  in  reply  that  Hilden  bad  <'  left  for  parts  un- 
known." 

Jaly  27,  1885,  yoar  office  requested  of  the  local  office  an  immediate 
report  showing  what  action  had  been  taken  by  the  local  office  and  claim- 
ant. 

August  3, 1885,  the  local  office  reported  to  your  office  that  "  neither 
Johu  Hilden  nor  the  present  claimant  to  the  land  by  purchase— Daniel 
F.  Law — have  taken  any  action  in  compliance  with  said  requirement.'' 
With  said  report  .the  local  office  also  transmitted  two  letters  of  David 
D.  Wright,  written  to  the  local  office.  In  one  of  said  letters,  bearing  date 
July  13;  1884,  he  states  that  ^'  Daniel  F.  Law,  the  present  occupant  and 
owner  (by  purchase  from  Hilden)  of  said  tract  was  by  me  duly  notified 
as  i>er  request  in  your  letter."  ISaid  report  of  the  local  office  further 
shows  that  "said  David  D.  Wright,  as  deputy  clerk  United  States 
court,  was  the  officer  before  whom  John  Hilden  had  made  final  proof 
in  the  case." 

March  31,  1887,  your  office  suspended  the  entry  for  the  reason  that 
the  proof  was  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  published  notice  which 
fixed  the  time  for  making  final  proof  for  August  25,  and  proof  was  made 
August  28,  1S82,  and  required  claimant  to  make  "new  publication  and 
new  proof,"  and  to  furnish  the  record  evidence  of  naturalization  or  de- 
claration of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  allowed  ninety  days  to  comply  with  or  appeal  from  your  said 
decision. 

August  1,  1887,  the  local  office  reported  to  your  office  that  notice  of 
the  requirements  of  your  letter  of  March  31,  1887,  was  mailed  by  regis- 
tered letter  to  the  claimant  and  his  receipt  therefor,  bearing  date  April 
21, 1887,  was  returned  to  your  office,  and  reported  "  no  action  has  been 
taken,  ninety-five  daj's  having  expired  from  date  of  mailing." 

By  your  office  decision  of  October  9, 1888,  you  held  the  entry  for  can- 
cellation giving  sixty  days  for  appeal. 

November  21, 1888,  the  local  office  reported  notice  addressed  to  claim- 
ant returned  "  unclaimed  "  aud  also  that  the  local  officers  had  been  in- 
formed that  Hilden  is,  and  has  been  confined,  in  the  asylum  for  the 
insane. 

March  6,  1889,  your  office  directed  the  local  office  to  notify  Daniel  F. 
Law,  present  owner,  of  your  decision  of  October  9,  18S8,  holding  said 
entry  for  cancellation  and  allowing  him  sixty  days  for  appeal  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary. 

Daniel  F,  Law  appeals  from  your  office  decision  of  October  9,  18S8. 

On  January  20, 1890,  you  transmitted  to  this  Department  an  applica- 
tion of  appellant  for  modification  of  your  decision  holding  the  entry  for 
cancellation,  in  so  far  as  the  requirement  to  furnish  new  proof  is  con- 
cerned, but  proposing  to  transmit*  a  copy  of  the  naturalization  papers 
of  Hilden.  The  reason  assigned  for  the  non  compliance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  your  office  is  that  Hilden  had  been  confined  in  the  Insane 
Asylum  of  Idaho  for  some  eighteen  months  prior  to  December  16, 1889, 
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when  he  was  discharged  as  shown  by  the  affidavit  of  the  medical  saper- 
intendent  of  the  asylam. 

One  of  the  questions  arising  apon  the  record  in  this  case  is  apon  your 
requirement  of  October  9, 1888,  requiring  new  notice  and  new  proof  for 
the  reason  the  proof  on  file  was  taken  three  days  subsequent  to  the 
time  designated  in  the  published  notice.  Where  the  officers  of  the  local 
office  have  accepted  the  proof,  and  where  no  cause  is  shown  for  the 
delay,  as  in  this  case,  th^en  the  defect  may  be  ciired  by  reference  to  the 
board  of  equitable  adjudication,  under  section  nine  of  final  proof  rules, 
dated  July  17,  1889  (9  L.  D,,  123). 

See  Elias  Rosenthal  (10  L.  D.,  596). 

The  other  question  in  the  case  relates  to  the  right  of  appellant  to 
furnish  the  necessary  proof  as  to  citizenship  of  the  entryman  and  while 
I  am  not  willing  to  sanction  the  laches  as  shown  on  the  part  of  the  ap- 
pellant, yet  in  view  of  the  insanity  of  the  pre-emptor  as  shown,  and  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  in  the  case,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
appellant  should  have  an  opportunity  to  furnish  the  proof  required  by 
law  as  to  citizenship  of  the  preemptor;  and  under  the  circumstances, 
the  appellant  should  show  by  affidavit  the  facts  and  circumstances  con- 
nected with  his  purchase  of  the  lauds. 

You  will,  therefore,  direct  that  the  transferee,  or  claimant  be  required 
to  furnish  supplemental  proof  within  sixty  days  from  notice  hereof, 
showing  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  law  as 
to  the  citizenship  of  the  entryman,  and  also  the  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  the  purchase  by,  and  transfer  of  the  lands  to  appellant 
Daniel  F.  Law. 

You  will  readjudicate  the  case  upon  the  receipt  of  such  new  evidence* 
In  case  of  a  failure  to  comply  herewith  in  the  time  named,  the  entry 
will  be  canceled. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


CONTEST—COMPLIANCE  WITH  LAW  PRIOR  TO  NOTICE. 

Anderson  v.  Bullock. 
I 

f  the  entrytnaa  prior  to  service  of  Dotice  in  good  faith  cures  his  default,  the  contest 

must  be  dismissed. 
Actnal  knowledge  of  an  impending  contest  will  not  prejudice  the  claimant  if  his 

subsequeut  compliance  with  law  is  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  bona  fide  intent. 
No  preference  right  can  be  acquired  under  a  contest  begun  and  prosecuted  for  other 

purposes  than  in  good  faith  to  acquire  title  to  the  land. 

Secrisjtary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  July 

] ,  1890. 

Tliis  Department,  by  decision  of  June  11,  1888,  affirmed  the  decision 
of  your  office  in  the  case  of  Lee  W.  Anderson  r.  Percy  Pullock,  hold- 
ing for  cancellation  the  latter's  timber  culture  entry  No.  8208,  for  the 
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NW.  J  of  Sec.  15,  T.  110,  R.  65,  Huron  district,  Dakota.    After  notice 
of  said  decision.  Bullock  duly  tiled  a  motion  for  review  and  rehearing. 

The  entry  was  made  April  1,  1882,  and  Anderson  initiated  a  contest 
April  2,  1883,  the  day  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  of  the  entry. 
The  ground  of  the  contest  wavS,  that  Bullock  had  failed  "  to  break  or 
cause  to  be  broken  five  acres  within  a  year  from  making  said  entry.'' 

Notice  was  not  issued  on  this  contest  until  August  28,  1883,  and 
service  thereof  was  made  on  Bullock  October  18,  of  that  year. 

Leaving  the  question  of  the  bona  fides  of  the  entryman  out  of  the 
consideration  of  this  case,  I  think  this  motion  for  review  must  be  sus- 
tained, for  the  reason  that  it  seems  that  the  fact  relative  to  the  claimant 
curing  his  laches  after  the  time  of  the  contest,  and  before  notice  thereof 
was  served  upon  him^  has  been*  entirely  overlooked  in  the  former  adju- 
dications in  this  case.  It  is  conceded  that,  while  the  contest  was 
initiated  April  2,  1883,  notice  thereof  w.as  not  served  on  Bullock  until 
October  18,  1883,  long  after  the  default  set  up  in  the  contest  had  been 
cured.    In  the  case  of  Scott  v.  King  (9  L.  D.,  299),  it  is  held  that — 

The  fact  of  compliance  with  law  after  affidavit  of  contest  is  filed  and  before  legal 
notice  thereof,  goes  to  the  weight,  and  not  to  the  admissibility,  of  the  testimony, 

and 

actual  knowledge  of  an  Impending  contest  will  not  prejudice  the  claimant,  if  his 
subsequent  compliance  with  the  law  is  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  bona  fide  intent. 

It  does  not  appear  that  claimant  had  knowledge  of  the  contest  the 
latter  part  of  April,  1883,  when  Anderson  completed  the  breaking.  It 
is  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department  that  where  the  entryman,  prior 
to  service  of  notice  of  contest  upon  him  in  good  faith  cures  his  laches, 
that  the  contest  must  be  dismissed.  (Stay ton  v.  Carroll,  7  L.D.,  198 ; 
Hunter  r.  Ilaynes,  ib.,  8;  St.  John  v.  Raff,  8  L.D.,  552.) 

In  consideration,  however,  of  the  fact  that  Anderson,  as  successful 
contestant,  has  been  permitted,  since  the  departmental  decision,  to  make 
timber  culture  entry  of  the  land,  you  are  instructed,  in  order  that  he 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  show  cause  why  said  entry  should  not 
be  canceled,  to  direct  the  local  officers  to  order  a  hearing  to  be  had 
thirty  days  after  notice  thereof  is  served  upon  the  parties.  At  this 
hearing  any  further  testimony  that  can  be  had  relating  to  the  validity 
of  Bullock's  entry  and  particularly  to  the  charge  set  up  in  the  affidavit 
of  contest  may  be  submitted,  and,  also,  testimomy  bearing  upon  the 
charges  contained  in  a  corroborated  affidavit  filed  by  Bullock  with  his 
motion  for  review,  to  the  effect  that  Anderson  offered  on  several  occa- 
sions to  dismiss  his  contest  for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  and  also  pro- 
posed that,  if  Bullock  would  give  up  his  claim,  he  (Anderson)  would 
sell  the  land  and  divide  the  proceeds  with  him.  If  these  charges  are 
true,  the  contest  of  Anderson  wotild  appear  to  have  been  begun  and 
prosecuted  for  other  purposes  than  in  good  faith  to  acquire  title  to  this 
tract.  In  either  case,  Anderson  could  acquire  no  preference  right  of 
entry  by  his  contest.    (Dayton  v.  Dayton,  8  L.  D.,  248.) 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  7 

PRE-EMPTIOX  ENTRY— TIMBER  LANDS. 

George  ET.  Hegeman. 

The  acqnisitioQ  of  title  uuder  the  pre-emptioQ  law  to  lands  chiefly  valaable  for  tim- 
ber, can  only  be  permitted  when  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant  is  clearly  mani- 
fest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Gommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  2,  1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  George  H.*Hegeuian  from  your  office  decision 
of  March  13,  1889,  rejecting  bis  proof  for  the  SB.  J  Sec.  22,  T.  16  N., 
R.  4  W.,  Vancouver,  Washington,  made  in  support  of  bis  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  filed  June  11,  1888,  alleging  settlement  the  8th* 
upon  tbe  tract  named. 

His  declaratory  statement  was  filed  simultaneously  with  tbe  like  fil- 
ings of  George  Ellis,  William  L.  Horner  and  Louis  F.  Toellner,  who 
also  alleged  settlement  June  8,  1888,  upon  the  NE.  J,  the  SW.  J  and 
tbeNW.  ^  of  said  section  22,  respectively. 

Proofs  under  said  filings  were  made  by  Toellner  and  Ellis,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1888,  and  by  Horner  and  the  claimant  (Hegeman)  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  Ghehalis  county, 
and  in  each  instance  two  of  the  parties  named  testified  as  witnesses  to 
the  proof  submitted. 

These  proofs  were  as  shown  by  the  register's  endorsement  rejected  at 
the  local  office  September  20, 1888,  for  failure  to  show  sufficient  resi- 
dence, cultivation  and  improvement. 

The  appeals  of  the  several  parties  named  were  forwarded  with  a  letter 
dated  February  5,  1889,  wherein  the  local  officers  set  out  that  the  said 
section  was  "densely  timbered  and  more  valuable  now  for  its  timber  than 
for  any  other  purpose,"  that  the  said  filings  bad  been  made  *'  upon  the 
8trength"of  a  telegram  asking  if  said  section  was  vacant,  sent  tbe 
local  office  by  "  J.  C.  Ellis  of  Olympia,  a  wealthy  logger,''  tbe  day  pre- 
ceding the  date  of  said  settlements  (June  8,  1888),  that  the  same  were 
made  under  the  supervision  of  Geo.  G.  Israel,  a  close  friend  and  legal 
adviser  of  J.  G.  Ellis,  a  person  who  bad  been  "  reported  guilty  of  un- 
professional conduct  relating  to  public  lands." 

Hegeman's  proof  set  out  that  he  was  a  single  man  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  that  he  made  actual  settlement  on  the  land  June  16, 1888,  when 
he  bailt  a  house  and  cleared  one  and  a  half  acres,  that  his  residence, 
established  the  same  day,  had  been  continuous,  that  his  improvements 
valued  at  $320  comprised  a  log  house  twelve  by  sixteen  feet  with  shake 
roof  and  board  floor,  woodshed,  roa<l,  and  one  and  a  half  acres  prepared 
for  crop  and  that  the  tract  contains  aJbout  one  million  feet  of  fir  timber. 

Along  with  his  appeal,  tbe  appellant  Hegeman  files  an  affidavit  made 
by  J.  0.  Ellis,  April  4, 1890,  setting  out  that  he  had  as  an  act  of  friend- 
ship sent  said  telegram  at  the  request  of  his  nephew  George  Ellis,  then 
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in  his  employ  and  that  he  '^  was  not  at  that  or  at  any  other  time  inter- 
ested directly  or  indirectly  in  above  said  land." 

The  record  shows  the  tract  involved  to  be  chiefly  valuable  for  timber. 
This  being  so,  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant  should  be  clearly  shown 
before  he  can  be  allowed  to  acquire  the  same  under  the  preemption 
law.  Daniel  R.  Mcintosh  (8  L.  D.,  641);  State  of  California  v,  Scvoy 
(9  L.  D.,  139). 

That  the  claimant's  good  faith  is  not  clearly  shown  is,  I  think,  mani- 
fest. His  proof  showing  meager  improvements  was  made  within  about 
the  briefest  permissible  period  follo^iog  the  initiation  of  his  claim,  and 
when  considered  with  the  surrounding  circumstances,  in  the  light  of 
which  his  good  faith  must  be  determined,  fails  to  satisfactorily  show 
that  he  went  on  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  a  bona  fide  com- 
pliance with  the  pre-emption  law. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


MINING  CLAIM  — STATUTORY  EXPENDITURE  — ADVERSE  RIGHTS - 

REVIEW. 

Nichols  et  al.  v.  Becker. 

Failure  to  prosecute  an  adverse  claim,  or  in  other  manner  assert  a  right  against  a 

known  pending  application  is  conclusive  as  against  the  existence  of  such  right. 
The  individual  rights  of  au  applicant  are  not  waived  by  his  executing^  as  president 

of  a  mining  company,  an  agreement  wherein  certain  interests  adverse  to  said 

company  are  recognized. 
The  action  of  the  Department,  on  an  application  for  a  mineral  patent,  can  not  be 

controlled  by  judicial  proceedings  instituted  outside  of  the  authority  of  section 

2326  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Where  several  claims  are  embraced  within  one  application,  the  annual  work  required 

by  statute  may  be  done  on  one  of  such  claims  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  claims 

included  within  said  application. 
Specifications  of  error,  on  motion  for  review,  must  be  definite,  and  clearly  set  forth 

the  particular  facts  or  issues  on  which  a  ruling  is  desired. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  2, 

1890. 

This  is  a  motion  by  William  H.  Nichols,  Joseph  M.  Marshall  and 
John  Truan  for  review  of  a  decision  of  this  Department,  rendered  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1889,  in  the  case  of  William  H.  Nichols  et  aU  v.  Theodore  H. 
Becker,  involving  the  latter's  application  for  patent  under  the  mining 
laws,  for  certain  claims  on  what  is  known  as  the  "  Bates  lode,"  situated 
in  Gregory  mining  district,  Gilpin  county,  Colorado. 

The  decision  complained  of  is  a -formal  affirmance  by  the  Department 
of  a  decision  rendered  by  your  office  December  7,  1887,  adverse  to 
Nichols,  et  al.  upon  ftn  appeal  by  them  from  a  decision  of  the  local  offi- 
cers, also  adverse  to  them,  in  the  matter  of  their  protest  against  the 
issue  of  patent  to  Becker  for  the  premises  in  question. 
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Au  iDtelligent  coDsideration  of  the  present  motion,  in  view  of  the 
numeroas  errors  assigned,  seems  to  require  that  a  fall  history  of  the 
case  be  given  from  the  oatset. 

It  appears  that,  on  October  3,  1868,  Theodore  H.  Becker  filed  in  the 
local  office  at  Central  City,  Colorado,  his  application  (No.  73)  for  patent 
under  the  mining  act  of  July  26,  1865  (14  Stat.,  251),  for  three  hundred 
linear  feet  of  the  Bates  lode,  known  and  described  as  claims  Kos.  3,  4 
and  5  on  said  lode,  accompanied  by  a  diagram  and  notice  of  his  claim, 
and  by  his  statement  that  he  had  ^^  occupied  and  improved  the  said  lode 
according  to  the  local  customs  and  rules  of  miners''  in  that  district,  and 
bad  ^'expended  in  actual  labor  and  improvements  thereon  an  amount 
not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars."  The  required  notice  of  his  claim 
was  posted  and  published  for  the  full  period  of  ninety  days. 

On  October  28,  1868,  one  Lewis  B.  Johnson  filed  an  adverse  claim  to 
the  property  in  question. 

On  January  6,  1869,  one  O.  J.  Goldrick  filed  an  adverse  claim  for  the 
same  property,  but  withdrew  it  on  May  29,  following. 

On  June  3, 1869,  the  Rocky  Mountain  Gold  Mining  Company,  by  G. 
E.  Randolph,  its  attorney,  filed  certain  papers  purporting  to  be  an  ad- 
verse claim  to  said  property ;  but  because  of  insufficiency  in  the  matter  , 
of  certain  departmental  requirements,  no  record  was  ever  made  of  Ihe 
same. 

On  January  2, 1880,  the  adverse  claim  of  Lewis  E.  Johnson  was  with- 
drawn by  his  attorney,  and  on  the  same  day  Becker  submitted  proofs 
in  support  of  his  application,  whereupon  the  register  issued  his  certifi- 
cate to  the  surveyor-general  to  the  effect  that  Becker  was  entitled  to  a 
survey  of  his  claim.  The  surveyor-general,  on  January  8, 1880,  granted 
the  applieation,  and  designated  the  survey  as  'No.  579. 

On  February  17,  1880,  the  local  officers  received  from  the  surveyor- 
general  an  approved  plat  of  mineral  survey  No.  556,  for  two  hundred 
and  twenty-three  linear  feet  on  the  Bates  lode,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  applicants  therefor  were  William  H.  Nichols,  John  Truan  and 
Joseph  M.  Marshall.  The  next  day,  Becker  presented  a  protest  against 
the  filing  of  any  application  by  Nichols  and  others  for  the  premises  de- 
scribed in  such  survey,  setting  forth  the  pendency  of  his  own  appliea 
tion,  and  alleging  a  conflict  between  his  claim  and  such  survey,  and  that 
no  application  by  Nichols  and  others  could  be  legally  filed  while  his 
previous  application  is  pending  and  undetermined. 

On  February  20, 1880,  Nichols  and  others  presented  an  application  for 
patent  for  the  claim  covered  by  said  survey  No.  556,  and  asked  that  the 
same  be  filed.  The  local  officers  rejected  the  application  on  the  day  of 
its  presentation  because  of  the  pendency  of  Becker's  application  cover- 
ing the  same  premises. 

Nichols  and  others,  on  February  24,  1880,  filed  an  appeal.  On  the 
same  day  they  presented  an<l  filed  certain  affidavits  in  the  nature  of  a 
protest  against  the  application  of  Becker,  charging  that  no  work  had 
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been  done  or  improvements  made  on  his  claim  by  any  of  the  former 
owners  thereof,  or  by  anybody,  for  the  period  of  "  at  least  live  years  last 
past",  and  that  the  same  had  been  forfeited  and  wholly  and  totally 
abandoned. 

On  March  19,  1880,  your  office  having  previously  received  from  the 
local  officers  the  appeal  and  affidavits  aforesaid,  instructed  them  to  sus- 
pend further  action  on  Becker's  application,  and  to  transmit  all  the 
papers  relating  to  the  case  in  order  that  it  might  be  determined  whether 
a  hearing  should  be  had  on  the  question  of  abandonment  as  raised  by 
said  affidavits.  The  surveyor-general  was  also  instructed  to  withhold  his 
approval  of  the  final  survey  of  Becker's  claim  until  further  orders.  The 
papers  thus  called  for  were  transmitted  March  26,  1880. 

On  July  8, 18S0,  ^our  predecessor,  Commissioner  Williamson,  having 
considered  the  case  on  appeal,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers 
in  rejecting  the  application  of  Nichols  and  others,  and  held  that,  inas- 
much as  their  claim  was  not  asserted  during  the  period  of  publication 
of  notice  of  Becker's  application,  it  "  was  invalid  and  of  no  avail,"  could 
not  in  any  sense  be  considered  an  adverse  claim,  and  could  not  there- 
fore have  the  effect  to  suspend  proceedings  under  Becker's  claim.  The 
appeal  was  thereupon  dismissed.  Upon  consideration  of  the  affidavits 
transmitted  with  the  appeal,  however,  the  Commissioner,  by  virtue  of 
the  supervisory  powers  in  him  vested,  ordered  that  a  heariog  be  had  to 
determine  the  question  of  Becker's  alleged  abandonment.  From  this 
decision,  which  passed  upon  and  denied  the  validity  of  the  claim  of 
Nichols  and  others,  no  appeal  was  taken. 

The  hearing  thus  ordered  took  place  before  the  local  officers.  It  was 
commenced  in  August,  1880.  Various  continuances  were  had  by  stip- 
ulation of  the  parties,  and  the  hearing  was  not  completed  until  January, 
1886,  after  your  office  had,  by  letter  of  October. 16,  1885,  specially  in- 
structed the  local  officers  that  the  same  must  be  proceeded  with  to  a 
speedy  conclusion.  This  long  delay  occurred  apparently  without  objec- 
tion from  either  party. 

On  January  28, 1886,  the  local  officers  made  their  finding  in  the  case. 
It  is  as  follows: 

HaviDg  carefully  examined  and  considered  all  the  testimony  taken  before  this  office, 
and  all  the  evidence  snbmitt^  and  filed  in  this  case,  it  is  our  joint  opinion,  that, 
aaid  Nichols,  tt  al,  have  failed  to  prove,  as  alleged  by  them,  that  the  premises  in  con- 
troversy '  have  been  long  abandoned,  and  no  work  done  thereon  by  said  applicant', 
but  on  the  contrary,  said  applicant  has  shown  that  he  has  never  failed  to  perform  his 
annual  assessment  work  on  said  claims  embraced  in  his  application  for  patent  N^o.  73, 
filed  in  this  office  October  3,  1868. 

Prom  this  finding  Nichols  and  others  filed  an  appeal  February  20, 
1886,  and  on  June  1,  following,  their  attorney  forwarded  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  a  lengthy  statement  in  writing,  signed 
by  Nichols,  Truan  and  Marshall,  and  sworn  to  by  Marshall,  which  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  protest  against  the  application  of  Becker,  accompanied 
by  a  motion  that  the  same  be  dismissed.    On  June  17,  1886,  the  Com- 
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missioDer  acknowledged  receipt  of  said  protest,  stating  that  it  would 
be  taken  up  and  considered  wben  the  case  was  reached  in  its  regular 
order,  for  action  on  the  appeal  from  the  finding  of  the  local  officers. 
The  matters  alleged  in  said  protest  need  not  be  here  stated.  While  the 
appeal  was  pending,  additional  documentary  evidence  was  filed  by  both 
parties,  presumably  under  rule  72  of  Practice. 

On  December  7,  1887,  j-our  office,  after  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  affirmed  the  finding  of  the  local  officers,  and  rel 
ative  to  the  motion  to  dismiss,  based  ui)on  the  protest  aforesaid,  it 
was  stated  that  inasmuch  as  said  motion  ^Mnvolves  the  same  points 
raised  by  the  appeal  considered  herein,  it  is  therefore  denied." 

This  is  the  decision,  which  qn  further  appeal  by  Nichols  and  others, 
was  formally  affirmed  by  the  decision  now  complained  of. 

Numerous  errors  (seventeen  in  all)  are  alleged  in  the  motion  for 
review,  which  upon  examination  are  found  to  involve  considerable  repe- 
tition of  substantially  the  same  subject  matter  of  complaint.  Stripped 
of  such  repetition,  and  of  unnecessary  verbiage,  the  allegations  are,  in 
effect,  that  the  Department  erred  in  sustaining  the  decision  of  your 
office  in  Ihe  following  iiarticulars,  viz  : 

I.  In  finding  that  Becker's  title  is  traceable  by  a  regular  chain  of 
conveyances  from  the  original  locators,  who  located  claim  No.  three  in 
1859,  and  claims  four  and  five  in  February,  1860. 

II.  In  finding  that  Becker,  at  any  time,  had  title  to  the  premises  in 
dispute,  either  by  location,  conveyance,  possession,  or  otherwise. 

III.  In  failing  to  consider  the  conveyance  made  in  1864  by  Leigh  ton 
and  Starbuck  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Gold  Mining  Company,  and 
other  evidence  showing  that  company's  ownership,  exclusive  posses- 
sion and  occupation  of  the  property  in  dispute,  and  of  its  extensive  im- 
provements thereon. 

lY.  In  finding  that  the  annual  work  required  by  statute  was  done  on 
the  property  for  the  year  1878. 

V.  In  failing  to  find  that  the  property  in  dispute  had  been,  by  all 
former  claimants  of  the  same,  or  of  any  portion  thereof,  wholly  aban- 
doned prior  to  the  year  1878,  and  that  work  had  not  been  resumed 
thereon  prior  to  the  relocation  by  Nichols  and  others  in  1879. 

YI.  In  failing  to  consider  as  eV^idence  in  the  case  a  judgment  rendered 
in  1885  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  the  eflfect  that  the  pos- 
sessory title  to  the  property  in  dispute  was  not  in  Becker,  and  in  refns- 
ingto  recognize  that  judgment  as  binding  against  Becker. 

VII.  In  not  holding  that  upon  the  admitted  facts  Becker's  claim  does 
not  fall  "  within  the  statute  under  which  it  was  wrongfully  asserted." 

YIIL  In  failing  to  recognize  the  agreement  in  writing,  made  in  1871, 
between  the  Rocky  Mountain  Gold  Mining  Company  and  the  Union 
Gold  Mining  Company,  to  which  Becker  was  a  party,  as  conclusive 
against  him ;  and  in  considering  testimony  taken  after  the  execution  of 
said  agreement,  for  the  purpose  of  contradicting  its  terms. 
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IX.  <'  In  failing  to  consider  material  facts  established  by  the  evidence, 
and  to  decide  material  issues  involved  in  the  record,  fairly  presented  by 
the  evidence  and  the  record." 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  hearing  ordered  in  this  case  was  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  determining  the  single  question  of  abandonment,  raised 
by  the  affidavits  theretofore  filed  by  Nichols  and  others,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  the  alleged  errors  as  above  set  forth  relate  in  great  measure 
to  matters  not  involved  in  said  hearing,  and  which  are  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  issue  therein  presented.  And  in  view  of  the  further  fact  that  no 
appeal  was  ever  taken  by  Nichols  and  others  from  your  office  decision 
of  July  8,  1880,  which  rejected  their  claim  as  invalid,  and  expressly  rec- 
ognized the  validity  and  regularity  of  Becker's  claim  in  all  respects, 
except  only  as  to  the  charge  of  abandonment,  it  is  not  seen  how,  upou 
aAy  reasonable  claim  of  right  or  justice,  matters  which  are  not  pertinent 
to  the  issue  joined  upon  that  charge,  can  now  be  urged  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Department,  with  avail  to  the  present  protestauts  against 
Becker's  claim. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  all  the  various  complaints  set  forth  in  the 
motion  for  review,  herein  substantially  stated  as  aforesaid,  have  been 
insisted  upon  with  the  greatest  persistency  by  counsel  for  Nichols  and 
others,  accompanied  by  the  charge,  made  with  apparent  freeness,  that 
the  case  has  never  been  heretofore  properly  considered,  it  has  been  de- 
termined, for  these  reasons  alone,  and  not  because  of  any  recognized 
right  in  the  parties  complaining  to  demand  it,  to  review  the  case  upon 
all  such  matters,  whether  deemed  pertinent  to  the  issue  tried  at  the 
hearing  or  not. 

The  abstract  of  title  and  title  papers  filed  by  Becker,  show  that  by 
deed  from  Richard  Sopris  and  William  M.  Slaughter,  partners  as  Sopris 
and  Slaughter,  successors  to  Allen,  Slaughter  and  Company,  dated  De- 
cember 21, 1860,  there  was  conveyed  to  Becker  "  Two  claims  (one  hun- 
dred feet  each)  and  a  fraction  of  sixty  feet  on  the  Bates  lode,  being  the 
wholeof  number  one  (1)  and  two  (2)  and  a  fraction  of  number  three  south- 
west of  the  discovery ; "  that  by  two  several  deeds  dated,  respectively, 
July  11,  and  July  12, 1867,  said  William  M.  Slaughter  and  Richard  Sopris 
conveyed  to  Becker  their  respective  interests  in  the  remaining  forty  feet 
of  said  claim  No.  3 ;  that  on  February  25, 1860,  Blenney  and  Clay  placed 
of  record,  under  the  local  rules  and  regulations  then  existing  in  said 
mining  district,  their  preemption,  covering  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
of  said  Bates  lode,  being  part  of  claims  4  and  5,  and  on  November  3, 
1861,  conveyed  the  same  to  one  C.  R.  Bissell ;  that  said  Bissell  had  a 
miner's  pre-emption  covering  claimNo.  5  of  saiid  Bates  lode,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  placed  on  record  November  20,  1862 ;  that  by  deed 
dated  July  26,  1862,  Bissell  conveyed  to  Wesley  Bowling  two  hundred 
feet  of  said  Bates  lode  (being  claims  4  and  o) ;  that  by  deed  dated  March 
18j  1863,  Bowling  conveyed  the  same  to  Joseph  Kenyon  ;  and  that  by 
deed  dated  October  1,  1868,  Kenyon  conveyed  the  same  to  Theodore  H. 
Becker. 
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It  is  thas  seen  that  Becker's  title  papers  cover  the  whole  of  claims 
three,  four  and  Ave :  that  a  portion  of  claim  three  was  conveyed  to  hioi 
in  1860,  and  the  remainder  in  1867,  and  that  claims  four  and  five  were 
conveyed  to  him  in  October,  1868,  just  two  days  prior  to  filing  his  appli- 
cation for  patent. 

It  is  stated  in  an  affidavit  of  said  Richard  Sopris  filed  in  the  record 
that  the  Bates  lode  was  discovered  in  1859^  that  affiant  and  his  asso- 
ciates, Slaughter  and  Allen,  in  May,  1859,  located  and  staked  off  three 
hundred  feet  of  said  lode,  being  claims  Nos.  one,  two  and  three  south 
west  of  the  discovery;  that  they  commenced  work  thereon  immediately 
and  held  peaceable  possession  thereof  until  they  sold  and  conveyed  the 
same  to  Becker  in  1860  and  1867 ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  discover^^  of 
the  Bates  lode  and  the  location  of  said  claims  Nos.  one,  two  and  three, 
there  were  no  local  laws,  rules  or  regnlations  in  the  Gregory  mining 
district  requiring  a  record  t^  be  made  of  such  discovery  and  location  ; 
that  in  July,  1859,  affiant  presided  Vit  the  first  miners'  meeting  ever  held 
in  said  district,  at  which  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  (transcript  of 
which  is  furnished)  providing  that  ^^all  claims  may  be  recorded,  if  the 
owners  see  fit;  but  no  claim  which  is  being  worked  shall  be  obliged  to 
be  recorded;"  that  affiant  knows  William  E.  Blenney  and  H.  M.  Clay 
claimed  Nos.  four  and  five  of  said  Bates  lode,  lying  just  west  of  and  ad- 
joining the  claims  of  affiant  and  his  associates.  The  statements  of  this 
affidavit  stand  uncontradicted.  They  show  that  No.  three  was  worked 
and  possession  thereof  held  by  its  locators,  Sopris,  Slaughter  and  Allen, 
until  they  sold  to  Becker,  whereby  a  record  of  their  claim  was  made 
unnecessary  under  the  local  rules  then  prevailing.  It  has  been  already 
shown  that  Nos.  four  and  five  were  covered  by  claims  dulj^  recorded. 
The  resolution  referred  to  providing  that  claims  which  were  being 
worked  need  not  be  recorded,  would  seem  to  imply  that,  if  recorded, 
sufficient  notice  thereof  would  thereby  be  given,  under  the  law  at  that 
date,  though  not  being  worked. 

But  it  is  objected  that  the  ownership  of  this  property  was  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Gold  Mining  Company,  and  a  deed  to  that  company  from  John 
Leighton  and  William  M.  Starbuck,  dated  March  19, 1864,  purporting 
to  convey  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  of  the  Bates  lode,  *' being 
the  property  originally  pre-empted  by  Clay  and  Blenney,"  is  filed  in  the 
record,  and  testimony  is  introduced  tending  to  show  possession  and  oc- 
cupation of  the  property  in  dispute,  by  that  company  under  said  deed, 
and  that  the  company  erected  extensive  and  valuable  improvements 
thereon  during  the  time  of  such  possession. 

As  to  said  alleged  deed  of  conveyance,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
was  not  made  until  after  the  property  ha<l  been  conveyed  by  Clay  and 
Blenney  to  Bissell,  and  by  Bissell  to  Bowling,  and  by  Bowling  to  Ken- 
yon,  who  subsequently  conveyed  to  Becker,  and  it  could  not,  therefore? 
operate  to  pass  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Com])any  any  title,  so  far  as  this 
record  shows,  as  against,  or  superior  to,  that  purchased  by  Becker. 
And  all  contention  herein,  based  upon  the  alleged  occupation  and  im- 
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provement  of  the  property  by  the  Eocky  Mountain  Company  must  be 
set  at  rest  by  the  fact  that  said  company,  with  full  knowledge  of  Beck- 
er's application,  never  attempted  to  prosecute  an  adverse  claim,  or  in 
any  other  manner  to  assert  its.  right,  if  any  it  had  or  claimed,  as  against 
Becker.  Its  attorney  filed  a  notice  of  claim  in  1869,  but  without  any 
proof,  abandoned  it  and  never  afterwards  moved  in  the  premises.  The 
inference  clearly  is  that  said  company  acknowledged  Becker's  superior 
claim,  and  was  content  not  to  assail  it. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  specifications  of  error  are  thus  disposed 
of.  Passing  the  fourth  and  fifbh  for  the  present,  notice  will  be  next  taken 
of  the  sixth.  It  is  here  complained  that  proper  consideration  has  not 
been  given  to  a  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Colorado,  rendered  in  1885,  in  a  certain  ejectment  suit  then 
pending  therein  in  the  name  of  the  Bates-Hunter  Consolidated  Mining 
Company  against  said  Ni^^hols  and  others,  the  object  of  which  was  to  try 
the  right  of  possession  to  the  property  in  question.  The  judgment  was 
based  upon  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in  favor  of  the  defendants  in  said  suit ; 
and  the  plaintiff,  being  the  assignee  of  Becker,  it  is  contended  that  such 
judgment  is  binding  upon  him  and  conclusive  against  his  claim  to  the 
property. 

This  contention,  in  my  judgment,  cannot  be  sustained.  In  the  first 
place,  the  suit  referred  to  was  not  a  proceeding  instituted  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  2336  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  there- 
fore no  judgment  rendered  therein,  whatever  it  might  be,  could  in  any 
way  bind  the  Land  Department  or  control  its  action  in  this  case.  This 
case  must  be  decided  upon  the  record  here  presented.  The  verdict  of 
the  jury  in  that  suit  was  based  upon  the  evidence  produced  at  the  trial 
in  court,  a  portion  of  which  only  is  filed  in  this  record. 

But  again,  the  judgment  rendered  upon  the  verdict  was  afterwards 
set  aside  under  a  special  statute  of  Colorado  (Bev.  Stats.,  Colo.,  1868, 
ch.  27,  sec.  26),  and  a  new  trial  ordered.  Under  this  statute  the  de- 
feated party  was  entitled  to  a  new  trial  as  a  matter  of  right.  (Vance 
17.  Schuyler,  1  Gilm.  160).  Before  the  new  trial  was  had,  the  plaintiff 
appeared  in  court  and  dismissed  its  suit.  There  is  now,  therefore,  no 
judgment  of  the  court  to  bind  anybody. 

The  seventh  alleged  error  (which  is  the  twelfth  in  the  original  assign- 
ment by  counsel)  is  that  upon  the  admitted  facts  Becker's  claim  is  not 
"  within  the  statute  under  which  it  was  wrongfully  asserted. "  This  al- 
legation is  too  general  and  indefinite  to  admit  of  intelligent  consideration. 
No  conceded  facts  are  pointed  out  in  support  of  the  assertion  that 
Becker's  claim  is  not  within  the  statute,  nor  is  attention  called  to  any- 
thing in  the  record  tending  to  show  that  such  claim  was  ^^  wrongfully 
asserted  "  thereunder. 

The  same  criticism  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  ninth  alleged  error. 
It  is  equally  indefinite  and  can  in  no  reasonable  sense  be  termed  a 
^'  specification  "  of  error.    It  is  wholly  insufficient  in  a  motion  for  review 
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to  simply  allege  failare  'Ho  consider  material  facts  established  by  the 
ev^idence, ''  or  failure  "  to  decide  material  issues  involved  in  therecord,  ^ 
without  specifying  the  particular  facts  or  issues  with  reference  to  which 
consideration  is  sought  for  a  ruling  desired.  The  grounds  of  error 
should  be  clearly  and  specifically  set  forth.  (Geo.  W.  Macey,  et  ah  6  L. 
D.,  781 :  Long  v.  Knotts,  6  L.  D.,  150;  Albert  H.  Corn  well,  9  L.  D.,  340  ^ 
Brighter  al  v,  Elkhorn  Mining  Go.  id.  503). 

Gomplaint  is  made  in  the  eighth  item  of  alleged  error  that  effect  has  not 
been  given  to  the  agreement  in  writing,  made  in  1871,  between  the 
Bocky  Mountain  Gold  Mining  Company  and  the  Union  Gold  Mining 
Company,  relating  in  part  to  the  property  now  in  dispute.    A  copy  of 
this  agreement  is  on  file  in  the  record.    It  is  signed  by  George  E.  Ran- 
dolph as  attorney  in  fact  for  the  Bocky  Mountain  Company,  and  by 
Theodore  H.  Becker  as  President  of  the  Union  Gold  Mining  Company. 
Prior  to  its  execution,  certain  controversies  had  arisen  between  said 
companies  relative  to  their  mining  operations  on  the  Bates  lode.    By 
the  agreement  it  was  provided,  to  the  end  that  such  controversies  might 
be  amicably  settled  and  a  permanent  boundary  line  established  between 
the  contending  parties,  that  the  west  line  of  claim  No.  three  should  be 
established  as  such  boundary  line;  and  the  respective  agents  of  such 
companies  were  authorized  to  make  and  did  make  quitclaim  deeds  from 
each  to  the  other,  in  conformity  with  such  agreement.     This  agreement 
g^ave  to  the  Union  Company  whatever  rights  theEocky  Mountain  Com- 
pany had,  if  any,  to  that  part  of  the  Bates  lode  lying  east  of  the  west 
line  of  No.  three,  and  to  the  Bocky  Mountain  Company  whatever  rights^ 
the  Union  Company  had,  if  any,  to  that  part  of  said  lode  lying  west  of 
the  west  line  of  No.  three.    It  is  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  Becker 
signed  said  agreement  as  President  of  the  Union  Company,  he  is  for 
that  reason  estopped  from  asserting  in  this  case  any  individual  right  or 
title  to  claims  four  and  five,  they  being  west  of^the  boundary  line  thereby 
established.    Though  this  contention  has  been  most  strenuously  per- 
sisted  in  by  counsel,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  conceive  of  any  principle  of 
law  or  force  of  reasoning  upon  which  it  can  be  sustained.    The  agree- 
ment was  signed  by  Becker,  not  in  his  individual  capacity,  but  as  the 
executive  officer  of  the  Union  Company.     While  it  is  binding  upon  the 
company,  it  can  in  no  sense  be  considered  as  in  any  manner  affecting 
the  individual  rights  of  Becker,  if  any  he  had,  to  the  property  which 
was  the  subject  matter  thereof.    By  it  the  Union  Company  surrendered 
to  the  Bocky  Mountain  Company  only  such  rights  as  it  had^  if  any,  to 
claims  Nos.  four  and  five.    If  it  in  fact  had  any  rights  to  surrender,  and 
they  were  then  known,  or  afterwards  proved  to  be  inferior  to  the  indi- 
vidual rights  of  Becker,  his  signature  to  the  agreement  as  President  of 
the  Company  was  not  an  act  which  could  operate  to  estop  him  from 
afterwards  asserting  his  individual  rights  as  against  any  claim  of  the 
Bocky  Mountain  Company  based  upon  said  agreement.    The  statements 
in  said  agreement,  apparently  recognizing  some  sort  of  claim  in  the 
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llocky  Moantaia  Oompany  to  Nos.  foar  and  five  at  the  date  of  its  execa- 
tion,  are  not  the  statements  or  admissions  of  Becker,  as  claimed  by  coun- 
sel, but  of  the  Union  Company,  and  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  such  ad- 
missions, if  such  they  be,  cannot  bind  Becker  in  his  individual  capacity. 

But  in  addition  to  this  it  clearly  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the 
case  that  both  said  companies,  at  the  time  said  agreement  was  made, 
had  full  knowledge  of  Becker's  claim  of  title  to  ifos.  three,  four  and 
five,  and  that  it  was  not  intended  by  said  agreement  to  in  any  way 
compromise  his  individual  rights  in  the  premises,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  then  and  there  understood  by  all  parties  that  he  should  proceed 
to  perfect  his  title  by  obtaining  patent  under  his  application  filed  Octo- 
ber 3, 1868.  This  was  testified  to  by  Becker  at  the  hearing,  and  he 
also  testified  that  the  Uhion  Company  never  had  or  claimed  to  have 
any  title  to  any  part  of  Nos.  three,  four  and  five,  nor  any  interest 
therein  hostile  to  his. 

Becker's  testimony  is  fully  corroborated  by  afladavits  filed  in  the 
record  of  George  H.  Potts  and  George  B.  Satterlee,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  trustee  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  Company  when  said  agreement 
was  made.  It  is  shown  by  these  affidavits  that,  prior  to  the  execution 
of  the  agreement,  Becker,  on  several  occasions,  notified  the  Kocky 
Mountain  Company  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  property  described  in 
therein,  and  exhibited  to  its  attorneys  his  title  papers  to  claims  three, 
four  and  five;  that  said  agreement  was  signed  with  the  understanding 
that  it  should  in  no  wise  afifect  Becker's  individual  claim  to  the  property, 
the  sole  object  thereof  being  to  settle  the  controversies  then  existing 
between  said  companies;  that  Becker,  at  the  time,  gave  notice  of  his 
pending  application  for  patent  for  claims  three,  four  and  five,  and  it 
was  further  agreed  between  said  companies  that  their  said  settlement 
should  in  no  manner  afifect  the  riglits  of  Becker  under  his  said  applica- 
tion. 

It  is  objected  that  this  evidence  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
contradicting  the  terms  of  said  agreement,  and  for  that  reason  Is  inad- 
missible. There  is,  however,  nothing  in  the  testimony  that  tends  in 
the  least  to  vary  or  contradict  the  agreement.  It  shows  the  circum- 
stances attending  its  execution  and  was  introduced  as  explanatory  of 
Its  provisions,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  contradicting  its  terms.  It  is 
clearly  admissible.  (I  Greenl.  sees.  277-282-28G-295  »;  Thorington  v. 
Smith,  8  Wall.,  1;  M.  &  M.  R'y  Co.  v.  Jnrey,  111  IT.  S.,  584;  United 
States  V.  Peck,  102  U.  S.,  64 ;  Keed  v.  Insurance  Co.  95  U.  S.,  23 ;  Canal 
Co.  V.  Hill,  15  Wall.  94).  In  view  thereof,  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever,  in  my  judgment,  for  the  contention  of  counsel  in  respect  to 
said  agreement. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  fourth  and  fifth  assignments  of  error, 
as  above  stated.  Herein  is  involved  the  real  gist  of  the  only  present 
legitimate  controversy  in  this  case.  It  is  alleged  that  the  Department 
erred  in  finding  that  the  annual  work  required  by  statute  was  done  on 
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the  property  in  1878 ;  and  in  not  finding  that  the  property  was  wholly 
abandoned  by  Becker  prior  to  1878,  and  that  work  was  not  resumed 
thereon  until  after  the  relocation  by  Nichols  and  others  in  1879. 

Upon  this  question  there  is  some  conflict  in  the  testimony,  but  the  re- 
spective decisions  heretofore  rendered  by  the  local  officers,  by  your 
office,  and  by  this  Department  have  all  been  in  favor  of  Becker.  After 
a  careful  review  of  the  whole  record  in  the  case,  I  see  no  reason  for  re- 
versing these  uniform  rulings.  The  conflict  referred  to  is  rather  appar- 
ent than  real,  and  the  evidence  in  my  opinion  fully  justifies  the  finding 
of  the  local  officers,  which  has  been  affirmed  throughout.  The  testi- 
mony for  protestants  is  uncertain  in  character,  being  positive  only  to  the 
extent  that  the  witness  knew  of  no  work  being  done  on  claims  three, 
four  and  five  during  the  year  1878  by  Becker  or  by  any  one  for  him, 
while  a  number  of  witnesses  for  Becker  testify  positively  that  work  was 
done  on  the  claims  for  every  year,  of  the  alleged  abandonment,  and  that 
the  work  was  done  for  Becker,  and  at  his  expense.  The  claims  were 
worked  underground  and  it  is  not  at  all  singular  that  the  required 
amount  of  work  should  have  been  done  without  being  observed  by  the 
witnesses  for  protestants.  True,. the  work  was  done  principally  on 
claim  No.  three,  one  witness  only  testifying  that  he  worked  on  No.  four, 
during  the  time  (1878)  of  the  alleged  abandonment:  but  the  work  was 
done  for  all  the  claims  (Nos.  three,  four  and  five)  included  in  Becker's 
application.  This  was  in  every  respect  a  compliance  with  the  statute. 
Smelting  Company  v.  Kemp  (104  U.  S.,  636-653) ;  Chambers  v.  Harring- 
ton (111  TJ.  S.,  350)  5  Good  Return  Mining  Company  (4  L.  D.,  221);  8. 
F.  Mackie  (5  L.  D.,  199-201).  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  in  the  con- 
tention that  the  annual  assessment  work  should  have  been  done  on  each 
of  the  several  claims  applied  for  by  Becker.  ^ 

In  vie^  of  the  great  pertinacity  with  which  the  present  motion  has 
been  urged  by  counsel  for  protestants,  the  whole  record  in  the  case  has 
been  examined  with  great  care,  and  every  objection  made  by  the  motion 
has  been  considered.  From  this  examination  I  am  satisfied  that  no  suffi- 
cient grounds  for  granting  the  motion  exist,  and  the  same  is  denied. 
2497— VOL  11 2 
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HOMESTEAD  SETTL.SMENT— SECTION  8887  B.  S.~RES  JUDICATA. 

Heney  W.  Lord. 

One  who  settles  upon  pablic  land  in  good  faith  [under  the  homestead  law,  and  ia 
subsequently  appointed  register  before  the  land  is  opened  to  entry,  is  entitled  to 
perfect  his  claim  under  section  2287  R.  S.,  the  same  as  though  it  had  been 
initiated  by  an  application  to  enter. 

A  settlement  made  with  the  intention  to  secure  title  through  the  provisions  of  section 
2287,  and  without  residence  on  the  land,  is  not  in  good  faith,  and  does  not 
authorize  a  purchase  under  said  section. 

Section  2287  authorizes  the  perfection  of  a  pending  homestead  claim  through  pay- 
ment for  the  land,  and  not  through  a  constructive  residence  thereon. 

An  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Commissioner  as  to  tlie  validity  of  an  entry  pending 
before  the  local  office,  will  not  preclude  said  Coniraissioner,  or  his  successor, 
from  a  full  examination  of  the  case  when  it  is  reached  in  regular  order. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  7, 1890. 

Henry  W.  Lord  made  bome8tead  entry  of  the  S.  .J  of  the  SE.  J  Sec.  29, 
lot  4,  «ec.  33,  and  lots  1  and  2,  Sec.  33,  and  the  SE.  i  of  the  SW.  J,  Sec, 
28,  T.  154  K,  R.  64  W.,  Creelsburg,  afterwards  DeviTs  Lake,  land  dis- 
trict, Dakota,  on  September  29,  1883,  the  day  on  which  the  approved 
plat  of  the  township  was  filed  in  the  local  office.  Subsequently,  he  re- 
linquished the  SW.  J  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  29,  and  on  May  2, 1888,  made 
final  proof  of  the  remaining  land  embraced  in  his  entry,  upon  which 
final  certificate  issued. 

Your  office  held  that  the  issuance  of  said  final  certificate  was  illegal, 
and  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled,  for  the  reason  that  the  record 
shows  that ''  Lord  did  not  establish  an  actual  bona-fide  residence  before 
he  made  his  homestea<l  entry,  and  that  he  has  failed  to  maintain<(if  estab- 
lished) any  residence  since  the  date  of  his  expiration  of  office."  From 
this  decision  the  claimant  appealed. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  substantially  as  follows: 

In  the  spring  of  1883,  Henry  W.  Lord,  then  being  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  an  applicant  for  appointment  to  the  office  of  register  for  the 
local  land  office,  which  subsequently  became  the  Devil's  Lake  land 
o^ce,  went  to  Dakota  for  the  purpose  of  entering  government  lauds, 
and  on  April  30,  of  that  year  settled  upon  the  tract  of  land  in  contro- 
versy, built  a  house,  moved  into  it,  and  occupied  it  from  April  30,  to 
May  5,  following,  when  he  returned  to  Washington.  On  May  22,  the 
President  designated  Creelsburg  (afterwards  known  as  Devil's  Lake) 
as  the  site  for  the  office  of  one  of  the  three  additional  land  districts  in 
the  Territory  of  Dakota,  provided  for  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  and 
on  the  same  day  Lord  ^as  appointed  register  of  said  district.  On  Sep- 
tember 29,  the  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office,  and  on  the 
same  day  Lord  made  homestead  entry. 

The  motive  of  claimant  in  going  from  Washington  to  Dakota  in  April, 
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1883,  was  to  select  a  tract  for  a  homestead  and  to  make  settlement 
thereon  prior  to  his  appointment,  as  shown  by  a  letter  addressed  by 
claimant  on  October  7, 1883,  to  the  principal  clerk  of  public  lands,  from 
which  the  following  extract  is  taken : 

I  was  largely  indebted  to  yoa  for  the  snggestion  in  March,  when  it  was  probable 
that  I  would  be  appointed  to  this  office,  that  I  w()nld  have  a  right  before  such  appt, 
to  enter  a  quarter  section  of  land.  I  came  out  here  in  April,  mainly  for  that  purpose, 
made  a  selection,  built  a  house  and  occupied  it  until  I  left  in  May  for  Washington  on 
business  connected  with  the  location  of  the  office.  Late  in  May,  after  that,  I  was 
appointed  register.  Now,  I  see  in  looking  at  the  law,  paragraph  or  Sec.  2287,  that  it 
is  provided  that '  any  bona  iide  settler  who  has  filed,  etc.,  and  subsequently  appt.' 
eic.  Now,  of  course,  I  could  not  fiU  as  the  lands  were  unsurveyed  until  recently. 
Plats  were  rec^d  a  few  days  ago^  and  then  I  filed,  which  was  the  earliest  possible  to 
do  80,  and  my  filing  with  a  special  affidavit  has  gone  forward  to  Washington,  with 
the  others.  What  I  want  to  trouble  you  about  is,  whether  I  am  iu  danger  of  a  tech- 
nical difficulty  about  the  filing.  I  suppose,  it  not  being  possible  to  tile,  that  my 
squatter's  right,  with  occupancy,  would  stand  for  filing  until  surveys  were  in,  as  in 
the  case  of  any  other  settler. 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by  the  affidavit  of  claimuut,  stating  that 
the  settleuient  and  improvements  were  made  as  above  set  forth,  and  to 
this  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  nnder  date  of  April 
22,  1884,  replied : 

Your  homestead  entry  sA  an  entry  made  under  section  2287  appears  regular,  and 
will  be  allowed  to  stand,  subject  to  the  usual  conditions. 

On  March  15,  1888,  Lord  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final 
proof  in  support  of  his  claim  before  the  register  and  receiver  at  Devil's 
Lake  land  office  on  May  2,  1888.  Prior  to  the  day  on  which  the  proof 
was  to  be  taken,  to  wit :  April  18,  1888,  Lord's  term  of  office  expired, 
and  £.  G.  Spiilman,  his  successor,  assumed  the  duties  of  register,  and 
Lord  made  his  final  proof  before  Spiilman. 

The  proof  appears  regular  in  form.  The  improvements  valued  at 
$583.  The  estimated  value  of  the  land  $2000.  The  land  was  cropped 
to  wheat  each  season.  In  the  year  1885,  fifteen  acres  yielded  three  hun- 
dred bushels ;  in  1886,  twenty-five  acres  yielded  six  hundred  bushels, 
and  in  1887,  sixty-seven  acres  yielded  fifteen  hundred  bushels.  In  1888, 
seventy-five  acres  were  prepared  and  sown  to  wheat.  Several  thousand 
5'oung  trees  were  planted  on  the  land  in  1885,  and  were  growing. 

The  testimony  of  claimant  in  his  final  proof  is  fully  corroborated  by 
his  witnesses. 

From  the  time  Lord  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  August  1, 
1883,  until  his  time  expired,  he  resided  at  Oreelsburg  with  his  family, 
consisting  of  himself  and  wife ;  he  was  also  necessarily  detained  at  the 
office  until  April  30,  in  closing  official  matters  incident  to  his  official 
services. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts,  it  may  be  reasonably  concluded 
that  Lord's  settlement  upon  the  tract  in  controversy  was  not  made  with 
the  bona  fide  intention  and  expectation  of  residing  upon  it  as  required 
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by  law,  but  for  the  sole  purpose  of  acquiring  the  land  under  section 
2287.  This  is  apparent  from  the  admission  iu  his  letter  above  referred 
to,  that  when  it  was  probable  he  would  be  appointed  to  office  he  went 
to  Dakota  mainly  for  the  puri)ose  of  making  a  selection  of  tbe  tract, 
acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  clerk  in  the  general  land  office  that  he 
would  have  the  right  to  enter  a  quarter  section  of  public  lands,  if  made 
before  his  appointment  to  office,  and,  as  the  law  (Sec.  2235,  Revised 
Statutes)  requires  that  "  Every  register  and  receiver  shall  reside  at  the 
place  where  the  land  office  for  which  he  is  appointed  is  directed  by  law 
to^be  kept,^'  it  is  evident  that  he  knew,  at  the  time  of  his  settlement 
and  entry,  that  he  could  not  maintain  a  residence  on  the  tract  and  at 
the  same  time  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  register  of  the  Devil's 
Lake  land  office. 

Section  2287  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  under  which  Lord  contemplated 
acquiring  title  to  the  land  in  controversy  when  he  selected  it  and  made 
settlement,  is  as  follows : 

Auy  bona-fide  settler,  under  tlie  homestead  or  pre-emption  laws  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  filed  the  proper  application  to  enter  not  to  exceed  one  quarter  section 
of  the  pnblic  lands  iu  any  district  land  office,  and  who  has  been  subsequently  ap- 
pointed a  register  or  receiver,  may  perfect  the  title  to  the  laud  under  the  pre-emption 
laws  by  furnishing  the  proofs  and  making  the  payments  required  by  law  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

This  section  is  taken  from  the  act  of  April  20,  1871(17  Stat.,  10),  and 
at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  said  act  and  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes, 
title  could  only  be  initiated  under  the  homestead  law  by  actual  entry 
at  the  local  office.  But  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880  (21 
Stat.,  140),  provided — 

That  any  settler  who  has  settled  or  who  shall  hereafter  settle  on  any  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  whether  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  with  the  intention  of 
claiming  the  same  under  the  homestead  laws,  shall  be  allowed  the  same  time  to  file 
his  homestead  application  and  perfect  his  original  entry  in  the  United  States  land 
office  as  is  now  allowed  to  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  laws  to  put  their  claims  on 
record,  and  his  right  shall  relate  back  to  the  date  of  settlement,  the  same  as  if  he 
settled  under  the  pre-emption  laws. 

This  act  did  not  enlarge  the  right  given  under  section  2287,  except  so 
far  as  to  allow  the  claim  to  be  initiated  by  settlement  instead  of  entry, 
and  I  think  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  settlement  of  Lord,  made 
April  30, 1883,  followed  by  entry  made  the  day  the  township  plat  was 
filed,  conferred  upon  him  as  much  right  to  perfect  title  under  section 
2287  as  if  the  land  had  been  surveyed,  and  entry  was  actually  made  on 
tiiat  day.  In  either  case,  the  initiation  of  the  right  must  have  been 
bona  fide,  whether  by  entry  as  originally  provided,  or  by  settlement 
as  provided  for  by  the  act  of  May  14,  1880. 

Section  2287  was  evidently  intended  for  the  relief  of  settlers  who 
had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  register  and  receiver  after  they  had 
made  entry  of  the  land,  with  full  expectation  and  intention  of  com- 
plying with  the  law  as  to  residence  and  improvements,  by  allowing  them 
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to  perfect  title  uuder  the  preemption  laws  by  making  proof  and  pay- 
ment to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner.  From  the  fact  that  the 
law  requires  that  title  shall  be  perfected  under  the  pre-emption  law  by 
making  payment^  it  is  evident  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress to  allow  a  homestead  entry  to  be  perfected  under  the  homestead 
law  by  persons  who  by  being  appointed  to  the  office  of  register  or 
receiver  were  prevented  from  cdmplyiug  with  the  law  as  to  residence  for 
the  time  required,  or  that  such  appointees,  even  after  a  bona  Me  resi- 
dence had  been  established,  could  maintain  a  constructive  residence  on 
the  land  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  register 
or  receiver.  If  it  had  been  intended  that  such  absence  should  be 
considered  a  constructive  residence  for  the  period  of  their  official  term, 
it  would  have  provided  that  title  could  be  perfected  under  either  the 
homestead  or  pre-emption  law  accordingly  as  the  claim  was  initiated. 

But  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  settlement  or  entry  made  under  such 
circumstances  as  are  shown  by  the  record  in  this  case,  by  a  person  who 
was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  office  of  register  or  receiver,  confers  no 
right  upon  such  person  to  purchase  under  section  2287.  That  sec- 
tion, as  before  stated,  was  only  intencled  for  the  relief  of  persons  who 
had  expended  time  and  money  upon  a  tract  of  land  settled  upon  or 
entered  under  such  circumstances  from  which  it  could  not  be  reasonably 
presumed  that  they  did  not  intend  or  expect  to  comply  with  the  law  and 
perform  the  full  consideration  required  by  law  of  other  settlers,  by 
establishing  and  maintaining  a  bona  fide  residence.  This  is  the  consid- 
eration for  allowing  such  persons,  who  were  afterwards  appointed  to  the 
office  of  register  or  receiver,  to  purchase  the  land  ;  a  payment  of  money 
being  required  because  it  was  known  that  from  the  nature  of  the  em- 
ployment they  could  not  maintain  a  residence  on  the  land  and  at  the 
same  time  comply  with  the  law,  which  requires  the  local  officers  to 
reside  at  the  place  where  the  land  office  for  which  they  are  appointed  is 
directed  by  law  to  be  kept. 

If  the  settlement  is  made,  as  in  this  case,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  land  as  a  gratuity,  without  fulfilling  the  consideration  of 
residence  required  by  the  statute,  and  knowing  at  the  time  that  the 
duties  of  the  office  would  prevent  the  maintenance  of  residence  on  the 
land,  such  a  settlement  or  entry  is  not  bona  fide  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  or  of  the  character  contemplated  by  it. 

Nor  do  I  think  that  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  as  expressed  in 
the  letter  of  April  22, 1884,  would  authorize  the  Department  to  allow 
the  claimant  to  purchase  under  section  2287,  although  he  may  have 
made  the  improvements  upon  the  faith  of  said  opinion. 

The  allowance  of  an  original  entry  by  the  General  Land  Office  will 
not  preclude  the  Department  from  determining  whether  the  land  was 
legally  subject  to  entry  when  the  case  comes  up  for  disposition  on  final 
proof.  Charles  W.  Filkins,  5  L.  D.,  49.  Nor  will  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  as  to  the  validr 
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ity  of  an  entry  pending  before  the  local  office  preclade  said  Commis- 
sioner or  his  successor  from  a  fall  examination  of  the  same  when  reached 
in  its  regular  order,  and  from  ordering  a  hearing  on  the  merits  of  the 
claim.    George  A.  Brock,  5  L.  D.^  610 ;  Robert  Hall  et  alj  id.,  174. 

Besides,  in  this  case  the  letter  of  the  Oommissioner  appears  to  have 
been  in  response  to  an  unofficial  communication  addressed  to  the  prin- 
cipal clerk  of  public  lands,  asking  his  individual  opinion  as  to  the  right 
of  the  claimant  to  make  entry  under  the  circumstances  detailed.  The 
Oommissioner  had  no  right  to  exempt  claimant  from  fulfilling  any  es- 
sential requirement  of  the  law,  but  it  now  being  before  the  Department 
in  its  regular  order,  it  will  be  acted  upon  as  if  no  such  opinion  had  been 
expressed,  as  stated  in  the  case  of  Brock,  above  cited. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  final  certificate  in  this  case  was  improperly 
issued,  and  that  I  have  no  authority  to  pass  this  claim  to  patent,  or  to 
allow  a  purchase  under  section  2287,  your  decision  holding  said  final 
certificate  and  entry  for  cancellation  is  affirmed.  If  this  claimant  is  en- 
titled to  relief  by  reason  of  acting  upon  erroneous  advice  given  by  the 
land  office,  it  must  be  by  Congress,  or  by  making  entry  under  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act  of  March  2,  '89  (25  Stat.,  854),  allowing  persons, 
who  have  not  perfected  title  under  the  homestead  laws,  to  make  home- 
stead entry  of  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  public  land 
subject  to  such  entry,  such  previous  entry  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Should  he  determine  to  make  a  second  entry  uudei'the  act  aforesaid, 
he  will  be  allowed  thirty  days  in  which  to  exercise  this  right. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— MARRIED  ^VOMAX-RESIDEXCE. 

BuLLARD  r.  Sullivan. 

A  husband  and  wife,  while  thej'  live  together  as  such,  can  have  but  one  residence, 
and  the  home  of  the  wife  is  presumptively  with  her  husband. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Gomnmsionerofthe  General  Land 

Office^  July  9, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Mary  Anne  Haywood,  formerly  Sulli- 
van, from  the  decision  of  your  office  in  the  case  of  Robert  L.  BuUard  r. 
Mary  Anne  Sullivan,  holding  for  cancellation  the  latter's  homestead 
entry  for  NW.  i  of  the  SE.  i  and  E.  i  of  the  E.  J  of  I?W.  |  of  the  SE.}, 
and  S.  i  of  the  SE.  i,  and  E.  J  of  the  SE.  i  of  S W.  i,  and  SW.  |  of  the 
SE.  i  SW.  i,  Sec.  20,  T.  3  S.,  R.  14  E.,  Stockton  land  district,  California. 
The  record  shows  that  Mary  Anne  Sullivan  made  homestead  entry  for 
said  tract  October  30, 1880,  and  on  September  7, 1886,  Bullard  initiated 
a  contest  against  the  same,  alleging  that  the  said  <<Mary  Anne  Sulli- 
van has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract;  that  she  has  changed  her  resi- 
dence therefrom  for  more  than  six  months  since  making  said  entry ;  that 
said  tract  is  not  settled  upon  and  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required 
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by  law ;  thai  she  has  ne\^er  resided  upou  said  land  and  made  it  her 
home." 

Thereupon  hearing  was  ordered  and  had  at  the  local  office  and  from 
the  evidence  sabmitted  thereat,  it  foand  in  favor  of  contestant  and 
recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

From  this  judgment  Mrs.  Sallivan  appealed  to  your  office  and  you 
affirmed  the  findings  of  the  register  and  receiver  and  held  the  entry  for 
cancellation.  She  again  appealed.  From  an  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence I  find  that  both  parties  were  personally  present  and  testified  at 
the  hearing  and  evidence  shows  that  when  the  claimant  made  her  entry 
she  was  a  widow  and  the  head  of  a  family  consisting  of  two  daughters 
and  a  son,  all  under  the  age  of  nine  years.  During  the  latter  part  of 
November,  1880,  she  built  a  board  house  ten  by  twelve  feet  in  size  upon 
the  tract,  furnished  it  with  articles  of  household  furniture  suitable  to 
her  means,  and  established  residence  thereon  with  her  family. 

Three  months  and  eight  days  after  she  made  her  entry  (Feb.  8, 188L), 
she  married  Seth  B.  Haywood,  a  resident  of  La  Orange,  Gal.,  and  went 
to  reside  with  him  at  La  Grange.  In  August,  1831,  she  removed  with 
her  husband  to  a  quarter  section  of  land  four  or  five  miles  from  La 
Orange,  commonly  called  the  ^<  Junction."  He  made  his  homestead 
entry  for  said  land  December  14, 1881,  and  which  is  described  as  the 
SE.  i,  Sec.  25,  T.  3  S.,  E.  14  E.,  in  the  same  land  district. 

Claimant  testified  that  she  never  intended  to  abandon  her  homestead; 
that  she  made  it  for  the  benefit  of  her  children  :  that  she  was  never  ab- 
sent from  her  claim  six  months  at  any  one  time,  from  the  date  of  entry 
np  to  the  initiation  of  this  contest ;  that  since  her  marriage  to  Haywood 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  hearing,  she  lived  a  portion  of  each  year  on  her 
claim,  with  one  or  more  of  her  children,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  she 
resided  with  her  husband,  and  on  his  claim,  and  that  during  such  periods 
as  she  was  personally  present  on  her  land,  her  oldest  daughter  kept 
house  for  her  step-father. 

The  testimony  of  both  parties  shows  that  the  land  in  dispute  is  mostly 
valuable  for  grazing  purposes,  and  not  more  than  from  three  to  five 
acres  of  the  whole  tract  are  susceptible  of  cultivation.  Her  improve- 
ments consisted  of  her  frame  house,  and  a  fence  enclosing  about  half  an 
acre.  She  owned  four  or  five  head  of  cattle,  which  she  pastured  'on  the 
tract  each  year ;  she  testified  that  her  house  had  been  burglarized  two 
or  three  times  during  her  absences,  but  that  she  replaced  the  articles 
stolen  and  had  been  residing  in  her  house  on  her  claim  with  her  son  from 
May,  1886,  continuously  up  to  the  time  of  the  hearing;  that  she  visited 
her  husband's  claim  occasionally  during  said  period  but  only  remained 
for  a  short  time. 

It  sufficiently  appears  from  the  record  in  this  case  that  both  claimant 
and  her  husband  are  endeavoring  to  maintain  separate  residences  at  the 
same  time,  so  that  each  by  virtue  of  said  residence  may  perfect  title  to 
land  covered  by  their  respective  entries.    This  can  not  be  done. 
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In  the  case  of  Thomas  E.  Henderson  (10  L.  D.,  266),  it  was  held  that 
a  hasband  and  wife  while  they  live  together  as  such,  can  have  but  one 
and  the  same  residence ;  ^  and  as  "  the  home  of  a  married  woman  is  pre- 
sumptively with  her  husband,"  Angie  L.  Williamson  (ib.,  30),  I  think 
the  decision  appealed  from  is  a  proper  determination  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


OKLAHOMA  TOWN-SITES-CIRCULAR. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Jtily  10, 1890. 
To  the  Trustees  of  Town-sites 

in  the  U.  8,  Land  Districts^ 

Oklahoma  Territory. 

9 

To  remove  any  doubts  that  may  exist  under  regulations  dated  June 
18, 1890,  as  to  how  the  costs  of  contests  are  to  be  paid,  you  are  hereby 
instructed  that  your  first  duty,  as  stated  in  section  10  and  the  last  clause 
of  section  13,  is  to  proceed  on  the  day  designated  in  the  notice  published, 
to  set  apart,  except  in  contest  cases,  the  lots,  blocks,  and  grounds,  with 
the  improvements,  respectively,  to  each  person  or  company  entitled 
thereto.  You  will  at  this  point,  and  before  proceeding  to  con  tests,. make 
assessment  on  all  the  lots  embraced  in  the  town-site,  so  that  each  shall 
bear  its  fair  proportion  of  all  the  expenses  mentioned  in  section  15,  and 
no  further  assessments  shall  be  made  on  uncontested  lots  that  mav  be 
required  to  meet  expenses  resulting  from  contests  as  to  other  property* 
You  will  then,  and  not  before,  proceed  to  dispose  of  the  contested  cases, 
and  you  will  require  each  claimant  to  deposit  with  the  disbursing  officer 
of  the  board  each  morning,  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  and  pay  all  costs 
and  expenses  on  such  proceedings  for  the  day,  including  the  items  men- 
tioned in  regulation  numbered  15,  because  by  section  8  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  under  which  you  are  to  proceed,  all  disbursements  from  the 
appropriation  made  must  be  refunded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  close  of  the  contests,  on  appeal  or  otherwise,  the  sum 
deposited  by  the  successful  party  shall  be  restored  to  him  subject  to  the 
rules  in  such  cases;  but  that  deposited  by  the  losing  party  shall  be  re- 
tained and  accounted  for  by  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  board. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  W.  Xoble, 

Secretary. 
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ATTORNEY-EMPLOYE  OF  LOCAL  OFFICE-SECTION  100  R.  S. 

Shabitt  v.  Wood. 

A  clerk  in  a  local  oMce  is  within  the  provisions  of  section  190  R.  S.,  and  is  prohib- 
ited thereby  during  the  period  specified,  from  appearing  as  attorney  in  a  case  that 
was  pending  in  said  office  while  he  was  a  clerk  therein. 

Proceedings  had  at  the  instance  of  an  attorney  disqualified  under  section  190  R.  S.^ 
will  not  be  recognized  by  the  Department. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Office,  July  10,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Washington  Wood,  Jr.,  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  dated  October  12, 1888,  in  the  case  of  Benjamin  T. 
Sharitt  v.  said  Wood,  involving  the  latter's  homestead  entry  for  the 
SE.J  of  SW.J,  Sec.  22,  T.  16  S.,  R.  2  W.,  Montgomery  land  district, 
Alabama. 

August  7, 1886,  Wood  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said  land 
which  was  refused  and  the  following  endorsed  on  his  application, — 
<^  Rejected  August  7,  1886,  because  land  is  classed  as  coal."  From  that 
action  Wood  appealed. 

On  August  10, 1886,  Sharitt  made  application  to  enter  the  same  tract 
as  an  adjoining  farm  homestead,  which  application  was  also  refusM  and 
the  following  endorsed  thereon — "Rejected  August  10,  1886,  land 
classed  coal." 

Your  office  after  considering  Wood's  appeal  directed  that  his  applica- 
tion be  allowed  and  certificate  and  receipt  were  issued  bearing  date  of 
January  4, 1887.  ♦ 

April  27,  1887,  Sharitt  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  alleging  that  the 
said 

Washington  Wood,  fraudulently  made  said  entry  of  said  tract,  that  he,  the  affiant 
made  application  to  enter  said  tract  in  person  to  the  register  of  this  land  office  at 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  filed  his  application  with  said  register  and  paid  him  sis  dol- 
lars ($6)  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of  August,  1886,  and  affiant  claims  prior  right 
to  enter  said  land. 

Hearing  was  set  for  November  9,  1887,  and  notice  of  contest  was 
served  September  7,  1887.  Hearing  was  continued  to  the  second  Tues- 
day in  March,  1888,  and  again  to  July  5, 1888,  and  depositions  of  cer- 
tain witnesses  for  contestant  ordered  taken  before  a  commissioner  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  June  27, 1888.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the 
taking  of  said  depositions  contestant  appeared  in  person  and  by  his 
attorneys,  Samuel  Thompson  and  W.  E.  Brown.  Claimant  also  ap- 
peared in  person  and  by  his  attorney,  and  several  witnesses  were  sworn 
and  testified,  and  their  testimony  transmitted  to  the  local  office. 

July  31,  1888,  this  case  having  been  called  for  final  hearing  W,  E. 
Brown  appeared  as  attorney  for  contestant. 

Claimant  appeared  in  person  and  by  attorney  and  moved  that  the 
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testimony  taken  before  the  commissioner  at  Birmingham,  be  excluded 
from  the  record  and  not  considered  in  this  case  for  the  reasons  that  one 
of  .contestant's  attorneys  (Samuel  Thompson)  was  at  that  time  and  is 
now  disbarred  from  practicing  or  appearing  in  any  manner  as  an  attor- 
ney or  agent  for  any  one  before  the  local  land  office ;  and  that  the  as- 
sociate attorney  (W.  E.  Brown),  who  appeared  for  contestant  before 
said  commissioner,  <'  was,  at  the  time  that  Wood  and  Sharitt  made 
their  applications  before  the  local  land  office,  the  chief  clerk  in  charge 
of  the  register's  office,  and  as  such  had  charge  of  the  applications,  and 
particularly  do  the  records  show  that  he  had  charge  of  and  did  the 
letter  writing  in  the  matter  of  the  application  of  said  Sharitt,"  and 
further  asked  that  said  Thompson  and  Brown  be  each  excluded  from 
appearing  as  atorneys  in  this  case  in  any  future  proceedings  therein. 

W.  E.  Brown  in  reply  to  said  motion  stated  that  he  (Brown)  was  em- 
ployed by  contestant  as  his  attorney  March  5,  1888,  that  he  was  not 
connected  with  Samuel  Thompson  in  this  case ;  that  he  had  known 
that  Thompson  had  been  disbarred  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  July  14,  1888,  that  he  (Brown)  appeared  before  the  commis- 
sioner as  Sharitt's  attorney  and  conducted  the  examination  of  witnesses. 

The  local  office  overruled  claimant's  motion  and  held  that  ^'  We  can 
see  no  legal  reason  why  W.  E.  Brown  should  not  act  as  attorney  for 
Sharitt." 

Claimant  appealed  and  on  October  12,  1838,  your  office  affirmed  the 
action  of  the  local  office,  whereupon  claimant  appealed  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  ruling  of  the  local  officers  upon  the  motion  to  exclude  the  testi- 
mony in  this  case  was  interlocutor}'  and  therefore  was  not  properly 
subject  to  appeal.  Tlie  proper  course  would  have  been  for  your  office 
to  dismiss  the  appeal  and  return  the  case  to  the  local  office  for  a  final 
decision.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  this  was  not  done,  and  as  a  dismis- 
sal of  the  appeal  now  would  tend  to  protract  litigation,  it  would  seem 
to  the  interest  of  all  concerned  to  have  the  question  here  presented 
determined  at  this  time,  and  I  have  for  these  reasons  concluded  to 
consider  and  pass  upon  this  appeal. 

It  appears  that  said  W.  B.  Brown,  whose  right  to  appear  as  attorney 
in  the  taking  of  the  de)>ositions  in  question,  is  in  dispute,  was-  in  the 
mouth  of  August,  1886,  when  the  respective  applications  of  Wood  and 
Sharitt  were  presented,  chief  clerk  in  the  register's  office  and  that  he 
continued  in  that  position  until  October  18, 1886,  when  he  resigned. 
The  decision  of  your  office  is  upon  the  theory  that  the  section  referred 
to  and  the  decision  of  this  Department  in  the  case  of  Luther  Harrison 
<4  L.  D.,  179),  do  not  apply  in  this  case.  I  do  not  understand  upon 
what  ground  such  conclusion  is  based.  The  decision  referred  to  is 
broad  enough  to  cover  all  clerks  or  employes  and  was  evidently  in- 
tended to  do  so.  The  letter  of  your  office  (3  B.  L.  P.,  399),  holding  that 
this  section  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  does  not  apply  to  employes  of  the 
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local  land  offices  was  not  approved  by  this  Department  and  did  not 
overrule  the  decision  in  the  Harrison  case.  That  letter  refers  to  an  opinion 
of  the  Attorney-General  (15  Op.,  267),  holding  that  under  the  act  .of 
March  3, 1877,  providing  for  the  transmission  through  the  mails  free  of 
postage,  letters,  etc.,  relating  exclusively  to  the  business  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  use  of  the  official  envelopes  provided  for  was  limited  to  the 
Executive  Departments  and  the  bureaus  or  offices  therein  at  the  seat  of 
government  and  did  not  extend  to  subordinate  officers  throughout  the 
country.  The  language  usM  in  the  section  now  under  consideration 
is,  however,  broader  and  at  the  same  time  more  specific  in  its  descrip- 
tion of  the  persons  falling  within  its  provisions  than  was  the  act  then 
being  construed  by  the  Attorney-General.  Section  452  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  which  prohibits  '^  the  officers,  clerks,  and  employes  in  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  from  purchasing  the  public  lauds  has  been  and  is  held 
to  include  clerks  and  employes  in  the  local  offices.  The  section  now 
under  consideration  relates  to  any  person  employed  ^^as  an  officer, 
clerk,  or  employ^  in  any  of  the  Departments  "  and  must  be  held  to  in- 
clude persons  employed  in  the  local  offices.  The  argaments  employed 
in  the  decision  in  the  Harrison  case  are  just  as  applicable  to  this  class 
of  employes  as  to  any  other.  Brown  was  not  at  the  time  these  deposi- 
tions were  taken,  under  the  provisions  of  section  190  Hevised  Statutes, 
entitled  to  appear  as  an  attorney  in  said  case  and  the  proceedings  had 
at  his  instance  as  sach  attorney  cannot  be  recognized  by  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  reversed,  and  the  objection  to  the 
depositions  so  taken  is  sustained.  The  papers  in  the  case  are  here- 
with returned,  and  you  will  direct  the  local  officers  to  proceed  with  the 
hearing  in  this  case  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


DESERT  LAND  EXTRY.-AIilEXATIOX.— COMPAC  rXESS. 

Thomas  Hunton. 

An  oral  promise  of  tbe  claimant  to  convey,  after  perfection  of  title,  a  portion  of  the 
laud  in  payment  of  money  advanced  for  tlie  reclamation  thereof,  does  not  neces- 
sarily call  for  cancellation  of  the  entry  where  good  faith  is  apparent. 

The  natnre  and  location  of  land,  its  means  and  facilities  for  irrigation  and  the  right 
of  adjacent  entrymen  are  properly  matters  for  consideration  ju  determining  whether 
a  desert  entry  is  sufficiently  compact  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

A  desert  entry  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication  where  the  final 
proof  is  not  submitted  within  the  statutory  period,  and  the  delay  is  satisfactorily 
explained. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  10,  1890. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Hanton  shows  that  on  the  24th 
day  of  March,  1880,  he  made  desert  land  entry  No.  178,  for  the  NE. 
J  and  SE.  J,  sec.  16,  the  NW.  i  of  the  SW.  i  and  S.  i  of  SW.  J,  sec. 
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14;  the  NW.  J  and  NE.  J  of  SW.  i,  sec.  23,  T.  23  N.,  E.  67  W.,  Chey- 
euQe,  Wyoming,  and  made  final  proof  and  payment  on  the  19th  day 
of  August,  1884,  and  received  final  certificate  No.  121,  Septembers, 
1884. 

By  your  office  letter  of  July  27,  1887,  this  entry  was  held  for  cancel- 
lation, on  the  ground — 

(1)  That  in  his  final  proof,  Hunton  admitted  that  he  had  agreed  to  let  his  brother 
have  one-half  the  land.  ^ 

(2)  That  the  entry  is  not  sufficiently  compact,  the  distance  from  the  northernmost 
to  the  sonthernmost  boundary  being  one  and  three-fourths  miles. 

(3)  That  proof  was  not  made  until  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  the  statutory 
period. 

On  the  6th  October,  1887,  Hunton  made  application,  accompanied 
by  affidavit,  for  a  hearing,  which  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  and  on 
March  21, 1889,  a  stipulation  was  signed  by  E.  K  Bonfils,  special  agent 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  Gibson  Clark,  attorney  for  Hunton^ 
with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
^<  that  the  facts  alleged  in  said  affidavit  (meaning  the  affidavit  of  Hunton 
aforesaid)  are  true  and  that  said  affidavit  sets  forth  all  the  facts  material 
to  said  matter,  and  that  the  said  matter  may  be  considered  and  deter- 
mined upon  tUe  facts  sets  forth  in  said  affidavit." 

On  consideration  of  said  |iacts,  your  office  on  April  11, 1889,  again  held 
said  entry  for  cancellation,  from  which  decision  Hunton  now  appeals  to 
this  Department. 

The  affidavit  referred  to  reads  as  follows  : 

Thomas  Hunton  Wing  first  duly  sworn  on  his  oath,  says : 

I  am  the  same  person  who  made  the  above  described  desert  land  entry.  I  made  the 
entry  originally  at  the  Cheyenne  Land  Office  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1880. 
The  number  of  my  declaration  being  178.  I  made  said  entry  in  good  faith  for  my 
own  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  and  paid  the  first  payment  of  25  cts.  per  acre  therefor 
out  of  my  own  personal  monies.  Thereafter  I  expended  in  the  improvement  and  rec- 
lamation of  said  lands  at  least  six  hundred  (lollats  out  of  my  own  personal  monies, 
bnt  the  land  costing  me  very  much  more  to  reclaim  it  than  I  had  at  first  expected,  I 
from  time  to  time  borrowed  money  and  procured  assistance  from  my  brother,  Juhn 
Hunton,  to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  dollars,  the  greater  portion  of  which  snm  I 
used  in  building  ditches  upon,  fencing,  irrigating  and  otherwise  improving  this  laud. 
This  money  I  received  from  my  brother  John  Hunton  in  and  during  the  years  1881, 
1882,  1883,  and  1884.  He  had  no  interest  of  any  kind  whatever  in  the  land,  and  there 
was  no  agreement  of  any  kind  between  us  that  he  ever  should  have  any  interest  of  any 
kind  in  it,  until  some  time  iu  the  year  1884,  about  the  time  I  made  final  proof  upon  the 
land  and  after  I  had  fully  reclaimed  it,  that  he  spoke  to  tre  about  the  amount  of  money 
he  had  advanced  me  as  before  stated,  and  I  then  told  him  that  after  I  had  proved  np 
on  the  land  and  acquired  title  to  it,  he  might  have  a  one-half  interest  in  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  I  owed  him,  if  he  desired  it.  There  was  no  written  agreement 
between  us,  conveying  or  promising  to  convey  any  part  of  the  land  or  any  interest  iu 
it  to  him,  and  no  other  agreement  of  any  kind  concerning  said  land  between  us,  than 
that  above  stated,  which  was  wholly  verbal.  It  was  the  facts  above  set  forth  and 
none  other,  which  led  me  to  make  the  statement  iu  my  final  proof  in  answer  to  ques- 
tion 18,  asset  forth  in  my  final  proof  deposition,  and  I  made  said  statement  simply  in 
order  that  I  might  fairly,  fully  and  truthfully  place  the  officials  of  the  land  office  in 
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full  possess  on  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  lu  regard  to  the  alleged  waut  of  compact- 
ness in  the  form  of  the  entry,  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  the  entry  in  more  compact 
form,  except  by  the  relinquishment  of  certain  portions,  to  do  which  would  be  a  total 
loss,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  no  vacant,  unoccnpied  public  lands  acyoining  the 
lands  in  this  entry,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe.  I  know  there  are  none  which  can 
he  irrigated  and  reclaimed. 

In  regard  to  the  allegation  that  the  proof  was  made  after  the  expiration  of  the  stat- 
utory period,  I  have  this  to  say.  Either  late  in  the  year  1883  or  early  in  the  year 
1884,  I  was  called  upon  by  the  Cheyenne  land  office  to  show  cause  why  my  said  entry 
should  not  be  canceled  for  my  failure  to  make  proof  and  final  payment  witjiiu  the 
statutory  period.  Thereupon  I  filed  in  said  land  ofiice  my  affidavit  setting  forth  the 
reasons  which  had  prevented  me  from  fully  reclaiming  said  land  within  said  period. 
This  affidavit,  by  letter  dated  February  25,  1384,  was  duly  transmitted  to  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  proved  to  be  a- 
satisfactory  explanation  of  my  said  failure.  Thereupon  on  or  about  August  20,  A.  D., 
1884,  I  filed  in  said  Cheyenne  Land  Office  the  final  proof  depositions  of  myself  and  my 
two  witnesses.  These  depositions  were  not  at  said  time  received  or  acted  upon  by  the 
register  and  receiver  of  said  Land  Office,  but  under  date  of  August  20,  18S4,  and  with 
letter  of  that  date,  were  transmitted  by  the  register  of  said  Land  Office  to  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  his  instructions. 
Said  final  proof  depositions  were  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  having  been  examined  by  him,  were  under  date  of  August  30,  1684,  by 
letter  '  C  '  Vol.  i,  Page  372,  of  L.  Harrison,  Assistant  Commissioner,  returned  to  reg- 
ister and  receiver  at  Cheyenne,  W^yoming,  with  instructions  to  permit  me  to  complete 
my  said  entry,  which  I  accordingly  did,  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1884. 

Four  qaestions  naturally  arise  in  the  determination  of  thjs  case. 

1st,  Ought  the  entry  be  canceled  because,  as  admitted  in  the  affida- 
vit, Hunton  told  his  brother  about  the  time  he  made  his  final  proof  that 
he  would  let  him  have  a  half  interest  in  the  land  when  he  had  perfected 
his  title,  in  x^ayment  of  the  four  thousand  dollars  loaned  or  advanced 
to  him  by  his  brother  and  expended  in  the  reclamation  of  the  land  ? 

I  think  this  question  should  be  answered  in  the  negative.  The  first 
section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1877  (19  Stats.,  377),  provides: 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  person  of  requi- 
Bite  age,  '  who  may  be  entitled  to  become  a  citizen,  and  who  has  filed  his  declaration 
to  become  such'  and  upon  payment  of  twenty -five  cents  per  acre — to  file  a  declara- 
tion under  oath  with  the  register  and  the  receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  any 
deeert  land  is  situated,  that  he  intends  to  reclaim  a  tract  of  desert  land  not  exceeding 
one  section,  by  conducting  water  upon  the  same,  within  the  period  of  three  years 
thereafter.  Provided  however  that  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  by  the  person  so 
conducting  the  same,  on  or  to  any  tract  of  desert  land  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
shall  depend  upon  bona  fide  prior  appropriation :  and  such  right  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  water  actually  appropriated,  and  neoessarially  used  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigation  and  reclamation  :  and  all  surplus  water  over  and  above  such  actual  appro- 
priation and  use,  together  with  the  water  of  all,  lakes,  rivers  and  other  sources  of 
water  supply  upon  the  public  lands  and  not  navigable,  shall  remain  and  be  held  free 
for  the  appropriation  and  use  of  the  public  for  irrigation,  mining  and  manufact- 
uring purposes  subject  to  existing  rights.  Said  declaration  shall  describe  particu- 
larly said  section  of  laud  if  surveyed,  and,  if  unsurveyed,  shall  describe  the  same  as 
nearly  as  possible  without  a  survey.  At  any  time  within  the  peiiod  of  three  years 
after  filing  said  declaration,  upon  making  satisfactory  proof  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  the  reclamation  of  said  tract  of  land  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  and  upon  the 
payment  to  the  receiver  of  the  additional  sum  of  one  dollar  per  acre  for  a  tract  of 
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land  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  any  one  person,  a  patent  for  the 
same  shall  be  issued  to  him.  Provided,  that.no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  enter 
more  than  one  tract  of  land  and  not  to,  excee<l  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  which 
shall  be  in  compact  form. 

There  is  nothiog  iu  this  act  to  preclade  a  sale  of  the  land  after  the 
consammation  of  an  entry. 

The  regulations  of  the  Secretary  for  the  guidance  of  the  Commis- 
sioner iu  the  observance  of  the  statute  (5  L.  D.,  708),  among  other 
things  provide : 

Desert  laud  entries  are  not  assignable,  and  the  transfer  of  such  entries,  whether 
by  deed,  contract,  or  agreeraenr,  vitiates  the  entry.  An  entry  made  in  the  interest 
or  for  the  beuetit  of  any  other  person,  firm,  or  corporatiou,  or  with  intent  that  the 
title  shall  be  conveyed  to  any  other  person,  Arm,  or  corporation,  is  illegal. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  first  clause  of  the  regulation  has  refer- 
ence only  to  the  transfer  of  the  entry. 

Accepting  as  a  fact  that  a  transfer  of  the  entry  is  violative  of  the 
statute,  as  well  as  the  instructions,  and  will  not  be  tolerated,  yet  the 
affidavit  which  contains  the  admitted  facts  shows  that  there  was  no 
actual  transfer,  and  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  entrymen 
intended  no  wrong,  but  desired  oulj^  to  repay  his  brother  for  advances 
made  him  to  aul  him  in  the  reclamation  of  this  tract,  so  that  I  am  loath 
to  impute  bad  faith  to  him,  and  presuming  honest  intentions,  I  think 
that  this  clause  needs  no  further  consideration  to  show  that  there  has 
been  no  violation  thereof. 

2d.  Was  the  "  entry  made  in  the  interest  or  for  the  benefit  of  any 
other  person,  etc.,  or  with  the  intent  that  the  title  should  be  conveyed 
to  any  other  person,  firm,  or  corporation."  On  this  point  the  affidavit  is 
positive,  and  its  truth  being  admitted,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  it. 
He  says :  "  I  made  the  entry  in  good  faith  for  my  own  exchisive  use  and 
and  benefit."  Finding  that  its  reclamation  would  cost  a  great  deal 
more  than  he  had  anticipated,  after  expending  $600  of  his  own  money, 
he  was  compelled  to  borrow  $4,000  from  his  brother. 

The  statement  of  the  entryman  impresses  me  as  frank,  honest,  and 
manly,  and  I  think  no  one  who  reads  that  portion  of  the  affidavit  will 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  entryman  made  this  entry 
for  his  own  benefit,  but  from  a  desire  to  pay  his  brother  the  money 
which  he  had  borrowed  of  him,  he  was  willing  to  deed  him  one-half  of 
the  land.  It  may  be  that  the  undertaking  was  beyond  his  means  and 
that  the  law  will  not  uphold  the  entry  by  a  poor  man  of  such  large 
tracts  upon  borrowed  capital  to  work  a  reclamation,  and  when  irriga- 
tion of  the  tract  is  complete  and  the  certificate  issued,  deed  a  portion 
thereof  in  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  or  to  accomplish  indirectly  what  is 
directly  prohibited,  but  in  this  case  no  such  transfer  has  been  consum- 
mated and  I  can  not  believe  if  the  entryman  had  intended  to  violate  the 
law  in  this  respect  that  he  would  have  been  so  frank  and  open  about 
it.    Usually  frauds  are  not  perpetrated  in  that  way. 
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3d.  Has  the  eutrjman  complied  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  com- 
pactness of  entry  ? 

In  yoar  holding  this  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  that  the 
entry  was  not  safficiently  compact,  yoa  seem  to  have  been  guided  by  a 
regnlation  formerly  in  force  in  your  office,  which  provided  that  ^'  in  no 
case  where  the  full  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  entered 
will  the  side  line  on  either  side  be  permitted  to  exceed  one  mile  and  a 
quarter.^' 

In  the  case  of  Francis  M.  Bishop  (5  L.  D.,  429),  Secretary  Lamar 
eliminated  this  provision  of  the  regnlation  as  being  iti  conflict  with  the 
spirit  of  the  law  providing  for  desert  land  entries  ;  that  it  operated  as 
an  obstrnction,  rather  than  an  aid  to  its  execution. 

It  is  impracticable  to  establish  inflexible  rules  which  shall  govern 
the  shape  or  form  of  an  entry.  Each  case  must  depend  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  it  and  whether  an  entry  should  be  regarded 
as  sufficiently  compact  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  law  must  de- 
pend largely  upon  the  nature  and  location  of  the  land,  its  means  and 
facilities  for  irrigation  and  the  rights  of  adjacent  and  surrounding  entry- 
men. 

In  the  case  of  William  Thompson  (8  L.  D.,  104),  the  question  of  com- 
pactness is  discussed  at  some  length,  and  many  cases  cited  where 
entries  have  been  allowed,  although  the  land  entered  was  quite  as  ob- 
jectionable so  far  as  compactness  is  concerned  as  in  the  case  now  under 
consideration. 

James  S.  Love  (5  L.  D.,  642)  entered  173.44  acres,  and  his  entry  was 
a  mile  injength.  It  was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  office  because 
not  compact  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  reversed  the  decision  on  ap- 
peal, and  held  that  it  appeared  of  record  that  the  lauds  immediately 
adjoining  the  entry 

liave  all  been  entered  under  the  desert  land  law  by  other  parties  so  that  there  (is)  no 
way  of  rendering  said  entry  more  compact  than  it  is  and  still  retain  the  same  quantity 
of  land.  The  case  is  precisely  like  that  of  Ann  £.  Miller,  decided  by  this  department 
May  22,  1886.  In  that  case  the  entry  was  a  mile  long  and  quarter  of  a  mile  wide, 
and  the  adjoining  lands  were  .'vU  appropriated  by  other  persons,  and  her  entry  was 
allowed  to  stand. 

While  the  decisions  of  this  Department  have  not  been  uniforui  upon 
the  question  of  what  should  be  considered  a  compact  entry,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  yet  they  have  invariably  been  liberal  in  the 
construction  of  the  law,  where  the  eiitryman  has  acted  in  good  faith  in 
making  his  entry  and  in  reclaiming  the  land,  and  especially  where,  as 
in  this  case,  the  surrounding  land  has  all  been  entered  and  the  rights 
of  other  entrymen  have  not  been  invaded  or  molested.  This  entry  is  a 
mile  and  three-quarters  in  length;  its  greatest  width  being  one  mile, 
diminishing  north  and  south  from  the  center  to  one  half  mile  at  the 
northern  extremity  and  one-fourth  at  the  southern.  No  suspicion  of 
the  lack  of  good  faith  can  be  attached  to  the  entryman  ;  he  has  fully 
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reclaimed  the  laud,  at  an  expense  of  foar  thousand  dollars,  and  has 
made  valuable  improvements  thereon,  and  as  the  entry  can  not  be 
reformed  without  loss  to  the  entryman,  it  will  be  held  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  statute  in  relation  to  compactness. 

4th,  Should  the  entry  be  canceled  because  the  claimant  did  not  sub- 
mit his  proof  within  the  three  years  provided  for  in  the  statute? 

I  think  not.  The  admitted  facts  fully  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay 
and  while  it  is  the  repeated  holdings  of  the  Department  that  it  has  no 
^  power  to  extend  the  statutory  time  within  which  the  proof  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  clads  of  cases,  yet  where  good  faith  is  shown  in  the  mat- 
ter of  reclamation  and  no  adverse  interests  have  attached,  entries  made 
out  of  time  have  been  authorized  and  upheld  in  numerous  cases.  Mar- 
tha W.  Fisher,  9  L.  D.,  430 ;  Edward  O.  Simpson,  9  L.  D.,  617 ;  George 
W.  Mapes,  9  L.  D.,  631 ;  George  F.  Stearn,  8  L.  D.,  573. 

It  appearing  to  my  satisfaction  that  the  entryman  has  acted  in  good 
faith,  that  he  was  allowed  to  make  final  proof  after  the  time  i)rescribed 
by  the  statute  (the  proof  in  other  respects  being  satisfactory),  and  there 
being  no  adverse  claim,  the  entry  will  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Equitable  Adjudication  for  confirmation. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified. 


COAL  DECLARATORY  STATEMENT-SUIT  TO  VACATE  PATEXT. 

James  D.  ]S^egus  et  al. 

Cue  who  has  bad  the  beuofit  of  a  coal  declaratory  statetueut  is  disqualified  thereby 
to  enter  under  a  second  filing. 

A  coal  declaratory  statement,  offered  daring  the  pendency  of  a  previous  application 
to  file  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  applicant,  though  in  the  name  of  another, 
confers  no  right  as  against  an  intervening  adverse  claim. 

An  applicant  for  the  preference  right  to  purchase  coal  land  under  section  2348  R.  S., 
must  be  in  actual  possession  of  the  land  when  he  applies  for  such  right,  and  the 
labor  expended  and  improvements  made  must  be  such  as  to  clearly  indicate  his 
good  faith. 

8uit  to  set  aside  patent  will  not  be  advised  by  the  Department  in  the  absence  of  a 
specific  showing  of  facts  sufficient  to  justify  such  action. 

Secretary  Nohle  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  12, 

1890. 

By  letter  dated  September  21, 1886,  your  office  transmitted  (with  other 
papers)  for  consideration  by  this  Department  the  petition  of  James  D. 
Negus  and  Thomas  0.  Olark,  by  James  D,  Negus  his  attorney  in  fact, 
filed  March  2, 1883,  asking  that  the  patent  issued  to  Jesse  Bell  for  the 
SE.  \  of  Sec.  7,  and  to  John  Bell  for  the  SVV.  \  of  Sec.  8,  T.  21  N.,  R. 
116  W.,  Evanston,  Wyoming,  "be  recalled  or  proceedings  .  .  insti- 
tuted to  cancel  them  ^'  and  also  the  separate  petitions  of  Thomas  W.  B. 
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Hughes  and  Orlando  W.  Joslyn  each,  by  James  D.  Negus  attorney  in 
fact,  filed  November  24, 1884,  for  the  institution  of  suit  "  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States  to  cancel ''  the  patents  issued  respectively  to  William 
F.  Bechel  for  the  SE.  I  of  said  section  8,  and  to  Edgar  M.  Horseman 
for  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  17  in  the  same  town  and  range. 

The  said  petitions  although  addressed  to  the  Department  were  filed 
and  have  been  altogether  with  the  accompanying  and  additional  papers 
considered  in  your  office  where  counsel  for  the  petitioners  and  for  the 
patentees  have  been  heard  orally  and  upon  brief. 

By  the  said  letter  of  September  21, 1886,  whereby  the  said  patents 
are  sustained,  your  office  sets  out  that  '*all  papers  bearing  ux>on  the 
mattei"  including  the  contest  cases  of  Abner  O.  McDaniel  v.  William 
Bell,  James  D.  Negus  v.  Alfred  G.  Lee,  and  Thomas  G.  Olarke  v.  James 
H.  Johnson,  which  are  referred  to  by  counsel  **for  petitioners"  have 
been  forwarded  '' informally  and  withdut  scheduling"  to  the  end  that 
the  facts  may  be  fully  before  the  Department. 

The  record  in  the  said  case  of  McDaniel  v.  Bell  was  (in  response  to  a 
letter  from  counsel  for  the  former)  by  letter  dated  November  17,  1887, 
returned  by  the  Department  to  your  office  for  appropriate  action. 

Thereupon  your  office  on  January  21, 1888,  sustained  the  cash  coal 
entry  of  McDaniel  for  the  NE.  i  of  section  18  in  said  township  21.  This 
action  was  affirmed  by  the  Department  on  July  1, 1889  (9  L.  D.,  15), 
when  the  accompanying  record  was  returned  for  the  files  of  your  office. 

Sundry  papers  relating  to  the  said  case  of  Olark  v.  Johnson  involv. 
ing  the  SE.  ^  of  NW.  ^  of  said  section  8,  and  to  the  said  case  of  Negus 
r.  Lee  involving  the  SE.  i  of  NE.  ^  of  said  section  7,  are  with  the  pend- 
ing petitions. 

The  plat  showing  the  public  survey  of  said  township  21,  was  filed  in 
the  local  office  on  April  7, 1882. 

On  April  25, 1882,  the  said  Morseman,  Bechel,  John  and  Jesse  Bell 
made  respectively  coal  cash  entries  (upon  which  said  patents  are  based) 
at  $20  per  acre,  (Sec.  2347  R.  S.,  Act  of  March  3, 1873,  17  Stat.,  607)^ 
for  the  several  quarter  sections  heretofore  described. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  said  entries  the  said  petitioners  respect- 
ively applied  to  file  certain  coal  declaratory  statements  in  conflict  there- 
with. 

These  filings  were  offered  (apparently  by  Negus)  at  the  local  office  in 
manner  following: 

Joslyn,  June  3, 1882,  W.  J  NE.  J  and  W.  J  SE.  i  of  said  Sec.  17, 
Hughes,  June  3, 1882,  N.  J  SE.  J  and  S.  i  NE.  J  of  said  Sec.  8,  Clark, 
June  3, 1882,  S.  J  NW.  J  and  N.  i  8W.  J  of  said  Sec.  8,  Negus,  June  5, 
1882,  S.  i  NE.  I  and  N.  i  SE.  i  of  said  Sec.  7. 

All  of  said  filings  were  rejected  at  the  local  office  by  reason  of  con- 
flict with  said  cash  entries. 

Appeals  from  this  action  were  respectively  filed  by  the  petitioners  in 
the  local  office  on  July  3, 1883,  from  whence  they  were  transmitted  to 
2497— TOL  11 3 
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your  office  by  letter  dated  July  8,  1882,  where,  as  stated  by  your  office, 
they  were  received  July  16, 1882. 

It  appears  that  the  said  cash  entries  were  ^^  posted  "  on  the  tract  books 
Of  your  office  on  June  6, 1882,  that  they  were  then  "  marked  'special' 
and  were  examined  and  approved  for  patent  on  July  10  and  12,  and 
patents  issued  dated  July  15, 1882,"  that  the  appeals  just  mentioned 
were  accordingly  dismissed  July  29, 1882,  that  appeals  from  such  dis- 
missal were  forwarded  from  the  local  office  on  August  14, 1882,  and  that 
the  same  <<were  retained  in  your  office  by  informal  request  of  appel- 
lant's attorney." 

The  petitioners  claim  a  preference  right  under  section  2348  E.  S.,  to 
purchase  the  tracts  embraced  in  their  said  declaratory  statements. 

Tt  is  set  out  in  various  affidavits  (mostly  made  by  said  Kegus)  and 
also  in  the  pending  petitions  that  the  petitioners  several  claims  were 
surveyed,  staked,  posted  with  dotice  and  recorded  among  the  county 
records  during  the  spring  of  1881,  that  work  in  developing  said  claims 
was  then  done  by  men  employed  by  Negus,  that  in  such  work  there 
was  expended  on  Negus'  claim  $77,  on  Clark's  $44,  on  Hughes'  $250 
and  on  Joslyn's  over  $500,  that  such  work  was  begun  upon  the  Negus 
and  Clark  claims  on  March  21, 1881,  and  upon  the  Hughes  and  Joslyn 
claims  on  April  5,  and  May  25, 1881,  that  the  men  thus  employed  were 
driven  by  Jesse  Bell  with  threats  and  fire-arms  from  the  claims  of 
Negus  and  Clark  on  April  2, 1881,  and  in  like  manner  from  the  claims 
of  Hughes  and  Joslyn  by  William  Sutton  and  others  on  June  15, 
1881,  and  that  petitioners  have  since  been  prevented  from  working  said 
claims  by  reason  of  the  ^Hhreats  and  interferences"  of  said  Bell  and 
Sutton. 

The  material  allegation  made  by  the  petitioners  is  to  the  effect  that 
they  had  each  acquired  a  preference  right  to  enter  the  tracts  included 
in  their  respective  filings  and  that  the  said  conflicting  cash  entries  upon 
which  the  patents  in  question  are  based  were  made  subject  to  such 
rights. 

SSection  2347,  supra^  provides  that  a  duly  qualified  person  shall 
<^  upon  application  to  the  register  of  the  proper  land  office  have  the 
right  to  enter  (in  the  manner  prescribed)  by  legal  subdiAisions  any 
quantity  of  vacant  coal  lands  of  the  United  States  ^*  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated or  reserved  by  competent  authority  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  to  such  individual  person." 

Section  2348,  supra,  provides  that  any  qualified  person  who  has 
opened  and  improved  or  shall  hereafter  <^  open  and  improve  any  coal 
mine  or  mines  upon  the  public  lands  and  shall  be  in  actual  possession 
of  the  same"  shall  be  "entitied  to  a  preference  right  of  entry  under 
the  preceding  section  of  the  mines  so  opened  and  improved." 

If,  therefore,  the  petitioners  had  acquired  and  were  in  possession 
of  such  preference  rights  of  entry  at  the  date  of  the  cash  entries  by  the 
patentees  it  would  seem  under  the  sections  cited  that  said  cash  entries 
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have  been  allowed  in  contravention  of  said  rights  and  that  the  patents 
based  thereon  (in  so  far  as  they  conflict  with  the  petitioners  claims) 
ahould  be  set  aside. 

But  proceedings  to  vacate  a  government  patent  will  not  be  advised 
by  this  Department  in  the  absence  of  a  sufOicient  showing.  Thomas  J. 
Laney  (9  L.  D.,  83). 

Your  office  in  this  connection  found  that  the  petitioners  had  failed  to 
'*  make  out  so  strong  a  case  of  prior  right  as  to  warrant  the  government 
in  attacking  the  title"  conveyed  by  the  patents  in  question. 

In  this  conclusion  I  fully  concur. 

In  the  case  of  McDaniel  v.  Bell,  supra^  involving  land  adjoining  that 
embraced  in  the  said  patent  to  Jesse  Bell,  the  Department  found  in  ef- 
fect that  one  William  Bell,  who  on  May  11, 1882,  applied  to  file  a  coal 
declaratory  statement  for  such  land  and  who,  by  direction  of  your  office, 
was  allowed  to  do  so  in  July  following^  had  made  such  application  and 
filing  in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  James  D.  Negus. 

Rule  9  of  the  Circular,  approved  July  31, 1882,  (1  L.  D.,  687),  pro- 
vides that  ^'  One  person  can  have  the  benefit  of  one  entry  or  filing  only. . 
He  is  disqualified  by  having  made  such  entry  or  filing  alone  or  as  a 
member  of  an  association."    This  rule  is  in  my  opinion  fully  sustained 
by  sections  2348, 2349  and  2350,  Revised  Statutes. 

The  said  application  by  William  Bell  for  the  benefit,  of  Negus  having 
been  subsequently  allowed  and  having  been  made  prior  to  June  5, 1882, 
it  follows  that  on  the  latter  date  when  Kegus  applied  to  file  as  stated, 
in  conflict  with  the  cash  entry  of  Jesse  Bell,  he  was  not  qualifled  to  enter 
land  under  the  act  of  1873  supra  and  could  therefore  acquire  no  rights 
as  against  such  entry. 

Consequently  it  is  unnecessary  to  further  consider  the  said  petition 
of  Negus  and  Clark,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  claim  of  the 
latter. 

It  is  set  out  in  said  petition  that  the  men  (employed  by  Negus)  who 
'<  had  been  working  and  representing  the  claim  of  Thomas  C,  Clark  as 
well  as  the  claim  of  James  D.  Negus"  from  March  19, 1881,  after  being 
driven  from  the  latter's  claim  by  Jesse  Bell  (<'  who  entered  the  mouth 
of  the  tunnel  made  and  worked  by  them,  and  drew  a  revolver  and 
I>ointed  it  at  them  and  notified  them  to  leave  the  claim  or  take  the  con- 
sequences) on  April  2,  following,  resumed  work  the  same  day  on  the 
Clark  claim  whence  they  were  driven "  in  like  manner  and  with  like 
threats  and  fire-arms  by  the  said  Jesse  Bell.  That  the  said  James  D 
Negus  and  Thomas  C.  Clark  have  since  said  time  been  prevented  from 
resuming  work  on  their  respective  claims  by  reason  of  the  threats  and 
interferences  of  the  said  Jesse  Bell  and  others  acting  in  concert  with 
him,  who  made  threats  <'  to  shoot  any  men  who  should  commence  work, 
ing  thereon." 

By  the  circular  of  July  31, 1882,  supra^  section  18,  the  Department 
held  that  the  ^<  opening  and  improving  of  a  coal  mine  in  order  to  con- 
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fer  a  preference  right  of  purchase  must  not  be  considered  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form ;  the  labor  expended  and  improvements  made  must  be 
such  as  to  clearly  indicate  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant." 

And  the  statute  (section  2348,  8upra)  further  requires  the  applicant 
for  such  preference  right  to  be  in  actual  possession  of  the  land  at  the 
time  when  he  seeks  to  exercise  such  right. 

The  affidavit  of  Clark  contained  in  the  coal  declaratory  statement 
presented  as  stated  for  him  by  Negus,  made  in  New  York,  May  25, 
1882,  sets  out  that  he  is  personally  unacquainted  with  the  land,  that  he 
has  expended  from  March  19,  to  Ax)ril  2,  1881,  $44  in  ^^  tunnelling  and 
cross  cutting." 

The  petition  of  Olark  and  Negus  sets  out  <'  that  said  declaratory 
statement  showed  that  the  said  Clarke  had  expended  the  sum  of  $44 
in  working  and  developing  said  claim." 

For  more  than  a  year  prior  to  his  application  to  file  as  stated  in  June, 
1882,  the  tract  claimed  for  Clark  was  admittedly  neither  in  his  posses- 
sion nor  subject  to  his  control. 

His  meagre  and  vaguely  described  Improvement  of  the  land  could 
not  therefore  be  considered  were  it  not  for  the  general  allegation  in  the 
said  petition  to  the  effect  that  since  the  said  eviction  of  his  agents  in 
April,  1881,  he  has  been  kept  out  of  possession  of  his  claim  by  the 
threats  of  Jesse  Bell. 

The  petitioners  (Negus  and  Clark)  however,  make  no  specific  showing 
in  support  of  such  charge.  They  fail  to  set  out  when,  or  to  whom,  or 
how  often  the  said  threats  were  made,  or  to  describe  the  attendant  cir. 
cumstances,  nor  do  they  allege  or  offer  to  prove  that  Jesse  Bell  or 
hose  with  him  had  acted  in  the  premises  for  the  benefit  of  John  Bell 
whose  patent  conflicts  with  the  claim  of  Clark.  Neither  does  it  ap- 
pear that  any  effort  has  been  made  by  or  for  Clark  to  regain  possession 
of  the  land. 

Conceding  therefore  that  Clark's  agents  were  as  alleged  forcibly  dis- 
possessed in  April,  1881,  the  showing  made  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  pres- 
ent petition  does  not  (under  the  circumstances)  in  my  opinion,  warrant 
the  belief  that  his  preference  right  to  which  he  alleged  the  cash  entry 
of  John  Bell  (made  in  April,  1882)  was  subject,  can  be  successfully 
maintained. 

The  petitions  of  Joslyn  and  Hughes  set  out  that  at  the  times  stated 
in  April  and  May,  1881,  the  men  employed  on  their  respective  claims 
were  driven  therefrom  by  William  Sutton,  and  "  four  other  armed  men 
acting  in  concert  with  him." 

The  affidavits  of  William  Bell  (apparently  the  same  party  who  had 
filed  as  aforesaid  for  Negus)  filed  with  said  petitions  set  out  that  Sutton 
had  then  claimed  the  said  tracts  for  the  Union  Pacific  R.  E.  Co.,  and 
that  (Sutton)  for  some  weeks  thereafter  had  kept  armed  men  on  said 
claims  to  drive  off  the  petitioner's  employees.  The  petitioners,  how- 
ever, neither  allege  or  offer  to  prove  that  the  conflicting  entries  of 
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Morsemaa  and  Bechei  were  made  in  the  interest  of  said  company  or 
tliat  Sutton  was  in  the  employ  or  acting  at  the  instance  of  said  entry- 
men. 

The  petitioners  ( Joslyn  and  Hughes)  alleged  generally  that  since  the 
said  dispossession  of  their  agents,  they  have  been  kept  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  their  claim  by  the  threats  and  interferences  of  Sutton  and 
others,  but  make  no  specific  showing  in  support  of  such  charge. 

The  matters  presented  by  the  petitions  last  mentioned  being  in  all 
material  respects  similar  to  those  presented  by  that  of  Clarke,  I  must  find 
for  the  reasons  heretofore  stated,  in  connection  with  the  latter,  that  the 
preference  rights  alleged  by  Joslyn  and  Hughes  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently shown. 

The  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  based  upon  the  rights  they  may  have 
acquired  in  preference  to  those  of  the  patentees.  They  have  failed  to 
make  a  satisfactory  showing  of  such  rights.  Consequently  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  showing  would  not  be  warranted  in 
recommending  suits  for  the  cancellation  of  the  patents  involved. 

The  pending  petitions  are  accordingly  denied. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss 
the  matters  attending  the  issue  by  your  office  of  the  patents  referred  to 
or  such  other  matters  as  may  be  presented  by  the  record. 


CALIFORNIA  SWAMP  LAND-ACT  OP  JULY  »3,  1886. 

ALLEN  BT  AL.  V.  McCABE. 

The  title  to  land  segregated  and  sold  by  the  State  of  California  as  swamp  prior  to  the 
act  of  July  23, 1866,  is  confirmed  to  said  State  by  the  second  clause  of  section  4  of 
said  act,  if  the  segregation  survey  conforms  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by 
the  United  States. 

The  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  the  matter  of 
approving  township  plats  constructed  by  the  Ufiited  States  surveyor  general 
showing  segregation  surveys  made  by  the  State  prior  to  said  act,  is  limited  to 
ascertaining  whether  said  surveys  conform  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by 
the  United  States,  and  if  so  found,  he  is  not  authorized  to  withhold  his  approval. 
SemhU,  if  fraud  is  alleged  the  Commissioner  may  refuse  his  approval. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  12, 

1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  State  of  California,  in  the  case  of 
said  State  ex  reU  J.  E.  Allen,  and  J.  E.  Bice,  v.  The  United  States  ex  reU 
W.  B.  McCabe,  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  January  25, 1887  ^ 
holding  for  rejection  the  claim  of  the  State  under  the  swamp  land  grant 
to  lots  2,  3  and  4,  of  section  28,  and  Idt  1  and  the  NE.  i  of  the  NW.  i 
of  section  33,  T.  14  N.,  R.  9  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  California. 

The  State  claims  under  the  act  of  September  28, 1850  (9  Stat.,  519— 
section  2479,  Revised  Statutes)  whereby  it  was  granted  "  the  whole  of 
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the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  made  nnflt  thereby  for  cultivation  and 
remaining  unsold  on  or  after  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  "  and  under  the  act  of  July  23, 1866  (14  Stat., 
218)  to  quiet  land  titles  in  California. 

February  27, 1884,  the  relator  William  B.  McCabe  made  homestead 
entry  of  lot  1,  and  the  IJOB.  J  of  the  KW.  J,  of  section  33,  and  lots  2,  3 
and  4  of  section  28,  in  said  township. 

July  23, 1873,  the  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  San  Francisco  for- 
warded the  application  of  the  State  of  California  ex  reh  Charles  Good- 
win, to  have  lots  4  and  5,  section  28,  and  lot  1  and  the  N£.  ^  of  the 
NW.  J  of  section  33,  T.  14  N.,  R.  9  W.,  listed  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
land  under  the  act  of  July  23, 1866.  Accompanying  said  letter  was  the 
following  statement : 

No  advene  claim.  It  appearing  that  the  State  sold  said  land  prior  to  Jaly  23, 
1866—to  wit,  in  1860 — we  recommend  that  the  same  be  listed  to  the  State. 

H.  £.  Rollins,  register, 
Chas.  H.  Chamberlain,  receiver. 

With  the  letter  was  transmitted  a  certified  copy  of  survey  Ko.  18,  of 
the  K.  i  of  the  NW.  ^  of  section  33,  and  the  south  fraction  of  the  S W. 
i  of  section  28,  containing  ninety-seven  acres,  made  March  14, 1860,  by 
T.  J.  De Woody,  county  surveyor  of  Kapa  county,  in  accordance,  as  he 
states,  with  the  act  of  the  legislature  approved  April  18^  1859,  and  the 
instructions  of  the  surveyor-general. 

This  is  the  land  J.  B.  Rice  bought  from  the  State  as  H.  A.  Higley^ 
register  of  the  State  land  ofOice  certifies,  under  date  of  August  1860. 
The  certificate  states  that  upon  payment  of  the  amount  agreed  upon  and 
the  confirmation  of  the  State's  claim,  Bice  will  be  entitled  to  a  patent 
for  the  tracts  described.  The  amount  paid  by  Mr.  Rice  in  1860,  was 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  being  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
purchase  money  and  the  first  year's  interest,  for  ninety-seven  acres  of 
swamp  and  overflowed  land.  In  each  of  the  years  1861, 1862  and  1863, 
he  paid  $7.76  annual  interest;  in  1867  $23.28  being  interest  to  April  1^ 
1868  and  on  May  12, 1868,  $77.60  being  payment  in  full,  was  made. 

September  15,  1862,  Rice,  for  value  received,  sold  all  of  his  interest  in 
said  lands  to  Charles  Goodwin. 

Survey  No.  19,  also  transmitted,  was  of  fractional  southeast  quarter  of 
section  28,  T.  14  N.,  R.  9  W.,  containing  eighty-five  and  a  half  acres 
and  was  made  March  13, 1860,  by  T.  J.  De Woody,  county  surveyor  of 
Napa  county.  As  in  the  previous  case,  the  county  surveyor  certified 
to  the  correctness  of  the  survey.  This  is  the  land  James  E.  Allen  ap- 
plied to  purchase  from  thCiState,  and  for  which  he  made  the  first  pay- 
ment.in  1860,  as  H.  A.  Higley,  register  of  the  State  laud  office  certified 
under  date  of  August  1, 1860.  *  July  17,  I860,  Allen  paid  $23.94  for 
said  land,  being  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  with  interests 
for  the^rst  year.  He  paid  the  annual  interest  of  $6.84  for  each  of  the 
years  1861  and  1802.    April  26, 1862,  he  assigned,  for  a  valuable  con- 
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8ideration,  all  bis  iuterest  in  said  tract  to  James  W.  McGaugh,  who 
paid  interest  of  $6.84  for  each  of  the  years  1863,  1864,  1870,  1871, 1872^ 
and  on  December  3, 1868,  paid  $25.27  for  three  years  eight  months  and 
nine  days.  April  30, 1869,  for  value  received,  McQaugh  assigned  all 
his  interest  in  said  land  to  Oharles  Goodwin. 

Augost  23, 1884,  the  United  States  surveyor-general  transmitted  a 
plat  of  said  township  14,  showing  the  amendments  made  to  the  map 
thereof  in  accordance  with  the  segregation  surveys  made  by  the  State 
of  California,  in  sections  28  and  33,  prior  to  July  23,  1866,  together 
with  the  list  of  lands  so  segregated.  This  list  embraces  lots  4  and  5 
containing  28.41  acres,  and  lots  1, 2  and  3,  containing  89.63  acres,  in  sec 
tion  28,  as  per  survey  18,  and  the  NB.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  lot  1,  con- 
taining 79.63  acres  in  section  33,  as  per  survey  19,  the  whole  amounting 
to  197.90  acres. 

Upon  this  list  the  register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  made  the 
following  annotation : 

fietamed  by  United  States  sarveyor-general  as  upland  on  plat  filed  December  14 
1869.    Homestead  entry  for  lot  4  by  William  B.  McCabe,  No.  5911,  February  27,1884, 

The  above  remarks  apply  also  to  these  tracts  (NE.  ^  of  KW.  ^  and  lot  1  section  33) 
and  also  to  lots  3  and  3  of  these  tracts. 

October  22, 1884,  there  was  transmitted  the  protest  of  William  B. 
McCabe,  who  had  made  homestead  entry  of  lots  2,  3  and  4,  section 
28  and  lot  1  and  NB.  J  of  NW.  J  of  section  33,  T.  14  K,  R.  9  W. 
against  the  application  of  the  State  of  Oalifornia  to  have  said  land  cer- 
tified to  said  State  as  swamp  and  overflowed  land,  and  against  the  ap- 
proval of  any  segregation  or  survey  of  said  lands  or  any  portion  there- 
of as  swamp  lands  and  overflowed  land  or  otherwise.  As  grounds  of 
protest  he  alleged  that  no  portion  of  said  land  is,  or  ever  was,  of  the 
character  contemplated  by  the  act  granting  swamp  lands,  tbat  the  State 
had  never  selected  or  applied  for  any  portion  of  said  land  prior  to  the 
homestead  entry  of  said  McOabe ;  that  whatever  claim  said  State  may 
have  had  is  barred  by  the  lapse  of  time  and  its  own  laches,  and  that  the 
pretended  survey  of  said  lands  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia does  not  conform  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the  United 
States. 

By  your  office  letter  of  May  12, 1885,  you  ordered  a  hearing  under  the 
last  paragraph  of  section  4,  of  said  act  of  1866,  to  ascertain  the  actual 
character  of  said  tracts  September  28, 1850,  and  your  said  order  of  a 
hearing  seems  to  be  based  upon  the  statement  of  the  register  of  the 
local  office,  that  said  land  is  returned  as  '^  upland^  by  the  United  States 
survey  of  1869. 

Upon  the  testimony  taken  at  this  hearing  the  surveyor  general  found 
that  said  land  was  swamp  or  overflowed  land  at  date  of  the  grant  and 
as  such  passed  to  the  State,  but  on  appeal  of  McCabe  for  the  United 
States,  your  office  by  the  decision  complained  of  reversed  said  decision 
and  held  the  claim  of  grantees  uhder  the  State  for  cancellation. 
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The  issues  raised  seem  to  be  two;  first,  was  a  heariag  properly  or- 
dered, and  second,  if  so,  is  yoar  decision  sustained  by  the  evidence  ! 

It  is  claimed  by  the  grantees  of  the  State  that  by  the  second  clause 
of  section  4,  of  the  act.of  1866,  the  title  of  the  State  was  quieted  in  the 
grantees  under  the  facts  shown  in  the  record  and  that  no  hearing  could 
be  legally  had  and  no  inquiry  could  be  made  as  to  the  character  of  the 
land. 

The  appeal  of  the  State  is  based  substantially  upon  the  claim  that 
your  said  decision  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence  and  is  contrary  to 
law,  specifically  alleging  that  said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  23, 1866,  and  particularly  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  second  clause  of  the  fourth  section  of  said  act. 

The  act  of  July  23, 1866  (14  Stats.,  218),  provides  in  said  section  four 
as  follows : — 

That  in  all  cases  where  towuship  sarveys  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  made 
tinder  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  the  plats  thereof  approved,  it  shall  be  the 
cLaty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  certify  over  to  the  State  of 
California,  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  all  the  lauds  represented  as  such  npon  such 
approved  plats,  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  within  one  year  from 
the  return  and  approval  of  sach  township  plats.  The  Commissioner  shall  direct  the 
United  States  surveyor  general  for  the  State  of  California,  to  examine  the  segrega- 
tion maps  and  surveys  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  made  by  said  State ;  and 
when  he  shall  find  them  to  conform  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the  Unit-ed 
States,  he  shall  construct  aud  approve  township  plats  accordingly,  and  forward  to  the 
general  land  oflice  for  approval ;  Provided,  That  in  segregating  large  bodies  of  land, 
notoriously  and  obviously  swamp  and  overflowed,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  subdi- 
vide the  same,  but  to  run  the  exterior  lines  of  such  body  of  land. 

In  case  such  surveys  are  found  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  system  of  United 
States  surveys,  and  in  such  other  townships  as  no  survey  has  been  made  by  the  United 
States,  the  Commissioner  shall  direct  the  surveyor  general  to  make  segregation  sur- 
veys upon  application  to  said  surveyor  general  by  the  Qovemor  of  said  State,  within 
one  year  of  such  application,  of  all  the  swamp  and  overflowed  land  in  such  townships, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  the  general  land  office  representing  and  describing  what 
land  was  swamp  and  overflowed  under  the  grant,  according  to  the  best  evidence  he 
can  obtain.  If  the  authorities  of  said  State  shall  claim  as  swamp  and  oversowed  any 
land  not  represented  as  such  upon  the  map  or  in  the  returns  of  the  surveyors,  the 
character  of  such  land  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  September  twenty-eight,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  right  to  the  same,  shall  be  determined  by  testimony,  to  be 
taken  before  the  surveyor  general,  who  shall  decide  the  same,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  California  enacted  several  laws,  begin- 
ning with  the  act  of  1855,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  segrega- 
ting the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  granted  to  the  State  by  the  act 
of  September  28, 1850  (9  Stats.,  519),  but  which  by  reason  of  the  failure 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  certify  the  same  to  the  State  under 
the  second  section  of  said  act  had  not  yet  become  available  for  purposes 
of  sale  or  reclamation.  The  act  of  said  legislature  under  which  the 
6ales  of  the  land  in  controversy  were  made  by  the  State  was  an  act  ap- 
proved April  21,  1868,  (General  Laws  of  Cal.,  1850  to  1864,  page  592), 
which  provided  that  any  qualified  citizen  of  the  State  might  have  a 
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segregation  survey  of  any  alleged  swamp  land  which  he  desired  U>  pur- 
chase, by  filing  the  aflftdavit  provided  for  by  section  two  of  said  act,  in 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  of  the  county  in  which  the  land,  or  the  greater 
part  of  it,  might  be  situated. 

No  general  segregation  law  was  enacted  until  1861. 

With  his  letter  of  August  23, 1884,  the  United  States  surveyor  gen- 

eral  transmitted  a  plat  of  said  township  14,  showing  the  amendments 

made  to  the  map  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  segregation  surveys 

made  b^'  the  state  of  California  in  section  28  and  33  prior  to  July  23, 

1866.    The  lots  described  are  lots  1, 2,  3,  4  and  5,  section  28,  and  lot  1 

and  the  NE.  i  of  the  NW.  J  of  section  33  and  the  certificate  is  in  the 

words  following: 

U.  S.  Surveyor  General's  Office, 

San  Franci8C4),  Cal,  July  23,  1884. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  list  of  the  lands  in  township  14  north, 

range  9  west,  Mount  Diablo  base  and  meridian,  selected  and  segregated  as  swamp 

and  overflowed  lauds  by  the  State  of  California  prior  to  July  23,  1866,  as  appears  by 

certified  copies  of  State  segregation  surveys  now  on  file  and  of  record  iu  this  office 

and  I  further  certify  that  the  said  surveys  conform  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted 

by  the  United  States. 

Attest. 

(SEAL.)  W.  H.  Brown, 

U.  S.  Surveyor  Generalf  Diet,  of  Cala. 

By  letter  of  November  14,  1887,  you  transmitted  a  diagram  of  the 
whole  of  said  township  14,  upon  which  was  the  following  endorsement: 

The  above  diagram  of  township  No.l4,  north,  range  No.  9,  west.  Mount  Diable  me- 
ridian, showing  amendments  to  sections  28  and  33,  is  strictly  conformable  to  the  field 
notes  of  surveys  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  in  said  sections,  by  T.  J.  Dewoody, 
county  surveyor  for  Napa  county,  made  in  April  1860,  which  are  on  file  in  this  office 
Said  surveys  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  United 

States  system  of  surveys  and  are  hereby  approved. 

W.  H.  Brown, 

■ 

U,  S,  Surv,  Gen.  Cal, 
U.  S.  Surveyor  General's  Office, 

San  Francieoo,  Califomiaf  August  23, 1884. 

Upon  the  diagram  lots  1, 2,  3,  4,  and  5  of  section  28  and  lots  1  and 
the  NE.  i  of  the  NW.  |  of  section  53,  are  marked  "  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands."  In  your  said  letter  you  say :  '^  Said  plat  has  not  been 
approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

It  is  contended  by  the  counsel  for  McGabe  that  the  surveys  made  in 
1860,  were  illegal  and  void  and  were  not  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
the  State  or  with  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the  United  States. 
They  discuss  the  State  law  and  cite  decisions  bf  the  supreme  court  of 
California  as  to  its  requirements.  Into  this  discussion  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  enter,  because  it  was  decided  by  Secretary  Delano,  De- 
cember 5,  1871  (IC.  L.  L.,  462),  adopting  the  opinionof  Assistant  Attor- 
ney' General  Smith  (id.,  453),  that  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the 
United  States  meant  those  made  on  the  rectangular  system  as  contra- 
distinguished from  those  made  on  the  geodetic  system. 

The  survey  made  by  the  State  in  I860,  being  in  conformity  with  the 
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system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the  United  States  and  the  land  having 
been  sold  prior  to  the  act  of  1866,  and  when  there  was  no  adverse  claim 
to  it,  the  State  having  made  application  for  the  same  in  dae  form  and  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  United  States  having  approved  and  constructed 
a  township  accordingly  and  forwarded  the  same  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  OfiBce,  for  approval,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the 
effect  of  the  refusal  of  the  Oommissioner  to  approve  the  plat. 

In  the  case  of  Wright  and  Koseberry,  121  U.  S.,  where  there  was  no 
formal  approval  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  township  plat  the  court 
treated  its  official  use  as  approval  and  said,  (p.  517) : 

The  repreHentation  of  the  lands  as  swamp  and  overflowed  on  the  approved  town- 
ship plat  would  he  conclusive  as  against  the  United  States  that  they  were  such  lands^ 
if  they  had  not  been  patented  before  the  return  of  such  township  plat  to  the  Land 
Office.  The  act  of  Congress  intended  that  the  segregation  map  prepared  by  author- 
ity of  the  State,  and  filed  in  the  State  surveyor  generaPs  office,  if  found  upon  exam~ 
in-Jition  by  the  United  States  surveyor  general  to  be  made  in  accordance  with  the 
public  surveys  of  the  general  government,  should  be  taken  as  evidence  that  the  land» 
designated  thereon  as  swamp  and  overflowed  were  such  in  fact  except  where  thia 
would  interfere  with  the  previously  acquired  interests. 

This  language  does  not  determine  what  constitutes  the  "  approved'^ 
plats  referred  to,  whether  the  approval  must  be  by  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral alone  or  by  both  the  surveyor  general  and  the  Ck>mmis8ioner. 

After  quoting  the  seicond  clause  of  the  fourth  section  of  said  act  of 
July  23, 1866,  Secretary  Schurz  said  in  the  case  of  the  Central  Pacific 
Bailroad  v.  State  of  California  (4  C.  L.  O.,  150) : 

The  act  of  September  28,  1850,  granted  none  hue  swampy  or  overflowed  lands^ 
whereas  the  State  had  segregated  both  dry  and  swampy  lands.  The  clause  above 
quoted  was  therefore  enacted  to  make  an  end  of  controversy  by  confirming  to  th» 
State  those  lands  which  she  had  segregated  in  accordance  with  the  system  of  surveys 
adopted  by  the  general  government.  I  am  of^  the  opinion  that  this  clause  confirma 
absolutely  to  the  State  all  lands  not  in  a  state  of  reservation  which  had  been  segre- 
gated by  her  prior  to  July  23, 1866,  if  the  State  surveys  were  made  on  the  rectangular 
system  whether  the  lands  had  been  surveyed  by  the  United  States  or  not,  or  whether 
they  were  swampy  or  dry  lands,  provided  no  valid  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim 
or  other  right  had  been  acquired  by  any  settler  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  the 
act. 

The  land  in  controversy  having  been  actually  segregated  in  1860,  by 
a  survey  made  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  and  having 
been  sold  by  said  State  at  that  time,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  comes 
within  the  second  clause  of  section  4,  of  said  act  of  July  23, 1866,  and 
that  if  such  segregation  survey  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  rect- 
angular system  the  title  to  the  land  was  absolutely  quieted  to  the  State 
by  said  act. 

In  section  11,  of  the  said  act  of  April  21, 1858,  of  the  legislature  of 
California,  it  was  provided  that, — 

AU  surveys  under  tbe  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  surveyor-general,  and  shall  bo  made  to  conform  to  the  surveys  of  the  pub- 
lic land  by  the  general  government,  except  that  the  lands  held  by  actual  settlers- 
shall  be  surveyed  after  what  is  known  as  the  geodetic  method  and  such  geodetic  sur- 
veys shall  be  made  to  conform  to  the  lines  and  boundaries  e-stablisbed  by  such  settlers. 
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I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  for  the 
purpose  of  approving  the  township  plats  constructed  by  the  United  State.s 
surveyor  general  of  California  showing  such  segregation  surveys  made 
under  the  law  of  the  State  prior  to  July  23,  L866,  extends  only  to  ascer- 
taining whether  said  segregation  surveys  were  made  in  accordance  with 
the  system  of  United  States  surveys,  and  if  they  are  found  to  have  been 
so  surveyed  then  the  approval  of  the  township  plats  follows  as  a  matter 
of  course;  but  unless  it  appears  that  some  other  system  was  used,  the 
Commissioner  can  not  refuse  his  approval,  except  perhaps  in  cases 
where  fraud  may  be  alleged. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  counsel  for  homestead  claimants  alleged  that  said 
surveys  were  not  made  in  the  method  adopted  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, but  their  specifications  only  allege  certain  informalities  in  the 
affidavits  upon  which  the  surveys  were  based.  t 

I  therefore  find  that  the  segregation  surveys  of  I860  under  which 
appellants  claim,  do  conform  to  the  system  of  surveys  adopted  by  the 
United  States,  as  certified  by  the  United  States  surveyor  general  for 
California,  and  should  be  approved  by  your  ofQce,  and  that  the  hearing 
before  the  said  surveyor  general  to  determine  the  character  of  the  land 
was  improperly  allowed. 

Your  said  decision  is  accordingly  reversed  and  said  land  may  be  cer* 
tified  to  the  State. 


TIMBER  CULTTTRE  ENTRY— BREAKING. , 

Lamson  V.  Burton. 

The  entryman  may  take  advantage  of  breakiag  done  on  the  land  by  a  prevLons  oc> 

onpant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  12,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Oeorge  W.  Burton  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  dated  December  28, 1886,  in  the  case  of  Francis  G.  Lam- 
son  V.  George  W.  Burton^  holding  for  cancellation  the  latter's  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  SB.  i  Sec.  3,  T.  3  K,  R.  19  W.,  Bloomington  land 
district,  Nebraska. 

August  14, 1884,  Burton  made  entry  for  said  tract  and  on  September 
16, 1886,  Lamson  initiated  a  contest  against  the  same  alleging  ^' that  the 
said  George  W.  Burton  has  failed  to  plow  or  break  five  acres  since  date 
of  entry  to  present  time." 

Hearing  was  ordered  and  had.  The  register  and  receiver  from  the 
evidence  submitted  them  found  in  favor  of  claimant,  and  dismissed  the 
contest 
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Contestant  appealed  and  you  reversed  the  finding  of  the  register  and 
receiver  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  whereupon  claimant  ap- 
pealed to  this  office. 

The  testimony  offered  at  the  hearing  shows  that  prior  to  the  year 
1879,  at  least  eleven  acres  were  broken  on  the  north  side  of  the  tract  in 
dispute,  and  that  said  breaking  was  cultivated  and  cropped  to  wheat  in 
the  season  of  1879,  and  that  each  year  thereafter  the  said  eleven  acres 
were  cultivated,  and  in  May,  1884,  the  same  were  planted  to  trees,  and 
at  the  date  of  claimant's  entry  there  were  from  thirty  to  forty  additional 
acres  of  breaking  on  said  quarter  section.  While  the  testimony  in  this 
case  clearly  shows  that  the  claimant  failed  to  break  or  plow  five  acres 
during  the  first  year  after  his  entry,  yet,  it  is  sufficiently  shown  that 
during  said  period  he  had  known  that  there  was  at  least  ten  acres  of 
said  land  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  mellow  and  friable,  and  that 
its  condition  for  cropping  or  tree  planting  during  the  second  and  third 
years, 'was  far  better  than  any  prairie  land  which  he  might  break  or 
backset  during  the  first  or  second  year. 

In  the  case  of  McKenzie  v.  Killgore  (10  L.  D.,  323),  it  was  held  that 
an  entryman  may  take  advantage  of  breaking  done  upon  the  laud  at 
date  of  his  entry,  but  that  the  length  of  time  between  such  former  work 
and  work  done  by  the  entryman  should  be  considered  as  important  in 
determining  whether  or  not  the  entryman  should  have  credit  for  such 
former  breaking  or  plowing. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  evidence  of  both  parties  shows  that  nearly  all 
of  the  trees  planted  in  1884,  wilted  and  died  and  that  on  September  1^0, 
1885  (thirteen  months  and  six  days  after  entry)  claimant  replowed  a 
portion  of  said  tree  plat,  and  at  the  time  of  the  hearing  the  whole 
thereof  had  been  replowed  and  five  acres  sowed  to  winter  rye,  and  that 
said  eleven  acres  were  then  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

In  deciding  the  case  of  Burgess  v.  Hogaboom  (10  L.  D.,  470),  it  is 
held  that  '^  The  timber  culture  law  is  not  run  in  a  cast-iron  mould,  and 
must  be  construed  in  the  light  of  reason  "  and  as  its  object  is  to  en- 
courage the  growth  of  forest  trees  on  prairie  lands,  and  requires  that 
land  selected  for  such  purpose  should  be  subdued  and  made  mellow  be- 
fore the  tree  seeds,  trees  or  cuttings  are  planted,  and  as  I  find  that  such 
condition  was  attained  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  as  your  office  did  not 
find  any  evidence  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  claimant,  and  as  I  think 
the  former  plowing  was  so  utilized  by  him  that  it  inured  to  the  benefit 
of  the  land,  he  should  have  credit  therefor. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed. 
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PRE-sfafPTION-SECOND  FILING. 

HOMEB  0.   STEBBINS. 

A  second  filing  will  not  be  allowed  on  the  ground  that  the  land  included  in  the  first 
Ib  not  habitable,  unless  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the  settler,  in  the  exercise  of  or. 
dinary  diligence,  was  unable  to  discover  the  true  character  of  said  land. 

First  Assista/nt  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  GeneraX 

Land  Office^  July  12, 1890. 

The  appeal  from  your  office  decision  in  the  above  ease  is  before  me^ 
and  the  record  shows  the  following  facts : 

The  claimant,  Homer  O.  Stebbins,  on  April  15, 1886,.  tiled  declaratory 
statement  No.  6660  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  27  N.,  B.  48  W.,  Valen- 
tine,  Nebraska,  alleging  settlement  April  13tb,  same  year. 

March  25, 1887,  George  Sutton  filed  declaratory  statement  for  same^ 
land,  which  was  relinquished  and  canceled  August  27, 1887,  and  on  the 
same  day  Gilbert  J.  Wilkerson  made  homestead  entry  therefor. 

Stebbins,  on  April  24, 1886,  filed  his  second  declaratory  statement 
No.  6832  for  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  2,  Tp.  25  N.,  R.  48  W.,  aUeging  settle- 
ment April  20th  of  the  same  year.  On  October  13, 1888,  he  made  ap- 
plication to  the  local  office  to  be  allowed  to  amend  his  first  filing,  so  aa 
to  take  the  land  described  in  his  second  filing  in  lieu  of  that  embraced 
in  his  first,  alleging  in  his  affidavit,  which  was  partially  corroborated^ 
that  at  the  time  of  examining  the  land  embraced  in  his  first  filing  he 
had  ^<  met  with  an  accident  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun,  which  injured  his 
eyes,  and  going  home  made  said  filing  at  land  office  in  Valentine;'^ 
That  after  getting  relief,  fearing  ^'  he  had  deceived  himself,"  he  went 
back  to  the  tract,  and  found  that  the  land  consisted  of  canons  and 
gravel  hills,  and  was  unfit  for  a  farm.  Thereupon  he  made  his  second 
declaratory  statement,  embracing  the  land  last  above  described,  moved 
on  to  it  in  June,  1886,  and  has  lived  there  ever  since,  improving  it  by 
a  house,  out-houses,  cellar  and  well,  and  by  the  cultivation  of  frnits- 
and  vegetables,  and  now  asks  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  retain  (t,. 
and  to  that  end  prays  that  the  amendment  be  allowed. 

On  this  showing  you  refused  the  amendment,  and  now  hold  claim* 
ant's  second  filing  for  cancellation.  From  this  decision  he  has  appealed 
to  this  Department. 

The  provisions  in  relation  to  change  or  correction  of  entries  are  em- 
braced in  sections  2369,  2370,  2371  and  2372  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2369  provides  for  change  of  entry  where  mistake  has  been 
made  through  the  fault  of  the  government  officers,  or  error  in  the  pub- 
lic records. 

Section  2370  extends  this  provision  to  cases  where  patents  have  is- 
sued or  may  hereafter  issue. 

Section  2371  makes  (he  same  provision  applicable  to  errors  in  the 
location  of  land  warrants,  while  section  2372  provides  for  the  correction 
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of  mistakes  made  by  the  entryman  himself  in  the  true  numbers  of  the 
tract  intended  to  be  entered. 

These  are  all  the  statutory  provisions  in  relation  to  change  or  cor- 
rection of  entries,  and  the  statute  nowhere  provides  for  an  amendment 
of  entry.  The  Oommissioner,  however,  with  the  approval  of  this  de- 
partment, has  from  time  to  time,  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  equity, 
allowed  changes  and  corrections  to  be  made  by  amendment,  where  en- 
try of  a  tract  of  land  not  intended  to  be  entered  has  been  made  through 
a  mistake  of  the  true  numbers,  where  no  intervening  rights  are  dis- 
turbed, and  where  the  mistake  was  through  no  fault  or  negligence  of 
the  entrymftn.  Changes  of  entry  or  second  entries  have  also  been 
allowed  where  after  entry  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  land  is  '^  not 
habitable  and  the  reasons  therefor  were  not  discoverable  by  the  exer. 
cise  of  ordinary  diligence  at  the  time  of  making  the  entry.  (Edward 
C.  Davis,  8  L.  D.,  507.)  In  this  case  Davis  entered  and  improved  a 
quarter  section  in  Nebraska,  had  built  a  frame  house,  planted  frnit  and 
shade  trees,  and  had  dug  a  well  and  discovered  that  the  water  obtained 
from  it  was  poisonous  and  could  not  be  used  by  man  or  beast,  and  that 
no  other  kind  of  water  could  be  obtained  on  his  claim. .  This  Depart- 
ment found  that  *'  by  his  expenditure  upon  the  land  embraced  in  his 
original  entry  and  by  his  efforts  to  establish  a  home  there,  the  claim- 
ant had  sufficiently  shown  his  good  faith  in  making  his  first  entry." 
The  entryman  was  allowed  to  make  a  second  entry,  on  filing  a  formal 
relinquishment  of  the  former,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  he  had 
not  received  money  or  other  consideration  or  promise  of  consideration 
for  abandoning  his  first  entry. 

'  Other  cases  could  be  cited  where  a  second  filing  has  been  allowed  on 
discovering  that  the  land  embraced  in  the  first  entry  was  not  habitable, 
but  in  all  these  cases  the  applicant  was  required  to  show  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Commissioner,  not  only  that  the  land  was  unfit  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  entered,  but  also  that  such  defect  was  not 
discoverable  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence. 

Now,  in  the  case  under  consideration  there  is  no  pretense  that  there 
was  any  mistake  in  the  numbers  of  the  first  entry,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  the  applicant  filed  on  land  different  from  that  which  he  intended  to 
enter;  therefore  his  application  does  not  come  within  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  statute  allowing  a  change  of  entry  (Sec.  2372  B.  S.). 

Does  it  then  come  within  the  cases  recognized  by  the  practice  of  this 
Department  as  entitling  applicants  to  a  change  of  entry  or  second 
filing  ?  That  is  to  say,  does  appellant's  application  disclose  that  the 
land  embraced  in  his  first  filing  is  not  habitable  or  fit  for  farming,  and 
also  that  this  fact  was  not  discoverable  by  the  use  of  ordinary  dili- 
gence! 

As  to  the  first  inquiry,  the  record  shows  that  the  untillable  charac. 
ter  of  the  land  is  shown  by  the  affidavit  of  appellant  alone,  and  while 
his  application  is  accompanied  by  the  corroborative  affidavit  of  one  Her- 
bert M.  Anderson,  said  Anderson  in  no  manner  corroborates  the  affi- 
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davit  of  appellant  as  to  the  bad  quality  of  the  land.  In  fact,  it  would 
appear  that  said' Auderson  is  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  character 
of  the  land,  or,  being  acquainted,  is  unwilling  to  make  affidavit  as  to 
its  nntillable  character. 

Further,  it  appears  from  the  records  that  within  a  year  from  the  date  of 
appellant's  first  filing,  George  Sutton  filed  (and  presumably  with  his 
eyes  open  and  unimpaired)  on  the  same  tract,  and  later,  in  August^ 
1887,  Gilbert  J.  Wilkerson  made  a  homestead  entry  therefor,  and  for 
aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary  is  now  converting  the  ^'  canons  and 
gravel  hills ''  into  a  home  for  his  family. 

But  conceding  that  appellant's  affidavit  truthfully  describes  the  land, 
and  that  the  same  is  not  habitable,  or,  as  his  affidavits  states,  is  '^  unfit 
for  a  farm,"  did  appellant  before  filing  exercise  ordinary  diligence  to 
ascertain  the  quality  of  the  land,  or  such  diligence  as^  under  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Department,  would  entitle  him  to  a  second  entry  ? 

The  evidence  as  to  his  diligence  consists,  of  his  own  affidavit  alone, 
and  is  as  follows : — 

Homer  C.  Stebbins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  made  a  preemptio;i 
D.  S.  npon  SE.  ^  Sec.  20,  Tp.  27,  R.  48,  Nebraska,  and  at  the  time  met  with  an  acci- 
dent by  the  bursting  of  a  gan,  which  injured  his  eyes,  and  going  home  made  said 
filing  at  land  office  in  Valentine.  His  eyes  were  injured  by  pow  d.  After  filing 
said  D.  S.  and  getting  relief  to  his  eyes,  he  returned  to  the  tract  of  land  fearing  that 
in  his  excitement  and  iigury  he  might  have  deceived  himself  in  the  same.  After 
arriviog  at  said  tract  he  found  that  the  same  embraced  canons  and  gravel  hills  tha^ 
made  it  unfit  for  a  farm  and  he  selected  the  NW.  i,  etc. 

From  this  affidavit  it  does  not  satisfactorily  appear  at  what  time  in 
the  proceedings  he  received  the  injury  which  impaired  his  eyesight* 
In  the  first  part  of  his  affidavit  he  says  he  met  with  the  accident  at  the 
time  of  filing  his  declaratory  statement,  farther  on  he  intimates  that  on 
receiving  the  injury  he  went  home  and  filed  on  the  tract.  But  grant- 
ing that  his  injury  was  received  while  he  was  examining  the  land,  or 
before  he  began  the  examination,  the  fact  still  remains  that  he  was  so 
far  satisfied  with  his  examination  as  to  '<  go  home  and  file  his  declara- 
tory statement."  If  he  did  examine  the  land  before  filing,  then  he  is 
certainly  not  entitled  to  relief.  If  he  did  not  examine  it,  whether  by 
reason  of  his  injury  or  otherwise,  then  he  must  have  filed  haphazard, 
and  is  now  asking  this  Department  to  cure  his  own  laches. 

To  sustain  appellant's  second  entry,  under  the  facts  disclosed  by  the 
record  in  this  case,  would  be  to  establish  a  most  dangerous  precedent, 
invite  perjury  and  open  the  doors  of  this  Department  to  applicants  for 
change  of  entry  on  the  most  friyolous  pretexts. 

As  claimant  has  never  received  any  benefit  from  his  first  filing,  and 
as  the  evidence  shows  that  he  has  expended  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  in  improving  the  claim  last  pre-empted,  he  will  be  allowed  to 
make  homestead  entry  for  the  same  land,  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
notice  of  the  cancellation  of  his  pre-emption  filing,  ^o,  6832,  if  qualified 
to  make  entry  under  said  law. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified. 
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PRACTICE— APPEAL-XOTICE. 

Hannon  V.  Northern  Pacific  E.  R.  Co. 

In  all  oases  where  an  appeal  is  held  defective  by  the  General  Land  Office,  the  papers 
in  the  case,  together  with  the  appeal,  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Department, 
and  the  letter  of  transmittal  should  specifically  designate  wherein  the  appeal  is 
defective. 

An  appeal  will  be  dismissed  if  there  is  no  proof  that  a  copy  of  the  appeal  and  specifi- 
cations of  error  was  served  on  the  opposite  party. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offlce^  July  12» 

1890. 

By  letter  of  April  7, 1890,  you  transmitted  papers  in  the  case  of  Will- 
iam Hannon  v.  Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.,  involving  the  NW.  ^,  Sec* 
17,  T.  20  N.,  B.  3  B.,  Seattle,  Washington,  land  district. 

It  seems  that  on  Febrnary  1, 1886,  Hannon  applied  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  said  land  which  application  was,  by  the  local  officers^ 
refused  because  of  conflict  with  the  grant  to  said  railroad  company. 
From  that  decision  Hannon  appealed  to  your  office  saying,  ^'  and  for 
grounds  of  appeal  and  reversal  relies  upon  the  decision  of  the  Honorable 
Commissioner  in  the  analogous  case  of  Donald  McBae  v.  The  Northern 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company  made  on  or  about  January  12, 1886,  and  upon 
the  doctrines  and  principles  therein  stated."  Your  office,  on  December 
23, 1887,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers  stating  that  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  in  the  McBae  case  had,  on  September  30, 1887,  been 
reversed  by  this  Department.  (For  case  of  McBae  v.  Northern  Pacific 
B.  B.  Co.,  see  6  L.  D.,  400.) 

It  seems  that  Hannon  filed  an  appeal  from  that  decision  and  that  od 
October  24, 1888,  your  office  returned  said  appeal  together  with  those 
in  the  cases  of  Charles  B.  Corey,  Jay  A.  Carson  and  John  Arthur,  to  the 
local  office  ^'  in  order  that  said  parties  might  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  Bule  93,  of  the  Bules  of  Practice".  No  further  steps  seem  to 
have  been  taken  in  this  matter  until  January  29, 1890,  when  you  called 
upon  the  local  officers  for  a  report.  Those  officers  under  date  of  March 
21, 1890,  reported  that  the  parties  were  notified  on  February  13,  1890^ 
through  personal  service  on  their  attorney,  of  your  requirements  and 
that  no  action  had  been  taken.  You  did  not  transmit  to  this  Depart* 
ment  the  appeal  that  had  been  filed  and  I  am  not  advised  of  the 
grounds  relied  upon  in  such  appeal.  In  all  cases  where  the  appeal  ia 
for  any  reason  considered  defective  by  your  office,  all  the  papers  in  the 
case  and  especially  the  appeal  itself,  should  be  transmitted  and  the  letter 
of  transmittal  should  specifically  designate  wherein  such  appeal  is  de- 
fective. 

It  is  clearly  shown  in  this  case,  however,  by  the  papers  before  me 
that  Hannon  has  not  complied  with  the  rules  of  practice  in  that  he  has^ 
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failed  to  file  any  proof  of  service  of  a  copy  of  his  appeal  and  specifica- 
tions of  error  on  the  opposite  party,  and  his  said  appeal  is,  for  that  rea> 
sou,  hereby  dismissed. 


PRACTICE- APPEAX— RAILROAD  GRANT-SCHOOL  SELECTION. 

Oall  r.  Southern  Paoifio  R.  B.  Co. 

An  appeal  will  not  be  dismisBed  on  the  ground  that  a  copy  thereof  was  not  served 
upon  the  opposite  party  in  time,  if  the  record  fails  to  show  when  notice  of  the 
decision  was  served  upon  the  appellant. 

A  prima  fade  valid  school  selection  of  record  when  the  ^ant  to  this  company  became 
effective  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant ;  and 
the  subsequent  cancellation  of  the  selection  will  not  affect  the  status  of  the  land 
under  the  grant. 

The  case  of  Chi  Ids  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  cited  and  followed. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  16, 

1890. 

On  May  15, 1888,  Joseph  H.  Gall  made  application  to  make  homestead 
entry  for  the  N.  J,  SB.  J,  and  E,  J,  KE.  J  of  section  9,  T.  6  S.,  B.  2  W., 
Los  Angeles  land  district,  California. 

The  local  ofELcers  rejected  the  application  ^<  as  being  in  conflict  \yith 
primary  grant  to  Sonthern  Pacific  B.  B.  Oo."  Oall  appealed  to  your 
office.  By  yonr  office  decision  of  Jnly  2, 1888,  you  affirmed  the  action 
of  the  local  officers  regarding  the  TS.  ^,  of  SE.  ^,  and  allowed  the  entry 
of  the  applicant  as  to  the  E.  ^,  NE.  ^. 

From  this  decision  both  parties  appealed.  The  attorney  of  the  appli- 
cant moved  to  dismiss  the  appeal  of  the  railroad  company,  becaose  not 
taken  within  the  time  required  by  the  rules  of  practice.  The  notice  of 
appeal  is  required  to  be  filed  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  service 
of  the  notice  of  the  decision  and  a  copy  of  the  notice  of  appeal  must  be 
served  on  the  opposite  party  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing  the 
same.  See  Bules  86  and  93  of  the  Bules  of  Practice.  The  appeal  was 
filed  August  31, 1888 ;  the  same  was  therefore  taken  in  time.  Whether 
notice  of  it  was  aierved  upon  the  opposite  party  within  the  time  required 
caD  not  be  ascertained,  since  the  records  and  files  in  the  case  foil  to 
distilose  the  time  that  notice  of  your  office  decision  was  served  upon  the 
company.    The  motion  is  denied. 

The  records  of  vour  office  show  that  the  whole  of  the  said  land  lies 
within  the  twenty  mile  or  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company 
made  March  3, 1871  (16  Stat.,  579),  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  its 
branch  line  of  road  as  shown  by  the  map  of  designated  route  thereof 
filed  in  your  office  July  24, 1876. 

The  records  of  your  office  further  show  that  the  E.  i  of  the  'KE.  ^,  of 
said  section  9  was  selected  by  the  State  of  California  as  indemnity  school 
land  April  14,  1870,  and  that  such  selection  was  canceled  January  31, 
2497— VOL  11 4 
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1871.  No  other  filings  or  entry  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  land 
in  question  and  on.  May  25, 1883,  the  same  was  claimed  by  the  company 
under  its  grant. 

On  the  part  of  Oall  it  is  claimed  that  the  land  applied  for  was  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  the  railroad  grant  by  reason  of  having 
been  embraced  within  the  exterior  bonndaries  of  the  ranches  San  Ja- 
cinto Yiejo  and  I^^nevo  at  the  date  when  said  grant  became  effective. 

This  claim  cannot  be  sastained.  The  question  has  been  decided  in 
the  recent  case  of  Ohilds  v.  Southern  Pacific  B.  B.  Oo.  (9  L.  D.,  471)^ 
see  also  same  case  on  review  (10  L.  D.,  630)  upon  facts  similar  to  those 
in  the  case  at  bar,  so  far  as  the  NW.  |  SE.  \  is  concerned  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinion  specified  in  the  case  cited,  the  appeal  of  Gall 
must  be  overruled. 

'Not  can  the  appeal  of  the  railroad  be  sustained.  The  E.  ^  of  the  I^E. 
^  section  9,  was  excepted  from  said  grant,  because  of  the  indemnity 
school  selection  by  the  State  which  was  made  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
railroad  grant,  and  remained  intact  until  long  after  said  grant  became 
effective.  A  prima  facie  valid  school  selection  existing  when  the  grant 
took  effect,  excepts  the  land  embraced  therein  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant,  and  the  subsequent  discovery  of  the  invalidity  of  the  selec- 
tion will  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  company's  claim.  Southern  Pa- 
cific B.  B.  Oo.  V.  The  State  of  California,  4  L.  D.,  437.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  said  eighty  acres  were  free  from  a  claim  or  right  in  the 
terms  of  the  act  granting  the  land,  while  the  State  laid  claim  to  it  un- 
der an  indemnity  school  selection,  which  was  of  record;  and  if  it  was 
not  free  from  a  claim  or  right  the  grant  did  not  attach.  The  validity 
or  lawfidhess  of  the  claim  is  not  material.  Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  v. 
Bowman  (7  L.  D.,  238);  Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Wiley  (idem.,  354) ; 
Laity  v.  Northern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  (8L.  D.,  378). 

Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


BAILBOAD  GRANT— INDIAN  OCCUPANT. 
SPIOEB  ET  AL.  V.  NOBTHEBN  PACIFIC  B.  B.  CO. 

(On  Beview.) 

The  occupancy  of  an  Indian,  who  has  not  abandoned  the  tribal  relation,  existing  at 
date  of  definite  location,  will  not  except  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  ojiera- 
tion  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  17, 

1890. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision 
rendered  April  12, 1890,  in  the  case  of  B.  E.  Spicer,  et  al.  v.  Northern 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company  (10  L.  D.,  440),  involving  the  NE  |  of  Sec 
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19,  T.  25  N.,  B.  43  E.,  Spokane  Falls,  Washington,  filed  by  said  com- 
pany on  April  25,  same  year,  and  also  the  application  of  James  K. 
Glover,  et  ah  intervenors,  who  claim  pi-operty  within  said  quarter  section 
throngh  title  derived  through  said  company.  The  record  upon  which 
said  departmental  decision  was  rendered  shows  that  on  September  4, 
1889,  there  was  filed  in  the  local  land  office  a  certain  applicatiou,  sworn 
to  by  B.  E.  Spicer,  J.  M.  Hooker,  and  J.  S.  Bean,  and  signed  by  numer- 
ous other  persons,  claiming  to  be  residents  on  said  tract,  in  which  it  was 
set  forth  that  at  the  time  of  the  withdrawal  of  said  tract  for  the  benefit 
of  said  company,  on  February  21, 1872,  and  at  the  time  of  the  definite 
location  of  said  road  through  said  land,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1880, 
and  for  many  years  prior  thereto,  from  1868  up  to  1883,  said  land 
was  Indian  land  and  during  all  said  time  was  occupied,  possessed,  culti- 
vated and  improved  by  an  Indian  named  Enoch ;  that  because  of  said 
Indian's  possession  and  occupancy  of  the  land  as  aforesaid,  the  same 
did  not  pass  to  the  company  under  its  grant,  and  that  said  Indian  aban- 
doned said  claim  in  the  year  1883,  whereupon  said  tract  became  a  part  of 
the  public  domain  and  subject  to  entry  under  the  townsite  laws ;  that 
said  applicants  are  residents  on  said  tract,  and  that  since  the  year  1883  a 
large  number  of  persons  have  settled  upon  said  tract,  built  business 
houses  and  dwellings,  and  at  the  date  of  said  petition  had  established 
a  town  thereon  of  more  than  five  hundred  inhabitants ;  that  since  *Ko- 
vember  28, 1883,  said  tract  had  been  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city  of  Spokane  Falls,  but  the  municipal  authorities  havQ  neglected  to 
have  the  same  surveyed  and  platted  or  to  cause  it  to  be  entered  as  a 
townsite,  and  that  said  petitioners  therefore  ask  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  cause  said  tract  to  be  surveyed  as  a  townsite  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  if  it  be  deemed  necessary  a  hearing 
should  be  ordered  to  ascertain  whether  the  tract  is  public  land  or  inured 
to  the  railroad  company  by  virtue  of  its  grant. 

A  supplemental  petition,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  said  B«  E.  Spi  cer, 
J.  M.  Hooker,  and  William  Nonamaker,  acting  for  the  original  petition- 
ers, was  transmitted  to  this  Department  by  one  L.  H.  Prather,  attorney 
for  the  parties,  on  September  21, 1889,  in  which  the  matters  contained 
in  the  original  petition  were  substantially  repeated  and  it  was  stated 
that  said  company  was  about  to  take  steps  to  remove  the  settlers  from 
the  tract  and  to  take  forcible  possession  thereof,  and  for  this  reason 
immediate  action  by  the  Department  was  urged.  In  addition  to  the 
fbregoing,  the  record  contained  the  affidavit  of  said  Indian  by  the  name 
of  ^^  Enoch  Silliquowya "  or  Louis  Enoch,  filed  in  the  local  office  in 
July,  1888,  which  alleged  in  substance  that  about  twenty-five  years 
prior  thereto  the  affiant  settled  on  the  NE^  and  SE^  of  sec.  19,  T.  25  K, 
B.  43  E.,  in  Spokane  county,  Washington  Territory ;  •<  that  he  improved 
and  cultivated  the  said  land,  and  he  constantly  lived  upon  and  occupied 
the  same  as  his  home  with  the  purpose  and  bona  fide  design  of  procuring 
title  for  himself  as  a  homestead  thereto  from  the  IJnited  States  when  title 
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coald  be  procared ;  that  he  was  living  .  upon  the  said  land  as  his  home 
in  1872  and  up  until  the  year  1883 ; "  that  about  the  latter  date  said 
Indian  was  induced  by  the  fraudulent  representations  of  one  H.  T. 
Oowley,  agent  of  said  company,  to  sell  and  convey  his  claim  to  the  said 
company  for  the  sum  of  $2,000 ;  that  said  agent  represented  to  him 
that  he  could  bot  hold  the  land  or  acquire  title  thereto,  and  that  the 
land  was  not  worth  more  than  $L,000;  that  said  Indian  resided  upon 
said  tract  solely  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  title  thereto  from  the 
United  States,  and  he  asked  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  to  allow  him  an 
opportunity  ^<  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  said  allegations,  and,  if  true, 
to  enter  said  land."  The  affidavit  of  Enoch  was  corroborated  by  the 
joint  affidavit  of  J.  M.  Noble  and  Frank  Martin.  The  record  further 
shows  that  there  was  no  adverse  claim  either  in  the  local  or  general  land 
office,  except  the  claims  of  Enoch  and  his  flEtther,  covering  together  the 
east  half  of  said  ^tion  nineteen,  as  shown  by  a  letter  from  the  Indian 
Office  dated  December  1, 1880,  which  stated  in  effect  that  said  Indians 
had  occupied  the  lands  claimed  by  them,  respectively,  for  many  years, 
and  many  of  them  had  made  valuable  and  lasting  improvements 
thereon,  and  that  with  reference  to  those  residing  on  the  lands  found  to 
be  within  the  limits  of  railroad  grants,  ^<  some  action  should  be  taken 
ooking  to  the  adjustment  of  these  conflicting  claims  in  favor  of  the 
Indians." 

Upon  this  record,  said  departmental  decision  held  that  the  grant  to 
said  company  by  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 1864  (13  Stats.,  305), 
authorizes  the  filing  and  acceptance  of  but  one  map  of  general  route, 
and  that  the  withdrawal  upon  what  is  known  as  the  amended  general 
route  of  February  21,  1872,  was  without  authority  of  law,  citing  the 
Guilford  Miller  case  (7  L.  D.,  100) ;  that  the  settlement,  residence  and 
improvement  of  a  tract  in  an  odd-numbered  section  within  the  pri- 
mary limits  of  said  grant  by  an  Indian,  who  has  abandoned  his  tribal 
relation,  with  the  intention  of  acquiring  title  thereto  as  a  homestead, 
existing  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road  on  October  4, 
1880,  served  to  except  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant,  and  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  status  of  the  land  in 
question  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  company's  road* 

The  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Oompany  filed  a  motion  for  the  review 
and  revocation  of  said  decision  upon  the  grounds  (1)  that  it  was  error 
to  hold  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  consider  the  withdrawal  on  said 
amended  general  route  because  of  the  ruling  in  the  Miller  case  (supra)y 
for  the  reason  that  the  ruling  in  that  case  was  being  again  considered 
by  the  Department  upon  the  application  of  the  company  for  a  review 
thereof;  and  (2)  it  was  error  to  hold  that  if  the  allegations  relative  to 
the  occupancy  of  the  Indian  Enoch  be  true,  they  constitute  such  a  claim 
as  would  serve  to  except  th^  land  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

On  May  19, 1890,  counsel  for  Spicer  et  a2.  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  said 
motion  for  review  because  the  same  did  not  submit  any  new  facts  and 
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was  not  Bupported  by  affidavits  as  required  by  rale  78  of  Practice. 
The  motion  for  review  is  accompanied  by  the  affidavit  xeqaired  by  said 
rale,  and  hence,  so  far  as  this  point  is  concerned,  the  motion  to  dismiss 
mast  be  denied. 

On  May  24, 1890,  oral  argument  was  heard  by  the  Department,  at 
which  the  railroad  company  and  said  Spicer  et  ah  were  represented  by 
eoansel.  At  the  same  time  also  appeared  counsel  for  James  M. 
Glover,  W.  H.  Taylor,  E.  B.  Hide,  and  A.  A.  Newberry,  representing 
their  own  interests  and  also '^  other  residents  and  property-owners  in 
Spokane  Falls,  Washington,"  and  presented  their  petition  daly  veri- 
fied and  supported  by  affidavits,  asking  leave  to  intervene  in  support 
of  the  motion  to  review  and  revoke  said  departmental  decision.  Their 
motion  to  intervene  was  granted.  The  interveners  allege  in  said  peti- 
tion that  the  whole  of  said  section  19  within  the  primary  limits  of  said 
grant  to  said  company  has  been  twice  listed  to  the  company,  namely: 
on  May  18, 1884,  and  June  27, 1888;  that  there  is  no  claim  of  record 
for  said  land  adverse  to  said  company;  that  the  city  of  Spokane  Falls 
was  duly  incorporated  on  or  about  November  or  December,  1881,  and 
includes  within  its  corporate  limits  nearly  all  of  said  section  19 ;  that 
all  of  theNEI  of  said  section  has  been  '<  surveyed  and  platted  for  town 
purposes;"  that  said  petitioners  or  their  grantors  have  purchased  from 
said  company  in  good  faith  and  for  a  valuable  consideration  lots  and 
squares  in  said  quarter  section  according  to  the  plat  of  survey  of  said 
city  and  now  hold  title  to  the  same;  that  the  value  of  the  property  so 
purchased,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  <4s  reasonably  worth  at 
least  eight  millions  of  dollars;"  that  the  right  of  purchase  from  said 
company  of  a  portion  of  the  E^  of  said  NE^^,  known  as  ^'  the  disputed 
tract,"  has  been  the  subject  of  litigation  between  said  company  and 
one  H.  T.  Cowley,  pending  which  a  number  of  persons  have  "  squatted" 
on  a  small  portion  of  said  tract  and  have  built  thereon  rough  board 
dwellings;  that  many  of  those  whose  names  are  on  said  application  for 
a  survey  of  said  land  are  occupying  said  dwellings  on  said  disputed 
tract;  that  the  statements  made  in  said  application  for  survey  are  false ; 
that  the  Indian  Enoch  never  settled  upon  said  N£^  of  said  section  19 
with  the  purpose  or  '^intention  of  acquiring  title  thereto  under  the  In- 
dian homestead  law  of  the  United  States,  nor  in  any  other  way ; "  that 
said  Indian  has  never  abandoned  his  tribal  relations,  but  has  continu- 
ously  asserted  the  same,  and  as  lat«  as  March  3, 1887,  signed  his  name, 
as  chief  of  the  Middle  Spokane  tribe  of  Indians,  to  an  agreement  be- 
tween said  tribe  and  commissioners  representing  the  United  States, 
wherein  said  Indians  agreed  to  go  to  and  remain  upon  the  Joco  or 
Goeur  d'Alene  Indian  reservation,  and  that  said  chief  Enoch  and  two 
other  chiefs  were  to  receive  an  annuity  of  $100  for  ten  years ;  that 
prior  to  July,  1888,  the  right  of  said  company  to  said  NE^  has 
never  been  questioned,  and  that  prior  to  that  time  said  interveners 
and  their  grantors  had  placed  upon  the  land  improvements  ^'  aggre- 
gating in  value  several  millions  of  dollars,  consisting  of  stores,  ware- 
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houses,  churches,  schools,  hotels  aud  fine  dwelling-houses;"  that  oq 
or  about  August  4, 1889,  the  most  valuable  part  of  said  quarter  section 
and  the  improvements  thereon  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  owners 
thereof  were  actively  engaged  at  the  time  of  said  departmental  decision 
in  rebuilding  the  same ;  that  the  effect  of  said  decision  has  been  to  cast 
a  cloud  upon  the  title  of  said  property  so  that  confidence  has  been 
shaken  and  capitalists  have  declined  to  make  any  further  advances  to 
complete  the  improvements  already  begun,  and  that  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  said  city  have  been  greatly  hindered.  It  is  further  al- 
leged that  should  said  order  be  continued,  it  will  cause  ^*  great  loss  of 
money  and  business  prospects,  unsettle  values,  cloud  titles  to  property 
which  has  been  bought  and  sold  for  many  years  past  under  warranty 
deeds,  and  which  has  been  improved  in  good  faith  and  at  an  enormous 
outlay  of  money."  The  interveners  therefore  ask  that  said  depart- 
mental decision  be  revoked ;  that  said  application  for  survey  be  dis- 
missed, and  that  such  other  relief  be  granted  ^^  as  in  justice  and  equity 
may  be  right." 

The  aforesaid  allegations  are  corroborated  by  the  affidavits  of  Arthur 
A.  Newberry,  W.  H.  Taylor,  E.  B.  Hide,  and  James  M.  Glover.  New- 
berry swears  to  the  location  of  said  tract,  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments placed  thereon,  and  the  destruction  of  the  same  by  fire  on  August 
4, 1889,  and  the  efforts  to  rebuild  the  same,  and  that  *^  the  improve- 
ments now  upon  said  quarter  section  amount  to  more  than  four  millions 
of  dollars."  He  also  swears  that  upon  this  tract  are  located  the  pub- 
lic school,  the  city  gas-works,  many  churches,  a  five-story  brick  hotel 
costing$300,000,  many  handsome  dwelling-houses,  and  that  within  two 
hundred  feet  of  the  north  line  of  said  quarter  section  are  located  seven 
national  banks. "  He  further  swears  that  the  school  district  of  Spokane 
Falls  has  recently  voted  the  issuance  of  $250,000  worth  of  bonds  for 
educational  and  other  purposes;"  that  the  sale  of  said  bonds  ^^haa 
been  rendered  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  and  the  improve- 
ment and  advancement  of  the  general  welfare  of  the  city  has  been 
greatly  retarded  "  because  of  the  rendition  of  said  departmental  decis- 
ion ;  that  prior  to  said  decision  many  of  the  applicants  for  survey  were 
occupying  by  sufferance  rough  cabins  built  upon  a  portion  of  the  E^ 
of  the  NEJ,  and  the  NEJ  of  the  SE^  of  said  sec.  19 ;  but  that  since  said 
departmental  decision  and  ruling  tliey  have  occupied  the  balance  of  the 
NE^  and  other  portions  of  said  section  19,  breaking  enclosures  and 
occupying  ground  which  has  been  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  said 
Newberry  and  other  owners  for  many  years  past ;  that  said  Newberry 
is  the  owner  and  in  possession  of  a  large  amount  of  property  situated 
on  said  tract,  which,  prior  to  said  departmental  decision,  was  worth  ia 
the  market  about  $100,000,  and  on  account  of  said  decision  has  become 
of  no  market  value.  Newberry's  affidavit  is  corroborated  by  W.  H» 
Taylor,  E.  B.  Hide,  and  James  M.  Glover. 

The  interveners  also  submit  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  In- 
dian council  held  at  Spokane  Falls  on  August  16  and  17,  1877,  by 
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inspector  Watkins,  in  which  said  Enoch  objected  to  being  pushed  ^^  to 
become  a  citizen ; "  also  the  record  in  the  Indian  office  showing  the 
action  of  said  Enoch,  who  was  one  of  the  Indians  to  sign  the  articles  of 
agreement  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  CTnited  States  with  the 
^^chiefs,  head  men  and  other  Indians  of  the  Upper  and  Middle  bands  o^ 
Spokane  Indians^  on  March  18, 1887.  The  ninth  article  of  said  agreement 
provides  that  '^  in  consideration  of  the  ages  of  chiefs  Louis  Spokane 
Garry,  Paul  Sculhault,  Antarkan,and  Enoch,  the  United  States  agrees, 
in  addition  to  the  other  benefits  herein  provided,  to  pay  to  each  of  them 
for  ten  years  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum."  This  agree- 
ment is  signed  by ''  Chief  Enoch."  In  addition,  the  affidavit  of  Enoch 
himself,  dated  May  19, 1890,  in  which  he  swears  that  prior  to  the  year 
1883,  he  settled,  improved,  and  for  twenty-four  years  continuously  re- 
sided upon  the  tract  of  land  now  within  the  limits  of  Spokane  Falls, 
Washington ;  that  during  the  spring  of  1883  he  sold  said  tract  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  for  $2,000 ;  that  he  :c^as  advised  at 
that  time  to  select  another  tract  outside  the  reservation,  which  he  did, 
bat,  by  so  doing,  he  did  not  consider  his  tribal  relations  severed.  He 
also  swears  ^'I  have  not,  nor  do  I  intend  to  abandon  my  tribal  relations* 
I  was  present  at  Spokane  Falls  during  the  spring  of  1887,  and  signed 
articles  of  agreement  made  out  and  concluded  at  that  place  between 
the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  and  the  Upper  and  Mid- 
dle bauds  of  Spokane  Indians,  and  am  to  receive  benefits  as  per  article 
nine  of  said  agreement,  when  ratified  by  Congress,  at  which  time  I  ex- 
pect to  be  removed  to  the  CcBur  d'Alene  reservation." 

There  is  also  filed  the  affidavit  of  Sidney  D.  Waters,  who  was  the 
United  States  Indian  agent  at  the  Colville  agency  in  Washington  dur^ 
ing  1883-84  and  85.  Said  Waters  swears  <<  Ihat  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  Enoch  Silliquowya;  that  said  Indian  was  one  of  the  Indians  be* 
longing  to  the  Colville  agency  during  all  the  time  said  affiant  was  In- 
dian agent  of  said  agency }  that  said  Indian  has  never  severed  his  tri- 
bal relations  and  has  never  adopted  the  habits  and  customs  of  the 
white  race,  except  as  to  dress."  Another  affiant,  S.  F.  Sherwoodr 
swears  that  he  has  been  for  many  years  a  government  interpreter  with 
the  Indians ;  that  he  speaks  the  Spokane  langauge,  and  has  known 
said  Indian  Enoch  continuously  since  long  prior  to  1872.  He  states 
^'  I  know  him  to  be  a  Spokane  Indian  belonging  to  the  Spokane  Indian 
tribe,  and  that  he  never  severed  his  tribal  relations.  ...  I  have 
talked  with  him  and  he  told  me  he  had  never  severed  his  tribal  relations 
and  never  did  anything  inconsistant  with  his  tribal  relations,  but  al- 
ways maintained  them,"  Another  affiant,  James  Monaghan,  swears 
that  he  is  a  resident  of  Spokane  Falls  and  has  known  Enoch  since 
IS72 ;  that  he  has  no  interest  in  this  case  except  as  a  citizen  of  said  city ; 
that 

I  know  he  attended  the  councils  of  the  tribe  and  did  everythinK  that  the  other 
Indians  did  indicating  the  maintenance  of  his  tribal  relations  ...  He  always 
claimed  to  be  a  tribal  Indian.  .  .  .  His  settlement  was  like  that  of  hundreds 
of  other  Indians  around  Spokane  Falls,  and  he  never  manifested  any  intention  of 
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taking  up  the  land  under  the  public  land  laws,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  .  .  . 
I  know  for  twenty-five  years  that  Enoch  is  a  well-known  Indian,  claimed  to  be  such, 
regarded  as  such  by  his  tribe  and  by  the  commnnity  in  Spokane  Falls,  and  differing 
in  no  respect  from  the  balance  of  his  tribe,  but  tribal  in  every  feature  of  his  con- 
duct. 

H.  T.  Cowley  swears  that  he  (Cowley)  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  a  resident  of  Spokane  Falls  since  1874,  and  first  became  ac- 
quainted with  Indian  Enoch  in  the  summer  of  1674 ;  that  '^  at  the  time 
I  first  knew  Enoch  he  belonged  to  the  Spokane  Indian  tribe,  and  he 
never  in  fact  severed  his  tribal  relations ; "  that  there  was  an  Indian 
council  held  by  A.  C.  Watkins,  Special  Commissioner  of  the  Indian 
Office,  in  1877 ;  that  '^  at  that  council  Enoch  attended  and  made  a  speech, 
in  which  he  declared  that  the  Spokane  Indian  tribe  had  been  promised 
and  were  entitled  to  an  Indian  reservation ;  .  •  .  that  they  did  not 
wish  nor  intend  to  take  lands  in  severalty .'^  Said  Cowley  further  swears 
*'  I  was  present  at  the  settlement  between  Enoch  and  the  l^orthern 
Pacific  Eailroad  Company.  It  was  accomplished  chiefly  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indians  Att'airs  and  his  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Villard,  then  the  president  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  and  nothing  could  have  been' fairer  or  better  understood. 
.  •  •  After  Enoch  made  this  settlement  he  immediately  went  down 
on  the  Spokane  Eiver  somewhere  and  took  up  some  other  land.''  Still 
another  affiant,  John  A.  Sims,  swears  that  he  is  a  resident  of  Spokane 
Falls  and  that  he  has  no  interest  in  this  case  except  that  of  a  citizen  of 
said  city ;  that  in  September,  1872,  he  was  appointed  Indian  agent  to 
the  Colville,  Spokane  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  then  Territory 
of  Washington,  and  that  as  such  agent  he  visiced  Spokane  Falls  and 
became  acquainted  with  said  Indian  Enoch.    The  affiant  says : 

Indian  Enoch  was  then  a  member  of  the  Spokane  Indian  tribe,  and  he  called  upon 
me,  as  Indian  agent  of  the  tribe,  to  settle  a  dispute  between  himself  and  a  white  man 
by  the  name  of  Swift.  ...  I  remained  agent  of  these  same  Indians  nntil  Octo- 
ber, 1883.  During  the  time  I  was  such  agent  I  frequently  saw  Enoch,  freqaently 
heard  of  him,  knew  that  he  attended  the  councils  of  the  tribe ;  that  he  never  to  my 
knowledge  did  anything  toward  severing  his  tribal  relations,  but  exercised  his  tribal 
rights.  I  know  he  received  supplies  from  the  government  as  a  tribal  Indian,  and  is 
8o  registered. 

The  affiant  further  swears  that  when  Enoch  came  to  see  him  relative 
to  his  negotiations  with  said  company,  the  only  claim  of  Enoch's  then 
recognized  was  for  improvements  and  possession ;  thataffiant  told  Enoch 
he  wpuld  do  the  best  he  could  for  him  and  communicated  with  the  In- 
dian Office  relative  to  said  proposed  sale,  but  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  advised  affiant  to  see  Enoch  and  recommend  a  relinquish- 
ment by  him  upon  the  payment  by  the  company  to  him  of  the  sum  of 
:$2,000 ;  that  the  money  was  paid  by  the  company  and  Enoch  executed 
the  relinquishment  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  he  was  doings  that 
when  Enoch  signed  the  quit-claim  deed  he  was  fully  satisfied  with  the 
amount  paid ;  that  said  conveyance  was  approved  by  said  affiant  as  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  Department. 
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On  Jnne  26, 1890,  counsel  for  Spicer  et.  a<l.  filed  in  the  Department 
another  affidavit  of  said  Enoch,  dated  Jane  18,  same  year,  and  also  a 
brief  in  answer  to  a  brief  of  said  company  filed  at  the  oral  argument, 
which,  together  with  all  the  briefs  filed  and  arguments  made,  have  been 
carefully  considered.  In  his  last  affidavit,  made  before  the  local  attor- 
ney of  Spicer  et  a{.,  Enoch  substantially  denies  the  allegations  made  in 
his  former  affidavit  relative  to  his  tribal  relations,  and  swears,  among 
other  things,  that  while  he  was  living  on  said  tract  he  '^  had  abandoned 
his  tribe  and  was  living  separate  and  apart  from  them  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  title  to  said  land  from  the  government.''  The  said  affidavits 
of  Enoch  are  so  contradictory  in  themselves  that  they  must  be  wholly 
discarded  in  passing  upon  said  motion. 

No  action  was  taken  by  your  office  upon  the  application  of  Spicer  et 
al,  asking  for  a  survey  of  said  tract  or  a  hearing  with  reference  to  the 
status  thereof.  Upon  the  allegations  and  affidavits  presented  by  Spicer 
€t  al.  a  prima  facie  case  was  made  which  clearly  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Department  to  order  a  hearing  upon  the  same.  But  the  affidavits  and 
record  evidence  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  interveners,  disregarding 
the  affidavits  of  Enoch,  show  conclusively  that  said  Enoch  has  never 
abandoned  his  tribal  relations,  and  hence  at  no  time  has  he  been  quali- 
fied to  make  entry  of  said  land  under  the  homestead  laws.  Secretary 
Cox  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  (1  C.  L.  O.,  283) ; 
Circular  of  April  1, 1870  (idem);  Indian  homestead  act  of  March  3, 
1875  (Sup.  B.  S.  U.  S.,  167 ;  18  Stat.,  420),  and  circular  of  March  25, 
1875  (2  C.  L.  O.,  493). 

Since  it  appears  that  said  Enoch  has  not  abandoned  his  tribal  rela- 
tions, it  necessarily  follows  he  was  not  qualified  to  make  settlement, 
and  his  said  occupancy  of  the  land  in  dispute  at  the  date  of  the  definite 
location  of  the  road  on  October  4, 1880,  did  not  serve  to  except  the  land 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant.  Eamage  v.  Central  Pacific  H.  B.  (5  L. 
D.,  274) ;  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  v.  Saunders  (6  L.  D.,  98) ;  Northern 
Pacific  E.  E.  V.  Kerry  (10  L.  D.,  290) ;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  v.  Rob- 
erts (id.,  427). 

Under  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Department,  said  hearing 
was  ordered  upon  the  showing  presented  by  the  ex  parte  affidavits  of 
the  applicants  who  asked  for  a  survey  of  said  tract  as  a  town-site,  but 
the  record  evidence  and  the  affidavits  submitted  by  the  company  and 
the  interveners  in  support  of  said  motion  for  review  show  without 
doubt  that  said  Enoch  has  never  abandoned  his  tribal  relations,  and 
that  if  the  new  testimony  had  been  before  the  Department  when  the 
original  and  amended  applications  were  considered,  said  hearing  would 
not  have  been  ordered.  It,  therefore,  now  appears  that  there  are  no 
snfficienf  reasons  for  ordering  a  hearing  before  the  local  officers  in  this 
case. 

This  conclusion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  consider  the  validity  of 
the  withdrawal  of  February  21, 1872,  upon  the  filing  of  the  alleged  map 
of  general  route. 
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Said  decision  of  April  12,  1890,  directing  that  a  hearing  be  had,  i» 
accordingly  revoked,  and  said  applications  for  a  snrvey  of  said  tract 
are  hereby  dismissed. 


desert  land  entry— fotal  proof— reclamation. 

Lee  v.  Aldebson. 

The  interyention  of  an  adverse  claim  defeats  the  right  to  perfect  an  entrji  where 
proof  of  reclamation  is  not  made  w^ithin  the  statutory  period. 

Proof  of  reclamation  should  not  only  show  that  water  has  been  brought  upon  the 
land,  but  also  what  proportion  of  each  legal  sub-division  has  been  irrigated. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  July  18,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  William  W.  Alderson  from  your 

office  decision  of  October  26, 1888,  wherein  yon  hold  for  cancellation  his 
desert  land  entry  No.  59,  for  Sea  20,  T.  2  8.,  B.  6  E.,  Bozeman,  Montana* 

On  May  13, 1881,  he  filed  in  the  local  office  his  declaration  of  in- 
tention to  reclaim  said  tract  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1877  (19  Stat.,  377),  and  on  the  same  day  paid 
the  twenty-five  cents  an  acre  therefor,  amounting  to  $160,  and  obtained 
the  usual  certificate  from  the  local  officers.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years  allowed  him  within  which  to  reclaim  the  land,  namely,  on 
May  13. 1884,  Daniel  Lee  filed  his  declaration  to  reclaim  the  same  tract, 
accompanied  by  the  usual  affidavits  of  the  desert  character  of  the  laud, 
and  at  the  same  time  tendered  the  first  payment  of  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre. 

This  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for  the  reason 
that  the  tract  was  covered  by  Alderson's  entry  of  May  12, 1881. 

On  May  16,  1884,  Lee  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  Aldersou's 
entry,  charging  that  he  ^'  has  not  complied  with  the  desert  land  act  in 
any  way  since  making  said  entry ;  and  that  said  tract  is  not  and  has 
not  been  irrigated  or  reclaimed  or  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required 
by  law." 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  your  office,  a  hearing  was  duly  had 
on  Lee's  averments  against  said  entry,  and  the  local  officers  on  August 
12,  1886,  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  basing  their  opin- 
ion on  "  the  impossibility  of  claimant's  obtaining  water''  to  irrigate  the 
tract ;  and  by  your  said  office  decision  you  affirm  the  same,  because  the 
evidence  sustains  the  charge  that  ^^  said  Alderson  has  not  complied 
with  the  desert  land  act  and  that  said  tract  had  not  been  irrigated  or 
reclaimed  or  cultivated  as  required  by  law."  From  this  judgment 
Alderson  appeals,  charging  that  you  erred : 

I.  In  holding  that  it  was  necessary  for  Alderson  to  caltivate  the  land  in  order  to 
reclaim  the  same  by  bringing  water  thereon. 

II.  In  finding  and  holding  that  said  land  had  not  been  irrigated. 

III.  In  holding  (impliedly)  that  it  is  necessary  to  irrigate  the  whole  tract  in  order 
to  reclaim  it  by  carrying  water  thereon. 

IV.  The  decision  is  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  evidei:ce. 
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Alderson  never  submitted  his  final  proof  until  June  23, 1884,  forty 
days  after  his  three  years  had  expired.  In  the  meantime  Lee  had  ap- 
plied to  enter  the  land  and  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest.  Alderson  offers 
his  excuse  by  saying  that  he  was  i)repared  to  offer  proof  on  May  3, 1884,. 
bat  was  restrained  from  so  doing  on  the  information  obtained  from  the 
register  that  "  results  of  reclamation  by  the  production  of  crops,"  had 
to  be  shown,  and  that  he  could  not  show  such  results ;  but  that  he 
learned  soon  thereafter  that  such  proof  was  not  necessary  when  he  sub- 
mitted his  proof. 

Bale  30  of  the  rules  established  for  the  submission  of  cases  to  the  . 
board  of  equitable  adjudication  (6  L.  D.,  800),  provides  as  follows : 

All  desert  land  entries  in  which  neither  the  reclamation  nor  the  proof  and  payment 
were  made  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  entry,  bat  where  the  entryman  was- 
dnly  qualified,  the  land  properly  subject  to  entry  nnder  the  statute,  the  legal  re- 
quirements as  to  reclamation  complied  with,  and  the  failure  to  do  so  in  time  was  the 
result  of  ignorance,  accident  or  mistake,  or  of  obstacles  which  he  could  not  control,, 
and  where  there  is  no  adverse  olaim, 

Alderson  never  began  the  construction  of  his  ditch  until  November,. 
1883,  about  five  months  before  the  time  for  making  his  proof  would  ex- 
pire ;  he  says  "  unexi)ected  financial  reverses  "  prevented  his  construct- 
ing his  ditch  sooner ;  but  this  could  not  excuse  his  laches  in  failing  to- 
submit  proof  of  reclamation  in  time,  especially  when  there  was  an  ad- 
verse claimant. 

The  evidence  of  claimant  shows  that  he  constructed  a  ditch  from  Lime 
Eiln  Greek  to  a  point  about  one  half  mile  south  of  the  south  line  of  the 
tract  This  ditch  was  about  three  miles  long  and  about  twenty-six 
inches  at  the  bottom,  near  three  feet  at  top  and  about  twelve  inches 
deep.  It  intersected  a  "coulee"  or  dry  creek,  a  few  feet  wide,  which 
led  on  to  the  land,  thence  through  the  section.  He  claims  that  thi& 
"coulee"  enters  the  land  at  the  highest  or  near  the  highest  place  and 
that  water  can  be  taken  from  it  to  all  parts  of  the  land ;  that  water  was- 
running  through  this  ditch  and  into  the  "  coulee  "  and  on  to  the  land 
May  1, 1883. 

It  is  contended  that  this  result  having  been  accomplished  that  the 
land  is  reclaimed  "  by  conducting  water  upon  the  same."  He  says  from 
this  ditch  water  can  be  distributed  over  and  through  all  of  the  soil;  that 
if  necessary  he  will  build  a  reservoir  on  the  "coulee"  to  distribute  the 
water.    That  this  ditch  will  enable  him  to  irrigate  the  land. 

This  may  all  be  true,  but  the  carrying  of  water  to  the  land,  and  even 
through  the  land  without  showing  the  presence  of  lateral  ditches  and 
water  therein  through  the  several  smallest  legal  subdivisions,  is  not 
sufficient  to  show  the  reclamation  of  the  land  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute. 

The  question  is  not  what  may  be  done ;  but  the  proof  must  show  what 
has  been  done  to  reclaim  the  land.  The  evidence  fails  to  show  that 
this  tract  was  reclaimed,  although  it  does  show  that  water  was  brought 
to  it 
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The  proof  must  show  what  proportion  of  each  legal  subdivision  has 
been  irrigated.  Adam  Schindler  (7  L.  D.,  253 ) ;  Wm.  Holland,  6  L.  D.,  38. 
Yoar  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


RESERVATION— DEPABTMENTAL  AUTHORITY. 

George  Herring. 

A  reservation  of  public  land  for  a  proper  purpose  made  by  the  loqal  office,  on  the 
request  of  the  surveyor-general,  if  unrevoked,  may  be  considered  as  having  been 
approved  by  the  Department,  hence  made  by  competent  authority  and  the  land 
included  therein  not  subject  to  entry. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  oi  the  General  Land  Office^  July  19, 

1890. 

By  letter  dated  January  7,  1880,  the  surveyor-general  of  California 
requested  the  local  officers  at  Visalia  to  suspend  ^^from  entry  and  sale'' 
sections  5,  6,  7  and  8  in  T.  14  S.,  E.  28  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  for  the  reason  that 
they  "  are  covered  by  trees  of  the  sequoia  gigantia  variety,  some  of  which 
are  reported  to  be  forty  feet  in  diameter  and  from  three  hundred  to  four 
hundred  feet  high,  constituting  a  remarkable  and  rare  curiosity  which 
should  be  preserved.'' 

The  said  letter  also  set  out  ^'  that  the  tracts  named  being  exceptional 
in  character  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  report  to  the  Department  with 
a  view  of  bringing  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 

By  letter  dated  June  1, 1880,  the  surveyor  general,  stating  that  his 
information  had  been  erroneous,  directed  the  local  office,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  to  so  suspend  in  lieu  of  the  sections  described,  section  31,  of  T. 
13  S.,  and  also  (at  the  suggestion  of  the  local  office)  sections  5  and  6  of 
T.  14  S.,  and  range  aforesaid. 

On  June  17, 1887,  Oeorge  Herring  filed  an  application  to  enter  the 
NW.  J  of  SW.  J,  K  J  of  SE.  i  and  NE.  \  of  S W.  i  of  said  section  6, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  3, 1878  (20  Stats.,  89). 

This  application  with  the  proof  submitted  September  15, 1887,  in  sup- 
port thereof  was  rejected,  by  rea^son  of  said  suspension. 

From  this  action  Herring  took  no  appeal. 

On  March  1, 1888,  Herring  again  made  application  to  enter  in  like 
manner  the  said  land  and  on  May  31st  following,  presented  proofs  in 
support  thereof. 

On  the  date  last  mentioned  the  local  office  rejected  said  proof  for  the 
reason  that  Herring's  said  application  ''  was  not  in  the  form  required 
by  the  act  of  June  3,  1878." 

Herring  appealed. 

Thereupon  on  February  29, 1889,  your  office  found  that  his  rights 
had  not  been  affected  by  his  previous  application.  By  the  same  decis- 
ion, however,  your  office  held  ^Hhat  the  presence  upon  the  land  of 
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growing  mammoth  trees  renders  it  exceptional  in  character  "  and  there- 
fore not  subject  to  entry  under  the  act  referred  to  and  affirmed  the 
action  below. 

Herring  again  appeals. 

Along  with  his  appeal  from  the  local  office  Herring  filed  an  affidavit 
made  June  21, 1888  (not  corroborated)  wherein  he  avers  that  on  Sep- 
tember 16, 1887,  he  offered  proof  at  the  local  office  in  support  of  his  ap- 
plication made  in  June  preceding,  that  upon  the  rejection  of  such  proof 
he  employed  a  land  lawyer  in  Yisalia  to  take  an  appeal  to  your  office 
that  some  time  after,  the  said  lawyer  <'  became  ill  and  died,"  that  there- 
after he  had  no  notice  or  information  that  said  appeal  had  not  been 
taken  ^^  until  the  lapse  of  many  weeks." 

The  reservation  requested  by  the  surveyor-general  in  1880,  has  so  far 
as  the  record  discloses  not  been  revoked.  The  said  reservation  may, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  case  be  therefore  considered  as  having  been  ap- 
proved by  this  Department  and  consequently,  in  contemplation  of  law, 
as  having  been  made  by  the  President  who  ^'  speaks  and  acts  through 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments  in  relation  to  subjects  which  ap- 
pertain to  their  respective  duties."  Wolsey  v.  Ohapman  (101  U.  S., 
755).    See  also  Graham  v.  Southern  Pacific  E.  E.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  332). 

There  is  no  statute  giving  a  general  authority  to  the  President  to 
reserve  lands.  But  the. right  of  the  President  to  put  public  lands  in 
reservation  so  that  all  questions  in  reference  to  them  might  be  properly 
considered,  has  always  been  maintained  by  the  courts. 

In  the  case  of  Grisar  v.  McDowell  (6  Wall.,  363,  381)  the  supreme 
court  said  that  ^'from  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  government 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  President  to  order,  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  required,  parcels  of  land  belonging 
to  the  United  States  to  be  reserved  from  sale  and  set  apart  for  public 
nses." 

The  trees  referred  to  have  been,  as  stated,  correctly  described  by  the 
surveyor-general  as  constituting  a  ^<  remarkable  and  rare  curiosity 
which  should  be  preserved."  To  that  end,  the  lands  containing  them 
were  withdrawn  from  sale  and  entry  so  that  all  questions  in  regard  to 
them  could  be  properly  considered. 

Being  thus  placed  in  reservation  by  competent  authority  and  for  a 
sufficient  reason  it  was  '^  not  in  the  power  of  a  party  to  acquire  rights 
by  treating  such  reservation  as  of  no  effect."  See  opinion  of  attorney- 
general  Devens  in  the  matter  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  grant 
(16  Op.  80)  and  cases  cited. 

The  reservation  referred  to  being  in  existence  at  the  time  of  Her- 
ring's application,  I  must  find  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein 
expressed  that  the  same  has  been  properly  denied. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss 
the  other  matters  that  are  presented  by  this  appeal. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 
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OSAGE  LAND— FILING— FINAL  PROOF. 

Boyd  v.  Smith. 

Where  two  claimants  for  Osage  land  are  each  in  default  as  to  filing  within  the  pre- 
scribed period  the  superior  right  mast  be  accorded  to  the  one  who  makes  the  first 
filing,  subject  only  to  defeat  in  case  of  failure  to  submit  final  proof  within  six 
months  after  such  filing. 

First  Assistaiit  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  July  18, 1890. 

August  18, 1886,  F.  W.  Boyd  made  Osage  declaratory  statement  Ko. 
5262,  alleging  settlement  in  October,  1881,  for  lot  6,  Sec.  26,  T.  26  S., 
R.  25  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas. 

August  28,  1886,  Kate  Smith  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  No. 
5293  for  the  same  land,  alleging  settlement  March  1,  1886. 

Smith  offered  final  proof  January  22, 1887,  and  Boyd  January  24, 
1887.  The  local  officers  rejected  Smith's  offered  proof,  and  accepted 
that  of  Boyd,  on  the  ground  of  prior  settlement  by  Boyd. 

Smith  appealed  to  your  office,  and  ou  Jannary  17, 1889,  your  office 
affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  from  which  decision  Smith  now 
appeals  to  this  Department. 

Both  claimants  have  satisfactorily  shown  compliance  with  law  as  to 
residence,  improvements  and  cultivation. 

The  point  relied  upon  by  Smith  for  reversal  is,  that  in  the  original  act 
of  Congress  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Osage  lands  payment  was  re- 
quired to  be  made  within  one  year  of  settlement,  and  that  Boyd  not 
having  offered  final  proof  and  payment  nntil  several  years  after  settle- 
ment, had  forfeited  his  rights  thereunder,  and  Smith  having  made  her 
final  proof  and  tendered  payment  within  the  year,  should  prevail  over 
the  claim  of  Boyd. 

In  the  case  of  Hessong  v.  Burgan  (9  L.  D.,  353),  it  is  held  that  under 
^  the  act  of  Congressof  May  28, 1880(2LStat,  143),  and  the  departmental 
regulations  in  reference  to  the  same,  filing  must  be  made  within  three 
months  from  settlement,  and  final  proof  and  payment  within  six  months 
after  the  filing.  Neither  Smith  nor  Boyd  filed  within  three  months  of 
settlement,  and  the  fact  that  Smith's  settlement  antedated  her  filing 
but  five  months,  while  Boyd's  was  five  years  before  filing,  can  give 
Smith  no  preference  over  Boyd,  as  both  were  in  default,  and  Boyd's 
filing  having  been  made  prior  to  that  of  Smith  he  thereby  acquired 
priority  over  Smith,  which  could  only  be  defeated  by  failure  to  make 
final  proof  within  six  months  thereafter,  and  as  he  made  such  proof 
January  24, 1887,  within  the  prescribed  time,  his  claim  must  prevail, 
and  the  fact  that  Smith's  proof  was  offered  within  a  year  of  settlement, 
while  Boyd's  was  not,  can  have  no  bearing  in  the  case,  as  both  were  in 
pari  delicto  as  to  filing.  Had  Smith  alleged  and  shown  settlement 
within  three  months  of  filing  her  declaratory  statement,  she  would  have 
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had  priority  over  Boyd,  because  she  would  thereby  have  complied 
with  the  regulation  as  to  filiug,  which  has  the  force  and  effect  of  law 
(see  ease  above  cited). 

The  act  of  May  28, 1880  (21  Stat.,  U3),  in  effect,  modifies  the  provis- 
ion of  the  law  of  May  9,  1872  (17  Stat.,  90),  req airing  payment  within 
one  year  of  date  of  settlement,  which  coansel  for  appellant  seem  to  rely 
upon. 

The  (iecision  of  your  office  is  affirmed,  and  Smith's  declaratory  state- 
ment 5293  is  canceled. 


PRE-EMPTION  ENTBT— SETTLEMENT. 

Ohio  Qbeek  Anthraoite  Coal  Co.  v.  Hinds. 

One  who  enters  upon  land  as  the  representative  of  another,  and  remains  thereon  in 
such  capacity,  4s  not  a  settler  within  the  meaning  of  the  pre-emption  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  July  18, 1890. 

On  May  27, 1887,  William  Hinds  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment alleging  settlement  Febrnary  11, 1885,  npou  the  £. }  of  the  SW.  \^ 
Sec.  26,  and  B.  J  of  the  i^W.  i,  Sec.  35,  T.  14  S.,  R.  87  W.,  Gonnison, 
Colorado. 

In  parsuance  of  his  published  notice  of  intention  he  snbmitted  proof 
in  support  of  his  entry  at  the  local  office  on  November  9, 1887.  W.  L. 
Ynle,  President  of  the  Ohio  Creek  Anthracite  Goal  Company,  filed  affi- 
davit of  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  said  proof.  Both  parties  ap- 
peared by  counsel. 

Separate  motions  were  made  by  claimant's  attorney  to  dismiss  the  said 
protest  for  failure  to  specifically  set  forth  the  charges  and  <^  for  the  rea- 
son that  there  are  no  corroborating  affidavits."  These  motions  were 
denied  November  14, 1887. 

Thereupon  the  hearing  was  proceeded  with  upon  different  days  until 
November  24, 1887,  when  the  case  closed. 

Upon  the  evidence  submitted,  the  local  officers  recommended  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  claimant's  proof  and  the  approval  of  his  entry.  The 
company  appealed  from  this  judgment  and  your  office,  on  March  29, 
1889,  reversed  this  decision  and  sustained  the  contest  and  rejected 
Hind's  proof.    From  this  order  he  appeals. 

From  an  examination  of  the  record  it  appears  that  at  some  time  prior 
to  October  1883,  the  land  in  question  with  some  four  thousand  acres  of 
adjoining  coal  land,  had  been  purchased  from  a  party  having  color  of 
title  by  the  Mt.  Carbon  Anthracite  Coal  company  of  which  said  Ohio 
Creek  Company  is  the  successor.  At  the  time  of  such  purchase  there 
were  three  or  four  houses  on  the  land,  one  of  which  had  previously  been 
used  as  a  hotel. 
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In  Aagust,  1883,  one  W.  L.  Hinds,  the  claimant's  son,  occapied  a 
dwelling-hoase  on  the  land  as  superintendent  of  the  Mt,  Oarbon  Com- 
pany, where  in  October  following  he  was  joined  by  the  claimant,  a  di- 
rector in  said  company,  who  came  from  New  York  in  its  interest. 

The  property  of  the  Mount  Carbon  Company  was  subsequently  sold 
and  ultimately  conveyed  to  its  said  successor. 

In  the  course  of  such  re-organization,  the  claimant  having  obtained 
a  judgment  against  the  Mt.  Oarbon  Company,  bought  its  certain 
personal  property  at  the  resulting  sheriff's  sale  in  Gunnison  County, 
and  afterwards  transferred  his  interest  therein  to  the  said  new  company 
for  fotty  shares  of  its  stock. 

The  claimant,  who  became  a  director  in  the  Ohio  Creek  Company, 
continued  to  occupy  the  said  dwelling-house  until  the  time  of  trial.  His 
son  became  the  superintendent  of  the  last-named  company,  and  remained 
on  the  laud  until  June  1, 1887,  when  he  resigned. 

The  claimant  averred  in  his  proof  that  he  made  '' settlement"  on  the 
land  in  October,  1883.  He  testified  that  he  first  thought  of  pre-empting 
the  same  in  February,  1885,  <<  the  day  of  the  sheriff's  sale."  He  further 
states  that  from  the  latter  date  until  June,  1887,  his  << board"  and 
that  of  his  son,  had  been  paid  by  the  said  Ohio  Creek  company. 

The  improvements  on  the  land  valued  as  high  as  $8000,  were  all  made 
or  at  least  paid  for  by  the  said  Ohio  Creek  company,  with  the  exception 
possibly,  of  about  one-eighth  of  an  acre  cultivated  and  some  fencing, 
sage  brush  and  hay  cutting  by  the  claimant. 

Within  a  few  days  after  his  filing,  the  claimant  submitted  to  the  said 
Ohio  Creek  Company  a  proposition  in  writing  whereby  he  offered  to 
<<  execute  a  quit  claim  of  all  my  (his)  rights,  title  and  interest  in  and 
to  any  and  all  the  improvements  situate  on  the  "  tracts  heretofore  de- 
scribed. 

The  attorney,  who  drew  said  writing  testifies  that  the  claimant  had 
given  the  description  therein  contained  from  memory  and  that  the 
said  proposition  referred  solely  to  the  adjoining  coal  land  and  not  to 
the  tract  involved. 

The  claimant,  however,  states  in  said  writing  that  he  hoped  said 
proposition  would  be  accepted  as  he  incun*ed  great  trouble  and  ex- 
pense in  moving  from  New  York  and  that  ^^  to  move  again  will  entail 
like  trouble  and  expense. " 

That  the  claimant  went  on  the  land  and,  during  at  least  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  covered  by  his  proof,  remained  thereon  simply  as  the 
represe£itative  of  the  companies  named  and  not  with  the  intention  of 
acquiring  the  same  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  is,  I  think,  clear. 

Consequently  he  can  not  be  said  to  have  been  a  settler  thereon  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  pre-emption  law.  Griffin  v.  Pettigrew  (10  L.  D., 
610). 

Moreover  his  said  offer  to  sell  out  to  the  protestant  company  tends 
strongly  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  his  filing. 
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The  action  of  your  office  in  rejecting  the  claimant's  proof  is,  in  view 
of  the  foregoing,  hereby  affirmed. 

The  claim  of  the  said  Ohio  Creek  company  to  the  land  involved  is  not 
presented  by  this  record,  and  no  ruling  is  made  in  regard  thereto. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTBST-ATTORNBT— APPEAL— BELINQUISHMBNT. 

Pike  v.  Atkinson. 

An  attorney  who  advances  money  for  the  proseoation  of  a  oontest  does  not  secure 
thereby  such  an  interest  in  the  case  as  wiU  entitle  him  to  an  appeal  in  the  event 
the  contest  is  dismissed. 

The  preference  right  of  a  contestant  is  not  defeated  by  a  relinqaishment,  accompanied 
with  an  application  to  enter,  filed  after  the  initiation  of  the  contest. 

Mr8t  AsHatant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  OammisHoner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  July  18, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  0.  Pike  v.  William  S.  Atkinson, 
<m  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  December  4, 1888,  dis- 
missing his  contest  against  the  homestead  claim  of  Atkinson  and  allow- 
ing the  homestead  entry  of  Daniel  Snllivau  to  stand,  for  the  S.  ^  NB.| 
and  S.  i  NW.  |  of  Sec.  30,  T.  12,  B.  15  W.,  Grand  Island,  Nebraska, 
land  district. 

The  facts  are  as  follows : 

On  March  9, 1886,  Atkinson  made  homestead  entry  for  this  land,  and 
on  March  12, 1886,  one  James  Hanter  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against 
the  same.  Hearing  was  set  for  May  3, 1886.  On  March  27th,  ^ame 
year  Atkinson  executed  a  relinqaishment  and  gave  it  to  one  Boe,  attor- 
ney for  Hunter.  The  testimony  in  the  contest  case  was  taken  on  May 
23rd,  and  the  case  was  taken  under  advisement  by  the  local  officers. 
On  June  2, 1886,  Pike  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  said  entry, 
alleging  abandonment  and  that  the  Hanter  contest  was  a  collusion 
between  Atkinson  'and  Hanter,  and  Hunter's  attorney  (Roe),  and  that 
it  was  for  speculation.  The  hearing  of  this  contest  was  set  for  August 
23,  1886.  July  1,  1886,  Hunter  withdrew  from  his  contest  and  the 
same  was  dismissed.  On  November  10, 1886,  the  day  to  which  Pike's 
contest  had  been  continued,  he  appeared  with  counsel  and  Atkinson 
being  in  default,  Boe  api)eared  and  moved  the  local  officers  to  postpone 
the  hearing  until  the  final  disposition  of  his,  Boe's,  appeal  from  their 
refusal  to  re-instate  the  Hunter  contest.  This  motion  was  overruled 
and  the  testimony  was  heard  and  the  case  was  passed  for  decision. 

On  February  21, 1887,  Daniel  Sullivan  filed  the  relinquishment  of 
Atkinson  and  filed  application  for  homestead  entry  for  the  land.  This 
was  filed  subject  to  the  rights  of  contestant,  John  C.  Pike.  On  March 
2, 1887,  the  local  officers  decided  the  contest  in  favor  of  Pike  and 
allowed  him  thirty  days  "  preference  right  of  entry,"  Sullivan's  entry  to 
be  canceled  if  Pike  should  make  application  to  enter. 
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From  this  decision  Sallivan  appealed  and  your  office  on  December  4^ 
1888,  held  that  there  was  no  sufficient  ground  for  awarding  the  pref- 
erence right  of  entry  to  Pike,  and  dismissed  his  contest  and  allowed 
Sullivan's  entry  to  stand  intact.    From  which  decision  Pike  appealed. 

Your  decision  states  th^  testimony  sufficiently  full  and  complete. 

Although  Boe  as  attorney  for  Hunter,  had  expended  some  money  for 
his  client,  yet  he  han  no  such  interest  in  the  case  as  will  entitle  him 
to  an  appeal,  hence  the  local  office  did  not  err  in  overruling  his  motion  to 
postpone  the  hearing  until  his  attempted  appeal  should  be  heard. 

Boe  was  evidently  holding  the  relinquishment  of  Atkinson  for  specu- 
lation. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  contest  of  Pike  was  not  the  cause  of  the  relin- 
quishment by  Atkinson,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  the  filing  of  said  relin- 
quishment in  the  local  office  was  the  result  of  the  contest,  as  at  the 
hearing  in  November  evidence  had  been  submitted  which  must  have 
resulted  in  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  and  the  only  opportunity 
that  Boe  had  of  obtaining  any  money  for  said  relinquishment  was  to  sell 
the  same  and  file  it  and  procure  the  cancellation  of  the  entry  before  it 
was  canceled  on  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing.  The  cancella- 
tion thus  being  the  result  of  the  contest  by  Pike,  he  must  have  a  pref- 
erence right  of  entry,  and  the  entry  of  Sullivan  must  be  canceled  should 
Pike  still  assert  his  right. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


PR-B-EMPTIOK     FINAIi     PROOF— PAYMBNT-PBOOP     OP    NON-AXIKNA- 

TION. 

John  J.  Schneider. 

Delay  in  making  payment  for  the  land  will  not  defeat  a  pre-emption  entry  alio wed'prior 
to  the  regulations  requiring  proof  and  payment  to  be  made  at  the  same  time. 

Where  the  final  proof  is  not  made  before  the  local  office,  and  the  delay  in  making  pay- 
ment is  fairly  explained,  additional  proof  of  non- alienation  is  not  reqnired|  if  it 
appears  that  the  entryman  had  complied  with  the  law  up  to  the  date  of  final 
proof,  and  had  not  then  sold  or  agreed  to  sell  the  land. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  OeneraV 

Land  Office^  July  18, 1890. 

On  March  31, 1883,  John  J.  Schneider  made  pre-emption  cash  entry 
for  the  8.  i  of  the  NB.  |  and  S.  J  of  the  NW.  |,  Sec.  13,  T.  135  K,  K. 
58  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota. 

In  hiH  declaratory  statement  filed  April  15, 1881,  the  land  was  erro- 
neously described  as  the  S.  ^  of  the  NE.  |  and  K  ^  of  the  S£.  \  of  the 
section  named.  Attention  having  been  called  to  such  error  by  your 
office,  his  application  to  amend  said  filing  was  allowed  by  your  office 
letter  of  January  11,  1886. 

He  made  proof  before  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  Banr 
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som  county  on  January  13, 1883,  showing  that  he  is  a  married  man  and 
that  be  had  continuously  resided  upon  the  land  from  April  11,  1881,  to 
the  date  of  his  proof  and  that  his  improvements  consist  of  a  log  house 
twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  stable,  well,  Ave  acres  broken  and  cropped  in 
1882,  valued  at  $300. 

On  January  15,1886,  your  office  suspended  the  said  entry  ^'on  account 
of  insufficient  proof,  the  pre-emption  affidavit  on  file  with  the  case  not 
covering  the  date  of  entry  "  and  required  the  claimant  to  furnish  ^^said 
affidavit  without  delay." 

The  local  office  on  July  23,  1887,  reported  that  the  entryman  had^  De- 
cember 31, 1886,  been  notified  of  the  foregoing  and  that  **  no  action  had 
been  taken." 

.  Thereupon  your  office,  December  li,  1887,  directed  the  local  office  to 
^'  advise  the  party  that  in  lieu  of  the  pre-emption  affidavit  required  by 
said  letter,  he  will  be  allowed  to  furnish  an  affidavit  of  continued  resi- 
dence on  and  non-alienation  of,  the  land  down  to  date  of  entry,  March 
31, 1883,  proof  having  been  made  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  on  Janu- 
ary 13,  1883." 

The  notice  of  this  requirement  was  sent  the  entryman  January  7, 
1888,  by  registered  letter,  which  was  returned  uncalled  for. 

From  the  said  decision  of  December  14,  1887,  F.  T.  Day,  who  swears 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  Ian  I  in  question  and  that  the  whereabouts 
of  the  entryman,  who  '< neglects  and  refuses"  to  comply  with  the  said 
requirement,  are  unknown  and  cannot  be  ascertained,  has  appealed  to 
this  Department. 

The  affidavit  of  the  entryman's  attorney,  dated  March  13,  1883,  seta 
out  that  the  delay  in  forwarding  the  testimony  of  the  entryman  and 
witnesses  to  the  local  office  was  caused  by  '^  impossibility  of  obtaining 
the  funds  with  which  to  make  final  payment  for  said  tract  at  an  earlier 
date." 

The  entryman's  proof  was  made  prior  to  the  circular  of  November  18, 
1884,  (3  L.  D.,  188),  whereby  pre-emption  claimants  were  required  to 
make  proof  and  payment  at  the  same  time. 

Consequently  the  delay  in  making  payment  for  the  land  should  not 
be  permitted  to  afifect  the  entry  involved.    B.  M.  Barbour  (9  L.  D.,  615). 

The  entryman's  proof  shows  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  law 
and  his  pre-emption  affidavit  thereto  attached  sets  out  that  he  had 
neither  sold  nor  agreed  to  sell  the  land. 

Consequently,  the  entryman's  proof  having  been  made  before  an  offi- 
cer other  than  the  register  or  receiver,  and  the  delay  in  payment  hav- 
ing been  fairly  explained,  the  case  at  bar  is  clearly  governed  by  the 
rale  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Charles  Lehman  (8  L.  D.,  486),  wherein 
the  Department  has  held  that  if  the  pre- emptor  has  in  fact  complied 
with  the  law  up  to  the  time  of  making  proof  and  can  at  that  time  truth- 
fully make  the  requisite  affidavit,  a  sale  thereafter  without  such  affida- 
vit having  been  made,  and  prior  to  the  issuance  of  final  certificate,  will 
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not  of  necessity  defeat  the  right  to  a  patent.  See  also  Origsby  v.  Smith 
(9  L.  D.,  98)  and  cases  cited. 

The  record  does  not  show  whether  or  not  the  entrymau  between  the 
date  of  his  proof  (January  13,  1883)  and  the  issue  of  his  final  certificate 
(March  31, 1883),  had  alienated  the  land. 

But  under  the  authority  cited,  I  must  find  from  the  record  before  me, 
that  such  alienation  would  have  been  immaterial.  I  can,  therefore,  see 
no  reason  for  disturbing  the  entry  in  question. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed. 


OKLAHOMA  TOWN  SITES— COMMUTED  HOMESTEAD. 

CIBGULAB. 

Segulatians  to  he  observed  in  the  execution  of  the  proviHona  of  the  second  proviso  of  the 
twenty-second  section  of  the  **actto  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Oklahoma,"  eic.f  approved  May  2, 1690. 

DEPABtMENT  OF  THE  INTEBIOB, 

Oenebal  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  July  18, 1890. 

To  the  Registers  ^d  Receivers  of  the  U.  8.  Land  Offices^  Oklahoma  Ter- 
ritory. 

Gentlemen:  All  applications  to  commute  homestead  entries,  or 
portions  thereof,  to  cash  entries,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  acre,  for 
the  purpose  named  in  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act  above  cited, 
will  be  made  through  your  respective  offices  and  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  accordance  with  the  following  regulations  : 

1.  Entries  under  said  section  must  be  made  according  to  the  legal 
subdivisions  of  the  land,  and  no  application  for  a  less  quantity  than  is 
embraced  in  a  legal  subdivision  or  for  laud  involved  in  any  contest,  will 
be  received  by  you. 

2.  A  party  desiring  to  found  a  city  or  town  upon  land  embraced  in 
his  homestead  should  present  his  application  (form  4001)  at  the  local 
land  office  of  the  district  in  which  his  land  is  situated,  and,  if  his  appli- 
cation and  the  status  of  his  homestead  entry  are  found  to  be  in  accord 
with  the  foregoing  requirements,  you  will  so  advise  him  and  allow  him 
two  months  within  which  to  prepare  and  file  with  you  triplicate  plats 
of  the  survey  of  the  land  applied  for,  duly  verified  by  the  oaths  of  him- 
self and  the  surveyor. 

3.  Such  plats  must  state  the  name  of  the  city  or  town,  describe  the 
exterior  boundaries  thereof  according  to  the  lines  of  public  surveys,  ex- 
hibit the  streets,  squares,  blocks,  lots  and  alleys,  and  must  specifically 
set  forth  the  size  of  the  same,  with  measurements  and  area  of  each  mu- 
nicipal subdivision ;  and,  if  the  survey  was  made  subsequent  to  May 
2,  1890,  the  plats  must  also  show  that  the  provisions  of  the  first  proviso 
of  the  section  of  the  act  under  consideration  have  been  complied  with, 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  69 

viz:  the  netting  apart  of  "reservations  for  parks  (of  substantially 
equal  area  if  more  than  one  park)  and  for  schools  and  other  public  pur- 
poses, embracing  in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty  acres." 

4.  CTpon  receipt  of  the  plats  you  will  transmit  the  same  to  this  office, 
for  examination  and  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to- 
gether with  the  application  to  make  entry  and  your  joint  report  as  to  the 
status  of  the  land  applied  for.  Should  the  plats  be  approved,  one  o£ 
them  will  be  retained  in  this  office  and  the  other  two  returned  to  you 
with  directions  to  notify  the  applicant  of  their  approval  and  that  he 
will  be  allowed  three  months  within  which  to  make  the  proof  herein- 
after prescribed  and  to  perfect  his  entry  of  the  legal  subdivision,  or 
subdivisions,  applied  for,  exclusive  of  the  portions  reserved  for  parks, 
schools  and  other  public  purposes  (which  are  to  be  patented,  as  a  gift 
to  the  town  when  organized  as  a  municipality,  for  the  specific  purposes 
for  which  they  were  reserved),  by  tendering  the  purchase  price  of  that 
portion  of  the  land  actually  entered.  One  of  the  approved  [)lats  re- 
turned to  you  will  be  retained  in  your  office  and  the  other  delivered  to 
the  applicant  to  be  placed  on  record  and  file  in  the  office  of  the  recorder 
of  the  county  in  which  the  town  is  situated. 

5.  Notice  of  intention  to  make  cash  entry  as  above  contemplated, 
shall  be  the  same  in  all  respects  as  is  required  of  a  claimant  in  making 
final  homestead  proof,  and  the  entry  when  made  will  be  given  the  cur- 
rent number  of  the  series  of  commuted  or  cash  entries  provided  for  in 
the  twenty-first  section  of  the  above  cited  territorial  act  Proof  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  published  notice,  consisting  of  the  testimony  of  the 
claimant  and  two  witnesses,  must  be  furnished  relating 

Ist.  To  the  strict  observance  of  the  warning  contained  in  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  March  23, 1889,  if  the  land  applied  for  is  within 
that  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma  opened  to  settlement  thereby. 
Should  the  land  be  located  in  a  portion  of  the  Territory  which  may  here- 
after become  open  to  settlement  by  operation  of  law  or  a  proclamation 
of  the  President,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  claimant  to  show  that  he 
has  strictly  observed  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  provisions  under  which 
settlement  in  said  portion  became  permissible. 

2nd.  The  claimant's  citizenship,  and  qualifications  in  all  other  re- 
spects, as  a  homesteader,  the  same  as  in  making  final  homestead  or  com- 
muted proof  under  the  act  relating  to  the  Seminole  lands,  approved 
March  2, 1889,  and  the  territorial  act  admendatory  thereof,  approved 
May  2,  1890. 

3rd.  Due  compliance  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  homestead  law, 
by  the  claimant,  up  to  the  date  of  commuting  to  cash  entry. 

4th.  The  foregoing  to  be  accompanied  by  the  usual  proof  of  notice  by 
publication,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  register  and  receiver 
showing  that  the  duplicate  homestead  receipt  has  been  presented  to 
them  and  canceled  in  respect  to  the  land  purchased  for  townsite  pur- 
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posesy  and  the  certificate  of  the  county  recorder  to  theefifect  that  a  plat 
of  the  town,  bearing  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  has 
been  made  of  record  and  placed  on  file  in  his  office. 

6.  After  notice  has  been  given  an  applicant  that  this  homestead  is  free 
from  contests,  and  is  not  in  conflict  with  any  other  entry,  and  pending 
the  preparation  and  approval  of  the  town  plats,  you  will  neither  accept 
any  atiidavit  of  contest  nor  order  any  hearing  involving  the  land  applied 
for ;  and  after  the  approval  of  the  plats,  no  contest  initiated  as  such  and 
looking  to  the  defeat  of  the  proposed  cash  entry,  will  be  entertained  by 
this  office. 

7.  Parties  appearing  at  the  time  and  place  of  making  proof  and  pro> 
testing  against  the  allowance  of  the  cash  entry,  simply  as  objectors  or 
friends  of  the  government,  will  be  heard,  permitted  to  cross-examine 
the  claimant  and  his  witnesses  without  additional  cost  to  the  claimant, 
and  their  complaints  and  the  facts  developed  will  be  duly  considered  by 
you,  and  such  action  taken  as  you  may  deem  proper,  except  that  yon 
will  order  no  hearing  in  any  such  case.  Should  a  protestant  desire  to 
carry  his  action  into  a  iu)ntest,  between  which  proceedings  there  exists 
a  clear  distinction  (see  McOracken  v.  Porter,  3  L.  D.,  399,  and  Martin  v. 
Barker,  6  L.  D.,  763),  he  will  be  required  to  file  with  you  a  sworn  and 
corroborated  statement  of  his  grounds  of  action,  and  that  the  contest  is 
not  initiated  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  the  claimant  and  extorting 
money  from  him  under  a  compromise,  but  in  good  faith  to  prosecute 
the  same  to  a  final  determination,  which  statement  you  will  transmit 
with  the  claimant's  proof,  and  if  the  allegations  therein  contained  are 
considered  sufficient  by  this  office  to  warrant  the  ordering  of  a  hearing, 
you  will  be  so  advised  and  a  hearing  will  be  ordered  upon  compliance 
by  the  contestant  with  the  condition  that  he  shall  deposit  with  you  a 
sufficient  sum  to  cover  the  costs  thereof. 

8.  Notice  of  your  actions  or  decisions  in  all  matters  affecting  an  entry, 
or  an  application  to  enter,  under  the  foregoing  instructions,  and  the 
proof  thereof,  shall  be  the  same  as  in  ordinary  cases  ^  and  any  person 
feeling  aggrieved  by  your  judgment  in  such  matters  may,  within  ten 
days  from  receipt  of  notice  thereof,  appeal  to  this  office.  Within  the 
time  for  filing  an  appeal,  the  appellant  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  same 
on  the  appellee  who  will  be  allowed  ten  days  from  such  service  within 
which  to  file  his  brief  and  argument.  Appeals  from  the  conclusions  of 
this  office  lie  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  subject  to  the  foregoing 
restrictions  as  to  time,  the  same  as  in  other  matters  of  like  character. 

Respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Gboff, 

Commissioner. 
Approved, 

John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary. 
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HOMESTEAD  CONTEST-  CITIZENSHIP-  EVIDENCE— ATTORNEYS. 

KiREPATRIOK  V.  BRINKMAN. 

A  contest  against  a  homestead  entry  on  the  groand  that  the  entryman  is  not  a  citi- 
zen most  fail  if  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  is  filed  prior  to  the 
initiation  of  snit. 

A  stipalation  as  to  matters  of  evidence  to  be  considered  on  the  trial  is  within  the  prov- 
ince of  attorneys  of  record,  and  such  action  is  binding  upon  the  parties,  in  the 
absence  of  miscondnot  on  the  part  of  the  prevailing  party. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  July  21,  1890. 

Sophia  Brinkman,  November  28,  1882,  made  homestead  entry  No. 
10,066  for  the  SB.  i  of  Sec.  27,  T.  6  N.,  E.  24  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Blooming- 
ton,  Nebraska.  On  June  18, 1886,  Ellas  T.  Kirkpatrick  filed  affidavit 
of  contest,  alle^ng  that  said  Sophia  Brinkman  was  not  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  at  the  date  of  her  entry,  and  also  that  she  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  law  in  relation  to  settlement  and  residence.  Hearing 
was  set  for  Angnst  6th,  before  the  local  office. 

A.  J.  McPeak,  a  notary  pnblic,  was  appointed  by  the  register  and 
receiver  to  take  depositions  of  witnesses  as  to  the  allegations  involved 
in  the  affidavit  of  contest,  at  his  office  in  Arapahoe,  Nebraska,  Jnly  30, 
1886. 

On  said  last  date  the  parties  appeared  at  the  oftce  of  McPeak,  at- 
tended by  counsel,  and  a  stipalation  was  signed  by  F.  B.  Taylor,  at- 
torney for  contestant,  and  Sheppard  and  Black,  attorneys  for  contestee, 
by  which  contestant  withdrew  all  objections  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
residence,  cultivation,  etc.,  leaving  only  for  the  consideration  of  the 
local  officers  the  allegation  of  non-citizenship. 

The  stipulation  covers  five  pages  of  foolscap,  but  for  the  purposes  of 
this  case  it  is  only  necessary  to  note  one  clause  thereof,  namely : 

That  on  the  7th  day  of  Jnne,  1886,  contestee  appeared  before  said  district  conrt,  it 
being  the  first  Hay  of  the  first  term  of  said  conrt  after  contestee  had  learned  she  was 
not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  made  application  to  be  naturalized.  Con- 
testee was  at  that  time  informed  by  the  jndge  of  said  conrt  that  all  she  conld  do  was 
to  declare  her  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which  she  then  and 
there  did. 

A  copy  of  said  declaration,  duly  authenticated,  is  also  filed  with  the 
papers  in  the  case. 

In  view  of  this  stipulation,  the  local  officers  recommended  *  the 
dismissal  of  the  contest.  Kirkpatrick  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on 
December  5, 1888,  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  the  contestant  now  appeals  from  said  decision  to  this 
Department. 

It  will  be  noticed' that  claimant's  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a 
<sitizen  preceded  by  nearly  two  weeks  the  filing  of  the  affidavit  of  con- 
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test,  and  as  it  is  clear  from  the  stipulation  that  claimant  at  the  time  of 
making  her  entry  honestly  believed  that  she  was  a  citizen  (she  having 
been  informed  by  her  husband  in  his  life-time  that  he  was  a  Union 
soldier)  and  her  declaration  having  been  made  prior  to  the  initiation  of 
the  contest  by  Kirkpatrick  removed  the  disability  of  alienage  that  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  making  her  entry  (6  L.  D.,  485 ;  4  L.  D.,  564 ;  3  L.D.^ 
452 ;  2  L.D.,  627), 

Since  the  decision  of  your  office  dismissing  the  contest,  contestant 
has  employed  another  lawyer,  Taylor  having  left  the  country,  and  now 
for  the  first  time  the  point  is  raised,  that  Taylor  <<  sold  out "  his  client 
when  he  signed  the  stipulation.  That  con  testa  nt  did  not  intend  nor  au- 
thorize his  attorney  to  waive  the  question  of  residence  and  cultivation, 
and  asks  that  he  may  show  lack  of  residence,  etc. 

The  argument  of  contestant's  last  counsel  consistiS  largely  of  uncalled 
for  villification  and  abuse  of  opposing  counsel,  and  abounds  in  vituper- 
ation to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  in  bad  taste  and  certainly  does  not  add 
strength  to  an  argument.  If  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  employed  a  dishonest  at- 
torney, that  is  not  the  &ult  df  the  entryman  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  she  corrupted  him  or  was  a  party  thereto,  and  she  should  not  be^ 
made  to  smart  for  the  conduct  of  opposing  counsel.  The  client  is  ordi- 
narily bound  by  the  admissions  of  his  attorney  and  a  stipulation  as  to- 
matters  of  evidence  to  be  considered  in  the  trial  of  the  case  is  pecu- 
liarly within  the  province  of  attorneys  of  record,  and  their  action  therein 
is  binding  upon  their  clients  unless  the  prevailing  party  is  guilty  ot 
misconduct.  And  inasmuch  as  the  question  of  residence  and  cultiva- 
tion will  necessarily  be  considered  when  claimant  offers  her  final  proof, 
and  the  contestant  will  then  have  the  opportunity  to  offer  any  rebutting 
evidence  he  may  have,  I  do  not  now  deem  it  necessary  to  open  the 
case  for  that  purpose. 

The  decision  of  your  office  in  dismissing  the  contest  is  therefore  af- 
firmed. 


HOMESTEAD  AND  PRE-EMPTION— CONFLICTIXG  SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS- 

Olark  V.  Martin. 

One  who  occapies  land  as  the  tenant  of  another  may,  on  the  termination  of  the  ten- 
ancy, make  a  legal  settlement  on  said  land,  by  remaining  thereon  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  the  same  a  home  to  the  exclnsion  of  one  elsewhere. 

The  extent  of  the  pre-emption  right  is  limited  to  the  land  accnally  incladed  within 
the  settlement  of  the  pre-emptor. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  21,  1890. 

I  h  ive  considered  the  case  of  Samnel  Clark  v.  George  G.  Martin  on 
appeal  by  the  former  from  yonr  office  decision  of  January  31, 1889,  can- 
celling his  pre-emption  filing  number  1334,  and  accepting  the  final 


DECISIONS   RELATION   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  73 

proof  of  said  Martin  for  the  8W.  i  of  NB.  i  5  SB.  i  of  NW.  |,  NB.  i  of 
SW.  I  and  NW.  ^  of  SB,  i  of  section  28,  T.  22  S.,  E.  20  B.,  Gainesville^ 
Florida,  land  district.    The  facts  are  these : 

On  February  12,  1885,  Martin  made  a  homestead  entry  for  said  land' 
aud  on  March  10,  same  year,  Glark  filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory^ 
statement  for  same  land,  alleging  settlement  February  10, 1885. 

On  September  10, 1885,  Martin  submitted  commutation  proof;  Clark, 
appeared  and  offered  adverse  testimony  and  on  October  13,  following, 
Giark  submitted  pre-emption  final  proof  and  Martin  appeared  and 
offered  adverse  testimony. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  your  office,  and  a  hearing  was  ordered 
which  was  had  December  17, 1886,  and  the  local  officers  held  Clark's- 
declaratory  statement  for  cancellation  and  accepted  the  commutation 
proof  of  Martin. 

From  this  decision  Clark  appealed  and  your  office  decision  of  January: 
3i,  1889,  affirmed  said  decision  from  which  he  again  appealed. 

The  testimony  shows :  That  Samuel  Clark  was  a  freedman  over  sixty 
years  of  age  at  time  of  hearing;  that  in  1860  he  settle<l  upon  the  SB.  |  of 
N W.  i  and  SW.  |  of  NB.  |  of  said  section  28,  and  built  a  house,  cleared,, 
fenced  and  cultivated  a  small  parcel  of  said  land ;  subsequently  he  made 
additions  thereto  until  he  had  some  thirty  acres  cleared  and  fenced.  He 
bailt  some  out-buildings  and  planted  orange,  banana,  grape-fruit,  and 
other  valuable  trees  thereon.  In  1868  he  attempted  to  make  a  home- 
stead entry  for  this  land  but  by  mistake  entered  the  NB.  |  SW.  |  and 
NW.  I  of  SB.  i  of  said  section.  He  had  built  his  house  upon  the  SB.  ^ 
of  NW.  i  and  his  "  clearing'^  extended  onto  the  SW.  i  of  NB.  f  He 
did  not  offer  final  proof  within  seven  years,  but  went  to  the  land  office 
about  one  month  after  the  time  had  expired  and  was  informed  that  he 
was  too  late.  In  March,  1878,  one  W.  B.  Center  made  homestead  entry 
for  the  SB.  i  of  NW.  i  and  SW.  i  of  NB.  |  of  said  section  (being  the 
land  occupied  by  Clark).  He  made  no  settlement  or  residence  on  the- 
land  but  went  there  aud  informed  Clark  that  he  entered  the  land  and 
owned  it  and  gave  Clark  the  first  information  he  had  that  there  was  a* 
mistake  in  his  (Clark's)  entryl 

In  1879  Center  died ;  his  sister  was  appointed  administratrix  of  his 
estate  and  guardian  of  his  children,  and  one  Coogler  (who  was  law 
partner  of  Martin),  as  agent  for  this  guardian  in  December,  1881,  sold, 
the  rights  of  said  heirs  to  one  1.  N.  B.  Shoemaker  of  Beading,  Pa.,  who 
went  upon  the  land,  claimed  to  own  it,  built  a  house  upon  the  SW.  ^of 
NE.  I  of  the  section,  made  some  improvements  on  that  tract  and 
cleared,  fenced,  and  planted  to  orange  trees  about  seven  acres  in  the- 
NE.  J  of  SW.  i  of  the  section. 

The  entry  of  Clark  was  canceled  on  April  10, 1881^  and  on  the  23rd. 
of  December  following,  Shoemaker  made  homestead  entry  for  the  N.  W. 
i  of  SB.  i  and  NB.  i  of  SW.  i  of  the  section.  On  July  20,  1883,  the 
Center  entry  was  canceled  by  relinquishment  and  on  23rd  of  same- 
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month  Shoemaker's  homestead  entry  was  canceled  by  relinquishment 
•  and  on  same  day  he  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the 
four  tracts  in  controversy,  alleging^ settlement  December  17,  1882. 

Shoemaker  went  npon  the  land  occupied  by  Clark  in  December,  1881, 
and  all  of  the  improvements  made  on  it  were  made  before  he  had  any 
title  except  an  agreement  with  Coogler,  as  agent  of  the  guardian  of 
'Center's  heirs.  Coogler  says  in  an  affidavit,  ^'  When  I  put  Shoemaker 
in  possession  of  the  Center  lands  in  1^1,  Sam  Clark  was  still  residing 
upon  the  place  at  the  spring  and  I  told  Shoemaker  that  Clark  was  only 
a  tenant  at  will."  ^ 

In  July,  1883,  immediately  after  filing  his  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement,  Shoemaker  moved  with  bis  family  back  to  Beading,  Pa., 
wholly  abandoning  the  land.  He  never  returned  to  reside  upon  it';  but 
in  December,  1884,  visited  Florida  and  in  January,  1885,  offered  final 
proof  on  his  declaratory  statement,  which  was  rejected  because  of  aban- 
donment and  failure  to  maintain  a  residence  on  the  land. 

Clark  continued  to  reside  upon  the  tract  during  the  time  Shoemaker 
was  making  his  improvements  and  while  he  was  absent  from  the  State. 
It  is  shown  that  Clark  is  very  ignorant,  and  that  he  was  timid  about 
asserting  his  rights ;  that  he  was  disposed  to  admit  the  sui>eriority  of 
white  men;  in  fact  he  was  afraid  of  Center  and  did  not  know  what  he 
•could  do  with  Shoemaker — so  he  in  fact  admitted  the  superior  right  to 
the  land,  in  Center  first,  and  afterward  in  Shoemaker,  and  in  the  winter 
of  1884-5  he  made  preparations  to  leave  the  place  and  go  to  the  farm 
of  his  step-son.  He  had  a  part  of  his  crops  grown  in  1884,  stored  there 
and  was  arranging  to  move  during  the  winter.  Shoemaker  testifies 
that  he  was  at  Clark's  in  February,  1885,  and  Clark  and  his  wife  told 
him  they  were  going  away.  Martin  offered  testimony  showing  that 
Clark  said  that  he  would  not  stay  there  and  improve  the  place  for 
another  man.  Shoemaker  was  there  February  9,  1885,  to  get  oranges 
to  take  north  with  him.  He  and  Clark  talked  over  the  matter  and  he 
informed  Clark  that  he  was  going  north  to  stay  and  Clark  told  him  he 
had  a  house  over  on  Landy's  (his  step-son's)  place  and  that  they  were 
getting  ready  to  move. 

Coogler,  as  agent  for  Shoemaker,  bad  sold  the  improvements  on  the 
.land  to  Martin  after  Shoemaker's  failure  to  "  prove  up",  and  on  Febru- 
ary 12,  1885,  Shoemaker's  relinquishment  was  placed  on  file  and  Mar- 
tin's homestead  entry  was  immediately  made. 

The  local  officers  treat  Clark  as  the  tenant  first  of  Center  and  after- 
wards of  Shoemaker,  and  Martin  and  they  cite  Conk  v.  Bechenbach  (4 
L.  D.,  257),  in  which  it  is  held  that  <<one  holding  as  a  tenant  of  another 
acquires  no  settlement  rights  under  the  homestead  law."  The  principal 
part  of  Shoemaker's  testimony  is  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  Clark 
admitted  his  (Shoemaker's)  ownership,  but  as  I  have  said  it  was  a  kind 
of  admission  growing  out  of  ignorance  and  timidity,  and  it  is  immaterial 
as  to  whether  it  was  tenancy  or  not,  for  if  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
-tenant  ever  existed  between  them  that  relation  terminated  with  Shoe- 
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-maker's  abandoDment  of  the  land }  it  certainly  could  not  exist  after  the 
local  officers,  on  a  hearing,  had  decided  that  he  had  abandoned  the  tract. 
•From  that  time  Clark  conld  by  act  and  intent  become  a  settler.  Tl^at 
is,  if  he  had  in  his  mind  given  up  the  idea  of  retaining  his  home  upon 
ttiis  land  and  had  made  preparations  to  move  away,  and  if  Shoemaker 
is  correct  in  his  statement,  that  was  the  condition  of  his  occupancy,  and 
df  from  being  advised  of  his  right  to  remain,  or  upon  the  information 
that  Shoemaker  had  failed  to  make  proof  and  was  not  going  to  return 
to  the  land  as  it  seems  Clark  learned,  he  changed  his  intention  and  de- 
termined to  remain  and  make  his  home  there,  the  tenancy  being  ended, 
he  could  by  '*  a  combination  of  act  and  intent  on  his  part,  the  act  of  oc- 
cupying and  living  upon  the  tract  and  the  intention  of  making  the  same 
his  home  to  the  exclusion  of  a  home  elsewhere,''  make  a  legal  settle- 
ment. See  West  v.  Owen  (4  L.  D.,  412).  This  the  testimony  shows  he 
<iid— he  did  remain  on  the  laud — and  he  swears  that  his  intention  in  so 
remaining  was  to  make  his  home  there  to  the  exclusion  of  one  else- 
where, and  in  this  he  is  corroborated  by  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case. 
This  eliminates  from  the  case  the  question  which  is  made  by  counsel, 
to  wit,  whether  Clark  filed  in  time  under  the  statute.  Shoemaker  fixes 
his  visit  February  9th,  Clark  says  he  made  settlement  on  the  10th.  He 
is  probably  correct  as  to  the  day,  as  Shoemaker  is  an  intelligent  man 
and  probably  gave  the  date  correctly.  This  would  seem  to  settle  this 
case,  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  Clark  never  had  in  contemplation 
the  NW.  J  of  SB.  i  or  NE.  i  of  S W.  i  but  only  the  two  •'  forty  acre  lots  " 
on  which  he  had  made  his  improvements  and  while  his  declaratory 
statement  covers  the  tracts  mentioned,  I  do  not  think  his  settlement  in 
fact  included  them.  Your  decision  is  modified  as  follows:  The  home- 
stead entry  of  Martin  for  the  SB.  J  NW.  J  and  S W.  i  of  NE.  J  of  said 
section  28,  will  be  canceled  and  the  proof  of  Clark  as  to  these  tracts 
accepted.  The  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of  Clark  for  the 
NE.  4  of  SW.  i  and  NW.  i  of  SB.  i  of  said  section  will  be  canceled  and 
the  proof  of  Martin  accepted  for  said  tract. 


HOMESTBAB  CONTEST  -SXJFFICIEKCY  OF  CHARGE— EVIDENCB. 

MgKann  V.  Hatten. 

The  testimony  in  a  case  shoald  be  con6ned  to  the  charge  as  laid  in  the  affidavit  of 

contest. 
A  cooteetmnst  fail  if  the  charge  as  laid  therein  is  not  established  by  a  preponderance 

of  the  evidence. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  ^o  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  July  21, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  K.  McKann  v.  Snsan  Hatten  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  June  30^  1888,  affirming  the 
decision  of  the  local  officers  holding  for  cancellation  her  homestead 
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entry  for  the  NW.  |  of  Sec.  35,  T.  31  N.,  R.  46  W.,.  Valentine  land  dis- 
trict, Nebraska. 

On  Jane  6,  1884,  she  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tract,  and  oi> 
December  7,  1885,  McKann  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same 
alleging,  as  the  only  ground  thereof,  ^^  that  the  said  Snsan  Hatten  has 
not  settled  upon  said  tract  as  required  by  law." 

Notice  of 'the  contest  was  given  by  personal  service.  The  charge 
contained  in  the  notice  was  ^^  For  abandoning  her  homestead."  The 
hearing  was  set  for  February  19, 1886.  The  parties  appeared  and  the 
coutestee  by  her  counsel  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  cause ''  for  the  rea- 
son that  contestant  has  not  served  notice  of  this  contest  upon  claimant  as 
required  by  law. " 

The  local  officers  disregarded  this  motion,  appointed  a  commissioner 
to  take  testimony  and  continued  the  hearing  until  August  19, 1886. 

Both  parties  appeared  before  the  commissioner ;  and  the  contestant 
offered  testimony  to  show  a  failure  to  establish  residence  on  the  land. 
This  testimony  was  objected  to  by  the  attorney  of  contestee. 

August  19,  1886,  the  day  of  hearing  the  attorney  for  Hatten  filed 
with  the  local  officers  a  brief  in  which  he  insisted  that — ^^  the  only  alle- 
gation in  this  case  is  that  claimant  has  not  settled  upon  said  tract 
.  •  .  .  so  the  question  of  continuous  residence  can  not  be  called  iiv 
question  in  this  case."  He  insisted  that  only  such  testimony  as  related 
to  settlement  could  be  considered  and  ^^  claimant  asks  the  register 
and  receiver  to  dismiss  this  contest. " 

The  local  officers  on  considering  the  testimony  found  that ''  the  alle- 
gations made  by  the  contestant  are  sustained  and  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  entry  be  canceled. " 

From  this  decision  Hatten  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on  June  30,. 
1888,  your  office,  decided  that  the  testimony  disproved  .the  allegation 
of  contestant,  and  proceeding  you  say : — "  Her  plea  of  poverty  although 
made  in  good  faith,  will  not  excuse  total  failure  to  establish  residence 
after  a  lapse  of  more  than  twenty  months  from  entry.  Said  entry  is 
therefore  held  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  of  such  failure. " 

From  this  decision  Hatten  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  testimony  shows  that  in  July  1885,  claimant  had  a  foundation  for 
a  dug-out  house  commenced  and  partly  excavated ;  ihat  she  had  a  log 
house  put  upon  the  land  during  the  same  month,  but  at  the  initiation  of 
the  contest  it  had  not  been  roofed  or  completed.  She  had  six  acres  of 
breaking  done,  and  during  the  summer  of  1885,  raised  crops  thereon  ^ 
that  while  said  house  was  in  course  of  construction,  and  for  some  time 
during  the  summer  of  1885,  she  lived  in  a  tent  on  the  claim ;  that  she 
had  household  furniture  in  the  tent  and  after  she  returned  to  Hay 
Springs  to  work,  she  occasionally  came  back  and  stayed  in  the  tent ;. 
she  worked  some  on  the  claim  during  the  summer  raising  vegetables, 
beans,  etc.  She  was  poor  and  during  the  summer  of  1885,  was  sick  a 
portion  of  the  time  confined  to  her  bed  ;  she  worked  at  Hay  Springs,. 
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earned  her  living  by  washing,  and  spent  her  surplus  earnings — which 
were  not  much— in  intproving  her  claim,  and  when  the  parties  went  to 
the  bouse  to  put  up  notice  of  contest,  the  house  was  roofed  but  no^ 
'^chinked"  and  a  door  was  hung  therein,  but  the  house  was  not  yet 
made  habitable. 

The  contestant  resided  in  Sheridan  County,  Nebraska.  Was  an  at- 
torney-at-law,  and  appeared  in  his  own  behalf. 

The  affidavit  in  this  case  was  detective  and  uncertain,  and  the  un' 
certainty  as  to  what  the  contestee  would  have  to  meet  was  increased 
by  the  charge  contained  in  the  notice,  and  by  the  want  of  action  by  the 
local  officers  on  the  motion  to  dismiss.  While  it  is  not  the  province  of 
this  Department  to  take  up  and  pass  upon  defects  in  pleadings  not 
Doticed  or  waived  by  the  party  interested,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  this 
attorney  was  objecting  to  a  hearing  upon  the  affidavit  as  it  was  pre- 
sented. The  motion  to  dismiss  was  sufficient  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  local  officers  to  this  fa6t,  and  to  notify  them  that  counsel  was  not 
iDteudlng  to  waive  any  of  his  client's  rights,  yet  no  amendment  was 
made  to  the  affidavit,  and  the  contestant  launched  his  case  upon  the 
charge  therein  contained,  hence  the  testimony  should  have  been  con- 
^ned  to  that  charge.  *^  The  admissibility  of  evidence  is  determined  by 
the  charge  under  investigation."    Prince  v.  Wadsworth  (5  L.  D.,  299). 

This  eutryman  made  settlement  and  established  residence  upon  the 
land,  and  had  she  completed  her  house  and  moved  into  it,  there  could 
be  no  question  but  that  her  residence  would  have  dated  from  the  day 
she  moved  into  her  tent  upon  the  land.  In  Franklin  v.  Murch  (10  L. 
D.,  582),  Franklin  moved  into  a  tent  upon  the  land,  and  lived  there  un- 
til his  house  was  completed.  It  was  held  that — ^'  Franklin  became  an 
actual  settler  the  instant  he  pitched  his  tent  upon  the  land,  with  the 
intention  of  making  it  his  home." 

It  appears  that  Miss  Hatten,  by  reason  of  poverty  and  sickness,  had 
not  finished  her  house  at  the  time  the  contest  affidavit  was  filed,  but 
«he  appears  to  have  been  trying  to  complete  it,  as  she  had  it  '^  roofed  " 
and  a  door  hung  when  the  parties  visited  it  to  put  up  notice  of  the  con- 
test She  had  lived  on  the  land  a  part  of  the  summer  of  1885  beginning 
in  July,  and  had  raised  vegetables  in  a  garden  on  the  land,  but  she  had 
been  at  Hav  Springs  some  time,  although  not  absent  from  the  land  six 
months,  when  the  contest  was  initiated. 

Your  decision  is  inconsistent  with  itself  and  in  conflict  with  the  uni- 
form decisions  of  this  Department.  You  say  the  testimony  disproves 
"  the  allegations  of  contestant,"  but  you  sustain  the  contest  and  hold 
the  entry  for  cancellation. 

*'  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  contestant  to  establish  his  charges 
by  a  preponderance  of  evidence,  and  bad  faith  can  not  be  imputed  to  a 
claimant  upon  mere  circumstances  of  suspicion."  Scott  v.  King  (9  L. 
D.,  299).  See  also  Neff  v.  Oowhick  (6  L.  D.,  660),  and  Tibergheim  v. 
Spellner  (6  L.  D.,  483). 
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Having  found  the  allegations  disproved,  there  was  nothing  remaining- 
to  be  done  bat  dismiss  the  contest  The  entryman  has  a  right  to  have- 
his  case  tried  by  settled  rales  of  practice,  and  if  the  law  and  decisions 
are  disregarded,  every  entry  is  placed  in  jeopardy.  Adherence  to  law 
and  the  rnles  of  practice  is  necessary  to  avoid  confasion  in  the  hearing 
of  causes  and  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  parties. 

Your  decision  is  reversed,  and  without  intimating  any  opinion  con- 
cerning the  acts  of  good  faith  or  rights  of  the  entryman,  or  as  to  how 
far  sickness  and  poverty  tend  to  excuse  absence  from  the  land,  I  find 
that  the  contestant  failed  to  establish  his  case  by  a  preponderance  of 
the  evideoce  and  the  contest  is  accordingly  dismissed. 


PRACTICE-CERTIOBABI-APPLICATION. 

A.  B.  Cook. 

The  writ,  of  certiorari  will  be  denied  if,  from  the  application  therefor,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  applicant's  appeal  if  before  the  Department  woald  be  dismissed. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommiasioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  21^ 

1890. 

A.  B.  Gook  has  filed  a  petition  asking  that  the  papers  in  the  matter 
of  his  application  to  enter  the  NB.  \  SE.  \  Sec.  17,  T.  13  N.,  E.  19  W.,. 
Helena,  Montana,  be  certified  to  the  Department  for  consideration  and 
action. 

It  appears  that  on  November  20, 1889,  Cook  applied  to  enter  said  tract 
under  the  homestead  law  which  application  was  rejected  by  the  local 
officers  for  the  reason  that  the  tract  was  within  the  granted  limits  of 
the  grant  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  had  passed 
to  said  company  under  its  grant.  On  appeal  your  office  on  March  4^. 
1890,  fonnd  that  the  land  was  within  said  limits;  that  the  map  of  gen- 
eral route  was  filed  on  February  21, 1872,  notice  of  which  was  received 
at  the  local  office  on  May  6, 1872;  that  one  Amelia  Esch  on  February 
28, 1872,  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  alleging  settlement  on 
the  2nd  of  the  same  month ;  that  the  line  of  road  was  definitely  located 
OP  July  6, 1882,  and  concluded  that  the  claim  of  Esch  excepted  the  land 
from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal  on  general  route,  but  that  as  it  did 
not  appear  there  was  any  adverse  claim  to  the  tract  at  definite  location, 
nor  was  any  alleged  by  Cook,  the  land  passed  to  the  company  at  that 

time. 
It  further  appears  that  on  March  17,  1890,  Cook  filed  in  your  office  a 

waiver  of  his  right  of  appeal  from  said  decision,  whereupon  the  case  was 
regularly  closed  upon  the  records;  that  on  May  12th  following  he  filed 
notice  of  appeal  from  said  decision,  in  which  he  set  out  that  since  he 
filed  the  waiver  of  his  right  of  appeal,  one  Patrick  H.  Mahoney  had  ap- 
plied to  file  preemption  declaratory  statement  for  said  land,  alleging 
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on  oath  that  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  on  general  route  and  of  the- 
definite  location,  thd  tract  was  occupied  by  certain  described  pre-emp- 
tion claimants ;  that  he,  Cook,  was  ignorant  of  the  facts  so  alleged  by 
Mahoney,  '<  and  is  not  now  advised  as  to  the  truth  "  of  the  same,  but 
that  if  said  allegations  are  true  he  is  advised  and  believes  that  the  land 
did  not  pass  to  said  company.  He  therefore  concludes  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  the  tract,  and  withdraws  said  waiver. 

It  fnrther  appears  that  your  office  on  May  26, 1890,  refused  to  enter- 
tain the  appeal  for  (hn  reason  that  the  case  had  been  closed  on  the  tiling 
of  said  waiver.    Thereupon  this  petition  was  filed. 

It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  consider  the  question  whether  under  all 
circamstances  said  waiver  would  have  terminated  the  right  of  appeal 
even  in  the  presence  of  another  applicant  for  the  land.  The  writ  of 
certiorari  will  be  denied  however  if  on  the  showing  made  it  is  apparent 
that  the  applicant's  appeal,  if  before  the  Department,  would  be  dis- 
missed. Rudolph  Wnrlitzer  (6  L.  D.,  315).  It  should  be  premised 
that  the  case  made  here  must  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  independent 
of  that  made  by  Mahoney.  Tour  office  found  that  <'  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  claim  for  the  land  "  at  defioite  location,  ''  neither  is 
any  alleged  by  applicant."  This  finding  is  in  no  manner  questioned 
by  Cook.  He  entirely  fails  to  aver  that  there  was  any  claim  to  the  tract 
adverse  to  that  of  the  company,  at  date  of  definite  location.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  such  claim  the  tract  would  pass  to  the  company  under  its  grant. . 
Cook  refers  to  certain  allegations  as  made  by  Mahoney,  but  does  not 
even  adopt  them  as  his  own,  on  the  contrar}^  he  distinctly  says  he  is 
'*  not  now  advised  of  the  truth  of "  such  allegations.  Were  the  case 
here  on  appeal  with  no  allegation  to  contradict  the  finding  of  fact 
of  your  office  upon  which  the  decision  rested,  the  appeal  would  be  dis- 
missed. Under  the  ruling  above  cited  that  disposition  will  be  made  of. 
this  application  and  it  is  so  ordered. 


OKLAHOMA    LAKDS-GENERAL    CIBCULAB. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Oppioe, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  July  21,  1890. 
Registers  and  Receivers, 

U.  8.  Land  Offices^  Oklahoma  Territory. 

Gentlemen:  The  18th,  19th,  20th,  21st,  22nd,  23d,  24th  and  25th 
sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  2, 1890,  entitled  '<An  act 
to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  to- 
enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  court  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposes,"  embrace  provisions  for  the  disposal  of 
certain  land  therein  designated. 

None  of  said  lands  are  now  open  to  settlement  except  what  is  known  • 
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as  the  ^<  Public  Land  Strip,"  and  tbe  lands  described  in  the  President's 
proclamation  of  March  23,  1889,  but  du^  notice  will  be  given  when  the 
other  tracts  mentioned  are  open  to  settlement. 

All  of  said  lands  have  been  surveyed  except  tlie  "  Public  Land  Strip'', 
and  that  is  now  being  surveyed.  You  will  be  supplied  with  the  town- 
ship plats,  tract  books,  blank  forms,  official  circulars,  and  other  requi- 
sites for  the  proper  transaction  of  your  business  in  connection  therewith. 

The  statute  contains  some  provisions  which  are  applicable  to  all  of 
the  lands  described  therein  as  being  within  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma, 
while  other  provisions  are  applicable  only  to  certain  tracts.  The  gen- 
-eral  provisions  are  as  follows : 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

Sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  each  township  in  the  Territory  are 
reserved  for  school  purposes,  and  all  tracts  of  land  in«  said  Territory 
which  have  been  set  apart  for  school  puri>oses,  to  educational  societies, 
•or  missionary  boards  at  work  among  the  Indians,  are  not  open  to  settle- 
ment, but  are  granted  to  the  respective  educational  societies,  or  mis- 
sionary boards  for  whose  use  the  same  has  been  set  apart.  It  is  your 
•duty,  in  reference  to  the  latter  reservation,  to  inform  yourselves  as  to 
what  tracts  are  covered  by  said  provision,  and  advise  the  proper  parties 
that  for  the  better  protection  of  their  rights,  they  should  at  once  take 
steps  to  put  their  claims  of  record,  so  that  your  tract  books  and  the 
records  of  this  office  will  show  said  reservations.  The  remainder  of  the 
lands  are  made  subject  to  entry  by  actual  settlers  under  the  general 
homestead  laws  with  certain  modifications. 

Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  general  circular  issued  by  this  ofiftce 
January  1, 1889,  pages  13  to  30  inclusive,  42  to  57  inclusive,  and  86  to 
90  inclusive,  as  containing  the  homestead  laws  and  official  regulations 
thereunder.  These  laws  and  regulations  will  control  your  action,  but 
modified  by  the  special  provisions  of  the  a3t  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stat., 
S54:)  (see  circular  of  March  8, 1889,  8  L.  D.,  314),  and  the  act  of  May  26, 
1890,  (see  circular  of  June  25, 1890,  10  L.  D.,  687),  and  the  special  pro- 
visions of  this  act  as  hereinafter  specified. 

The  provision  in  section  20,  that  all  homestead  entries  for  lands  within 
said  Territory  shall  be  in  square  form  as  nearly  as  may  be,  has  refer- 
<ence  to  the  purpose  and  intent  of  the  homestead  laws  generally,  con- 
templating entries  by  quarter  sections  which  are  in  square  form,  when 
this  is  practicable,  but  not  requiring  it  as  an  absolute  rule,  and  permit- 
ting entries  to  be  made  of  different  tracts  to  make  up  the  full  quantity 
allowed  and  intended  to  be  entered.  When  this  is  the  case  it  is  required 
that  the  tracts  shall  be  contiguous  to  each  other,  so  as  to  form  one  body 
of  land,  although  not  in  strictly  square  form,  and  in  such  c-ases  the 
ruling  to  that  effect  should  be  applied  as  given  on  page  45  of  circular 
of  January  1, 1889. 

No  person  who  shall  at  the  time  be  seized  in  fee  simple  of  a  hundred 
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-and  sixty  actes  of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory,  will  be  entitled  to 
enter  land  in  said  Territory. 

The  statute  provides  that  sections  2304  and  2305  of  the  JKevised 
Statutes  (see  pages  24,  25  and  26  of  said  circular  of  January  1, 1889), 
shall,  except  as  to  the  modifications  contained  in  the  act,  apply  to  all 
homestead  settlenaents  in  the  Territory^  but  makes  no  mention  of  sections 
2306  and  2307  thereof,  under  which  soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and 
orphan  children,  are  permitted,  with  regard  to  the  public  lands  gener- 
ally, to  make  additional  entries  in  certain  cases,  free  from  the  require- 
ment of  actual  settlement  on  the  entered  tract.  (See  pages  26  and  27 
of  said  circular).  It  is,  therefore,  held  that  soldiers'  or  sailors'  addi- 
tional entries  cannot  be  made  on  these  lands  under  said  sections  2306 
and  2307,  unless  the  party  claiming  will,  in  addition  to  the  proof  re- 
qaired  on  pages  26  and  27  of  said  circular,  make  affidavit  that  the 
entry  is  made  for  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  according  to  section 
2291,  as  modified  by  sections  2304  and  2305  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
and  the  prescribed  proof  of  compliance  therewith  will  be  required  to  be 
produced,  and  the  additional  payment  in  cases  where  the  same  is  pre- 
scribed by  this  act  will  be  required  to  be  made  before  the  issue  of  the 
final  certificate. 

The  statute  reserves  public  highways  tour  rods  wide  <^  between  each 
section  "  of  land  in  the  Territory,  but  provides  that  no  deduction  shall 
be  made,  where  cash  payments  are  provided  for,  in  the  purchase  money 
on  account  of  such  reservation. 

Settlement  in  the  interest  of  another  or  others,  is  prohibited  and  a 
penalty  pn»vided  tor  the  violation  of  said  provisions. 

In  allowing  townsite  entries  you  will  be  guided  by  the  circulars  of  in- 
structions issued  by  the  Department  under  dates  of  June  18, 1890  (10 
L.  D.,  366),  and  July  18,  1890,  11  L.  D.,  68,  so  far  as  applicable,  and 
such  further  instruotions  as  may  be  hereafter  issued. 

SPECIAL  PROVISIONS. 

The  special  provisions  which  are  applicable  to  certain  of  the  lands 
but  not  to  all  are  as  follows : 

It  is  provided  in  the  statute  that  section  2301  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
shall  not  apply  to  any  of  the  lands  mentioned  in  sections  18  and  21  of 
said  act.  (See  pages  19  and  88  of  said  circular  of  January  1,  1889.) 
Therefore,  entries  made  thereon  will  not  be  subject  to  commutation 
under  that  section. 

PUBLIC  LAND   STEIP. 

Actual  settlers  at  the  date  of  the  act,  upon  the  lands  known  as  the 
^*  Public  Land  Strip  "  will  be  allowed  the  preference  right  to  enter  the 
lands  upon  which  they  have  settled  under  the  homestead  laws,  but  they 
are  not  permitted  to  receive  credit  for  more  than  two  years  residence 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  act. 
2497— VOL  11 6 
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LANDS  ACQUIRED  FROM  MUSCqOEE  AND  SEMINOLE  INDIANS. 

The  lands  acquired  by  the  cession  of  the  Mascogee  (or  Greek)  Nation? 
of  Indians,  and  from  the  Seminole  Nation  of  Indians  by  release  and  con- 
veyance, are  made  subject  to  entry  ander  the  provision  of  sections  12, 
13  and  14,  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  1004)  (See  circular  of 
April  1, 1889,  8  L.  D.,  336),  and  section  2  of  the  act  of  March  1,  1889> 
(25  Stat.,  759),  which  reads  as  follows : 

That  the  lands  acqaired  by  the  United  States  nnder  said  agreement  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  public  domain,  bat  they  shall  only  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  laws- 
regulating  homestead  entries,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  one- 
qualified  claimant.    And  the  proyisions  of  section  twenty-three  hundred  and  one  or 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  shall  not  apply  to  any  lands  acquired  under 
said  agreement.    Any  person  who  may  enter  upon  any  part  of  said  lands  in  said 
agreement  mentioned  prior  to  the  time  that  the  same  are  opened  to  settlement  by  act 
of  Congress,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  occupy  or  to  make  entry  of  such  lands  or  lay. 
any  claim  thereto. 

Said  lands  are  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Greek  country,  thence  fol- 
lowing the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Territory  to  the  Canadian  river, 
thence  following  the  Canadian  river  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Territory,  thence  north  along  said  western  boundary  to  the  south  line 
of  whatis  known  as  the  Cherokee  lands  lying  west  of  the  Arkansas  Biver« 
or  as  the  ^'  Cherokee  Outlet,"  thence  east  along  said  line  extended  to- 
the  place  of  beginning. 

Each  settler  upon  said  lands  will  be  required,  when  he  tenders  his* 
final  proof,  to  make  payment,  in  addition  to  the  fee  and  commissions- 
ordinarily  required  in  homestead  entries,  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  the  land  so  taken  by  him. 

In  addition  to  the  instructions  hereinbefore  given  as  being  applicable 
to  all  of  the  lands  within  said  Territory,  you  will  be  guided  by  the  in- 
structions contained  in  the  circular  of  this  office  dated  April  1,  1889* 
(8  L.  D.,  336),  in  allowing  entries  for  these  lands,  but  in  the  affidavit 
required  by  the  second  paragraph  of  the  third  section  of  said  circular, 
yon  will  require  to  be  inserted,  the  date  upon  which  the  lands  enteredi 
are  open  to  settlement,  in  lieu  of  the  date- there  given. 

OTHER  LANDS  NOW  OCCUPIED  BY  ANY  INDIAN  TRIBE. 

Entr>^  for  other  lands  within  said  Territory,  now  occupied  by  any 
Indian  tribe,  which  shall,  by  operation  of  law  or  proclamation  of  the- 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  opened  to  settlement,  will  be  allowed 
under  the  homestead  laws,  excepting  section  2301  thereof,  but  each 
settler  will  be  required,  when  he  tenders  his  final  proof,  to  make  pay- 
ment, in  addition  to  the  fee  and  commissions  ordinarily  required  to  be 
paid  in  homestead^entries,  of  a  sum  per  acre  equal  to  the  amount  per  acre- 
which  is  paid  for  the  relinquishment  of  the  Indian  title,  but  in  no  case- 
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8ha]l  such  payment  be  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre. 

In  allowing  entries  for  such  lands,  yon  will  be  gnided  by  the  instruc- 
tions hereinbefore  given  as  applicable  to  all  lands  within  said  Territory. 

LANDS  DESCRIBED  IN  PRESIDENT'S  PROCLAMATION  OF  MARCH  23,  1889. 

Section  21  of  said  act  allows  parties  who  have  settled  npon  the  lands 
described  in  the  President's  proclamation  of  March  23, 1889,  to  obtain 
patent  therefor,  twelve  months  from  date  of  locating  upon  said  home- 
stead, by  showing  a  compliance  with  all  the  laws  relating  to  such 
homestead  settlement  and  paying  for  the  lands  so  entered  at  the  rate 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre«  Applicants  to  purchase 
under  this  provision  will  be  required  to  furnish  evidence  of  naturaliza- 
tion, the  same  as  in  five  year  proof. 

Applications  to  purchase,  under  this  section,  will  be  made  upon  form 
4-001.  Such  applications  the  register  will  retain  in  his  office.  See 
section  2355,  Bevised  Statutes. 

A  cash  certificate  and  receipt— forms  4-189  and  4-131,  respectively — 
will  be  issued,  if  the  proof  is  satisfactory,  and  the  same  will  be  reported 
upon  the  regular  abstract  of  lands  sold.  The  proof  and  final  affidavit, 
in  sach  cases*  will  be  made  upon  the  regular  homestead  blanks,  modi- 
fied as  the  circumstances  required. 

GREER  COUNTY. 

The  statute  provides  for  the  final  adjudication  of  the  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  Sti^tes  and  the  Stat«  of  Texas,  regarding  the  owner- 
ship of  what  is  known  as  Greer  county.  Appropriate  instructions  will 
be  issued  in  the  event  that  said  lands  are  decided  to  belong  to  the 
United  States. 

CASH  PAYMENTS. 

In  entries  for  lands,  where  a  cash  payment  is  required  to  be  made,  in 
addition  to  the  fee  and  commissions  ordinarily  required  in  homestead 
entries,  said  amount  should  not  be  collected  when  the  original  entry  is 
made,  but  is  required  to  be  paid  when  final  proof  is  tendered. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Gboff, 

Commissumer, 

Approved, 
John  W.  Noble, 

Seeretary. 
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PRACTICE— APPEAL— INTERLOCUTORY  ORDER. 

Bowman  r.  Snipes. 

An  appeal  will  not  lie  from  an  interlocutory  order  of  the  local  office. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  22,  1890. 

October  17,  1882,  Jesse  L.  Snipes  made  timber-culture  entry  No.  63, 
for  the  NW.  Jof  Sec.  22,  ^.  121  K,  B.  78  W.,  Aberdeen,  Dakota.  Sep- 
tember 27, 1887,  Fred  J.  Bowman  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest,  charging 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law  during  the  third  and  fourth  years  after 
entry. 

Notice  was  issued,  and  the  hearing  set  for  December  27, 1887.  Oc- 
tober 26th  previous  to  the  day  set  for  trial  contestant  filed  additional 
affidavit,  alleging  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  during  the  fifth  year 
after  entry,  and  the  26th  of  December  w^  set  for  the  hearing  of  this 
last  affidavit. 

November  14, 1887,  contestant  filed  an  affidavit,  setting  forth  the  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  bringing  witnesses  to  Aberdeen,  and  there- 
upon the  register  directed  depositions  to  be  taken  before  J.  M.  Paul,  a 
notary  public,  at  Bowdle^  Dakota.  The  taking  of  these  depositions  was 
continued  several  times  by  consent  and  stipulation  of  counsel,  and  on 
May  15, 1888,  the  day  last  set  for  taking  the  depositions,  defendant, 
Snipes,  did  not  appear  before  the  notary,  but  instead  filed  an  affidavit 
before  the  register  and  receiver,  stating  that ''  on  the  13th  he  had  been^ 
informed  that  contestant  would  not  prosecute  the  case  further,  and  so 
he  had  advised  his  witnesses  that  they  need  not  go  to  Bowdle."  He 
further  stated  in  said  affidavit  that  most  of  his  witnesses  were  in  Aber- 
deen, and  that  it  would  be  expensive  for  him  to  go  to  Bowdle,  and  he 
asked  that  the  case  might  be  continued  until  May  22, 1888,  and  heard 
at  the  land  office  in  Aberdeen.  This  was  granted  by  the  register,  and 
a  telegram  sent  to  Paul,  the  notary,  informing  him  of  this  action. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  register,  in  his  letter  forwarding  the 
record,  for  this  order,  are  that  <'  this  case  had  already  occasioned  a  great 
deal  of  unnecessary  trouble  and  annoyance  to  the  local  office,  and  the 
further  fact  that  cases  sent  away  from  the  local  office  are  invariably  re- 
turned in  bad  shape,  unwarranted  orders  made  and  entered  of  record, 
and  the  testimony  taken  in  such  manner  as  to  be  unintelligible." 

From  this  order  of  the  register.  Bowman  appealed,  and  your  office 
sustained  his  appeal  and  directed  the  hearing  of  testimony  before  the 
notary  at  Bowdle. 

From  this  decision  Snipes  appeals  to  this  Department. 

Rule  43  of  Practice  provides : — '* Appeals  from  the  final  action  or  de- 
cisions of  registers  and  receivers  lie  in  every  case  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Genepil  Land  Office,"  which  would  seem  to  imply  that  it  is  only 
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in  cases  of  final  action  or  decision  of  those  officers  that  appeals  will  lie. 
And  it  stands  to  reason  that  sach  should  be  the  case  to  avoid  the  petty 
annoyances,  of  cambering  the  record,  clogging  the  progress  of  the 
trial,  and  delaying  the  expeditious  disposition  of  the  case  by  the  party 
aggrieved  appealing  from  every  adverse  ruling.  No  appeal  will  lie 
from  an  interlocutory  order  of  the  local  office.  Horn  v,  Burnett,  9  L.  D., 
252.  The  rule  is  the  same  in  relation  to  appeals  from  interlocutary  de- 
cisions of  the  General  Land  Office.    Jones  v.  Campbell,  7  L.  D.,  404. 

The  contest  will  proceed  according  to  the  direction  of  the  register, 
and  if  the  decision  should  be  adverse  to  the  contestant,  on  appeal  to 
the  General  Land  Office  from  the  final  judgment  of  the  local  officers,  all 
matters  in  controversy  including  the  order  now  complained  of,  will  be 
reviewed  by  your  office,  and  if  it  is  found  that  any  material  rights  oi 
contestant  have  been  denied  him  thereby,  he  will  be  granted  all  proper 
relief  on  his  appeal. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— ACT  OF  APRTL  91,  1876. 

Knapp  V.  Northern  Paoipio  R.  R.  Oo. 

An  entry  made  in  good  faith  by  an  aotnal  settler  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant 
prior  to  the  time  when  notice  of  withdrawal  is  received  at  the  local  office,  and 
nnder  which  dne  compliance  with  law  is  shown,  is  con6rmed  by  section  1,  of  the 
act  of  April  21,  1876,  and  the  cancellation  of  snch  entry,  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  act  will  not  defeat  the  confirmatory  operation  thereof. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  23, 

1890.     • 

On  Aa^QSt  27, 1870,  Cornelius  Knapp  made  homestead  entry  of  the 
S  i  NB  J  and  NB  i  SB  i,  Sec.  17,  T.  9  N.  R.  2  W,  Vancouver,  Wash- 
ington, which  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  B.  R.  Co.,  as  shown  by  map  of  general  route  filed  August  13, 
1870,  and  of  map  of  definite  location  filed  September  13, 1873. 

The  notice  of  withdrawal  was  received  at  the  local  of&ce  October  19, 
1870. 

The  right  of  the  road  having  attached  prior  to  the  allowance  of 
Knapp's  entry,  he  was  on  July  12, 1873  notified  that  it  would  be  can- 
celed if  it  was  found,  upon  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  to  fall  within 
the  limits  of  the  grant. 

After  the  definite  location  of  the  road  the  act  of  June  22, 1874,  was 
passed  (18  Stat.  194)  providing  that  where  lands,  granted  to  any  rail- 
road company,  be  found  in  the  possession  of  actual  settlers  whose  filing 
or  entry  had  been  allowed  subsequent  to  the  time  when  by  the  decision 
of  the  land  department  the  right  of  the  company  was  declared  to  be- 
come attached,  the  company  shall  upon  filing  proper  relinquishment  of 
its  claim,  be  allowed  to  select  other  land  in  lieu  thereof* 
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Kuapp  was  advised  of  the  provisionsof  said  act  and  was  allowed  thirty 
•days,  within  which  to  nhow  his  connection  with  the  land,  and  to  make 
the  necessary  amplication  to  the  company.  Failing  to  comply  with  said 
•conditions  his  entry  was  canceled  Augast  30, 1875,  and  on  December  3, 
1884,  the  company  listed  the  land  but  it  has  not  been  certified. 

On  December  20, 1888,  Knapp  tiled  an  application  for  the  re-instate- 
ment  of  his  entry,  supported  by  affidavits  showing  that  he  began  to 
improve  the  tract  about  the  month  of  September  1870,  built  a  comfort- 
able dwelling  house  twenty-four  by  twenty-eight  feet,  and  on  or  about 
the  first  day  of  February  1871  occupied  said  dwelling  with  his  family 
^*  and  that  he  has  ever  since  resided  thereon  with  his  family,  and  made 
the  same  his  exclusive  and  continuous  home  and  now  resides  thereon." 
The  affidavits  also  show  that  he  continued  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
tract  from  the  date  of  his  settlement  in  1870  to  the  time  of  the  filing  of 
«aid  application,  to  wit :  December  18, 1888. 

Your  office  held  that  a  homestead  claim  existing  prior  to  the  receipt 
of  notice  of  withdrawal  at  the  local  office  is  confirmed  by  the  act  of 
April  21, 1876  (19  Stat.  35).  The  entry  of  Knapp  was  therefore  re- 
instated and  the  selection  by  the  company  held  for  cancellation.  From 
this  decision  the  company  appealed  alleging  the  following  grounds  of 
€rror: 

I.  Error  to  rale  that  the  homestead  elaiin  of  Knapp  is  ooDfirmed  nnder  the  act  of 
21,  April  1876. 

II.  Error  not  to  have  ruled  that  Knapp  having  failed  to  avail  himself  of  the  priv- 
ilege accorded  him  by  letter  of  March  29,  1873,  and  by  permitting  his  entry  to  be 
canceled  his  case  is  *  res  adjudicata '  and  cannot  be  re-opened. 

.   The  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1 876  provides 

That  all  pre-emption  and  homestead  entries,  or  entries  in  compliance  with  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  public  lands,  made  in  good  faith,  by  actual  s^  ttlen, 
upon  tracts  of  land  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  within  the 
limits  of  any  land-grant,  prior  to  the  time  when  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  lands 
embraced  in  such  grant  was  received  at  the  local  land-office  of  the  district  in  which 
«nch  lands  are  situated,  or  after  their  restoration  to  market  by  order  of  the  General 
Land  Qffice,  and  where  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws  have  been  complied  with, 
and  proper  proofs  thereof  have  been  made  by  the  parties  holding  such  tracts  or  par- 
cels, they  shall  be  confirmed,  and  patents  for  the  same  shall  issue  to  the  parties  en- 
titled thereto. 

It  is  evident  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  this  act  to  confirm  all  entries 
of  lands  within  the  limits  of  an}*  land  grant,  made  in  good  faith  by 
actual  settlers,  prior  to  the  time  when  notice  of  withdrawal  was  received 
at  the  local  land  office,  where  the  homestead  or  preemption  laws  have 
been  complied  with,  and  such  entries  serve  to  except  such  tracts  from 
the  operation  of  withdrawal — so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  origiual  entry- 
man  are  effected  thereby — as  if  the  settlement  or  entry  had  been  made 
prior  to  the  date  of  withdrawal.  If  excepted  from  withdrawal  for  the 
benefit  of  such  entrymen,  they  were  also  excepted  from  the  grant  upon 
definite  location,  provided  the  entryman  continued  to  comply  with  the 
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pre-emption  or  homestea<i  laws  as  to  residence,  coltivation  and  im- 
provement. Therefore  the  material  qaestion  in  this  case  is  whether  the 
•cancellation  of  the  entry  of  Knapp  for  the  reason  that  he  had  failed  to 
aecnre  the  relinqnishment  of  the  company  ander  the  act  of  June  22, 
1874,  is  re8  adjudicata  and  takes  the  case  oat  of  the  operation  of  the  act 
of  April  21,  1876. 

While  the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  is  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  "  the  relief  contemplated  by  the  act  can  only 
be  obtained  by  the  will  and  action  of  the  company.  It  confers  upon 
•the  railroad  company  the  right  to  relinquish  their  title  to  such  lands  as 
were  occupied  by  settlers  at  the  date  the  rights  of  the  company  at- 
tached, and  to  select  others  in  lieu  thereof.  The  settler  has  no  right 
cinder  the  act  that  he  could  enforce  against  the  company,  but  if  the 
company  failed  or  refused  to  relinquish,  the  entry  would  be  subject  to 
canceUation  whether  the  settler  took  action  or  not,  and  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  entry  in  this  case  upon  the  failure  to  act  did  not  change  the 
status  of  the  entry  so  far  as  it  affected  the  rights  of  the  parties. 

Subsequently  the  act  of  1876  was  passed  for  the  relief  of  such  settlers 
which  confirmed  these  entries,  and  so  far  as  it  affected  the  rights  of  the 
original  entryman  who  had  complied  with  the  pre-emption  or  homestead 
laws,  such  entries  were  as  effective  to  except  the  tract  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grant  for  all  time — as  if  the  entry  had  been  made — prior  to 
the  date  of  withdrawal. 

A  similar  question  was  involved  in  the  case  of  Southern  Minnesota  B. 
K.  Go.  V.  Bottomly  (4  L.  D.  208).  In  that  case  the  land  office  in  a  contest 
between  the  company  and  the  entryman  held  the  entry  for  cancellation, 
which  was  affirmed  by  the  Department  October  23, 1874,  On  appeal  by 
Bottomly.  Execution  of  this  decision  was  however  suspended  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  company  would  relinquish  under  the  act  of  June  22, 
1874.  The  company  on  November  3, 1874  refused  to  relinquish,  and  no 
other  action  was  taken  in  the  matter  until  June  5, 1877,  when  Bottomly 
inquired  about  the  tract  and  was  informed  that  he  would  be  allowed 
thirty  days  to  obtaiiu.  the  relinquishment  of  the  company.  No  relin- 
puishment  was  obtained,  but — the  cancellation  of  his  entry  not  having 
been  entered  in  the  local  office — ^he  was  permitted  to  make  proof  and 
receive  final  certificate.  Subsequently  he  applied  for  patent  and  it  was 
upon  this  applicaiion  that  the  decision  of  your  office  was  made  from 
which  the  appeal  was  taken  when  it  last  came  before  the  Department* 

It  was  contended  by  the  company  that  the  Department  had  by  its  de- 
oision  of  October  23, 1874,  declared  that  it  was  not  a  competent  entry 
to  defeat  the  grant,  and  that  question  was  res  adjudicata.  But  upon 
this  question  the  Secretary  said : 

Bnt  for  one  thing  the  rale  inyoked  would  be  applicable  and  operative,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  1874  would  stand.  That  one  thing  was  the  passage  of  the  remedial  act  ot 
1876  (cited  supra)  pending  the  execution  of  the  judgment.  That  act  took  hold  of  and 
became  operative  upon  all  cases  within  its  purview,  which  at  the  date  of  its  passage 
liad  not  been  finally  and  fully  disposed  of. 
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It  is  trae  tliatiu  the  case  cited  it  is  said  that  although  the  '^jadgmeut 
had  been  rendered,  it  was,  and  still  is  anexecuted,"  and  that  <^  the  entry 
is  still  of  record."  Bat  I  cannot  see  that  this  would  in  anywise  affect 
the  question.  In  both  cases  the  judgment  of  cancellation  had  been 
rendered,  but  in  neither  case  was  the  land  certified  to  the  company  and 
the  failure  to  make  the  entry  of  cancellation  on  the  records  of  the  local 
office  did  not  diminish  the  right  of  the  road  in  the  one  case,  nor  did  the 
entity  of  it  affect  the  right  of  the  settlement  in  the  other.  Nor  does  the 
fact  that  Bottomly  had  made  final  proof  and  received  final  certificate 
affect  the  question.  The  governing  principle  that  controls  in  both  cases 
is  that  as  to  such  settlers  who  had  complied  with  the  pre-emption  or  home- 
stead laws  as  to  residence  and  cultivation  the  tract  was  excepted  from< 
the  operation  of  the  grant  as  effectually  as  if  the  entry  had  been  made 
prior  to  and  was  existing  at  date  of  withdrawal,  and  no  action  of  the 
land  office  short  of  certification  to  the  company,  would  be  such  an  exe- 
cution of  the  judgment  of  the  Department  as  to  withdraw  the  entrj^ 
from  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1876. 

So  long  as  the  Department  has  jurisdiction  of  the  land  it  has  the 
right  to  re-instate  the  entry  and  to  allow  the  settler  to  make  compliance 
with  the  land  laws.  - 

Your  decision  is  afbrmed. 


homb8ti;ai>-«oldier8'  declaratort  statement. 

Levi  Wood. 

A  soldier's  homestead  declaratory  statement  cannot  be  filed  for  ansurveyed  land. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July 

2H,  1890. 

On  July  30, 1888,  Levi  Wood  applied  to  file  a  soldier's  declaratory 
statement  for  a  tract  of  unsurveyed  land  in  the  Buffalo,  Wyoming  land 
district.  His  application  was  rejected  at  the  local  office  by  reason  of 
confiict  with  the  Fort  McEinney  military  reservation. 

On  appeal  by  Wood  your  office,  on  March  30,  1889,  without  consider- 
ing  the  question  of  such  conflict,  affirmed  the  action  below  for  the  reason 
that  the  land  was  unsurveyed,  and  on  May  24th  foUowiug  your  office- 
denied  a  motion  filed  by  Wood  for  a  review  of  its  said  former  decision.. 
Wood  appeals. 

It  appears  that  the  ti*act  involved  lies  between  the  east  boundary  of 
the  said  military  reservation  and  the  sectional  survey,  showing  the  west 
lines  of  section  2ii  and  35,  T.  51  K,  B.  82  W. ;  that  said  tract  at  Mie  tim& 
^^  of  original  survey  was  supposed  to  be  within  the  limits  of  said  reser- 
vation and  so  i;narked  on  the  official  plats,''  and  that  from  a  recent  sur-^ 
vey  it  was  found  to  be  excluded  therefrom. 

By  section  2309  Bevised  Statutes  the  duly  qualified  soldier  is  pec- 
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mitted  to  file  before  settlement  <^  a  declaratory  statement  as  in  pre- 
emption cases,"  and  required  within  six  months  thereafter  to  begin  his 
settlement  and  improvement. 

An  entry  under  the  pre-emption  law  must  be  made  ^^  by  legal  sub- 
divisions." (Section  2259,  B.  S.)  The  declaratory  statement  mpon 
which  said  entry  is  based  must  describe  in  like  manner  the  land  so  en- 
tered. This  is  conclusively  shown  by  section  2266  B.  S.,  whereby  the 
pre-emption  settler  on  unsurveyed  land  is  required  to  file  such  state- 
ment within  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  township  plat  at  the 
local  office. 

The  soldiers  declaratory  statement  under  section  2309,  supra  being 
the  same  ^'  as  in  pre-emption  cases  "  must  therefore  describe  in  accord- 
ance with  the  public  surveys  the  land  which  he  purposes  to  enter  under 
section  2304  B.  S.,  whereby  his  entry  is  also  required  to  be  made  ''  ac- 
cording to  legal  subdivisions." 

The  appellant  has  made  no  settlement  on  the  land  and  (as  I  am  ad- 
vised by  yonr  office),  although  a  contract  for  the  survey  of  the  strip* 
between  the  said  reservation  and  the  public  surveys  has  been  awarded,. 
th6  land  involved  is  still  unsurveyed. 

The  application  in  question  must  therefore  be  denied. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


RAIIiBOAD  OBANT— SETTIiBMENT— J 

Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  v.  Booth  et  al. 

The  Bettlement  and  residence  of  an  alien  npon  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad 
grant  does  not  except  the  lands  oovered  thereby  from  the  opert^tion  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July 

24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  company  v. 
Henry  Booth  and  James  P.  Bobson,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the 
former  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  April  5, 1886,  rejecting  itd> 
claim  to  the  £.  i  of  SE.  i  of  Sec.  33,  T.  7  N.,  B.  2  W.,  Salt  Lake  City  land 
office  Utah  Territory,  and  allowing  said  Bobson  to  make  homestead 
entry  of  said  tracts. 

The  record  shows  that  said  tracts  are  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to 
said  company  by  acts  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1862,  and  July  2y 
1864  (12  Stat.,  489,  and  13  Stat.,  356),  the  right  of  which  is  held  to  have 
attached  to  the  granted  lands  on  October  20, 1868  (5  L.  D.,  661). 

On  March  15, 1869,  and  October  5, 1877,  the  township  plat  of  survey 
was  filed  in  the  local  land  office.  On  May  14, 1869,  one  Henry  Booth  filed 
his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement,  No.  425,  for  said  tract  alleging 
settlement  thereon  April  15, 1858.  On  May  14, 1869,  Booth  also  filed. 
his  declaration  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
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The  cotnpaDy,  on  December  26, 1884,  made  applicatiou  to  have  said 
land  patented  under  said  grant,  and  said  Booth  was  duly  notified  to  ap- 
pear and  show  cause  why  said  application  should  not  be  allowed. 

On  February  18, 1885,  said  Bobson  made  application  to  enter  said  tract 
nnder  the  homestead  law,  and  the  same  was  rejected  by  the  local  office- 

The  hearing  was  duly  had  on  February  19,  1885,  both  parties  being 
present.  Upon  the  evidence  submitt^ed  the  local  land  officers  awarded 
said  land  to  the  company,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  date  when  the  right 
of  said  company  attached  to  its  granted  lands,  said  Booth  was  an  alien 
and  he  could  acquire  no  right  under  the  settlement  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

On  appeal,  yonr  office  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  land  officers, 
holding  that  the  settlement  and  residence  of  said  Booth  at  the  date  when 
the  right  of  the  company  attached  served  to  except  the  land  covered 
thereby  from  said  grant ;  that  the  claim  of  the  company  must  be  re- 
jected, and  Robsou  allowed  to  enter  said  land. 

» 

The  evidence  submitted  shows,  that  Booth  was  residing  on  said  land, 
with  his  family,  on  October  20, 1868,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  1870,  when  he  sold  his  improvements,  consisting  of  a  dwelling 
Chouse  and  other  improvements,  all  valued  at  $700  or  $800.  It  also 
appears  that  Bobson  is  the  present  occupant  of  the  land  and  has  re- 
sided thereon  since  the  spring  of  1874,  and  that  his  improvements  are 
worth  from  $1000  to  $1500. 

The  sole  question  presented  in  the  record  is,  will  the  settlement  and 
residence  of  an  alien  upon  lands  within  the  limits  of  said  grant  at  the 
^ate  of  the  definite  location  of  its  road  except  the  same  from  the  grant  t 
This  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

Section  three  of  said  act  of  July  1,  1862,  grants  to  said  company 
('  every  alternate  section  of  public  land  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to 
the  amount  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road, 
not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  may  not  have  attached  at 
the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed." 

Section  four  of  said  act  of  July  2,  1864,  enlarged  the  grant,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  ^^  five  "  in  section  three  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1862,  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  ^^  ten,"  and  provided  (inter  alia),  that 
^<  any  lands  granted  by  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, shall  not  defeat  or  impair  any  pre-emption,  homestead,  swamp 
land,  or  other  lawful  claim." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  enlarging  act  expressly  provides  that 
the  claims  which  shall  not  be  impaired  are,  '<  pre-emption,  homestead, 
swamp  land  or  other  lawful  claim."  The  occupancy  of  land  by  an  alien 
•can  not  be  considered  a  ^^  lawful  claim,"  for  he  knows  that  an  alien  can 
not  acquire  title  to  land  from  the  United  States  under  the  settlement 
laws. 

It  was  expressly  ruled  by  this  Department,  in  the  case  of  Southern 
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Pacific  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Saunders  (6  L.  D.,  98),  that  an  alien  can  acquire  no 
Tight  to  public  land  before  filing  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen.  See  also  Titamore  v»  Southern  Pacific  B.  B.  (10  LD,  463). 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  decision  of  your  office  was  erroneous, 
and  the  same  is  therefore  reversed. 


BAILBOAD  GRANT— FINAL  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Florida  By.  and  Navigation  Co.  v.  Dodd. 

The  fail  are  of  a  railroad  company  to  appear  in  re8|)on8e  to  a  published  notice  of  in- 
tention to  submit  final  proof  precludes  its  denial  of  the  correctness  of  the  case  as 
made  by  the  record,  but  forfeits  no  right  to  which  it  is  entitled  under  the  law 
as  shown  by  the  record. 

;No  rightA  can  be  acquired  by  entry  or  settlemeut  upon  lands  that  were  free  at  date  of 
definite  location,  and  pa8sed  thereby  under  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Cominissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July 

24,  1890. 

I  have  before  me  the  appeal  of  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navigation 
Oompany  from  your  office  decision  of  May  7, 1887,  holding  for  confir- 
mation William  C.  Dodd's  pre-emption  cash  entry,  made  October  28, 
1884,  for  the  NE.  i  NE.  J  Sec.  23 ;  S.  i  SW.  i  Sec.  13,  and  SB.  J  SE.  |, 
Sec.  14,  T.  18  S.,  B.  22  E.,  Gainesville  district,  Florida. 

The  tracts  in  the  odd-numbered  sections  are  within  the  six  mile  pri- 
mary limits  of  the  grant  claimed  by  the  Florida  Railway  and  Navigation 
Company  (successors  to  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit 
Company),  between  Waldo  and  Tampa. 

The  records  show  that  one  Daniel  F.  Perry  made  homestead  entry 
for  the  land  in  question  May  24, 1877,  which  was  canceled  June  30,  1880, 
also,  that  William  O.  Dodd  (the  appellant  here)  filed  declaratory  state- 
ment on  said  land,  November  24,  alleging  settlement  November  19, 
1883.  No  other  entry  or  filing  appears  to  have  been  made  therefor, 
except  the  entry  now  under  consideration. 

No  appearance  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  railroad  company  to  con- 
test the  claim  of  Dodd,  io  response  to  the  published  and  posted  notice 
of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof.  Your  office  held  that  ^'  by  such 
failure  to  appear,  said  company  waived  whatever  claim  it  might  other- 
wise have  asserted  in  the  premises,  and  is  barred  from  objecting  to 
subsequent  action  on  the  entry  in  this  (your)  office." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  by  its  ^^  failure  to  appear,"  when  it  had  its 
^*  day  in  court,"  the  company,  like  any  other  defaulting  party,  is  barred 
both  from  denying  the  correctness  of  the  case  made  by  the  record,  and 
from  objecting  to  the  consequences  which  the  law  attaches  to  that  case. 
But,  except  in  this  sense,  and  to  this  extent,  such  a  default  waives  no 
''^  claim  "  at  all,  and  the  absent  party  forfeits  no  right  which  even  the 
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case  made  in  its  absence  by  its  adversary  shows  that  it  has  in  law.    3e& 
case  of  Randolph  v.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (9  L.  D.,  416)* 

The  case  made  by  the  record  here,  admitting  the  literal  cotrectnesa 
of  every  allegation  made  by  Dodd  and  his  witnesses,  shows  the  legal- 
title  to  the  ^land  in  dispute  to  be  in  the  company.  It  is  the  ruling  of 
this  Department  (5  L.  D.,  107),  that  the  definite  location  of  this  portion 
of  the  comf)any's  road  occurred  in  December,  1860,  and  according  to- 
'  the  record  the  land  in  dispute  was  at  that  time  vacant  public  land. 
Neither  Perry's  homestead  entry,  of  May,  1877,  nor  Dodd's  pre-emption 
settlement,  of  November,  1883,  could  in  any  way  effect  the  company's^ 
right,  which  had  thus  become  vested  some  twenty  years  before.  The 
facts  proved  by  Dodd  go  simply  to  his  own  residence  and  improvement 
long  after  the  tract  had  ceased  to  be  public  land ;  their  being  in  proof^ 
accordingly,  in  no  way  justifies  the  awarding  of  the  company's  land  to> 
Dodd. 

Said  decision  is  Viccordingly  reversed. 


RAILROAD  ORAXT— WITHDRAVTAL  ON  GENERAL  ROUTE. 

McAbthur  V.  Northern  Paoifio  E.  \L  Go. 

Land  included  within  the  limits  of  withdrawal  on  ji:eneral  route  is  held  in  reserva- 
tion until  definite  location  of  the  road,  and  the  status  of  such  land,  under  said 
withdrawal,  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  said  land  also  fell  within  the  limits  of 
a  subsequent  order  which  purported  to  withdraw  it  for  indemnity  purposes^ 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July 

24, 1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  J.  Amos  McArthnr  from  ybnr  office  decision  of 
January  13, 1888,  affirming  the  local  office  and  rejecting  his  application 
of  November  26, 1887,  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  N.  J  NW.  J 
and  SE.  i  NW.  i  and  NW.  J  of  NB.  i  Sec.  13,  T.  6  N.,  R.  3  E.,  Van- 
couver, Washington  Territory. 

On  August  13, 1870,  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  filed  in 
your  office  a  map  showing  the  general  route  of  its  road  from  a  point  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Walla  Walla  river,  in  said  Territory,  along  the  course 
of  the  Columbia,  to  about  the  first  range  line  west  of  the  Willamette 
principal  meridian,  and  thence  notth  to  the  point  where  the  interna- 
tional boundary  first  touches  the  tide  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Upon  the  filing  of  this  map,  the  laud  within  the  limits  of  the  grant 
to  said  company  upon  each  side  of  the  route,  as  so  indicated,  was  with- 
drawn from  settlement  by  operation  of  law.  Buttz  v.  Northern  Pacific 
B.  iR.  Co.,  119  U.  S.,  55. 

By  joint  resolution  of  May  31,  1870,  (16  Stat.  378)  the  designations- 
of  certain  lines  of  the  company's  road  were  changed :  that  which  by 
the  granting  act  was  known  as  the  branch  line  (via  the  valley  of  the 
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Colnmbia  river  to  a  point  at  or  near  Portland"  in  the  State  of  Oregon) 
was  changed  to  '*  main  road  ^  or  "  main  line '',  and  that  which  had  been 
•designated  as  main  line  (across  the  Cascade  mountains  to  Paget  Sound) 
wgs  changed  to  branch  line.  By  the  same  resolation  there  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  company  a  grant  of  lands  for  the  line  of  its  road  from 
Portland  to  Puget  Sound.  Northern  Pacific  R.  E.  Co.,  v.  McRae  (6  L. 
D.  400). 

The  land  involved  is  within  the  limits  of  the  said  statutory  with- 
<lrawal  on  the  map  showing  that  part  of  the  general  route  of  the  North- 
-eru  Pacific  Railroad  between  Aiusworth  and  Portland,  filed  August  13, 
1870.  It  also  fell  outside  of  the  granted  and  within  the  indemnity 
limits  of  the  grant  as  designated  by  the  map  showing  the  definite  lo- 
•cation  of  the  company's  road  between  Portland  and  Kalama,  filed 
September  22,  1882. 

The  appellant  insists  that  said  withdrawal  of  August  13, 1870,  was 
by  virtue  of  the  said  joint  resolution  of  May  31, 1870,  and  not  by  the 
original  grant  of  July  2,  1864;  that  the  limits  of  the  grant  by  said  reso- 
lution having  been  definitely  fixed,  the  land  not  having  been  selected 
as  indemnity  by  the  company,  and  the  order  which  purported  to  with- 
draw it  for  indemnity  purposes  having  been  revoked  by  the  Depart- 
ment, on  August  15, 1887  (6  L.  D.  133),  it  was  subject  to  the  appellant's 
application. 

I  cannot  agree  with  this  contention.  The  land  being  within  the  limits 
of  the  withdrawal  on  the  general  route  of  the  road  between  Ainsworth 
and  Portland,  the  said  withdrawal  is  in  full  force  and  effect,  until  the 
road  is  definitely  located,  and  its  grant  thereby  defined  between  the 
points  named  and  opposite  the  tract  involved.  This  has  not  been  done. 
The  land  was,  therefore,  atthQ.date  of  appellant's  application  to  enter 
subject  to  such  withdrawal. 

The  fact  that  the  land  had  been  within  the  limits  of  the  ordei"  which 
purported  to  withdraw  it  for  indemnity  purposes,  could  not  affect  its 
prior  withdrawal  by  operation  of  law. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


SimVi:T>-8P£CIAL  AGENT'S  REPOBT. 
EDWABD  6.  McOliELLAl?  ET  AL. 

fl 

A  Barvey  should  not  be  approved  if  the  corDero  are  not  marked  as  indioated  therein, 

and  as  required  by  the  rules  and  regulations. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July 

25,  1890. 

With  your  letter  of  April  4, 1890,  you  transmit  the  papers  in  the 
matter  of  the  appeal  of  Edward  G.  McOlellan  and  Thomas  K.  Stewart 
from  your  decision  rejecting  the  surveys  of  the  exterior  boundaries  of 
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townships  24   and  25   north,  range  31  east,  M.  D.  M.,  Nevada,  made- 
under  their  joint  contract  Ko.  169,  executed  March  14, 1884. 

This  action  was  taken  by  yoar  office  upon  the  report  of  Special  Agent 
P.  F.  Bussey,  who  examined  and  inspected  said  surveys,  and  who  re- 
ported that  said  work  had  been  performed  with  gross  carelessness;  that 
very  many  corners  on  the  township  lines  were  not  found  by  the  exam- 
iner,  and  that  the  field  notes  do  not  describe  any  of  the  corners  as  they 
actually  exist  in  the  field,  and  that  from  his  examination  he  did  not  find 
a  corner  so  marked  that  a  person  could  determine  in  what  township  or 
range  the  lands  were  situated.  Other  facts  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
the  special  agent,  showing  material  discrepancies  between  the  field 
notes  of  the  deputy  surveyors  and  the  actual  findings  of  the  special 
agent,  and  that  said  survey  was  grossly  imperfect.  If  the  facts  as 
found  by  the  special  agent  are  true,  it  can  scarcely  be  contended  by 
the  appellants  that  the  survey  should  be  accepted. 

The  appeal  from  your  decision'  is  based  solely  upon  the  following 
grounds : 

The  infitrament  ased  by  the  inspector  on  the  examination  of  the  w6rk  was  snch  a. 
poor  one  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  best  surveyor  living  to  run  a  line  with 
it  which  could  be  sworn  to  as  the  only  true  and  correct  line  as  the  inspector  has  done 
in  his  report,  the  said  instmuient  being  a  very  cheap  open-sight  compass,  of  a  kind 
that  has  been  condemned  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  for  years,  and  not 
allowed  to  be  used  upon  any  government  surveys. 

The  inspector  is  totally  incompetent  to  make  examinations  of  surveys,  never  hav- 
ing  seen  an  instrument  till  after  he  had  been  appointed  mspeotor  and  come  to  this 
State  a  few  weeks  before  enterjng  upon  this  examination. 

The  said  inspector  while  doing  the  work  and  making  out  his  report  was  under  the 
influence  of  Chas.  W.  Irish,  the  present  surveyor  general  for  Nevada,  who  has  used 
every  means  in  his  power  t'O  cast  odium  upon  all  surveys  made  in  this  State  prior  to 
his  appointment,  and,  under  this  inflnencf ,  formed  an  opinion  against  said  survey 
before  making  his  examination,  ma<le  out  his  report  according  to  suggestions  from 
Chas.  W.  Irish,  and  after  said  report  was  sworn  to  and  signed  by  his  assistants  who 
certified  to  ita  correctness,  made  material  alterations  before  sending  it  to  Washing- 
ton. In  proof  of  these  charges  we  enclose  affidavits  of  the  inspector's  compassman. 
and  the  draughtsman  in  the  surveyor  general's  office. 

We  therefore  protest  against  any  and  all  examinations  and  reports  made  by  the 
present  inspector  or  by  any  other  incompetent  person,  and  believe  that  you  will  see 
the  injustice  of  accepting  the  reports  of  any  person  who  knows  no  more  about  sur- 
veying than  a  common  farmer  about  army  tactics. 

The  present  surveyor  general  has  made  alterations  in  field  notes  of  surveys  sent 
into  his  office  by  deputy  surveyors,  and  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  he 
has  not  done  so  in  the  notes  furnished  the  inspector  by  him  of  this  survey. 

This  appeal  is  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  W.  T.  Moran,  the  corn- 
passman  who  assisted  the  special  agent  in  his  examination,  who  states^ 
that  the  instrument  used  was  inferior,  and  that  he  objected  to  under- 
take the  work  with  such  an  instrument,  but  he  was  informed  by  Bussey 
and  Irish  that  it  was  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purpose  of  the  exam- 
ination, as  the  object  was  simply  to  run  the  lines  close  enough  to  find 
the  comers;  that  he  expected  with  the  aid  of  flagmen  to  be  able  to 
retrace  the  lines  sufficiently  well  to  meet  the  requirements,  but  before 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  95* 

the  examination  was  commenced  the  flagmen  were  discharged  by  Bas- 
sey,  and  that  he  was  required  to  ran  the  lines  without  flagmen,  depend- 
ing entirely  upon  the  needle  for  line,  and  being  required  to  act  as  chain- 
man,  carrying  over  a  rough  and  mountainous  country,  in  addition  to  the 
instrament  and  chain,  two  heavy  pins,  weighted  with  lead.    He  further 

states: 

* 

A  trae  line  con  Id  not  be  rnn  under  snoh  conditions,  and  affiant  had  not  been  in- 
stmcted  to  rnn  true  lines,  bnt  only  to  riin  closely  enongh  to  enable  the  corners  to  be 
foand  with  reasonable  searching ;  and  affiant  says  that  it  was  with  this  understand- 
ing, gained  from  the  anmistakable  statements  of  C.  W.  Irish  and  P.  F.  Bnssey  as  to- 
the  method  and  object  of  the  examination,  that  he  consented  to  work  with  such  an 
instrument  and  in  such  a  manner ;  and  it  was  with  this  understanding  as  to  the 
requirement  and  instructions  that  he  made  affidavit  to  the  report  of  the  examina- 
tion. 

I  have  recited  and  quoted  from  the  affidavit  fully  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  it  does  not  necessarily  impeach  the  report  of  the  examiner 
or  the  affidavit  of  the  affiant  to  said  report,  but  merely  shows  the  diffi-' 
culties  under  which  he  made  his  examination.  It  does  not  show  that 
he  did  not  find  the  corners  that  should  have  been  marked  as  indicated 
by  the  field  notes  of  survey,  but  on  the  contrary  it  shows  that  he  must 
have  run  the  lines  close  enough  to  find  the  corners,  because  it  appears 
that  in  many  instances  he  found  the  corners  marked  although  not  in  the- 
manner  nor  in  the  exact  spot  as  indicated  by  the  survey.  He  states 
that  he  did  not  find  any  of  the  corners  described  as  they  actually  existed' 
in  the  field,  and  that  in  the  eleven  miles  of  line  examined  he  found  only 
two  quarter  section  corners,  although  he  made  diligent  search  in  the 
locality  where  they  ought  to  be  found ;  that  McOlellan,  one  of  the  con- 
tractors, told  him  before  his  examination  that  he  would  find  a  great 
many  of  the  corners  had  been  obliterated  by  the  ranch-men  who  did  not 
want  their  land  surveyed  because  they  wanted  their  cattle  and  sheep  to  • 
range  upon  it ;  but  that  he  took  particular  pains  to  find  out  if  this  was^ 
true  and  from  his  examination  found  that  there  was  no  person  living, 
near  there,  nor  was  there  any  grass  or  springs  near  the  line  to  make  it 
an  object  for  any  person  to  obliterate  the  corners,  nor  was  the  character 
of  the  country  such  that  they  would  be  likely  to  be  obliterated  by  the 
elements. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  failure  of  the  deputy  surveyor  to  properly 
mark  the  comers,  I  quote  from  the  report  of  the  examiner  which  is  veri- 
fied by  the  compassman,  in  which  he  says : 

I  desire  your  particular  attention  to  the  corner  common  to  Twps.  34  and.25,  ranges 
31  and  32.  In  the  field  notes  of  the  contractors,  they  say,  they  set  a  post  4  ft. 
long,  4  inches  square,  12  inches  in  the  ground.  This  post  is  not  there.  This  corner 
is  on  a  piece  of  ground  the  like  of  which  I  have  never  seen  anywhere  only  in  this 
immediate  vicinity.  It  is  a  patch  of  black  glossy  gravel  and  is  almost  as  smooth  as 
a  floor,  and  looks  like  it  had  been  rolled  with  a  heavy  roller  and  it  is  with  difficulty 
that  a  person  can  remove  one  of  these  gravel  stones  from  the  ground.  This  is  the  ■ 
point  at  which  they  dug  pits  24  x  18  x  12  inches. 
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Now  what  process  coald  have  been  used  to  plaoe  this  gravel  back  in  its  place  so 
that  it  caanot  be  seeu  that  ic  has  ever  been  removed  f 

Further,  they  describe  a  mouud  of  earth  2^  ft.  by  5  ft.  at  the  base,  while  I  find  a 
mound  of  stonejB  and  no  signs  of  any  earth.  I  can  assure  you  that  if  the  dirt  had 
been  piled  here  on  this  gravel  plat  I  think  some  traces  of  it  would  be  visible  still. 

Further,  they  say  nothing  about  the  mound  of  stones  that  I  find  here. 

I  have  dwelt  at  length  upon  this  last  mentioned  corner  because  it  is  a  township 
•corner,  and  should  be  one  that  would  attract  their  attention  and  be  as  they  describe  it. 

Further,  I  know  of  no  other  comer  any  nearer  to  what  they  describe  than  this  one. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  comers  iadicated  by  the  survey  that  the  ex- 
aminer with  the  aid  of  the  compass-man  actually  found,  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with  in  finding  it,  at  which  no  pits 
and  mounds,  monuments  or  post,  as  shown  by  the  field  notes  could  be 
found,  or  else  were  not  marked  as  indicated  by  the  field  notes. 

Again  the  affidavit  states  that  ^^  he  has  been  informed  and  believes  that 
the  Import  qf  this  examination  was  materially  altered  by  P.  F.  Bussey 
and  C  W.  trish  after  it  had  been  sworn  to  by  this  affiant,  and  without 
his  i^nowledge  and  consent,"  but  he  does  not  state  in  what  respect  it 
was  altered,  nor  have  appellants  attempted  to'  show  that  it  has  been 
altered  in  any  respect  whatever,  although  they  have  had  full  opportu- 
nity to  do  so  if  such  is  the  fact. 

A  further  discussion  of  this  question  is  unnecessary.  From  what  has 
been  stated  it  is  shown  from  the  report  of  the  examiner  that  the  survey 
-was  grossly  defective  in, failing  to  mark  the  corners  as  indicated  by  the 
■survey,  and  as  required  by  the  rules  and  regulations,  and  said  report 
in  this  respect  at  least  has  not  been  impeached,  nor  have  the  appellants 
•even  denied  it. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


LAND  DBPABTMENT— CliEHK  IN  SUBVXTOR  GENEBAIi'S  OFFICE. 

Herbert  MoMiokbn  et  al. 
(On  Beview.) 

Olerka  in  the  ofiQce  of  the  snnreyor-general  are  clerks  or  employes  in  the  ofiQce  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  therefore, 
nuder  the  inhihition  of  seotion  4^*2  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  disqualified  to  enter 
public  laud.  ^ 

Directions  given  for  the  formulation  of  a  circular  in  accordance  with  the  ooustruo- 
tion  of  law  adopted  herein. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offloe^  July  25, 

1890. 

On  February  14, 1883,  Herbert  McMicken,  Albert  J.  Tread  way,  and 
John  P.  Tweed  made  timber  land  entries  for,  respectively,  the  SE.  ^, 
the  NW.  I,  and  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec.  20,  T.  18  N.,  R.  3  W.,  Seattle  land 
•district,  in  the  then  Territory  of  Washington.    The  entries  were  held 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  97 

for  cancellation  by  yoar  office,  on  June  11, 1888,  becaase  the  entrymen 
at  the  date  of  said  entries  were  employees  in  the  office  of  surveyor-gen- 
eral of  said  Territory.  On  appeal  here,  the  judgment  of  your  office  was 
affirmed  (10  L.  D.,  97),  and  the  case  is  brought  before  me  again  on  a 
motion  to  review  and  reverse  the  former  decision. 

The  material  facts  in  relation  to  the  three  entries  being  the  same, 
contrary  to  the  asual  practice,  the  three  cases  were  consolidated  and 
considered  together.  Those  facts,  as  stated  in  your  office  decision,  are 
undisputed,  and  show  that  said  tracts  were  ^<  offered''  lands  and  had 
been  such  for  seven  years ;  that  the  entrymen  were  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  surveyor-general,  as  stated,  but  acquired  their  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  the  lands  from  personal  inspection  of  the  same,  and  that, 
prior  to  making  said  entries,  they  informed  the  register  and  receiver  of 
their  then  employment,  and  inquired  as  to  whether  there  was  any  in- 
hibition against  the  proposed  entries  by  them.  *^  The  local  officers  de- 
cided that  the  circular  of  August  23,  1876  (prohibiting  entry  by  local 
officers  and  others),  did  not  apply  to  them.''  Thereupon,  the  entries 
were  made,  the  money  paid  for  the  land,  and  the  final  certificates  issued 
on  February  14,  1883,  as  before  stated.  Subsequently,  on  August  17, 
1883,  said  tracts  were  purchased  by  one  Aden  C.  King. 

Section  452  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that — 

The  officers,  olerka  and  employees  in  the  General  Land  Office  are  prohibited  from 
directly  or  indirectly  purchasing  or  becoming  interested  in  the  purchase  of  any  of  the 
public  land;  and  any  person  who  violates  this  section  shall  forthwith  be  removed 
from  his  office. 

It  was  held  in  my  decision  that  said  section — 

«ra8  intended  to  extend  the  disqualification  to  acquire  public  lands  to  officers,  clerks, 
and  employees  in  any  of  the  branches  or  arms  of  the  public  service  under  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  relating  to  the 

9urvejf  and  $aU  of  the  public  lands Officers,  clerks  and  employees  in 

the  offices  of  surveyors-general  fall  clearly  within  the  mischief  contemplated  by  the 
statute^  and  the  reason  uf  the  law  applies  to  them  with  equally  as  much  force  as  to 
those  in  the  central  office  at  Washington. 

It  is  insisted  that  clerks  in  the  office  of  a  surveyor-general  do  not 
come  within  the  inhibition  contained  in  the  section  of  the  Bevised  Stat- 
utes before  quoted.  It  is  ingeniously  argued  that  the  surveyors  and 
surveying  system  of  the  United  States  were  not  a  part  of.  or  under  the 
control  of  the  General  Land  Office  until  placed  there  by  the  first  section 
of  the  act  of  July  4, 1836  (5  Stat.,  107),  now  embodied  in  section  453  of 
the  Revised  Statutes ;  that  the  prohibition  to  be  found  in  section  four- 
teen of  said  act  of  1836  only  applied  to  officers  whose  salaries  were 
therein  "  provided  for ;"  that  clerks  in  the  surveyor's  office  not  being 
'*  provided  for"  were  not  intended  to  be  included,  and  that  section  452 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  being  a  mere  generalization  of  section  fourteen 
of  the  original  act  ought  not  to  be  construed  as  an  enlargement  of  the 
same  so  as  to  include  classes  not  embraced  in  the  original  prohibition. 
2497— VOL  11 7 
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In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Bowen  (100  U.  S.,  508),  the  su- 
preme court  say  : — 

The  Revised  Statutes  must  be  treated  as  the  legislative  declaration  of  the  statute 
law  on  the  subjects  which  thej^  embrace  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1873.  When 
the  meaning  is  plain,  the  courts  cannot  look  to  the  statutes  which  have  been  revised 
to  see  if  Congress  erred  in  that  revision,  but  may  do  so  when  necessary  to  constrae 
doubtful  language  used  in  expressing  the  meaning  of  Congress. 

Can  it  be  said  that  there  is  such  an  ambiguity  about  section  452  as  to 
require  a  resort  to  the  original  act  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  said  sec- 
tion. Snch  ambiguity  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  section,  for  it  plainly  and 
clearly  prohibits  officers,  clerks  and  employees  of  the  General  Land 
Office  from  being  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  purchase  of  the 
public  lands.  This  [prohibition  can  hardly  be  misunderstood  by  any 
one  reading  it.  I  do  not  think  therefore  it  is  a  case  of  ambiguity  when 
the  language  of  the  original  act  should  be  referred  to,  b.ut  that  we  must 
accept  said  section  as  the  expression  of  the  leginlativ^e  will. 

It  is  therefore-  apparent  that  officers,  clerks  and  employees  of  the 
General  Land  Office  are  prohibited  from  being  interested  in  the  purchase 
of  the  public  lands.  Are  the  entrymen  herein  either  officers,  clerks  or 
employees  of  the  General  Land  Office  ? 

Section  441  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  says  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  public  lauds.  Section 
462  of  the  Revised  Statutes  says  there  shall  be  in  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  a  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  section  453 
says: 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  perform,  nnder  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  all  executive  duties  appertaining  to  the  surveying  and 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  wise  respecting  such  public 
lands,  etc. 

The  surveyor-general  is  appointed  by  the  President  and  his  salary  is 
fixed  by  law.  Congress  makes  an  appropriation  therefor  and  for  clerk 
hire  and  other  expenses  in  his  office  in  gross.  These  appropriations  are 
expended  by  him.  The  clerks  are  selected  and  their  compensation 
fixed  by  him.  But  these  appropriations  are  all  contained  in  the  general 
appropriation  bill  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  which  is  charged, 
through  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  the  admin- 
istration of  tlie  land  affairs  of  the  nation.  Through  the  General  Land 
Office  the  money  is  advanced  to  the  surveyor-general  to  meet  the  salaries 
of  clerks  and  other  expenses  of  his  office.  All  is  done  under  the  direc- 
tion and  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
The  surveyor-general  is  required  to  and  does  make  report  quarterly  to 
the  Commissioner  of  all  his  expenses,  and  an  annual  report  of  all  his 
work  for  the  year.  These  accounts  are  allowed  or  disallowed  as  seems 
})roper.  Among  the  other  expenses  which  undergo  this  scrutiny  is  clerk 
hire.  Kis  employment  of  clerks,  as  well  as  the  amounts  to  be  paid  them, 
is  regulated,  in  this  manner,  by  the  Commissioner.  ^  The'right  to  do  so 
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has  never  been  qnestionecl,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain.  Thus  the  clerks, 
thoQgh  selected  by  the  surveyor-general,  are  paid  by  the  Oomooiissioner 
at  a  compensation  allowed  by  him,  and  it  makes  no  difference  that  the 
pay  comes  out  of  the  appropriation  for  surveys,  since  the  whole  subject 
is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioner. 

For  the  reasons  here  given,  in  addition  to  those  before  stated,  I  have 
no  difScnlty  in  affirming  the  former  ruling  that  clerks  in  the  office  of 
surveyor- general  are  clerks  or  employes  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  there- 
fore within  the  inhibition  of  section  452  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

But  it  is  urged  in  behalf  of  the  entry  man  that  this  construction  of 
the  law,  if  correct,  is  new,  and  should  not  be  made  retrospective  so  as 
to  affect  entries  which  were  made  when  a  different  construction  of  the 
law  prevailed  in  the  Department. 

If  the  statute  were  one  admitting  of  a  doubtful  construction,  there 
might  be  some  force  in  this  last  position.  But  in  the  face  of  what  I 
regard  as  its  plain  prohibition,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  as  a 
proper  administration  of  the  land  department  by  officers  free  from  the 
enticements  of  personal  speculation,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  would  be  justi- 
fied in  permitting  a  violation  of  the  law  in  this  instance,  more  than  in 
any  other.  \ 

The  motion  is  denied  and'the  papers  are  herewith  sent  to  you. 

As  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  this  case  may  lead  to  the 
belief,  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  prohibition  of  the  law  does  not 
apply  to  all  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  General  Land  Office,  you 
are  directed  to  cause  to  be  formulated  a  circular,  in  accordance  with 
the  construction  placed  upon  the  law  herein,  which  shall  be  so  compre- 
hensive and  specific  as  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  to 
cover  the  cases  of  all  officers  or  employees  of  the  Land  Department, 
wherever  located  or  employed.  This  circular  when  prepared  will  be 
transmitted  to  me  for  approval. 


DOUBLE  MINIMXTM  LAND-ACTS  OF  JUNE  15,  1880,  AND  MARCH  9,  1880. 

John  Baxter. 

Land  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant,  and  reduced  in  price  by  the  act  of  June 
15,  18S0,  is  again  raised  to  double  mlnimam  if  subsequently  falling  within  the 
limits  of  another  grant. 

Section  4,  act  of  Ma^ch  2,  1889,  does  not  reduce  the  price  of  land  within  the  limits 
of  a  railroad  grant,  if  the  portion  of  railroad  opposite  thereto  was  completed 
prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  25, 

1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  commanication  of  Jane  21,  1890,  transmitting: 
for  my  consideration  the  application  of  John  S.  Baxter  for  repayment 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-live  cents  per  acre,  excess  paid  upon  cash 
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entry  for  the  8.  ^  SW.  i,  N W.  |  SW.  J  and  SW.  J  NW.  J,  Sec.  22,  T. 
49  N.,  R.  6  W.,  Ashland,.  Wisconsin. 

It  appears  that  said  entry  was  made  by  Baxter  August  14, 1889,  and 
payment  was  made  thereon  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre.  Application  for  repayment  of  said  excess  was  made  by  Bax- 
ter, which  was  refused  by  your  office  May  17,  1890,  and  he  now  files  a 
motion  for  review  of  said  decision,  which  you  have  referred  for  my  con- 
sideration. 

The  land  in  controversy  was  increased  to  double  minimum  by  being 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Omaha  Bailroad  Company,  as  shown  by  map  of  definite  location  filed 
June  17,  1858,  and  was  offered  at  that  price  June  21, 1859. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  15, 1880  (21  Stat.,  237),  pro- 
vided : — 

That  the  price  of  lands  now  subject  to  entry  which  were  raised  to  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  put  in  market  prior  to  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  by  reason  of  the  grant  of  alternate  sections  for  railroad  purposes  is  hereby  re- 
duced to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

This  laud  having  been  raised  to  double  minimum  prior  to  January, 
1861,  was  by  the  terms  of  said  act  reduced  to  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre;  but  subsequently  it  fell  within  the  limits  of  the 
grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  liailroad  Company,  by  definite  location, 
made  July  6, 1882,  and  by  reason  thereof  was  again  raised  to  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  854),  pro- 
vides : 

That  the  price  of  all  sections  and  parts  of  sections  of  the  public  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  portions  of  the  several  grants  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  oonstmotlon  of  rail- 
roads which  have  been  heretofore  and  which  may  hereafter  be  forfeited,  which  were 
by  the  act  making  such  grants  or  have  since  been  increased  to  the  double  ininimnm 
price,  and,  also,  of  all  lauds  within  the  limits  of  any  such  railroad  grant,  bat  not 
embraced  in  such  grant  lying  adjacent  to  and  coterminous  with  the  portUm$  of  the 
line  of  any  such  railroad  whioh  shall  not  be  completed  at  the  date  of  this  act,  is  hereby 
fixed  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

This  tract  is  within  the  limits  of  a  portion  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company  that  was  completed  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  March  2,  1889,  and  was  therefore  not  affected  by  said  act,  but 
the  price  remained  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  which  was 
the  price  of  the  land  on  August  14, 1889. 

This  case  differs  from  the  case  of  Jacob  A.  Gifford  (8L.  D.,  683),  in 
this :  In  the  Gifford  case  the  land  was  opposite  a  portion  of  the  road 
that  had  not  been  completed  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889,  and 
the  price  of  said  land  having  been  fixed  by  said  act  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  it  was  held  that  the  double  minimum  price 
having  been  charged  for  said  land  upon  an  entry  made  subsequent  to 
the  passage  of  the  act,  was  erroneous,  and  repayment  should  therefore 
be  allowecf.    But  in  the  present  case  the  laud  was  double  minimum  at 
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the  date  of  the  parchase,  and  the  price  of  two  dollars  aud  fifty  cents 
per  acre  was  not  erroneously  charged.  There  is  uo  raling  of  the  Depart  • 
ment,  either  in  the  case  of  Jacob  A.  Giftord  (supra),  the  decision  re- 
erred  to  in  your  letter,  or  in  the  case  of  George  I.  Clark  (6  L.  D.,  167), 
hat  would  authorize  repayment  of  any  part  of  the  purchase  money  in 
this  ease,  but  the  doctrine  therein  announced  is  directly  to  the  con- 
trary.   The  application  should  be  refused. 


RULES  OF  PRACTICE-APPEAL. 

Vesuvius  Lode. 

The  Department  will  not  undertake  to  review  a  decision  of  the  General  Land  Office 
in  the  absence  of  an  appeal,  where  dae  notice  of  the  right  to  such  remedy  has 
been  given,  and  no  reason  is  shown  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  prac- 
tice. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  July  25, 

1890. 

On  June  5,  last  "Sam'l  J.  Wallace,  for  J.  O.  Voorhies"  filed  a  memo- 
randum stating  certain  facts  in  referencfi  to  the  Vesuvius  Lode  claim 
in  the  Pueblo  district,  Colorado,  aud  claiming  that  Yoorhies  was  en- 
titled to  a  patent  for  a  certain  portion  of  the  same. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  you  for  your  consideration  aud  a  statement 
of  the  facts.    Your  report,  dated  June  16,  is  now  before  me. 

It  appears  that  on  December  31, 1883,  Joseph  Oscar  Yoorhies  made 
mineral  entry  upon  said  Vesuvius  Lode  claim,  lying  partly  in  Sec.  8, 
partly  in  Sec.  17,  and  partly  in  Sec.  16,  T.  22  S.,  E.  72  W. ;  that  on  Jan- 
uary 89 1885,  your  office  held  the  entry  for  cancellation  to  the  extent  of 
the  portions  lying  in  sections  16  and  17,  on  the  ground  that  the  title  to 
section  16  was  in  the  State  of  Colorado  under  the  grant  for  school  pur- 
l>oses,  and  because  the  portion  in  section  17  was  embraced  in  a  patent 
issued  to  one  David  C.  Douglas  on  January  2,  1880. 

No  appeal  therefrom  was  taken.  On  February  14,  1890,  your  office 
canceled  «aid  entry  in  accordance  with  said  former  decision,  and  by 
letter  of  the  same  date  directed  that  additional  evidence  be  furnished 
"  of  the  existence  of  a  vein  or  lode  within  the  portion  of  the  claim  in 
section  8,  thecourse  and  direction  thereof,  and  a  certificate  by  the  United 
States  surveyor-general  showing  the  statutory  expenditure  of  $500, 
upon  and  for  the  development  of  the  aforesaid  portion  in  section  8,"  and 
stated  that  in  case  of  failure  to  submit  such  evidence  within  sixty  days 
from  notice,  the  remainder  of  the  entry  would  be  held  for  cancellation. 

You  state  tbat  claimant  has  filed  no  appeal,  although  advised  of  his 
right  so  to  do,  and  you  decline  to  recommend  that  the  entry  so  can- 
celed in  part  be  re-instated,  or  that  the  unpatented  portion  be  approved 
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for  patenting,  as  long  as  claimant  fails  to  comply  with  your  said  require- 
ments. 

The  memorandum  filed  is  not  sworn  to.  It  alleges  that  claimant  ob- 
tained his  right  to  said  claim  in  accordance  with  law,  that  some  one 
surreptitiously  obtaioed  patent  to  the  portion  in  section  17,  <^  by  means 
of  script;  but  subsequently  gave  quit  claim  to  this  claimant  in  recog- 
nition of  his  rights; "  that  said  claimant  has  in  good  faith  spent  thou- 
sands of  dollars  on  the  lode. 

Claimant  asks  that  the  government  issue  a  patent  for  the  part  of  the 
claim  in  section  8,  without  requiring  compliance  with  the  directions  of 
your  office. 

The  questions  presented  are  not  in  any  sense  properly  before  the  De- 
partment. If  claimant  has  been  injured  by  the  decision  of  your  office 
his  remedy  lies  in  appeal.  It  appears  he  has  been  notified  of  this  and 
has  failed  to  avail  himself  of  this  remedy.  No  reason  is  given  for  his 
failure.  The  vast  amount  of  litigation  in  the  Department  renders  it 
necessary  that  certain  rules  of  practice  be  adopted,  to  the  end  that  cases 
be  regularly  and  certainly  disposed  of.  The  Department  can  not  ni^der- 
take  in  justice  to  itself  and  claimants  to  waive  an  observance  of  such 
rules  when  no  cause  whatever  appears  for  so  doing. 

The  application  is  accordingly  dismissed. 


CONTEST— APPLICATION— PROCEEDINGS  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Dean  v.  Peterson. 

During  the  pendency  of  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  an  entry  should  not  be  canceled  for 
failure  to  submit  proof  within  the  statutory  period,  an  application  to  contest  said 
entry  should  not  bo  allowed. 

The  rejection  of  an  application  to  contest  an  entry  carries  with  it  the  rejection  of  an 
accompanying  application  to  enter. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  28,  1890. 

On  April  7,  1879,  Charles  E.  Peterson  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
NB.  J,  Sec.  11,  T.  16  S.,  R.  23  W.,  Hays  City  pow  VVa  Keeney,  Kansas. 

On  June  12,  1886,  a  letter  (not  registered),  to  which  no  response  has 
been  made,  was  sent  (presumably)  from  the  local  oflQce  to  Peterson  at 
the  post-office  nearest  said  tract,  calling  upon  .him  to  show  canse  why 
his  said  entr^'  should  not  be  canceled  for  failure  to  make  proof  within 
the  statutory  period  of  seven  years. 

On  February  26, 1887,  G.  Frank  Dean,  alleging  a  failure  by  Peterson 
to  establish  and  maintain  his  residence  on  the  land,  applied  to  contest 
the  said  entry,  and  also  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  land. 

The  local  office  rejected  Dean's  application  to  contest,  on  account  of 
the  pendency  of  the  said  rule  to  show  cause,  and  his  application  to 
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enter  on  account  of  the  existing  entry  of  Peterson.  This  action  was  on 
appeal  by  Dean  sustained  by  your  office  decision  of  September  24, 1888. 
Dean  appeals. 

The  proceeding  by  the  government  against  the  Peterson  entry  (shown 
by  the  records  of  your  office  to  be  uncanceled)  was,  at  the  time  of 
Dean's  application  to  contest,  and,  so  far  as  the  record  disclosed,  is  still 
pending.  As  no  rights  can  be  acquired  under  an  affidavit  of  contest 
filed  during  the  pendency  of  proceedings  against  the  entry  by  the  gov- 
ernment (Canning  v.  Fail,  10  L.  D.,  657),  the  said  application  was 
properly  rejected.  Dean's  homestead  application  must  also  be  denied, 
as  the  rejection  of  an  application  to  contest  necessarily  carries  with  it 
the  rejection  of  the  accompanying  application  to  enter.  Drury  r .  Shet- 
terly,  9  L.  D.,  211 ;  Arthur  B.  Cornish,  id.,  569. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed  and  your  office  is  directed  to 
take  prompt  action  with  regard  to  the  entry  of  Peterson. 


INDIAN  LAJf^DS— ALLOTMBXT— ACTS  OF  MAY  «3,  1878,  AXI>  FEBRUARY 

8,  1887. 

John  and  Peter  Anderson.* 

MemlxTS  of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians  may  elect  whether  they  will 
take  allotments  under  the  act  of  May  23,  1872,  or  February  8,  18*:J7. 

New  selections  may  be  allowed  under  the  act  of  1872  in  lieu  of  allotments  thereunder 
pending  and  unperfected  at  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  March  1,  and  2,  1889,  and 
certificates  of  such  allotments  may  issue  on  the  payment  of  the  sum  per  acre 
origiually  giyen  by  the  United  States  for  the  land.^ 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  July  14, 1890. 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yourcommnnication  of  March  4,  1890, 
relative  to  allotments  of  lands  to  John  and  Peter  Anderson  members 
of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians. 

I  concur  in  your  opinion  that  these  Indians  are  entitled  to  have  the 
lands  selected  allotted  to  them  nnder  the  act  of  May  23,  1872,  and  to 
certificates  of  allotment  for  such  land  upon  the  payment  of  thirty  and 
fifteen  cents  per  acre  respectively,  if  they  so  elect  to  take  allotments 
under  said  act;  and  that  certificajtes  should  issue  in  the  name  of  Julia 
Anderson  for  the  land  allotted  to  her  in  1875,  upon  similar  payment  of 
fifteen  cents  per  acre. 

I  transmit  herewith  an  opinion  of  the  Honorable  Assistant  Attorney 
General  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the  matter, 
and  an  order  of  the  President,  modifying  executive  orders  of  May  24, 
1887,  and  July  12,  1889,  and  granting  authority  to  the  Citizen  Potta- 
watomie Indians  to  elect  whether  they  will  take  allotments  under  the 
act  of  1872  or  1887. 
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OPINION. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Shields  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^  June 

11, 1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference  of  Assistant 
Secretary  Bussey  on  the  31st  of  March,  of  a  communicatioh  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs  relative  to  the  applications  of  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomie  Indians  for  allotments  of  lands 
under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  May  23, 1872  (17  Stats.,  159).  By  said 
reference,  my  opinion  is  asked  "  as  to  the  price  per  acre  to  be  paid  by 
the  within-named  Indians  for  the  lands  to  be  allotted  to  them." 

Said  act  of  1872,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  homes  for  the  Potta- 
watomie and  absentee  Shawnee  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,"  pro- 
vides for  allotments  of  land  to  each  member  of  the  Pottawatomie 
Citizen-band  within  the  limits  of  the  thirty-mile  square  tract  selected 
for  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  west  of  the  Semi- 
nole reservation 

To  each  head  of  a  family,  and  to  each  other  member  twenty-one  years  of  age,  not 
more  than  one  quarter  section,  and  to  each  minor  of  the  tribe  not  more  than  eighty 
acres,  and  sach  allotments  shall  be  made  4^0  include,  as  far  as  possible,  for  each  family, 
the  improvements  which  they  have  made. 

Provision  was  made  in  said  act  for  the  issuance  of  certificates  to  the 
allottees,  and  that  the  land  allotted  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and 
<<  shall  be  alienable  in  fee.  or  leased  or  otherwise  disposed  of  only  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  persons  of  Indian  blood,  lawfully  residing  within 
said  Territory  with  permission  of  the  President,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  prescribe."  It  was  further 
provided 

That  such  allotments  shall  be  made  to  such  of  the  above-described  persons  as  have 
resided  or  shall  hereafter  reside  three  years  continuously  on  such  reservation,  and 
that  the  cost  of  such  lands  to  the  United  States  shall  be  paid  from  any  fund  now 
held,  or  T^hich  may  be  hereafter  held  by  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  such 
Indians,  and  charged  as  a  part  of  their  distributive  share,  or  shall  be  paid  by  said 
Indians  before  such  certificates  are  issued. 

It  appears  that  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  twelve  allotments 
were  made  in  1875  to  John  Anderson  and  Peter  Anderson  and  mem- 
bers of  their  families,  and  a  schedule  of  the  same  was  approved  by  Sec- 
tary Chandler  on  November  23,  1875.  ,, 

On  May  23,  1887  (Ind.  Div.,  v.  50,  p.  358),  the  Department  in  a  letter 
to  the  President  concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Indian  Of- 
fice that  the  Citizen  Pottowatomie  Indians  are  entitled  to  allotments 
under  the  act  of  February  8,  1887  (24  Stats.,  388),  if  they  so  desired. 
The  President  on  May  24,  same  year,  approved  the  recommendation  of 
the  Department  and  duly  authorized  it  to  allow  allotments  to  said  In- 
dians under  said  act  of  1887. 
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Od  Jaly  10,  1889,  the  Department  transmitted  to  the  President  for 
his  action  the  recommendation  of  the  Indian  Office,  in  which  the  De- 
partment concurred,  that  said 

order  of  the  President  of  May  24,  1887,  be  canceled,  and  a  new  order  issued  authoriz- 
ing allotments  thereon,  so  that  children  born  since  May  24,  1887,  may  receive  allot- 
ments, bat  that  those  who,  since  the  date  of  the  President's  order  above  referred  to, 
have  passed  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  who  have  married,  may  receive  the  quantity 
of  land  allowed  them  by  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  President  on  July  12, 1889, 
and  by  departmental  letter  of  July  13,  same  year,  was  transmitted  to 
the  Indian  Office,  with  the  statement  that  said  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  ^^  for  the  allotment  of  lands  to  the  absentee  Shawnee  and  Cit- 
izen Pottawatomies,  located  on  the  Pottawatomie  reservation,  Indian 
Territory,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887.'' 

It  further  appears  that  one  of  the  applicants,  namely,  John  Ander 
son,  on  July  18, 1889,  claimed  the  right  to  have  allotted  to  him  under 
said  act  of  1887,  the  quantity  of  land  allowed  to  allottees  under  said  act 
of  1872,  free  of  payment  to  the  United  States  for  any  part  thereof;  that 
if  this  was  not  so,  then  he  had  the  right  to  allotments  under  both  £(cts, 
as  both  were  still  in  force ;  and  that  if  wrong  in  both  of  said  claims,  he 
should  be  allowed  the  quantity  of  land  named  in  the  act  of  1872,  upon 
payment  of  the  price  as  therein  required.  The  Indian  Office  advised 
the  attorney  of  said  Anderson,  on  September  4, 1889  (id.,  vol.  60,  p.  385), 
that  his  clients  must  elect  to  take  their  allotments  under  one  or  the 
other  of  said  acts,  and  that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  take  under 
both.  The  Honorable  Commissioner  expresses  the  opinion  that  said 
Indians  are  entitled  to  allotments  under  said  act  of  1872 ;  that,  although 
the  lauds  selected  by  said  applicants  for  themselves  and  families,  ex- 
cept the  allotment  in  the  name  of  Julia  Anderson,  are  not  those  ap- 
proved by  Secretary  Chandler,  as  aforesaid,  yet,  since  the  Department 
has  generally  allowed  allottees  to  change  their  selections  upon  sufficient 
showing,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  "issuance  of  the  evidence  of  title," 
said  applicants  should  be  allowed  allotments  for  lands  selected  by  them 
under  said  act  of  1872,  if  there  are  no  prior  valid  claims  thereto,  upon 
the  payment  of  thirty  and  Qfteen  cents  per  acre,  respectively,  and  that 
certificate  shall  issue  in  the  name  of  Julia  Anderson  upon  the  al- 
lotment made  in  her  name  in  1875,  upon  a  like  payment  of  fi  'teen  cents 
per  acre.  The  lands  applied  for  by  John  Anderson  are  part  of  the  lands 
of  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians  ceded  to  the  United  States  for  homes 
for  such  other  civilized  Indians  as  the  United  States  may  choose  to  set- 
tle thereon,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  June  14, 18(36  (14  Stats., 
785),  to  the  United  States  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  thirty  cents 
per  acre.  (See  Article  III  id.,  p.  786.)  On  March  1,  1889  (25  Stats., 
757),  Congress  ratified  and  confirmed  the  agreement  made  with  said 
Indians  on  January  19, 1889,  by  Secretary  Vilas,  whereby  the  Indians 
made  an  absolute  cession  of  said  land,  in  consideration  of  a  sum  esti- 
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mated  to  amount  to  $1.25  per  acre.  By  the  treaty  of  March  21,  1866 
(14  Stats.,  755),  the  Seminoles  ceded  to  the  IJDited  States  their  lands 
^'  to  locate  other  Indians  and  freedmen  thereon,"  the  consideration  be- 
ing fifteen  cents  per  acre,  and  by  section  twelve  of  the  act  ot  Congress 
approved  March  2,  1839  (25  Stats.,  1004)  an  additional  sum  of  money 
was  appropriated  "to  pay  in  full  the  Seminole  Nation  of  Indians  for  all 
their  right,  title,  interest  and  claic^  which  said  nation  of  Indians  may 
have  in  and  to  certain  lands  ceded"  by  said  treaty  of  1866,  which  is 
estimated  to  amount  to  ninety- four  cents  per  acre. 

The  question  submitted  is  whether  said  applicants  shall  be  required 
to  pay  the  amount  originally  allowed  to  said  Greek  and  Seminole  In- 
dians, respectively,  namely,  thirty  and  fifteen  cents  per  acre,  or  the 
full  amount  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  complete  Indian  title  and 
claim. 

The  answer  to  said  ihquiry  involves  the  further  question  whether 
said  applicants  can  have  allotments  under  said  act  of  1872,  or  can  be 
allowed  to  have  allotments  under  the  act  of  1887,  at  their  election.  If 
said  executive  action,  as  above  recited,  is  to  remain  unrevoked  and  un- 
changed, then  it  would  seem  that  the  applicants  would  be  required  to 
take  allotments  under  said  act  of  1887. 

Said  letter  to  the  President  transmitted  the  communication  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  "  upon  the  subject  of  the  allotment  of  lands 
in  severalty  to  members  of  the  Citizen  band  of  Pottawatomies  and  the 
absentee  Shawnee  Indians"  located  upon  the  reservation  as  aforesaid. 
It  quotes  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  relative  to  the  amount 
of  land  allowed  to  each  allottee,  as  follows : 

To  each  head  of  a  family,  and  to  each  other  member  twenty-one  years  of  age  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  to  each  minor  of  the  tribe  not  more  than 
eighty  acres,  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  United  States  before  cer- 
tilicates  are  issued.  Three  years  continuous  residence  upon  the  reservation  is  also 
required. 

Under  this  provision,  man  ied  women  over  twenty-one  are  entitled  to  not  more 
than  eighty  acres,  while  under  the  allotment  act  of  February  8,  1887,  they  are  en- 
titled to  nX)  land.  Minors  are  also  entitled  to  not  more  than  eighty  acres,  while  under 
the  act  of  February  H,  1887,  minors  under  eighteen,  not  orphans,  are  entitled  to  forty 
acres. 

And  "  as  the  Jndians  were  required  to  pay  for  their  land  under  the 
act  of  1872,"  the  Commissioner  expresses  the  opinion,  ^*  that  the  said 
act  can  in  no  way  govern  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  allotted  under  the 
later  act," 

The  statement  of  the  Commissioner  relative  to  the  limitation  of  the 
quantity  of  land  to  be  allotted  to  the  married  women  of  the  Potta- 
watomies is  erroneous,  as  the  act  of  1872  provides  that  each  Indian 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age  may  have  not  more  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres. 

The  President  was  required  to  give  direction  **  for  the  allotments  of 
lands  to  the  Indians  indicated  under  the  act  of  February  8,  1887," 
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which  he  did  on  May  24,  1887.  The  subsequent  executive  action  did 
not  change  the  direction  as  to  the  act,  under  which  allotments  to  said 
Indians  were  to  be  made.  This  direction  of  the  President  is  binding 
upon  this  Department  until  changed  or  nioditied  by  the  proper  execu- 
tive action.  Until  authority  is  given  by  the  President  to  allow  said 
applicants  to  receive  allotments  under  said  act  of  1872,  in  my  judg- 
ment, they  can  not  be  allowed  to  take  allotments  thereunder. 

The  question  **  as  to  the  proper  form  in  which  patents  should  be 
issued  for  lands  allotted,  and  to  be  allotted,  to  the  Lac  de  Flambeau 
band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  in  Wisconsin,''  was  submitted  for  my  opin- 
ion by  Acting  Secretary  Chandler.  In  my  opinion,  dated  September  18, 
1889,  it  was  held  (1)  that  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1854  (10  Stats., 
1109),  was  not  repealed,  changed  or  modified  by  said  act  of  1887  ;  (2) 
that  the  right  of  allotment  was  conferred  by  said  treaty  of  1854,  and 
that  patents  for  allotments  thereunder  should  be  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  said  treaty,  whether  the  selections  and  allotments  were 
made  or  the  approvals  signed  before  or  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1887.  This  opinion  was  concurred  in  by  you  on  September  23,  1889, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  his  informa- 
tion (9  L.  D.,  392).  It  may  be  observed  that  the  precis*  question  sub- 
mitted was  :  "  What  kind  of  patent  should  issue  where  allotments  were 
made  under  the  treaty  of  1854,  and  subsequent  to  the  act  of  1887  ;"  and 
the  answer  was  made  that  they  should  issue  under  the  provisions  of 
said  treaty.  There  are  expressions  in  said  opinion  which  possibly  con- 
vey the  impression  that  all  allotments  provided  for  by  acts  or  tieaties 
prior  to  said  act  of  1887  must  nrcessarily  be  made  under  the  terms  of  the 
prior  act  or  treaty,  but  the  language  of  the  whole  opinion  shows  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  to  so  hold.  It  must  be  remembered  that  sec- 
tion one  of  the  act  of  1887  expressly  provides : 

That  where  the  treaty  or  act  of  Cou^ress  settiDj^  apart  nnch  res  Tvation  provides 
for  the  allotment  of  lands  ID  severalty  in  quantities  in  excess  of  those  herein  pro- 
videdy  the  President, in  makiug  allotments  upon  such  reservation,  shall  allot  the  lands 
to  each  individnal  Indian  belonging  thereon  in  quantity  as  specified  in  such  treaty 
or  act. 

Since  under  said  act  of  1872  a  larger  amount  of  land  may  be  taken 
than  under  the  act  of  1887,  the  applicants  should  be  allowed  allotments 
under  the  former  act.  It  is  true  that  under  said  act  of  1872,  the  lands 
allotted  must  be  paid  for  by  the  allottees;  but  that  fact  alone  does  not 
deprive  the  Indians  of  the  right  to  take  under  said  act  if  they  so  elect. 
As  to  the  price,  it  would  seem  but  just  that  the  Indians  be  ])erinitted 
to  pay  the  amount  originally  given  by  the  United  States  for  the  laud, 
because  they  would  have  been  so  entitled  at  the  time  the  allotments 
were  made  prior  to  the  acts  of  1889  {supra),  and  as  they  relin<iuish 
these  lands  for  the  new  allotments  desired,  it  is  practically  an  ex- 
change of  lands,  and  I  therefore  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner that  the  Indians,  if  allowed  allotments  under  said  act  of  1872, 
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shoQlcl  be  required  to  pay  for  the  land  allotted  the  price  designated  iu 
said  treaties  under  which  they  were  ceded  to  the  United  States..  But 
I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  no  allotments  should  be  allowed  under 
said  act  of  1872,  until  said  executive  action  be  revoked  or  modified.  I 
see  no  objection,  if  authority  be  given  by  the  President,  to  allowing 
said  Indians  to  elect  under  which  of  said  acts  they  will  take  allot- 
ments ;  but  until  the  President  so  directs  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  said 
applicants  can  take  new  allotments  only  under  the  act  of  1887,  and 
should  not  be  required  to  pay  any  price  for  the  lands  selected  by  them. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— ISSUANCE  OF  PATENTS. 

Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  Kansas  Division. 

The  failare  of  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee  and  Western  Company  to  signify  under  seal 
its  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  I,  186:^,  does  not  defeat  the 
right  to  patents  thereunder,  for  (1)  section  nine  of  said  act,  by  which  the  grant 
is  made  to  this  company,  does  not  in  terms  require  said  acceptance  to  be  under 
seal ;  and  (2)  the  resalution  of  the  board  of  directors  of  said  company  accept- 
ing said  provisions,  duly  certified  as  the  action  of  said  board,  was  received  by 
the  Department  as  a  valid  acceptance  of  said  provisions,  and  the  validity  thereof 
subsequently  recognized  by  the  Department  and  Congress,  the  road  constructed 
and  titles  vested  on  the  faith  of  that  transaction. 

The  grant  is  not  controlled  by  the  designation  of  the  general  route  but  by  the  defi- 
nite location  of  the  road,  and  the  departure  of  the  company  in  its  location  and 
construction  of  the  road  from  the  line  of  general  route,  as  designated  by  the 
map  of  1%6,  does  not  work  an  abridgement  of  the  grant. 

The  President's  acceptance  and  approval  of  the  road,  as  constructed  on  its  line  of 
definite  location  west  of  Fort  Riley  to  the  one  hundredth  meridian  of  longi- 
tude, meets  the  statutory  requirement  that  such  route  shall  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  President,  as  the  map  of  said  route  was  accepted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  the  road  constructed  on  the  faith  of  said  acceptance. 

Directions  given  for  the  issuance  of  patents. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  June  28, 

1890. 

• 

By  letter  of  December  17, 1887,  your  office  sabmitted  a  statement 
relative  to  the  suspension  of  patents  for  lands  iu  the  State  of  Kansas 
granted  by  "acts  of  July  1,  1862,  and  July  2, 1864,  to  the  Leavenworth, 
Pawnee  and  Western,  afterwards  the  Kansas  Pacific  railroad  company, 
now  known  as  the  Union  Pacific  railway  company,  Kansas  division." 

Said  report  states  that  "on  October  1, 1883,  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Kansas  addressed  a  letter  to  the- Department  in  which  after  referring 
to  petition  and  argument  respecting  said  grant  filed  in  the  Department 
by  Hon.  S.  J.  Crawford,  attorney  for  the  State'  and  to  the  fact  that  lists 
embracing  several  hundred  tnousand  acres  had  been,  or  were  about  to 
be  filed  in  this  office  for  certification,  regardless  of  the  failure  of  said 
company  to  comply  with  the  law  as  shown  by  Mr.  Crawford,  he  re- 
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quested  that  uo  more  lands  be  certified  to  the  railway  company  until 
the  grant  had  been  adjusted  according  to  law,  in  order  that  the  rights 
of  the  State  as  well  as  the  settlers  might  be  protected.  November  3, 
1883,  Hon.  S.  J.  Crawford  filed  in  this  office  a  printed  copy  of  his  pe- 
tition and  argument  referred  to  by  the  governor  and  asked  that  tbe 
issue  of  patents  to  said  company  be  suspended  until  the  questions  sub- 
mitted were  determined.'' 

It  appears  from  said  report  that  thereupon  an  order  directing  that 
the  issue  of  such  patents  be  suspended,  was  made  by  your  office. 

Said  report  further  states  tha^t : 

The  Union  Pacific  Railway  has,  since  1883,  filed  lists  of  selections  and  applications 
for  patents  for  upwards  of  800,000  acres  and  has  paid  the  fees  for  selecting  and  sur- 
veying the  same. 

On  the  22nd  October,  1886,  Messrs.  Shellabarger  and  Wilson,  of  this  city,  attorneys 
for  said  company,  requested  that  patents  for  such  of  the  selected  lands  an  were  clearly 
subject  to  the  company's  selection  be  issued  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 

Your  office  after  a  review  of  the  questions  presented  concluded  in 
said  report  that  the  points  raised  by  Mr.  Crawford  '^  do  not  reach  to 
the  right  of  the  company  to  the  lands  now  in  controversy,"  and  pro- 
posed, with  the  approval  of  the  Department,  to  prepare  and  submit  for 
approval  lists  of  the  selected  lands,  as  a  basis  for  patent. 

I  have  considered  the  questions  presented,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing : 

By  section  one  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1862,  (12  Stat., 
489),  the  Union  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  was  authorized  to  construct 
a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  one  hundredth  meridian  of  longitude 
west  from  Greenwich,  between  the  south  margin  of  the  valley  of  the 
Republican  Kiver  and  the  north  margin  of  the  valley  of  the  Platte 
River,  in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  to  the  western  boundary  of  Ne- 
vada Territory. 

By  section  seven  it  was  provided, 

That  within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act  said  company  shall  designate 
the  general  route  of  said  road,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  shall  file  a  map  of  tbe  same  in 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  whereupon  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  shall  cause 
the  lands  within  fifteen  miles  of  said  designated  route,  or  routes  to  be  withdrawn 
from  pre-emption  private  entry  and  sale;  and  when  any  portion  of  said  route  shall 
be  finally  located,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  cause  the  said  lands  hereinbefore 
granted  to  be  surveyed  and  set  off  as  fast  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  herein 
named.         * 

By  section  nine  thereof  the  Leavenworth,  Pawnee  and  Western  Rail- 
road Company  of  Kansas  was  authorized 

To  construct  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  river  at  the  mouth  of 
tbe  Kansas  river,  on  the> south  side  thereof,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  Pacific  Railroad 
of  Missouri,  to  tbe  aforesaid  point,  on  the  one  hundredth  meridian  of  longitude  west 
from  Greenwich,  as  herein  provided,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  all 
respects  as  are  provided  in  this  act  for  tbe  construction  of  the  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  first  mentioned. 
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Said  section  furtlier  provided  that  the  route  in  Kansas  west  of  the 
meridian  of  Fort  Riley  was  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  be  determined  by  him  on  actual  survey  and  the  company  was 
required  to  file  its  acceptance  of  the  conditions  of  said  act  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

It  is  urged  by.  Mr.  Crawford  that  said  compo^ny  failed  to  file  its  ac- 
ceptance of  said  grant,  under  seal,  and  is  therefore  disqualified  from 
receiving  the  lauds  granted. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  provision  in  section  seven  of  said  act, 
^'  That  said  company  shall  file  their  assent  to  this  act  under  the  seal  of 
said  company  in  the  Deplartment  of  the  Interior,"  applies  in  terms  only 
to  the  Union  Pacific  Company.  The  road  in  question  is  not  mentioned 
until  section  nine  thereof  is  reached,  and  that  section  provides  that  it 
shall  file  its  '^  acceptance  of  the  conditions  of  this  act  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act.^' 
The  requirement  of  the  seal  is  omitted. 

But  if  this  is  not  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  objection,  the  records  of 
the  Department  show  that  on  ^November  24,  1862,  a  resolution  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Leavenworth  Pawnee  and  Western  railroad 
company  was  received,  transmitted  by  J.  H.  McDowell,  president  of  the 
company,  and  certified  by  the  secretary  thereof,  as  taken  by  him  from 
the  books  of  the  company,  accepting  the  provisions  of  said  act.  This 
resolution  was  accepted  by  the  Department  as  a  proper  one,  and  its  re- 
ceipt acknowledged.  Subsequently,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  the  Department  transmitted  a  copy  of  said  resolution  to  that 
body,  on  March  4,  1864,  pending  the  passage  of  the  amendatory  act  of 
that  year  increasing  the  grant  to  said  company.  The  validity  of  the  ac- 
ceptance has  never  been  questioned.  The  Department  has  acted  on  it, 
the  road  has  been  built,  and  Congress  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  the  acceptance,  has  conferred  additional  grants  on  the 
company. 

The  government  in  two  of  its  branches^  and  the  company  have  treated 
the  acceptance  as  valid  and  titles  have  vested  on  the  faith  of  that  trans- 
action. As  between  them  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  validity  of 
the  acceptance.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  questioned  that  a  corporation 
may  bind  itself  by  acts  not  under  seal.  It  is  well  settled  in  the  United 
States  that  the  acts  of  a  corporation  evidenced  by  vote  are  as  completely 
binding  upon  it,  and  are  as  complete  authority'  to  its  agents,  as  the 
most  solemn  acts  done  under  its  corporate  seal.  Angell  and  Ames  on 
Corporatious,  section  257.  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Dandridge,  12 
Wheat.,  64;  2  Kent  Com.j  288;  Garrison  v.  Combs,  22  Am.,  Dec.  120» 
(7  J.  J.  Marshall  84,  Kentucky). 

The  conditions  of  the  amendatory  act  of  1864  were  accepted  by  the 
company,  under  seal. 

The  main  objection  urged  against  the  issue  of  patents  has  reference 
to  a  change  of  the  route  of  the  road.  The  following  recital  of  facts  be- 
comes necessary. 
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By  letter  dated  Jaly  2,  1862,  Mr.  Tliomas  Ewing,  as  attorney  for  the 
Leavenworth,  Pawnee,  and  Western  railroad  company,  filed  in  your 
office  a  map  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  on 
which  was  indicated  in  pencil,  the  "probable"  route  of  the  road  from 
a  point  on  the  Kansas  river  opposite  the  town  of  Lawrence,  thence  up 
said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  ivepublican  river  thence  up  that  river  to 
the  100th  meridian  of  longitude.  On  July  17,  1862,  the  local  officers 
for  the  proper  land  districts  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  were  directed  to 
withdraw  the  lands  within  fifteen  miles  of  said  probable  route  from  set- 
tlement and  entry.  This  withdrawal  was  subsequently  modified  so  as 
to  open  the  lands  in  the  even  numbered  sections  to  entry  under  the  pre- 
emption and  homestead  laws  at  the  double  minimum  price. 

By  said  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2,  1864,  (13  Stat.,  356)  the  act 
of  July  1, 1862  was  amended  so  as  to  increase  the  grant  to  ten  sections 
pe{*  mile,  to  be  taken  within  a  limit  of  twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  and  to  provide  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  odd  sections  within 
twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  on  filing  map  of  general  route. 

By  section  five  of  said  act  the  time  for  designc|.ting  the  general  route 
of  said  railroad,  and  of  filing  the  map  of  the  same,  and  the  time  for  the 
completion  of  that  part  of  the  railroads  required  by  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  1862  of  each  company,  was  extended  one  year  from  the  time  des- 
ignated in  the  act  of  1862. 

On  July  1,  1865,  a  map  showing  the  general  route  of  the  road  in  ques- 
tion from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  one  hundredth  meridian  of  west 
longitude,  was  filed.  The  line  shown  upon  said  map  was  almost  iden- 
tical with  the  line  of  '*  probable  route  "  designated  by  the  map  filed  by 
Mr.  Ewing  in  1862.  The  map  was  referred  to  your  office  for  appropriate 
action  and  with  your  office  letter  of  July  3,  1865,  returned  to  the  De- 
partment, with  the  recommendation  that  as  the  odd  sections  within  fif- 
teen miles  of  the  line  shown  thereon  were  already  withdrawn,  no  fur- 
ther withdrawal  should  be  ordered  until  the  road  had  been  surveyed 
and  located  and  a  map  thereof  filed  in  the  Department.  No  further 
withdrawal  was  made  at  that  time. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  3, 1866,  (14  Stat.,  79)  amendatory 
of  said  act  of  1864,  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  eastern  divis- 
ion was  authorized  to  designate  the  general  route  of  its  road,  and  file 
a  map  of  the  same,  at  any  time  before  December  1st,  1866,  and  upon  the 
filing  of  said  map  of  general  route,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was 
directed  to  withdraw  from  sale  the  lands  along  the  entire  line,  so  far  as 
the  same  might  be  designated.  It  was  provided,  however,  that  said 
company  should  connect  its  road  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  but 
not  at  a  point  more  than  fifty  miles  westwardly  from  the  meridian  of 
Denver. 

On  July  11,  1866,  the  company  filed  a  map  designating  the  gen- 
eral route  of  its  road  from  Fort  Riley,  up.  the  Smoky  Hill  River,  to  the 
western  boundary  of  Kansas,  whereupon  the  odd  sections  within  twenty- 
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five  miles  of  such  route  were  withdrawn  from  entry  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  in  November  following,  such  of  the  lands 
withdrawn  along  the  route  up  the  Republican  as  were  not  within  twen- 
ty-five miles  of  the  new  route  were  restored  to  settlement  and  entry. 

The  road  west  of  Fort-  Riley  was  definitely  located  in  sections,  the 
maps  of  which  were  filed  as  follows: 

From  Fort  Riley  to  Fort  Harker,  May  8,  1867. 

From  Fort  Harker  to  Fort  Hays,  Sept.  21,  1867. 

From  Fort  Hays  to  the  335th  mile  post,  Dec.  6th,  1867. 

From  the  335th  to  the  405th  mile  post.  May  6th,  1870. 

From  the  405th  mile  post  to  Denver,  Oolo.,  May  26,  1870. 
The  line  of  definite  location  as  shown  upon  these  maps  is  not  iden- 
tical with  the  line  of  general  route,  the  distance  between  the  two  lines 
au^ounting  in  some  places  to  as  much  as  twenty-five  miles. 

Following  the  filing  of  these  maps  the  withdrawal  previously  ordered 
on  the  line  of  general  route  was  adjusted  to  the  line  of  definite  loba- 
tion,  i.  e.,  such  of  the  lands  within  the  twenty-five  mile  limits  of  the 
withdrawal  on  general  route  as  were  not  within  twenty  miles  of  the  line 
of  definite  location  were  restored  to  entry,  and  at  the  same  time  such 
of  the  lands  within  twenty  miles  of  the  line  of  definite  location  as  were 
not  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  on  general  route  were  with- 
drawn for  the  benefit  of  the  grant. 

It  is  urged  that  the  action  of  the  company  in  departing  from  its  line 
of  general  route,  and  locating  and  constructing  its  road  upon  another 
and  different  route,  was  an  abandonment  of  its  grant  to  the  extent  of 
such  departure,  or  at  least  an  abandonment  of  such  lands  as  are  out- 
side the  withdrawal  on  general  route,  though  within  the  withdrawal  on 
definite  location. 

This  question  is  very  thoroughly  considered  by  your  office  in  said  re- 
port, as  follows : 

If  the  desi^uatioii  of  the  line  of  1866  was  snch  a  designation  of  the  line  of  the  road 
that  the  right  of  the  company  thereby  attached  to  the  odd  numbered  sections  along 
such  line,  it  follows  that  such  line  coald  not  afterwards  be  changed  so  as  to  affect  the 
grant  without  the  consent  of  Congress.    Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals,  106  U.  S  ,  360. 

The  question  then  is  whether  the  right  of  the  company  attached  to  lands  along  the 
line  of  1866  upon  the  filing  of  the  map  designating  the  same. 

The  grant  to  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company  is  of  the  alternate  odd  num- 
bered sections  within  twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  its  road,  "  not  sold,  reserved,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  Uuited  States,  and  to  which  a  homestead  or  pre-emption 
claim  may  not  have  attached  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  roadie  definitely  fixed  " 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1862,  as  amended  by  act  of  July  2,  1864, 
lirovides: 

''That  within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act  said  company  shall  designate 
the  general  routs  of  same  in  the  Departmout  of  the  Interior,  whereupon  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  shall  cause  the  lands  within  twenty-five  miles  of  said  desig. 
nated  route  or  routes  to  be  withdrawn  from  pre-emption,  private  entry  and  sale.^' 

Here,  apparently,  are  two  separate  and  distinct  lines;  first,  a  preliminary  or  gen- 
eral line,  to  be  followed  by  a  withdrawal  of  the  odd  sections  within  twenty-five  miles 
thereof,  and,  second,  a  final  or  definite  line  the  designation  of  which  identifies,  and 
attaches  the  company's  right  to  the  granted  lands. 
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Until  the  line  of  the  road  was  definitely  fixed  the  grant  was  in  the  nature  of  a  float 
requiring  a  definite  location  to  attach  or  anchor  it  to  the  particular  sections  granted. 

In  the  ease  of  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  v,  Danmeyer,  (113  U.  S.,  629),  the  supreme 
court,  discussing  the  grant  to  said  company,  distinguished  between  the  general  route 
and  the  definite  location,  and  defined  the  purpose  and  effect  of  each,  and  its  decision 
^n  that  case  is  conclusive  of  the  question  involved  herein.  Speaking  of  the  line  of 
definite  location  the  court  said : 

"  Wherever  the  road  might  go  the  grant  was  limited  originally  to  five  sections,  and, 
by  the  amendment  of  1864,  to  ten  sections  on  each  side  of  it  within  the  limit  of  twenty 
miles." 

*'  When  the  line  was  fixed,  which  we  have  already  said  was  by  the  act  of  filing  this 
map  of  definite  location  in  the  General  Land  Office,  then  the  criterion  was  established 
by  which  the  lands  to  which  the  road  had  a  right  were  to  be  determined.  Topo- 
graphically this  determined  which  were  the  ten  alternate  sections  on  each  side  of  that 
line  where  the  surveys  had  then  been  made." 

And  in  the  case  of  Buttz  v.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  (119  U.  S.,  55),  the  court 
said: 

"The  act  of  Congress  not  only  contemplates  the  filing  by  the  company  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  a  map  showing  the  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  line  of  its  road,  and  limits  the  grant  to  such  alternate  sections  as  have  not, 
at  that  time,  been  reserved,  sold,  granted,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  and  are  free 
from  pre-emption,  grant,  or  other  claims  of  rights,  but  it  also  contemplates  a  prelimi- 
nary designation  of  the  general  route  of  the  road,  and  the  exclusion  from  sale,  entry 
or  pre-emption  of  the  adjoining  odd  sections,  within  forty  miles  on  each  side,  until 
the  definite  location  is  made." 

These  and  similar  decisions  h  old  that  the  designation  of  the  general  route  in  no  way 
controlled  the  grant,  and  that  its  purpose  was  to  preserve  the  lands  Irom  other  ap- 
propriation until  the  road  could  be  definitely  located.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co.,  v, 
Dnnmeyer;  Buttz  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  supra;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co., 
10  C  L.  O.,  74. 

In  the  Dnnmeyer  case,  the  supreme  court,  discussing  the  effect  of  the  filing  of  the 
map  of  general  route  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway,  said : 

"  This  action  does  not  like  the  filing  of  the  line  of  definite  location,  vest  in  the 
company  a  right  to  any  specific  piece  of  land.  It  establishes  no  claim  to  any  par- 
ticular section  with  an  odd  number.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  to  withdraw  certain 
lands  from  sale,  pre-emption,  etc." 

The  grant  being  of  the  odd  numbered  sections  within  twenty  miles  of  the  line  of 
definite  location,  and  no  right  to  any  specific  lands  being  vested  dn  the  company  by 
the  designation  of  the  general  route,  it  followE  that  in  fixing  its  definite  location, 
the  company  was  not  necessarily  required  to  conform  to  the  line  of  general  route. 

Said  report  further  traly  states  that, — 

This  Department  has  uniformly  permitted  a  change  of  line  after  filing  of  a  map  of 
general  route,  and  after  such  change  has  adjusted  the  withdrawal  on  general  route 
to  the  line  of  definite  location. 

I  concar  in  the  conclasion  reached  by  yonr  office  on  this  point. 

Again  it  is  arged  that  the  designation  of  the  route  west  of  Fort 
Biley  and  the  withdrawal  thereon  were  illegal  because  that  portion  of 
the  route  was  not  approved  by  the  President,  and  that  consequently 
the  grant  west  of  Fort  Riley  has  failed. 

It  is  said  that,  ^^  In  ordering  the  unauthorized,  unlawful,  and  forbid- 
den withdrawal  of  July  11,  1866,  Secretary  Harlan,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  Commissioner  Edmunds,  seems  to  have  disregarded  all 
statutory  requirements,  legal  principles,  and  advisory  opinions.  In 
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support  of  this  objection  the  opinion  of  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Smith  of  October  3, 1871,  approved  by  Secretary  Delano,  (I  C.  L.  L., 
365),  is  cited. 

That  opinion  held  that  the  Kansas  Pacific  did  not  acquire  a  right  to 
lands  west  of  the  meridian  ot  Fort  Riley  under  the  act  of  1862,  be- 
cause its  route  was  not  approved  by  the  President,  but  that  it  did  ac- 
quire such  right  by  tbe  third  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1869,  (15 
Stat.,  324).  To  tbis  it  must  be  answered  that  said  opinion  is  in  con- 
flict with  that  of  the  United  States  supreme  court,  delivered  in  1878, 
in  the  case  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  Company  v. 
Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company,  (97  U.  S.,  491).  The  court  there  held 
(syllabus)  that  by  the  act  of  July  3,  1866  (14  Stat.,  79),  the  Kansas 
Pacific  railway  company 

was  authorized  to  designate  the  general  route  of  its  road,  and  to  file  a  map  there- 
of at  any  time  before  December  1,  1866 :  Provided,  that  after  the  filing  of  the  map 
the  lands  along  its  entire  line  so  far  as  designated,  should  be  reserved  from  sale  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Within  the  specified  time,  the  company  filed  a  map 
desifi^nating  as  such  general  route  a  line  from  Fort  Riley  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Kansas,  by  way  of  the  Smoky  Hill  river.  The  lands  upon  this  route  embracing 
among  others,  those  now  in  controversy,  were  accordingly  withdrawn  from  sale ; 
and  in  January,  1867,  the  road  was  completed  for  twenty  five  miles,  approved  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  it,  and  accepted  by  the  President.  Held,  1. 
That  the  title  ot  the  company  attaehing  to  those  lauds  by  the  location  of  the  road, 
followed  by  the  construction  thereof,  took  ^fiect,  by  relation,  as  of  the  date  of  the 
said  act  of  1H62,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  intervening  claimants,  except  in  the  cases  where 
reservations  were  specially  made  in  it,  and  the  amendatory  act  of  1864.  The  lands 
there  in  question  lay  west  of  Fort  Riley. 

The  provision  of  tbe  statute  on  this  point  is,  ^'  The  route  in  Kansas, 
west  of  the  meridian  of  Fort  Kiley,  to  the  aforesaid  point,  on  the  one 
hundredth  meridian  of  longitude,  to  be  subject  to  the  approV^al  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  determined  by  him  on  actual 
survey.'' 

The  route  of  1866  was  not  approved  by  the  President  in  person. 
The  company  however,  constructed  its  road  upon  the  line  of  definite 
location  and  the  same  was  accepted  and  approved  by  the  President. 
This  would  appear  to  meet  the  requirement  of  the  granting  act  inde- 
pendently of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court.  The  map  of  the  route 
was  filed  and  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  on  the 
faith  of  this  tbe  road  was  built.  The  President  never  disapproved  of 
the  route. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  it  is  evident  that  the  Department,  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1866,  treated  this  provision  as  not  extending 
to  the  new  route  authorized  by  said  act,  but  as  still  applicable  to  the 
abandoned  route  up  the  Republican  where  an  actual  survey  and  ap- 
proval by  the  President  was  required  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  of  bonds  of  the  United  States  to  which  the  company  would 
have  been  entitled  had  it  constructed  its  road  upon,  that  route,  it  being 
restricted  to  that  amount  by  the  terms  of  the  act  of  1866. 
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A  survey  of  the  roate  from  Fort  Riley  to  a  connection  with  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  at  the  100th  meridian  was  accordingly  made  daring 
the  Slimmer  of  1868,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior, by  Brevet  Major  O.  W.  Howell,  Oapt.  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  Army, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  ^<  the  most  direct  and  practicable  route 
for  a  railroad  upon  the  route  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1862,"  which  survey,  together  with  the  recommendation  of  Secretary 
Browning  that  the  amoant  nf  bonds  to  be  issued  to  said  company  in 
aid  of  the  constraction  of  its  road  along  the  new  route  be  restricted  to 
the  length  of  the  old  route  as  ascertained  by  said  survey,  was  approved 
by  the  President  October  30, 1868. 

Said  report  farther  says : 

m 

I  deem  it  proper,  however,  to  add  that  the  Paciiic  Railway  commission  has  called 
for  much  information  from  this  office  in  respect  to  the  status  of  grants  of  land  to  the 
Pacific  R.  R.  corporations,  and  I  have  understood  that  some  recommendation  may 
potfflibly  be  made  to  Congress  by  said  commission  touching  the  control  or  disposition 
of  unpatented  lands.  I  am  not  advised  of  the  nature  of  the  report  that  has  been 
made  by  the  commission,  but  I  chink  it  proper  to  submit  for  yonr  consideration  the 
question  of  the  expediency  of  deferring  the  perfection  of  railroad  titles  by  issue  of 
further  patents  to  the  companies  which  are  in  default  in  their  indebtedness  to  the 
United  States,  pending  the  report  of  the  commission,  or  of  action  by  Congress  in  the 
matter  of  the  adjustment  of  such  indebtedness.  * 

The  facts  with  reference  to  this  matter  are  as  follows:  Pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1887,  (24  Stat.,  488). 
The  United  States  Pacific  Railway  commission  on  April  17,  1887,  was 
appointed  by  the  President.  The  act  was  entitled,  ''  An  act  authoriz- 
ing an  investigation  of  the  books,  accounts,  and  methods  of  railroads 
which  have  received  aid  from  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." The  report  of  the  commission  was  submitted  to  Oougress  with 
a  message  from  the  President  dated  January  17, 1888. 

• 

The  message  was  devoted  largely  to  the  question  of  the  indebtedness 
of  said  companies  to  the  government.    It  says  : 

The  majority  of  the  commission  are  in  favor  of  an  extension  of  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  government  indebtedness  of  these  companies,  upon  certain  conditions. 
But  the  chairman  of  the  commission,  presenting  the  minority  report,  recommends, 
both  npon  principle  and  policy,  the  institution  of  proceedings  for  the  forfeiture  of 
the  charters  of  the  corporations  and  the  winding  np  of  their  affairs. 

In  reference  to  the  land  grants  the  President  said  : 

I  desire  to  call  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  if  all  that  was  to  be  done  on  the  part 
of  the  government  to  fully  vest  in  these  companies  the  grants  and  advantages  con- 
templated by  the  acts  passed  in  their  interest  has  not  yet  been  perfected,  and  if  the 
failure  of  such  companies  to  perform  in  good  faith  their  part  of  the  contract  justifies 
such  a  course,  the  power  rests  with  the  Congress  to  withhold  further  performance  on 
the  part  of  the  government.  If  donated  lands  are  not  yet  granted  to  these  companies, 
and  if  thHr  violation  of  contract  and  of  duty  are  such  as  in  justice  and  morals  forfeit 
their  rights  to  such  lauds,  CongresMional  action  should  intervene  to  prevent  farther 
consummation.  Executive  power  must  be  exercised  according  to  existing  laws,  and 
executive  discretion  is  probably  not  broad  enough  to  reach  such  difficulties. 
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With  all  the  facts  and  the  recommendations  of  the  President  before 
it,  the  Fiftieth  Congress  expired  withont  enacting  any  farther  legisla- 
tion on  this  snbject. 

I  have  thns  carefully  examined  all  the  objections  arged  suggested 
against  the  issuance  of  the  patents  here  in  question  and  have  found  no 
reason  to  justify  the  further  suspension  of  the  same.  The  road  has  been 
completed,  the  selections  have  been  made,  and  the  fees  paid,  and  the 
objections  urged  are  not  founded  in  law.  There  are  no  adverse  claims^ 
I,  therefore,  concur  in  the  proposal  of  your  office  that  proper  lists  of 
the  selected  lands  be  prepared  and  submitted  for  approval,  as  a  basis 
for  patent. 

The  existing  law  on  this  subject  is  found  in  the  fourth  section  of  said 
act  of  1862,  as  follows : 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  said  company  shaU  have  completed  forty 
consecutive  miles  of  any  portion  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line^  ready  for  the 
service  contemplated  by  this  act,  and  supplied  with  all  necessary  drains,  culverts, 
viaducts,  crossings,  sidings,  bridges,  turn-outs,  watering-places,  depots,  equipments, 
furniture,  and  all  other  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  railroad,  the  rails  and  all  the 
other  iron  used  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  said  road  to  be  American  manu- 
facture of  the  best  quality,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  examine  the  same  and  report  to  him  in  relation  thereto ;  and  if  It  shall 
appear  to  him  that  forty  consecutive  miles  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line  have 
been  completed  and  equipped  in  all  respects  as  required  by  this  act,  then,  upon 
certificate  of  said  commissioners  to  that  effect,  patents  shall  issue  conveying  the 
right  and  title  to  said  lands  to  said  company,  on  each  side  of  the  road  as  far  as  the 
same  is  completed,  to  the  amount  aforesaid ;  and  patents  shall  in  like  manner  issue 
as  each  forty  miles  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line  are  completed,  upon  certificate 
of  said  commissioners. 


OSAGE  liAND-FINAIi  PROOF. 

EwiNa  V.  Ghilbebs. 

The  fact  that  the  receiver's  receipt  is  dated  one  day  beyond  the  six  months  from  the 
time  of  making  Osage  filing  is  not  such  an  irregularity  as  will  defeat  the  entry, 
where  the  proof  and  final  affidavit  were  made  within  said  period  and  good  faith 
is  otherwise  apparent. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  July  29, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  William  H.  Childers  from  yoar  office 
decision  of  December  19, 1888,  in  which  you  reject  his  final  proof  ou 
his  Osage  declaratory  statement  !No.  6376,  for  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  10,  T. 
27  S.,  R.  12  W.,  Larned,  Kansas,  and  hold  his  filing  for  cancellation. 

He  made  his  filing  on  said  tract  on  November  14, 1884,  alleging  set- 
tlement September  10th  of  that  year. 

Joanna  E.  Ewing  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  5726,  oa 
October  6, 1884,  for  the  S.  J  SE.  i  and  B.  i  SW.  \  of  the  same  section, 
alleging  settlement  September  15,  1884.    She  made  her  final  proof  be- 
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fore  A.  S.  Fay,  probate  jadge  of  Pratt  county,  Kansas,  on  April  4, 
1885,  and  obtained  the  receiver's  receipt  So.  5012  for  the  first  payment) 
dated  April  7, 1885. 

On  January  28, 1885,  Ghilders  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make 
final  proof  on  March  25,  1885,  and  Ewing  filed  protest  against  allowing 
Ohilders'  proof  as  being  in  confiict  with  her  filing  as  to  the  E.  i  SW.  ^ 
of  said  section. 

Hearing  was  had  on  Ewing's  protest,  and  on  February  25, 1887,  the 
register  and  receiver  held  for  rejection  the  final  proof  of  Ghilders,  and 
on  appeal  you  affirm  that  judgment. 

The  facts  found  by  the  local  office  and  also  by  your  said  office  de- 
cision are  fully  set  out,  and,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  testi- 
mony, I  find  sucli  statements  substantially  correct. 

The  testimony  shows  that  Ghilders  purchased  the  improvements  on 
«aid  tract  from  one  Huston  about  September  1, 1884.  The  improve- 
ments consisted  of  a  ^^  dug-out,"  which  Ghilders  describes  as  ^^  about  six 
feet  high;  had  a  door  four  feet  high,  a  knob  lock  and  good  hinges;  it 
was  dug  down  three  and  a  half  or  four  feet."  The  proof  shows  it  was  not 
in  a  habitable  condition  during  the  winter ;  and  while  he  called  it  his 
home,  the  most  he  did,  up  to  the  time  he  made  his  proof,  was  to  make 
occasional  visits  to  it. 

Ewing  made  her  home  on  the  land  from  September  1, 1884,  with  oc- 
casional absences  therefrom ;  these  absences  being  for  the  purpose  of 
making  money  to  pay  for  the  land  were  clearly  excusable ;  her  improve- 
ments were  ample ;  her  good  faith  manifest. 

It  is  insisted  that  she  did  not  make  her  proof  and  payment  within  six 
months  after  filing  her  declaratory  statement,  as  required  in  proceed- 
ings to  obtain  Osage  lands.  She  filed  her  declaratory  statement  Octo- 
ber 6, 1884 ;  she  made  her  proof  April  4, 1885,  and  the  receiver's  receipt 
for  the  first  installment  of  850  is  dated  April  7,  1885.  The  fact  of  the 
receivei^s  receipt  being  dated  one  day  beyond  the  six  months  from  the 
time  of  making  an  Osage  filing  is  not  such  an  irregularity  as  will  defeat 
the  entry,  where  it  is  shown  the  proof  and  final  affidavit  were  made 
within  the  six  months,  and  good  faith  is  otherwise  apparent. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— RECORD  OP  PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  LOCAL  OFFICE. 

SPEBLINa  V.  McOtUEvr, 

Iq  bearings  before  the  local  officers,  or  otber  matters  that  come  before  them  officially , 

the  record  of  such  proceediugs  should  show  with  exactness  the  dates  when  papers 

are  filed,  or  any  actions  are  taken  by  them. 
A  rehearing  is  required  where  the  record  of  proceedings  in  a  contest  is  indefinite, 

and  it  cannot  be  determined  therefrom  whether  the  defendant  had  due  notice  of 

the  day  set  for  hearing. 
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First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerat 

Land  Office^  July  29, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Benj.  H.  McGrew  from  th^  decision 
of  yoar  office,  dated  January  14, 1889,  in  the  case  of  A.  D.  Sperling  v, 
said  McGrew,  holding  for  cancellation  McGrew's  timber  culture  entry 
for  the  SE.  J,  Sec.  25,  T.  34  K.,  R.  47  W.,  (Valentine  series)  Ohadron 
land  district,  Nebraska. 

This  entry  was  made  April  8,  1884,  and  on  April  10, 1886,  Sperling 
initiated  contest  against  the  same,  alleging  that  claimant  had  '^failed 
to  cultivate  or  partially  cultivate  the  tirst  year's  breaking  as  required 
by  law,  and  has  not  cured  the  laches  up  to  this  date,  and  has  put  the 
said  timber  claim  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  for  sale." 

It  is  further  alleged  that  he  (cont4>«tant)  had  made  personal  inquiry 
and  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Bordeaux,  the  entryman's  last 
known  place  of  residence  in  Nebraska  and  after  due  diligence  personal 
service  could  not  be  had.  Thereupon  a  hearing  was  ordered  for  July 
14, 1886,  depositions  of  witnesses  to  be  taken  July  7,  1886,  before  a 
notary  public  of  Ghadron,  notice  of  said  hearing  to  be  given  claimant 
by  publication. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  taking  of  depositions  the  contestant 
appeared  in  person  and  with  his  witnesses.  The  entryman  appeared 
by  attorney  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  case  on  the  ground  of  defective 
notice.  Contestant  and  his  witnesses  were  sworn  and  testified  and 
were  cross-examined  by  claimant's  attorney.  No  testimony  was  offered 
in  behalf  of  the  entry. 

July  16,  1886,  the  local  officers,  after  considering  the  case  held  that 
personal  service  of  the  notice  of  hearing  could  have  been  made  upon 
the  claimant,  and  that  as  his  name  was  published  in  the  notice  as  Mc- 
Grea  instead  of  McGrew,  and  as  the  eWdence  failed  to  show  his  good 
faith,  they  recommended  that  the  contest  be  dismissed. 

From  this  finding  the  contestant  appealed,  and  on  June  30, 1888,. 
your  office  remanded  the  case  for  further  hearing  because  of  said  de- 
fective notice. 

September  25, 1888,  was  set  for  the  re-hearing  and  claimant  was  per- 
sonally served  with  notice  of  the  same  by  the  sheriff  of  Dawson  county^ 
Nebraska. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  trial  both  parties  appeared  at  the  local  office, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  testimony  was  then  taken.  The  case 
appears  to  have  been  continued  until  October  24, 1888,  at  whose  in- 
stance,  or  for  what  reason,  is  not  shown  by  the  record. 

On  said  September  25, 1888,  however,  a  second  affidavit  of  contest 
was  made  by  the  contestant.  This  affidavit  was  not  executed  before 
the  register  or  receiver,  and  does  not  on  its  face  |)urport  to  be  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  affidavit  of  contest,  and  its  allegations  are  entirely 
different. 
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When  said  additional  or  new  affidavit  was  filed  is  not  shown  by  the 
I'ecord,  bnt  it  seems  to  have  been  treated  by  the  local  office  as  an 
amended  affidavit,  aud  sets  forth  that 

the  said  entryman  has  failed  to  plant  timber^  treea,  seeds  or  cattings,  daring  the  year 
ending  1888,  upon  the  second  five  acres.  The  second  five  acres  has  not  been  culti- 
vated this  year  except  to  plant  a  patch  of  potatoes,  no  seeds  or  trees  have  been 
planted  since  1886,  and  the  breaking  was  growing  up  to  weeds  and  grass  and  that 
ooe  James  Striker  claimed  to  have  purchased  the  same  conditional. 

On  October  24, 1888,  the  day  to  which  the  hearing  appears  to  have 
been  continued,  testimony  was  submitted  by  contestant  on  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  both  the  affidavits  of  contest.  Gontestee  did  not 
appear  at  said  hearing. 

November  10, 1888,  his  attorney  filed  a  motion  for  re-hearing,  alleging 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  day  set  for  the  hearing  until  after  October 
24, 1888,  when  he  received  a  letter  from  his  client  instructing  him  to 
defend  his  rights  in  the  premises. 

The  local  officers  overruled  said  motion  and  on  November  24,  188S, 
claimant  appealed  and  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  office 
and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  whereupon  claimant  appealed  to 
this  Department. 

Eeferring  to  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  of  October  24, 1888, 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  it  is  in  the  handwriting  of  F.  M.  Dorrington,  who 
was  at  the  time  contestant's  attorney.  The  record  as  a  whole,  in  this 
case,  is,  to  m^' mind,  indefinite  aud  unsatisfactory  in  many  respects.  As 
already  indicated,  >t  does  not  show  when  the  second  affidavit  of  contest 
was  filed  and  the  only  evidence  of  service  of  notice,  under  said  affidavit, 
is  the  sworn  statement  of  the  attorney  for  contestant,^Mr.  Dorrington* 
Against  this  is  the  statement  of  claimant's  attorney  in  his  motion  for 
re-hearing,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  day  set  for  hearing  until  after 
said  day  had  passed. 

Under  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  a  further  hearing  should  bo  had.  The  decision  appealed  from  is, 
therefore,  set  aside,  and  the  case  is  returned  to  your  office  for  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  such  hearing. 

The  two  affidavits  of  contest  herein  referred  to  may  be  treated  as 
consolidated  and  as  together  containing  the  charges  to  be  met  by  the 
entryman  at  the  further  hearing  above  directed. 

Id  this  connection  I  deem  it  proper  to  suggest  that  you  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  local  officers  to  the  necessity  for  making  their  records  com- 
plete in  the  matters  which  come  before  them  officially,  in  the  way  of 
hearings,  or  otherwise.  It  will  be  observed  that  most  of  the  difficulty 
found  in  this  case  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  local  officers  did  not 
properly  note  the  dates  of  filing  papers  and  of  actions  taken  by  them^ 
at  the  several  steps  in  the  progress  of  the  case. 
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MINERAL  ENTRY  -CONFLICTING  CLAIMS. 

Moss  BosE  Lode. 

A  mineral  entry  made  daring  the  existence  of  another  entry  for  the  same  tract  is  ir- 
regular, but  may  he  allowed  to  stand  on  the  cancellation  of  the  previous  entry. 

A  decision  of  the  Department  holding  an  entry  for  cancellation  ^*  wi^hont  prejudice 
to  the  claimant's  proceeding  de  novo  in  a  regular  manner/'  is  in  effect  only  a  per- 
mit to  the  claimant  to  renew  his  application  subject  to  all  adverse  rights. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  August 

2, 1890. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  Charles  H.  Pratt  from  your  office 
decision  of  May  16, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  mineral  entry  ^o. 
244,  made  November  19,  1887,  for  the  Moss  Rose  lode  claim  in  the  Gun- 
nison, Colorado,  land  district. 

It  appears  that  the  greater  part  of  the  ground  covered  by  said  entry 
was  also  embraced  in  mineral  entry  Ko.  150,  for  the  Sylvanite  No.  2 
lode  claim.  The  Sylvanite  application  was  filed  in  the  local  office  on 
April  13, 1885,  and  the  entry  allowed  July  11, 1885. 

On  September  10, 1885,  Pratt  filed  a  protest  against  the  Sylvanite 
entry,  alleging  inter  alia  that  (as  stated  by  your  office)  "  there  never 
was  any  plat  or  notice  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  claim  as 
required  by  law." 

Your  office,  after  a  hearing  had  to  determine  the  matter  thus  alleged, 
held  October  27,  1887,  the  Sylvanite  entry  for  cancellation  "  without 
prejudice  to  the  claimant's  proceeding  de  novo  in  a  regular  manner." 

This  action  was  on  appeal  sustained  by  the  departmental  decision  of 
December  19, 1888,  (7  L.  D.,  654),  which,  on  motion  for  review  was  ad- 
hered to  May  4,  1889  (8  L.  D.,  457). 

The  Moss  Rose  application  was  filed  November  21, 1885,  and  during 
the  statutory  period  was  ad  versed  by  the  Sylvanite  claimants.  The  re- 
sulting suit  was  subsequently,  August  23, 1886,  dismissed  by  agreement 
of  counsel. 

It  appearing  that  the  Moss  Rose  application  was  made  during  the 
existence  of  the  Sylvanite  entry  your  office  by  the  decision  appealed 
from  held  that  the  entry  (Moss  Rose)  in  question  was  invalid  and  should 
be  canceled. 

I  am  not  favorably  impressed  with  this  view  of  the  case. 

An  entry,  though  made  when  land  was  not  subject  to  appropriation, 
on  the  removal  of  the  bar  may  be  allowed  to  stand.  Schrotberger  t. 
Arnold  (6  L.  D.,  425).    See  also  E.  S.  Newman  (8  L.  D.,  448). 

The  allowance  of  the  Moss  Rose  entry  during  the  existence  of  the 
Sylvanite,  may  have  been  irregular,  but  the  latter  has  been  canceled 
by  order  of  the  Department  and  so  far  as  the  record  discloses  the  ques- 
tion is  between  appellant  and  the  government.  It  was,  however,  fur- 
thermore held  by  your  office  that  the  allowance  of  the  Moss  Rose  entry 
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woald  operate  to  defeat  tbe  ^^  manifest  intention"  of  the  Department 
in  affirming  (as  stated)  the  judgment  of  your  office  whereby  the  Sylvan- 
ite  entry  was  held  for  the  cancellation  <^  without  prejudice  to  the  claim- 
ant's proceeding  de  novo  in  a  regular  manner,"  or  in  other  words,  that 
under  said  judgment  the  Sylvanite  claimants  were  entitled  to  renew 
their  application  and  pursue  the  same  to  entry  in  preference  to  and 
without  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  appellant. 

The  Department  upon  a  proceeding  instituted  by  the  appellant  (a 
party  in  interest)  found  the  Sylvanite  entry  to  be  invalid  by  reason  of 
illegal  posting  of  notice  on  such  claim.  To  hold  the  appellant's  rights 
in  the  premises  inferior  to  those  of  the  Sylvanite  claimants  is  therefore, 
obvious  error.  The  effect  of  the  said  departmental  decision  was  simply 
to  permit  such  claimants  to  renew  their  application  subject  of  course 
to  all  adverse  rights. 

The  Moss  Rose  entry  (if  regular  in  other  respects),  will  in  accordance 
with  the  views  hereinbefore  expressed  remain  intact. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  reversed. 


rRE-EMPTION— SECOND  TILING- ALIEN. 

BlBTCH  V.  CUDDiaAN. 

A  declaratory  statement  filed  by  one  foreign  born,  who  ha9  not  made  a  declaration  of 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  becomes  valid  if  snch  declaration  is  made  prior  to 
the  intervention  of  a  valid  adverse  right. 

A  second  filing  will  only  be  allowed  where  the  claimant  by  reason  of  a  prior  or  ad- 
verse right  is  nnable  to  perfect  title  nnder  the  first. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  2, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  William  Guddigan  from  your  decision 
of  February  S,  18S9,  rejecting  his  claim  and  holding  for  cancellation 
his  declaratory  statement  for  the  8W.  J  of  N  W .  J  of  Sec.  27,  T.  46  ]S^., 
B.  8  W.,  Montrose,  Colorado. 

Said  filing  was  made  May  21, 1886,  al  legiug  settlement  August  1, 
1885. 

Ton  held  the  same  for  cancellation  as  illegal  for  the  reason  that  Gud- 
digan had,  at  Winona,  Minnesota,. on  September  13,  filed  a  declaratory 
statement  for  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  106,  li.  23,  alleging  settlement 
thereon  July  28,  1866. 

Appeal  is  taken  by  Guddigan  upon  the  ground  that  said  filing  was 
illegal  and  void,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  time  he  made  the  same  he 
was  not  qualified  to  do  so,  as  he  was  foreign  born  and  did  not  declare 
fais  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  until  December 
1, 1856,  hence  that  he  had  a  right  to  make  a  second  filing. 

The  tract  for  which  filing  was  made  was  approved   to  the  State  of 
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Minnesota,  December  1,  1862,  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1857,  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads. 

Oounsel  for  the  appellent  in  their  argument  say,  Ouddigan  declared 
his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  December  1, 1856,  *^  but  never  after- 
wards made  any  claim  to  the  land  on  which  his  illegal  and  void  filing 
had  been  ma  le.  He  did  not  ratify  his  first  act,  nor  claim  anything  un- 
der it,  but  abandoned  the  land,  which  was  subsequently  certified  to  the 
Transit  R.  14.  Co.,  under  act  of  March  3, 1857." 

In  my  opinion  the  evidence  in  the  case  does  not  sustain  this  view  - 
At  the  hearing  Cuddigan  testified  that  he  had  filed  for  land  in  Minne- 
sota, and  when  asked  why  he  was  not  able  to  prove  up  on  the  same  he 
answered, 

I  had  not  the  means,  I  was  burned  oat  and  lost  my  title  and  the  land  fell  to  a  rail- 
road company.  I  lost  by  the  fire  my  team  and  everything  I  had  and  as  a  result  I 
was  unable  to  pay  for  the  land  within  the  time  required  by  law,  my  filing  was  on  an. 
odd  section  within  a  railroad  grant  and  on  my  failure  it  fell  into  the  railroad's  hands. 

Ques.  When  you  filed  ou  this  land  yon  had  a  prior  right  to  the  land. 

Ann.  Yes. 

Ques.  And  their  right  did  not  accrue  until  your  rights  wore  forfeited. 

Ans.  They  had  no  rights  until  mine  were  forfeited. 

Ques.  At  the  time  you  settled  upon  the  laud  in  Minnesota  on  which  you  say  yoo 
made  your  filing  was  it  government  land  thrown  open  to  settlement  and  preemp- 
lion. 

Aus.  Yes. 

He  further  testified : 

Qaes.  Were  you  ever  notified  by.  the  land  offlue  in  Minnesota  of  the  cancellation  of 
your  filing  on  said  Sec.  9,  or  of  a  contest  of  that  filing. 
Ans.  No. 

Ques.  When  you  went  to  the  land  office  to  prove  up  what  did  the  register  tell  you. 
Ans.  He  told  me  to  go  homOi  I  had  lost  my  title,  that  the  ra'.lrojid  had  it. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  at  the  time  Cuddigan  declared  his  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  December  1, 1856,  he  was  asserting  a  claim  to  this 
land,  and  that  he  continued  to  assert  a  claim  to  the  same  until  after 
the  tract  was  held  to  have  inured  to  the  grant  for  railroad  purposes  un- 
der an  act  approved  months  after  he  became  qualified  to  perfect  title» 

It  is  a  well  established  principle  that  a  declaratory  statement  filed  by 
one  foreign  born,  who  has  not  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen, becomes  valid  upon  the  claimant  declaring  his  Intention  to  become 
a  citizen,  if  said  declaration  is  made  before  a  valid  adverse  right  inter- 
venes.   Mann  v.  Huk  (3  L.  D.,  452);  Soustilie  v.  Lowery  (6  L.  D.,  15). 

The  principle  is  also  established  that  a  second  filing  will  only  be  al- 
lowed when  the  claimant,  by  reason  of  a  prior  or  superior  right,  is  unable 
to  perfect  title  to  the  land.    Allen  v.  Baird  (6  L.  D.,  298). 

Applying  these  rules  to  Cuddigan  we  find  that  prior  to  the  initiation 
of  any  adverse  right  he  had  qualified  himself  to  perfect  title  to  the  land 
claimed  by  him,  and  for  which  he  had  made  a  filing,  and  that  his  failure 
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to  thas  perfect  title  was  notowlug  to  the  presence  of  any  adviBrse  claim 
or  right.    His  second  filing  was  therefore  illegal. 
Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


PURCHASE  PRIOR  TO  PATENT.— CONFLICTING  EQUITIES. 

Murphy  v.  Sanfobd. 

The  puTchaser  of  laud  prior  to  tho  issaaace  of  patdat  therefor  takes  aa  equity  oaly^ 
and  has  no  greater  or  differeat  right  than  the  entrymaa. 

The  protection  afforded  hy  equity  to  a  bona  dde  purchaser  without  notice  extends- 
ouly  to  a  purchaser  that  holds  the  legal  title. 

As  between  one  holding  under  a  pre-emption  entry,  where  by  mistake  the  patent 
failed  to  describe  the  land  actually  purchased,  and  another  claiming  under  a 
subsequent  location  of  such  land,  made  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  with  re- 
spect to  the  prior  purchase,  the  superior  equity  is  with  the  former,  and  patent 
shonld  issue  to  correct  the  mistake. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

2,  1890. 

I  bave  considered  the  case  of  John  Murphy  v,  Wayland  W.  Sanford 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  February  17, 1890,  hold- 
ing for  cancellation  the  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  of  Jay  C 
Bacon  for  the  NB.  \  of  the  S  W.  \  of  Sec.  4,  T.  48  N.,  R.  14  W.,  Ashland, 
Wisconsin  land  district. 

On  April  22, 1889,  Jay  0.  Bacon  made  soldier's  additional  homestead 
entry  for  said  land  and  on  the  next  day,  by  his  attorney  in  fact,  one 
Herbert  R.  Spencer,  conveyed  it  to  Wayland  W.  Sanford.  Afterwards 
Bacon  and  his  wife  executed  in  person  another  deed  conveying  said 
land  to  Sanford. 

On  Augnst  16, 1889,  the  local  officers  transmitted  the  affidavit  of  one 
John  H.  Murphy  setting  forth  that  he  was  the  owner  of  said  tract  of 
land  and  had  '^enjoyed  undisputed  poss.ession  and  occupancy  of  said 
tract  of  land  until  one  Jay  0.  Bacon  having  discovered  an  error  in  the 
United  States  patent  filed  an  additional  homestead  entry  for  the  NE.^ 
of  the  SW.  \  of  said  section"  and  that  his  ownership  and  possession  of 
said  land  were  facts  of  general  notoriety.    Afterwards  Murphy,  by  letter 
of  August  27,  1889,  transmitted  two  patents,  issued  to  Wellington 
Gregory,  one  dated  June  1, 1859  for  the  N  W.  J  of  the  S  W.  J  of  said  sec-^ 
tion,  based  upon  pre-emption  certificate  No.  327,  and  the  other  dated 
May  3, 1860,  for  the  SB.  ^  of  the  S  W.  J  and  the  W.  ^  of  the  S  W.  J  of  said 
section,  based  upon  military  bounty  land  warrant  Ko.  22,827.     At  the 
same  time  Murphy  transmitted  an  abstract  of  the  title  to  the  SW.  ^  of 
said  section  certified  by  one  "K.  W.  Lewis,  abstracter."    The  first  item 
in  this  abstract  is  as  follows: — 

The  book  of  original  entries  on  file  in  the  office  of  county  clerk  shows  that  the  SVV.^ 
of  Sec.  4,  T.  4tf,  R.  14,  was  entered  by  Wellington  Gregory  25  September  iS56. 
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Said  abstract  of  title  shows  also  the  following  conveyances  viz : — 

The  two  patents  hereinbefore  mentioned,  filed  for  record  May  4^ 
1886. 

Warranty  deed,  Wellington  Gregory*  to  T.  0.  Tiernan,  dated  October 
55, 1856,  recorded  May  18, 1857,  conveying  SW.  J  said  section. 

Mortgage,  Tiernan  to  Gregory,  dat^  October  25,  1856,  recorded 
November  11,  1856,  and  satisfied  August  24, 1857,  describing  SW.  J 
said  section. 

Will,  Thomas  G.  Tiernan,  to  his  wife  and  children  by  name,  dated 
June  20, 1862,  filed  for  record  April  17, 1886,  devising  and  bequeathing 
all  his  property. 

Warranty  deed.  Heirs  of  T.  0.  Tiernan,  deceased,  to  Charles  N.  Aker, 
dated  March  31, 1886,  recorded  May  3, 1886,  conveying  SW.  J  said  sec- 
tion. 

Warranty  deed  0.  N.  Akers  to  D.  George  Morrison,  dated  April  12, 
1886,  recorded  May  3, 1886,  conveying  SW.  J  said  section. 

Warranty  deed,  D.  George  Morrison  and  wife  to  John  H.  Murphy, 
-dated  April  29,  1886,  recorded  May  4, 1886,  conveying  SW.  ^  said  sec- 
tion. 

Power  of  attorney.  Jay  O.  Bacon  and  wife  to  Herbert  R.  Spencer, 
dated  December  9,  1879,  recorded  April  23, 1889,  authorizing  the  sale 
and  conveyance  of  ^^  any  lands  he  may  acquire  by  him  as  an  additional 
homestead  entry." 

Duplicate  receipt,  United  States  to  Jay  G.  Bacon,  dated  April  22, 1889, 
recorded  April  33,  1889,  for  KE.  i  SW.J  said  section. 

Warranty  deed,  J  0.  Bacon  and  wife  by  attorney  in  fact  Herbert  R. 
Spencer  to  Wayland  W.  Sanford,  dated  April  23, 1889,  recorded  same 
^ay,  conveying  NE.  J  SW.  J  said  section. 

Confirmatory  deed.  Jay  0.  Bacon  and  wife  to  Wayland  W.  Sanford, 
elated  May  1, 1889,  recorded  May  7,  1889,  conveying  NB.  J  S W.  i  said 
section. 

Among  the  papers  in  this  case  I  find  also  certain  papers  from  the 
files  of  your  office  and  relating  to  the  entries  made  by  Wellington 
Gregory.  These  papers  show,  and  it  is  admitted  by  the  attorney  for 
Sanford  that  Gregory  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said 
SW.  ^  of  Sec.  4,  and  on  September  25,  1856,  submitted  final  proof  in 
support  of  said  filing.  It  seems  that  he  paid  for  said  land  with  military 
bounty  land  warrant  No.  22,827,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and 
$50  in  cash,  separate  receipts  being  issued.  The  receipt  and  certificate 
issued  upon  the  cash  payment  which  are  numbered  327,  describe  the 
land  covered  thereby  as  the  "  north  west  quarter  of  the  south  west 
quarter "  of  said  section  four  and  the  certificate  has  on  the  back  this 
memorandum — "Bal.  of  this  claim  satisfied  by  Wt.  22,827  act  Mch.  3, 
1855,  for  SE  .{  S W  J  and  W.  ^  S  W.  J/'— The  application  accompanying 
the  warrant  referred  to  describes  the  "  SE.  i  of  SW.  J  and  W.  J  of  SW.  J 
of  said  section,  and  has  on  the  back  this  memorandum — '^  Bal.  of  this 
<5laim  satisfied  by  certificate  327  for  iN^W.  J  SW.  J.'' 
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Sanford,  through  his  attorney,  filed  in  your  office  an  abstract  of  title 
of  the  SW.  J  of  said  section  4,  certified  by  the  register  of  deeds  for 
Douglas  county  as  being  ^'  a  true  and  correct  abstract  of  all  deeds  or 
other  conveyances  on  file  or  of  record'' in  his  office.  This  abstract  shows 
substantially  the  same  facts  as  the  one  filed  by  Murphy^  except  that  it 
makes  no  statement  as  to  the  matter  set  forth  in  item  one  of  that 
abstract.  Accompanying  this  abstract  was  an  affidavit  executed  by  said 
register  of  deeds,  containing  the  following  statement: 

That  none  of  the  records  in  my  office  show  the  entry  by  Wellington  Gregory  of  the 
said  land  above  described.  Affiant  says  that  there  is  a  book  in  the  office  of  the^ 
county  clerk  (auditor),  or  in  the  county  treasurer's  office  tha***  shows  some  of  the 
early  land  office  entries,  but  affiant  saj's  said  book  is  kept  in  said  offices  as  a  con- 
venience ill  assessing  taxes,  but  that  said  book  forms  no  part  of  the  public  records  of 
my  office  as  provided  by  statute. 

He  also  filed  affidavit  of  Herbert  B.  Spencer,  stating  that  before  th& 
purchase  of  this  land  by  Sanford,  he,  affiant,  went  with  said  Sanford 
and  one  N.  S.  Bowers  to  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds  for  Douglas- 
eoanty,  where  said  land  is  situated  and  they  carefully  searched  the  rec- 
ords of  said  office,  but  found  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  United  States 
had  sold  or  parted  with  the  said  land  previous  to  the  entry  by  Bacon. 
He  further  states  that  they  visited  the  local  land  office  and  found  nothing 
in  the  records  of  that  office  to  show  that  the  land  had  been  entered  by 
any  one  or  that  the  United  States  had  disposed  of  or  sold  said  land  pre- 
vious to  the  sale  to  Bacon.  There  was  filed  also  the  affidavit  of  !N^.  S. 
Bowers  stating  that  he  was  associated  with  Sanford  in  the  purchase  of 
this  land,  having  furnished  a  part  of  the  purchase  money ;  that  before 
making  such  purchase  he  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  as  to  the  status  of  said  tract  and  received  a  reply  stating 
that  it  was  vacant  public  land ;  that  he  carefully  examined  the  records 
of  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  for  Douglas  county,  and  the  records  of 
the  local  land  office  and  found  no  record  of  any  conveyance  of  the  title 
to  said  tract  by  the  United  States  and  that  he  then  joined  in  good 
faith  in  the  purchase  of  said  land  and  in  good  faith  paid  his  proportion 
of  the  purchase  money.  They  also  filed  copies  of  two  letters  of  your 
office  addressed  to  K  S.  Bowers  stating  that  the  records  of  your  office 
showed  said  tract  was  vacant  public  land.  Sanford  also  made  affidavit 
to  the  effect  that  he  had  made  inquiry  and  had  examined  the  records  of 
the  local  land  office  and  of  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  for  Douglas- 
county,  and  finding  nothing  to  show  that  the  United  States  had  parted 
with  title  to  said  tract  until  the  homestead  entry  of  Bacon,  purchased 
said  land. 

With  these  facts  presented  by  the  papers  in  the  case,  your  office  held 
that  the  purchase  by  Gregory  vested  in  him  such  a  right  to  the  land  as 
served  to  segregate  it  from  the  public  domain  aud  that  after  that  sale^ 
the  government  had  no  right  or  power  to  sell  to  another,  and  decided 
that  the  patent  to  Gregory,  dated  June  1, 1859,  should  be  canceled, 
that  a  patent  issue  to  John  Murphy  for  the  north  east  quarter  of  the 
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soath  west  quarter  of  said  section,  and  that  Bacon's  entry  be  held  for 
cancellation. 

It  may  be  well  before  considering  the  controverted  qaestions  in  this 
case  to  mention  some  points  which  are  too  well  established  by  the  de- 
cisions of  this  Department  and  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  to  admit  of  dispute. 

Bacon  by  his  entry  acquired  not  the  legal  title,  but  an  equitable  title 
only  to  this  tract  of  land.  The  legal  title  thereto  still  remains  in  the 
United  States.  Sanford  as  the  vendee  of  Bacon  took  an  equitable  title 
only  and  occupies  the  same  relationship  to  this  case  as  his  grantor,  the 
immediate  claimant  from  the  United  States  would  have  held  had  there 
been  no  sale,  that  is,  he  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  the  entryman  and 
has  no  greater  or  different  rights  or  equities.  This  was  admitted  in  the 
course  of  argument  of  this  case  by  Sanford's  attorney  and  it  is  un- 
necessary to  citQ  authorities  in  support  of  the  proposition.  Although 
the  attorney  for  Sanford  describes  him  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser  with- 
out notice  and  seems  to  rely  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  protection 
afforded  purchasers  of  this  description  for  the  success  of  his  client 
here,  yet  I  do  not  think  the  facts  here  presented  bring  him  within  that 
category  or  that  it  is  necessary  to  here  discuss  the  extent  of  the  pro- 
tection to  be  afforded  bona  fide  purchasers  without  notice.  In  order 
to  entitle  one  to  protection  'as  such  a  purchaser  he  must  hold  a  legal 
title.  In  Story's  Equity  Jurisprudence,  Sec.  64  c,  in  speaking  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  equity  to  bona  fide  purchasers  without  notice, 
it  is  said: 

The  purchaser,  however,  in  aU  cases  must  hold  a  lef^al  title,  or  be  entitled  to  call 
for  it,  in  order  to  give  him  a  full  protection  of  his  defense ;  for  if  his  title  be  merely 
equitable,  then  he  must  yield  to  a  legal  and  equitable  title  in  the  adverse  party. 

And  again  in  Sec.  1502,  it  is  said : 

To  entitle  himself  to  this  protection,  however,  the  purchaser  must  not  only  be  bona 
fide,  and  without  notice,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  but  he  must  have  paid  the 
purchase  money.  So,  he  must  have  purchased  the  legal  title,  and  not  be  a  mere  pur- 
chaser without  a  semblance  of  title ;  for  even  the  purchaser  of  an  equity  is  bound  to 
take  notice  of,  and  is  bound  by,  a  prior  equity  ;  and  between  equities  the  established 
rule  is,  that  he  who  has  the  prior  equity  in  point  of  time,  is  entitled  to  a  like  priority 
In  point  of  right. 

In  Yattier  v,  Hinde  (7  Pet.,  252)  the  supreme  court  said : 

The  rules  respecting  a  purchaser  without  notice  are  framed  for  the  protection  of 
him  who  purchases  a  legal  estate  and  pays  the  purchase  money  without  knowledge 
of  an  outstanding  equity.  They  do  not  protect  a  person  who  acquires  no  semblance 
of  title.  They  apply  fully  only  to  the  purchaser  of  the  legal  estate.  Even  the  pur- 
chaser of  an  equity  is  bound  to  take  notice  of  any  prior  equity. 

In  Boone  v.  Chiles  (10  Pet.,  177)  in  stating  the  matters  that  must  be 
set  forth  in  an  answer  claiming  protection  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
without  notice,  it  was  said : 

The  title  purchased  must  be  apparently  perfect,  good  in  law,  a  vested  estate  in  fee 
simple,  I  Cr.  100;  3  Cr.  133,  5 ;  1  Wash.  C.  C,  75.    It  must  be  by  a  regular  convey- 
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ance;  for  the  purchaser  of  an  equitable  title  holds  it  subject  to  the  equities  upon  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  vendor  and  has  no  better  standing  in  a  court  of  equity,  7  Cr.  48  ; 
7  Pet.,  271 ;  Sngden  722.  Such  is  the  case  which  must  be  stated  to  give  a  defendant 
the  benefit  of  an  answer  or  plea  of  an  innocent  purchaser  without  notice ;  the  case 
stated  must  be  made  out,  evidence  will  not  be  permitted  to  be  given  of  any  other 
matter  not  set  out. 

This  same  doctrine  is  adhered  to  in  Root  v.  Shields  (1  Woolworth's 
Cir.  Ct.  Rep.,  340). 

Under  these  raliugs  it  is  clear  that  Sauford  has  not  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  entitle  him  to  protection  as  a  bona  Me  purchaser 
without  notice. 

The  question,  then,  to  be  determined  in  this  case  is  as  to  which  of 
these  parties,  each  claiming  an  equitable  title  to  this  land,  has  the  better 
claim  thereto.  The  general  rule  applicable  in  such  cases  is  expressed 
in  the  maxim  Qui  prior  est  tempore^  potior  est  jure.  Mr.  Broom  in  his 
work  on  legal  maxims  1,356  in  discussing  this  maxim  says  : 

So,  when  there  are  conflicting  rights  as  to  real  property,  courts  of  equity  will  inquire, 
not  which  party  was  first  in  possession,  but  under  what  instrument  he  was  in  posses- 
sion, and  when  his  right  is  dated  in  point  of  time ;  or  if  there  be  no  instrument,  they 
will  ask  when  did  the  right  arise — who  had  the  prior  right  f 

See  also  Story's  Equity  Jurisprudence,  Sees.  381-1502.  In  the  decis- 
ion in  Boone  v.  Chiles  s^ipra^  it  is  said : 

It  is  a  general  principle  in  courts  of  equity,  that,  where  both  parties  claim  by  an 
equitable  title  the  one  who  is  prior  in  time  is  deemed  the  better  in  right. 

It  is  urgently  insisted,  however,  on  the  part  of  Sanford  that  if  Mur- 
phy or  any  of  his  grantors,  either  immediate  or  remote,  had  exercised 
ordinary  care  in  the  examination  of  his  title  papers  the  mistake  in  ques- 
tion would  have  been  discovered,  and  could  have  been  corrected  prior 
to  the  intervention  of  this  adverse  claim  ;  and  that  third  parties  who 
were  induced  by  the  condition  of  the  title  to  this  land,  as  disclosed  by 
the  record,  to  invest  money  in  the  purchase  thereof,  have  in  the  face  of 
this  laches  the  stronger  equities.  This  amounts  to  the  claim  that  the 
particular  facts  in  this  case  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule. 

It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  there  is  no  statement  by 
or  on  behalf  of  Sanford  that  his  grantor  Bacon  the  immediate  claimant 
from  the  United  States,  ever  made  any  examination  prior  to  his  entry 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  title  to  this  tract  of  land,  and  also  that  none 
of  the  affidavits  filed  in  Sanford's  interest  alleges  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  Bacon,  Sanford  or  Bowers  of  the  existence  of  a  claim  of  some 
character  to  this  land  adverse  to  the  title  of  the  United  States.  Indeed 
the  examination  of  the  records  claimed  to  have  been  made,  could  not 
result  otherwise  than  in  apprising  the  inquirer  of  the  existence  of  such 
a  claim,  for  the  records  showed  conveyances  by  Gregory  and  others  of 
the  whole  S  W.-J-  of  said  section  including  the  land  in  controversy.  This 
knowledge  having  been  gained,  there  was  then  demanded  of  the  pro- 
posed purchaser  of  an  equity  only,  something  more  than  ordinary  dili- 
gence— something  more  than   an  inquiry  to  ascertain  whether   such 
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claim  was  a  legal  and  perfect  one.  The  examination  thus  demanded 
would  naturally  have  included  both  an  inspection  of  the  tax  books  of 
the  county  in  which  the  land  was  situated  and  inquiries  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  land  as  to  who  claimed  and  controlled,  it.  Such  an  ex- 
amination being  demanded,  the  claims  of  these  parties  must  be  deter- 
mined in  the  light  of  the  facts  that  would  have  been  disclosed  thereby, 
and  this  is  especially  so  in  the  absence  of  an  allegation  on  their  part  of 
ignorance  of  such  facts.  This  examination  and  inquiry  would  have 
disclosed  that  Gregory  and  his  grantees  had  claimed  said  land  since 
1856,  as  shown  by  the  various  conveyances  and  the  payment  of  taxes. 
An  inquiry  to  ascertain  when  and  by  what  authority  this  land  was 
assessed  for  taxation  would  have  led  to  an  examination  of  the  book 
which  the  register  of  deeds  for  said  county  explains  was  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  county  clerk,  or  of  the  treasurer,  which  would  have  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  Gregory  had  purchased  the  whole  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  said  section.  The  submission  of  a  statement  of  these  facts,, 
a  knowledge  of  which  these  parties  are  chargeable  with,  to  your  office 
would  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  error  in  issuing  two  patents 
to  the  same  party  for  the  same  tract  of  land.  In  fact  the  records  of 
that  county  advertised  the  existence  of  such  an  error  in  that  tliey 
showed  two  patents  issued  by  the  United  States  to  the  same  party, 
Gregory,  for  the  same  piece  of  laud.  One  purchasing  an  equitable  title 
to  this  land  in  the  fa^e  of  these  circumstances  must  be  held  to  have 
acted  with  a  knowledge  of  the  fact«  in  the  cat>e,  and  to  have  deliber* 
ately  taken  the  chances  of  defeating  whatever  claim  was  outstandings 

It  is  true  the  information  given  by  your  office  was  based  upon  appar- 
ently superficial  examination  of  the  records  and  the  information  im- 
parted was  incorrect  and  misleading,  yet  this  cannot  alter  the  facts  as 
they  actually  existed,  or  confer  upon  one  receiving  such  information  any 
rights  to  which  the  facts  would  not  entitle  him. 

It  is  true  that  Murphy  and  his  grantors  were  guilty  of  a  degree  of 
laches  in  allowing  to  go  uncorrected  for  so  long  a  period  a  mistake 
which  would  have  been  discovered  by  an  examination  of  their  title 
papers.  It  is,  however,  a  well  known  fact  that  purchasers  of  public  land 
rely  most  implicitly  upon  the  correctness  of  the  title  papers  issued  by 
the  officers  of  the  government,  and  that  it  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence 
for  patents  to  lie  in  the  land  office  uncalled  for  even  longer  periods  than 
in  this  case. 

This  case  is  upon  that  point  not  materially  different  from  that  of  Sim- 
mons V,  Ogle  (105  U.  S.,  271).  Ogle  rested  his  claim  on  the  assertion 
that  his  remote  grantor  John  Winstanley  bought  the  tract  of  land  in- 
volved from  the  CTnited  States  on  December  30, 1835,  although  patent 
never  issued  on  said  purchase.  Simmons  rested  his  claim  on  a  patent 
from  the  United  States  to  himself,  dated  June  12,  1874,  The  cir- 
cuit court  rendered  a  decree  in  favor  of  Ogle.  The  supreme  court 
found  from  the  evidence  that  Winstauly  did  not  purchase  this  tract  from 
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the  United  States,  but  said  in  the  course  of  the  decision — "  If  the  pur- 
chase and  payment  now  stated  and  alleged  in  the  bill  were  satisfac- 
torily established  by  the  evidence,  the  decree  should  be  affirmed." 

It  is  clear  in  this  case  that  Gregory  actually  bought  this  tract  in  con- 
troversy and  paid  therefor  the  consideration  prescribed  by  law ;  that  he 
had  done  everything  required  of  him  to  acquire  a  vested  right  thereto. 
It  was  said  in  the  decision  of  the  case  of  Wirth  v.  Branson  (98  U.  S., 
188):-- 

The  rule  is  well  settled,  bj^  a  long  course  of  decisioDS,  that  when  public  lands  have 
been  surveyed  and  placed  in  the  market,  or  otherwise  opened  to  private  acquisition, 
a  person  who  complies  with  all  the  requisites  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  a  patent  in 
a  particular  lot  or  tract  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  equitable  owner  thereof,  and  the  land 
is  no  longer  open  to  location.  The  public  faith  has  become  pledged  to  him,  and  any 
subsequent  grant  of  the  same  land  to  another  party  is  void,  unless  the  first  location 
or  entry  be  vacated  and  set  aside. 

See  also  Cornelius  v,  Kessel  (128  U.  S.,  456),  and  authorities  there 
cited. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  case  in  connection  with  the  ar- 
guments advanced  and  the  authorities  cited  by  the  attorneys,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  question  as  to  which  of  these  parties  has  the 
stronger  equities  should  be  resolved  in  favor  of  Murphy. 

Among  the  papers  filed  by  Sanford  is  a  certified  transcript  of  the 
record  of  Wellington  Gregory's  naturalization,  which  shows  that  natur- 
alization papers  were  issued  to  him  on  November  9, 1868,  upon  the  state- 
ment "that  he  was  naturalized  in  Superior  City,  Wis.,  in  May  1854,  and 
that  his  naturalization  papers  were  burned  in  the  following  year,"  and 
due  proof  of  residence  and  good  character.  Accompanying  this  was 
the  affidavit  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  Douglas  county  setting 
forth  that  he  has  in  his  custody  ^^  all  records  showing  declarations 
of  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States  that  have  ever  been 
executed  in  said  county  of  Douglas  in  which  is  located  the  City  of  Su- 
perior," and  that  diligent  search  through  said  records  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  in  1854  disclose  the  fact  that  Wellington  Gregory 
never  made  application  for  citizenship,  or  declared  his  intention  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  CTnited  States."  Although  these  papers  are  not 
referred  to  in  the  argument  of  counsel,  and  it  might  therefore  be  con- 
cluded that  no  stress  is  laid  upon  them,  I  have  thought  best  to  say  that 
in  my  opinion  they  are  not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  finding  of  the  local 
officers  from  the  final  proof  submitted  that  Gregory  was  at  the*  date  of 
said  proof  a  qualified  preemptor. 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated  I  concur  in  the  conclusion  reached  in 
yonr  office.  It  is  not  necessary  tb  cancel  either  of  the  patents  hereto- 
fore issned.  A  patent  should  be  issued  for  the  tract  in  controversy, 
the  NE.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  said  section  4,  which  should  refer  to  the 
former  patent  and  state  that  it  is  in  correction  thereof,  and  should  issue 
to  Wellington  Gregory  instead  of  in  the  name  of  the  applicant  Murphy. 
With  this  modification  the  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 
2497— VOL  11 9 
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BAILBOAD  GRANT— ADJUSTMENT— RESERVATION— LATERAL  LIMITS. 

Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

The  opinion  expressed  by  the  Department  in  I860  that  the  right  of  the  Indians  to  lands 
in  the  New  York  Indian  reservation  had  lapsed,  and  the  subsequent  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  directing  the  sale  of  said  lands,  acted  upon  for  the  period  of 
thirty  years,  recognized  by  Congress,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Indians,  precludes 
departmental  action  looking  toward  the  recovery  of  title  to  lands  lying  within 
said  reservation,  and  patented  to  this  company  under  its  grant  of  1863,  and  the 

,      acts  amendatory  thereof. 

The  lateral  limits  of  the  grant,  as  fixed  by  the  original  withdrawals,  should  not  be  re- 
adjusted  with  the  view  of  recovering  title  to  lands  patented  to  said  company,  that 
may  thus  be  shown  to  lie  outside  of  said  limits  as  re-adjusted,  for  (1)  the  title  to 
-said  lands  has  passed  out  of  the  company ;  (2)  it  must  be  presumed  that  in  making; 
the  original  withdrawals  all  matters  necessary  to  a  legal  determination  were  duly 
•considered ;  and  (3)  the  said  withdrawals  have  stood  unquestioned  for  a  long  term 
of  years,  and  titles  that  have  vested  thereunder  should  not  now  be  disturbed. 

'The  allowance  of  indemnity  in  accordance  with  the  principles  announced  in  the  case 
of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Om  aha  Ry.  Co.,  6  L.  D.,  195,  is  ap- 
proved. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

2, 1890, 

By  letter  of  July  21, 1887,  yoar  office  transmitted  an  "  adjustment  ^ 
of  the  grant  for  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  railway  company,  and 
stated  that, ''  The  limits  of  the  grant  upon  which  withdrawals  were 
ordered  were  laid  ofif  before  all  the  lands  were  surveyed,  and  as  tq  sur- 
veyed lands  the  withdrawal  limits  were  not  adjusted  to  the  smallest 
legal  subdivisions.  Your  office  further  stated  that  it  became  necessary 
therefore  to  define  the  exterior  limits  of  the  grant  accurately,  but  ad- 
justed to  the  smallest  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  surveys.  ^^This 
made  some  slight  variations  on  the  extreme  outward  limits,  and  also 
disclosed  an  error  in  the  withdrawal  maps  in  this,  that  in  closing  the 
public  surveys  upon  the  first  guide  meridian  east  of  the  6th  principal 
meridian  the  range  thus  made  was  two  miles  in  width  instead  of  one 
mile,  and  as  a  result  of  which  the  limits  of  the  grant  had  been  laid  down 
one  mile  too  wide  wherever  such  range  was  embraced  within  the  limits 
of  the  withdrawal."  Your  office  accordingly  prepared  and  submitted  '<  a 
map  showing  with  precision  the  lateral  limits  of  the  grant  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Leander  Scott  v.  Kansas  Pa- 
cific railway  company  (5  L.  D.,  468),"  and  made  the  adjustment  of  the 
grant  in  accordance  therewith. 

Continuing,  your  said  office  letter  set  out  the  various  amounts  of 
land  patented  for  said  company,  and  concluded  that  it  had  received  an 
excess  of  271,907.86^  acres  above  what  it  is  entitled  to  and  recom- 
mended that  proper  steps  be  taken  to  recover  said  excess  from  the  com- 
pany. 

By  letter  of  June  21,  1889,  said  adjustment  was  returned  to  your 
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office  with  directions  that  the  qaestioDB  involved  be  again  examined 
and  a  report  submitted  in  accordance  with  the  present  rulings  of  the 
Department. 

On  November  18, 1889,  your  office  tranamitted  a  second  adjustment 
of  said  grant  in  which  the  following  statement  is  made: 

Total  area  of  ^ant 1,134,791.08 

Deduct  OD  accoant  of  moieties : 

A.  T.  and  8.  P 37,161.14 

L.  L.  andG 90,898.74 

128, 059. 88 

Net  area  of  grant. 1,006,731.20 

Approved  in  granted  limits 122,656.53 

toL.  L.  andO.  within  clear  limits 1,663.36 

124, 319. 89 

Loss  to  grant 882,411.31 

Approved  as  indemnity 494,072.38 

Dae  as  indemnity '. 388,338.93 

I  understand  from  this  that  the  company  has  failed  by  388,338.93 
acres,  to  secure  the  total  number  of  acres  in  its  grant,  after  deducting 
moieties  for  grants  of  even  date. 

The  explanation  of  the  different  results  reached  by  said  adjustments 
is  stated  by  your  office  as  follows: 

In  the  former  adjustment  deduction  was  made  on  accoant  of  prior  grants  for  rail- 
roads, Indian  reservations,  and  selections  on  accoant  of  grants  to  the  State  for  in- 
ternal improvements,  etc.  These  deductions,  under  departmental  decision  in  the 
matter  of  the  adjustment  of  the  grant  for  the  Omaha  company  (6  L.  D.,  195),  are  er- 
roneous, and  in  the  adjustment  now  presented  indemnity  has  heen  allowed  for  such 
losses. 

The  company  claims  its  lands  by  virtue  of  the  grants  of  March  3, 1S63, 
(12  Stat,  772),  July  1,  1864  (13  Stat.,  339),  and  July  26,  1866  (14  Stat., 
289).  The  first  act  makes  a  grant  for  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa 
Fe'  road  with  a  branch  from  where  it  crosses  the  Neosho,  down  the 
Neosho  valley  to  a  point  where  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Gal- 
veston road  enters  said  valley.  The  line  of  said  branch  as  definitely 
located  left  the  main  stem  at  Emporia  and  ran  southeasterly,  corre- 
sponding with  the  road  as  afterwards  built  The  withdrawal  for  the 
branch  was  made  in  1863.  The  act  of  1864,  provided  for  a  road  from 
Emporia,  northward,  via  Council  Grove,  to  a  point  near  Fort  Eiley  on 
the  branch  Union  Pacific  railroad.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  act 
affecting  the  questions  here  in  issue.  The  act  of  1866  provided  for  a 
road  from  Fort  Biley  "  or  near  said  military  reservation,  thence  down 
the  valley  of  the  Neosho  river  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas,'' being  the  line  defined  in  said  two  former  acts.  The  withdrawal 
necessary  for  the  entire  line  was  made  in  1867,  and  the  road  was  built. 
The  grant  was  of  "  every  alternate  section  of  land  or  parts  thereof  des- 
ignated by  odd  numbers,  to  the  extent  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile 
on  each  side  of  said  road,  not  exceeding  in  all  ten  sections  per  mile  with 
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a  provision  for  indemnity  lauds  to  be  selected  not  beyond  twenty  miles 
from  the  line  of  the  road. 

By  letter  of  October  31,  1887,  your  office  referring  to  said  first  ad- 
justment stated  that  an  important  matter  in  connection  with  said  grant 
had  not  been  taken  into  consideration  in  making  up  the  statement  of 
areas  included  in  the  grant  This  important  matter  was  described  by 
your  office  as  follows : 

A  portion  of  the  lands  throngrh  which  this  and  certain  other  roads  run,  is  embraced 
in  the  reservation  established  for  the  New  York  Indians  by  t'reaty  of  January  15, 
1838  (7  Stat.,  550),  and  that  reservation  does  not  appear  to  have  been  extinguished 
at  date  of  railroad  grants,  and  has  never  been  extinguished. 

Your  office  further  stated  that  on  August  17, 18G0,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  submitted  to  this  Department  a  proposed 
proclamation  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  within  said  reservation,  which 
proclamation  was  signed  by  the  President  on  August  21,  18G0,  in  con- 
formity with  which  said  lands  were  offered  for  sale ;  that  said  Commis- 
sioner apparently  assumed  the  reservation  had  been  extinguished,  and 
that  assumption  was  erroneous  as  shown  by  the  action  of  the  govern- 
ment in  1868,  when  "  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  NeW  York  Indians  for  the  surrender  of  all  claims  under  the 
the  treaty  of  1838,  but  the  treaty  of  1868  was  not  ratified  by  the  Sen- 
ate ; "  that  '4t  cannot  of  course  be  held  that  the  President  intended  by 
proclamation  of  sale  to  have  formally  or  actually  extinguished  a  treaty 
reservation,  or  that  it  would  have  been  competent  for  him  to  have  done 
80.  .  •  .  Reserved  lands  were  not  granted  to  such  companies,  and 
their  rights  are  derived  from  grant  and  not  from  executive  action."  It 
was  further  stated  that  276,602.24  acres  have  been  patented  to  or  for 
railroad  companies  in  said  reservation,  mostly  for  the  company  here  in 
question,  and  it  was  recommended  that  proper  steps  be  taken  to  secure 
the  reconveyance  or  recovery  of  such  lands  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1887. 

Against  this  recommendation  the  attorneys  for  the  company  urge  that 
the  question  has  become  res  adjudicata  by  virtue  of  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  and  South  Kansas 
R.  R.  Co ,  V.  The  Attorney-General  (118  U.  S.,  682).  That  action  was 
brought  to  set  aside  the  title  to  certain  lands,  being  a  portion  of  those 
herein  under  consideration.  The  appellant  company  supraj  claimed  as 
the  assignee  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Ry.  Co.  The  court  held 
that  there  was  no  sufficient  reason  found  in  the  record  for  disturbing  the 
certificates  and  patents  therefor  issued  to  said  latter  company.  In  the 
statement  of  said  case  which  precedes  the  opinion  of  the  court  it  is 
recited : 

Mr.  William  Lawrence  (representing  settlers),  for  appellee,  argued  the  following 

general  propositions: Sixth  Proposition.— It  is  sahniitted  that 

the  lands  in  controversy  are  not  subject  to  any  land  grant,  because  included  in  the 
New  York  Indian  reservation  under  the  treaty  ot*  January  15,  1838,  never  legally 
revoked. 
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After  considering  certain  allegations  of  the  bill,  and  concluding  that 
they  furnished  no  reason  for  disturbing  said  titles,  the  court  con- 
cluded : 

There  are  other  oprouuds  urged  for  granting  the  relief  sought  by  the  bill,  but  they 
are  not  safflcieut  to  Justify  such  a  decree,  nor  are  they  important  enough  to  require 
farther  discussion  here. 

On  this  statement  it  is  claimed  by  said  attorneys  that  the  question 
here  presented,  was  properly  before  the  court,  and  decided.  An  exam> 
ioation  of  the  record  of  that  case,  however,  shows  that  such  claim  is 
not  well  founded.  The  question  now  before  me  was  not  put  in  issue  by 
the  pleadings  in  that  case.  The  New  York  Indian  reservation  was  not 
mentioned,  either  in  the  bill,  the  answer  or  the  replication,  nor  was  any 
reference  made  thereto.  The  bill  urged  that  the  lands  were  excepted 
from  the  grant  for  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  road  by  reason  of 
conflict  with  other  railroad  grants ;  because  the  road  was  not  constructed 
to  a  certain  point  contemplated  in  the  grant ;  and  because  the  company 
had  received  more  lands  than  it  was  entitled  to,  etc.  After  considering 
these  three  propositions  the  court  concluded  with  the  expression  abov.e 
cited.  But  ttie  "  other  grounds  "  there  spoken  of  must  be  held  to  be 
those  pat  in  issue  by  the  pleadings,  of  which  there  were  several.  Cer- 
tainly no  judgment  could  have  gone  against  the  company,  on  the  record, 
on  a  plea  which  it  had  no  opportunity  of  answering,  nor  do  I  think  the 
mere  mention  of  an  extraneous  fact  by  an  attorney  in  argument  would 
place  that  fact  in  issue,  '<  where  the  second  action  between  the  same 
parties  is  upon  a  different  claim  or  demand  the  judgment,  in  the  prior 
action  operates  as  an  estoppel  only  as  to  those  matters  in  issue  or  points 
controverted,  upon  the  determination  of  which  the  finding  or  verdict 
waR  rendered."     Cromwell  v.  County  of  Sac.  (94  U.  S.,  351). 

However,  I  find  myself  unable  to  agree  in  said  recommendation  that 
steps  be  taken  to  secure  the  reconveyance  of  these  lands  under  the  act 
of  March  3,  1887,  for  the  following  reasons. 

By  said  treaty  of  1838  the  New  York  Indians  ceded  and  relinquished 
to  the  United  States  all  their  right,  title  and  interest  to  the  lands 
secured  to  them  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  by  the 
Menomonee  treaty  of  1831  (except  a  small  tract);  and  in  consideration 
thereof  the  United  States  agreed  to  set  apart  the  land  subsequently 
embraced  in  said  New  York  Indian  reservation,  ^'to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  in  fee  simple  to  the  said  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  by  patent 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States"  issued  in  conformity  with 
section  3,  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1830,  (4  Stats.,  411),  the  proviso  of 
which  declares  that  <*  such  lands  shall  revert  to  the  United  States  if  the 
Indians  become  extinct  or  abandon  the  same."  It  was  agreed  that  said 
Indians  then  residing  in  New  York  should  remove  to  said  lauds  so  set 
apart,  and  that  such  of  the  tribss  as  fail  '<  to  accept  and  agree  to  re- 
move" within  five  years  "or  such  other  time  as  the  President  may 
from  time  to  time  appoint  shall  forfeit  all  interest  in  the  lauds  so  set 
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apart  to  the  United  States.''  The  United  States  agreed  to  appropriate 
$400,000  to  aid  said  Indians  in  removing  from  their  homeu,  Qtc.  But 
few  of  the  Indians  went  to  said  lands,  and  of  these  but  thirty-two  re- 
ceived ^^  certificates  of  allotment "  for  their  respective  shares  of  land. 
In  a  report  to  the  Department,  subsequently  transmitted  to  Congress, 
and  dated  February  9,  1883,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  Price 
stated  that  no  time  was  ever  fixed  by  the  President  within  which  the 
removal  must  be  made,  that  but  $20,477.50,  of  tbe  $400,000  promised? 
were  appropriated,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  the  Indians,  in  any  con- 
siderable numbers,  never  manifested  a  desire  to  remove  to  the  western 
lands,  but  on  the  contrary  opposed  such  removal. 

In  a  letter  dated  April  19, 1858,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  reference  to  a  bill 
then  pending  affecting  these  lands  Secretary  Thompson  said : — (Vol. 
3,  p.  93,  Ind.  Div.), 

The  Indians  who  have  failed  to  remove  have  by  the  express  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
1838  forfeited  their  title  to  the  reserve  and  a  due  regard  for  the  interest  of  the  white 
population  of  Kansas  wonid  seem  to  require  that  this  large  and  valuable  body  of  land 
should  no  longer  be  withheld  from  settlement. 

On  June  16, 1860,  he  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  as 
follows:  (Vol.  3,  p. 327,  Ind.  Div.), 

Herewith  is  returned,  with  my  approval  endorsed  thereon,  the  list  of  locations  made 
for  the  New  York  Indians,  in  Kansas,  which  was  transmitted  with  your  report  of  the 
9th  inst. 

Your  recommendation  that  the  balance  of  the  tract  heretofore  reserved  for  the  New 
York  Indians  in  Kansas,  be  turned  over  to  the  General  Land  OlBce,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
other  public  lands,  is  approved,  and  you  will  so  inform  the  Commissioner. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President  of  I860,  referred  to  by  your  office 
thereafter  directed  public  sale  in  certain  townships,  of  tbe  public  lands 
not  covered  by  individual  Indian  locations,  "in  the  late"  New  York  In- 
dian reservation.  From  that  time  at  least  the  lands  in  said  reservation 
have  been  treated  as  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  la  nd  laws.  Mean- 
while the  lands  have  been  disposed  of  and  numerous  towns  have  grown 
up  thereon.  On  November  5,  1857  (11  Star.,  735),  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  Touawanda  band  of  Senecas  (one  of  said  tribes),  by 
which  said  band  relinquished  all  its  claims  to  said  land  under  the  treaty 
of  1838,  in  consideration  of  which  the  United  States  agreed  to  pay 
and  invest  for  them  the  sum  of  $256,000.  On  June  20,  1884,  the  Senate 
committee  on  Indian  Affairs  referred  to  the  court  of  claims  a  bill,  to 
provide  for  a  settlement  with  said  New  York  Indians  for  the  *' unexe- 
cuted stipulation  "  of  said  treaty  of  1838.  Thereupon  suit  was  entered 
praying  for  a  money  indemnity  in  lieu  of  said  lands  so  lost.  The  suit 
is  still  pending.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Indians  are  now  making 
claim  for  the  land  itself. 

It  thus  appears  that  for  thirty  years  both  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  the  government  have  acted  on  the  theory  that  the  right  of 
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said  Indians  to  these  lands  had  expired.  While  there  is  force  in  the 
SQgg^stion  of  your  office  that  the  executive,  ordinarily,  has  not  power 
to  extinguish  a  reservation  created  by  treaty,  in  this  case,  the  expressed 
opinion  of  this  Department  that  the  Indian  right  had  lapsed,  and  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  following  thereupon,  directing  the  sale  of 
the  lands,  acted  upon  for  thirty  years,  must  be  considered  a  bar  to  any 
farther  action  on  the  part  of  this  Department  looking  to  the  disturb- 
ance of  titles  long  since  vested  thereunder.  The  proclamation  directed 
the  sale  of  1,222,240  acres  of  the  1,824,000  acres  embraced  in  the  reserve- 
It  was  recommended  by  your  office  and  the  Secretary.  See  Pueblo  of 
San  Francisco  (5  L.  D.,  483) ;  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
(8  Ibid.,  165) ;  United  States  v.  Burlington  and  Missouri  B.  B.  Go.  (98 
U.  S.,  341). 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  the  re-adjustment  of  the  limits  of  said 
grant.  The  original  withdrawal  from  the  crossing  of  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  railroad,  at  Emporia,  southward  was  made  in 
1863 ;  from  Emporia  northward,  in  1867.  These  withdrawals  have  re- 
mained constantly  in  force,  and  in  accordance  therewith  lands  have 
ever  since  been  patented  or  certified.  In  other  words  the  lines  thus 
established  have  been  accepted  as  the  limits  of  the  grant  for  over  twenty 
years.  It  is  now  proposed  to  readjus.t  these. limits,  and  bring  suit  to 
recover  the  title  to  such  lauds  as  have  been  patented  outside  the  new 
limits.  It  appears  that  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  company  has 
sold  all  the  lands  it  received  under  the  grant,  and  it  may  be  presumed 
that  in  the  lapse  of  time  the  title  to  much  of  it,  has  changed  hands  many 
times.  It  appears  from  an  inspection  of  the  diagram  submitted  that 
the  old  and  new  limits  follow  the  same  general  course  ther3  being  a 
slight  variation  throughout  the  entire  length.  They  cross  each  other 
many  times,  and  consequently  some  lands  that  lay  within  the  old  limits 
are  ontside  the  new,  and  vice  versa.  As  far  as  the  question  relates  to 
lands  lying  along  the  ten-mile  or  granted  limits  I  have  little  difficulty; 
for,  any  lands  patented  as  granted  lands,  which  now  appear  to  be  out- 
side the  granted  limits,  would  necessarily  fall  within  the  indemnity 
limits,  and  consequently  under  the  operation  of  the  grant.  These  lands 
it  may  be  assumed,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  adverse  claims  would 
have  passed  to  the  grant,  as  indemnity  though  at  present  charged  ta 
it  as  granted  lands.  I  cannot  conceive  that  under  these  circumstances 
a  court  would  lend  its  aid  to  set  aside  the  existing  title.  If  on  the  other 
hand  lands  along  such  limits  have  been  treated  as  indemnity  lands,  and 
now  appear  to  be  in  the  granted  belt,  the  cause  of  complaint  would 
seem  to  be  in  the  company  rather  than  in  the  government. 

As  to  the  lands  along  the  outer  or  indemnity  limit  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent question  arises.  Your  office  finds  that  21,421.99  acres  lying 
within  the  original  indemnity  limit  and  patented  as  indemnity  lands,. 
are  outside  the  new  limit  and  consequently  beyond  the  operation  of  the 
grant.    This  arises  from  two  causes :  first,  because  the  old  limits  were 
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not  a4jasted  to  the  smallest  legal  sabdivisions,  and  second,  because  in 
closing  the  public  surveys  upon  the  first  guide  meridian  east  of  the 
6th  principal  meridian  a  tier  of.  sections  in  the  range  thus  made  ''  was 
two  miles  in  width  instead  of  one"  as  a  result  of  which  the  limits  of  the 
grant  were  laid  down  "  one  mile  too  wide,"  wherever  such  range  was 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal. 

The  company  insists  that  your  office  is  in  error  as  to  this  second  class 
of  lands  on  the  ground  that  it  is  entitled  to  every  alternate  odd  num- 
bered section  '<  to  the  extent  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each 
side  of  said  road,  and  not  exceeding  in  bX\  ten  sections  per  mile,"  as 
such  sections  may  be  found  surveyed;  that  it  takes  the  section  itself  or 
its  equivalent  in  area,  whether  greater  or  less  than  640  acres. 

I  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  consider  the  merits  of  this  contention, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  case.  When  the  withdrawals  were  made  it  was 
well  known  to  the  Department  that  sections  as  surveyed,  frequently 
exceeded  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one  square  mile  in  area. 
While  it  does  not  appear  affirmatively  that  the  question  was  considered 
by  the  Department  or  your  office  in  making  the  withdrawals,  that  fact 
itself  lends  color  to  the  presumption  that  it  was,  at  that  time,  not  con- 
sidered a  necessary  factor  in  defining  the  limits  of  such  withdrawals. 
It  should  be  presumed  that  the  Secretary  considered  all  matters  neces- 
sary to  a  proper  and  legal  determination  of  the  questions  before  him. 
His  action  in  this  matter  has  been  followed,  unquestioned,  for  many 
years,  though  the  existence  of  the  irregular  survey  must  have  been 
known.  Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Department  to  reopen  this  question,  sua  sponte,  and  take  steps 
looking,  to  the  disturbance  of  titles  so  vested.  But  if  this  view  is  not 
conclusive,  the  question  must  be  dispo.sed  of  with  that  relating  to  the 
lands  which  now  appear  to  be  beyond  the  limits  by  reason  of  a  more 
accurate  measurement.  It  should  be  premised  that  the  grant  remains 
unsatisfied,  by  several  hundred  thousand  acres.  During  the  many  years 
intervening  since  the  withdrawals,  the  accuracy  of  the  limits  has  not 
been  questioned.  Meanwhile  the  lands,  sparsely  settled  in  1867,  have 
been  practically  all  disposed  of.  Titles  that  vested  under  the  deliberate 
action  of  the  Department  have  passed  from  hand  to  hand  many  times* 
Under  these  circumstances,  as  was  said  by  Secretary  Vilas,  in  the  case 
of  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Ey.  Co.  (8  L.  D.,  255),  I  am  com- 
pelled to  recognize  at  the  outset  that  the  question  is  presented  at  such 
a  time  and  under  such  conditions  as  impose  limitations  upon  judgment 
which  wojuld  not  afiect  its  examination  as  an  original  question. 

The  question  here  is  between  the  government  and  the  company.  If 
the  original  withdrawals  were  erroneous,  the  fault  is  due  to  the  govern- 
ment and  not  the  company.  "If  it  be  inequitable  to  grant  the  relief 
prayed  against  a  citizen,  such  relief  will  be  refused  by  a  court  of  equity, 
though  the  United  States  be  the  suitor,"  said  Mr.  Justice  Field  in  de- 
livering the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  United  States  t?.  Flint 
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(4  Sawyer,  58,  affirmed  in  98  U.  S.,  61).    He  further  said,  after  stating 
that  no  laches  in  bringing  suit  can  be  imputed  to  the  United  States : — 

Yet  the  facility  with  which  the  truth  could  have  been  originally  shown  by  them 
.  .  .  .  the  changed  condition  of  parties  and  property  from  lapse  of  time ;  the  diffi- 
cnlty  from  this  cause  of  meeting  objections  which  might  perhaps  at  the  time  have  been 
readily  explained ;  and  the  acquisition  of  interests  by  third  parties  upon  the  faith  of 
the  decree,  are  element;)  which  will  always  be  considered  by  the  court  in  determining 
whet'aer  it  be  eqiiitable  t  >  grant  the  relief  prayed.  All  the  attendant  cirjum.^tances 
will  be  weighed,  that  no  wrong  be  done  to  the  citizens,  though  the  government  be 
the  suitor. 

In  the  case  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  B.  K.  Go.  (8  L.  D  165),  it  was 
said : — 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  many  decisions  of 
the  supreme  court  demonstrate  that  it  can  not  be  expected  the  patents  would  be  set 
aside  and  thereby  the  property  rights  acquired  under  them  and  so  long  enjoyed  with- 
out challenge,  sacrificed  by  a  different  interpretation  of  the  granting  act  from  that 
which  was  deliberately  adopted  and  acted  upon.  The  only  probable  consequence  of 
instituting  such  a  litigation  would  be  uncertainty,  depreciation  of  values  for  a  time 
and  distress  to  a  large  community  and  numerous  citizens. 

I  therefore  conclude,  basing  my  judgement  on  the  decisions  of  the 
courts,  and  the  Department,  and  on  the  equitable  considerations  in 
favor  of  the  vested  titles  that  no  action  should  be  taken  by  this  De- 
partment looking  to  a  re-adjustment  of  said  limits. 

In  your  said  letter  of  November  18, 1889,  you  say : 

In  the  former  a^ustment  a  change  was  made  not  only  in  the  limits  of  the  grant  for 
the  road  under  consideration,  but  all  roads  coming  in  conflict  therewith,  the  limits 
were  changed  as  far  as  the  conflict  extended. 

The  other  roads  referred  to  are  I  presume  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and 
Santa  Fe,  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence,  and  Galveston  roads,  under  the 
act  of  1863,  and  the  Union  Pacific  by  act  of  1862.  On  the  principles 
above  announced  these  limits  should  not  be  re-adjusted  within  the 
liniits  of  this  road,  at  least  for  any  purpose  looking  to  the  disturbance 
of  titles  so  vested. 

You  further  state: 

From  Emporia  southward  in  the  conflict  with  the  grant  for  the  Atchison  Topeka 
and  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.,  the  grant  is  of  even  date,  while  north  of  this  point  the  grant 
for  the  latter  company  is  the  prior  grant,  and  upon  establishing  a  terminal  at  this 
point  to  separate  the  grants,  it  is  found  that  the  Missouri  Kansas  and  Texas  R.  R. 
Co.,  received  patents  for  6,845.62  acres  north  of  said  terminal.  Until  the  adjustment 
submitted  by  Mr.  Sparks,  no  terminal  was  ever  established,  but  the  line  of  the  Atchi- 
son Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  R.  R.,  seems  to  have  been  the  dividing  line  recognized,  at 
the  time  the  lands  were  patented. 

In  the  conflict  between  said  comp<anies  the  Missouri  Kansas  and  Texas  R.  R.  Co. 
received  patents  for  12,653.92  acres  as  indemnity,  of  lands  situated  within  the  primary 
limits  of  the  grant  of  the  Atchison  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.,  and  in  the  conflict 
with  the  Leavenworth  Lawrence  and  Galveston  R.  R.  Co.,  the  Missouri  Kansas  and 
Texas  K.  R.  Co.,  received  patents  for  6,315.93  acres  as  indemnity,  which  are  shown  to 
be  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  for  the  Leavenworth  Lawrence  and  Galves- 
ton Co. 


138  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

In  the  adjastment  herewith  sahmitted  the  compaDj  is  charged  with  receiving  these 
lands,  hut  as  it  is  clearly  shown^  that  as  the  adjustment  stands^  the  company  is  en- 
titled to  more  land  than  could  he  found  within  its  limits^  a  further  consideration  of 
the  matter,  as  affects  the  adjustment,  is  unnecessary. 

As  the  title  to  these  lands  so  patented  is  not  dispated  by  either  of  the 
other  companies,  I  do  not  find  it  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  case 
to  consider  this  question  farther. 

The  allowance  of  indemnity  in  accordance  with  the  principles  an- 
noanced  in  the  case  of  Chicago,  St.  Paal,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Ey. 
Co.,  (6  L.  D.,  195)  is  approved. 

Said  tirst  adjustment  is  accordingly  modified  and  that  submitted  by 
your  letter  of  November  18,  1889,  is  approved. 

In  your  letter  of  December  12,  1889,  it  is  shown  that  there  is  "  due  as 
indemnity ''  to  the  company  389,458.93  acres,  instead  of  389,338.93  as 
appeared  from  the  former  letter. 


RAIIiBOAD  GRANT— INDEMNITY  SELECTION— PRE-EMPTION  FILING. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  K.  Co.  v.  Moling. 

The  right  to  select  a  tract  as  indemnity  under  a  railroad  grant,  is  not  defeated  hy  the 
mere  fact  that  the  selection  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  another  grant,  if  the 
tract  is  vacant  pnblic  land  at  date  of  selection. 

The  expiration  of  the  statutory  life  of  a  pre-emption  filing,  without  proof  and  pay- 
ment having  been  made  thereunder,  warrants  the  presnmption  that  all  claims 
under  such  filing  are  abandoned. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioiier  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  August 

2,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
V.  John  Petter  Moling  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision 
of  November  2, 1886,  rejecting  its  application  to  select  as  indemnity  the 
following  tracts  of  land,  viz :  the  SW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  the  N W.  J 
of  the  SW.i  of  Sec.  29,  Tp.  131  N.,  R.  39  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Fergus  Falls, 
Minnesota,  laud  district. 

These  tracts  are  geographically  within  the  ten  miles  (granted)  limits 
of  the  grant  for  the  benefit  of  the  St.  Paul  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba 
(St.  Vincent  Extension)  Railway  Company,  under  which  rights  are  held 
to  have  attached  December  19,  1871. 

Said  tracts  are  also  within  the  thirty  mites  (indemnity)  limits  of  the 
grant  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  under  which  grant  a 
withdrawal  was  ordered  by  your  office  letter  of  December  26,  1871,  re- 
ceived at  the  district  land  office  January  10,  1872.  The  plat  of  this 
townshi[)  was  filed  in  the  local  office  March  27,  1873,  and  on  June  16, 
of  that  year  John  Benson  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  No. 
1519  (unoffered  series)  for  these  tracts  ami  other  land  alleging  settle- 
ment thereon  January  10, 1871,  which  filing  has  not  been  canceled. 
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On  December  29, 1833,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  ap- 
plied to  select  these  tracts  as  indemnity  for  tracts  alleged  to  have  been 
lost  from  its  grant,  which  application  the  local  officers  rejected  for  the 
reason  that  the  land  was  ''  in  the  granted  limits  to  8t.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
and  Manitoba  Railway  Company  and  included  in  declaratory  statement 
No.  1,519  filed  June  16, 1873,  alleging  settlement  January  10, 1871,  not 
canceled  "  from  which  action  the  company  appealed. 

On  Jannary  29, 1884,  John  Petter  Moling  applied  to  make  homestead 
entry  for  this  land.  A  hearing  was  ordered  by  the  local  officers,  with 
notice  to  Moling  and  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway 
Company  to  determine  the  status  of  the  land.  On  the  date  fixed  for 
said  hearing  these  parties  appeared  and  on  the  testimony  submitted 
the  local  officers  decided  that  Benson's  claim  excepted  the  land  from 
the  grant  and  that  Moliiig's  application  should  be  allowed,  from  which 
decision  the  company  appealed. 

In  your  office  the  respective  appeals  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Railway  Company  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany seem  to  have  been  considered  and  passed  upon  in  one  and  the 
same  decision. 

It  was  held  that  the  land  in  controversy  was  excepted  from  the  grant 
to  the  former  company  by  reason  of  the  settlement  and  filing  of  Benson 
which  existed  at  the  date  the  right  of  said  company  attached  under  its 
grant. 

In  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  latter  company  it  was  said  in  your  office 
decision — 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  was  not  made  a  party  to  the  hearing  al- 
though it  was  a  claimant,  by  virtue  of  its  application  and  appeal  for  the  land.  Its 
rights  are  not  prejudiced  however,  because  it  is  not  entitled  under  any  circumstances 
to  select  the  land  because  one  company  can  not  go  into  the  granted  limits  of  another 
to  seek  indemnity  and  for  the  further  reason  that  a  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  ^1- 
ingof  record,  is  a  bar  to  the  selection  of  the  land  embraced  therein  for  indemnity 
purposes  under  the  grant. 

Moling's  application  to  enter  was  rejected  for  the  reason  that  his 
entry  could  not  be  properly  admitted  while  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company's  appeal  was  pending. 

From  this  decision  the  Northern  Pacific  Railro«ad  Company  alone  ap- 
pealed so  that  the  only  question  now  before  this  Department  for  con- 
sideration is  as  to  its  claim. 

The  mere  fact  that  this  land  was  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  since  in  fact  it  was  not  granted  land,  does  not  con- 
stitute a  bar  to  its  selection  as  indemnity  under  another  grant.  Allers 
r.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  etal.,  (9  L.  D.,  452). 

The  fact  that  these  tracts  were  within  the  limits  of  the  former  grant 
does  not  afford  sufficient  grounds  for  the  rejection  of  the  application 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  to  select  them  as  indemnity,  and  the 
action  of  the  local  officers  and  of  your  office  in  so  far  as  the  same  was 
based  upon  that  ground  can  not  be  sustained. 
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I  cannot  concur  in  the  conclasion  that  Benson's  filing  was  sa-fficient 
to  prevent  the  selection  of  this  land  as  indemnity  under  the  present 
application.  At  the  date  of  the  application  December  29,  1883,  the 
time  prescribed  for  making  proof  under  said  filing  had.expired.  The 
presumption  then  arose  that  all  claims  under  that  filing  had  been 
abandoned.  Northern  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Stovenour  (10  L.  D.,  645), 
This  presumption  is  not  attempted  to  be  rebutted,  but  on  the  other 
hand  is  strengthened  by  the  testimony  submitted  in  the  hearing  had 
between  the  homestead  applicant  and  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
Manitoba  Eailway  company,  which  shows  that  Benson  had  no  family 
and  that  he  died  in  1875. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  tracts  in  dispute  must  be  'held  to  have 
been  at  the  date  of  the  application  to  select  the  same  as  indemnity, 
vacant  public  land  and  therefore  subject  to  such  selection. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  reversjdd,  the  homestead  application  of 
Moling  is  rejected  and  the  application  by  the  Northern  Pacific  B.  B. 
do.,  to  select  said  land  as  indemnity  will  be  allowed  unless  some  reason 
not  shown  by  the  record  now  before  me  appears  for  refusing  the  same. 


HOMESTEAD  COXTBST-APPKAL— POSS  BSSION. 

Kelleb  v.  Bullington. 

The  Greneral  Land  Office  has  no  Jarisdiction  over  a  case  after  an  appeal  is  filed  from 
its  decision  therein. 

The  occupation  and  possession  of  public  land,  for  the  purpose  of  working  a  stone 
quarry  thereon,  confers  no  right  or  title,  either  as  against  the  United  States,  or 
others  having  a  valid  claim  under  its  laws. 

The  fact  that  land  entered  under  the  homestefid  law  contains  a  stone  quarry,  or  that 
the  entryman  knew  such  fact  when  he  applied  to  enter  does  not  vitiate  the  entry, 
if  good  faith  is  otherwise  apparent. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  2, 1890. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Keller  v.  Bullington,  transmitted  from  your 
office  to  this  Department  by  letter  dated  the  30th  of  October,  1888,  has 
been  considered.  It  involves  the  title  to  the  N  J  of  the  SB  J  of  Sec. 
23,  T.  5.  S.  E.  11  W.,  of  the  Huntsville,  Alabama,  land  district. 

From  this  record  it  appears  that  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1887, 
Bullington  made  a  homestead  entry  (No.  16,806)  of  the  land  above 
described. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  1887,  Keller  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest,  al- 
leging, in  substance,  that  he  purchased  at  public  sale,  in  1884,  from 
Robert  B.  Lindsay,  administrator  of  F.  0.  Vinson,  deceased,  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Colbert  county,  Alabama,  and  that  this  land,  thus  pur- 
chased, and  afterwards  conveyed  to  him,  covered  the  tract  eml)raced  in 
Bulliugton's  homestead  entry,  and  consequently  that  his  right  to  the 
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same  was  prior  and  superior  to  that  of  Ballington.  He  farther  stated 
that  his  land  contained  a  stoue-qaarry ;  that  in  October,  1886,  he  sold 
a  half  interest  in  his  said  land  to  W.  S.  Hall  and  aathorized  him  to 
open  the  said  qaarry ;  that  Hall  had  opened  this  qaarry  at  great  ex- 
pense and  was  engaged  in  operating  the  same,  as  Ballington  well 
knew,  at  the  time  he  (the  said  Ballington)  made  his  homestead  entry; 
that  this  entry  was  not  made  in  good  faith,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  spirit  of  the  homestead  law,  but  with  the  view  of  getting  posses, 
sion  of  the  said  stone-quarry,  and  for  purposes  of  speculation. 

On  filing  this  affidavit  of  contest  a  hearing  was  asked  for  and  ordered. 
After  due  notice,  both  parties  appeared  before  the  local  officers  at 
Huntsville,  with  their  respective  witnesses  and  attorneys,  and  sub- 
mitted their  testimony.  When  this  testimony  was  considered,  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  local  office  sustained  the  contest  and 
recommended  the  cancellation  of  BuUingtou's  entry.  Thereupon,  he 
appealed  to  your  office  where  on  the  6th  of  April,  I8S8,  said  decision 
was  affirmed  and  the  entry  held  for  cancellation.  Bnllington  then  ap- 
pealed to  this  Department.  His  appeal  bears  date  the  30th  of  April, 
1888,  and  was  filed  on  the  same  day.  Afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  2ud  of 
May,  1838,  his  appeal  having  never  been  acted  upon  qt  withdrawn,  he 
applied  for  a  reconsideration  of  your  office  decision  of  April  6,  1888. 

On  this  application,  your  office,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1888,  reconsid- 
ered and  revoked  its  decision,  dismissed  the  contest,  and  allowed  Bnl- 
lington to  proceed  and  perfect  his  title.  From  this  last-named  decision, 
Keller  appealed.  His  appeal  was  entered  on  the  16th  of  August,  188S, 
and  on  the  29th  of  the  following  May  he  filed  a  paper  in  this  Depart- 
ment stating,  in  effect,  that  his  appeal  had  been  taken  simply  to  save 
any  rights  that  might  have  been  forfeited  incoosequeiiceof  his  neglect 
to  appeal,  and  that  he  denied  the  right  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  reconsider  and  revoke  his  decision  after  an  ap- 
peal from  that  decision  had  been  filed. 

This  position,  thus  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Department,  is  sus- 
tained by  numerous  decisions.  The  filing  of  an  appeal  from  a  decision 
of  the  Commissioner  places  the  case  beyoud  his  jurisdiction.  Sapp  v, 
Anderson,  (9  L.  D.,  165) ;  McGovern  v.  Bartels  (3  C.  L.  O.,  70) ;  King 
V,  LfCitensdorfer  (3  L.  D.,  110) ;  Gray  v.  Ward,  et  aly  (5  L.  D.,  410) ;  John 
M.  Walker,  et  al^  (5  L.  D.,  501);  Ida  May  Taylor,  (6  L.  D.,  107) ;  Ru- 
dolph Wurlitzer  (6  L.  D.,  315). 

Following  the  rules  here  laid  down,  the  application  for  a  re-hearing 
filed  in  your  office  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1888,  and  all  papers  in  support 
thereof,  must  be,  and  hereby  are,  excluded  from  the  consideration  of  this 
case.  Then  it  rests  upon  the  decision  of  your  office  made  April  6, 1888, 
and  the  appeal  therefrom.  This  appeal  presents  all  the  questions  of 
law  and  fact  involved  in  the  controversy,  and  submits  the  whole  case 
for  consideration  and  final  decision  according  to  its  actual  merit. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Keller,  on  making  a  careful  examina- 
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tioD  of  his  title  papers,  found  that  he  had  no  right  whatever,  under  his 
purchase  from  Vinson's  administrator,  to  the  land  covered  by  Bulling- 
ton's  entry,  but  still  insists  that  he  and  Hull  have  rights,  even  superior 
to  those  of  Bullington,  in  and  to  portions  of  the  said  tract  by  reason  of 
their  having  occupied  and  worked  the  stone-quarry  thereon  as  above 
stated.  But  such  occupation  and  possession  confers  no  right  of  title 
against  the  United  States,  or  against  those  having  a  valid  claim  of  title 
under  its  laws.  An  occupant  of  public  land  claiming  title  by  virtue  of 
his  possession,  as  against  an  adverse  claimant,  must  show  that  he  occu- 
pies and  holds  the  same  under  some  proceeding  or  law  purporting  to 
give  him  at  least  a  right  of  possession.  Deffeback  v.  Hawke  (115  U.  S., 
392) ;  Sparks  v.  Pierce,  (id.,  408). 

^Keller  does  not  pretend  to  hold  the  land  in  question  under  any  law 
or  proceeding  purporting  to  give  him  a  legal  right  to  it«  possession  or 
ownership  from  the  United  States.  He  assails  Bullington's  title,  con- 
tending that  when  he  made  his  entry  he  knew  that  the  land  embraced 
within  its  boundaries  covered  the  stone-quarry  above  mentioned,  and 
that  his  object  in  making  the  entry  was  to  secure  the  land  and  the 
quarry  for  speculative  purposes. 

If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  entry  was  made  for  speculative  purposes 
in  violation  of  the  homestead  law,  it  should,  of  course,  be  canceled  ; 
but  the  mere  fact  that  the  land  contains  a  stone  quarry,  or  that  the 
entryman  knew  of  its  existence  at  the  time  he  made  his  application  to 
enter,  does  not  vitiate  his  homestead  entry.  Under  an  act  of  March 
3, 1883,  (22  Stats.,  487),  all  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  ex;cept 
those  previously  reported  as  containing  coal  and  iron,  are  subject  to 
disposal  as  agricultural  lands.  There  is  no  evidence  found  in  the  record 
tending  to  show  that  this  land  had  been  reported  as  containing  coal 
and  iron  in  March,  1883,  when  said  act  took  effect. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  show  that  Bullington,  after  making  his 
entry,  had  sold  or  offered  to  sell  his  interest  in  the  land,  but  it  appears 
in  evidence  that  he  refused  to  sell  or  agree  to  sell  without  consulting 
the  local  officers  of  his  land  district  as  to  his  rights  under  the  homestead 
law  to  make  such  sale,  and  when  advised  by  them  that  he  had  no  such 
right,  nothing  further  was  heard  in  reference  to  the  sale. 

At  the  time  that  Bullington  made  his  entry,  the  land  was  unappro- 
priated public  land,  subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  law.  He  was 
fully  qualified  to  make  the  same  and  he  immediately  commenced  build- 
ing a  house,  a  corn-crib,  several  cabins,  and  other  improvements  and  cul- 
tivated about  four  acres  of  the  land  in  crops.  He  was  in  full  possession 
of  the  property,  with  his  family,  when  this  contest  commenced,  on  the 
14th  of  June,  1887,  about  four  and  a  half  months  after  he  made  his 
entry.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  portions  of  the  land  embraced 
therein  are  mountainous  and  unfit  for  cultivation ;  but  I  think  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  testimony  tends  to  show  that  the  most  of  it  can  be 
cultivated  in  cereals,  fruits  and  vegetables,  or  used  for  grazing  purposes. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  143 

It  further  shows  that  Ballington  in  good  faith  had  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence,  cultivation  and  im- 
provements up  to  the  time  that  this  contest  was  inaugurated. 

If  it  should  appear  when  he  submits  his  final  proof  that  he  has  not 
honestly  and  fairly  complied  with  the  spirit  of  the  homestead  law  then 
his  entry  can  be  attacked,  but  during  the  four  men  ths  he  has  been  upon 
the  tract,  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that  he  has  acted  in  good  faith, 
hence,  the  decision  of  your  office  of  April  6,  1888,  is  reversed  and  the 
contest  dismissed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Northern  PAorfio  R.  R.  Co.  t?.  Stuart. 

Land  covered  by  a  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  filing  at  date  of  withdrawal  on  gen- 
eral rente  is  excepted  thereby  from  the  operation  of  said  withdrawal. 

A  pre-emptor  is  not  estopped  from  proving  that  his  settlement  was  made  at  a  differ- 
ent and  earlier  date  than  that  alleged  in  his  declaratory  statement. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commisfdoiier  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

2, 1890. 

I  hare  considered  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
V,  James  Stuart,  involving  pre-emption  cash  entry  made  by  the  latter 
for  the  SB.  i  of  the  S  W.  J,  the  NB.  J  of  the  SB.  J,  and  the  S.  J  of  the 
SB.  i,  of  Sec.  21,  T.  13  N.,  R.  19  B.,  North  Yakima  land  district,  Wash- 
ington. 

Said  Stuart  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  described  on 
March  6, 1886,  alleging  settlement  in  March,  1885,  and  made  proof  and 
payment  on  July  9, 1886 . 

The  local  officers,  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  forwarded  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  this  and  other  entries  made  during  the  quarter,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  your  office. 

Tour  office,  when  it  came  to  act  upon  Stuart's  proof,  observed  that 
the  tract  covered  by  his  entry  was  located  within  the  limits  of  the 
withdrawal  ordered  upon  the  map  of  general  route  of  the  amended 
branch  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  company — which  order 
was  received  at  the  local  office  July  18, 1879;  also  within  the  granted 
limits  upon  the  map  of  definite  location — filed  May  24, 1884. 

Your  office  thereupon  by  letter  of  December  10, 1887,  directed  the 
attention  of  the  local  officers  to  the  location  of  the  tract  within  railroad 
limits  as  above  set  forth,  but  approved  Stuart's  entry;  and  at  the  same 
time  notified  the  railroad  company  of  Stuart's  entry,  and  of  their  right 
of  appeal  from  the  action  of  your  office  approving  the  same. 

The  company  appealed  to  the  Department,  January  23,  1888. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  records  of  your 
office  show  that  one  Ira  A.  Johnson  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said 
tract  October  5,  alleging  settlement  September  6, 1878. 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  date  of  the  receipt  by  the  local  office  of  the 
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order  of  withdrawal  upon  tbe  map  of  general  route,  (July  18,.  1879, 
supruj)  Johnson's  unexpired  filing,  prima  facie  valid,  excepted  the  tract 
therefrom.     (Northern  Pacilic  R,  E.  Co.,  "O.  Stoveuour,  10  L.  D.,  645). 

Stuart's  declaratory  statement  alleges  settlement  in  March,  <'  1885." 
And  in  his  final  proof,  made  July  19,  1886,  in  reply  to  the  question, 
'*  When  did  you  first  make  settlement  on  the  above  described  land," 
Stuart  answered,  "  March  5,  1885." 

On  the  other  hand :  in  reply  to  the  next  question,  "  When  did  you 
first  establish  actual  residence  on  the  land  you  now  seek  to  enter  1 " 
Stuart  answers,  **  March,  1882." 

One  of  these  answers  must  be  an  error  on  the  part  of  Stuart — or  of 
the  person  making  out  his  papers  (which  are  evidently  not  in  Stuart's 
handwritin*;).  To  determine  which  is  correct,  reference  must  be  had  to 
other  evidence  in  the  record. 

Samuel  Hubbavd,  one  of  claimant's  final  proof  witnesses,  testifies 
that  he  has  known  claimant  since  October,  1884 ;  and  in  response  to 
the  question,  '^  When  did  he  commence  his  residence  thereon  t "  answers, 
*'  Before  1  knew  him."    This  shows  residence  before  October,  1884. 

Charles  Z.  Cheney,  the  claimant's  other  witness,  in  response  to  the 
question,  "When  did  claimant  first  settle  on  his  claim?"  answers, 
"  March,  1882 ; "  and  in  response  to  the  further  question,  "  When  did 
he  commence  his  residence  thereon!"  answers,  "  March,  1882." 

The  above-named  witnesses  were  cross-examined.  On  cross-exami- 
nation witness  Cheney  says:  "Claimant  has  raised  corn,  grain,  pota- 
toes, and  vegetables  of  all  kinds  ^  he  has  cut  and  stacked  hay  each  year 
for  four  years." 

The  amount  of  improvements  made  by  the  claimant — aside  from 
those  purchased  by  him  from  a  former  occupant  of  the  tract — are  large 
even  for  four  years. 

There  is  a  strong  preponderance  of  evidence  to  show  that  Stuart's 
settleiqent  and  residence  were  made  in  March,  1882. 

Notwithstanding  claimant's  declaratory  statement  alleged  settlement 
in  1885,  he  was  not  thereby  estopped  from  proving  that  it  was  actually 
made  at  another  and  earlier  date.  "The  law  gives  him  a  right  to  the 
land  from  the  date  of  his  settlement ;  and  his  right  is  not  to  be  defeated 
by  a  discrepant  allegation  he  may  have  made,  when  it  is  shown  that  it 
was  made  by  mistake"  (Ziukand  v.  Brown,  3  L.  D.,  380^  Tipp  f .  Thomas, 
ib.,  102). 

Holding  that  Stuart's  settlement  dates  from  March,  1882,  such  settle- 
ment excepted  the  tract  from  the  grant  upon  the  subsequent  filing  (May 
24,  1884,  supra^)  of  the  map  of  definite  location. 

The  railroad  company  does  not  deny  that  Stuart's  settlement  and  res- 
idence preceded  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location,  but  claims  the 
tract  solely  on  the  ground  that  it  was  error  to  hold  that  Johnson's  filing 
excepted  the  land  from  the  withdrawal  on  the  map  of  general  route. 

The  decision  of  your  oflSce,  holding  the  tract  subject  to  entry  by  Stu- 
art, is  affirmed. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  145 

TIMBER  LAND  ENTRY-PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Tenny  v.  Johnson  et  al. 

A  timber  land  entry  under  the  act  of  Jnne  3. 1878|  can  not  be  allowed  for  land  in- 
clnded  within  a  bona  fide  pre-emption  claim,  and  the  rif^ht  of  the  pre-emptor  is 
not  affeot-ed  by  the  fact  that  his  improvements  are  not  on  the  particular  sub- 
division in  conflict. 

lu  determining  the  good  faith  of  a  pre-emption  claim,  asserted  for  laud  subject  to 
entry  under  said  act  of  187S,  it  is  competent  to  consider  the  character  of  the  land 
involved. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General 

Land  Office^  August  2,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  E.  Tenny  against  Charles  A. 
Johnson  and  Alexander  Sealander  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your 
decision  of  January  9,  1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  enter  the  W.  ^ 
SE.i  and  E.  J  SW.  \  Sec.  33  T.  24  N.,  B.  1  W.,  Olympia,  Washing, 
ton  land  district. 

The  facts  are  as  follows : 

On  July  6, 1885,  Alexander  E.  Sealander  filed  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  S.  J  SE.  \  of  Sec.  33  and  W.  J  SW.  J  Sec.  34^ 
T.  24  IS. J  E.  1.  W.,  Olympia  land  district,  alleging  settlement  Jane  23, 
1885. 

On  July  11, 1885,  Charles  A.  Johnson  filed  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  the  SW.  |  S W.  |,  B.  J  SW.  \  and  NW.  \  SB.  \  of  Sec.  33, 
same  township  and  range,  alleging  settlement  Jnne  23, 1885. 

On  April  17, 1886,  John  E.  Tenny  filed  an  application  to  enter  the  E« 
h  SW.  \  and  W.  J  SE.  \  Sec.  33,  same  township  and  range,  under  the 
timber  and  stone  act  of  June  3rd  1878  and  tendered  proof  and  payment 
therefore  July  13, 1886,  aud  supplemental  proof  August  12, 1886.  This 
application  being  in  conflict  with  Sealander's  declaratory  statement  for 
the  S  W.  ^  SE.  \  of  said  section  33,  and  with  Johnson's  declaratory  state- 
meut  for  the  £.  ^  SW.  ^  and  N W.  \  of  SB.  ^  of  said  section  33,  a  hearing 
was  ordered  on  August  13, 1886  to  beheld  at  the  land  office  at  Olympia, 
October  4, 1886,  to  determine  the  validity  of  said  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statements. 

By  stipulation  of  the  parties  the  testimony  was  taken  at  Seattle, 
Washington,  before  a  notary  public,  at  which  hearing  Johnson  ap- 
peared in  person  and  Sealander  and  Tenny  by  attorneys.  The  testi- 
mony was  taken  and  returned  to  the  office  and  on  March  5, 1887,  the 
register  and  receiver  decided  that  said  tracts  sought  to  be  entered  by 
Tenny  were  not  on  April  17,  1886,  subject  to  said  entry  and  Tenny's 
application  was  rejected.  From  this  decision  he  appealed  to  your  office 
and  on  January  9,  1889,  you  affirmed  said  decision,  from  which  judg- 
ment he  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  testimony  introduced  by  Tenny's  attorney  related  chiefly  to  the 
natare  of  the  land,  and  it  showed  that  said  land  was  somewhat  broken 
2497— Vol.  11 10 
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and  that  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  covered  by  fir  and  pine  timber. 
It  showed  iucideutly  that  the  preemptors  had  each  made  some  im- 
provements on  their  respective  lands,  bat  that  these  improvements 
were  not  on  the  particular  land  sought  to  be  entered  by  Tenny. 

The  testimony  introduced  by  Johnson  and  Sealander  showed  that 
each  had  built  a  cabin  on  his  land  and  made  some  clearing.  Sealander 
being  sick  was  unable  to  attend  the  hearing.  The  testimony  showed 
that  Johnson  had  a  comfortable  house  twenty-four  by  fourteen  feet  and 
about  five  acres  cleared  and  in  cultivation;  that  he  had  raised  very 
good  vegetables  on  the  land;  that  his  family  had  been  living  in  the 
house  from  January,  1886,  except  during  a  portion  of  the  time  when 
his  children  were  at  school.  Tenny  did  not  appear. at  the  hearing  and 
DO  witness  of  the  seven  called  in  his  behalf  appears  to  have  ever  known 
or  ever  seen  him. 

The  fact  that  the  particular  tracts  sought  to  be  purchased  by  Tenny 
did  not  cover  the  particular  subdivisions  upon  which  the  pre-emptor's 
improvements  were  situated  cannot  aiiect  their  rights  in  the  premises, 
nor  does  the  fact  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  land  is  excellent  timber 
land,  make  any  difference  in  the  case.  The  testimony  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  land  involved,  was,  however,  competent  as  reflecting  upon  the 
bona  fides  of  the  pre-emptors,  the  objection  thereto  and  motion  to  rule 
out  were  not  well  taken. 

In  Porter  v,  Throop  (6  L.  D.,  691)  these  questions  were  fully  discussed 
and  decided.    It  was  said — 

While  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  no  improvements  or  settlement  on  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  dispute,  in  contemplation  of  law,  Throop's  im- 
provements and  settlement  on  the  forty  acre  tract  not  in  dispute  covered  the  entire 
tract. 

As  to  the  other  point  it  was  said — 

.  The  exception  in  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  is  in  favor  not  of  the  'settler '  but  of  the 
*  bona  fide  settler '  .  .  .  .  and  while  the  act  in  exempting  from  its  operation 
lands  claimed  by  a  '  bona  fide  settler'  ex  vi  termini  recognizes  that  there  may  be  a 
bona  fide  settlement  on  lands  of  the  character  described  therein,  that  is  lands  chiefly 
valuable  for  timber  and  *  unfit  for  ordinary 'agricultural  purposes,'  .  .  .  '.  and 
the  fact  that  the  land  is  of  such  a  character,  might  be  a  circumstance,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  other  facts  of  the  case,  shedding  light  upon  the  question  of  the  bona  fides 
of  tbe  settler. 

I  have  considered  all  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and  I  find  that  both 
Johnson  and  Sealander  have  acted  in  good  faith  in  the  matter  of  their 
pre-emption  claims,  and  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  record 
I  find  no  sufficient  reason  for  disturbing  the  concluRiou  reached  by 
both  your  office  and  the  local  officers  and  the  decision  of  your  office 
is  therefore  affirmed.  Tenny's  application  to  enter  said  land  is  re- 
jected. 

It  appears  from  the  record  in  the  case  that  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
appeal  was  filed.  The  motion  is  not  found  with  the  papers,  and  the 
case  being  one  of  some  importance,  I  have  reviewed  the  entire  record, 
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and  passed  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  disregarding  the  motion  to  dis- 
miss, of  which  the  appellee  in  view  of  the  conclasion  reached,  can  not 
complain. 


PRIVATE  CLAIM— INDEMNITY. 

Asa  Hickman. 

The  right  to  indemnity  under  section  3,  act  of  June  12, 1858,  does  not  exist  if  the  claim 
ander  which  such  right  is  asserted  was  satisfied  by  location  prior  to  the  passage 
of  said  act. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  August 

2,  1890. 

In  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  for  the  soath western  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  made  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1823  (3  Stat.,  756), 
providing  for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  between  the  Eio  Hondo 
and  Sabine  Biver,  the  claim  of  Asa  Hickman,  assignee  of  John  May- 
hew,  3d  class  No.  233  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  the  bayou  San- 
taburb,  by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation  and  cultivation,  was 
recommended  for  confirmation.  American  State  Papers,  Green's  Ed., 
Vol.  4  p.  69. 

By  the  act  of  May  24, 1828  (6  Stat.,  382),  the  claims  in  the  third  class 
above  (with  a  few  express  exceptions,  that  of  Hickman  not  being 
among  the  exceptions),  were  confirmed. 

By  application,  dated  December  12, 1887,  Leo  Vandigaer,  the  duly 
appoiuted  curator  of  the  vacant  succession  of  Asa  Hickman,  deceased, 
alleging  that  the  claim  mentioned  remained  '^  wholly  unlocated  and 
unsatisfied,"  applied  to  the  surveyor-general  at  Kew  Orleans  for  the 
issue  of  certificates  of  location,  '^  under  section  three  ot  the  act  of  June 
2, 1858"  (li  Stat.,  294),  in  satisfaction  of  said  claim. 

The  register  and  receiver  at  Nachitoches  certify,  that  the  records  of 
their  office  show  that  the  claim  mentioned  has  not  been  located  or  sat- 
isfied, as  provided  by  the  confirmatory  act  of  May,  1828,  «upra,  and 
their  certificate,  dated  October  14, 1887,  accompanies  the  said  applica. 
tion. 

By  letter,  dated  December  24,  1887,  the  surveyor-general  at  New 
Orleans,  after  stating  that  the  records  of  his  office  show  that  said  claim 
<'  has  never  been  located,  surveyed  or  satisfied  by  the  government," 
transmitted,  in  satisfaction  thereof,  eight  certificates  of  location  of 
eighty  acres  each  for  authentication  by  your  office. 

On  April  25, 1888,  your  office,  finding  said  claim  to  have  been  located 
in  place  on  dec.  35,  T.  7  N.,  B.  9  W.,  in  the  Nachitoches,  formerly 
Opelousas,  land  district,  and  that  consequently  it  was  not  entitled  to 
indemnity,  held  for  cancellation  the  said  certificates  of  location. 

From  this  action  the  applicant  appeals  here. 

Your  office  found  the  claim  to  be  so  located  for  the  reason  that  in 
patent  certificate  No.  626,  in  favor  of  Asa  Hickman  his  heirs  and  as- 
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signs,  dated  at  the  Opeloasas  land  office  September  13, 1S33  and  signed 
by  the  register  it  was  designated  as  section  35  etc,  that  the  tract  books 
of  yonr  office  <^  show  that  said  section  is  reserved  to  satisfy  this  claim" 
and  that  the  receiver  at  Nachitoches,  by  letter  of  January  27, 1888,  re- 
ports that  the  said  section  is  entered  in  the  tract  book  as  <^  purchased 
by  Jno.  Mayhew    ....    Asa  Hickman,  assignee." 

In  the  tract  books  of  your  office  opposite  said  section  35,  is  entered 
the  said  claim  of  Asa  Hickman  and  also  another  claim  of  like  nature 
^y  William  Hickman. 

The  receiver  at  Nachitoches  in  his  said  letter  of  January  27,  1888,  in 
response  to  your  office  instructions  to  report  the  status  of  said  section 
35,  reports  further  that  on  the  township  map  the  claim  of  '^  William 
Hickman  "  is  marked  upon  the  said  section  and  that  the  same  claim  is 
entered  in  a  list  of  Rio  Hondo  claims  on  file  in  the  Nachitoches  office 
as  embracing  the  whole  of  section  35.  It  also  appears  from  said  letter 
and  from  the  records  of  your  office  that  a  patent  certificate  No.  107 
dated  April  21,  1853,  for  said  section  35  has  been  issued  in  favor  of 
William  Hickman. 

Subsequently  to  his  appeal  the  applicant  filed — under  rule  one  hun- 
dred of  practice — certain  papers  as  additional  evidence.  Among  the 
papers  thus  filed  I  find  a  certified  copy  of  the  township  plat  approved 
July  14, 1832,  on  file  in  the  surveyor- general's  office^  a  certified  copy 
of  sections  2S,  27,  34  and  35  <^  as  taken  from  the  map  of  said  township 
approved  July  17, 1832  "  on  file  in  the  land  office  at  Kachitoches,  and  a 
certified  copy  of  an  extract  from  the  original  field  notes  of  the  survey 
of  said  township,  that  have  been  approved  and  which  are  on  file  in  the 
surveyor-general's  office. 

On  both  of  the  maps  referred  to  '^  Asa  Hickman  "  is  marked  upon 
the  south  half  of  sections  26  and  27,  and  <' William  Hickman" on  section 
35.  The  field  notes  mentioned  are  those  of  the  deputy  surveyor  who  in 
July  1832  ran  the  interior  sectional  lines  of  said  township,  and  who 
with  reference  to  the  line  between  sections  26  and  35  stated  that  ^<  ^sa 
Hickman  "  claims  section  26  and  ''  William  Hickman"  section  35. 

The  evidence  concerning  the  location  of  the  claim  in  question  seems 
therefore  to  be  the  said  patent  certificate  to  Asa  Hickman,  and  the 
tract  books  referred  to  showing  the  location  of  the  claim  involved  to  be 
on  said  section  35,  the  township  plats  and  the  surveyor's  notes  which 
tend  to  show  that  it  was  located  on  sections  26  and  27,  the  certificate 
of  the  local  officers,  and  the  statement  of  the  surveyor-general  to  the 
efiect  that  it  has  not  been  located  at  all. 

In  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Opelousas  supra^  the 
claim  involved,  to  wit,  that  of  Asa  Hickman  is  thus  described  '^  bounded 
above  by  other  land  claimed  b^'  the  claimant,  on  other  sides  by  vacant 
laud."  By  the  same  report  the  said  claim  of  William  Hickman,  also 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  is  described  as  '^  situated  on  the  Bayou 
Santaburb  bounded  on  the  lower  side  by  land  claimed  by  William  Cuin- 
mings.    Am.  State  Papers,  Yol.  4,  p.  49,  No,  107. 
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Oq  the  township  plat  (filed  as  aforesaid)  in  the  surveyor  general's 
office,  section  16  is  marked  ^'  Wm.  Hickman  ^  and  a  house  is  sketched 
thereon.  The  land  in  section  21  immediately  adjoining  16  on  the  south 
or  by  which  it  is  "  bounded  on  the  lower  side  "  is  marked  *'  Williams  Oum- 
mings."  On  the  same  plat  the  south  half  of  section  26  adjoining  sec* 
tion  35  on  the  north  or  by  which  that  section  (35)  is  '^  bounded  above  " 
is  marked  Asa  Hickman. 

When  therefore  the  said  boundaries  of  the  claim  involved  and  of  the 
William  Hickman  claim,  as  given  by  the  commissioners  before  whom 
was  produced  the  original  evidence  upon  which  both  claims  are  based, 
are  considered  in  connection  with  the  township  plat  in  the  surveyor 
general's  office,  it  seems  clear  that  the  true  location  of  the  claim  in 
question  tc»  be  as  shown  by  the  patent  certificate  to  Asa  Hickman  and 
by  the  tract  books  of  your  office,  i.  e.,  on  the  said  section  35.  And  also 
that  the  marking  of  William  Hickman's  claim  upon  said  section  35,  and 
the  issue  of  a  patent  certificate  in  his  name  for  the  same  section  in  1853 
were  erroneous. 

The  2d  section  of  the  confirmatory  act  of  1828,  supra  provides  that 
claims  confirmed  thereby  shall  be  located  ^'  under  the  direction  of  the 
register  and  receiver  ....  in  conformity  with  the  legal  subdi- 
visions of  the  public  surveys  and  shall  include  the  improvements  of  the 
claimants  respectively." 

On  the  said  township  plat  in  the  surveyor  general's  office,  a  house  is 
marked  as  being  upon  the  other  land  of  Asa  Hickman  in  section  26, 
while  no  impi*ovemepts  are  marked  on  section  35.  Counsel  contend 
that  the  improvements  of  Asa  Hickman  upon  the  claim  involved,  being 
thus  shown  to  have  been  on  section  26,  it  was  error  to  hold  that  it  had 
been  located  on  section  35.  The  fact  that  an  improvement  is  noted  on 
the  adjoining  land  of  the  claimant,  by  no  means  shows  that  his  im. 
provements  upon  the  claim  in  question  had  been  disregarded  in  locating 
the  same.  Counsel  contend  that  as  the  confirmatory  act  of  1828,  supraj 
provided  for  the  location  of  the  claim  in  question,  ^'  under  the  direction 
of  the  register  and  receiver,"  the  patent  certificate  to  Asa  Hickman  ex- 
ecuted by  the  register  alone  is  not  proper  proof  of  the  location  of  the 
claim. 

In  support  of  this  contention  several  cases  are  cited  wherein  certifi- 
cates having  been  issued  by  the  register,  your  office,  before  issuing 
patents  under  section  2447,  Revised  Statutes,  act  of  December  22, 1854, 
10  Stat.,  599,  required  the  local  officers  to  issue  their  joint  certificate  of 
location  nunc  pro  tunc. 

In  this  connection  I  am  advised  that  the  files  of  your  office  contain  a 
considerable  number  of  ^^  patent"  certificates  for  claims  confirmed  by 
the  act  of  1828  that  have  been  transmitted  by  the  local  officers  in  the 
regular  course  of  business,  but  that  said  files  contain  but  few  ^<  loca- 
tion "  or  "  final "  certificates. 

These  locations  or  final  certificates  are,  in  most  instances  shown  to 
have  been  filed  by  or  for  the  respective  claimants. 
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It  thns  appears  that  in  locating  the  claims  so  confirmed  the  custom 
of  the  local  office  was  to  issae  to  the  party  applicant  as  his  evidence  of 
title  a  location  or  final  certificate  whereby  the  confirmation  and  loca- 
tion of  his  claim  were  duly  set  forth  and  to  transmit  for  the  files  of  your 
office  a  certificate  showing  their  action  in  premises.  The  certificate  so 
transmitted  was,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  patent  certificate. 

But  the  confirmatory  act  of  1828  supra^  made  no  provision  for  the 
patenting  of  claims  confirmed  thereby,  and  no  such  provision  was  made 
until  the  act  of  December  1854  supra.  As  no  patent  could  have  been 
legally  issued  upon  patent  certificates  transmitted  before  the  date  of 
the  last  named  act  it  follows  that  such  certificates  were  forwarded  for 
the  information  of  your  office. 

The  final  or  location  certificate  that  was  undoubtedly  issued  to  Asa 
Hickman  for  the  claim  involved  is  not  in  the  record.  But  that  such 
certificate  was  duly  issued  and  the  claim  involved  properly  located,  can 
not  in  the  face  of  the  said  certificate  bearing  date  but  little  more  than 
five  years  after  the  act  of  1828,  whereby  the  register  certifies  to  your 
office  the  location  of  the  same,  and  which  location  corresponds  with  the 
description  upon  which  the  claim  was  confirmed,  at  this  time  be  sue- 
cessiully  controverted. 

For  reasons  stated  I  must  find  that  the  claim  in  question  was  located 
upon  the  said  section  35  on  or  before  September  13, 1833,  the  date  of 
the  patent  certificate  to  Asa  Hickman. 

The  said  claim  having  been  so  located,  it  follows  that  the  same  was 
not  unsatisfied  at  the  date  of  the  act  of  June  2,  1858  suproy  under 
which  indemnity  is  asked. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


MINING  CLAIM-ADVSBSE  PROCEEDINGS. 

Bbown  et  al.  V.  Bond  et  al. 

The  local  office  has  no  authority  to  allow  a  mineral  entry  dnring  the  pendency  of 
adverse  judicial  proceedings. 

The  failure  of  an  agent,  who  files  an  adverse  claim,  to  furnish  therewith  proof  in 
corroboration  of  his  sworn  statement  of  authority,  will  not  defeat  ihe  right  of 
the  adverse  claimant  to  have  the  controversy  settled  by  judicial  proceedingn. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  July 

2y  1890. 

This  case  comes  before  the  Department  upon  the  appeal  of  appli- 
cants from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  October  17, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  mineral  entry  No.  133,  Glenwood  Springs,  Colorado,  made 
by  David  B.  0.  Brown  and  associates  for  the  Franklin  Lode  claim, 
Pitkin  county,  Colorado,  alleging  the  following  grounds  of  error: 

1.  Ernir  in  finding  from  the  record  that  J.  W.  Deaue  was  the  duly  aiitliorized 
agent  or  att4irney  in  fact  of  the  Rhoderic  Dhu  lode  claimants,  or  eitlier  of  theui,  for 
the  purpose  of  filing  the  adverse  claim. 
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2.  Error  in  finding  from  the  record  that  any  adverse  claim  was  filed  against  the 
Franklin  lode  claim  during  the  period  of  publication  of  notice  of  an  application  for 
a  patent  therefor,  or  at  any  other  time. 

3.  Error  in  finding  that  the  owners  of  the  Rhoderic  Dhu  lode  claim  were  entitled 
to  any  notice  of  the  rejection  of  their  so-called  adverse  claim  or  of  the  action  of  the 
re.ister  and  receiver  in  allowing  the  entry  of  the  Franklin  claim. 

4.  Error  in  holding  the  entry  of  the  Franklin  claim  for  cancellation  on  the  law 
and  the  evidence  of  the  case. 

The  application  was  filed  August  2,  1887,  aud  witbin  the  period  of 
sixty  days  of  publication  required  by  law  an  adverse  claim  was  filed 
by  J.  W.  Deane,  Esq.,  alleging,  under  oath,  that  he  is  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  the  owners  of  the  Boderick  Dhu  lode  claim,  which  con- 
flicts with  the  Franklin. 

The  material  issue  presented  by  this  appeal  is,  whether  an  adverse 
claim  was  filed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law  and  the  rules- 
and  regulations  of  the  Department  governing  such  claims.  If  it  were, 
then  the  local  ofi&cers  were  without  jurisdiction  to  allow  an  entry  upon 
the  application,  because  the  filing;  of  such  an  adverse  claim  by  opera- 
tion of  its  own  force  stays  all  proceedings,  except  the  publication  of 
notice  and  making  and  filing  of  affidavit  thereof,  until  the  controversy 
shall  be  decided  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  or  the  adverse 
claim  waived.    Revised  Statutes,  section  2326. 

The  record  shows  that  notice  of  the  application  for  patent  was 
published  in  a  weekly  newspaper,  consecutively,  from  August  6, 1887, 
the  date  of  the  first  insertion,  to  October  8, 1887,  the  date  of  the  last. 
The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department  required  that  in  all  cases 
sixty  days  must  intervene  between  the  first  and  last  insertion  of  the 
notice,  and  that  when  published  in  a  weekly  paper  ten  consecutive  in- 
sertions are  necessary.  In  this  case  the  sixty  days  of  publication  did 
not  expire  until  October  6,  and  hence  an  adverse  claim  filed  on  October 
5,  wa«  within  the  time  required  by  law. 

The  adverse  claim  filed  by  Deane,  as  attorney  for  the  Boderick  Dhu 
claimants,  was  endorsed  by  the  register,  <*  filed  October  5,  1887,"  and 
was  included  in  the  abstract  of  adverse  claims  received  from  that  office 
during  the  month  of  October,  1887,  and  for  which  the  legal  fee  required 
for  filing  adverse  claims  was  collected  and  accounted  for.  It  is  there- 
fore evident  that  the  claim  was  filed  within  the  time  required  by  law. 

The  only  ground  upon  which  the  local  officers  allowed  the  entry  of 
the  Franklin  lode  claim  seems  to  have  been,  because  the  adverse  claims^ 
^'  were  signed  by  attorneys  without  showing  or  filing  proper  authority 
or  proof,"  in  conformity  with  the  law  and  circular  of  instructions  issued 
by  the  Department,  and  the  main  ground  of  error  alleged  by  applicant^^ 
in  the  decision  of  your  office  is  in  reversing  this  finding  of  the  local  office,, 
and  in  finding  that  Deane  was  the  duly  authorized  agent  or  attorney  in 
fact  of  the  Boderick  Dhu  Lode  claimants,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filing  the  adverse  claim. 
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The  act  of  April  26, 1882  (22  Stat.,  49),  provides : 

That  the  adverse  claim  required  hy  section  twenty-three  hundred  and  Iwenty-six 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  may  he  verified  hy  the  oath  of  any  duly  authorized  agent  or 
attorney-in-fact  of  the  adverse  claimant  cognizant  of  the  facts  stated. 

Ou  May  9,  1882,  the  Department  issued  a  circular  of  instructious  to 
registers  and  receivers,  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act  ( I 
L.  D.,  685),  in  which  it  is  directed  that — 

Where  an  agent  or  attorney-in-fact  verifies  the  adverne  claim,  he  must  distinctly 
swear  that  he  is  such  agent  or  attorney,  and  accompany  his  affidavit  by  proof  thereof. 

The  adverse  claim  filed  by  Deane  on  October  5, 1887  (No.  70),  pur- 
ports to  be  "  in  behalf  of  Gteorge  Bond,  D.  M.  Van  Hoevenbergh  and 
other  owners  of  the  Roderick  Dhn  lode  mining  claim,  and  for  them  and 
as  their  legal  representatives."  The  nature,  boundaries  and  extent  of 
said  adverse  claim  were  fully  set  forth,  as  required  by  law,  and  the  ab- 
stract of  title  of  the  Roderick  Dhu  lode  claim  and  the  adverse  plat  show- 
ing conflict  between  said  claim  and  the  Franklin  lode  claim  were  filed 
as  exhibits  thereto,  to  which  reference  was  made. 

In  verifying  the  protest,  Deane  swears : 

That  he  is  the  attorney  and  legal  representative  of  the  adverse  claimants^  above 
named,  in  this  protest  and  adverse  claim  above  subscribed  by  him  becHuse  he  is  fa- 
miliar with  the  facts  and  represents  owners  whose  addresses  are  not  at  present  known 
and  whose  rights  in  the  premises  it  is  necessary  to  protect.  That  he  has  read  the 
same  and  knows  the  contents  thereof.  That  the  same  is  true  in  substance  and  in  fact, 
and  that  this  adverse  claim  is  made  in  good  faith  and  to  protect  a  better  and  prior 
title. 

On  the  day  said  claim  was  filed,  the  register  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at  Olenwood  Springs,  Colorado,  addressed  the  following  let- 
ter to  George  Bond  and  D.  M.  Van  Hoevenbergh  : — 

Yon  are  hereby  notified  that  your  adverse  and  protest  No.  70  ^*  Bhoderick  Dhu  " 
veins  M.,  application  No.  143,  survey  No.  463*2,  Franklin  lode,  D.  B.  C.  Brown  et  al., 
claimants,  has  been  this  day  filed  in  the  records  of  this  oflloe. 

Yon  are  also  notified  that  you  will  be  required  to  commence  proceedings  within 
thirty  days  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  question  of  right  of 
possession,  and  prosecute  the  same  with  reasonable  diligence  to  final  judgment,  fail- 
ing to  do  which  your  adverse  will  be  considered  waived,  and  the  application  of  sur- 
vey 4632  for  patent  be  allowed. 

On  November  1,  1887,  the  adverse  claimants  instituted  in  the  dis- 
trict court  for  the  county  of  Pitkin,  State  of  Colorado,  suit  in  support 
of  their  adverse  claim  as  owners  of  the  Koderick  Dhu  mining  claim 
against  the  Franklin  Mining  Company  and  others  as  claimants  and 
applicants  for  patent  of  the  Franklin  lode  mining  claim,  and  on  August 
30, 1889,  the  clerk  of  said  court  certified  that  said  suit  is  still  pending  and 
undetermined  in  said  court.  It  was  after  the  institution  of  said  suit  that 
the  entry  was  allowed.  Subsequently,  the  owners  of  the  Rhoderick  Dhu 
lode  mining  claim,  through  their  attorney  filed  a  petition  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  alleging  that  on  October  5,  1887,  ^<  J. 
W.  Deane,  Esq.,  was  the  agent,  attorney  and  legal  representative  of  D.  M. 
Van  Hoevenbergh  and  others,  owners  of  the  Rhoderick  Dhu  lode  min- 
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ing  claim,  and  as  such  filed  a  protest  in  the  land  office  at  Olenwood 
Springs,  Colorado,  protesting  against  the  issuance  of  a  patent  or  re- 
ceivei^s  receipt  to  the  owners  of  the  Franklin  lode  mining  claim  for  that 
lode."  The  petitioners  prayed  that  '^  they  may  be  granted  a  hearing 
before  some  competent  officer  as  to  the  matter  and  things  set  up  in  this 
petition,  and  that  the  receiver's  receipt  heretofore  issued  to  the  Frank- 
lin lode  mining  claim  be  held  for  cancellation  and  that  your  petitioners 
be  permitted  to  file  additional  proof  of  the  agency  of  said  J.  W.  Deaiie, 
who  filed  the  protest  herein."  This  petition  was  verified  by  the  affida- 
vit of  H.  T.  Tissington,  one  of  the  owners  of  said  Ehoderick  Dhu  claim, 
made  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Van  Hoevenbergh,  Bond,  and  othe 
owners,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  contents  of  said  petition  were 
known  to  him,  and  that  ^*  the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowledge,  except 
as  to  those  matters  which  are  therein  stated  upon  information  and  be- 
lief, and  as  to  them  he  believes  it  to  be  true." 

The  petition  in  this  case  and  the  affidavits  and  papers  filed  in  support 
thereof  show  that  Deane  was  in  fact  the  duly  authorized  agent  and  at- 
torney of  the  owners  of  the  Itoderick  Dhu  lode  claim  on  October  5, 
1887,  with  authority  to  file  the  adverse  claim  for  said  owners,  and  he 
had  under  the  law  authority  to  verify  it,  if  cognizant  of  the  facts  stated. 
But  the  contention  of  the  applicants  for  patent  is  that  the  statute  con- 
templates that  the  direct  and  specific  authority  to  act  in  the  particnlar 
matter  must  exist  and  appear  at  the  time  of  the  filing.  To  this  it  may 
be  replied,  that  such  authority  did  in  fact  exist,  and  substantially  ap- 
pear at  the  time  of  filing  of  the  adverse  claim.  That  part  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Department  which  requires  that  -'  where  an  agent 
or  attorney  in  fact  verifies  the  adverse  claim,  he  must  distinctly  swear 
that  he  is  such  agent  or  attorney,"  was  complied  with  by  Deane  when 
he  filed  the  protest,  alleging  under  oath  <<  that  he  is  the  attorney  and 
legal  representative  of  the  adverse  claimants  above  named  in  this  protest 
and  adverse  claim",  and  the  only  omission  was  in  failing  to  comply  with 
the  remaining  requirements  of  the  rule,  to  wit :  ^^  and  accompany  his 
affidavit  by  proof  thereof."  That  he  was  such  agent  subsequently  ap- 
pears by  the  affidavit  of  one  of  the  owners  to  the  petition  herein,  which 
was  not  the  ratification  of  an  unauthorized  act  of  Deane,  but  proof  of 
the  fact  that  authority  did  exist  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  adverse. 
So  that  the  sole  question  is,  whether  the  failure  of  an  agent  to  file  ac- 
companying proof,  in  corroboration  of  his  affidavit,  as  required  by  the 
rules,  will  defeat  the  right  of  the  adverse  claimant  to  have  the  contro- 
versy settled  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

The  act  merely  requires  that  the  adverse  claim  "  may  be  verified  by 
the  oath  of  any  duly  authorized  agent  or  attorney  in  fact  of  the  adverse 
claimant  cognizant  of  the  facts  stated,"  and  it  is  only  by  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Department  that  he  is  required  to  make  affidavit  that 
he  is  the  agent  and  attorney,  and  to  accompany  his  affidavit  with  proof 
thereof 
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While  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  the  power  to  establish  rules 
and  regulations  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  which  have  all 
the  force  and  effect  of  law,  if  not  in  contravention  of  it,  yet  the  failure 
to  comply  with  the  technical  requirements  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
was  a  mere  irregularity,  and  will  not  defeat  the  right  of  the  claimant  to 
have  the  controversy  settled  by  the  appropriate  tribunal,  if  he  has  com- 
plied with  the  statute. 

The  material  question  is,  whether  the  person  filing  the  adverse  claim 
was  in  fact  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  the  persons  for  whom  he  pur- 
ported to  act. 

Besides,  the  local  officers  notified  the  claimant  on  the  day  the  adverse 
claim  was  presented,  that  it  had  been  filed  with  the  records  of  that  of- 
fice, and  they  were  notified  and  required  to  commence  proceedings 
within  thirty  days  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  to  determine  the 
question  of  right  of  possession,  and  to  prosecute  said  claim  to  final  judg- 
ment, and  upon  failure  to  do  so  the  adverse  claim  would  be  considered 
waived  and  the  application  for  patent  be  allowed.  Acting  upon  this 
notification,  the  adverse  claimants  commenced  their  suit  in  the  proper 
district  court  within  thirty  days  and  three  days  before  the  entry  was 
allowed  by  the  local  officers.  This  removed  from  the  land  office  for  the 
time  being  all  jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  and  any  action  taken  by 
them  afterwards  was  void  and  of  no  effect. 

In  the  case  of  Beed  v,  Hoyt,  1  L.  D.,  603,  which  was  a  case  where  an 
adverse  claim  of  Silas  Beed  against  an  application  for  a  mine  in  Utah 
was  rejected  by  Commissioner  McFarland,  because  sworn  to  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  Secretary  Teller  said  that : — 

Ab  it  appears,  however,  that  suit  was  commeuced  on  this  claim  within  the  requiped 
time,  aud  is  now  pending,  I  am  unwilling,  upon  technical  reasons,  to  interpose 
objections  to  an  adjudication  of  the  claim  by  the  appropriate  tribunal. 

In  McMaster's  case,  2  L.  D.,  706,  it  was  held  by  Secretary  Teller  that : 

Although  section  2326  of  the  Revised  Statutes  requires  that  **  an  adverse  claim  shall 
be  upon  oath  of  the  perscm  or  persons  making  the  same,"  and  the  present  claim 
was  filed  upon  the  oath  of  their  attorney  only,  aud  although  your  decision  dismissing 
the  adverse  claim  became  final  against  such  claimants  for  want  of  appeal  s  o  far  as 
respects  proceedings  in  the  Land  Department,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  claim 
having  acquired  a  status  in  the  courts,  the  question  of  its  regularity  and  validity 
should  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  that  pending  the  proceeding  this 
Department  should  take  uo  action  therein. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  application  in  this  ca^se  was  made  under 
the  act  of  May  10, 1872,  which  required  the  adverse  claim  to  be  veri- 
fied by  the  oath  of  the  claimants  themselves,  and  an  agent  was  not 
authorized  to  verify  it. 

Again,  in  the  case  of  Meyer  et  aL  v.  Hyman,  7  L.  D.,  83,  it  wan  held 
by  Secretary  Vilas  that  an  entry  allowed  prior  to  the  final  disposition 
of  adverse  proceedings  must  be  canceled,  where  it  appears  that  such 
adverse  claim  is  still  undetermined.  See  also  Bichmond  Mining  Com- 
pany V.  Hose,  114  U.  S.,  676. 
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All  of  the  questions  herein  presented  can  be  determined  by  the  court 
in  which  the  suit  on  the  adverse  is  pending,  and  that  court  having  ac- 
qaired  jurisdiction  of  the  case  prior  to  the  allowance  of  the  entry,  it 
was  therefore  improvidently  allowed,  and  the  decision  of  your  ofQce 
holding  it  for  cancellation  is  affirmed. 

[Note  :  An  application  for  the  recall  of  this  decision  was  denied  by 
Secretary  Noble,  August  5, 1890.] 


DESERT  LAND  ENTRY— APPLICATION. 

Jacob  P.  Oswald. 

The  fallare  of  an  applicant  for  desert  land  to  show  personal  knowledge  of  the  land 
entered)  does  not  call  for  cancellation,  if  the  entry  was  allowed  in  accordance 
with  existing  practice  which  did  not  require  such  showing  on  the  part  of  the 
applicant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,,  August 

4,  1890. 

With  your  letter  of  July  5,  1889,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  Jacob 
P.  Oswald  from  your  office  decision  of  February  16,  1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  his  desert  land  entry  No.  460,  made  July  13,  1887,  for  the 
W.  i  NB.  I,  Sec  26,  T.  44  N.,  R.  98  W.,  Evanston,  Wyoming. 

It  appears  that  Oswald  is  a  citizen  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  that 
his  declaration  for  said  entry  was  executed  in  that  city  June  17,  1887* 
It  was  forwarded  to  the  local  land  office,  accompanied  by  two  affidavits 
made  by  Jay  L.  Torrey  and  James  T.  McGinnis,  who  testified  from  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  observation  that  they  had  frequently  passed  over 
the  land,  and  that  the  same  'Ms  desert  land" — the  affidavits  being 
otherwise  in  regular  form  and  containing  the  usual  averments  required 
of  witnesses  in  desert  land  entries. 

The  register  and  receiver  permitted  the  entry,  and  issued  the  usual 
certificate  on  the  payment  of  the  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

The  declaration  of  claimant  stated  :  ^'  that  I  became  acquainted  with 
said  land  by  representations  of  parties  well  acquainted  therewith." 

By  your  office  letter  of  November  22,  1887,  you  directed  the  local 
officers  to  Inform  the  claimant ''  that  he  must  furnish  within  sixty  days 
from  notice  a  supplemental  affidavit  fully  setting  forth  his  pergonal  in- 
spection of  each  subdivision  of  the  land  and  his  knowledge  of  the  char- 
acter  thereof  being  desert,  in  default  of  which  his  entry  will  be  held 
for  cancellation." 

On  January  7, 1888,  Mr.  P.  A.  Torrey,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  the  at- 
torney for  claimant,  addressed  a  communication  to  your  office,  in  which 
he  says : — 

It  is  no  relief  to  say  that  they  (referring  to  eight  claimants,  including  claimant 
herein,)  are  allowed  sixty  days  to  obtain  personal  knowledge  of  the  land  and  sabmit 
proofs  needed,  for  these  men  can  not  leave  their  daily  work  for  the  purpose  or  afford 
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the  expense  counected  therewith.  As  these  men  do  not  now  possess  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  character  of  the  land  in  qaestion  and  can  not  obtain  it  on  possible  terms, 
and  since  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  they  performed  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  their 
part  of  the  implied  agreement,  I  earnestly  beg  on  their  behalf  that  the  decision  of 
the  Honorable  CommiSi»ioner  in  these  cases  be  reconsidered  and  the  entries  allowed 
to  stand. 

On  Februaiy  13,  1888,  you  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Torrey's 
letter,  and  declined  to  reconsider  yoar  reqaireinent  that  claimant  shoald 
have  personal  knowledge  of  the  desert  character  of  the  land  before 
entry,  citing  as  aathority  the  case  of  Matthew  J.  Byrnes,  decided  by 
Assistant  OommissionerStockslagerJaly  20, 1886(13  G.  L.  O.,  108). 

After  due  notice,  and  on  failure  to  meet  your  office  requirement,  you 
held  the  entr^'  for  cancellation. 

The  errors  assigned  are  the  following : 

1.  The  ruling  appealed  from  is  not  in  acconl  with  the  established 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department. 

2.  It  is  not  in  accord 'with  the  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the  recla* 
mation  of  desert  lands. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  lands 
in  certain  States  and  Territories,  approved  March  3, 1877  (19  Stat., 
377),  is  as  follows: 

That  all  lands,  exclusive  of  timber  lands  and  mineral  lands,  which  will  not  with- 
out irrigation  produce  some  agricultural  crop,  shall  be  deemed  desert  lands  within 
the  meaning  of  this  act  which  fact  shall  be  ascertained  by  proof  of  two  or  more  cred- 
ible witnesses  under  oath,  whose  affidavits  shall  be  filed  in  the  land  office  in  which 
said  tract  of  land  may  be  situated. 

Section  3  of  said  act  provides  that  the  determination  of  what  may 
be  considered  desert  land  shall  be  subject  to  the  decision  and  regulation 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  act  requiring  applicants  to  have  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  desert  character  of  the  land ;  but  it  does  require  that 
such  desert  character  shall  be  ascertained  by  ''proof  of  two  or  more 
credible  witnesses."  But  the  determination  of  what  may  be  considered 
desert  land ''  shall  be  subject  to  the  decision  and  regulation  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office." 

By  a  general  circular  issued  by  Commissioner  Sparks  and  approved 
June  27, 1887  (5  L.  D.,  708),  applicants  for  desert  lands  were  required 
''hereafter"  to  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  lands  intended  to  be 
entered.  That  the  required  affidavit  could  not  be  made  by  an  agent, 
nor  "  upon  information  and  belief,"  but  must  be  made  from  a  personal 
examination  of  the  lands.  But  it  was  provided  in  that  circular  that 
"Nothing  herein  will  be  construed  to  have  a  retroactive  effect  in  cases 
where  the  official  regulations  of  this  department  in  force  at  the  date 
of  entry  were  complied  with."  This  circular  was  mailed  to  the  local 
land  office  on  July  15,  1887,  and  August  1,  thereafter,  was  fixed  as  the 
date  when  its  requirements  should  take  effect,  a  reasonable  time  being 
allowed  for  its  transmission  and  promulgation.  See  circular  approved 
December  3, 1889  (9  L.  D.,  672). 
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Prior  to  Jane  27, 1887,  and  certainly  up  to  September  1,  1884,  it  was 
not  the  practice  of  your  office  to  require  applicants  for  desert  lands  to 
have  a  personal  knowl^ge  &i  their  desert  character.  See  letter  of 
Commissioner  McFarland  in  case  of  Fritz  W.  Gaenis  et  a2.,  September 
1, 1884,  addressed  to  the  local  office  at  Evanston,  Wyoming. 

On  July  20, 1886,  in  the  case  of  Matthew  J.  Byrnes,  supra^  Assistant 
Commissioner  Stockslager  decided  that  ^'  the  desert  land  act  contem- 
plated that  persons  entering  land  thereunder  shall  have  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  land  they  propose  to  enter,  obtained  from  an  examina- 
tion of  each  and  every  legal  subdivision  thereof,  which  fact  must  be 
set  forth  in  the  declaration." 

But  I  am  unable  to  find  that  such  a  construction  or  interpretation  of 
the  act  was  ever  prior  to  that  time  given,  and  then  only  applied  to  the 
Byrnes  case,  at  the  Yisalia,  California,  land  office  ^  nor  was  sucb  in- 
terpretation ever  of  general  force  or  the  public  advised  of  the  new  re- 
quirement,  until  August  1,  1887,  the  date  when  the  general  circular  of 
June  27,  1887,  supra^  took  effect,  and  it  expressly  provided  that  such 
construction  was  not  to  have  a  ^^  retroactive  ett'ect." 

The  claimant  herein  made  his  application  July  13,  1887  ;  such  appli- 
cation was  made  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations,  which  did  not 
then  require  an  applicant  for  desert  lands  to  have  a  personal  knowledge 
of  the  same,  and  his  application  was  properly  allowed.  James  Bow- 
man (8  L.  D.,  408). 

I  therefore  direct  that  the  entry  be  allowed,  subject  to  future  com- 
pliance with  the  law. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  reversed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-CONFLICTING  BNTRY— SWAMP  SELECTION. 

St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  Ry.  Oo. 

Land  covered  by  an  entry  at  date  of  definite  location  is  excepted  thereby  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant,  and  the  snbseqaent  cancellation  of  the  entry  does  not 
affect  the  status  of  the  land  nnder  the  grant. 

The  act  of  July  28,  1866,  reviving  the  grant  of  February  9,  1853,  was  not  a  new  dona- 
tion of  lands  included  within  the  limits  of  the  original  grant,  but  a  waiver  of  the 
right  of  the  government  to  insist  upon  the  terms  of  reversion  contained  in  said 
grant. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  grant,  that  **  any  and  all  lands  reserved  to  the  United 
States  by  any  act  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal 
improvement,  or  in  any  manner  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  from  the  operation  of  this  act,"  lands  covered 
by  prima  fade  valid  swamp  selections  at  the  date  when  said  grant  becomes  effect- 
ive are  excepted  therefrom. 

ISecretary  Noble  to  the  Commisiioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

4,  1890. 

The  appeal  of  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Moantain  and  Southern  Railroad 
Company  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  April  11,  1888,  reject- 
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ing  its  claim  to  the  lands  liereiDafter  described  is  before  me  for  cousid* 
eratioD. 

The  compauy  claims  said  land  under  llie  a§t  of  February  9, 1853  (10 
Stats.,  155),  as  revived  and  extended  by  the  act  of  July  28, 1866  (14 
Stats.,  338),  granting  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  respect- 
ively, certain  lauds  to  aid  in  making  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  by  the  way  of  Little  Bock,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line,  near 
Fulton  in  Arkansas,  together  with  certain  branches  therein  designated. 

It  appears  that  the  line  of  road  was  definitely  located  August  11, 
1^55,  and  consequently  that  the  claim  of  the  company  then  attached  to 
the  lands  in  place,  granted  by  the  original  act. 

Tlie  additional  lands  in  place,  granted  by  the  act  of  July  28, 1866, 
were  reserved  by  the  act  from  all  future  appropriation  to  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  therein  contemplated,  and  the  claim  of  the  company  at- 
tached thereto  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

On  May  31, 1881,  as  appears  from  your  office  decision,  the  said  com- 
pauy "  listed  »  the  SE.  J  of  S  W.  J,  Sec.  6,  T.  2  K,  R.  14  W.,  and,  on  Jan- 
uary  7, 1882,  the  following  described  tracts,  to  wit : — 

SE.  i  SW.  i,  Sec.  18,  T.  16  N.,  R.  3  E., 
SW.  i  "      12  *'  18  "     "  3  " 

W.  i  SE.  i,  "  20  ".  19  '•  "  4  '• 
SW.  i  N  W.  i,  "  22  "  16  "  "  1  " 
Lot5ofNW.  i       30  *•     3  •'     "  9  " 

in  the  Little  Bock  land  district,  Arkansas,  within  the  six  miles  granted 
limits  of  said  act  of  February  9,  1853;  that  on  the  same  day  said  com- 
pany '^  listed''  the  following  described  tracts,  situated  in  the  same  land 
district,  and  within  the  five  mile  additional  limits  granted  by  the  act  of 
July  28, 1866,  to  wit  :— 

NE.  i,  SW  i,  Sec.  3,  T.  14  N.,  R.  2  E., 

Lots  2  aurt  3  of  NW.  i,    "    31,   '*     9  "    "  2  W., 

W.iSW.i,    "    23,   «*    11  *•    "  2  ** 

NW.  i  &  NW.  iSW.i,    "      1,   «*   16   "    **  2  *» 

W.  i  lot  2  NE.  i  **     3,    •'    12  "    "4  " 

8.  i  NE.  i,    "    27.    "      3   "    "9  " 

March  5, 1855,  one  Claiborne  Wright  entered  the  tract  first  described. 
This,  it  will  be  observed,  was  five  months  before  the  line  of  railroad  was 
definitely  located. 

June  15, 1858,  Wright's  said  entry  was  canceled,  and  the  purchase 
money  refunded. 

All  the  described  tracts,  except  the  one  entered  by  Wright.,  were, 
prior  to  August  11, 1855— the  date  of  definite  location  of  road — selected 
by  the  State  of  Arkansas  as  swamp  lands.  The  State's  claim  to  these 
lands  under  the  swamp  laud  act  was  rejected  by  your  office,  and  said 
selections  cancoled  February  25,  1882.  As  oue  of  said  tracts  was 
covered  by  Wright's  entry,  and  all  the  others  by  unadjudicated  swamp 
selections  at  the  time  the  company's  claim  attached  to  the  lands  granted 
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for  its  use,  your  office  held  that  they  were  thereby  excepted  from  said 
railroad  grants. 

The  coinpauy,  by  its  attorneys,  objects  to  said  decision,  and  assign 
error  therein  as  follows : 

I^t.  In  holding  that  the  said  S£.  i  of  SW.  i,  Sec.  6,  T.  2  N.,  B.  14  W.,  was  excepted 
from  8aid  company's  grant  by  the  entry  of  one  Claiborne  Wright  existing  at  date  of 
iletinite  location  of  the  line  of  road,  said  entry  having  been  canceled  long  before  the 
act  of  July  28,  18G6,  reviving  and  extending  said  grant. 

2ad.  In  holding  the  remainder  of  said  tracts  excepted  from  said  company's  grant 
by  an  alleged  selection  thereof  by  the  State  of  Arkansas  under  the  prior  swamp  land 
^ant  to  said  State :  (a)  Because  only  land  actually  swamp  or  so  found  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  are  within  the  exception  from  said  railroad  grant;  (b)  The  claim 
of  the  State  under  such  swamp  grant  was  rejected  by  the  General  Land  OtlSce  on 
March  15,  1881,  upon  the  formal  admission  of  record  made  by  the  State  that  said  lands 
were  not  swamp  lauds,  and  the  want  of  record  proof  that  said  lands  were  iu  fact 
swHinp  or  overflowed  within  the  meaning  of  that  grant ;  (c)  The  lands  being  ad- 
tnirtednot  of  the  character  contemplated  by  the  swamp  land  grant,  same  were  sub- 
je<:ri  ro  disposal  by  Congress  and  lawfully  Inure  to  this  company  under  the  grant 
made  to  it  by  Congress. 

Section  2  of  the  act  of  February  9,  1863,  provides : 

That  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  re- 
spectively, for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  making  the  railroad  and  branches  as  afore- 
said, within  their  respective  limits,  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by 
even  numliers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road  and  branches ;  but 
in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  line  or  route  of  said 
road  is  definitely  fixed  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sold  any  part  of  any  section  hereby 
granted,  or  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  has  attached  to  the  same,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  said  States,  to 
select,  subject  to  the  approval  aforesaid,  from  the  lands  of  the  United  States  most 
contiguous  to  the  tier  of  sections  above  specified,  so  much  land  in  alternate  sections 
or  parts  of  sections  as  shall  be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold,  or 
to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  has  attached  as  aforesaid,  which  lands,  being  equal 
in  quantity  to  one  half  of  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road,  the  States  of 
Arkansas. and  Missouri  shall  have  and  hold  to  and  for  the  use  and  purpose  aforesaid: 
Provided,  That  the  lands  to  be  located  shall  in  no  case  be  further  than  fifteen  miles 
from  the  line  of  the  road  :  And  provided  further,  That  the  lands  hereby  granted  shall 
be  applied  in  the  construction  of  said  road,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  ouly  as  the  work 
progresses,  and  shall  be  applied  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever :  And  provided  further, 
That  any  and  all  lands  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any  act  of  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object  of  internal  improvement,  or  in  any  manner  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  from 
the  operation  of  this  act,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  locat«  the 
routes  of  the  said  railroad  and  branches  through  such  reserved  lands. 

Section  1  of  the  act  of  July  28, 18(^6,  provides : 

That  the  '*  Act  granting  the  right  of  way  and  making  a  grant  of  land  to  the  States 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  to  aid  iu  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  upon 
the  Mississippi  opposite  the  month  of  the  Ohio  river,  via  Little  Rock,  to  the  Texas 
boundary,  near  Fulton,  in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort  Smith  and  the  Mississippi 
Biver,"  approved  February  nine,  eighteen  hundred  and  fiftx -three,  with  all  the  pro- 
visions therein  made,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived  and  extended  for  the  term 
of  ten  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act;  and  all  the  lands  therein  granted,  which 
reverted  to  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  be,  and  the  same  are 


160  DECISIONS    RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

hereby,  restored  to  the  same  castody,  control,  and  condition,  and  made  subject  to  the 
uses  and  trusts  in  all  respects  as  they  were  before  aud  at  the  time  such  reversion  took 
effect. '» 

and  section  2  of  said  act  provides : 

That  there  is  hereby  granted,  added  to,  and  made  part  of  the  donation  of  lands 
hereby  renewed  and  made  subject  to  the  same  uses  and  trusts,  and  under  the  same 
custody,  control,  and  conditions,  and  to  be  held  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manuer 
as  if  included  in  the  original  grant,  all  the  alternate  sections  and  parts  of  sections, 
designated  by  odd  numbi^rs,  lying  along  the  outer  line  of  lands  heretofore  granted, and 
within  five  miles  on  each  side  thereof,  excepting  lands  reserved  or  otherwise  appro- 
priated by  law,  or  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  homestead  settlement  has 
attached. 

The  Status  of  these  lands  when  the  grant  took  effect  mnst  determine 
whether  they  are  subject  thereto.  Neilson  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 
et  al.    (9  L.  D.,402 ;)  Showell  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.    (10  id.,  167), 

As  for  the  tract  covered  by  the  entry  ol  Wright,  it  is  clearly  ex- 
cepted from  the  original  grant  under  the  clause  in  the  aet  of  1853,  pro- 
viding for  indemnity  in  case  the  '^  United  States  have  when  the  line  or 
route  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sold 
any  part  of  any  section  hereby  granted,  or  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
has  attached  to  the  same,"  etc.  The  subsequent  cancellation  of  the 
entry  could  not  change  the  status  of  the  land,  or  operate  in  favor  of  the 
company  (Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerry,  10  L.  D.,  290),  unless  it 
was  thereby  brought  within  the  grant  under  the  reviving  act  of  1866. 
An  examination  of  said  act  does  not,  however,  bear  out  this  theory. 

It  did  not  purport  to  grant  lands  that  were  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  former  act,  but  only  to  "  revive  ^  and  <^  renew  '^  said  act "  with 
all  the  provisions  therein  made,"  for  the  further  period  of  ten  years.  It 
was  not  a  new  donation  of  the  lands  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
original  grant,  but  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  the  government  to  insist 
upon  the  terms  of  reversion  contained  in  said  grant.  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Clabourn,  6  L.  D.,  427. 

As  for  the  tracts  covered  by  the  swamp  selections,  the  provisions  in 
section  2  of  the  original  grant  ^'  That  any  and  all  lands  reserved  to  the 
United  States  by  any  act  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  any 
object  of  internal  improvement,  or  in  any  manner  for  any  purpose^  what- 
soever^ be  and  the  same  are  hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  from 
the  operation  of  this  act,"  works  an  exclusion  of  these  lands  from  the 
grant;  for  at  the  date  when  the  grant  became  effective,  both  within  the 
original  and  additional  limits,  said  lands  were  covered  hy  prima  facie 
valid  selections  under  the  swamp  grant.  The  words  of  exception  are 
broad  in  their  significance  and  leave  but  slight  room  for  construction. 
Lands  reserved  in  any  manner  or  for  any  purpose  whatsoever  are  ex- 
pressly excluded  from  the  grant.  In  the  administration  of  the  swamp 
grant  lands  formally  claimed  thereunder  must  of  necessity,  during  the 
pendency  of  such  Claim  be  reserved  from  any  other  disposition,  and  this 
is  the  ruling  of  the  Department.  Starr  v.  State  of  Minnesota,  8  L.  D,, 
644 ;  State  of  Oregon,  9  id.,  360. 
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The  same  rale  has  been  applied  in  cases  of  indemnity  school  selec- 
tions, even  where  it  subsequently  transpired  that  the  selection  was  in- 
valid. Niven  v.  State  of  California,  6  L.  D.,  439;  Call  v.  Southern  Pa- 
cific E.  E.  Co.,  11  L.  D.,  49. 

The  same  effect  is  given  to  a  railroad  indemnity  selection,  it  being 
held  to  preclade  the  allowance  of  an  entry  for  the  land  covered  thereby. 
Bndolph  Nemitz,  7  L.  D.,  80.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  De- 
partment has  uniformly  construed  the  formal  assertion  of  a  claim  to  a 
particular  tract  of  land  under  a  congressional  grant  to  work  a  reserva- 
tion of  such  tract  during  the  pendency  of  such  claim.  Indeed  the  rec- 
ognition of  any  other  rule  would  frequently  operate  to  defeat  the  exe* 
cution  of  a  grant  in  accordance  with  its  terms. 

As  the  condition  of  the  lands  at  the  time  when  the  grant  becomes 
operative  determines  whether  they  are  included  therein,  it  must  be  held 
that  the  pending  swamp  selections  excluded  the  lands  covered  thereby 
from  the  operation  of  this  grant. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTTTRE  CONTEST— AGENT. 
DAVIES  V,  KlLLOOBE. 

A  timber  caltnre  entryman  who  entrusts  the  care  of  his  claim  to  an  agent  is  respon- 
sible for  the  negligence  of  said  agent  in  performing  tbe  requisite  acts  of  compli- 
ance with  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Co^nmissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  4,  1890. 

This  appeal  involves  timber-culture  entry  No.  5241,  made  by  Charles 
Eillgore  October  26, 18^,  for  the  W.  i  of  the  NW.  \  and  the  W.  J  of  the 
8W.  J,  Sec  6,  T,  14  N.,  R.  19  W.,  Grand  Island,  Nebraska. 

James  Davies  filed  affidavit  of  contest  November  10,  1886,  alleging 
that  ^^  defendant  has  not  planted  or  caused  to  be  planted  to  trees,  seeds 
or  cuttings  five  acres  of  said  tract  from  date  of  entry  up  to  November 
8, 1886."  By  stipulation  the  testimony  was  taken  before  A.  B.  Samson , 
notary  public,  at  Broken  Bow,  Custer  County,  Nebraska.  Three  wit- 
nesses were  examined  by  contestant,  all  swearing  that,  up  to  November 
10,  1886,  no  seeds,  trees  or  cuttings  had  been  planted  on  the  land  em- 
braced in  the  entry.  No  witnesses  were  introduced  by  the  defendant, 
but  by  agreement  of  counsel  it  was  stipulated  that,  on  the  part  of  de- 
fendant, 

Charles  Killgore  will  swear  that  he  is  a  non-resident  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  and 
has  been  for  two  years  last  past ;  that  when  leaving  for  Wyoming  Territory,  two 
yeai-s  ago,  he  paid  William  Smiddy  to  attend  to  his  timber  claim  for  him,  and  agreed 
to  pay  him  for  doing  the  work  necessary  to  comply  with  the  timber-cultnre  law  the 
sam  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  year  and  that  he  has  paid  him  that  sam  for  the  past 
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two  yeaTH,  and  further  agreed  that  he  should  have  the  benefit  of  any  crop  that  should 
be  raised  on  the  broken  land  on  said  claim  ;  also  that  said  William  Smiddy  would 
swear  that  he  received  the  above  consideration,  and  agreed  to  attend  to  the  work 
and  arranged  for  all  the  work  to  be  done  up  to  the  tiipe  of  planting  timber  on  said 
tract ;  that  about  the  last  of  August  or  first  of  September,  1686,  himself  and  fonr 
other  men  went  on  to  the  tract  for  the  purpose  of  planting  box  elder  seeds  thereon, 
and  did  so  plant  five  acres  of  land  with  box  elder  seeds,  and  that  the  land  so  planted 
was  on  that  that  he  had  been  shown  as  being  on  Charles  Kilgore's  timber  claim,  and 
that  he  always  supposed  until  to-day,  the  day  of  hearing,  that  it  was  on  Kilgore's 
timber  claim,  and  he  now  ascertains  that  said  seeds  were  planted  on  a  timber  claim 
adjoining  this  one  ou  the  north,  with  which  he  was  not  concerned  in  the  least,  in- 
stead of  on  the  Kilgore  timl*er  claim  as  intended ;  and  that  another  witness  will  swear 
that  he  went  there  with  Smiddy  to  help  him  plant  seeds  on  the  Kilgore  timber  claim 
and  that  the  seeds  were  planted  where  directed  by  Smiddy! 

On  this  evideuce  the  register  and  receiver  foaud  in  favor  of  the  contest- 
ant, and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  On  appeal  to  your 
office,  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  was  reversed  and  the  contest 
dismissed,  and  the  contestant  has  appealed  to  this  Dcparment. 

While  it  has  been  and  still  is  the  policy  of  this  Department  to  deal 
liberally  with  entrymen  who  are  honestly  endeavoring  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  law  in  perfecting  their  entries,  still  it  has  always 
held  that  the  entryman  should  exercise  ordinary  diligence,  and  if  his 
failure  is  attributable  to  the  lack  of  such  diligence  his  mistakes 
ought  not  to  be  rectified  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  inchoate  rights  of  others 
who  are  diligent  and  honest  in  the  prosecution  of  their  claims. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  the  claimant,  Killgore,  made  entry 
nnder  the  timber-culture  law,  which  requires  at  least  eight  years  to 
perfect  his  title,  and  contented  himself  with  employing  an  agent  at 
twenty-five  dollars  a  year  to  attend  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
while  he  took  up  his  permanent  residencie  in  another  State,  and,  appar- 
ently, thereafter  gave  no  heed  to  his  claim. 

It  is  true  that  the  presence  of  an  entryman  on  his  claim  is  not  re- 
quired under  the  timber-culture  act,  yet,  if  he  chooses  to  entrust  the 
culture  of  timber  to  an  agent,  he  will  be  held  responsible  for  his  negli- 
gence and  can  not  plead  exemption  from  responsibilty  for  his  careless 
or  heedless  mistakes  in  failing  to  comply  with  the  law  upon  the  ground 
that  he  has  employed  and  paid  him  to  do  the  work  necessary  to  per- 
fect the  entry.     (Hemstreet  t\  Greenup,  4  L.  D.,  493.) 

The  only  question  to  determine  then  is,  did  Smiddy  exercise  ordi- 
nary care  and  prudence  in  ascertaining  the  true  location  of  defendant's 
entry.  The  evidence  of  his  diligence  is  set  out  in  the  stipulation  from 
which  it  appears  that  Smiddy  planted  the  five  acres  on  laud  that  "  he 
had  been  shown  as  being  on  Charles  Kilgore's  timber  claim."  There  is 
no  statement  as  to  who  showed  him  the  tract  or  that  the  person  show- 
ing him  resided  in  the  vicinity,  or  knew  anything  about  the  location  of 
the  claim,  and  there  is  no  explanation  of  how  he  came  to  rely  upon  the 
Judgment  of  the  person  directing  him  where  to  plant. 

It  further  appears  from  the  record  that  Smiddy  had  been  for  two 
years  in  charge  of  the  timber  culture  on  this  claim,  during  which  time 
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he  had  ^^  arranged  for  all  the  work  to  be  done  up  to  the  time  of  plant - 
infif  timber,"  and  after  such  two  years  superrision  does  not  know  where 
the  c)aim  is  located. 

I  do  not  think  this  Department  would  be  justified  in  excusing  mis- 
takes so  heedlessly  made  as  this  evidently  was,  and  as  the  claimant 
must  be  held  responsible  for  the  carelessness  of  his  agent,  the  decision 
of  your  office  is  reversed  and  the  entry  of  Kilgore  canceled. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  PILING. 

Union  Pacifio  Ry.  Oo.  v.  Phillips. 

A  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  filing  existing  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant ;  and  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
emptor  did  not  reside  npon,  cultivate,  or  improve  the  land  included  in  his  claim, 
does  not  relieve  the  grant  from  the  effect  of  said  filing. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneraly  Land  Office^  August 

4, 1890. 

On  December  3, 1889,  the  Department  rendered  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  v.  Greorge  G.  Phillips,  involving 
the  SB.  i  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  5,  T.  1  K,  R.  66  W.,  Denver  land  dis- 
trict,  Colorado. 

Said  Phillips  applied  to  make  timber-calture  entry  of  the  tract 
described ;  but  his  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  Union  Pacific  Bail- 
way. 

The  line  of  road  of  said  railway  was  definitely  located  opposite  said 
tract  on  Angust  20,  1869. 

On  April  21,  1866,  one  Thomas  Laws  had  filed  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  for  said  tract  (with  others) ;  which  filing  was  canceled 
November  13, 1873,  for  relinquishment,  executed  by  said  Laws  August 
14, 1873. 

Said  departmental  decision  (of  December  3,  1889,)  held  that,  as  the 
tract  in  question  was  unoffered,  Laws's  filing  was  at  date  of  the  definite 
location  of  the  road  an  unexpired  filing ;  and  as  such  served  to  except 
the  tract  from  the  grant. 

Counsel  for  the  railroad  company  alleged  that  said  departmental 
decision  had  been  rendered  on  an  incomplete  record,  and  at  his  request 
the  Department,  on  December  7,  1889,  directed  your  office  to  return 
the  decision,  together  with  the  entire  record  in  the  case,  with  a  view  to 
a  further  examination  thereof  in  the  light  of  the  additional  papers. 

Your  office,  on  December  21, 1889,  transmitted  the  record  as  directed. 

On  inspection  of  the  record,  it  appears  that  the  paper  belonging 
therewith  that   was  not   originally  transmitted,  was  an  affidavit  of 
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Thomas  Laws,  executed  Aagust  14, 1873,  in  which  said  Laws  declared 
that  he  had  '<  never  resided  upon,  or  improved,  or  cultivated,  said  land 
in  any  way  or  manner  whatever.'' 

Goansel  for  the  railroad  company  contend  that  without  settlement, 
improvement,  or  cultivation,  a  preemption  filing  is  a  nullity,  and  could 
not  except  the  tract  from  the  grant 

This  contention  can  not  be  maintained. 

The  qaestion  as  to  whether  the  pre-emptor inhabited  and  im- 
proved the  land,  and  performed  other  datiea  required  by  the  pre-emption  law,  is  not 

a  matter  that  concerns  the  company It  is  sufficient  that  there  was, 

at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal,  a  claim  to  the  land  in  dispute  of  such  a  nature  and 
character  as  the  act  defines ;  and  any  question  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  such  claim  at 
that  date,  or  as  to  the  performance  by  the  claimant  of  certain  specified  conditions,  is 
immaterial  (Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Stovenonr,  10  L.  D.,645;  citing  Kans.  Pac.R. 
R.  r.  Dunmeyer,  113  U.  S.,  629-641 ;  Newhall  r.  Sanger,  92  U.  S.,  761). 

I  see  no  reason,  therefore,  why  said  departmental  decision  of  Decem- 
ber 3, 1889,  should  not  be  promulgated  by  your  office,  and  the  same  is 
herewith  returned  for  that  purpose. 


OSAGE  LANI>— SECTION  SdOO,  B.  S.~RESII>ENCE. 

Jackman  V.  MoDaniels. 

One  who  quits  or  abandons  residence  on  his  own  land,  to  reside  on  Osage  land  in  the 
same  State,  is  disqualified  thereby  to  purchase  said  land. 

A  settler  who  purchases  land  from  the  State,  by  virtue  of  his  residence  thereon,  is  pre- 
cluded thereby  from  subsequently  claiming  residence  on  public  land  during  the 
period  covered  by  his  proof  under  the  State  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  5,  1890. 

With  your  letter  of  June  22, 1889,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  William 
D.  McDaniels  from  your  office  decision  of  January  2, 1889,  wherein  you 
hold  for  cancellation  his  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  6952,  filed  by 
him  December  20, 1884,  for  the  NW.  {  of  Sec.  22,  T.  34  S.,  R.  20  W., 
Lamed,  Kansas,  alleging  settlement  September  20, 1884. 

Harry  B.  Jackman  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement,  No.  8053,  April 
29, 1885,  for  the  same  tract,  alleging  settlement  January  27, 1885. 

On  November  23, 1885,  McDaniels  made  final  proof  in  support  of  his 
filing ;  Jackman  protested  against  allowing  the  final  proof  of  McDaniels, 
asserting  a  prior  right  to  the  land  and  on  December  12, 1885,  he  made  his 
final  proof. 

Hearing  was  had  on  Jackman's  protest  and,  on  February  17  1887, 
the  local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  Jackman  and  recommended  the 
cancellation  of  McDaniels'  filing  and  on  appeal,  yon  affirm  that  finding. 

I  have  examined  the  testimony  and  the  same  is  correctly  set  forth  In 
your  said  office  decision. 
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The  principal  errors  assigned  are  as  follows : — 

1.  In  holding  that  a  certificate  of  the  probate  judge  of  Barber  county, 
Kansas,  to  a  claimed  fact  is  evidence  in  the  case  when  such  certificate 
is  made  in  general  terms. 

2.  In  holding  that  appellant  moved  from  his  own  (the  school  tract) 
to  the  land  in  question  without  stronger  proof  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
appellant  with  the  person  whom  it  is  claimed  entered  the  tract  of  school 
land  December  23,  1884 ;  that  it  cannot  be  assumed  in  the  absence  of 
proof  that  both  are  one  and  the  same  person. 

The  certificate  alluded  to  is  as  follows : 

State  of  Kansas,  Barber  Co.  88, 

In  the  Probate  Court  in  said  county. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  ofWiUiam  McDaniel  to  purchase  the  SE.  i^  Sec. 
16,  T.  34,  R.  20,  he  having  proven  his  continuous  residence  on  said  laud  by  two  affi- 
davits of  William  Bott  and  John  L.  McDaniel.  It  is,  therefore  ordered  and  adjudged 
that  said  applicant  be  allowed  to  purchase  said  land  at  the  appraised  value,  viz., 
^80,  this  23rd  day  of  December,  ltid4. 

H.  H.  Harvey, 
Probate  Judge, 

[Seax.]  I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  as  appears  of 
record  In  my  office. 

H.  H.  Har\t:y, 
Probate  Judge, 

The  Statutes  of  Kansas,  Laws  of  1876,  Gh.  122,  Art.  14,  iuvest  probate 
courts  with  jurisdictiou  to  hear  and  determine  whether  a  settler  upon 
school  land  is  qualified  to  purchase  the  land  at  the  appraised  value  and 
its  decision  upon  the  facts  duly  submitted  and  upon  every  question  in- 
volved is  binding  upon  Doth  the  settler  and  the  State  unless  appealed 
from.    (State  v.  Dennis,  39  Kan.,  509). 

The  statutes  of  Kansas  (Sec.  529S,  Ohap.  92,  Laws  of  18SI)  authorize 
a  petitioner  for  such  lands  to  purchase  same  on  making  proof  that  such 
petitioner  ^'has  settled  upon  and  improved"  the  lands  as  set  forth  in 
his  petition,  and  the  certificate  of  the  probate  judge  above  set  out, 
shows  that  Mc Daniels  on  December  23,  1834,  '*  proved"  his  continuous 
residence  on  the  school  land,  and  thereupon  he  was  permitted  to  pur- 
chase the  same  at  the  appraised  value. 

The  certificate  objected  to  is  informal  in  failing  to  show  what  the 
original  is  from  which  the ''  copy"  was  made;  but  the  testimony  of  Mc- 
Dauiels  himself,  shows  he  purchased  the  school  lands  and  he  identifies 
himself  as  the  same  William  McDaniels,  who  made  the  purchase  of  the 
school  lands. 

A  settler  on  Osage  lands  must  nave  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor ; 
no  person  who  quits  or  abandons  his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside 
ou  the  public  land  in  the  same  State  or  Territory  shall  acquire  the  right 
of  pre-emption.    Section  2260,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States. 

McDaniels  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor  at  the  time  he  made  his  fil- 
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ing  since  he  was  then  living  on  the  school  lands  as  shown  by  him  De- 
cember 23,  following,  on  which  day  he  purchased  his  school  lands  ^  more- 
over, the  statutes  of  Kansas  required  him  to  show  continuous  residence 
prior  to  purchasing  school  lands,  and  having  obtained  the  benefits  of 
his  own  State  laws  in  obtaining  school  lands,  he  can  not  be  permitted 
to  deny  the  finding  of  the  probate  court,  on  his  own  petition,  namely, 
that  he  resided  on  the  school  lands,  in  order  to  show  that  he  wa«  re- 
siding on  government  lands  during  the  same  period,  for  the  purpose  of 
pre-empting  the  same. 

The  filing  of  McDaniels  is,  therefore,  canceled,  and  your  said  office 
decision  is  affirmed. 


CONTEST— WITHDRAWAL  OP  CONTESTANT. 

Wells  v,  Hewitt. 

• 

In  cases  of  contest  the  government  is  a  party  in  interest  and  is  not  precluded  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  contestant  from  considering  the  evidence,  and  passing  upon  the 
rights  of  the  entryman;  but  the  government  will  not  on  its  own  motion  cancel 
an  entry  nnless  bad  faith  is  clearly  shown. 

In  determining  whether  a  claimant  for  public  land  has  manifested  good  faith  in  the 
assertion  of  his  claim,  his  mental,  as  well  as  his  physical,  condition  may  be  con- 
sidered. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  6,  1890. 

By  letter  of  June  27,  188d,  you  transmitted  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  Sumner  J.  Wells  v,  Oliver  N.  Hewitt  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from 
your  office  decision  of  October  22,  1888,  holding  for  cancellation  his 
homestead  entry  for  the  SE.J  of  Sec.  29,  T.  13  N.,  R.  61  W.,  Fargo, 
Dakota  land  district,  upon  the  contest  of  Wells  charging  failure  to 
establish  actual  resideuce.  By  letter  of  April  12,  1890,  you  trans- 
mitted the  withdrawal  by  Wells  of  his  contest.  This  withdrawal  is  ac- 
cepted and  Wells'  connection  with  the  case  is  thereby  ended.  In  cases 
of  contest  the  government  is  a  party  in  interest,  and  is  not  precluded 
by  a  contestant  withdrawing  his  contest  from  considering  the  evidence 
and  passing  upon  the  right  of  the  entryman  as  between  himself  and 
the  government.  Overton  v.  Hoskin  (7  L.  D.,  394).  While  this  is  true, 
yet  the  government  will  not  of  its  own  motion  cancel  an  entry  if  bad 
faith  on  his  part  is  not  clearly  shown.     Bell  v.  Bolles  (9  L.  D.,  148). 

I  think  the  evidence  in  this  case  shows  that  this  entryman  had  not, 
prior  to  the  contest  established  an  actual  residence  on  his  claim  and 
therefore  justified  the  conclusion  reached  in  your  office,  as  between  him 
and  Wells,  yet  after  contest  he  established  his  residence  and  has  culti- 
vated and  improved  the  tract  to  such  an  extent  that  as  between  him  and 
the  government,  lam  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  facts  present  sncb 
a  degree  of  bad  faith  on  his  part  as  to  demand  that  he  shall  not 
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be  given  farther  opportunity  to  support  his  entry  in  the  absence  of  any 
adverse  claim  or  rights,  and  especially  so  as  he  will  be  obliged  to  show 
on  submitting  his  final  proof,  that  he  has  fairly  complied  with  the  spirit 
of  the  law. 

He  made  his  entry  January  3,  1884,  the  contest  was  initiated  May 
15,  1886,  and  the  hearing  had  July  6th  following. 

The  testimony  shows  that  the  entryman  is  an  honest,  hard-working 
man,  who  can  easily  be  imposed  upon.  He  went  upon  the  land  in  the 
fall  of  1883,  and  built  a  small  house  or  shanty  and  dug  a  well.  In  De- 
cember he  went  to  his  sister's  and  lived  during  the  winter  of  1883-4. 
In  the  spring  he  returned  to  his  claim  and  found  that  some  one  had  re- 
moved his  house.  He  secured  timber  at  considerable  cost  and  built 
another  in  June,  1884,  and  broke  fifteen  or  eighteen  acres  of  laud. 
While  breaking  he  lived  in  his  house,  and  during  the  summer  dug 
another  well.  He  was  very  poor  and  worked  about  at  different  places 
to  get  means  to  live  upon  and  to  improve  and  cultivate  the  land.  He 
was  frequently  on  the  tract  working  a  few  days  at  a  time.  Built  a  sod 
and  pole  stable  at  quite  an  expense,  having  to  haul  the  poles  about  fifty 
miles.  Voted  in  the  precinct  where  the  land  is  situated,  claimed  it  as 
his  home  and  says  he  had  no  other.  In  this  he  is  corroborated.  At  the 
initiation  of  the  contest  he  had  a  pair  of  oxen,  a  wagon,  a  plow  and  was 
preparing  to  cultivate  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  of  land  which  he  had 
broken. 

While  his  residence  is  not  at  all  satisfactory,  yet  I  do  not  find  such 
evidence  of  bad  faith  as  to  absolutely  demand  the  cancellation  of  his 
entry.  Judging  him  charitably,  I  am  inclined,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  to  give  him  until  he  submits  his  final  proof  to  show 
a  compliance  with  the  law,  if  he  can.  He  is  to  be  judged  in  the  light  of 
his  mental  as  well  as  his  physical  condition  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at 
his  intent  during  the  time  he  has  been  asserting  claim  to  this  tract. 
Using  these  cardinal  principles  as  a  guide,  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  he  in  the  exercise  of  his  understanding  and  means,  intended  to 
honestly  comply  with  the  law  and  rules  of  the  Department.  Whether 
he  will  be  able  to  show  a  compliance  with  the  homestead  act  as  to  resi- 
dence, remains  to  be  determined  by  future  considerations,  but  for  the 
present,  let  this  entry  stand  and  give  him  a  further  opportunity  to  sat- 
isfy the  Department  that  in  reason  and  fairness  he  is  entitled  to  the  tract 
in  question. 
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bailboad  grant— indemxitt  selections. 
Little  Bock  and  Memphis  B.  B.  Go. 

Under  the  graut  of  February  9,  1853|  as  reviyed  and  extended  by  the  act  of  July  28, 
1866,  the  aid  given  by  Congress  was  intended  equally  for  every  part  of  the  road  and 
its  branches,  and  deficiencies  existing  on  one  of  said  branches  may  be  made  up  by 
selections  from  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  other  branch. 

Secretary  NohU  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

2,  1890. 

By  letter  of  October  10, 1889,  yoa  submitted  list  7,  of  indemnity  se- 
lections, embracing  31,192.24  acres,  made  by  tlie  Little  Bock  and  Mem- 
phis Bailroad  Company,  successor  to  the  Memphis  and  Little  Bock 
Bailroad  Company  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  28,  1866 
(14  Stats.,  338),  which  revived  and  extended  the  act  of  February  9, 1853 
(10  Stats.,  155).  The  list  is  submitted  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  in  the  premises. 

The  question  presented  is  whether,  under  said  grant,  lands  may  be 
taken  along  one  branch  of  the  road,  as  indemnity  for  lands  lost  on  the 
other. 

The  act  of  1853  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  ^<  from  a 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  via  Little  Bock,  to  the  Texas  boundary  line  near  Ful- 
ton, in  Arkansas,  with  branches  from  Little  Bock  in  Arkansas,  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  to  Fort  Smith  in  said  State." 

The  lands  in  said  list  are  opposite  the  Little  Bock  and  Fort  Smith  or 
western  branch  of  the  road,  but  selected  in  lien  of  losses  along  the  Little 
Bock  and  Memphis  or  eastern  branch. 

The  grautiug  clause  of  said  act  was  as  follows : 

That  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missonri,  respect- 
ively, for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  making  the  railroad  and  branches  as  aforesaid, 
within  their  respective  limits,  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  even 
numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road  and  branches. 

The  indemnity  clause  is : 

But  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  line  or  route  of 
said  road  is  definitely  fixed  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sold  any  part  of  any  section 
hereby  granted,  or  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  has  attached  to  the  same,  then  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of  said 
State,  to  select,  subject  to  the  approval  aforesaid,  from  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
most  contiguous  to  the  tier  of  sectious  above  specified,  so  much  land  in  alternate 
sections  or  parts  of  sections  as  shall  be  equal  to  such  lauds  as  the  United  States  have 
sold,  or  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  has  attached  as  aforesaid,  which  lands, 
being  equal  in  quantity  to  one-half  of  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road, 
the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  shall  have  and  hold  to  and  for  the  use  and  pur- 
pose aforesaid :  Provided,  That  the  lands  to  be  located  shall  iu  no  case  be  further  than 
fifteen  miles  from  the  Hue  of  the  road. 

There  is  certainly  no  expression  in  this  clause  that  would  limit  indem- 
nity selections  to  the  branch  on  which  the  loss  occurred.    The  only  lim- 
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itations  on  the  right  of  selection  thus  made,  are  that  the  lands  so  selected 
shall  be  lands  of  the  United  States,  ^'  most  contiguous  to  the  tier  of 
sections  above  specified, "  (i.  a.,  to  the  granted  sections),  equal  to  the 
amount  so  lost  as  described,  and  in  no  case  further  than  fifteen  miles 
from  the  line  of  the  road.  That  the  word  ''  road  "  as  here  used,  includes 
the  branches  as  well  as  the  main  stem  is  evident  from  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  indemnity  lands  along  the  lines  of  the  branches  lay  more 
than  fifteen  miles  from  the  main  stem.  To  say  that  the  word  "  road, " 
means  only  the  main  stem  would,  therefore,  practically,  defeat  the  in- 
demnity grant  for  the  branches,  a  conclusion  obviously  opposed  to  the 
purpose  of  the  grant.  For  a  like  reason  the  word  "road ''as  used 
throughout  the  indemnity  clause  necessarily  includes  the  branches.  It 
therefore  appears  that  in  providing  for  indemnity  selections  Congress 
made  no  distinction  between  the  main  line  as  such  and  the  branches. 

Nor  does  it  appear  from  the  grant  by  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  the 
Memphis  and  Little  Hock  railroad  company  that  the  legislature  con- 
templated a  change  in  that  respect.  The  act  of  the  legislature  of  Ar- 
kansas of  January  19,  1855,  provides: 

That  the  lauds  within  this  Stat«,  along  the  length  of  the  Memphis  and  Little 
Rock  railroad  irom  Hopefield,  opposite  the  city  of  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
to  Little  Rock,  with  the  right  conferred  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  selecting  other 
land  in  lien  of  snch  lands  as  may  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  appropriated  by  the 
United  Stales  and  which  lands  were  granted  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  the  States  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  to  aid  in  the  colistructing  a  railroad  from  a  poiut  on  the  Miss- 
issippi River,  opposite  the  month  of  the  Ohio  River,  by  way  of  Little  Rock,  to  the 
Texas  boundary  near  Fnlron^  in  Arkansas,  with  branches  to  Fort  Smith  and  the  Miss- 
issippi River,  approved  February  9th,  1853,  are  hereby  granted  to  the  Memphis  and 
Little  Rock  Railroad  Company  so  that  they  may  bn  legally  applied  in  aid  of  the  con- 
Atractlon  of  said  branch  railroad  separately  from  said  main  trunk  line,  or  the  Fort 
Smith  branch  thereof. 

Section  seven  of  said  aci  provides : 

That  said  lands  shall  be  selected  by  said  company  in  conformity  with  said  act  of 
Congress,  and  when  so  selected,  all  the  title  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  and  to  said 
Zaails  shall  be  fully  vested  in  said  company  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said  act  of 
Congress. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  right  of  selection  as  defined  by  Congress 
is  not  abridged  by  this  act ;  on  the  contrary  it  is  expressly  declared 
that  such  lands  shall  be  selected  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress. 
Furthermore,  a  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  grant  points  to  a  like 
solution.  The  grant  was  to  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  with  two  branches.  In  case  sufficient  vacant 
lands  were  found  within  the  granted  limits  the  grant  was  satisfied  there- 
from. Along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  branch  the  deficit  within  the 
granted  limits  was  very  great,  owing  principally  to  the  swampy  charcter 
of  the  country,  such  lands  having  theretofore  been  granted  to  the 
Stat«. 

Thecompany  having  exhausted  the  lands  opposite  said  branch  now  asks 
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to  be  allowed  to  select  lands  along  the  Fort  Smith  branch  not  needed  in 
aid  of  the  construction  of  the  latter.  It  appears  from  the  records  of 
your  office  that  in  1883  the  grant  for  the  Little  Eock  and  Fort  Smith  road 
or  western  branch,  having  been  so  far  adjuste<l  as  to  permit  of  the  res- 
toration of  the  vacant  lands  along  said  line,  theretofore  withdrawn  for 
said  road,  to  the  mass  of  public  lands,  your  office  by  letters  of  March 
31,  of  that  year,  to  the  various  local  offices  concerned,  directed  the  res- 
toration to  the  public  domain  of  all  such  vacant  unappropriated  lauds, 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  any  other  grant.  The  restoration  was 
accordingly  made.  It  thus  appears  that  said  western  branch  roa<l  can 
have  no  legal  claim  to  the  lands  here  selected,  nor  has  it  asserted  any. 
It  has  received  its  full  quota  under  the  grant  and  within  its  own  limits. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  aid  given  by  Congress  was  intended 
equally  for  every  part  of  the  road  and  branches.  Unless  legislation  to  the 
contrary  has  intervened  this  intent  should  be  carried  out.  It  has  been 
seen  that  the  State  legislation  is  in  harmony  with  the  granting  act  in 
this  matter.  There  is  therefore  nothing  in  the  legislation  to  warrant 
a  denial  of  the  right  now  asserted,  and  the  nature  of  the  aid  extended 
by  Congress  indicates  that  such  selection  should  be  allowed. 

But  we  are  not  without  authority  on  this  point.  On  August  5, 1852, 
your  office  held,  in  the  matter  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  that  a  de- 
ficiency on  the  main  line  might  be  made  up  by  selection  of  indemnity 
on  a  branch,  and  vice  versa.  This  rule  was  followed  in  the  construction 
of  the  grant.  It  was  also  applied  in  the  administration  of  the  grant  of 
May  15, 1856,  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  made  in  almost  similar  terms,  so  far 
as  the  point  in  question  goes,  with  the  present,  for  a  road  from  Lyon 
City,  etc.,  "  with  a  branch  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tete  des  Morts  to  the 
nearest  point  on  said  road."    (11  Stats.,  9.) 

On  December  2,  1875,  in  the  case  of  the  road  now  known  as  the  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  railway,  having  a  grant  similar  to  that 
liere  in  question,  viz.,  the  act  of  March  3,  1857  (11  Stats.,  195),  Secre- 
tary Chandler  held  that  the  lands  withdrawn  for  the  main  line  and 
branch  were  "  equally  liable  to  selection  on  account  of  either  line,"  the 
grant  to  both  being  treated  as  an  undivided  grant.  (2  C.  L.  O.,  134). 

This  ruling  was  adhered  to  by  Secretary  Vilas  (8  L.  D.,  255). 

In  the  latter  case  the  Secretary  said  : 

Limitiu^  the  view  to  the  act  making  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Minnesota,  it  is  to 
be  noted  that,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  whether  the  "  branch  "  could  be  treated 
as  a  part  of  the  ''road,"  it  is  plain  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  Congress  that  any  de- 
ficiency in  the  granted  limits,  should  be  made  up  from  the  indemnity  limits  without 
restriction  to  selection  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  coterminous  sections.  In  other 
words,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Congress  intended  th<at  if  a  deficiency  occurred  at 
any  point  in  the  granted  limits  and  there  were  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits 
sufficient  to  supply  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  granted  limits,  selections  might  be  made 
of  lands  wherever  found  in  the  indemnity  limits  longitudinally  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  supply  such  deficiencies. 

For  a  further  discussion  of  the  question,  reference  is  made  to  the 
case. 
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In  the  consideration  of  the  matter  my  predecessor  was  led  to  say  that 
the  same  rule  had  been  applied  to  the  grant  to  the  States  of  Arkansas 
and  Missouri,  here  in  question.  This  statement  does  not  appear  to  be 
borne  out  by  the  record.  In  a  letter  dated  August  6, 1858,  from  Com- 
missioner Hendricks  to  Secretary  Thompson,  it  was  said : 

In  the  case  of  the  grant  to  Arkansas,  by  act  of  February  9, 1853,  transferred  by  the 
State  to  several  companies, — the  adjustment  of  which  commenced  under  ray  prede- 
cessor, and  has  lately  been  completed, — the  trunk  and  branches  were  treated  as  sep- 
arate roads,  and  the  rights  and  extent  of  each  determined  on  the  principle  laid  down 
by  this  office  on  the  30th  March  last,  above  mentioned.  I  would  also  state  that  Ar- 
kansas in  transferring  the  railroad  grant  to  the  several  companies,  makes  a  grant  to 
each  in  severalty,  transferring  the  lands  etc.,  upon  the  main  trunk  to  one  company 
and  npon  the  branches  to  others. 

The  decision  of  your  office  therein  referred  to  as  of  "  30th  March  last " 
was  in  reference  to  the  Minneapolis  and  Cedar  Valley  railroad  also 
under  the  grant  of  March  3,  1857,  swpra^  and  held,  <<  the  selections  for 
the  branch  road  in  lieu  of  the  lands  disposed  of  within  the  six  miles 
limits  of  the  same,  must  be  made  from  the  alternate  odd  numbered  sec- 
tions outside  of  six  and  within  fifteen  miles  of  the  line  of  route  of  said 
branch." 

However  the  error  of  fact  in  my  predecessor's  decision  was  not  at  all 
vital  to  the  case  or  to  his  argument.  By  reference  to  the  above  extract 
it  will  be  seen  he  reached  the  same  conclusion  independently  of  said 
fact.  This  more  fully  appears  from  the  further  discussion  in  the  opinion. 
Again,  the  statement  by  Commissioner  Qendricks  loses  much  of  its 
importance  in  the  light  of  other  facts.  The  st>atement  was  not  made 
in  any  case  then  pending  before  him,  but  was  a  mere  recital  in  a  letter 
which  primarily  referred  to  a  diiferent  grant.  A  careful  research  in 
your  office  satisfactorily  discloses  the  fact  that  the  question  was  never 
formally  presented  to  Mr.  Hendricks  in  any  case.  Indeed,  this  pres- 
entation is  the  first  of  which  any  record  remains.  Certainly  the  matter 
has  heretofore  never  reached  the  Secretary. 

Whether  the  State  had  the  power  to  abridge  or  modify  the  right  of 
selection  as  defined  by  Congress,  need  not  be  discussed,  for  in  this  in- 
stance she  transferred  it  intact  as  it  was  given  by  Congress.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  reverts  to  a  consideration  of  the  Congressional  enact- 
ment. In  this  aspect,  that  question  is  in  all  material  respects  similar  to 
those  cases  already  cited,  and  decided  by  the  Department  as  stated. 
In  the  light  of  precedents  the  branch  having  selected  vacant  public 
lands  within  the  limits  defined  by  the  grant,  in  the  absence  of  adverse 
claims,  is  entitled  to  the  relief  sought. 

The  list  is  accordingly  returned  with  my  approval. 
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FINAL  PROOF  PROCEKDINGS-ADVERSK  CLAIMANT— IMPROVEMENTS. 

FiNDLEY  V.  Ford. 

Adverse  claimants  of  record  are  entitled  to  special  notice  of  intention  to  submit 
final  proof,  and  where  proof  is  submitted  without  such  notice,  republication  is  re- 
quired with  special  citation  to  the  adverse  claimant. 

The  pre-emption  law  does  not  specify  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  Improvements  re- 
quired of  th«  settler,  only  requiring  that  they  should  be  such  as  to  indicate  good 
faith. 

Mr8t  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  6, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  David  M.  Findley  v.  Patrick  Ford  on  the 
appeal  of  the  former  from  your  decision  of  March  15,  1889,  accepting 
the  final  proof  of  Ford  for  SE.  i  of  ]S  W.  J  and  SW.  i  of  NE.  i  and  W.  J 
of  8E.  i  Sec.  28,  T.  26  S.,  E.  11  E.,  M.  D.  M.  San  Francisco,  California 
land  district  and  dismissing  protest  of  appellant  against  the  same.  The 
record  shows  that  on  July  9,  1886  Ford  tiled  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  said  land,  alleging  settlement  July  2,  1886,  that  Findley 
had  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said  land  October  4,  1883,  alleging 
settlement  October  2, 1883. 

On  March  30, 1886,  Elisha  Terrill  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment No.  2L,  635,  for  this  land  in  controversy,  alleging  settlement  March 
14,  of  the  same  year.  On  December  9,  1886,  Ford  gave  notice  by  pub- 
lication of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof  on  January  24,  1887.  On 
said  day  D.  M.  Findley  and  others  filed  a  protest  against  said  proof 
alleging  therein  that  said  Findley  had  occupied  the  said  land  for  three 
years  past  and  further  that  Ford  had  not  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  in  the  matter  of  his  pre-emption. 

Ford  offered  his  final  proof  at  the  close  of  which  Findley,  by  his  at- 
torney cross-examined  him  and  his  witnesses  and  offered  testimony 
adverse  to  Ford's  claim. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  testimony  the  register  and  receiver  found : — 

1st.  That  Ford  initiated  his  claim  by  trespassing  upon  the  enclosure 
of  others  to  establish  his  settlement,  and — 

2nd.  That  his  residence,  cultivation  and  improvements  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  show  good  faith. 

Upon  these  findings  they  recommend  that  his  final  proof  be  rejected 
and  that  his  claim  be  canceled.  From  this  decision  he  appealed  and  on 
March  15, 1889,  you  reversed  the  judgment  appealed  from,  dismissed 
the  contest  and  allowed  Ford's  final  proof.  From  which  action  Findley 
appealed.  He  does  not  assert  any  claim  to  the  land  under  his  declara- 
tory statement,  and  shows  by  his  testimony  that  at  the  time  of  filing 
the  same  he  owned  and  resided  with  his  family  upon  a  ninety  acre  tract 
of  land  near  Arroyo  Grande,  (3aliforuia,  which  home  he  would  have  to 
quit  or  abandon  to  make  residence  on  the  land  in  controversy.    His 
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pre-emption  declaratory  statement  had  expired  by  limitation ;  he  had 
never  offered  final  proof  and  his  attorney  in  his  brief  admits  that  Find- 
ley  appears  not  as  a  claimant  but  as  a  contestant. 

Then  the  questions  to  be  determined  are : — 
"  1st.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  failure  of  Ford  to  serve  Terrill  with 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  his  final  proof  f 

2nd.  Did  Ford  comply  with  the  pre-emption  law  f 

Taking  these  questions  in  their  order,  it  is  admitted  that  Terrill  was 
not  notified  by  Ford  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof.  ^'Adverse 
claimants  of  record  should  always  be  specially  cited  both  in  homestead 
and  pre-emption  notices  of  intention  to  make  proof."  Instructions,  No- 
vember 25,  1884,  3  L.  D.,  196 ;  Tuttle  v.  Parkin,  9  L.  D.,  495.  So  that 
I  take  it  that  before  this  entry  can  be  perfected  notice  should  be  ^iven 
in  compliance  with  these  rules. 

As  to  Ford's  compliance  with  the  law,  the  testimony  shows  that  after 
filing  his  declaratory  statement  he  built  a  cabin  on  the  land  eight  by 
ten  feet,  seven  or  eight  feet  high,  with  plank  roof,  battened  door  and 
earth  floor.  It  was  rather  an  inferior  structure  but  in  July  1886,  he 
placed  therein  a  bed,  table,  cooking  utensils,  some  dishes  etc.,  and  began 
living  therein.  Some  time  later  he  procured  a  cooking  stove  and  put  it 
in  his  house.  He  testified  that  he  had  lived  there  continuously  since 
making  the  filing ;  that  he  was  an  unmarried  man,  and  had  worked 
some  for  his  neighbors,  but  slept  at  his  house  generally  when  so  work- 
ing ;  he  had  cleared  and  prepared  for  plowing  some  four  acres  of  ground 
and  had  plowed  about  two  acres ;  he  had  also  prepared  about  one  hun- 
dred fence  posts  preparatory  to  fencing  his  land.  In  these  matters  he 
is  corroborated. 

In  the  protest  it  is  alleged  that  Findley  had  occupied  the  ground  for 
three  years,  and  as  the  testimony  showed  that  Ford  had  taken  the  lum- 
ber for  his  house  through  the  fence  of  Wear,  who  is  an  adjoining  land 
proprietor,  it  is  seriously  claimed  by  Findley  that  Ford  was  thereby  a 
mere  trespasser  and  can  acquire  no  rights  by  settlement,  residence  or 
improvement  on  the  land,  and  he  cites  numerous  decisions  to  support 
his  position,  but  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  repeat  them  here,  for  it 
must  be  remembered  that  in  the  case  at  bar  there  was  no  occupant  of 
the  land,  no  one  in  possession  thereof,  rightfully  or  otherwise,  no  grow- 
ing crops  thereon,  no  fence  around  this  specific  tract,  so  that  this  mat- 
ter of  trespass,  so  fully  argued  and  so  much  relied  upon  by  the  local 
officers,  is  a  mere  abstract  proposition,  inapplicable  to  the  facts  in  this 
case. 

While  the  improvements  of  Ford  are  quite  meagre,  the  testimony 
shows  that  he  had  established  and  maintained  a  residence  upon  the 
land  tor  more  than  six  months  prior  to  offering  final  proof.  In  the  case 
of  Chas.  S.  Hofwalt  (9  L.  D.,  1),  it  is  said — "  Pre-emption  is  a  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry  based  upon  settlement,  inhabitancy  and  cultiva- 
tion     The  pre-emption  act  does  not  specify  the  nature 
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or  extent  of  the  improvements  and  only  requires  that  they  should  be 
such  as  would  indicate  the  good  faith  of  the  entryman." 

In  the  case  of  John  E.  Tyrl  (3  L.  D.,  49),  where  it  appears  that  the 
entryman  had  cleared  about  one  half  acre  of  the  land  but  cultivated  no 
portion  of  it  nor  raised  any  crop  thereon,  it  is  held  that  clearing  the 
land  of  timber  for  the  purpose  of  planting  it,  is  cultivation  within  the 
meaning  of  section  2301  Revised  Statutes. 

Under  these  decisions  and  this  testimony  Ford's  proof  should  be  ac- 
cepted, but  as  Terrill  has  not  had  his  day  in  court,  your  decision  is 
modified  as  follows:  The  protest  of  Findley  and  others  is  dismissed. 
Ford  will  make  new  publication  of  notice  and  specially  cite  Elisha  Ter- 
rill, and  in  the  absence  of  protest,  and  the  failure  of  Terrill  to  show 
cause,  if  any,  why  his  declaratory  statement  should  not  be  canceled  and 
Ford's  proof  allowed,  the  proof  already  made  will  be  accepted  and  if 
there  is  no  other  legal  objection,  the  entry  will  be  passed  to  patent. 


PRACTICE— STARK  DECISIS. 

John  T.  Naff. 

The  General  Land  Office  in  the  disposition  of  cases  that  fall  within  well  settled  ral- 
iiigs  of  the  Department  must  be  governed  by  such  rulings  until  they  are  reversed 
by  departmental  authority. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commisaioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

8,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Acting  Commissioner  Stone, 
dated  August  5, 1890,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, "  with  a  view  to  repayment,  to  the  pre-emption  filing  No.  4,813  of 
John  T.  Naff,  made  at  the  Spokane  Falls  land  office,  on  the  15th  day  of 
July,  1884,  for  the  E.  J  SE.  J,  SW.  J  SE.  J,  and  the  SE.  J  SW.  i  of  Sec. 
12,  T.  19  N.,  R.  43  E.,  W.  M.'^ 

After  making  a  statement  relative  to  the  final  proof  and  payment  for 
said  land,  the  embezzlement  by  the  absconding  receiver  of  the  local 
office  of  the  $400  first  paid  by  the  pre-emptor,  and  the  making  of  new 
proof  and  payment  for  said  land,  the  Acting  Commissioner  states: 

Heretofore  the  decisions  of  this  Department  have  been  to  the  effect  that  no  repay- 
ments of  purchase  money  can  be  made  unless  strictly  provided  for  by  statutes;  even 
when  the  money  has  been  paid  twice  (see  5  L.  D.,  114).  If  this  be  the  spirit  of  the 
rulings  of  the  Department,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  great  injustice  is  being  done 
to  settlers,  and  has  been  done  in  the  pa»t.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  there  shall 
be  a  particular  statute  to  cover  every  particular  right,  wrong,  or  remedy. 

The  Commissioner  further  says : — 

It  wasnot  the  intention  of  Congress  to  pass  so  many  many  wise,  Jast  and  liberal  laws 
providing  homes  for  settlers,  and  then  perm  it  them  to  be  harassed,  and  their  rights  in- 
jured by  harsh  implications  of  this  department.  The  mass  of  unwritten  laws  are  as 
great,  and  of  as  much  weight,  as  the  written  laws.  Many  rights  are  not  re-enforced 
by  statutes. 
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He  is  therefore  of  the  opinion,  "  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
case that  repayment  should  be  made." 

No  application  by  said  Naff  for  repayment  accompanies  said  communi- 
cation, nor,  indeed,  is  it  expressly  stated  that  he  has  made  any. 

The  Acting  Commissioner  makes  an  argument  in  support  of  the  right 
of  Naff  to  repayment,  but  does  not  speciAcally  request  any  instructions 
in  the  premises.  It  is  true  he  cites  the  case  of  the  Heirs  of  Isaac  W. 
Talkington  (5  L.  D.,  114),  which  holds  a  contrary  view  to  that  expressed 
by  him. 

It  is  not  intended  to  express  any  opinion  herein  relative  to  the  right 
of  Mr.  Naff  to  repayment.  If  he  has  such  right,  he  must  show  it  prima- 
rily  to  your  office,  and,  if  its  decision  be  adverse  to  him,  he  has  the  right 
of  appeal.  But,  in  passing  upon  the  question,  your  office  must  be  gov- 
erned by  the  well  settled  rulings  of  the  Department,  which  alone  has 
the  authority'  to  overrule  its  own  decisions.  Any  other  procedure  would 
make  the  appellate  tribunal  inferior  to  the  subordinate  and  necessarily 
create  inextricable  confusion.  Troy's  Heirs  v.  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad 
Oomiiany  (2  L.  D.,523) ;  J.  H.Kopperud,  10  L.D.,93.  No  unwritten  law 
can  overturn  the  departmental  decisions,  duly  rendered  and  promulgated 
for  the  guidance  of  all  concerned.  If  Mr.  Naff  has  made  application  for 
repayment,  the  same  should  be  <luly  considered  by  your  office  in  the 
light  of  the  departmental  rulings,  and,  if  adverse  to  him,  he  should  be 
advised  of  his  right  of  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  if  he 
exercise  such  right,  his  case  will  be  carefully  considered. 


CONTESTANT— PREFERENCE  RIGHT— SETTLEMENT. 

Powers  v.  Ady. 

A  snccessfal  contestant,  who  has  dae  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  the  entry  and  fails 
to  exercise  the  preference  right  within  the  statutory  period,  has  thereafter  no 
rij^ht  of  entry  that  can  be  asserted  in  the  presenoeof  a  valid  intervening  adverse 
claim. 

Personal  acts  of  the  settler  are  essential  to  the  acquisition  of  settlement  rights. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  August  8,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Anna  V.  Powers  from  your  decision 
of  December  27, 1888,  rejecting  her  application  to  enter  the  SW.  J  of 
Sec.  11,  T.  122,  R.  77,  Aberdeen,  Dakota. 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  stated  in  your  office  letter. 

The  contestant  Powers  had  full  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  the  piior 
entry  on  the  land  which  she  had  contested,  and  failed  to  exercise  the 
right  given  her  by  the  statute  of  making  entry  for  the  tract  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said  notice,  and  even  if  this 
failure  was  the  result  of  ill  health  and  want  of  means,  it  is  beyond  the 
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power  of  this  Department  to  afiford  relief  in  the  presence  of  a  valid 
adverse  claim. 

From  an  examination  of  the  evidence  I  am  not  satisfied  that  she 
acted  in  perfect  good  faith  in  the  matter  of  delaying  her  application  to 
enter.  The  explanation  given  by  the  contestant  and  her  father  of  the 
attempted  sale  of  the  right  to  enter  the  land  is  not  satisfactory.  It  is, 
however,  unnecessary  to  discuss  that  question  at  length. 

Up  to  the  date  of  hearing  the  contestant  had  not  made  a  bona  fide 
settlement  on  the  land  or  established  a  residence  thereon. 

The  slight  improvement  put  upon  the  tract  by  the  father  at  the 
request  of  the  contestant,  consisting  of  a  little  breaking  and  the  com- 
mencement of  a  sod  shanty,  can  not  be  considered  a  personal  settlement. 
McLean  v.  Foster  (2  L.  D.,  175) :  Byer  v.  Burrill  (6  L.  D.,  521). 

The  contestant  did  not  even  go  upon  the  land  after  the  improvements 
were  made  until  more  than  a  month  after  Ady  had  made  his  homestead 
entry,  and  her  presence  for  two  separate  nights  only,  in  a  sod  shanty 
without  a  floor  and  without  a  stove  or  any  article  of  furniture,  or  any 
of  the  appliances  for  housekeeping,  can  not  be  considered  a  settlement 
in  the  absence  of  any  subsequent  act  indicating  a  desire  to  make  a 
bona  fide  residence. 

Your  decision  is  afi&rmed. 


PROCEEDINGS  ON  SPECIAL  AGENT'S  REPORT— EVIDEXCE. 

United  States  v.  O'Dowd. 

In  a  hearing;  ordered  to  test  the  validity  of  an  entry  the  testimony  offered  on  final 
proof  can  not  be  considered,  but  dae  weight  should  be  given  to  the  legal  presamp- 
tion  that  the  entry  is  valid. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  8, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Anthony  O'Dowd  ^m  the  decision 
of  your  office  dated  May  15,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emp. 
tion  cash  entry,  for  the  NW  J,  Sec.  5,  T.  122  F.,  R.  65  W.,  Aberdeen 
Land  District,  South  Dakota. 

As  it  appears  from  the  record  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  claimant  and  his 
transferees  were  duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  hearing,  and 
failed  to  appear  thereat,  either  in  person  or  by  attorney.  While  the 
evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  for  the  government  at  said  hearing  is 
general  in  its  character,  and  was  drawn  out  by  leading  questions,  yet  it 
establishes  9k  prima  fade  case  against  said  entry.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  was  incumbent  upon  the  entryman  to  offer  proof  in  support  of 
his  entry,  if  he  desires  to  uphold  the  same.  James  Gopeland  (4  L.  D., 
275) ;  Etienne  Martel  (6  L.  D.,  285). 

The  testimony  submitted  as  final  proof  cannot  be  considered  in  arriv- 
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ing  at  acoDclosioQ  in  this  case,  bat  due  weight  should  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  an  entry  had  been  allowed.    Tangerman  et  ah  v.  Aurora  Hill 
Mining  Oo.  (9  L.  D.,  538). 
For  the  reasons  herein  given  the  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTCrRE  CONTEST— GOOD  FAITH  OF  CONTESTANT. 

MoAnultj  V,  Wood. 

A  contestant  will  not  be  permitted  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong  to  establish 
a  charge  of  non-compliance  with  law,  and  thus  secure  a  preference  right  of  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  Atigtist  10, 1890. 

On  August  25,  1886,  Wm.  A.McAnulty  filed  a  contest  against  the 
timber  caltare  entry  of  Seeley  C.  Wood,  made  November  30,  1883,  for 
the  K.  i  NE.  i  and  N.  i  NW.  i  Sec.  33,  T.  21  S.,  K.  21  W.,  Lamed, 
Kansas,  charging  that  said  en  try  man  ^'failed  to  break  the  ten  acres 
required  by  law  during  the  first  two  years  of  his  said  entry  and  up  to 
the  present  time,  and  said  Seeley  G.  Wood  has  offered  for  sale,  and  has 
sold  his  right  and  title  to  said  tract  of  land  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion.» 

The  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  upon  said  contest  shows  that  there 
were  not  ten  acres  broken  on  the  tract  in  controversy  during  the  first 
and  second  years  of  the  entry.  McAnulty,  the  contestant  swears  that 
Wood  the  entryman  broke  what  was  supposed  to  be  five  acres  the  first 
year  and  employed  him  (McAnulty)  to  break  the  other  five  the  second 
year.  He  states  that  he  measured  the  breaking  done  by  Wood,  and 
broke  the  same  quantity;  that  he  agreed  to  complete  the  amount  of 
breaking  required  by  law  with  the  understanding  that  Wood  had  five 
acres  broken,  and  he,  witness,  was  to  break  the  same  amount,  but  he 
did  not  break  five  acres  because  there  was  not  five  acres  broken  by  the 
entryman.  He  testified  that  there  were  about  eight  acres  and  twelve 
rods  in  the  piece  measured  by  him,  but  there  was  also  an  acre  of  break- 
ing on  the  tract  not  included  in  the  breaking  measured  by  him. 

The  local  officers  found  that — 

There  appears  to  have  been  the  fall  amount  of  breaking  done  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  but  the  plaintiff  and  some  other  parties,  bj  a  system  of  *  horse 
back  survey '  starting  from  a  point  that  they  were  not  positive  was  an  established 
comer  by  the  government  survey,  throw  a  portion  of  the  breaking  intended  to 
have  been  on  tract  in  dispute,  upon  an  adjoining  quarter  section, — 

which  finding  was  affirmed  by  your  office. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  plan  adopted  by  contestant  to  find  the  exact 

line  of  the  claim  was  too  uncertain  to  establish  definitely  the  line — the 

north-east  corner  having  been  located  by  mere  conjecture — yet  one  of 

the  witnesses  testified  that  he  saw  the  corner  stone  before  it  was  re- 
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moved,  and  knew  the  liue  from  having  built  a  fence  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  east  line  of  the  claim.  There  was  also  no  evidence  offered  by 
Wood  denying  the  accuracy  of  the  line  as  found,  or  to  show  where  the 
true  line  was  or  that  the  breaking  was  all  upon  the  claim  in  controversy. 

But  it  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  contestant  that  he  was  employed 
by  the  entryman  to  break  five  acres  the  second  year,  botJi  parties  sup- 
posing that  the  first  breaking  embraced  the  full  quantity  of  five  acres, 
and  that  it  was  understood  that  the  breaking  to  be  done  by  contestant 
would  complete  the  full  quantity  required  by  law.  He  swears  that  he 
knew  there  was  only  eight  acres  and  twelve  rods  broken,  but  he  failed 
to  communicate  it  to  Wood.  He  further  swears  that  W.  S.  Wood,  a 
son  of  the  entryman,  offered  to  sell  him  the  tract  and  then  offered  to 
sell  it  to  another,  when  he,  the  contestant,  told  W.  S.  Wood  that  he 
could  get  it  cheaper  by  contesting  it. 

I  do  not  think  the  contestant  has  shown  such  good  faith  in  the  prem- 
ises as  to  prevent  the  entryman  from  curing  the  default,  even  in  face  of 
this  contest,  and  as  it  is  shown  by  the  testimony  that  prior  to  the  hearing 
the  defendant  had  two  more  acres  broken,  thus  completing  the  amount 
required  by  law,  to  cancel  this  entry  and  award  to  contestant  the  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry  would  be  to  aid  him  in  taking  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong. 

There  was  no  testimony  showing  that  the  entryman  had  offered  to 
sell  the  tract,  the  only  testimony  upon  this  point  being  that  W.  S.  Wood, 
a  son  of  the  entrymen,  had  offered  to  sell,  but  there  was  no  evidence 
showing  that  he  was  the  agent  of  the  entryman,  or  had  authority  to 
make  such  an  offer. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated  the  decision  of  your  office  dismissing 
the  contest  is  affirmed. 


SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS— RBLINQUISHMEXT. 

CASON  V.  Ladd. 

One  who  is  occupying  land  as  the  tenant  of  an  entryman,  acquires  no  right  as  a  set- 
tler, on  the  relinquishment  of  the  entry,  that  can  be  set  up  to  defeat  the  inter- 
vening entry  of  another. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  11, 1890. 

The  tract  in  controversy,  to  wit,  the  S.J  SEJ.  Sec.  31,  T.  18  S.,  R.  6 
W.,  Larned  land  district,  Kansas,  was  formerly  embraced  in  the  tim- 
ber culture  entry  of  Joseph  H.  Leavitt  which  was  relinquished  Novem- 
ber 12, 1885.  On  the  same  day  Zachius  E.  Ladd  made  timber  culture 
entry  of  said  tract  and  on  November  20th  following  Daniel  E.  Gason 
applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  alleging  settlement  April 
15,  1885,  which  was  also  allowed.  Ladd  then  filed  application  to  have 
the  homestead  eutry  of  Gason  canceled  and  upon  a  hearing  had  thereon 
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« 

the  local  officers  held  said  entr}"  for  caacellatioD,  which  decision  was 
affirmed  by  yoar  office. 

From  said  last  decision  (3ason  appealed  alleging  the  following  grounds 
of  error : — 

First.  Error  in  .holding  that  the  entry  of  Ladd  segregated  the  land  as  against  the 
claim  of  Cason  who  was  an  actual  settler  upon  the  land  at  the  time  the  entry  of 
Leavitt  was  canceled,  and  the  entry  of  Ladd  was  made  of  record,  and  with  the  in- 
tention of  claiming  the  same  as  a  homestead. 

Second.  Error  in  not  holding  that  the  right  of  Cason  attached  eo  instanii  upon  the 
cancellation  of  Leavitt's  entry. 

Third.  Error  in  holding  that  Cason  could  not  legally  enter  the  land  as  against 
Ladd  because  he  went  upon  the  tract  as  the  tenant  of  Leayitt,  for  the  reason  that 
Lieavitt's  right  ceased  the  instant  his  entry  was  canceled  and  the  tract  then  became 
pablio  land,  and  the  right  of  Cason  that  instant  attached,  by  reason  of  his  residence 
npon  the  land  at  the  time  with  the  Intention  of  claiming  the  same  as  a  homestead. 

Fourth.  Error  in  not  holding  that  the  entry  of  Ladd  was  subject  to  the  prior  right 
of  Cason  by  reason  of  Cason's  prior  settlement. 

The  testimony  shows  that  Gason  went  upon  the  land  as  the  tenant 
of  Leavitt  while  the  laud  was  covered  by  Leavitt's  timber  culture  en- 
try, and  was  upon  the  land  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  relinquish- 
ment of  said  entry  by  Leavitt.  Gason  acquired  no  rights  by  virtue  of 
his  occupancy  of  the  land  as  the  tenant  of  Leavitt  while  the  land  was 
segregated  by  Leavitt's  entry,  and  not  having  gone  upon  the  land  with 
the  intention  of  making  it  his  home  and  to  acquire  it  under  the  settle- 
ment laws,  his  right  as  a  settler  did  not  attach  upon  the  cancellation 
of  Leavitt's  entry,  but  could  only  attach  from  the  moment  he  went 
apon  the  land  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  home  under  the  set- 
tlement laws  and  performing  some  act  indicative  of  such  intent.  Frank- 
lin V.  Murch  (10  L.  D.,  582). 

Ladd's  entry  having  been  made  the  same  day  the  relinquishment  was 
filed,  the  subsequent  entry  of  Gason  was  improperly  allowed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  canceling  said  entry  is  therefore  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-SECOND  CONTEST-APPEAIj— ENTRY. 

Drummond  V.  Reeve. 

A  charge  of  non-compliance  with  law  directed  against  an  entry,  coupled  with  an  alle- 
gation that  the  pending  suit  of  another  against  such  entry  iscollasive,  affords  a 
proper  basis  for  a  contest. 

Failure  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  an  application  to  contest  an  entry  defeats  all 
rights  of  the  contestant  thereunder. 

An  application  to  enter  land,  covered  by  the  prior  entry  of  another,  can  not  be  enter- 
tained in  the  absence  of  a  charge  against  the  validity  of  such  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissio7ier  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  13,  1890. 

The  appeal  of  William  Drummond  from  your  office  decision  of  Augurs  t 
27,  1888,  is  now  before  me,  and  the  accompanying  record  shows  that  on 
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Aagust4,  1881,  Oliver  P.  Reeve  made  timber-culture  entry  No.  4086, 
for  lots  3,  4  and  E.  i  of  SW.  i  Sec.  6,  T.  24  S.,  R.  33  W.,  Garden  City, 
Kansas. 

August  20, 1886,  W.  H.  Harris  initiated  a  contest  against  said  entry, 
and  accompanied  it  with  an  application  to  enter  the  tract  under  the 
timber  culture  law.  September  13,  1886,  George  R.  Moore  also  filed 
contest,  and  application  to  enter  the  same  under  said  act. 

Each  of  these  contests  charged  non- compliance  with  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  cultivation  and  planting  the  land  with  trees. 

On  September  25, 1886,  William  Drummond,  the  appellant  herein, 
applied  to  the  receiver  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  same  tract,  and 
accompanied  his  application  with  an  afBdavit  of  contest  against  the 
entry  of  Reeve,  alleging  in  addition  to  failure  to  comply  with  the  tim- 
ber-culture act,  that  the  contests  of  Harris  and  Moore  were  of  a  friendly 
nature,  that  each  of  them  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  defendant  Reeve, 
and  that  their  respective  contests  were  brought  for  the  purpose  of 
<^ smuggling"  the  land  and  preventing  a  legal  contest,  and  that  said 
Reeve  has  repeatedly  offered  to  sell  his  relinquishment  to  said  tract  for 
a  valuable  consideration.  The  application  of  Drummond  to  enter  and 
contest  was  rejected  by  the  receiver,  the  affidavit  of  contest  being  en- 
dorsed :  ' 

Presented  and  rejected  this  25th  day  of  September,  1886,  for  the  reaBon  that  there 
are  at  this  dace  two  contests  undetermined  and  pending;  apon  said  tract. 

S.  Thanhouser,  Rec^r. 

Underpeath  this  endorsement  the  following  appears : 

Thirty  days  for  appeal  to  the  Hon.  Commissioner. 

November  17,  1886,  Reeve  filed  a  relinquishment  of  his  entry,  and  on 
the  same  day  the  same  was  canceled,  the  contests  of  Harris  and  Moore 
dismissed,  and  Anna  M.  Boyle  allowed  to  make  timber-culture  entry 
No.  8431  for  the  tract. 

Upon  Reeve's  relinquishment  is  the  following  endorsement  written 
with  a  pencil : 

Contest  Clerk  :  Notify  contestant  of  filing  of  this  relinq.  and  contestant's  pref. 

ight. 

C.  F.  M.  NiLES,  Reg. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  Drummond  again  applied  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  the  land,  which  application  bears  the  following  en- 
dorsement:— 

Presented  and  rejected  this  Ji7th  day  of  November,  1686,  at  11:15  a.  m.,  for  the  rea- 
son that  there  is  at  present  a  filing  upon  the  tract,  viz:  Anna  M.  Boyle,  November 
17,  '86.  There  appears  however  to  be  some  grounds  for  the  accusation  bf  fraud  in 
third  contest  of  William  'Drummond  t>.  O.  P.  Reeve,  as  Anna  M.  Boyle,  the  present 
entry  man  is  contostaut  in  neither  case,  having  a  prior  right  over  the  case  of  Dram- 
mond  V.  Reeve.  Both  of  these  contests  were  dismissed  by  Rec.  November  17,  '86, 
the  date  of  Anna  M.  Boyle's  T.  C.  filing.  Thirty  days  for  appeal  to  Hon.  Com.  Genl. 
Land  Office. 

C.  F.  M.  NiLES,  Reg. 
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December  27th  followiog,  Drammond  filed  his  appeal  from  this  action 
of  the  register. 

January  11,  1887,  Anna  M.  Boyle  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  ap- 
peal, because  it  was  not  filed  in  time,  and  becanse  a  copy  of  the  appeal 
was  served  on  Boyle  instead  of  Reeve. 

Your  predecessor  overruled  the  motion  to  divsmiss  the  appeal,  but 
affirmed  the  action  of  the  register  in  rejecting  Drummond's  homestead 
application  of  November  27,  18S6,  and  held  that  the  action  of  the  re- 
ceiver in  rejecting  appellant's  application  to  contest,  made  September 
25,  1886,  was  wrong,  but  that  he  is  bound  thereby  by  his  failure  to  ap- 
peal within  the  thirty  days  allowed  him ;  he  also  held  that  the  action 
of  the  register  in  dismissing  the  contests  of  Harris  and  Moore  on  the 
filing  of  Reeve's  relinquishment  was  wrong,  but  that  their  interests  are 
lost  by  their  having  failed  to  appeal  therefrom,  but  he  concluded  his 
judgment  by  allowing  Drummond  '*the  privilege  of  appeal  from  so 
macli  of  this  decision  as  denies  his  application  to  enter  said  tract,  and 
no  more."  From  this  judgment  Drummond  now  appeals  to  this  De- 
partment. 

The  action  of  the  receiver  in  rejecting  Drummond's  application  to 
contest  the  entry  of  Reeve  was  unauthorized  by  law,  and  gave  rise  to 
all  the  complications  that  subsequently  appear  in  this  case.  This  of- 
fered contest  of  appellant  alleged  collusion  with  the  claimant  upon  the 
part  of  both  prior  contestants,  and  the  record  in  the  case  undoubtedly 
gives  color  to  such  charge.  But  having  failed  to  appeal  from  the  rejec- 
tion of  his  contest  application  of  September  25th,  he  has  lost  his  rights 
thereunder.  Hawkins  et  al.  v.  Lamm,  (9  L.  D.,  18) ;  Gonly  v.  Price, 
(ib.,  490). 

And  the  timber-culture  of  Boyle  having  been  allowed  prior  to  his 
last  application  of  November  27,  to  enter  under  the  homestead  law, 
such  application  not  having  been  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  con- 
test against  the  Boyle  entry,  was  properly  rejected.  Hence,  Drummond 
has  no  standing  before  the  Department,  for  the  reasons : 

1st.  He  failed  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  his  application  to  con- 
test the  entrv  of  Reeve. 

2nd.  He  failed  to  accompany  his  application  of  November  27,  to  make 
homestead  entry,  with  an  affidavit  of  contest,  charging  that  the  relin- 
qaishment  of  Reeve  and  the  entry  of  Boyle  were  the  result  of  a  collu- 
sive contest,  prosecuted  for  such  fraudulent  purpose. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore,  affirmed. 
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HOMESTEAD  SETTLEMENT— PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

Beebe  V.  Callahan. 

The  validity  of  a  homestead  settlement  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  it  is  made 
pending  the  issuance  of  final  certificate  ou  pre-emption  proof,  previoasly  sub- 
mitted by  the  settlor  in  due  compliance  with  law. 

First  Assutant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  13,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  George  W.  Beebe  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  dated  February  7,  1889,  in  the  case  of  said  Beebe  Vi 
Enoch  Callahan,  holding  for  cancellation  the  former's  pre  emption 
declaratory  statement  for  the  N.  J  of  NB.  J  Sec.  11,  and  N  W.  i  of  NW. 
J  Sec.  12,  T.  31  N.,  R.  15  W.,  Niobrara  land  district,  Nebraska. 

May  30, 1884,  Callahan  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tract,  and  on 
March  23,  1885,  in  accordance  with  pablished  notice,  he  offered  final 
commutation  proof  for  said  land  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  conrt 
at  O'Neill,  Nebraska  and  on  the  same  day  Beebe  filed  a  protest  against 
the  acceptance  of  Callahan's  commutation  proof  alleging  that  he, 
Beebe,  made  settlement  on  said  tract  May  9,  1884,  and  established 
actual  residence  thereon  June  4th  which  was  continuous,  and  filed  his 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  same  June  12,1884;  that 
he  could  prove  that  Callahan  did  not  settle  upon  nor  make  improve- 
ments on  the  land  until  one  or  two  weeks  after  May  9,  1884. 

Both  the  final  proof  and  protest  having  been  transmitted  to  the  local 
office,  hearing  was  ordered  and  set  for  June  11,  1885,  before  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver.  On  the  day  appointed  the  parties  appeared  in  person 
and  by  their  respective  attorneys.  A  large  amount  of  testimony  was 
offered  by  both  parties  and  the  local  officers  from  an  examination  there- 
of, found  that  Callahan  made  settlement  upon  the  land  May  7,  1884, 
and  that  he  established  actual  residence  on  the  land  July  5, 1884,  which 
was  continuous;  that  he  has  a  well  and  nine  acres  of  breaking,  and 
had  raised  a  crop  on  a  portion  of  the  breaking  one  season ;  that  he 
had  "  made  final  proof  in  support  of  a  pre-emption  filing  for  the  B.  J 
NW.  i  and  W.  J  NE.  i  Sec.  12,  T.  31,  R.  16  W.,  .  .  .  .  April 
23,  1884,  .  .  .  and  as  .  .  .  final  certificate  bears  date  May  16, 
1884,"  he  was  not  qualified  to  make  settlement  for  other  lands  prior 
to  that  date,  and  although  his  settlement  was  prior  to  the  time  Beebe 
settled  on  the  land,  they  rejected  his  commutation  proof  and  recom- 
mended his  homestead  entry  for  cancellation.  From  this  judgment  he 
appealed  to  your  office,  where,  on  February  7,  1889,  after  considering 
the  evidence,  you  concurred  in  the  findings  of  the  register  and  receiver 
as  to  the  prior  settlement,  residence  and  improvement  of  Callahan  fiu 
the  tract  in  dispute,  but  reversed  that  portion  of  their  findings  as  to 
the  illegality  of  claimant's  settlement,  citing  as  authority  for  so  doing 
the  case  of  Joseph  W.  Mitchell  (7   L.  D.,  455),  and  held  protestant's 
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pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  cancellation  and  returned  the 
coinmatatioQ  proof  "for  further  attention."  From  this  decision  Beebe 
appealed  to  this  Department. 

Beviewing  the  evidence  in  the  case,  I  think  it  fairly  shows  that  Oal- 
lahan  made  settlement  on  the  tract  covered  by  his  homestead  entry, 
and  established  his  residence  thereon  with  his  family,  to  the  exclusion 
of  one  elsewhere,  within  the  time  required  by  law,  and  that  the  same 
was  continuous. 

This  case  'as  to  the  qualifications  of  Callahan  to  make  a  settlement  at 
the  date  he  alleges  seems  to  come  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  de- 
cision cited  by  your  office  and  in  the  later  decision  of  the  same  case, 
(8  Li.  D.,  268). 

The  judgment  appealed  from  seems  to  be  justified  by  the  facts,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  rulings  applicable  to  such  cases,  and  is  there- 
fore affirmed. 


PRACTICE— EVIDENCE— DEPOSITIONS-TIMBER  CULTURE. 

Fierce  v.  McDougal. 

Failure  to  endorse  the  title  of  the  cause  on  the  envelope  enclosing  depositions  does 
not  necessarily  exclade  the  depositions  from  consideration;  where  no  apparent 
prejudice  to  the  interests  of  either  party  results  from  the  absence  of  such  en- 
dorsement. 

A  technical  objection  to  the  regularity  of  depositions,  can  not  be  raised  on  trial,  by 
one  who  participates  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  and,  at  such  time, 
take.H  no  exception  to  the  proceedings. 

An  irregularity  in  the  transmission  of  depositions  may  be  waived  by  agreement  of 
counsel. 

A  timber  cnltnre  entry  must  be  canceled  if  the  evidence  shows  that  the  failure  to 
secnre  a  growth  of  timber  results  from  the  want  of  ordinary  diligence  on  the 
part  of  the  entryman. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Ojffice,  August  16, 3890. 

This  case  comes  before  the  Department  upon  the  appeal  of  G.  Mc- 
Dougal &om  the  decision  of  your  office  holding  for  cancellation  his 
timber-culture  entry,  made  February  23,  1874,  for  the  SE.  J  Sec.  23,  T. 
18,  K.  18  W.,  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas. 

Contest  was  filed  against  said  entry  February  24,  1885,  by  Henry 
Fierce,  alleging  that  the  entryman  had  failed  to  plow,  plant,  and  culti- 
vate to  trees  ten  acres,  as  required  by  law,  specifically  setting  forth  in 
bis  affidavit  the  grounds  upon  which  said  allegation  is  based. 

At  the  hearing  ordered  upon  this  contest  counsel  for  the  entryman 
moved  to  suppress  the  depositions  of  witnesses  McFadden,  Burns,  Hart, 
Miller,  Donleavy  and  Koon,  upon  the  ground  that  said  depositions  were 
not  transmitted  to  the  local  officers  according  to  law,  there  being  no 
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endorsement  on  the  sealed  package  indicating  the  character  of  its  con- 
tents, or  that  the  depositions  were  sealed  by  or  in  the  presence  of  the 
officers  before  whom  they  were  taken.  He  also  moved  to  suppress  the 
testimony  of  witnesses  Hayes,  Anderson,  Beed,  Wood,  and  McFadden, 
upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  stipulation  between  the  parties  to 
take  said  testimony  before  A.  H.  Morris,  and  the  official  character  of 
Morris  was  not  authenticated. 

These  motions  were  overruled  by  the  local  officers,  and  upon  the  tes- 
timony submitted  they  found  that  the  charges  in  the  affidavit  of  con- 
test were  sustained,  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

From  said  several  rulings  and  findings  the  entryman  appealed,  and 
upon  consideration  thereof  your  office  affirmed  the  rulings  and  findings 
of  the  local  office  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation.  Whereupon  the 
entryman  appealed,  alleging  error  in  said  decision,  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  In  holding  that  the  depositions  of  McFadden  and  others  were 
taken  under  a  commission  regularly  issued,  and  that  the  omission  of 
the  endorsement  of  the  title  of  the  case  on  the  envelope  was  not  essen- 
tial and  material,  and  was  not  a  fatal  defect. 

(2)  In  holding  that  there  was  any  stipulation  between  the  litigants 
to  authorize  the  taking  of  the  depositions  of  Hayes,  Anderson,  and 
others  before  A.  H.  Morris,  and  in  considering  said  testimony  as  evi- 
dence. 

(3)  In  holding  that  there  was  any  substantial  default  in  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  the  law  during  any  of  the  years  following  the 
entry  to  date  of  hearing. 

The  records  show  that  the  contestant,  in  compliance  with  rule  24, 
rules  of  practice,  made  affidavit  before  the  local  officers  that  McFadden, 
Burns  and  the  other  witnesses  therein  named  were  material  witnesses 
for  contestant,  and  resided  more  than  fifty  miles  from' the  local  office, 
and  at  the  same  time  filed  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  to  said  wit- 
nesses, stating  their  names  and  residence,  which  were  served  upon  the 
opposite  party.  Upon  this  a  commission  was  issued  by  the  local  offi- 
cers, appointing  A.J.  Yawger,  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  Rush  county, 
Kansas,  to  execute  the  same,  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  said  testimony 
was  taken  by  the  person  named  therein,  and  was  returned  to  the  local 
officers  in  compliance  with  rules  28,  29  and  30,  of  practice,  except  in 
failing  to  have  '*the  title  of  the  case  endorsed  on  the  envelope." 

While  it  is  true  that  rule  30  requires  that  the  title  shall  be  endorsed 
on  the  envelope  containing  the  deposition  and  should  be  observed,  yet, 
I  do  not  think  a  failure  so  to  do  is  necessarily  fatal  to  the  taking  of  the 
deposition.  A  rule  of  the  Department  may  always  be  waived  in  the 
interest  of  substantial  justice,  as  rules  are  made  to  facilitate  rather  than 
to  embarrass  and  defeat  it.  Caledonia  Mining  Company  r.  Rowen,  2 
L.  D.,  719. 
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There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  failure  to  make  this 
endorsement  was  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  either  party  to  thecontro- 
versj.  The  depositions  appear  to  have  been  fairly  taken  and  correctly 
mirror  the  facts  as  given  by  the  witnesses.  Under  such  circumstances, 
I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  substantial  error  in  the  local  office  over- 
raling  the  motion  to  suppress  the  depositions  for  that  reason.  Keither 
do  I  think  there  was  any  error  in  overruling  the  motion  to  suppress  the 
testimony  of  Hayes  and  other  witnesses,  taken  before  A.  H.  Morris. 
The  evidence  of  these  witnesses  was  taken  under  a  stipulation  signed  * 
by  Fierce,  the  contestant,  and  A.  H.  Bain,  as  attorney  for  contestee, 
agreeing  that  the  testimony  shall  be  taken  at  Walnut  City,  Kansas,  *'be- 
fore  any  officer  authorized  to  administer  an  oath,  that  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  contestant  and  T.  U.  McDowell,  attorney  for  contestee  •  •  • 
•  •  waiving  all  irregularities  in  the  manner  in  which  said  depositions 
shall  be  taken  and  filed."  Mr.  McDougal  was  represented  by  his  attor- 
ney. The  testimony  of  said  witnesses  was  taken  without  objection  on 
his  part,  as  was  also  that  of  three  of  Fierce's  witnesses.  While  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  exi)ress  agreement  designating  Morris  as 
the  person  to  take  the  testimony,  yet  under  such  circumstances  it  must 
be  held  that  he  waived  any  objection  to  the  evidence  being  taken  by 
him  under  the  stipulation. 

The  doctrine  of  estoppel  will  apply  to  him  in  such  case  in  all  its  rigor. 
He  will  not  be  permitted  to  appear,  conduct  an  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, offer  his*own  proof,  raise  no  objection  to  the  proceedings,  and 
when  the  testimony  is  offered  on  the  trial,  for  the  first  time  make  an 
objection  of  this  technical  character.  No  complaint  is  made  that  the 
evidence  of  the  witnesses  was  not  taken  by  Mr.  Morris  as  given,  or  that 
Mr.  McDougal  did  not  have  an  equal  opportunity  with  his  adversary 
to  examine  the  witnesses  produced  at  the  hearing,  on  the  contrary-,  it 
would  appear  that  Mr.  Fierce  represented  his  own  case  against  the 
attorney  of  McDougal,  hence,  it  would  seem  that  he  has  no  ground  of 
complaint  on  that  score. 

This  testimony  was  not  transmitted  by  mail,  but  was  delivered  to  the 
local  officers  by  contestant,  and  subsequently  he  and  Bain,  attorney  for 
contestee;  signed  an  agreement,  reciting  that  whereas  the  testimony  of 
Hayes,  Anderson  and  Reed  on  behalf  of  contestee  and  of  Wood  and 
McFadden  on  behalf  of  contestant  was  taken  before  said  Morris,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  was  not  transmitted  by  mail,  but  delivered  to  the 
local  officers  by  said  contestant :  **  Now,  therefore,  the  undersigned  con- 
testant, and  contestee  hereby  waive  any  and  all  objections  to  the  iireg- 
nlarity  that  may  exist  in  thus  transmitting  said  depositions,  and  the 
same  shall  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  if  they  had  been  regularly  trans- 
mitted by  the  United  States  mail.'' 

I  find  no  denial  of  the  authority  of  said  attorneys  to  act  for  and  to  bind 
the  contestee  by  their  said  agreements,  nor  is  there  any  denial  that  said 
agreements  wore  signed  by  counsel  as  above  set  forth.     It  is  my  judg- 
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ment  that  the  action  of  the  local  office  on  these  preliminary  motions 
was  justified.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  it  appears  that  this  entry 
was  made  Febraary  23,  1874,  eleven  years  before  the  contest  was  filed. 
The  te^stimony  shows  that  the  entryman,  by  his  agent,  planted  the  ten 
acres  required  by  law  with  seeds  and  cuttings,  during  the  first  five  years 
of  the  entry,  but  they  failed  to  grow,  and  he  continued  to  replant  ten 
acres  each  year  from  1878  to  1885,  except  two  years,  when  no  work  was 
done,  but  at  the  date  of  the  hearing  no  trees  of  any  size  or  age  were 
growing  on  the  claim,  except  a  few  straggling  sprouts  from  old  roots, 
and  the  land  on  which  the  Heeds  and  cuttings  were  planted  was  tlien 
overgrown  with  weeds  and  grass.  The  failure  of  the  cuttings  and  seeds 
to  grow  is  accounted  for  by  the  witnesses  for  the  contestee  by  reason  of 
excessive  drought,  and  they  swear  that  the  seeds  and  cuttings  did  not 
even  sprout  on  account  of  the  dry  weather,  and,  hence,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  cultivation.  But  it  is  shown  by  the  testimony  that  crops 
on  the  adjacent  farms  were  abundant  during  these  years,  and  that  tree 
culture  was  successful  on  other  claims  in  that  locality  during  the  same 
period.  Even  the  witnesses  for  the  contestee  admit  that  during  those 
years  there  were  good  seasons  part  of  the  time,  and  that  the  land  had 
not  been  properly  cultivated,  while  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  in- 
troduced by  contestant  shows  that  the  soil  on  this  claim  is  fertile  and 
that  if  the  planting  and  cultivation  had  been  done  in  the  proper  manner, 
trees  could  have  been  successfully  planted  and  grown. 

Considering  all  of  the  testimony,  there  is  sufficient  in  it  to  warrant 
the  finding  of  the  local  office  and  of  your  office  that  the  entryman  could 
have  secured  a  growth  of  timber  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  in 
planting  and  cultivation,  and  failing  in  this  his  entry  must  be  canceled. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRAXT— WITHDRAW AL-UNSURVEYED  LAND. 

Olney  V.  Hastings  and  Dakota  Ry.  Co.  (On  Review). 

A  withdrawal  in  aid  of  a  railroad  grant  takes  effect  apon  unsarveyed,  as  well  as  sur- 
veyed land. 

The  statns  of  laud  at  date  of  definite  location  determines  whether  it  is  subject  to 
the  grant,  irrespective  of  any  subsequent  order  of  withdrawal. 

A  plea  that  a  withdrawal  cannot  take  effect  before  the  company  accepts  the  condi- 
tions imposed  by  the  »State  in  conferring  the  grant  upon  the  company,  if  effective 
for  any  purpose,  can  only  be  set  up  on  behalf  of  one  who  has  been  induced,  by 
such  condition  of  affairs  to  go  upon  land  otherwise  subject  to  said  withdrawal. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Gommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Augmt 

19,  1890. 

The  attorney  for  Frank  P.  Olney  has  filed  a  motion  for  reconsideration 
and  revocation  of  departmental  decision  of  February  10, 1890  (10  L.  D., 
136)  in  the  case  of  Olney  r.  Hastings  and  Dakota  Rj.  Co.  involving  the 
NW.  \  of  Sec.  15,  T.  120  N.,  R.  43  W.,  Marshall  (formerly  Benson)  land 
district  Minnesota. 
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This  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of  July  4, 1866  (14 
Stat.,  87)  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Houston  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  as  shown  by 
the  map  of  definite  location  filed  June  26,  1867.  On  April  22, 1868,  a 
withdrawal  of  all  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  was  ordered,  notice 
thereof  being  received  at  the  local  office  May  11, 1868.  On  April  12, 
1870,  the  plat  of  survey  of  this  township  was  filed  and  on  September  9, 
1870,  one  Augustus  E.  Field  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
for  said  tract  alleging  settlement  June  10, 1869.  On  November  14,  1887, 
Olney  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said  land  which  application 
was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  because  of  the  grant  to  the  company. 
Upon  appeal  to  your  office  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  was  re- 
versed upon  the  theory  that  prior  to  February  14, 1871,  it  had  been  the 
uniform  holding  that  "  withdrawals  were  not  effective  on  unsurveyed 
lands  until  the  plat  thereof  was  filed  and  that  settlements  made  prior 
thereto  were  allowed  to  be  perfected  "  and  that  Field's  settlement  exist- 
ing at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  township  plat  served  to  except  the 
land  from  the  grant.  Upon  appeal  to  this  Department  that  decision 
was  reversed  by  the  decision  now  sought  by  the  motion  under  consider- 
ation to  be  revoked. 

In  support  of  said  motion  it  is  alleged  that  the  following  errors 
appear  in  said  decision — 

(1)  Error  in  holding  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  ruilroad  company  was 
effective  upon  unsurvev'ed  lands. 

(2)  Error  In  holding  withdrawal  made  for  land  opposite  portions  of  the  road  not 
completed  within  the  time  limited  in  granting  act  and  before  d»te  of  acceptance  of 
act  of  legifilatnre  of  Minnesota  of  February  8, 1878,  could  be  efiective  for  any  purpose. 

(3)  Error  in  holding  the  withdrawal  made  opposite  this  land  April  22,  1866,  and 
the  only  withdrawal  made,  was  effectivo,  although  made  before  the  railroad  com- 
pany accepted  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Minnesota,  dated  March  7,  1867,  which 
conferred  the  grant  upon  the  company. 

(4)  Error  in  holding  the  grant  took  effect  upon  the  land  in  controversy  although 
at  date  of  definite  location  it  was  unsurveyed  and  prior  to  and  at  date  of  snrvey  it 
was  occupied  by  an  actual  settler  under  the  pre-emption  law. 

(5)  Error  in  holding  the  land  was  not  absolutely  excepted  from  the  grant. 

(6)  Error  in  rejecting  the  application  of  Olney  to  enter  the  land. 

(7)  Error  in  holding  that  Olney  is  not  entitled  to  relief  under  the  act  of  April  21, 
1876. 

It  is  not  serioQsly  contended  that  a  withdrawal  does  not  under  the 
present  ruling,  take  effect  before  snrvey.  The  change  in  the  rulings  of 
Department  was  made  about  the  time  indicated  in  the  Commissioner's 
decision  above  referred  to  and  it  is  admitted  bv  all  that  since  then 
it  has  been  held  that  such  withdrawals  operate  as  to  unsurveyed  as 
well  as  surveyed  land.  This  disposes  of  the  first  allegation  of  error 
adversely  to  the  motion. 

The  second  and  third  allegations  may  be  considered  and  disposed  of 
together.  The  plea  that  the  withdrawal  could  not  take  effect  before  the 
acceptance  by  the  railroad  company  of  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  the 
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State  legislature  conferring  the  benefits  of  the  grant  upon  the  com- 
pany or  that  the  company  had  failed  to  formally  signify  its  acceptance 
of  such  act  if  available  for  any  purpose  could  only,  be  in  behalf  of  one 
who  was  induced  by  the  condition  of  affairs  to  go  on  such  land  and  not 
in  behalf  of  one  who  like  Olney  went  on  the  land  after  the  conditions- 
of  the  grant  had  been  accepted  and  complied  with.  There  is  no  suffi- 
cient reason  advanced  in  these  two  allegations  for  the  action  asked  by 
this  motion.  The  case  of  Hastings  and  Dakota  By.  Go.  v.  Bailey  (2  L. 
D.,  540}  cited  does  not  sustain  the  contention  of  counsel,  for  in  that 
case  the  Department  refused  to  decide  what  effect  a  withdrawal  made 
before  the  grant  was  conferred  upon  the  company  would  have  as  to  land 
upon  which  an.  entry  was  allowed  before  the  date  of  the  act  of  the  State 
legislature  conferring  the  grant  upon  the  company. 

The  question  as  to  whether  this  land  was  or  was  not  excepted  from 
the  order  of  withdrawal  is  of  little  importance  in  this  case.  The  right 
of  the  State  is  determined  by  the  condition  of  the  land  at  the  date  of 
the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location  of  the  road  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  which  the  land  is  to  be  appropriated.  This  land  was  vacant 
unappropriated  public  land  at  the  date  this  grant  attached  and  must 
be  held  to  have  passed  thereunder. 

What  might  have  been  the  effect  of  Field's  claim,  it  having  been 
allowed  in  accordance  with  the  rulings  of  the  Department  then  in  force, 
if  he  had  not  abandoned  it  but  were  here  asserting  rights  thereunder 
it  is  unnecessary  to  decide.  No  right  is  being  asserted  by  Field  or  any 
one  claiming  through  him.  Certainly  Olney  can  not  be  allowed  to  plead 
with  success,  that  because  there  was  at  one  time  a  claim  that  would 
have  been  entitled  ta  protection  because  made  in  accordance  with  cer- 
tain rulings  his  claim  initiated  years  after  a  change  in  such  rulings  is 
entitled  to  the  same  protection.  The  fourth  allegation  of  error  can  not 
be  sustained. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  allegations  are  merely  formal  and  need  not  be 
considered  apart  from  the  others. 

It  is  insisted  that  it  was  error  to  hold  that  Olney  was  not  entitled'to 
relief  under  the  act  of  April  21,  1876,  but  it  is  not  specifically  stated 
which  section  of  that  act  applies  to  his  case.  In  the  brief  filed  in  si\p- 
port  of  this  motion,  after  reciting  the  class  of  claims  covered  by  each  of 
the  three  sections  the  following  language  is  used : 

It  is  not  clear  that  Field's  case  w-ould  fall  within  any  of  these  classes.  If  it  is  held 
the  grant  and  the  withdrawal  could  be  effective  upon  unsurveyed  land,  then  it  would 
not,  as  Field's  settlement  and  filing  was  after  notice  was  received  at  the  local  ot!lce. 

Again  after  referring  to  a  large  number  of  cases  decided  under  said 
act,  it  is  said  : 

These  cases  are  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  showius;  that,  if  it  is  intended  to  hold 
Field  if  applying,  might  bo  relieved  under  the  act  of  April  *2l,  1876,  but  that  no  one 
else  could  if  applying  under  him,  it  is  not  in  harmony  with  previous  rulings  of  the 
Department. 
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It  was  not  however  ioteDded  to  bold  in  the  decision  complained  of 
that  Field  would  have  been  entitled  to  relief  nnder  said  act.  The  only 
section  of  that  act  that  could  by  any  possible  construction  have  appli- 
cation to  Field's  case  is  section  one,  and  it  was  sa:d  in  the  decision 
under  consideration — "  In  the  first  place  section  one  of  the  act  of  April 
21, 1876,  has  no  bearing  on  this  case."  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  hypothe- 
sis upon  which  all  those  cases  are  referred  to  has  no  existence.  Olney'd 
claim  does  not  fall  within  the  provisions  of  said  act.  He  did  not  assert 
any  claim  to  said  land  before  notice  of  withdrawal  reached  the  local 
office,  and  therefore  does  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  first 
section  of  said  act.  No  valid  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  existed 
for  this  land  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  and  therefore  the  second 
section  does  not  apply.  Olney  has  not  been  allowed  to  make  an  entry 
and  he  does  not  therefore  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  third  sec- 
tion. • 

In  addition  it  may  be  said  that  in  each  of  the  cases  cited  in  behalf  of 
Olney  there  was  at  the  date  notice  of  the  withdrawal  reached  the  local 
office  as  to  the  land  involved  in  existence  a  valid  claim  and  in  that  ma- 
terial particular  those  cases  differ  from  this  case  of  Olney.  This  motion 
cai)  not  be  sustained  upon  the  ground  that  Olney  is  entitled  to  relief 
under  the  act  of  April  21, 1876.  After  a  careful  review  and  reconsid- 
eration of  this  case  in  the  light  of  the  argument  filed  and  the  cases  cited 
in  support  of  the  motion  to  revoke  and  rescind  the  decision  heretofore 
rendered,  I  find  no  sufficient  reason  for  such  action.  Said  motion  is 
therefore  over-ruled  and  the  decision  heretofore  rendered  is  adhered  to. 


TIMBER-CC7LT17BE  CONTEST— BREAKING— GOOD  JFAITH. 

Habbison  v.  Sohlagenhatjf. 

Failure  to  break  the  full  amouut  of  acreage  required  by  statute  does  not  call  for  cau- 
cellatioD,  where  good  faith  is  manifest,  and  the  default  is  cured  when  discovered. 

Acts  performed  in  compliance  with  law  after  contest  is  ftled,  but  prior  to  service  of 
notice,  may  be  accepted  as  indicative  of  good  faith,  if  not  indnced  by  actual  no- 
tice of  the  pending  contest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Officej  August  19,  1890. 

Jacob  Schlagenhauf  made  timber-culture  entry  of  the  N  W.  J  Sec.  30, 
T.  12  S.,  R.  23  W.,  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas,  December  18,  1883,  and  on 
December  19, 1885,  William  S.  Harrison  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry,  alleging  failure  "  to  break,  plow,  or  cultivate  the  second  five 
acres  daring  the  second  year,  or  at  any  time  since  date  of  entry." 

Service  of  said  notice  of  contest  was  made  by  publication,  the  first 
notice  appearing  January  7, 1886. 
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Upon  the  hearing  had  thereon,  the  local  officers  found  that  the  pre- 
ponderance of  testimony  is  in  favor  of  the  contestant,  and  that  the  en- 
try should  be  canceled.  Upon  appeal  therefrom,  your  office  reversed 
said  finding  and  held  that  the  law  had  been  substantially  complied 
with,  and  dismissed  the  contest.  From  said  decision  the  contestant 
appealed. 

Prior  to  October,  1885,  about  five  acres  of  the  tract  had  been  broken 
and  cropped  to  oats  one  year,  and  during  that  month  said  five  acres 
were  planted  to  trees  and  tree  seeds.  On  December  22,  and  23,  1885, 
the  second  breaking  was  done,  but  upon  actual  measurement  of  both 
tracts  the  entire  quantity  of  land  broken  was  found  to  contain  a  frac- 
tion less  than  ten  acres. 

The  only  questions  involved  in  this  case  are,  whether  the  failure  to 
break  the  full  quantity  of  ten  acres  was  such  a  default  as  to  work  a  for- 
feiture of  the  claim,  and,  if  not,  whether  the  breaking  of  said  quantity 
of  land  after  contest  and  prior  to  service  of  notice  will  defeat  it. 

One  of  the  witnesses  introduced  by  the  contestant  testified  that  he  is 
a  competent  surveyor,  and  upon  actual  measurement  of  the  tract  found 
it  to  contain  nine  acres  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rods, 
while  one  of  the  witnesses  introduced  by  contestee,  who  is  also  a  sur- 
veyor, testified  that  by  the  survey  made  by  him  he  found  it  to  contain 
nine  acres  and  thirteen  sixteenths  of  an  acre.  It  is  shown  by  the  testi- 
mony of  the  agent  of  the  entryman  who  did  the  last  breaking,  that  he 
supposed  when  he  finished  plowing  that  he  had  broken  over  ten  acres 
with  the  land  first  broken.  The  failure  to  break  the  full  quantity  of  ten 
acres,  lacking  only  a  small  fraction  of  an  acre,  was  clearly  the  result  of 
a  mere  error  of  judgment,  and  is  not  such  a  failure  to  comply  with  the 
law  as  to  warrant  the  forfeiture  of  the  claim. 

It  is  contended  \>y  contestant  that  the  entryman  had  notice  of  said 
contest  prior  to  January  7, 1886,  from  the  admission  of  Warner,  the 
ageut  who  did  the  last  breaking,  that  he  knew  the  second  plowing  was 
done  on  the  22d  and  23d  of  December,  1885,  because  he  caught  Har- 
rison and  Ferris  surveying  the  land  on  the  2 1st,  and  marked  it  in  an 
almanac.  Tbis  does  not  prove  that  either  the  agent  or  the  entryman 
knew  at  the  time  that  a  contest  had  been  filed  against  the  entry,  and 
although  an  attempt  to  cure  a  default  after  a  contest  has  been  filed, 
but  before  service,  can  not  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  good  faith,  if  such 
action  is  induced  by  the  contest,  yet  the  default  may  be  cured,  if  the 
action  was  not  induced  by  actual  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  contest. 

Besides,  in  this  case  Warner,  the  agent,  testified  that  he  supposed 
from  information  received  from  Reddick,  who  did  the  first  breaking,  that 
eleven  acres  ha<l  been  broken,  and  the  entryman  swears  from  informa- 
tion received  by  him  he  believed  the  full  quantity  of  laud  had  been 
broken,  as  he  paid  Reddick  for  breaking  that  quantity,  and,  although 
this  is  denied  by  Reddick,  it  is  confirmed  by  the  letter  of  Reddick  to 
J.  T.  Buck.     He  swears  that  the  first  intimation  he  had  of  the  deficiency 
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was  obtained  from  a  letter  writteu  by  Warner,  bis  agent,  which  he  re- 
ceived between  the  19tb  and  23d  of  December,  1885.  "A  timber  cult- 
ure entry  will  not  be  canceled  for  failure  to  break  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  acres,  where  the  entry  man  honestly  supposed  that  he  had  complied 
with  the  law,  and  made  good  the  deficiency  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
its  discovery.'^  Purmort  v.  Zerflng  (9  L.  D.,  180). 
The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-APPLICATION— APPEAL— POSSESSION. 

MASSEY  V.  Malachi. 

The  rights  of  an  applicant  for  pablic  land  shoald  not  be  prejudiced  by  mistake  of  the 
local  office. 

The  failure  of  an  applicant  to  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  his  application,  does  not 
impair  his  claim,  if  he  is  not  advised  of  his  right  of  appeal  to  the  Commissioner. 

When  an  application  is  rejected  by  the  local  office,  the  date  of  its  presentation,  and 
the  reason  for  the  rejection  should  be  noted  thereon. 

One  who  goes  upon  land  covered  by  the  open  and  notorious  occupancy  and  possession 
of  another  is  bound  to  take  notice  of  any  rights  that  may  exist  in  the  prior  occu- 
pant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office,  August  19,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Bobert  J.  Massey  v.  Lindsey  Malachi 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  February  23, 1889,  dis- 
missing his  contest  against  the  homestead  entry  of  the  latter,  for  the  E. 
J  NW.  J  and  W.  i  NE.J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  18  S.,  R.  2  W.,  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama  land  district. 

Malachi  made  homestead  entry  for  said  land  on  October  30, 1886,  and 
on  February  26, 1887,  Massey  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same 
alleging : 

That  he  had  resided  upon  the  land  since  1831 ;  that  the  said  Lindsey  Malachi  knew 
that  the  contestant  resided  upon  said  land  at  the  time  he  entered  the  tract ;  that  said 
tract  is  not  sottled  upon  and  cultivated  by  said  party  as  required  by  law,  and  that 
coDtestant  is  the  only  person,  with  his  familyi  who  resides  upon  said  tract,  and  that 
he  has  resided  on  said  tract  and  improved  and  cultivated  the  same  since  January 
or  February  1881,  and  that  he  had  applied  to  enter  the  same  several  times  before  the 
same  was  entered  by  said  Lindsey  Malachi,  and  that  his  applications  have  been  re- 
jected by  the  register  of  the  local  office  and  his  money  returned  to  his  attorney,  £.  K. 
FQlton. 

Notice  of  contest  was  given,  and  the  hearing  set  for  May  10, 1887,  on 
which  day  Massey  appeared  with  counsel  and  witnesses.  Malachi  ap- 
peared and  asked  continuance  because  of  the  absence  of  his  attorney. 
A  continuance  was  denied  and  the  testimony  taken,  and  upon  consider- 
ation of  the  same  the  register  and  receiver  held  the  entry  of  Malachi 
for  cancellation,  from  which  order  he  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on 
February  23,  1889,  you  reversed  said  decision  and  dismissed  said  con- 
test, from  which  ju<lp;ment  Massey  appealed  to  this  office. 
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Counsel  for  Malachi  has  filed  a  demarrer,  motion  and  answer  to  the 
specifications  of  error  assigned  in  the  appeal.  I  hare  considered  each 
objection,  and  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  not  well  taken.  In  my 
judgment  the  specifications  are  sufficient  in  law  and  substantially  true 
in  fact. 

The  record  shows  that  in  1881,  Massey  applied  to  enter  the  tract  in 
controversy,  but  his  application  was  rejected  because  the  local  officers 
believed  it  was  listed  as  coal  land.  The  books  of  your  office  do  not 
show  that  said  tract  in  question. was  ever  reported  as  mineral  or  coal 
land,  but  on  the  contrary  that  the  same  was  subject  to  entry  as  agri- 
cultural land. 

In  1885,  he  again  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract,  and 
on  August  24,  1885,  the  local  officers  notified  him  of  the  rejection  of  his 
application,  saying — <^  The  application  is  not  allowed  because,  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  mineral  list  on  file  in  this  office,  I  find  that  the  land 
mentioned  has  been  classed  coal,  and  is  not  subject  to  H'd  entry."  Massey 
was  not  advised  of  his  right  of  appeal,  and  in  each  case  he  did  what  he 
could  to  place  an  entry  on  record.  The  local  officers  through  a  mistake, 
rejected  his  applications  through  no  fault  of  his,  and  he  should  not  be 
prejudiced  by  the  error  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

Now  turning  to  the  evidence  in  the  case,  from  an  examination  of  the 
testimony,  I  think  it  substantially  establishes  the  allegations  of  the 
affidavit  of  contest.  It  shows  that  the  contestant  made  settlement  upon 
the  land  in  February  1881;  that  he  erected  a  house  with  kitchen  at- 
tached, built  a  corn-crib,  two  stables,  a  barn,  and  cleared  between 
twenty  and  twenty-three  acres  of  land  which  he  fenced  and  cultivated 
until  after  the  entry  of  Malachi.  Daring  the  time  from  1881  till  1887, 
he  resided  with  his  family  on  the  land,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
time  when  his  family  were  absent  so  that  his  children  could  attend 
school ;  during  this  time,  his  stock  and  property  except  some  household 
goods  were  kept  on  the  tract  and  he  made  his  home  there  and  cultivated 
the  land  during  their  absence. 

In  the  spring  of  1887,  Malachi  went  upon  the  land  and  erected  a  board 
box  house,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  without  any  chimney;  he  made  no 
other  improvement;  he  moved  some  household  goods  into  the  house 
and  stayed  there  a  part  of  the  time, — he  says  his  wife's  health  was  such 
he  could  not  move  his  family  into  the  house. 

In  your  decision  you  give  much  prominence  to  the  fact  that  Massey 
did  not  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  officers  rejecting  his  applica- 
tion, and  because  no  appeal  was  taken  within  thirty  days,  you  say  he 
cm  not  now  be  heard  to  allege  that  he  has  the  superior  right  to  enter 
said  land.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  he  was  not  advised  ^'of  his  right  of 
a[)peal  to  the  Commissioner  "  as  required  by  paragraph  2  of  rule  66,  of 
Practice. 

It  may  be  further  noted  that  the  local  officers  failed  to  indorse  upon 
said  application  either  the  date  when  presented,  or  their  reasons  for 
rejecting  it  as  required  by  paragraph  1,  of  same  rule. 
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Again  you  reject  his  claim  because  adverse  rights  have  intervened, 
bat  wh«n  Mahichi  weut  upon  this  laud,  Massey  had  his  improvements 
thereon,  as  well  as  hisstock  and  property ;  his  fields  were  enclosed, and 
be  bad  been  for  five  years  in  open  notorious  possession,  of  all  of  which 
Malachi  had  full  knowledge  when  he  went  upon  the  tract.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  Massey  was  prior  in  time,  in  making  settlement  upon  the  laud 
and  in  filing  his  application  to  enter  the  same,  and  the  testimony  does  not 
show  any  abandonment  of  his  claim  to  make  entry  and  n^ake  his  home 
upon  the  land.  Aside  from  this,  the  equity  of  the  case  is  with  Massey. 
It  was  not  his  fault  that  his  entry  was  not  allowed,  his  improvements 
are  lasting  and  valuable,  while  those  of  Malachi  are  very  meagre.  It 
seems  that  both  the  law  and  equity  would  allow  the  claim  of  Massey. 

Your  decision  is  reversed.  Massey  will  be  allowed  thirty  days  from 
Dotice  of  this  decision  within  which  to  complete  his  entry  by  payment 
ot  fees,  etc.  Malachi's  entry  will,  in  the  meantime,  be  suspended  and 
in  the  event  that  Massey  completes  his,  Malachi's  entry  will  be  canceled, 
otherwise  it  will  remain  intact. 


COXTEST— PROCEEDINGS  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Louis  i;.  Taylor. 

No  rights  can  be  acquired  nnder  an  affidavit  of  contest  filed  during:  the  pendency  of 
an  order  on  the  en  try  man  to  sbow  cause  why  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled 
for  failure  to  submit  final  proof  within  the  statutory  period. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  19,  1890. 

On  June  20, 1888,  William  A.  Louis  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  (alleg 
ing  abandonment)  against  the  homestead  entry  made  by  John  W.  Tay- 
lor August  15,  1879,  for  the  SE.  J  Sec.  8,  T.  11  S.,  K.  32  W.,  (Hays  City 
series)  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas. 

Tbe  said  affidavit  was,  as  shown  by  endorsement,  rejected  at  the  local 
office  for  the  reason  that  ''  the  government  has  already  taken  steps  to 
procure  the  cancellation  of  this  entry."  This  action  on  appeal  by  Louis 
was  affirmed  by  your  office  decision  of  September  IS,  1888.  Louis  ap- 
peals. 

It  appears  that  your  office,  by  letter  dated  January  C,  1888,  instructed 
the  local  officers  to  "  advise  Taylor  that  the  statutory  period  within 
which  proof  is  required  to  be  submitted  had  expired,  and  to  cite  him  to 
show  cause  within  thirty  days  why  his  entry  should  not  be  declared 
forfeited  and  canceled  for  non-compliance  with  said  legal  requirement;" 
that  notice  of  said  order  was  sent  to  Louis  by  registered  letters,  which 
were  "returned  uncalled  for,"  and  that  so  far  as  the  record  discloses 
the  proceeding  referred  to  is  still  pending. 
2497— VOL  11 13 
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The  case  at  bar  is  in  all  material  respects  similar  to  that  of  Dean  v» 
Peterson  (11  L.  D.,  102),  involving  land  in  the  same  district,  wherein 
the  Department  held  that  no  rights  could  be  acquired  under  an  affidavit 
of  contest  filed  during  the  pendency  of  proceedings  by  the  government 
against  the  entry.  See  also  Canning  v.  Fail  (10  L.  D.,  657) ;  Drury  v. 
Shetterly  (9  L.  D.,  211)  5  Arthur  B.  Cornish  (Id.,  569). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  and 
is  hereby  affirmed. 


MOTION  FOR  REVIEW— TRANSFEREE. 

Otto  Soldan. 

A  transferee  who  desires  to  be  heard  on  review  mast  set  up  facts  safflcient  to  show 
that  he  is  entitled  to  such  hearing. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommmioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

19,  1890. 

The  attorney  for  D.  Ehomberg  claiming  to  be  the  assignee  of  the 
mortgage  ot  Otto  Soldan  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  departmental 
decision  of  October  23,  1888,  rejecting  Soldan's  commutation-  proof  un- 
der his  homestead  «ntry  for  the  B.  J  of  the  SE.  J  Sec.  21  and  the  W.  J 
of  the  SW.  \  of  Sec.  22,  T.  113  K,  E.  61  W.,  Huron  Soutb  Dakota  land 
district. 

In  support  of  this  motion  for  review  the  following  allegations  are 
made : — 

First:  Said  decision  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  law,  as  construed  by  the  Depart- 
ment In  many  decisions. 

Second :  That  the  rale  of  law  as  established  in  the  decisions  of  the  Honorable  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  was  ignored  and  not  applied  to  the  case  herein.  We  ask  that 
the  case  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  the  established  rule  of  law. 

This  motion  was  not  however  filed  until  February  20,.  1890,  a  year 
and  four  months  after  the  rendition  of  the  decision  complained  of. 

In  support  of  his  right  to  appear  in  the  case  Rhomberg  files  hi&  affi- 
davit dated  February  13,  189fl,  as  follows : — 

I,  D.  Rhomberg  being  duly  sworn  depose  and  say  that  said  Otto  Soldan,  executed 
a  mortgage  to  F.  T.  Wallter,  that  said  mortgage  was  duly  ivssigned  to  affiant ;  that 
this  affiant  has  had  no  notice  of  the  decision  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  from  the  local 
laud  office  at  Huron  S.  D.,  but  only  learned  of  said  decision  indirectly. 

That  affiant  is  informed  and  believes  such  information  to  be  true,  that  the  claimant 
Otto  Soldan  is  dead ;  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  that  reason  to  comply  with  the 
said  decision  requiring  new  proof  to  be  made;  that  affiant  is  now  the  owner  and  as- 
signee of  the  said  mortgage. 

The  facts  presented  by  this  affidavit  are  not  sufficient  to  show  the 
right  of  this  party  to  be  heard.  It  is  not  stated  when  this  mortgage 
was  executed  or  when  the  petitioner  here  became  the  owner  thereof  by 
assignment.    One  or  both  of  these  events  may  have  occurred  after  the 
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time  prescribed  for  the  filing  of  motions  of  this  character  had  expired. 
Again  it  is  not  shown  that  the  petitioner  ever  filed  in  the  local  office  a 
Statement  showing  his  interest  in  the  entry  as  is  required  to  entitle  him 
to  notice  of  any  action  had  in  regard  thereto.  John  J.  Dean  (10  L.  D., 
446).  If  he  purchased  after  the  decision  complained  of  was  rendered  or 
if  he  failed  to  take  such  action  as  was  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  re- 
ceive notice,  he  can  not  be  heard  to  complain  of  not  receiving  notice  of 
that  decision.  He  fails  to  state  when  he  came  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
decision  complained  of  or  that  the  motion  now  presented  was  within  a 
reasonable  time  thereafter. 

On  account  of  the  failure  to  set  up  such  factct  as  show  he  is  entitled 
to  be  now  heard  the  motion  for  review  must  be  and  is  hereby  denied. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  FILING. 

Central  Pacific  E.  E.  Co. 

A  prima  facie  valid  pre  emption  filing  of  record,  at  the  date  whea  the  grant  becomes 
effective,  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Under  the  pre-emption  act  of  March  3,  1843,  a  filing  for  unoffered  land  protected   the 
claim  of  the  settler  until  the  commencement  of  public  sale,  and  this  protection 
was  not  modified  until  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  July  14,  1870,  and  March  3, 
1871. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August  19, 

1890. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Central  Pacific  railroad  company 
from  your  office  decision  of  March  12,  1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  in  rejecting  list  25,  embracing  the  SB.  ^  Sec.  33,  T.  12  N., 
R.  7  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Sacramento,  California. 

The  tract  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  for  said  company  as  shown 
by  the  map  designating  the  ronte  of  the  road,  filed  June  30,  1862,  upon 
which  a  withdrawal  was  ordered  August  2,  1862,  and  as  shown  by  the 
map  of  definite  location  filed  March  26,  1864. 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  in  the  year  1856.  It 
appears  from  the  records  that  on  May  28, 1857,  one  H.  H.  Jones  filed 
declaratory  statement  for  the  tract,  alleging  settlement  on  January  16, 
1854. 

On  September  12,  1885,  the  company  offered  testimony  before  the 
local  officers  to  show  that  Jones  had  never  actually  made  settlement 
ou  the  tract  and  those  officers  decided  that  he  had  never  lived  on  the  land. 
The  pai)ers  were  forwarded,  and  your  office  on  January  23,  1886,  held 
that  Jones'  filing  subsisting  at  the  date  the  company's  rights  attached 
excepted  the  tract  from  the  grant.  Ou  appeal  that  decision  was  affirmed 
by  the  Department  July  17, 1888,  on  the  authority  of  the  case  of  Malone 
r.  Cnion  Pacific  Uailroad  Company  (7  L.  D.,  13).    Ifotice  of  this  decis- 
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ion  was  ^iven  the  company  ou  August  27,  IS87.  It  appears  that  oa- 
August  28,  1888,  one  Frank  C.  Taylor  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
tract  which  on  July  1, 1889,  he  commuted  to  cash  entry.  On  January  14, 
1889,  the  company  presented  said  list  25  to  the  local  officers.  It  em- 
braced only  the  land  in  question,  and  was  rejected  oq  tho  authority  of 
the  decision  of  the  Department,  supra. 

On  this  appeal  the  attorney  for  the  company  states  that  on  March  28, 
1889,  he  discovered  that  this  tract  was  proclairae<l  for  sale  by  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  of  June  30,  1858,  and  urges  that  as  Jones  had  not 
made  proof  and  payment  on  the  date  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  sale^, 
February  14,  1859,  his  filing  was  thereafter  invalid. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  proclamation  included  said  township  12  N., 
of  range  7  E.,  it  also  declared  that — 

No  *  mineral  lands  \  or  tract-6  containing  mineral  deposits  are  to  be  offered  at  the 
public  sales,  sach  mineral  lands  being  hereby  expressly  excepted  and  excluded  &oin 
sale  or  other  disposal,  pursuant  to  the  reqniremeots  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  1853. 

Pursuant  to  this  direction  the  local  officers  withheld  from  offering 
and  sale  all  of  said  section  33,  as  appears  by  their  report  dated  March 
18,  1859.  After  stating  all  the  offerings  and  sales  made  in  said  town- 
ship and  range,  the  report  concludes,  ^^  All  the  balance  of  the  township 
reserved,  mineral  lands.^'*   All  of  section  33  was  so  reserved. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  tract  in  question  remained  in  the  category 
of  unoffered  lands,  and  was  not  proclaimed  for  sale.  The  pre-emption 
act  of  March  3,  1843  (5  Stat.,  62u),  provided  that  the  settler  on  unof- 
fered land  might  make  proof  and  payment  at  any  time  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  public  sale,  which  should  embrace  his  laud.  Until 
such  time  arrived  the  filing  protected  the  claim  of  the  settler.  This  was 
the  status  of  the  law  at  the  time  said  company's  rights  attached,  and  it 
so  continued  until  modified  by  the  act  of  July  14,  1870  (16  Stat.  279), 
which  provided  that — 

All  claimants  of  pre-emption  rip;ht8  shall  hereafter,  when  no  shorter  period  of  time 
is  now  prescribed  by  law,  make  the  proper  proof  and  payment  for  the  lands  claimed, 
within  eighteen  months  after  the  date  prescribed  for  filing  their  declaratory  notices 
shall  have  expired :  Providedf  That  where  said  date  shall  have  elapsed  before  the 
passage  of  this  act,  said  pre-emptors  shall  h»ve  one  year  after  the  passage  hereof  in 
which  to  make  snch  proof  and  payment. 

By  joint  resolution  of  March  3,  1871  (Ibid.  601),  the  time  was  still 
further  extended  twelve  months,  making  in  all  the  thirty  months  now 
incorporated  in  section  22C7  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  filing  in  question  did  not  expire  by  lim- 
itation until  July  14,  1872.  As  it  was  of  record  and  prima  facie  valid 
at  the  date  the  company's  rights  attached  it  served  to  except  the  trace 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  under  the  ruling  announced  in  the 
Malone  case  supra.  See  also  Northern  Pacific  K.  B.  Co.  v.  Stovenour 
(10  L.  D.,  645). 
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Other  questions  are  suggested  by  the  record  in  the  case,  but  this  dis« 
position  renders  it  unnecessary  to  consider  them. 
The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


HOtESTEAD  CONTEST— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS. 

Pool  v.  Moloughney. 

A  settlement  claim  on  land  covered  by  the  entry  of  another  attaches  instantly  on  the 

cancellation  of  such  entry. 
No  rights  are  secured  as  against  the  government  by  settlement  on  land  withdrawn 

from  entry,  but,  as  between  two  claimants  for  such  land  priority  of  settlement 

mav  be  considered. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  Atigust  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Joseph  Pool  v.  Patrick  Moloughney, 
involving  the  S.  J  of  the  SE.  J,  the  NW.  J  of  the  SE.  i,  and  the  NE.  J 
of  the  SW.  J,  of  Sec.  9,  T.  26  8.,  E.  10  E.,  San  Francisco  land  district, 
California. 

Moloughney  made  soldier's  homestead  entry  of  tract  described  on 
May  24,  1886 — the  same  day  upon  which  it  was  restored  to  the  public 
domain  from  a  reservation  theretofore  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  Railroad. 

On  July  23, 1886 — within  two  months  after  the  tract  had  been  restored 
to  the  public  domain — Joseph  Pool  filed  his  homestead  application,  ac- 
companied by  the  proper  affidavits,  alleging  settlement  May  14,  1886. 

The  local  of&ce  issued  notice  to  Moloughney,  summoning  him  to  ap- 
pear, on  October  11th  ensuing,  before  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  in 
which  the  land  was  situated,  and  show  cause  why  his  entry  should  not 
be  canceled,  and  Pool  be  allowed  to  make  entry  of  said  land. 

Testimony  in  the  case  was  taken  at  the  lime  and  place  mentioned  in 
the  notice,  both  parties  appearing  in  person  and  by  counsel.  The  testi- 
mony shows  that  in  1885  Pool's  brother  rented  the  land  from  a  third 
party  who  owned  the  improvements  thereon ;  that  Pool  and  his  brother 
cultivated  crops  thereon  in  partnership ;  that  in  October,  1886,  the 
brother  bought  the  improvements,  and  sold  them  to  Pool  on  May  14, 
1886 ;  that  said  improvements  consisted  of  a  four-room  dwelling-house, 
a  barn,  and  about  sixty-five  acres  under  fence — the  most  of  which  was 
ander  cultivation ;  that  when  Moloughney  made  his  entry.  Pool  had 
twenty-five  acres  of  barley  and  twelve  acres  of  wheat  on  the  land;,  that 
after  the  date  when  Pool  purchased  the  improvements  of  his  brother, 
and  befnre  Moloughney's  entry.  Pool  had  been  much  of  the  time  em- 
ployed on  the  tract,  cutting  hay  and  doing  other  farm  work — although 
he  did  not  establish  actual  residence  thereon  until  June  10, 1886,  for  the 
reason  that  his  brother  could  not  sooner  vacate  the  house,  because  of 
sickness  in  his  family. 
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As  to  Moloughney,  it  appeared  that  he  never  saw  the  tract  untiF 
some  time  in  August,  1886 ;  and  that  he  established  residence  thereoi> 
in  September  of  the  same  year. 

The  notice  of  the  hearing  failed  to  fix  a  time  for  a  final  hearing  before 
the  local  officers ;  but  they  rendered  j udgmen  t  January  21, 1887,  in  favor 
of  Pool.  If  there  were  any  irregularities  in  the  mode  of  procedure,  na 
objection  was  made  thereto  at  the  time. 

Your  office,  on  January  24,  1889,  rendered  a  decision  affirming  the 
judgment  of  the  local  officers. 

From  your  decision  Moloughney  appeals  on  the  following  grounds  : 

(1)  The  decision  is  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  evidence. 

(2)  The  original  notice  addressed  to  Moloughney,  fixed  no  time  for  a  hearing  before 
the  register  and  receiver ;  and  the  informality  or  want  of  snch  notice  was  not  waived 
by  Moloughney. 

(3)  The  soldier's  homestead  entry,  No.  75:$3,  filed  by  Patrick  Moloughney  on  May 
24,  1886,  was  the  only  legal  filing  upon  the  land  in  question,  as  the  land  was  only  re- 
stored to  the  public  domain  on  the  24th  of  May,  1886,  and  prior  to  that  date  could 
not  have  been  located  upon  as  public  land. 

The  appeal  does  not  question  the  finding  of  your  office  as  to  facts. 

The  first  allegation  is  so  general  in  its  nature — failing  to  "clearly  and 
concisely  designate  the  error"  complained  of — that  it  requires  no  notice 
(Rule  88  of  Practice). 

The  second  objection  is  raised  for  the  first  time  od  the  appeal  from 
your  office.  As  Moloughney  appeared  in  obedience  to  the  notice  atth& 
time  and  place  fixed  therein,  without  protest  or  objection,  and  in  his 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office  to  your  office  still  omitted 
to  make  any  protest  or  objection  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  notice,  he 
must  be  hehl  to  have  waived  such  objection,  and  it  is  too  late  to  raise 
it  now.  As  said  in  Gumaer  v.  Oarine  (9  L.  D.,  643),  "  this  is  too  well 
settled  to  require  the  citation  of  authorities." 

The  third  objection,  if  literally  true,  does  not  necessarily  carry  with 
it  a  decision  in  favor  of  Moloughney.  While  it  may  be  conceded  that 
Moloughney's  homestead  was  the  only  legal  "filing"  on  the  land 
(on  May  24,  1886),  it  by  no  means  follows  that  such  filing  constituted 
the  only  legal  claim.  The  Department  has  repeatedly  held  that, 
where  land  had  been  covered  by  a  homestead  or  other  entry  that 
was  afterward  canceled,  settlement  upon  the  tract  prior  to  such  can- 
cellation, especially  if  attended  by  the  possession  and  ownership  of 
valuable  improvements,  whether  made  or  purchased,  was  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  legal  claim,  that  would  attach  to  the  land  the  instant  it 
become  again  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  See  McAvinney  v  Mc- 
Namara  (3  L.  D.,  552) ;  Millis  v.  Burge  (4  L.  D.,  446) ;  Cathran  v.  Davis 
(5  L.  D.,  249) ;  Wiley  v.  Raymond  (6  L.  D.,  246) ;  Kruger??.  Dumbolton 
(7  L.  D.,  212).  The  same  rule  has  been  applied  where  land  has  been 
withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  a  railroad  company.  See  Peterson  v. 
Kitchen  (2,  C.  L.  O.,  181);  Houf  v.  Gilbert  (5  L.  D.,  239). 
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Farthermore,  the  Department  has  repeatedly  held  that  while  do 
party  coald  secure  any  right  as  against  the  United  States,  by  vir- 
tne  of  a  settlement  made  upot  a  tract  withdrawn  from  entry,  still  as 
between  two  claimants  the  question  of  priority  of  settlement  can 
properly  be  considered  in  determining  their  rights  to  the  tract  in  con- 
test. See  Geer  v.  Farrington  (4  L.  D.,  410) ;  Gudmunson  v,  Morgan  (6 
L.  D.,  147) ;  Roth  well  v.  Crockett  (9  L.  D.,  89) ;  Wiley  v.  Raymond  (6 
L.  I).,  246);  Tarrt?.  Burnham  (6  L.  D.,  709). 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— SECOND  CONTEST— NOTICE. 

BuBDicK  V.  Robinson. 

The  right  to  proceed  aoder  a  contest,  held  ia  abeyance  pending  final  action  on  the 
prior  suit  of  another  against  the  same  entry,  matares  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
prior  contest. 

The  failare  of  the  local  office  to  act  on  an  application  to  contest  will  not  defeat  the 
right  of  the  contestant  therennder. 

An  application  to  enter  is  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  timber  culture  contest. 

Qaestions  affecting  the  sufficiency  of  notice  can  only  be  raised  by  the  defendant,  or 
those  claiming  under  him. 

Where  the  Commissioner  directs  the  taking  of  additional  testimony,  his  authority  to 
render  a  decision  on  the  whole  record  as  finally  presented,  is  not  affected  by  the 
action  of  the  local  office  on  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  rehearing. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  21, 1890. 

The  appeal  of  Maggie  J.  Burdick  from  your  office  decision  of  Jan- 
uary 14,  1889,  in  tbe  case  of  Maggie  J.  Burdick  v.  Charles  C.  Robin- 
son, has  been  considered. 

May  28,  1878,  Peter  C.  Johnson  made  timber-culture  entry  No.  912 
for  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  103,  R.  53,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 

Many  contests  were  initiated  and  withdrawn,  or  abandoned,  which 
will  Qot  be  noticed,  here,  because  they  are  not  necessary  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  this  case.  For  my  purpose  the  record 
shows  that  on  January  30,  1883,  Elizabeth  A.  Cooper  filed  affidavit  of 
contest  against  said  entry,  and  on  February  12,  1883,  the  defendant 
Robinson  likewise  left  at  the  local  office  an  affidavit  for  the  purpose  of 
contesting  said  entry,  and  asked  that  said  affidavit  be  filed  and  notice 
issued.,  but  the  filing  was  delayed  until  the  27th  day  of  February,  1883, 
for  the  reasons  hereinafter  set  out. 

February  27,  1883,  Maggie  J.  Burdick  initiated  a  contest  against  said 
entry,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1883,  she  moved  the  register  and 
receiver  to  dismiss  the  Robinson  contest  because  of  her  priority  of 
right  to  contest  the  entry  by  the  filing  of  the  affidavit.  This  motion 
was  sustained  at  the  ex-parte  hearing,  July  25,  1883,  and  her  affidavit 
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(of  contest)  allowed  on  the  same  day,  from  which  decision  Robinson 
appealed  to  the  Oommissiuer  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  only 
question  presented  by  the  record  is,  whether  Robinson  or  Bnrdick  is 
the  prior  bona  fide  contestant,  Robinson  having  procured  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Cooper  contest  prior  to  filin":  his  own,  and  the  abandonment  and 
default  of  the  entryman,  Johnson,  being  conceiied. 

The  evidence  accompanying  the  record  above  noted  shows  that  this 
matter  has  been  twice  considered  by  the  local  officers :  first  in  1883  by 
William  Letcher,  register,  and  Hiram  Barber,  Jr.,  receiver;  second,  in 
1886  by  George  B.  Everitt,  register,  and  T.  F.  Singiser,  receiver.  The 
last  investigation  was  ordered  by  the  Commissioner  on  examination  of 
the  record  presented  by  the  appeal  of  Charles  C.  Robinson  from  the 
decision  of  the  first-named  officers,  dismissing  his  contest  on  motion  of 
Maggie  J.  Burdick.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  register  and  receiver 
for  dismissing  the  Robinson  contest  on  the  motion  of  Bnrdick  are,  that 
there  was  no  sufficient  affidavit  to  authorize  service  by  publication,  and 
that  in  his  application  to  enter,  accompanying  said  affidavit,  he  incor- 
rectly describes  the  land  contested.  The  defect  in  the  affidavit  was  fail- 
ure to  show  diligence  to  secure  personal  service.  The  defect  in  the 
application  to  enter  was  in  describing  the  land  as  in  range  54,  instead 
of  range  53.  The  receiver  also  found  that  Burdick's  contest  was  en- 
titled to  priority.  The  rehearing  was  had  January  4,  1886,  on  which 
the  register  and  receiver  awarded  the  right  of  contest  to  Robinson. 
Burdick  appealed  from  their  decision  to  the  Commissioner,  who  affirmed 
the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  and  Burdick  now  appeals  therefrom  to 
this  Department.  The  evidence  on  rehearing  shows  that  on  the  12th 
of  February,  1883,  Robinson  left  with  the  contest  clerk  of  the  land  office 
at  Mitchell,  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  Johnson's  entry,  and  that 
the  clerk  refused  to  file  it,  because  Elizabeth  H.  Cooper  had  a  contest  on 
file  against  the  same  entry.  He,  however,  retained  the  papers  to  await 
the  Cooper  contest.  On  February  20,  1887,  Robinson  by  the  pifyment 
of  fifty  dollars  to  Cooper  procured  the  withdrawal  of  her  contest,  and 
on  the  same  day  presented  the  same  to  the  clerk  and  asked  that  notice 
be  issued  thereon.  The  clerk,  one  Crennan,  informed  hifn  that  his 
papers  were  lost  and  that  he  would  make  further  search  for  them,  and, 
if  he  could  not  find  them,  he  would  notify  Robinson  and  he  would  be 
allowed  to  file  other  papers ;  that  on  February  26,  18S7,  Tiffany,  attor- 
ney for  Robinson,  presented  to  Crennan  a  new  set  of  papers,  but  Cren- 
nan rejected  them,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  not  searched  sufficiently 
for  the  original  one;  that  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1887,  the  papers 
were  accepted  and  notice  issued  to  Robinson.  This  evidence  is  con- 
tained in  the  affidavit  of  D.  0.  Tiffany,  attorney  for  Robinson,  and  is 
corroborated  by  Robinson.  J.  P.  Crennan,  the  clerk,  also  subscribes  to 
an  affidavit  admitting  the  tender  of  the  Robinson  contest  on  February 
20,  1887. 
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These  affidavits  were  filed  at  the  first  hearing,  July,  1883,  aud  are  in 
the  maiu  corroborated  by  the  testimony  taken  in  January,  1886  The 
prepouderance  of  the  evidence  also  clearly  shows  that  the  Burdick  con- 
test was  oftered  and  accepted  by  the  sa  me  clerk,  Cren nan,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  27,  1883,  a  few  moments  prior  to  the  final  reception  of 
the  duplicate  application  of  Robinson  as  sworn  to  by  Tiffany. 

The  fact  is  undisputed  that  on  the  20th  of  February,  1883,  Robinson 
presented  the  withdrawal  of  the  Oooper  contest  to  the  clerk,  Creunan. 
This  left  the  entry  open  to  his  contest,  in  virtue  of  the  affidavit  which 
he  left  with  the  clerk  on  February  12th  to  be  filed,  but  was  not  then  filed  or 
.^Aiepted  on  account  of  the  pendency  of  the  Cooper  contest.  His  ri^^^hts 
should  be  held  to  have  attached  at  the  date  of  withdrawal  of  Cooper's  con- 
test. It  is  undisputed  that  he  then  asked  to  have  his  con  test  accepted  ;  tbis 
was  not  done,  because  the  clerk  had  lost  or  mislaid  the  papers.  Tbis  was 
not  the  fault  of  Robinson,  and  it  would  not  be  right  to  make  him  suffer 
for  the  laches  of  an  officer.  His  application,  therefore,  to  contest, 
proffered  on  February  20,  1833,  must  be  regarded,  so  far  as  his  rights 
are  concerned,  as  if  it  had  been  accepted  and  made  of  record.  (Dunn 
r.  Shepherd,  10  L.  D.,  139 ;  Baird  t\  Chapman's  Heirs  et  ai.,  10  L.  D., 
210 ;  Hawkins  et  al.  v»  Lamm,  9  L.  D.,  18).  This  saves  all  inquiry  as 
to  his  application  of  the  26th  February  following,  or  as  to  who  first 
secured  the  ear  and  favor  of  the  clerk  on  the  morning  of  the  27tb,  aud 
as  Bardick's  affidavit  of  contest  was  not  filed  until  the  27th,  Robinson 
was  prior  in  point  of  time.  But  it  is  insisted  by  counsel  for  appellant 
that,  granting  that  the  Robinson  contest  was  prior  to  Burdick's  still  it 
should  have  been  dismissed  at  the  hearing,  because,  first,  the  applica- 
tion accompanying  it  described  the  land  as  in  range  5i,  while  the  entry 
contested  was  in  range  53,  and,  second,  because  the  officers  obtained  no 
Jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  claimant,  Jobnson,  by  reason  of  the  affida- 
vit being  insufficient  to  autborize  notice  by  publication. 

Section  2  of  the  act  of  May  U,  1880  (21  Stat,  140),  provides  that  a 
successful  contestant  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  after  notice  of  can- 
celation in  which  to  "  enter  said  lands." 

This  act,  unaided  by  any  regulation  of  the  Department,  does  away 
with  the  necessity  of  accompanying  the  contest  with  an  application  to 
enter,  as  by  the  terms  of  the  law  thirty  days  after  cancellation  are  al- 
lowed in  which  to  make  such  application,  and,  although  the  circular  of 
th«  Department  construing  this  section  was  not  promulgated  until  18S7 
(6  L.  D.,  284),  the  law  has  been  in  force  since  its  passage  in  1880,  and 
the  rule  in  Bundy  v.  Livingston  (1  L.  D.,  152),  was  eliminated  by  the 
act  itself,  and  the  circular  of  1887  was  simply  declaratory  thereof. 

Robinson's  contest  having  been  initiated  since  the  act  of  1880  referred 
to,  no  application  to  enter  wivs  required  to  be  filed  with  his  affidavit  of 
contest.  It  follows  then  that  a  defective  application  to  enter  will  not 
defeat  the  right  of  contest,  for  the  law  allows  a  successful  contestant 
thirty  days  after  cancellation  of  the  entry  in  wbich  to  file  a  proper  ap- 
plication to  enter. 
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The  second  point,  namely :  insafficient  affidavit  to  authorize  notice- 
by  publication,  can  only  be  invoked  by  the  entryman,  or  those  claiming 
under  him.  The  service  of  notice  on  the  defendant  was  a  condition 
subsequent  to  the  filing  of  a  contest,  and  default  therein  can  not  affect 
the  priority  of  the  filing.  If  the  notice  to  the  claimant  was  insufficient, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  register  and  receiver  to  cause  a  proper  notice  to 
be  issued,  and  if  this  was  not  done,  then  the  judgment  of  cancellation 
is  irregular,  and  this  fact  may  be  shown  by  the  entryman  or  waived  by 
him,  and  can  not  affect  the  priorities  of  opposing  contestants.  (Hop- 
kins V,  Daniels  et  a{.,4L.  D.,  126). 

The  objection  that  there  is  no  jurat  to  the  affidavit  of  Robinson,  filed 
as  ex-parte  testimony  in  support  of  his  contest,  can  have  no  bearing  on 
the  question  of  priority.  This  is  a  matter  affecting  only  the  rights  of 
the  entryman,  and  his  default  in  cultivation,  etc.,  abundantly  appears 
from  the  testimony. 

The  only  other  objection  of  counsel  for  appellant,  not  of  a  general  nat- 
ure, is  that  "  no  decision  has  ever  been  rendered  on  the  appeal  of  Rob- 
inson from  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  dismissing  his 
contest." 

While  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  register  and  receiver  di- 
recting further  testimony  to  be  taken  is  not  among  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  appeal,  it  sufficiently  appears  from  the  record  that  such 
other  testimony  was  ordered  to  aid  the  Commissioner  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  appeal  of  Robinson,  and  while  the  local  officers  might  have 
reported  the  testimony  so  taken  without  appending  thereto  their  con- 
clusions in  the  form  of  a  decision,  such  action  on  their  part  does  not 
preclude  the  Commissioner  from  rendering  his  decision  on  the  whole 
record  as  presented. 

I  find  nothing  in  the  record  impeaching  the  bona  fides  of  Robinson,, 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  inquire  into  that  of  Burdick. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


XOTICE— ATTORNEY— PREFEUENCE  RIGHT  OF  ENTRY. 

KiNSiNGBR  V.  Peck. 

Notice  of  the  cancellation  of  an  eutrj'  given  the  attorney  of  the  saccessfal  contestant 
is  notice  to  said  contestant,  and  his  failare  to  assert  the  preference  ri^ht  of 
entry,  within  thirty  days  after  snch  notice,  defeats  the  exercise  of  such  right 
thereafter. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office.  August  22,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Christian  M.  Kinsinger  v.  Charles  H. 
Peck  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  April  20, 1890, 
rejecting  his  application  to  make  timber  culture  entry  of  the  SW.  J 
NE.  J,  SE.  4  NW.  4,  NE.  J  SW.  i  and  NW.  i  SE.  J,  Sec.  1,  T.  6  K,  R. 
33  W.,  6th  P.  M.  McCook,  Nebraska. 
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It  appears  that  Kinsinger  broaght  coDtest  agaiust  the  timber  caltare 
entry  of  one  Tacke  covering  said  tract  and  procured  the  cancellation  of 
the  same.  !N^otice  of  the  cancellation  was  given  his  attorney  on  Decem- 
ber 20,  1887. 

On  January  3i>,  188S,  Peck  made  timber  calture  entry  for  the  tract. 
On  March  2, 1888,  Kinsinger  applied  to  enter  the  land  under  the  timber 
culture  law,  but  his  application  was  rejected  on  account  of  Peck's  prior 
entry.  Kinsinger  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  the  preference  right  of  entry  ^ 
and  your  office  ordered  a  hearing  in  the  premises.  It  appeared  from  the 
testimony  that  Kinsinger's  attorney  in  the  Tacke  case  made  a  charge  of 
$10  for  his  services  therein.  This  Kinsinger  refused  to  pay,  claiming 
that  the  amount  was  unreasonably  large.  As  the  attorney  had  not 
received  his  fee  when  he  was  notified  of  the  cancellation  of  the  entry^ 
he  failed  and  refused  to  send  notice  to  Kinsinger.  He  claims  that  hi» 
connection  with  the  case  was  terminated  by  Kinsiuger's  refusal,  prior 
thereto,  to  pay  the  fee. 

Whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  that  controversy,  it  is  clear  that 
notice  was  properly  sent  to  the  attorney  of  record.  Service  upon  the 
attorney  is  service  upon  the  client.  Under  the  law  Kinsinger  was  obliged 
to  make  entry  within  thirty  days  from  such  service,  in  order  to  secure  his- 
preference  right.  The  officers  of  the  government  having  done  their 
full  duty  are  in  no  manner  responsible  for  Kinsinger's  default,  an«l  the 
interests  of  the  present  entryman  can  not  be  prejudiced  by  any  misun- 
derstanding that  may  exist  between  Kinsinger  and  his  attorney. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


PEraANO  ET  AL.  V.  PENDOLAi 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  May  3, 1890, 10' 
L.  D.,  536,  dismissed  by  Secretary  Noble,  August  22, 1890. 


PRIVATE  CLAIM— WESTERN  BOUNDARY  OF  TEXAS. 

Sangbb  de  Ohristo  Grant. 

At  the  date  of  the  confirmatory  act  the  land  embraced  within  this  claim  belonged, 
to  the  United  States,  if  not  to  the  grantees,  and  it  was  therefore  competent  for 
Congress  to  confirm  rhe  title  thereto  in  the  granteoH,  either  by  confirming  the 
grant  made  by  the  Mexican  government,  or  by  a  grant  de  novo. 

The  doty  of  the  Commissioner  to  direct  the  survey  of  private  grants,  made  by  compe- 
tent authority,  and  to  issue  patent  thereon,  is  not  limited  to  grants  covered  by 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

Suit  to  vacate  the  patent  issued  under  this  grant  not  advised. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  August 

22,  1890. 

On  May  9,  1890,  Mr.  O.  P.  McMaius  presented  to  this  Department  a 
communication,  in  relation  to  the  Sangre  de  Ohristo  grant,  which  was 
referred  to  you,  and  your  report,  of  July  22,  1890,  upon  the  subject, 
matter  thereof,  is  now  before  me. 
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Olaiiuing  to  represent  certain  ''  homestead  and  pre-emption  settlers  " 
"Within  the  limits  of  the  said  grant,  Mr.  McMains  urges  that  this  De- 
partment recommend  to  tbe  Attorney  General  that  he  institute  suit  to 
Tacate  the  patent  heretofore  issued  to  the  confirmee  of  said  grant,  '^  be- 
-cause  the  survey  as  set  forth  in  said  alleged  patent  is  without  authority 
of  law." 

Tbe  grounds  upon  which  this  application  is  made  as  set  forth  in  the 
communication  are  to  the  effect,  that  the  land  embraced  within  said 
grant,  being  situated  east  of  the  Bio  Grande  River,  was,  in  1843,  the 
dat«  of  the  grant  thereof  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  within  the  limits 
of  the  then  Eepublic  of  Tezas,  whose  independence,  with  the  Bio  Grande 
river  to  its  source  as  its  western  boundary,  was  acknowledged  by 
Mexico  in  1836.  Thereupon,  it  is  urged  tbe  Mexican  authorities  had 
no  right  to  make  an  extraterritorial  grant,  and  such  grant  is  not  pro- 
tected by  the  law  of  nations,  nor  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
whereby  the  rights  of  private  property  within  tbe  territory  ceded  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States  are  secured  and  guaranteed. 

The  grant  in  question  was  made  in  1843  by  Don  Manuel  Armijo,  polit- 
ical governor  and  military  commander  of  the  department  of  New  Mex- 
ico. It  was  examined  and  reported  upon  favorably,  under  section  8  of 
the  act  of  July  22,  1854  ( 1 0  Stat..  308),  by  the  surveyor  general  of  New 
Mexico,  which  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  the  grant  was 
<50ufirmed  by  that  body,  as  claim  No.  4,  on  June  21,  1860  (12  Stat.,  71). 

The  validity  of  this  confirmation,  its  effect  and  the  extent  thereof 
-came  before  the  supreme  court  in  thecaseof  Tameliug  v.  United  States 
Freehold,  etc.,  Company  (93  U.  S.,  644).    On  page  663,  tbe  court  say: 

the  HiirYeyor-general  reaches  the  conclusion  that  the  grant  is  a  good  and  valid  one, 
and  that  a  legal  title  vests  in  Charles  Beaubien  to  the  land  embraced  within  the 
limits  contained  in  the  petition.  The  grant  was  approved  and  recommended  for 
confirmation  by  Congress.  Congre^^s  acted  upon  the  claim  '  as  recomnjended  for  con- 
firmation by  the  surveyor-general.*  The  confirmation  being  absolnte  and  uncondi- 
tional, without  any  limitation  as  to  quantity,  we  must  regard  it  as  efiectual  and 

operative  for  tbe  entire  tract In  Ryan  et  al  v.  Carter  et  aL^  aupra,  "p, 

78,  we  recognized  and  enforced  as  the  settled  doctrine  of  this  court,  that  such  an  act 
passes  the  title  of  the  United  States  as  effectually  as  if  it  contained  in  terms  a  grant 
-de  novOf  and  that  a  grant  may  be  made  by  a  law  as  well  as  by  a  patent  pursuant  to 
law. 

On  page  82  of  tbe  opinion,  in  tbe  Ryan  case  referred  to,  speaking  of 
tbe  act  of  Congress  of  L812,  con&rming  certain  land  claims  in  Missouri, 
the  court  say : — 

It  (the  act;  does  not  require  the  production  of  proofs  before  any  commission  or  other 
tribunal  established  for  that  special  purpose,  but  confirms,  propria  vigore,  the  rights, 
tides,  and  claims  to  the  lands  embraced  by  it,  and  operates  as  a  grant  to  all  intents 
■and  purposes.  Repeated  decisions  of  this  court  have  declared  that  such  a  statute 
passes  the  title  of  the  United  States  tu  effectually  as  if  it  contained  in  terms  a  grant 
de  noro,  and  that  a  grant  may  be  made  by  law,  as  well  as  by  a  patent  pursuant  to  law. 

In  view  of  these  decisions  it  is  not  necessary  to  express  a  definite 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Sangre  de  Ohristo  Rancho  was  within 
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the  borders  of  Texas  at  the  date  of  its  graut  by  the  Mexican  aathori- 
ties.  That  Texas  claimed  the  Kio  Grande  river,  to  its  source,  as  its 
western  boundary,  and  that,  to  some  extent,  the  claim  was  recognized 
hy  the  Afcxican  authorities  is  apparent  from  the  treaty  of  May  1836^ 
whereby  Santa  Anna,  the  President  of  Mexico,  recognized  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  After  Texas  was  admitted  to  the 
IJoion,  she  seems  to  have  re-asserted  her  claim  to  the  Bio  G-rande,  as 
her  western  boundary,  to  its  source.  Whilst  this  claim  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  entirely  acquiesced  in,  the  United  States,  in  1850,  pur- 
chased and  Texas  ceded  any  claim  she  might  have  to  territory  north  of 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  north  latitude,  west  of  the  ooe  hundred  and 
third  meridian  west  from  Greenwich.  For  this  cession  the  United 
States  paid  $10,000,000.  and  the  much  larger  portion  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory was  made  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  as  then  organized. 
See  act  of  September  9, 1850  (9  Stat.,  446). 

It  thus  results  that,  whether  the  lands  embraced  within  the  lines  of 
the  Sangre  de  Ohristo  grant  were,  at  the  date  thereof,  within  the  de- 
partment of  New  Mexico,  where  the  Mexican  governor  had  authority 
to  make  such  a  grant,  or  within  the  Republic  of  Texas  which  was  not 
subject  to  his  jurisdiction,  it  is  clear  that  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  June  21,  1^60,  supra,  confirming  said  grant  as  claim  No.  4^ 
the  land  in  question  belonged  to  the  United  States,  if  not  to  the 
grantees ;  and  it  was  entirely  competent  for  Congress  to  grant  or  con- 
firm it  to  Beaubien  ;  such  grant  or  confirmation  operating,  as  was  in- 
tended, to  secure  to  the  confirmee  all  the  estate  of  the  United  States  in 
the  premises,  whether  by  confirming  the  grant  made  by  the  former  gov- 
ernment, or  by  making  a  grant  de  novo  where  none  existed  before. 

The  grant  having  thus  been  made  by  competent  authority,  it  became 
thedutv  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  cause  a  sur- 
vey  to  be  made  and  patent  to  iSsSue  thereon  ;  his  supervision  and  duty  in 
this  respect,  as  to  ]>rivate  grants,  not  being  limited,  as  intimated,  to 
grants  covered  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo. 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  matters  now  urged  were  considered  by 
Congress,  before  making  the  grant  referred  to.  The  question  of  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas  was  exhaustively  debated  by  the  eminent 
statesmen  of  that  day,  before  the  compromise  of  1850  was  made,  whereby 
Texas  release>d  her  claim  to  the  territory  in  question ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  a  matter  which  had  theretofore  been  so  fully  dis- 
cussed would  be  ignored  when  the  propriety  of  confirming  the  grant 
was  before  Congress,  or  its  committees. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  subject  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for  inter- 
posing, and  therefore  decline  to  recommend  that  suit  be  brought  to 
cancel  the  patent,  as  requested. 

Herewith  is  sent  to  you  the  communication  of  Mr.  McMains,  for 
record,  and  you  will  advise  him  of  the  conclusion  herein  arrived  at. 


206      DECISIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
DESERT  LAND  ENTRY— CHARACTER  OF  LAND. 

Sims  v.  Phalen. 

Laud  bordering  on  a  stream  of  water,  and  that  produces  a  natural  growth  of  grass  in 

payiufi:  quantities,  is  not  subject  to  desert  entry. 
The  fact  that  the  eutry  embraces  land  not  subject  thereto  does  not  necessarily  make 

the  entire  entry  fraudulent. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  25,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  respective  appeals  of  John  Phalen  and  John 
Sims,  Jr.,  from  yoar  decision  of  Janaary  21,  1889,  Phalan  appeals  from 
yonr  order  holding  for  cancellation  the  N.  ^  of  SB.  i  of  his  entry,  and 
Sims  appeals  from  so  mach  of  yonr  jadgment  as  allows  the  S.  i  of  the 
NE.  i  thereof  to  stand. 

The  record  shows  that  Phalen  made  desert  land  entry  No.  1844,  on 
June  11, 1886,  for  the  N.  i  of  SB.  J  and  the  S.  i  of  NB.  i  of  Sec.  12,  T. 
6  N.,  E.  7  B.,  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 

On  October  18,  1886,  Sims  filed  a  complaint  alleging  that  the  entry  of 
Phalen  was  frandalent.  for  the  reason  that  the  laud  embraced  therein 
was  not  desert  land,  especially  the  N.  ^  of  the  SB.  |.  Thereapon,  a 
hearing  was  ordered  and  set  for  December  1,  1886.  Both  parties  ap- 
peared and  submitted  their  testimony,  and  while  it  is  conflicting,  yet  I 
think  it  is  clear  that  a  portion  of  the  N.  ^  of  SB.  -^  is  a  <^  bog,"  that  a 
stream  of  water,  fed  by  springs  passes  through  the  tract,  and  that  a  bet- 
ter crop  would  be  produced  if  the  land  was  drained  than  if  irrigated, 
that  for  several  years  a  crop  of  hay  has  been  cut  on  said  land.  The  ev- 
idence is.  However,  irreconcilable  as  to  theamountof  hay  cut,  the  value 
of  the  crop,  and  as  to  the  number  of  acres  of  '*  boggy  "  land.  The  con- 
testant and  his  witnesses  assert  that  there  is  from  forty  to  fifty  acres 
of  this  character  of  laud,  while  the  witnesses  for  the  claimant  place  the 
amount  at  from  eight  to  fifteen  acres. 

The  fact  that  parties  were  anxious  year  after  year  to  secure  the  crop 
is  evidence  that  the  same  was  considered  remunerative. 

Under  the  established  ruliug  of  the  Department,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  N.  J  of  SB.  ^  is  not  desert  land,  and  that  the  entry  for  said 
eighty  acres  must  be  canceled.    Keys  v,  Eumsey  (10  L.  D.,  558). 

As  for  the  S.  i  of  NE.  J,  I  do  not  think  the  charge  that  the  entry 
thereof  is  fraudulent  should  be  entertained.  There  is  no  evidence 
whatever  to  show  that  it  is  not  desert  laud,  and  the  fact  that  the  entry- 
man  included  in  his  entry  laud  that  was  not  subject  thereto,  does  not 
necessarily  make  the  entire  entry  fraudulent.  The  presumption  is  that 
he  acted  in  good  faith  and  1  do  not  find  sufficient  evidence  either  direct 
or  circumstantial  to  justify  me  in  concluding  that  bad  faith  actuated 
the  claimant  in  making  this  entry  as  to  the  last  named  tract. 

Your  decision  is  therefore,  affirmed. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  207 

HOMESTEAD  ENTRY-RESIDENCE— HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

John  O.  and  Minerva  C.  Gakner. 

A  husband  and  wife,  while  living  together  in  such  relation,  cannot  maintain  separate 
residence  at  the  same  time,  in  a  house  bnilt  across  the  line  between  two  settle- 
ment claims,  so  that  each  can  secure  a  claim  by  virtue  of  such  residence. 

In  snch  a  case,  where  residence  has  been  thus  maintained,  the  claimants  may  elect 
which  tract  thev  will  retain. 

The  case  of  Maria  Good,  5  L.  D.,  196,  cited  and  distinguished. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Omieral 

Land  Office^  August  25,  1890. 

On  July  5, 1886,  John  Q.  Garner  made  homestead  entry  for  N.  J  SE.  J 
and  SE.  j-  NE.  i  Sec.  7,  and  on  the  same  day  Minerva  C.  Martin  made 
homestead  entry  for  W.  i  SE.  i  Sec.  6,  and  W.  i  NE.  i  Sec.  7,  all  in 
T.  20  S.,  R.  26  W.,  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas.    The  claims  are  adjoining. 

On  Angnst  29, 1886,  the  claimants  were  married,  and  on  June  16,  1888 
made  commutation  proof.  It  showed  that  they  took  up  their  residence 
in  a  house  built  across  the  line  dividing  the  claims,  on  November  22, 
1886,  and  so  continued  to  reside  until  date  of  proof.  At  that  time  they 
had  one  child. 

The  local  officers  rejected  both  proofs.  Your  office  on  February  5, 
1889,  held  that  '^married  residence  cannot  be  maintained  on  separd^te 
tracts,''  and  directed  that  claimants  be  required  <^  to  elect  which  one  of 
said  entries  they  will  retain,  after  which  election,  the  other  will  be  can- 
celed," 

Claimants  appealed,  urging  that  their  acts  in  the  premises  have  been 
entirely  lawful.  This  contention  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  decisions 
of  this  Department:  "A  husband  and  wife  while  living  together  in  such 
relation  cannot  maintain  separate  residence  at  the  same  time,  in  a  house 
built  across  the  line  between  two  settlement  claims,  so  that  each  can 
secure  a  claim  by  virtue  of  such  residence."  Thomas  E.  Henderson,  10 
L.  D.,  2665  L.  A.  Tavener,  9  L.  D.,  426. 

Inasmuch  as  these  parties  have  maintained  residence  in  a  house  built  ^ 
across  the  line  dividing  the  claims,  I  find  nothing  inconsistent  in  their 
claiming  residence  on  either  one  of  the  tracts. 

They  urge  that  they  have  been  misled  in  the  premises  by  certain  let- 
ters from  your  office.  I  find  from  the  records  thereof  that  Jolin  0.  Gar- 
ner, by  letter  of  October  30,  1886,  inquired  of  your  office  in  substance 
whether  a  woman  who  makes  a  homestead  entry  forfeits  her  right  by 
marrying  thereafter,  and  that  you  responded  that  she  did  not,  provided 
she  continued  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  the  land  for  the  prescribed 
period.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  letter  was  written  after  both  entries 
had  been  made.  Furthermore,  an  examination  of  the  letter  discloses 
that  while  Grarner  stated  he  had  married  Miss  Martin,  who  had  made  a 
homestead  entry,  he  did  not  state  that  he  had  made  such  an  entry.   The 
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issue  here  presented  therefore  was  not  submitted  to  your  o^ce  at  all.. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  case  of  Maria  Good  (5  L.  D.,  196),  it  was  held  that 
the  right  acquired  by  the  original  homestead  entry  of  a  single  womaD 
is  not  affected  by  her  marriage  prior  to  final  proof,  but  in  that  case  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  husband  and  wife  claime  1  separate  homestead 
residences  while  living  as  one  family.  Herein  lies  the  essential  differ- 
ence between  the  cases. 
Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PREFERENCE  RIGHT  OF  ENTRY— ADVERSE  CLAIM-FILING. 

Dallas  v.  Lyttle. 

The  failure  of  a  siiccessfal  contestant  to  exercise  the  preference  right  of  entry  within- 
the  period  accorded,  defeatH  his  subsequent  right  of  eni.ry  in  the  presence  of  a 
valid  intervening  adverse  claim;  and  this  is  true  though  such  contestant  may 
have  believed  that  his  entry  was  in  fact  of  record,  and,  acting  upon  such  belief, 
proceeded  thereafter  to  cultivate  the  land  as  required  by  the  timber  culture  law. 

A  pre-emption  tiling,  defective  for  want  of  previous  settlement,  is  made  good  by  snb- 
sequent  settlement,  in  the  absence  of  any  intervening  adverse  claim. 

First  Ansistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Comminsioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  Angus    25,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Green  W,  Dalhis  v.  Rachel  Lyttle,  on 
appeal  of  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  March  11, 1889,  in  which 
it  appears  from  the  record  tliat  June  35,  1884,  Kachel  Lyttle  filed  her 
declaratory  statement  No.  25Jo,  for  lots  3  and  4,  and  S.  h  of  N W.  |  Sec. 
3,  T  30  N.,  K.  2  E.,  B.  M.,  Lewiston,  Idaho.  October  9,"  1886,  she  gave 
due  notice  that  she  would  make  her  final  proof  on  November  22, 1886. 

On  November  8, 1886  [4],  Dallas  made  timber  culture  entry  No.  693 
of  the  same  land,  and  on  November  22,  1886,  the  day  fixed  for  hearing 
the  final  proof  of  Lyttle,  he  tiled  objections,  verified  by  his  affidavit, 
against  the  allowance  of  the  proof,  alleging  that  he  had  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  same  tract  some  years  prior  thereto,  the  date  of 
which  he  did  not  know,  that  defendant's  settlement  was  made  long 
after  her  filing,  and  that  she  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  pre-emption  law,  and  asked  that  testimony  might  be  taken  on  his 
said  affidavit  at  Mount  Idaho,  it  being  more  convenient  for  the  wit- 
nesses. 

The  register  and  receiver  took  the  final  proof  of  the  defendant,  and 
then  ordered  that  further  testimony,  as  requested  by  Dallas,  should  be 
taken  at  Mount  Idaho,  before  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  United  States 
district  court,  on  January  20,  1887,  which  was  done,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence taken,  the  local  officers  on  February  24,  1887,  recommended  that 
her  final  proof  be  allowed,  and  that  Dallas'  timber  culture  entry  be  can- 
celed. From  this  action  he  appealed  to  your  office,  where,  reviewing 
the  evidence  you  approved  the  finding  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and 
he  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 
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He  bases  bis  claim  to  the  laud  on  the  following  facts : 
Some  time  prior  to  June  29,  1880,  Cornelius  J.  Curtain  made  timber 
culture  eutry  for  the  same  tract,  and  on  said  last  date  Dallas  filed  his 
affidavit  of  contest  (unaccompanied  by  any  application  to  enter), 
against  the  entry  of  Curtain.  The  contest  was  successful,  and  on  May 
10, 1881,  as  appears  from  the  register's  letter  book,  he  was  notified  of 
the  cancellatiou  of  Curtain's  entry,  and  allowed  sixty  days  to  make 
entry  of  the  land. 

It  appears  that  he  mistook  this  notice  for  a  receiver's  duplicate  re- 
ceipt, and  believing  that  his  entry  had  been  allowed,  he  failed  to  exer- 
cise his  right  to  enter  within  the  prescribed  time.  Under  the  belief 
that  he  had  complied  with  the  law  and  that  his  entry  was  of  record,  in 
1882,  he  plowed  and  planted  to  tree  seeds  five  acres  of  the  land,  and 
thereafter  to  some  extent  cultivated  and  replanted  the  same  up  to  the 
date  of  defendant's  settlement  and  filing  in  1884.    Some  time  during 

1884,  and  a  short  time  previous  to  his  entry  he,  for  the  first  time,  dis- 
covered that  there  was  no  record  of  his  ever  having  exercised  his  prefer- 
ence right,  or  that  he  had  at  any  time  entered  or  applied  to  enter  the 
land.  In  his  testimony  he  states  that,  on  the  day  his  contest  against 
the  entry  of  Curtain  was  heard  and  sustained,  he  applied  to  enter  the 
land,  and  left  the  necessary  fees  and  commissions  with  the  officers  for 
that  purpose,  and  that  when  he  received  the  notice  above  referred  to 
he  did  not  examine  it,  but  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  the  receiver's 
receipt  as  aforesaid,  and  left  it  with  a  neighbor  to  keep  for  him,  but  it 
was  burned  when  his  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  June,  1884.  His 
neighbor  (Bartley),  who  was  the  custodian  of  this  paper,  says  that  when 
looking  for  his  own  timber  culture  receipt  one  day,  he  "got  hold  of" 
l)all^'  paper  and  read  it  down  to  where  his  name  occurred,  and  so  far 
he  "  didn't  see  any  difierence  in  his  and  mine."  This  is  all  the  evidence 
offered,  going  to  show  that  Dallas  ever  applied  to  enter  the  tract  prior 
to  November  8,  1884,  and  the  evidence  of  these  two  witnesses  is  mate- 
rially weakened  on  cross-examination. 

The  evidence  tends  almost  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  Dallas 
inadvertently  failed  to  exercise  his  right  of  preference,  and  that  his 
first  entry  or  application  to  enter  was  that  of  November  8,  1884,  sub- 
86qaent  to  the  filing  of  Lyttle. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  as  to  the  good  faith  of  Mrs.  Lyttle  in  her 
residence  upon  and  cultivation  of  the  tract.  It  shows  that  she  has 
boilt  a  house,  with  a  kitchen  attachment,  which,  though  not  expensive, 
is  comfort  able  and  suitably  furnished  ;  that  she  has  fenced  and  culti- 
vated to  crop  three  acres,  planted  a  garden,  and  dug  a  well ;  that  she 
is  a  widow  with  two  children,  and  she  has  constantly  resided  on  the 
tract  ever  since  her  settlement,  except  when  absent  nursing  to  8U])port 
herself  and  children,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  montlis  in 
the  winter  of  1884-5,  before  her  house  was  quite  flnislied ;  that,  in  March, 

1885,  she,  with  the  money  she  had  earned  through  the  winter  by  nurs- 
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ing,  finished  her  house;  that  all  her  absences  have  been  of  short  daratiou 
aud  caused  by  her  occupation  as  nurse.  This  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  her  neighbors. 

It  is  true,  her  settlemeut  on  the  land  did  not  actually  occur  until 
July  3,  1884,  eight  days  subsequent  to  her  filing,  but  as  no  adverse 
claim  intervened  between  the  filing  and  settlement,  the  default  in  the 
latter  was  cured.  (Gray  v.  Nye,  6  L.  D.,  232).  While  this  conclusion 
may  work  a  hardship  to  Mr.  Dallas  on  account  of  his  sleeping  upon  his 
supposed  entry,  and  on  account  of  the  loss  of  his  labor  and  improve- 
ments as  a  result  thereof,  yet,  all  this  is  brought  upon  him  by  his  in- 
attention to  the  contents  of  his  notice.  Mrs.  Lyttle  having  made  entry 
of  the  tract  when  it  was  subject  to  appropriation  and  free  from  adverse 
claim,  she  cannot  be  sacrificed  to  avoid  a  disaster  to  Dallas  which 
might  with  ordinary  prudence  and  care,  have  been  avoided. 

The  decision  of  your  office,  dismissing  his  contest  and  cancelling  his 
timber-culture  entry,  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


CONTEST— RELINQTTISHMENT— PREFERENCE  RIGHT. 

Osborne  v.  Crow. 

ATelinquishment  tiled  during  the  pendency  of  a  contest  is  presumed  to  be  the  result 
of  the  contest,  but  such  presumption  is  not  conclusive,  aud  on  proof  that  the 
relinquishment  is  not  the  result  of  the  contest,  tbe  ri^ht  of  the  contestant  must 
depend  upon  his  ability  to  sustain  the  charge  against  the  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenei'al 

Land  Office^  August  25,  1890. 

On  February  2,  1887,  Clarence  H.  Osborne  filed  a  contest  against  the 
timber-culture  entry  of  Francis  M.  Crow,  for  the  NB.  \  Sec.  13,  T.  3  N., 
K.  39  W.,  McCook,  Nebraska,  alleging  that  the  claimant  failed  to 
break  or  plow  five  acres  on  said  tract  at  any  time  prior  to  that  date. 

From  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  ordered  upon  this  contest, 
the  local  officers  found  that  in  view  of  the  good  faith  of  the  entrymau, 
the  contest  should  be  dismissed.  This  decision  was  affirmed  by  your 
office  on  December  21,  1888. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  eutryman  paid  for  breaking 
five  acres  of  land,  but  upon  actual  measurement  it  was  found  to  con- 
tain a  little  more  than  four  acres,  but  in  view  of  his  good  faith,  and 
there  being  reasons  for  believing  that  the  contest  was  speculative  be- 
cause the  contestant  had  offered  to  discontinue  the  case  on  payment  of 
850,  you  sustained  the  eutrj'  and  dismissed  the  contest. 

On  January  15, 1889,  the  local  officers  referring  to  said  decision,  in- 
formed your  office  that  the  eutryman  filed  a  relinquishment  of  his  entry 
October  21,  1888,  prior  to  said  decision,  and  Susan  Sage  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  tract;  that  Osborne  was,  on  October  27,  1888, 
notified  of  the  filing  of  said  relinquishment  and  of  his  preference  right 
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of  entry ;  that  although  the  decisiou  of  the  local  office  was  against  him 
his  appeal  therefrom  preserved  his  right  and  the  relinquishment  closed 
the  case  in  his  favor.  On  November  9,  1888,  Osborne  tiled  declaratory 
statement  for  said  tract.  They  also  reported  that  no  notice  of  the 
decision  of  December  21, 1888,  had  been  given  to  Osborne. 

On  February  8, 1889,  your  office  held  that  as  the  case  was  tried  upon 
its  merits  and  the  contest  dismissed,  the  relinquishment  could  not  be 
the  result  of  said  contest,  and  the  contestant  had  therefore  no  pref- 
erence right  of  entry ;  that  he  must  depend  upon  his  case  and  if  no 
appeal  was  taken  from  it,  the  judgment  would  become  nnal  and  the 
entry  of  Sage  would  be  allowed  to  stand.  The  local  officers  were  then 
directed  to  notify  Osborne  of  the  decision  dismissing  his  contest  and  of 
bis  right  of  appeal  therefrom. 

Notice  was  given  to  Osborne  accordingly  and  on  May  7, 1889,  the 
local  officers  transmitted  his  appeal  from  the  decisiou  of  the  Oommis- 
sioner  of  February  8, 1889,  alleging  substantially  that  the  Commissioner 
erred  in  holding  that  he  was  not  a  successful  contestant,  and  that  the 
relinquishment  was  not  presumed  to  be  the  result  of  his  contest;  that 
he  erret I  in  deciding  the  case  upon  the  testimony  without  reference  to 
the  filing  of  the  relinquishment,  and  in  holding  thecontestaut«  in  order 
to  secure  the  preference  right  must  prosecute  his  case  successfully  to  a 
close  on  the  testimony  presented. 

No  appeal  was  filed  from  the  decision  of  your  office  holding  that  the 
contestant  had  not  sustained  his  charges,  and  that  the  contest  should 
be  dismissed,  and  his  failure  to  appeal  therefrom  may  be  taken  as  an 
admission  of  the  correctness  of  said  ruling. 

It  is  true  that  at  the  date  of  the  decision  of  your  office,  the  entry 
had  been  relinquished,  but  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  being  ad- 
verse to  the  contestant  it  was  necessary  to  render  a  decisiou  to  deter- 
miue  the  rights  of  the  contestant.  The  affirmance  of  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers  was  in  effect  a  ruling  that  the  relinquishment  did  not 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  contestant,  and  that  he  had  no  preference 
right  by  virtue  of  his  contest.  The  effect  of  this  decision  could  only 
have  been  avoided  by  securing  its  reversal  upon  appeal  to  the  Secre- 
tary. 

The  rule  that  a  relinquishment  filed  pending  a  contest  is  presumed  to 
be  the  result  of  the  contest  is  founded  upoii  the  theory  that  the  entry- 
mau  by  filing  the  relinquishment  has  admitted  the  truth  of  the  charge, 
but  when  the  charge  is  not  sustained  no  such  presumption  can  attach. 
It  has  therefore  been  held  that  while  a  relinquishment  filed  pending  a 
contest  is  presumed  to  be  the  result  of  the  contest,  such  presumption 
is  not  conclusive,  and  upon  proof  that  the  relinquishment  was  not  the 
result  of  I  he  contest,  the  contestant  must  depend  upon  his  ability  to 
sustain  the  charge.  Mitchell  v,  Robinson  (3  L.  D.,  546);  McOlellan  v. 
Biggerstatt  (7  L.  D.,  442);  Kurtz  v.  Summers  (lb.,  46);  Sorensen  v. 
Becker  (8  L.  D.,  357) ;  Loughrey  v.  Webb  (9  L.  D.,  440). 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 
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LANDS   WITHDRAWN   FOR   RESERVOIR     PURPOSES-CIRCULAR. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  22,  1890. 
Registers  a/nd  Receivers  of  the  United  States  Land  Offices 

at  AshlandjEau  Claire,  and  Wausau^  Wisconsin^ 

and  8t  Cloud  and  Taylor* s  Falls,  Minnesota  : 
Gentlemen:  The  act  of  Congress  approved  June  20,  1890,  entitled 
^<An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tain lands  heretofore  withdrawn  from  market  for  reservoir  purposes  to 
be  restored  to  the  public  domain  subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead 
law  with  certain  restrictions,"  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached,  makes 
provision  for  the  entry  of  the  lauds  so  restored. 

You  will  observe  that  the  statute,  by  its  terms,  does  not  take  eflFect 
until  December  20, 1890.  No  entry  fot,  or  settlement  upon,  said  lands 
will  be  allowed  until  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  the  lands  are  made 
subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  law  only. 

Any  person  applying  to  enter  or  file  for  a  homestead  on  said  lands 
will  be  required  first  to  make  affidavit,  in  addition  to  other  require- 
ments, that  he  did  not  violate  the  law  by  entering  upon  and  occupying 
any  portion  of  said  lands  prior  to  December  20,  1890,  the  affidavit  to 
accompany  your  returns  for  the  entry  allowed.  Blank  forms  for  said 
affidavit  will  be  transmitted  to  you  in  due  time. 

Ko  comment  upou  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  ap- 
pears to  be  necessary,  as  the  records  of  your  office  should  show  all  dis- 
posals of  land  therein  mentioned,  and  it  is  presumed  that  parties  desir- 
ing to  enter  any  of  the  restored  lands  will  have  knowledge  of  the  reser- 
vation by  the  government  of  the  rights,  and  the  denial  of  right  to  com- 
pensation, therein  mentioned. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 

Commissioner. 

Approved: 

John  W.  Noble, 

Secretary. 


[Public— No.  170.  J 

AX  ACT  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  certain  lands  heretofore  withdrawn 
ftom  market  for  renerroir  purposes  to  be  restored  to  the  public  domain  sabjt^ot  to  entry  under  the 
homestead  law,  with  certain  restrictions. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffouaeof  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled:  That  thure  is  hereby  restored  to  the  pablic  domain  all  the  lands 
described  in  certain  proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dateil  March 
twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  Executive  Document  numbered  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-nine ;  also,  April  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-one,  Executive 
Document  numbered  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight;  also,  February  twentieth,  eight- 
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eea  handred  aad  eighty-two,  Esecutivt^  Dooiitnent  numbered  eiji^ht  biiudrrid  and 
8eveaty-four,  withdravring  aad  withboidiug  certain  lands  from  market  or  entry  and 
reservini;  the  same  to  aid  in  the  constructioa  of  certain  reservoirs  to  be  bnilt  at  the 
headwaters  of  the  Mississippi  and  Saint  Croix  Rivers^  in  the  States  of  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin,  and  of  the  Chippewa  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin; 
ftod  chat  these  lands,  when  so  restored,  shall  be  subject  to  homestead  entry  only. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  all  cases  where  any  of  the  liiuds  restort^d  to  the  public  domain  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act  have  heretofore  been  hoUX  or  disposed  of  by  the  proper  offi- 
cers of  che  United  States  nnder  color  of  the  pablio  land  laws,  and  the  consideration  re- 
eel  ved  therefor  is  still  retained  by  the  government,  the  title  of  the  purchasers  may  be 
eoafirmed  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Incerior  justice  requires  it ;  but  all 
the  lands  by  said  first  section  restored  shall  at  all  times  remain  snbject  to  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  construct  and  maintain  dams  for  the  purpose  of  creating  reser- 
voirs in  aid  of  navigation  ;  and  no  claim  or  right  to  compensation  shall  accrue  from 
the  overdowiug  of  said  lands  on  account  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  such 
daius  and  reservoirs. 

Sec.  'l.  That  no  right  of  any  kind  shall  attach  by  reason  of  settlement  or  squatting 
npon  any  of  the  lands  hereinbefore  described  before  the  day  on  which  such  lands  shall 
be  subject  to  homestead  entry  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  until  said  lands  are 
opened  for  settlement  no  person  shall  enter  npon  and  occupy  the  same,  and  any  per- 
<H)Q  violating  this  provision  shall  never  be  permitted  to  enter  any  of  said  lands  or 
acquire  any  title  thereto.  This  act  shaM  take  effect  six  months  after  its  approval  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved  June  20,  la90. 


MINERAL  APPLICATION— CONFLICTING  RIGHTS. 

J.    B.   HiCE. 

Ad  application  to  make  mineral  entry  duly  presented  at  the  local  office,  but  held  with 
ont  aotiou  during  the  absence  of  the  register,  operates  to  reserv)  the  land  covered 
thereby  nntil  final  action  thereon. 

First  Aftsistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  28,189^ 

The  application  of  J.  B.  Rice  for  patent  to  the  Snow  Flake  placer 
claim,  for  thirty  acres  in  the  Sacramento,  Oalifornia,  land  district,  em- 
br^tced  also  the  twenty  acres  included  in  a  like  application  by  Enoch 
Redding  for  the  ^'  Enoch  Bedding"  placer  claim. 

It  appears  that  on  July  30,  1888,  Bedding's  application  was  dnly  pre- 
sented at  the  local  office,  and,  it  being  the  register's  custom  to  person- 
ally examine  such  applications  ^'  before  allowing  filin&r  or  order  of  publi- 
cation," the  clerk  in  charge  inclosed  said  application  in  a  package, 
eQdorse4l  "  presented  for  filing  July  30,  1888,  and  not  filed  by  reason  of 
the  absence  of  the  register ;  "  that  at  his  attorney's  request  Rice's  ap- 
plication was  on  July  31,  1888,  takeu  by  a  clerk  in  the  local  office  and 
presented  to  the  register  at  his  residence ;  and  the  register  then  in- 
Btmcted  the  clerk  to  file  Rice's  papers  as  of  July  31,  1888 ;  that  on 
Aagast  3,  1888,  the  attorneys  for  Bedding  filed  a  petition  asking  that 
all  procedings  under  the  Bice  application  be  vacated,  and  that  the  Bed- 
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ding  application  be  filed  as  of  July  30,  1888.  This  petition,  aft^r  argu- 
ment by  counsel  for  the  respective  parties,  was  granted  by  the  local  office, 
and  Eice  appealed. 

On  February  5,  1889,  your  office  finding  the  Redding  petition  to  he 
first  in  time,  held  the  Bice  application  for  ^^  rejection  and  cancellation 

to  the  extent  of  the  conflict  and  allowed  Bedding's  a[>pli- 

cation  to  stand.    Bice  again  appeals. 

Bedding's  application  was  pending  in  the  local  office  when  that  of 
Bice  was  made  of  record,  hence,  Bedding  being  first  in  point  of  time 
his  application  operated  to  reserve  the  land  from  any  other  disposition 
until  final  action  was  taken  thereon.  Griffin  v.  Pettigrew,  IQ  L.  D.,  510, 
and  cases  cited.  Indeed  I  think  his  application  should  be  treated  as 
filed  when  it  was  presented  and  so  left  with  said  clerk  for  that  purpose. 
Bice's  application  has,  therefore,  been  properly  rejected. 

The  action  of  your  office  in  this  regard  and  in  allowing  the  application 
of  Bedding  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


MINING  CLAIM-HEARING— PRACTICE— SPECIFICATION  OF  ERROR. 

Deveeeux  et  al.  v.  Hunter  et  al. 

In  case  of  protest  against  a  mineral  application  the  local  oftioe  is  authorize  I  to  order 
a  hearing  to  determine  the  character  of  the  claim,  and  whether  there  has  been 
due  compliance  with  the  mining  law. 

Specifications  of  error  should  clearly  and  concisely  designate  the  alleged  errors. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  August  28,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  G.  W.  Hunter  c^a^,  claimants  for  the 
Mount  Yale  placer  claim,  survey  No.  3976,  application  No.  .SIS'),  filed 
July  10,  1885,  in  the  Leadville,  Colorado,  land  office,  from  your  office 
decision  of  February  13, 1889,  rejecting  said  application  and  holdini^  the 
same  for  cancellation. 

The  record  shows  that  on  July  10,  1885,  Gr.  W.  Hunter  et  al,,  tiled  in 
the  local  land  office  at  Leadville,  Oolora  lo,  a  plat,  as  recpiireil  by  law, 
of  their  claim  upon  the  Mount  Yale  placer,  containing;  144.5  acres.' 
Notice  of  application  for  a  patent  was  publishe<l  from  July  11,  to  Sep- 
tem  13, 1885.  No  adverse  claim  was  filed.  On  the  27th  day  of  August, 
1885,  Thomas  G.  and  John  J.  Devereux  filed  in  the  local  office  their  [)ro- 
test  against  the  application,  alleging  that  the  claim  is  not  placer  land, 
and  that  it  embraces  within  its  boundaries  a  portion  of  a  number  of 
known  lode  claims,  among  which  are  the  Inez,  Big  Mij>souri,  St.  John 
and  Albert  Emerald,  upon  all  of  which  the  assessment  work  has  been 
done  from  year  to  year  according  to  law,  and  the  same  verified  by  affi- 
davit of  record  in  the  recorder's  office  of  the  proper  county.  No  action 
was  taken  upon  this  protest,    Ou  the  9th  day  of  March,  1886.  G.  W, 
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Hanter  et  al.  made  their  applicaticui  to  purchase  the  tract  in  contro- 
versy, and  on  the  10th  day  of  March  said  protestanta  filed  in  tlie  local 
office  a  second  protest,  in  which  they  re-affirm  the  grounds  alleged  in 
the  first,  and  allege  three  other  grounds,  in  effect,  alleging  that  all  the 
ground  embraced  within  said  placer  mining  claim  is  strictly  lode  mining^ 
ground,  inaccessible  to  water,  and  that  neither  the  sum  of  $500,  nor  any 
other  sura  whatever,  has  been  expended  upon  said  pretended  placer 
claim,  or  for  its  benefit,  for  the  purpose  of  working  or  developing  the 
same  as  placer  raining  ground.  And  that  said  pretended  placer  claim 
was  located,  has  been  held,  and  is  now  sought  to  be  entered  by  appli- 
cants  solely  for  the  valuable  lode  mineral  deposits  which  underlie  it, 
aud  for  no  other  purpose.  And  upon  these  facts  protestants  base  the 
charge  that  said  placer  claim  is  fraudulent  and  the  allowance  of  the 
entry  and  issuance  of  a  patent  would  be  a  fraud  upon  th6  government 
an<l  upon  the  protestants.  On  the  llth  day  of  March,  1886,  the  prot- 
estants filed  in  the  local  office  the  affidavits  of  Adam  Paterbon  and 
Robert  Berry,  corroborating  their  protest,  in  so  far  as  the  character  of 
the  ground  included  in  the  boundaries  of  the  placer  not  being  placer 
ground  and  that  the  placer  survey  is  intersected  with  lode  mining  claims* 
Thereupon,  a  hearing  was  ordered  by  and  had  before  the  local  offioerSy 
at  which  both  parties  appeared  and  introduced  testimony. 

Upon  the  evidence  introduced  before  them,  the  register  and  receiver 
(lid  not  agree,  and  rendered  opinions  accordingly,  the  receiver  in  favor 
of  the  entry,  and  the  register  against  it.  From  their  decisions  the  par- 
ties, respectively,  appeal  to  your  office,  and  thereupon  your  office,  on 
the  13th  day  of  February,  1889,  found  that  the  lands  involved  are  not 
placer  lands,  subject  to  entry  under  the  mining  laws,  and  rejected  the 
application  and  held  it  for  cancellation.  From  your  decision  the  appli- 
cants for  patent  appeal. 

The  appellant  assigns  several  grounds  of  alleged  error.  One  of  the 
errors  urged  and  relied  on  is,  that  the  local  officers  had  no  authority  to 
order  a  hearing,  and  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  no  juris- 
diction in  the  premises. 

The  order  for  a  hearing  was  properly  made  by  the  local  officers.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  land  department  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine 
whether  there  has  been  due  compliance  with  the  mining  law  is  too  well 
settled  to  admit  of  extended  discussion.  Sweeney  v.  Wilson,  10  L.  D., 
157 ;  Bodie  Tunnel  and  Mining  Cc^mpany  v.  Bechtel  Consolidated  Mining 
Company,  1  L.  D.,  584;  Alice  Placer  Mine,  4  L.  D.,  314. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  errors  assigned  by  appellant  are  largely 
in  the  nature  of  reasons  or  arguments,  and,  in  my  judgment,  present 
immaterial  questions,  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  record  in  the  case. 
The  seventh  and  last  assignment  of  error  is :  <^  Because  of  the  manifest 
errors  in  the  conclusions  of  law  and  fact  arrived  at  by  the  Commis- 
sioner in  making  the  decision  appealed  from."  This  specification  is  too 
indefinite  to  present  any  question. 
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Rule  of  Practice  98  requires  a  speci&catiou  of  errors,  "  which  shall 
clearly  and  concisely  designate  the  errors  of  which  he  complains.'^ 

After  carefully  examining  all  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  I  hnd  there- 
from the  facts  to  be  substantially  as  found  by  your  office,  wliich  are  set 
out  in  said  decision,  and  are  hereby  referred  to  as  fully  as  if  set  out 
herein.  I  find  no  reason  for  disturbinji:  the  decision  appealed  from,  and 
it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PHITATE  CASH  ENTRY— NON-MINERAL  AFFIDAVIT. 

George  S.  Bush. 

A  Qon-iniueral  affidavit  is  properly  required  to  acoompany  aa  applicatioo  to  make 
private  cash  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  27, 1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  .George  S.  Bush  from  your  office  decision  of 
March  29,  1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  office  in  rejecting  his 
several  applicatians  to  make  private  cash  entries  for  certain  describeil 
(offered)  tracts  in  T.  30  N.,  B.  5  W.,  Seattle,  Washington,  "  because  no 
non-mineral  affidavit  accompanies  the  same." 

The  tracts  involved,  if  "  valuable  for  minerals,"  are  reserved  from  sale 
(Sec.  2318  R.  S.),  and  conseciuently  not  subject  to  private  entry.  The 
non-mineral  affidavit  is  simply  the  means  adopted  by  the  Department 
for  ascertaining  the  character  of  land  so  applied  for,  and  consequently 
by  requiring  it  the  Department  neither  adds  to  nor  subtracts  (as  ap- 
pellant contends)  from  the  statute.  By  your  office  letter  of  September 
24,  1872,  such  affidavit  was  made  a  requisite  to  ^^  all  entries  under  the  ag- 
ricultural land  laws"  in  the  Olympia,  now  Seattle,  land  district.  The 
pending  applications  were  therefore  properly  rejected  for  failure  to  tile 
the  same. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


^OSAGE  L.AXD— ACTUAL  SETTLEMENT. 

United  States  v.  Sweeney. 

Actual  settlement  must  be  shown  by  residence  following  the  alleged  act  of  settlement, 
and  the  proof  reqnired  to  establish  the  fact  of  such  settlt^meut  under  the  act  of 
May  28,  1880,  is  no  less  in  degree  thau  the  proof  required  under  the  pre-emption 
law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  phandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  29, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  S.  S.  Sin^jer,  transferee  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  cancelling  Osage  cash  entry  made  by  Den^iis  Swee- 
ney for  the  W.  i  SE.  i  Sec.  19,  T.  33  S.,  R.  5  VV.,  (ith  P.  M.  Wichita 
series,  Topeka,  Kansas. 


I 
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* 

This  entry  was  held  for  cancellation  as  fraudulent  upon  the  report  of 
Special  Agent  Drew,  bnt  afterwards  a  hearing  was  ordered  before  the 
local  officers  and  thei^at  M.  0.  McLain,  Esq.,  appeared  as  attorney  for 
A.  E.  Lee  and  S.  S.  Singer  transferees.  Upon  the  testimony  taken  on 
the  trial  the  local  officers  found  that  said  entry  was  fraudulent  for  wan* 
of  residence,  improreinent  and  cultivation,  and  recommended  the  can- 
cellation of  the  entry.  From  this  decision  no  appeal  was  filed,  and  on 
October  27, 1888,  your  office  declared  said  decision  final  for  failure  to 
appeal  therefrom,  and  canceled  the  entry. 

On  February  12,  1889,  the  local  officers  transmitted  to  your  office  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment  of  your  office,  which  you  declined  to  enter- 
tain for  the  reason  that  said  parties  received  due  notice  of  the  decision 
of  the  local  office,  and  failed  to  appeal  within  the  prescribed  time. 
Whereupon  appellant  applied  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  which  was  granted, 
and  said  appeal  is  now  before  me. 

In  his  final  proof  th«^  claimant  states  that  he  first  made  settlement 
and  established  actual  residence  on  the  land  the  l8th  day  of  May,  1881, 
'  and  yet  his  final  proof  was  made  June  2,  1881,  having  remained  on  the 
land  only  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  settlement  to  date  of  final  i)roof. 
No  declaratory  statement  was  filed  until  June  9th — seven  days  after 
making  final  proof  and  the  day  Ui(^  cash  entry  was  allowed. 

Considering  the  fact  that  his  final  proof  was  submitted  within  fifteen 
days  from  the  date  of  his  alleged  settlement,  in  connection  with  the 
testimony  taken  on  the  hearing,  which  shows  that  he  left  the  claim 
shortly  afterwards,  having  mortgaged  it  to  secure  a  loan  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars,  negotiated  with  B.  F.  Lee  as  agent,  who  was 
also  the  husband  of  A.  B.  Lee,  who  afterwards  purchased  the  land,  it 
shows  that  he  never  established  a  bona  fide  settlement  and  residence 
upon  the  laud,  as  coutemplated  by  the  act.  The  improvements  with 
the  exception  of  an  acre  or  two  of  plowed  land,  were  made  by  a  former 
settler,  and  the  assignees  failed  to  show  that  the  entryman  ever  occu- 
pied the  dug-out  a  single  night.  The  local  officers  found  that  Sweeney 
never  occupied  the  house  and  never  had  a  residen(*/e  upon  the  land. 
This  finding  is,  in  my  judgment,  amply  supported  by  the  evidence. 

The  main  allegation  of  error  in  the  appeal  of  Singer  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  is,  in  holding  that  the  law  governing  Osage  entries  re- 
qaires  residence,  improvement  and  cultivation,  that  it  only  requires 
that  he  shall  be  an  actual  settler  on  the  land  at  date  of  entry,  having 
the  qualification  of  an  preemptor.  Such  is  not  the  rule  of  this  Depart- 
ment. Actual  settlement  must  be  shown  by  residence  following  the 
alleged  act  of  settlement,  and  the  proof  required  to  establish  the  fact 
of  actual  settlement  under  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  (21  Stats.,  143), 
governing  Osage  entries,  is  no  less  in  degree  than  the  proof  required 
under  the  pre-emption  law.  United  States  v.  Atterbery,  (lu  L.  D.,  36) ; 
United  States  v.  Jones  (lb.  23). 

The  decision  of  your  ofQce  is  affirmed. 
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PRACTICE— AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTEST. 

HANES   V,  Bbatty. 

Where  a  contestant  presents  at  the  local  office  an  affidavit  of  contest  properly  i>re- 
pared  for  sijj^natnre,  and  ready  for  the  aduiinistratiou  of  th«  oath  thereto  by  him- 
self and  corroborating  witnesses,  it  is  the  duty  of  one  of  the  local  officers,  if  called 
upon  so  to  do,  to  administer  said  oath  to  said  contestant  and  his  witnesses,  ])re- 
paratory  to  filing  such  affidavit ;  and  the  failure  or  refusal  of  the  local  office  lo 
take  such  action  will  not  defeat  the  contestant's  right  of  priority. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Gommissioner  of  the  General 

Land.  Office,  August  29,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Abrain  O.  Hanes  v.  Robert  M.  Beatty.  on 
appeal  by  Hanes  from  your  office  docision  of  February  8,  1889,  sustain  - 
ing^  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  and  awarding  to  Beatty  a  priir  right 
to  contest  the  homestead  entry  made  by  James  L.  Piummer,  December 
19,  1879,  for  the  SW.  |  Sec.  28,  T.  22  S.,  R.  34  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas. 

The  evidence  shows  that  on  the  morning  of  June  21,  1888,  the  said 
Beatty,  accompanied  by  two  corroborating  witnesses,  appeared  at  the 
"filing  window'-  of  the  local  office,  with  the  intention  of  initiating  coa- 
test  against  said  Plummer's  homestead  entry.  As  a  basis  for  such  con- 
test, one  of  Beatty's  corroborating  witnesses,  David  P.  Speare,  pre- 
sented to  the  filing  clerk  of  the  office,  Mr.  W.  W.  Glasscock,  an  affidavit 
that  had  previously  been  prepared,  except  that  the  names  of  the  con- 
testant and  of  his  corroborating  witnesses  were  not  written  on  the  face 
of  the  paper,  and  they  had  not  signed  the  same;  and  he  requested  that 
the  oath  be  administered  to  the  three  (Beatty  and  his  two  witnesses) 
then  and  there  present.  What  then  occurred  is  thus  stated  by^  Mr. 
Speare  in  his  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing: 

I  was  the  Hrst  msin  at  the  window  of  the  land  office.    Robert  M.  Beatty,  contestant, 
I  and  Charles  G.  Lindpfren,  were  by  ray  side  when  f  handed  the  papers  to  Glasscock. 

I  He  looked  at  the  papers,  put  the  number,  *lt>,  I6;i,'  on  the  affidavit,  and  said  I  would 

I  have  to  go  before  a  notary  public  and  be  sworn.     I  told  him  the  contestant  and  cor- 

roborating witnesses  were  in  readiness  to  sign  the  affidavit  and  be  sworn— which  I 
had  seen  done  before  at  the  window  of  the  land  office.     He  said  he  would  not  do  it. 

.  The  game  witness  further  states  that  Mr.  Cleary,  special  examiner  of 

your  office,  informed  him  that  the  contest  papers  could  be  signed  at  the 
window  and  sworn  to  by  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  land  office. 
Contestant,  Ilanes,  in  his  testimony  at  the  hearing,  says: 

There  was  another  party  at  the  door  at  the  time  the  door  opened.  The  other  party, 
a  little  in  advance,  put  his  papers  in  the  window.  The  clerk  looked  at  the  papers. 
Said  he,  ^'They  are  not  dated  nor  sworn  to  ;  they  are  worthless.''  I  think  those  are 
about  the  words  he  used,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect. 

The  filing  clerk,  Glasscock,  testifying  upon  the  same  point,  says  : 
"  The  papers  being  incomplete,  I  told  the  person  presenting  said  papers 
to  go  and  have  them  fixed  up." 
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Being  asked  in  what  respect  the  papers  were  incomplete,  the  witness 
said :  <^  The  coutestaut  had  not  been  sworn  to  the  affidavit  of  contest, 
and  no  corroborating  witnesses  appeared  on  the  corroborating:  affida- 
vit ; "  bnt  he  does  not  state  that  he  made  this  explanation  to  the  person 
presenting  the  affidavit. 

Beatty  and  his  corroborating  witnesses  went  to  the  nearest  notary's 
office,  where  the  oath  was  administered  to  them  and  the  bUmks  that 
had  before  existed  in  the  contest  affidavit  were  filled,  and  within  half 
an  hoar  they  returned  to  the  land  office,  and  again  tendered  said  affi- 
davit. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  Haneshad  oflfered  his  affidavit  of  contest, 
which  han  been  received  and  noted.  Upon  Beatty's  return,  and  the 
(second)  presentation  of  his  affidavit,  the  receiver  inquired  into  the 
facts  of  the  case,  and  upon  being  informed  thereof,  directed  that  Beat- 
ty'd  contest  be  held  as  having  been  filed  prior  to  that  of  Hanes.  Upon 
consideration  of  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  (the  substance  of 
which  has  been  hereinbefore  given),  the  register  and  receiver  found  the 
rights  of  Beatty  to  be  superior  to  those  of  Hanes.  Thereupon  Hanes 
appealed  to  your  office,  which  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  local  officers. 
Hanes  now  appeals  to  the  Department. 

Iq  my  opinion,  the  objections  made  by  the  filing  clerk  to  the  affidavit 
of  contest,  whether  those  stated  by  himself  or  those  stated  by  the  con- 
testant, are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory.  It  was  the  duty  of  one  of 
the  local  officers,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  to  administer  the  oath  to 
the  contestant  and  his  witnesses.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  witnesses  to 
sabscribe  the  affidavits  in  his  presence,  and  the  law  presumes  that  they 
did.  After  the  affidavits  were  subscribed  and  the  oath  administered  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  officer  administering  the  oath  to  add  in  the  jurat 
the  date  when  the  affidavit  was  "  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before"  him. 

The  affidavits  were  in  a  proper  condition  to  sign  and  have  the  oath 
administered  when  presented.  The  contestant  did  all  he  could  or  was 
required  under  the  law  to  do.  If  neither  of  the  local  officers  were  pres- 
ent, the  applicant  to  contest  ought  not  to  lose  his  rights  because  of 
their  neglect.  (Lytic  v.  State  of  Arkansas,  9  How.,  333).  Beatty  had 
substantially  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law ;  and  your  de- 
cision awarding  to  him  the  prior  right  of  contest  is  affirmed. 
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ARID  liAJfDS— CIRCULAR. 

Department  of  the  Intbeior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D.  C,  August  9,  1890. 

Registers  and  Receiver Sj  United  States  Land  Offices, 

Gentleman:  On  the  5th  of  August,  1889,  9  L.  D.,  282,  a  circular 
was  addressed  to  you  by  direction  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
calling  your  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  October  2,  1888, 
25  Stat.,  526,  relative  to  the  lands  in  the  arid  regions  of  the  United 
States  and  instructing  you  thereunder,  which  reads  as  follows,  viz: 

Information  ha viag  reached  this  Department  that  parties  are  eudeavorin^  to  make 
flliugs  on  arid  lands  reserved  for  reservoirs,  irrigating  ditches,  and  canals,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  the  waters  of  lakes  and  rivers  and  their  tributaries  in  the  arid 
regions,  I  am  directed  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  t )  call  your  special  atten- 
tion to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  October  *2,  l^S^,  LI.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  23^ 
page  526,  as  folio  vrs  : 

'*  For  the  pnrpose  of  investigating  the  extent  to  which  the  arid  region  of  the  United 
States  can  be  redeemed  by  irrigation,  and  tht)  segregation  of  the  irrigable  lands  in 
such  arid  region,  and  for  the  selection  of  sites  for  reservoirs  and  other  hydraulic  works 
necessary  for  the  storage  and  utilization  of  water  for  irrigation  and  th'i  prevention 
•of  floods  and  overflows,  and  to  make  the  necessary  maps,  including  the  pay  of  em- 
ployes in  tield  and  in  office,  the  cost  of  all  instruments,  apparatus,  and  materials, 
and  all  other  necessary  expenses  connected  therewith,  the  work  to  be  performed  by 
the  Geological  Survey,  under  the  dire  5tiou  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  sum 
of  oue  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary.  And  the 
Director  of  the  Geological  Survey,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, Hhall  make  a  report  to  Congress  on  the  flrst  M'>nday  in  December  of  each  year, 
showing  how  the  said  money  has  been  expended,  the  amount  used  for  actual  survey 
and  engineer  work  in  the  fleld  in  locating  sites  for  reservoirs,  aud  an  itemized  account 
of  the  expenditures  under  this  appropriation.  Aud  all  the  lands  which  mav"  here- 
afoer  be  designated  or  selected  by  such  United  States  surveys  for  sites  for  reservoirs, 
ditches,  or  c;ii*ls  f>r  irriijitio:i  p:irp>)ses  an  I  all  the  Ian  Is  male  susceptible  of  irri- 
gation by  such  reservoirs,  ditch«^s,  or  canals  are  from  tbis  time  henceforth  hereby 
reserve  I  fro  n  s  \U  as  the  property  of  the  Uuit.^d  Sf^ates,  aud  shall  not  be  subject  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  to  entry,  settlement  or  occupation  until  further  provided  by 
law  ;  Proridedj  that  the  President  at  any  time  in  his  discretion,  by  proclamation,  may 
open  any  portion  or  all  of  the  lauds  reserved  by  this  provision  to  settlement  under 
the  homestead  laws." 

The  object  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  the  foregoing  provision  is  unmistakable. 
The  water  sources  and  the  arid  lands  that  may  be  irrigate  I  by  the  system  of  national 
irrigation  are  now  reserved  to  be  hereafter,  when  redeemed  to  agriculture,  transferred 
to  the  people  of  the  Territories  in  which  they  are  situated  for  homesteads.  The  act 
of  Congress  and  common  justice  require  that  they  should  be  faithfully  preserved  for 
these  declared  purposes. 

The  statute  provides  that  all  lands  which  may  hereafter  be  designated  or  selected 
by  the  Geological  Survey  as  sites  for  reservoirs,  ditches,  or  cinals  for  irrigating  pur- 
'poses.and  all  lauds  made  susceptible  of  irrigation  by  such  reservoirs,  ditches,  or  canals 
are  since  the  passage  of  said  act  absolutely  reserved  from  sale  as  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  not  be  subject  after  the  passage  of  the  act  to  entry,  settle- 
ment, or  occupation  until  further  provided  bylaw,  or  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
may  open  said  lands  to  settlement. 
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Neither  individaals  nor  corporatioas  have  the  right  to  make  tilings  upon  any  lands 
thus  reserved,  nor  can  they  be  permitted  Jo  obtain  control  of  the  lakes  and  tttreams 
that  are  susceptible  of  uses  for  irrigating  purposes. 

You  will,  therefore,  immediately  cancel  all  tilings  made  since  October  *2,  lHi.S,  on 
snch  sites  for  reservoirs,  ditches,  or  canals  for  irrigating  purposes  and  all  lands  that 
may  be  susceptible  of  irrigation  by  snch  reservoirs,  ditches,  or  canals,  whether  made 
by  individuals  or  corporations,  and  you  will  hereafter  receive  uo  filings  upon  any 
such  lands. 

This  order  you  will  carry  into  effect  without  delay. 

It  is  found  that,  notwithstandiug  said  act  aad  the  instructions  ^iven 
thereunder  by  said  circular,  numerous  filings  and  entries  of  lands  within 
the  arid  regions  appear  to  hav^e  been  permitted  to  be  made,  subsequent 
to  October  2,  1888,  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act.  These  entries 
and  filings  were  made  at  the  risk  of  the  parties. 

Under  date  of  the  2d  of  April,  1890,  the  matter  of  the  proper  course 
of  proceeding  under  said  act  was  submitted  by  this  oliice  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  with  a  request  for  instructions  thc^rein.  Lt 
appears  that  the  subject  was  laid  by  the  Secretary  before  the  Hon. 
Attorney-General  for  his  opinion,  who,  under  date  of  the27ch  of  May, 
180O,  gave  an  opinion  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  viz: 

The  object  of  the  act  is  manifest.  It  was  to  prevent  the  entry  upon  and  the  settle- 
ment and  sale  of  all  that  part  of  the  arid  res;ion  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  which  could  be  improved  by  general  system  of  irrigation,  and  all  lauds  which 
might  be  designated  or  selected  by  the  Uuited  States  surveys  as  sites  for  the  reser- 
voirs, ditches,  or  canals  in  such  systems.  Uuquescionably  it  would  seriously  interfere 
with  the  operation  and  purpose  of  the  act  if  the  sites  necessary  for  reservoirs  in  such 
plan  of  irrigation  could  be  entered  upon  by  homestead  settlers.  So,  too,  it  would  be 
obviously  ui^jnst  if  pending  the  survey  made  with  a  view  to  their  segregation  for 
improvement  by  Irrigation  these  lands  should  be  entered  upon  and  settled  as  arid 
landa  of  the  United  States.  It  was,  therefore,  the  purpose  of  Congress  by  this  act  to 
suspend  all  rights  of  entry  upon  any  lands  which  would  come  within  the  improving 
operation  of  the  plans  of  irrigation  to  be  reported  by  the  Director  of  the  Geological 
Survey  under  this  act.  Language  could  hardly  be  stronger  thau  are  the  words  of 
the  act  in  expressing  this  intention. 

All  the  lauds  which  may  hereafter  be  designated  or  selected,  etc.,  are  from  this 
timA  henceforth  hereby  reserved  from  sale,  etc.,  and  shall  not  be  subject  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  to  entry,  etc.,  until  further  provided  by  law. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  if  an  entry  wa-s  made  upon  land  which  was  there- 
after designat-ed  in  a  United  States  survey  as  a  site  for  a  reservoir,  or  which  was  by 
such  reservoir  made  susceptible  of  irrigation,  the  entry  would  be-  invalid,  and  the 
land  so  entered  upon  would  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  the  reservation 
thereof  dating  back  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  far-reaching  eftect  of  this  construction  cannot  deprive  the  words  of  the  act  of 
their  ordinary  and  necessary  meauing.  The  proviso  that  '*  the  President  at  any  time 
in  his  discretion,  by  proclamation,  may  open  any  portion  or  all  of  the  lands  so  re- 
served,'' was  the  legislative  mode  of  modifying  and  avoiding  the  far-reaching  effect 
of  the  act,  whenever  it  should  appear  to  the  Executive  to  have  too  wide  an  operation. 
Entries  shonld  not  be  permitted,  therefore,  upon  any  part  of  the  arid  regions  which 
mi^ht  possibly  come  within  the  operation  of  this  act. 

These  proceedings  having  consumed  some  time,  I  am  now  in  receipt 
of  the  Secretary's  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which,  afier  alluding  to- 
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previous  correspondence  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  fnim 
which  an  extract  is  above  quoted,  he  directs  that  this  office  shall  pro 
ceed  to  carry  the  law  "into  effect,  according  to  the  terms  and  instruc- 
tions already  existing  from  the  Secretary,"  referring  to  the  instructions 
contained  in  circular  of  August  5,  1889,  above  given. 

I  have  to  call  your  special  and  particular  attention  to  the  foregoing 
order  from  the  head  of  the  Department,  and  to  direct  in  reference  to 
the  subject  matter  that  you  proceed  strictly  in  accordance  therewith. 
Although,  in  any  case,  there  be  at  the  time  no  designation  of  the  land 
involved  therein  as  a  selection  for  a  site  or  sites  for  reservoirs,  ditches, 
or  canals  for  irrigation  purposes,  or  as  land  thereby  made  susceptible  of 
irrigation,  that  fact  is  not  to  be  considered  as  showing  that  the  land  is 
open  to  entry,  as,  although  not  yet  so  selected,  it  may  be  liable  to  such 
selection,  under  said  act,  which  is  held  to  withdraw  all  lands  so  liable 
from  disposal.  You  will,  therefore,  permit  no  entry  or  filing  of  any  lands 
lying  within  the  arid  regions  that  may  be  included  in  your  land  district, 
on  any  condition  whatever,  but  will  promptly  reject  any  application 
that  may  be  made  for  such  an  entry  or  filing,  \^ith  the  usual  right  of 
appeal.  You  will  take  any  necessary  action  to  asceriain  the  proper 
limits  of  the  arid  regions,  and  whether  any  lands  in  your  districts  are 
included  therein,  and  if  you  have  any  doubt  thereof,  you  may  submit 
the  question  to  this  office  for  specific  instructions. 

Any  entries  or  filings  of  lands  within  the  arid  regions  which  may  have 
already  been  allowed,  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  October 
2,  ISfiS^  and  reported  to  this  office,  will  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon 
according  to  the  principles  indicated  herein,  as  soon  as  practicable  in 
the  course  of  official  business. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Gbopp, 

Commissioner. 


SWAMP  LAND    INDEMNITY  OLAIM. 

State  of  Illinois,  (Livingston  County). 

lu  the  investigation  of  claims  under  the  swamp  grant  the  proceedings  of  the  special 
agent  should  be  in  accordance  with  departmental  regulations. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

30,  1890. 

The  State  of  Illinois  has  appealed  from  your  office  decision  of  May 
14,  1887,  rejecting  its  application  for  cash  indemnity  for  certain  lands 
in  Livingston  county,  in  said  State,  alleged  to  be  swamp  and  overflowed, 
and  if  so,  inuring  to  the  State  under  the  acts  of  September  28,  1850 
(9  Stat.,  519),  and  March  2,  1855  (10  Stat.,  631). 

In  the  investigation  of  the  claimed  swamp-lands  of  this  county,  ac- 
cording to  the  record  transmitted,  there  appears  to  have  been  no  pre- 
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t^nse  even,  on  the  pait  of  the  special  agent  of  your  office  (Mr.  W.  F. 
Elliott),  of  complying  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department 
relative  to  the  taking  of  proofs  in  cases  of  swamp-land  indemnity 
claims  (Oopp's  Land  Laws,  Ed.  of  1882,  Vol.  2, 1042). 

(1)  Under  these  rules,  the  agent  is  requested  to  secure  such  reliable 
information  as  he  can  obtain  from  personal  examination  and  observa- 
tion. The  agent  reports  that  he  made  a  '*  personal  examination '' ;  the ' 
State  agent  asserts  that  the  agent  of  your  office  ^^  described  the  selec- 
tions simply  as  he  saw  them  while  driving  hurriedly  by  them  in  a 
buggy" — furnishing  no  proof  of  this,  however,  beyond  his  own  asser- 
tion. Whether  the  assertion  be  true  or  not  is  a  matter  of  no  impor- 
tance, in  view  of  other  facts  disclosed  by  the  record. 

(2)  The  departmental  rules  require  that  the  agent  shall  obtain  ^'  a 
k:iowledge  of  the  land  during  a  series  of  years  extending  as  near  to  the 
dale  of  Che  grant  as  possible."  Ins.tead  of  this,  the  agent  reports  the 
condition  of  the  land  as  he  found  it.  There  are  affidavits  of  five  per- 
sofis,  who  have  resided  in  said  county  from  sixteen  to  thirty-seven 
years,  to  the  effect  that  the  season  of  1886 — when  agent  Elliott  made 
his  examination — was  one  of  the  driest  ever  known  in  that  vicinity.  A 
comparison  of  Agent  Elliott's  report  with  that  of  Special  Agent  Walker, 
of  your  office,  relative  to  some  of  the  same  tracts,  wouhl  seem  to  cor- 
roborate this  statement,  and  show  that  his  report,  if  correct,  must  have 
shown  the  condition  of  the  tracts  referred  to  in  a  very  exceptional  year. 

(3)  The  departmental  rules  require  that  the  agent  sball  inform  him- 
self of  the  character  of  the  land  not  alone  by  personal  examination  and 
observation,  but  "  by  inquiry  of  the  owner  or  resident,  if  any  there  be, 
and  of  persons  residing  in  the  vicinity  having  personal  knowledge  of 
the  past  and  present  character  of  the  laud."  In  all  proi)erly  conducted 
examinations,  the  affidavits  of  such  owners,  residents,  or  persons  resid- 
ing in  the  vicinity,  are  taken,  and  transmitted  with  the  record;  but 
uothing  of  the  kind  appears  in  this  case.  On  the  contrary',  the  special 
agent  says  (see  last  page  of  his  report) : 

In  this  embarrassing  case  I  had  to  act  solely  on  my  own  judgment  as  to 
the  correctness  of  my  position  on  any  tract  of  land. 

(4)  Upon  the  completion  of  this  examination,  at  least  thirty  days 
notice  shall  be  given  the  State,  or  claimants  under  the  State,  of  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  testimony  will  be  received  touching  the  char- 
acter of  the  lands  described.  Agent  Elliott  gave  no  such  notice  (ac- 
cording to  the  twelfth  assignment  of  error  herewith) ;  he  makes  no  rec 
ord  of  any  such  notice;  on  the  contrary  he  mentions  as  a  matter  of 
dissatisfaction  the  fact  that  the  State  Agent  (Mr.  Ilitt),  or  his  deputy 
(Mr.  Lewis),  "  have  one  or  both  been  here  all  the  time,"  and  complains 
of  it  as  '*  a  source  of  annoyance."  (See  bottom  of  first  page  of  lieport.) 
He  seems  not  to  have  had  the  least  idea  that  they  were  his  appointed 
co-workers,  whose  dut^-  it  was  to  assist  in  the  task  of  determining  what 
land  belonged  to  the  State  and  what  to  the  United  States  government. 
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(5)  Having  been  properly  notified,  the  State  should  be  given  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  "  the  testimony  of  at  least  two  respectable  and  disinter- 
ested witnesses  who  have  personal  and  exact  knowledge  of  the  conili- 
tion  of  the  laud  during  a  series  of  years."  In  all  properly  conducted 
examinations,  the  affidavits  of  such  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  State 
are  taken,  and  transmitted  with  the  record.  But  no  such  testiuiouy 
appears  in  this  case;  and  as  matter  of  fact  none  was  taken. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  several  important  respects  the  examination  ia 
the  case  at  bar  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  requiremeuts  of  the  de- 
partmental regulations.  The  facts  furnished  in  the  report  of  the  agent 
of  your  office  are  wholly  insufficient  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  action  by 
yonr  office  or  the  Department,  either  in  accepting  or  rejecting  the  claim 
of  the  State.  As  was  said  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Hanlin 
County,  Iowa  (5  L.  D.,  236) : 

The  evidence  already  presented  as  to  the  claim  under  consideration  certainly  does 

not  bind  your  office  or  the  Department  to  a  final  adjudicatiou 

To  hold  that  it  does  wonld  be  contrary  to  reason,  and  would,  in  effect,  lead  to  the 
final  aldjudicatiou,  certification,  and  passing  of  rights  and  titles  in  violation  of  law — 
which,  as  to  claims  of  the  class  here  in  question,  requires  due  proof  before  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

It  being  clear  that,  in  the  case  at  bar,  <'  due  proof"  of  the  character 
of  the  lands  in  question  has  not  been  given,  you  are  directed  to  cause 
a  re-exami nation  thereof  to  be  made4n  accordance  with  departmental 
regulations  for  such  causes  made  and  provided. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  FILING. 

Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Haines.    (On  Review). 

The  existence  of  a  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  filing  of  record  at  the  date  when  the 
grant  grant  becomes  effective,  raises  a  presumption  of  settlement  as  alleged,  and 
of  the  actual  existence  of  the  claim,  which  is  conclusive  as  against  the  grant,  in 
the  absence  of  an  allegation  that  said  filing  was  void  ah  initio. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Comtnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  1,  1890. 

On  November  30, 1889, 1  rendered  a  decision  in  the  case  of  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  affirming  the  decision  of  your  office  rejecting 
the  claim  of  said  company  for  the  XW.  J  of  SB.  J  Sec.  3,  T.  3  S.,  R.  70 
W.,  Denver  Colorado,  upon  the  ground  that  the  tract  was  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant  by  reason  of  the  unexpired  filing  (de- 
claratory statement  No.  3180)  of  Fred  Shumph,  made  March  7,  1867, 
appearing  of  record  at  date  of  definite  location. 

Before  the  promulgation  of  said  decision  by  your  office,  counsel  for 
the  railway  company  filed  an  application  to  have  said  decision  recalled 
upon  the  ground  that  the  case  was  considered  by  the  Department  with- 
out having  the  whole  record  before  it.    It  is  alleged  iu  said  applicatioa 
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that  the  pre-emption  claimant  whose  filing  appeared  of  record  at  date 
of  definite  location,  was  Fred  Schnaaffer  and  not  Fred  Shamph  as 
stated  in  the  decision  of  your  office  and  of  the  Department,  and  that 
the  files  and  records  of  your  office  show  that  a  hearing  was  had  in  the 
case  of  The  Denver  Pacific  Railroad  Company  against  Henry  Moore 
aud  Fred  Schnaaffer  involving  the  right  to  the'NW.  J  of  SE.  J  of  said 
section  3,  and  other  lands,  and  upon  the  testimony  presented  at  said 
hearing,  the  local  officers  found  that  said  Moore  and  Schnaaffer  never 
resided  upon  or  improved  or  caltivated  the  land,  and  recommended  the 
cancellation  of  the  declaratory  statements  1526  and  3180,  which  was 
affirmed  by  your  office  June  4, 1874,  holding  that  by  reason  thereof  the 
land  was  not  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  company  and  that  as  their 
olri  filings  had  then  expired,  the  case  was  closed. 

lu  view  of  said  allegation,  I  recalled  said  decision  by  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 28,  1889,  aud  on  January  8, 1890  you  returned  the  papers  and  also 
submitted  therewith  the  record  of  the  hearing  au<l  a  copy  of  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  of  *lune4,  1874,  referred  to  in  the  application  of  coun- 
sel for  the  railroad  company. 

The  records  of  your  office  show  that  declaratory  statement  3180  filed 
March  7,  1867  for  the  NW.  J  of  SE.  J  Sec.  3  T.  3  S.,  R.  70  W.,  Denver, 
Colorado,  was  filed  by  Fri'd  Schnauffer  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
filing  for  said  tract  was  ever  made  by  Fred  Shumph  or  by  any  other  per- 
son except  the  one  above  mentioned. 

It  also  appears  that  a  hearing  was  had  in  the  case  of  the  Denver  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  v.  Henry  Moore  and  Fred  Schuauffer,  involving 
the  right  to  the  NW.  J  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  3,  and  other  lauds,  said  N  W.  ^ 
being  embraced  only  in  declaratory  statement  3180  of  Schnauffer ;  that 
upon  the  testimony  taken  at  said  hearing  the  local  officers  found  that 
said  Moore  and  Schnauffer  never  resided  upon,  improved  or  caltivated 
6^d  tract,  aud  on  June  4,  1874,  your  office  in  passing  upon  said  case 
held  as  follows: — 

The  testimony  submitted  shows  that  neither  Moore  or  Schnaaffer  have  ever  re- 
sided upon  or  had  any  improvements  on  the  land  in  contest.-  I  am  therefore  of  the 
opinion  that  at  the  date  of  the  railroad  right  attaching^  there  was  no  valid  sabsist' 
ing  claim  to  the  land  which  excepted  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

The  tilings  of  Moore  and  Schnaaffer  having  long  since  expired  by  limitation,  the 
case  has  been  closed. 

But  at  the  dateof  thedefinite  location  of  the  road  this  tract  was  covered 
by  a  prima  facie  valid  pre-emption  filing  of  record,  and  said  filing  not 
having  expired  at  that  dateexcepted  the  land  from  the  operation  of  the 
grant  for  all  time.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  pre-emptor  under 
sach  filing  inhabited,  cultivated  and  improved  the  tract,  or  made  set- 
tlement thereon,  can  not  be  raised  by  the  company.  Such  a  filing  raises 
a  presumption  of  settlement  as  alleged,  and  of  the  actual  existence  of 
the  claim,  in  the  absence  of  allegations  that  it  was  void  ab  initio,  which 
is  conclusive  as  against  the  grant.  Northern  Pacific  Etailroad  Company 
2497— VOL  11 16 
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v.  Stovenour,  10  L.  D.,  645 ;  IS'ortheru  Pacific  Railroad  Company  t?. 
Fugelli,  ib.,  288 ;  Randall  v.  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  Railroad  Com- 
pany, ib.,  54. 

The  mere  fact  that  theCommlHsiouer,  upon  an  ex  j>art6  hearing  ordered 
upon  the  application  of  the  company,  has  held  that  Schnauffer  never 
resided  upon  the  land,  and  that  therefore  there  was  no  valid  subsisting 
claim  to  the  land  which  excepted  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  will 
not  prevent  the  Departmeat  from  re-adjudicating  that  question  at  any 
time  prior  to  certification,  and  if  (he  lands  so  excepted  had  been  certi- 
fied or  patented,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  this  Department,  under  the  act 
of  March  3, 18S7  (24  Stat.,  556),  to  demand  of  the  company  a  reconvey- 
ance of  the  laud,  and  upon  refusal  of  the  company  to  reconvey,  to 
transmit  the  papers  to  the  Attorney  General  that  proceedings  might  be 
instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  title.  (Boyer  r.  Union  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.  10  L.  D.  568). 

The  additional  record  submitted  with  your  letter  of  January  8, 1890, 
presents  no  grounds  for  reversing  the  decision  of  the  Department  of 
November  30, 1889,  and  it  is  therefore  affirmed. 


PRIVATE  CLAIM— APPEAL-ACT  OP  PEBRUABY  96,  1869. 

Heirs  of  Alpbed  Bent. 

The  proYisioQs  of  section  1,  act  of  February  25, 1869,  do  not  authorize  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  local  officers  on  claims  presented  under  the  Vigil  and  St.  Vrain 
grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler   to  the  CommisHoner  of    the  Oeneral  Land 

Office,  September  1, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  o*f  George  Thompson  from  your  ofSige 
decision  of  October  17, 1888,  refusing  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the  heirs 
of  Alfred  Bent  from  the  judgment  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  Pu- 
eblo, Colorado,  dated  February  23, 1874,  rejecting  their  claim  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  laud  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  private  laud  claim  of 
Gornelio  Vigil  and  Ceran  St.  Yrain,  known  as  the  Las  Animas  grant. 

Thompson  is  the  present  owner  of  the  derivative  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Alfred  Bent,  under  the  Vigil  and  St.  Vrain  grant. 

The  facts  in  connection  with  this  claim  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  vari- 
ous letters  from,  your  office  addressed  to  the  local  officers  at  Pueblo,  and 
to  the  attorneys  in  the  case. 

The  only  question  to  be  determined  at  this  time  is,  should  the  ap- 
peal of  the  heirs  of  Alfred  Bent  from  the  decision  of  the  register  and 
receiver,  dated  February  23,  1874,  rejecting  their  claim  under  said 
grant,  be  taken  up  and  considered  aud  decided  upon  its  merits. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  February  25,  1869  (16  Stat.,  275),  pro- 
vides that  claimants  under  the  Vigil  and  St.  Vrain  grant  may  estab- 
lish their  claims  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver,  but  the 
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act  is  silent  as  to  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  said  officers. 
Yoar  office,  however,  held  that  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Commissioner, 
and  from  his  decision  to  the  Secretary,  existed,  and  Secretary  Delano, 
nnder  dat^s  of  October  27,  1874,  and  January  23,  1875,  affirmed  said 
judgment. 

Soon  after  the  last  mentioned  date,  William  Craig,  one  of  the  deriv- 
ative claimants  under  the  grant,  who  contended  that  the  right  of  ap- 
peal did  not  exist,  made  application  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  an  order  directing  the  surveyor-general  of  Colorado  to  issue 
to  him  a  plat  of  the  land  awarded  to  him  by  the  register  and  receiver. 
The  President  referred  the  question  involved  to  the  Attorney  GK3neral 
for  an  expression  of  bis  opinion.  In  this  opinion,  rendered  May  15, 
1876  (15  Opinions  Attorney-General,  94),  the  Attorney  General,  after 
full  consideration  of  the  question,  held  that  no  appeal  could  be  enter- 
tained by  the  Land  Department  from  the  decision  of  the  register  and 
receiver.  Acting  upon  this  opinion,  the  President  directed  that  plats 
of  the  land  awarded  to  Craig  by  the  register  and  receiver  issue  to  him, 
thus  holding  that  the  decision  rendered,  by  those  officers  was  final. 

On  July  3, 1877,  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon 
the  application  of  Thomas  Leitensdorfer  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to 
compel  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  proceed  with 
the  hearing  of  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver 
in  a  case  similar  to  the  one  now  under  consideration,  denied  said  ap- 
plication holding  that  no  appeal  lay  in  such  a  case,  and  in  the  case  of 
Craig  V.  Leitensdorfer,  decided  at  the  «.^ctober  term,  1887  (123  TT.  S., 
189),  the  supreme  court  declined  to  express  any  opinion  on  that  ques- 
tion. 

The  Department  is  thus  left  without  the  guidance  of  a  decision  by 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  on  this  importantquestion.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  would  be  justified,  at  this 
time,  in  holding  to  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  expressed  by  these  high 
officers  of  the  government,  and  the  judicial  tribunal  named. 

I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  action  of  Secretary  Teller,  in 
the  case  of  Rafael  Chacon  (2  L.  D.,  590),  and  by  the  further  fact  that 
approved  plats  of  survey,  of  the  land  awarded  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, have  been  delivered  to  the  claimants,  as  evidence  of  title,  for  all 
the  land  confirmed  to  Vigil  and  St.  Train  by  the  act  of  June  1, 1860 
(12  Stat.  71),  with  the  exception  of  3042  acres,  and  of  this  amount  3006 
acres  were  awarded  to  different  claimants  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
and  the  claims  are  now  awaiting  adjustment  by  the  Land  Department. 

The  government  has  thus  parted  with  all  the  title  it  possessed  to 
nearly  all  the  land  confirmed,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  land 
embraced  within  the  exterior  limits  of  the  grant  l\as  been  declared  sub- 
ject to  settlement  and  entry  under  the  public  land  laws. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  affirmed. 
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SWAMP  LAND  CLAIM-WAIVER. 

State  op  Illinois  (Moultrie  County). 

The  claim  of  the  State,  while  pendlDK  ou  adjastmeut,  should  not  be  considered  as 
^'waived,"  in  the  absence  of  a  formal  waiver,  filed  with  the 'record,  and  signed 
by  the  agent  of  the  State,  or  his  duly  authorized  deputy. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  August 

30,  1890. 

The  State  of  lUiDois  has  appealed  from  yoar  ofiSce  decisiou  of  Jan- 
uary 22, 1886,  rejecting  its  application  for  cash  indemnity  for  certain 
lands  in  Monltrie  county,  in  said  State,  alleged  to  be  swamp  and  over- 
flowed, and  if  so,  inuring  to  the  State  under  the  acts  of  September  28, 
1850  (9  Stat.,  519),  and  March  2,  la^iS  (10  Stat.,  634). 

There  are  eight  allegations  of  error,  which  are  word  for  word  the 
same  as  the  first  eight  allegations  of  error  in  the  case  of  Champaign 
county,  lUiuois  (10  L.  D.,  121)  ;.and  the  case  at  bar,  being  in  all  essen- 
tial respects  similiar  to  the  Champaign  county  case,  will  be  reconsidered 
and  disposed  of  by  your  office  in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down 
therein. 

The  special  agent  of  your  office  (Mr.  A.  B.  Evans),  in  his  report,  has 
written  opposite  a  considerable  number  of  descriptions,  "  State  waives,'' 
and  attached  to  your  office  decision  appealed  from  is  a  memorandum, 
reading :  "  The  State  offered  no  proof  on  any  of  the  tracts  held  for  rejec- 
tion, and  waived  its  claim."  It  would  seem  that  if  the  State  had  waived 
its  claim  to  all  the  tracts  held  for  rejection  by  your  office,  it  would  not 
appeal  from  your  office  decision  holding  the  same  for  rejection  ]  but  in 
the  record  I  find  a  certified  copy  of  the  following  resolution  passed  by 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  Moultrie  county,  on  the  14th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1886 : 

Besolvedf  That  the  State  Agent,  Isaac  R.  Hitt,  be  requested  to  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
in  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  Moultrie  county,  Illinois,  v.  The  United  States,  growing 
out  of  the  swamp-land  grant. 

This  is  but  one  of  several  cases,  in  the  investigation  of  claims  for 
swamp- land  indemnity  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  the  special  agent 
has  alleged  that  the  State  had  waived  its  claim,  but  where  the  county 
authorities  (acting  for  the  State),  or  the  State  agent,  denied  having 
made  any  waiver.  The  only  safe  rule  to  follow  in  this  respect  is  that 
laid  down  in  the  case  of  Dallas  county,  Iowa  (decided  by  the  Depart- 
ment February  14, 1890 — not  reported) : 

Yon  will  consider  a  claim  as  waived  only  where  a  formal  waiver,  signed  by  the  State 
agent  or  his  duly  authorized  deputy,  is  to  be  found  on  file  in  the  record. 
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RAILROAD  LANDS-ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1887. 

Instructions. 

The  right  of  purchase  from  the  governmeDt,  coDferred  by.  section  5,  act  of  March  3, 
1887,  is  not  limited  to  the  immediate  purchaser  from  the  company,  hat  may  be  ex- 
ercised by  any  bona  fide  purchaser  of  the  land  who  has  the  requisite  qualification 
in  the  matter  of  citizenship ;  and  if  the  applicant  is  not  the  original  purchaser 
from  the  company  it  is  immaterial  what  the  qualifications  of  his  immediate 
grantor,  or  the  intervening  purchasers  may  have  been. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommiasioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

30,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  commanication  of  August  1,  1890,  relating  to 
the  act  of  Marcii  3,  1^87  (24  Stat.,  556),  and  the  departmental  circular 
of  instructions  issued  thereunder  February  13, 1889  (8  L.  D.,  348),  based 
upon  the  case  of  Samuel  L.  Campbell  (id.,  27).  You  caH  attention  to 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  and  to  that  part  of  the  circular  applicable 
thereto. 

This  section  provides : 

That  where  any  said  company  shall  have  sold  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  persons  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such  citizens,  as  a  part  of  its 
grant,  lands  not  conveyed  to  or  for  the  use  of  such  company,  said  lands  being  the 
nambered  sections  prescribed  in  the  grant,  and  being  coterminous  with  the  constructed 
parts  of  said  road,  and  where  the  lands  so  sold  are  for  any  reason  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant  to  said  company,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  bonafidt  purchaser 
thereof  from  said  company  to  make  payment  to  the  United  States  for  said  lands  at 
the  ordinary  government  price  for  like  lands,  and  thereupon  patents  shall  issue  there- 
for to  the  said  bona  fide  purchaser  his  heirs  or  assigns  :  Provided,  That  all  lands  shall 
be  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  this  section  which|  at  the  date  of  such  sales  were 
in  the  bona  fide  occupation  of  adverse  claimants  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  claims  and  occupation  have  not  since  been  vol- 
antanly  abandoned,  as  to  which  excepted  lands  the  said  pre-emption  and  homestead 
claimants  shall  be  permitted  to  perfect  their  proofs  and  entries  and  receive  patents 
therefor :  Provided  further.  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  lands  settled  upon  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  day  of  December.  1882,  by  persons  claiming  to  enter  the  same  under 
the  settlement  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  to  which  lauds  the  parties  claiming  the 
same  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  prove  up  and  enter  as  in  other  like  cases. 

The  circular  prescribes  ;that  applicants  to  purchase  under  this  section 
must  submit  proof  showing,  among  other  things — 

:<.  That  it  (the  land)  was  sold  by  the  company  to  the  applicant,  or  one  under  whom 
he  claims,  as  a  part  of  its  grant,  and 

7.  Tb:iC  the  applicant  is,  or  has  declared  his  iuteution  to  become,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States. 

You  state  that — 

Under  the  instructions,  either  the  original  purchaser,  or  his  transferee,  may  pur- 
chase under  this  section,  and  in  the  event  that  the  applicant  be  the  transferee  of  the 
original  purchaser,  he  is  only  required  to  show  that  he  is,  or  has  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
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Commenting  thereon  you  further  say — 

A  reading  of  the  act  >yill  show  that  only  such  sales  as  had  heen  made  by  the  com- 
pany to  a  citizen,  or  person  having  declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  were  to  be 
respected;  in  other  words,  it  was  to  defeat  purchases  by  foreigners,  and  the  section 
required  the  bona  fide  purchaser  of  the  company  to  make  payment  to  the  United 
States.  As  the  instructions  stand,  if  the  purchaser  from  the  company  was  a  foreigner, . 
and  he  sold  to  a  citizen,  the  citizen  might  make  proof,  and  thus  the  intention  of  the 
statute  is  indirectly  defeated. 

You  thereupon  express  the  opinion  *<  that  the  statute  eontemplated 
the  purchase  to  be  made  by  or  through  the  original  purchaser  of  the 
company,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  shown  that  ke  is  such  a  person 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  act ; "  and  you  recommend  that  the  instruc- 
tions be  amended  accordingly. 

Your  construction  of  the  act  seems  to  be  based  upon  the  theory  that 
the  transferee  of  the  immediate  purchaser  from  the  company  must  nee* 
essarily  occupy  the  same  position,  as  regards  his  right  to  purchase  from 
the  government,  as  that  of  his  immediate  grantor ;  in  other  words,  if 
the  original  purchaser  from  the  company  is  for  any  reason  not  qualified 
to  purchase  from  the  government,  no  grantee  of  such  original  purchaser 
whether  otherwise  qualified  or  not,  can  become  a  purchaser  under  the 
act. 

I  do  not  think  this  construction  is  sound.  The  section  in  queistion 
was  evidently  intended  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  having  declared  their  intention  to  become 
such,  who  in  good  faith,  shall  have  purchased  lands  within  the  limits  of 
railroad  grants  and  coterminous  with  constructed  parts  of  the  roads, 
with  the  bona  fide  belief  that  the  company  had  title  thereto.  It  can 
make  no  difference,  in  my  judgment,  whether  the  applicant  is  the  im- 
mediate purchaser  from  the  company,  or  a  purchaser  one  or  more  de- 
grees removed.  If  he  is  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of  t4ie  land,  and  lias  the 
required  qualifications  as  to  citizenship,  he  is  within  the  intend m'-iit  of 
the  statute,  and  if  he  be  not  the  original  purchaser  from  the  company 
it  is  immaterial  what  the  qualifications  of  his  immediate  grantor,  or  the 
intervening  purchasers  may  have  been.  If  his  immediate  grantor  was 
a  foreigner,  and  his  purchase  was  simply  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
title  from  the  government  for  the  benefit  of  the  foreigner,  he  would  not 
be  a  &ona^efepurchaser,  and  would  not  therefore  come  within  the  terms 
of  the  act. 

It  was  not  in  any  sense,  the  intention  of  Congress  to  confirm  sales 
made  by  the  company,  but  rather  to  afford  to  citizens,  or  persons  hav- 
ing declared  their  intention  to  become  such,  who  were  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers of  lands  to  which  the  company  had  no  title,  a  means  of  acquir- 
ing title  from  the  government,  to  the  exclusion  of  settlers  or  purchasers 
under  the  general  land  laws. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  instructions  in  question  are  sufliriently 
exi)licit,  and  that  they  properly  declare  the  law. 
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SIOTTX  rN^DIAN  LANDS-HOMESTEAD. 

RiCHABD  Griffin, 

A  homestead  entry  erroneonsly  allowed  for  land  within  the  Sioux  Indian  reservation, 
,    may  remain  intact,  on  the  release  of  said  land  from  snch  reservation,  and  take 

effect  as  of  the  date  when  the  land  was  opened  to  settlement. 
Agricultural  lands,  formerly  within  said  reseryation,  and  opened  to  settlement  under 

the  act  of  March  2,  1889,  are  subject  to  disposition  only  under  the  homestead 

law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  2,  1890i 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Eichard  Griffin  from  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  June  9,  1887,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
entry  No.  14,821,  of  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  21,  T.  104  N.,  E.  69  W.,  and  also 
his  timber  culture  entry,  No.  11,182,  of  the  S  W.  J  of  said  section,  town- 
ship and  range,  Mitchell  land  district.  South  Dakota,  both  dated  Novem- 
ber 26, 1880,  because  said  entries  were  "  within  the  limits  of  the  Sioux 
Indian  reservation  in  Dakota  Territory." 

It  appears  that  one  of  the  boundaries  of  said  reservation  was  not 
clearly  defined  by  the  first  survey  thereof,  so  that  settlers  were  liable 
to  locate  upon  the  reserved  lands ;  that  it  was  generally  understood 
that  American  creek  was  the  boundary  of  "  the  Crow  creek  reserve  "  on 
the  south ;  that  said  creek  was  in  fact  the  southern  boundary  of  said 
reservation,  so  far  as  it  had  any  well  defined  channel  east  to  the  range 
line,  between  the  ranges  Nos.  69  and  70  W. ;  that  in  1882  the  southern 
boundary  was  fixed  by  a  survey,  which  showed  that  the  land  covered 
by  said  entries  was  within  the  Indian  reservation. 

In  an  affidavit,  dated.May  19,  1886,  and  duly  corroborated,  Mr.  Grif- 
fin swoars  that  he  commenced  residing  upon  his  said  homestead  about 
May  1, 1881,  and  has  continuously  lived  upon  and  improved  said  tract 
until  the  date  of  said  affidavit;  that  he  came  to  the  local  office  to  make 
final  proof  in  support  of  his  homestead  claim,  when  he  learned,  for  the 
first  time,  that  his  entry  had  been  suspended  by  your  office,  on  Novem- 
ber 14, 1882 ;  that  when  he  entered  said  tract  he  received  from  said 
local  office  a  plat  which  showed  that  all  of  township  104,  range  69, 
south  of  the  American  creek,  was  subject  to  entry  and  no  part  of  the 
Indian  reservation ;  that  by  a  subsequent  survey  all  of  the  land  in  said 
township,  north  of  the  south  line  of  affiant's  said  homestead  falls  within 
the  reservation ;  that  he  made  said  entry  in  good  faith  ;  that  he  ^'  con- 
tested the  timber  entry  on  the  west,"  adjoining  his  homestead,  and 
upon  the  cancellation  thereof,  made  said  timber  culture  entry,  upon 
wbich  he  had  broken  nearly  eleven  acres ;  that  in  view  of  the  foregoing 
facts,  said  Griffin  requested  that  his  said  entries  '^  be  allowed  to  stand 
until  such  time  as  the  Indian  reservation  bill,  now  before  Congress, 
shall  be  finally  passed  upon." 
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Your  office  denied  said  application  on  June  9, 1887,  and  held  said 
entries  for  cancellation,  as  aforesaid. 

The  appeal  and  specification  of  errors  are  defective  in. being  too  gen- 
eral, and  might  be  dismissed  for  that  reason.  Bat,  in  view  of  the  sub- 
sequent legislation  of  Congress  by  which  a  portion  of  said  reservation, 
including  the  land  in  question,  was  opened  to  settlement,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  examine  the  record  in  this  case. 

By  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  888),  the  Sioux  reservation  was 
divided  into  separate  reservations,  with  distinct  boundaries,  and  the 
residue,  including  the  land  in  question,  was  released  to  the  United 
States. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  question  of  the  good  faith  of  the  ap- 
plicant, and  I  see  no  good  reason  why  his  said  homestead  entry  should 
not  be  allowed  to  remain  intact,  and  take  effect  from  the  date  when  the 
land  covered  thereby  became  subject  to  settlement  under  the  provisions 
of  said  act  of  1889,  and  the  claimant  allowed  to  perfect  his  entry  under 
the  requirements  of  said  act.   * 

Inasmuch  as  section  12  of  the  act  expressly  provides  <^  that  ail  lands 
adapted  to  agriculture,  with  or  without  irrigation,  so  sold  or  released  to 
the  United  States  by  any  Indian  tribe,  shall  be  held  by  the  United  States 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  securing  homes  to  actual  and  bona  fide  settlers 
only,  in  tracts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  any  one 
person,''  etc.,  it  is  apparent  that  Mr.  Griffin  can  not  acquire  title  to  the 
land  covered  by  his  timber  culture  entry,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
timber  culture  act,  for  the  reason  this  land  is  only  subject  to  homestead 
entry.    His  said  timber  culture  entry  must  therefore  be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 


PBACTIC£— RES  JUDICATA. 

Maey  0.  Stephenson. 

A  decision  of  theDepartment,  long  acquiesced  in,  will  not  be  reconsidered  on  the  mere 
allegation  of  error  in  construing  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  tlis  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  2, 1890. 

I  have  before  me  a  motion  filed  on  the  24th  nit.  for  review  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Department,  dated  December  3, 1886,  affirming  the  action 
of  your  office  in  inserting  in  a  soldiers'  additional  homestead  certificate 
issued  to  Mary  0.  Stephenson,  widow  of  Alexander  C.  Stephenson,  a 
clause  requiring  her  to  furnish  at  date  of  entry,  evidence  "that  she  is 
still  the  widow  of  A.  0.  Stephenson."  With  the  record  is  a  letter  from 
A.  A.  Hosmer,  tbe  attorney  in  the  case,  requesting  that  the  motion  "  be 
considered  as  a  petition  for  the  exercise  of  the  supervisory  jurisdiction 
of  the  Secretary  and  that  he  will  direct  the  issue  of  a  new  certificate  of 
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Mrs.  StepheDson's  right,  omitting  therefrom  the  clause  interpolated  in 
the  one  previously  issued  requiring  her  to  submit  to  the  district  land 
office  proof  at  the  date  of  filing  her  application  for  an  additional  entry, 
that  she  is  still  living  and  has  not  remarried — thus  making  the  certifi- 
cate conform  to  the  fules  and  practice  adhered  to  in  all  other  like  cases. 

It  appears  that  on  March  15,  1883,  Mrs.  Stephenson  made  application 
to  your  office  for  a  certificate  of  her  right,  as  widow  of  said  Alexander 
C,  to  make  soldiers'  additional  homestead  entry  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  On  May  11, 1885,  your  office  issued  a  certificate  of  the 
ri^ht  but  with  the  clause  above  described  inserted.  It  appears  the  at- 
torney protested  and  thereupon,  by  decision  of  October  19, 1885,  Com- 
missioner Sparks  formally  refused  to  eliminate  said  clause  from  the 
certificate  (.l  L.  D.,  264).  Appeal  was  taken  and  on  December  3, 1886, 
the  action  of  your  office  was  affirmed  by  the  Department.  From  that 
time  the  matter  has  rested. 

Section  2304  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  describes  the  classes  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  are  entitled  under  section  2306  to  make  additional  home- 
stead entry.    The  latter  section  provides  that 

Every  person  entitled  auder  the  provisions  of  section  *2304  to  ent-er  a  homestead, 
who  may  have  heretofore  entered  under  the  homestead  law  a  quantity  of  land  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  he  permitted  to  enter  so  much  land  as  when 
added  to  the  quantity  previonsly  entered,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres. 

Seetion  2307  provides 

In  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  who  would  be  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the 
provisions  of  section  23  4,  his  widow,  if  unmarried,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  mar- 
riage, then  his  minor  orphan  children,  by  a  guardian  duly  appointed  and  officially 
accredited  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
ennmerated  in  this  chapter,  subject  to  all  the  provisions  as  to  settlement  and  improve- 
ment therein  contained. 

In  his  said  decision  the  Commissioner,  after  setting  out  these  enact- 
ments, said : 

Any  one  can  see  by  a  glance  at  the  statutes  referred  to.  that  Mrs.  Stephenson's 
rif^ht  to  additional  entry  depends  upon  her  continuing  to  be  the  widow  of  A.  C. 
Stephenson  ;  that  if  she  has  since  remarried,  or  died,  the  right  belongs  to  minor 
orphan  children,  if  any,  or  ceases  altogether,  as  a  claim  against  the  United  States 

I  regard  all  cases  of  the  kind  as  properly  subject  to  the  same  rule.     1 

am  not  aware  that  any  certificate  has  been  issued  indisregard  thereof  since  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  point,  in  the  Stephenson  case,  and  if  any  has  been,  it  has 
resulted  from  inatlverteuce. 

There  are  no  new  facts  presented  with  this  application.  The  ques- 
tion is  the  same  that  was  passed  on  by  the  Department  in  1886,  the 
issue  being  that  the  regulations  of  the  Department  did  not  authorize 
the  insertion  of  said  clause.  This  issue  was  presented  to  the  Secretary 
and  by  him  decidcii  against  the  claimant.  In  this  decision  claimant 
has  acquiesced  for  almost  four  years.  In  the  meantime  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  secure  another  examination  of  the  case,  and  no  reason 
is  assigned  for  the  delay.    Under  these  circumstances,  the  Department 
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can  not  undertake  to  reopen  the  case  on  a  mere  allegation  that  the 
decision  was  erroneous.  The  amount  of  routine  work  is  already  great, 
the  claims  of  those  who  are  here  ina*egular  order  are  pressing,  and 
to  open  this  case  and  re-examine  it  on  its  merits  would  be  to  invite 
applications  for  re-examination  of  all  cases  decided  since  I8.S4>,  iti 
which  errors  of  law  might  be  alleged.  Such  an  undertaking  can  not  be 
assumed.  The  Department  has  repeatedly  refused  such  applications. 
State  of  Kansas  (5  L.  D.,  243) ;  A.  T.  Lamphere  (8  L.  D.,  134).  See 
also  State  of  Oregon  (9  L.  D.,  360). 

The  attorney'  urges  that  the  decision  of  the  Department  was  inadvert- 
ent. There  is  no  proof  of  this  allegation,  and  the  presumption  is  to 
the  contrarv.  Furthermore,  the  record  shows  the  issue  was  clearlv 
presented. 

The  application  is  accordingly  dismissed.  This  disposition  of  the 
case  renders  it  unnecessary  to  consider  the  cases  cited  *by  applicant  as 
at  variance  with  the  decision  of  1886,  supra. 


MINING  CLAIM— EQUITABLE  ADJUDICATION. 

SiLVEB  King  Quaetz  Mine. 

A  mineral  entry  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication  where  the 
published  notice  of  application  is  not  as  explicit  in  the  matter  of  description  as 
the  notice  posted  on  the  claim. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  September  3,  1890. 

In  the  matter  of  mineral  entry  No.  59,  made  July  20,  1887,  for  the 
**  Silver  King  Quartz  Mine,"  lot  37,  T.  10  N.,  B.  1  E.,  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia,  the  Oro  Grande  Mining  Company  appeals  from  your  office  decis- 
ion of  December  12,  1888,  requiring  republication  (and  posting)  of  the 
application  for  patent  to  said  claim. 

The  order  appealed  from  was  made  for  the  reason  that  in  the  pub- 
lished notice  of  the  application,  upon  which  the  said  entry  was  allowed, 
the  description  of  the  course  and  distance  of  the  line  (shown  by  the 
survey),  connecting  the  claim  with  the  public  surveys,  had  been 
omitted. 

It  appears  that  on  September  21, 1885,  Charles  T.  Bradley  and  others 
filed  an  application  for  patent  for  said  Silver  King  mine  and  also  for 
the  adjoining  Calico  Queen  claim ;  that  the  latter  was,  on  November 
19, 1885,  ^^adversed;"  and  said  application,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
Calico  Queen),  was  withdrawn  June  18, 1887 ;  that  during  the  fall  of 
1885  notice  of  the  Silver  King  application,  showing  the  exterior  bound- 
aries and  location  of  said  claim,  with  reference  to  those  adjoining,  was 
duly  published,  and  was  posted  in  the  local  office,  together  with  the 
official  plat  showing  said  connecting  line,  on  the  claim. 
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In  the  similar  case  of  Mimbres  Mining  Company  (8  L.  D.,  457),  where 
a  description  of  the  line  connecting  the  claim  with  the  public  surveys 
had  been  omitted  from  the  published  notice  of  application,  the  Depart- 
ment held  that,  if  the  same  is  not'as  explicit  in  the  matter  of  descrip- 
tion as  the  notice  posted  on  the  claim,  such  defect  is  properlj"  charge- 
able to  the  register,  and  may  be  cured  by  reference  to  the  board  of 
equitable  adjudication.  The  case  at  bar  is  in  my  opinion  clearly  within 
the  rule  stated.    The  entry  in  question  will  therefore  b^  so  referred. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY^COMMUTATION— EQIHTABLB  ADJUDICATION. 

Susie  Oobey. 

The  right  of  commutation  depends  upon  prior  compliance  with  the  homestead  law. 

Where  a  homesteader  in  good  faith  cultivates  and  improves  his  land,  but  dies  with- 
out having  established  residence  thereon,  the  widow  may  submit  proof  showing 
her  residence  on  the  land,  and  connection  with  the  claim,  after  the  death  of  the 
entryman,  with  the  vidw  to  an  equitable  confirmation  of  the  entry. 

An  appeal  regularly  taken  under  the  rules  of  practice  should  not  be  dismissed. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office j  September  3,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Snsie  Corey,  on  appeal  from  your  office 
decision  of  February  16, 1889,  dismissing  her  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  local  officers  rejecting  her  final  proof  of  homestead  entry  for 
SW.  1,  Sec.  12,  T.  138  N.,  E.  78  W.,  Bismarck,  North  Dakota,  land  dis- 
trict. 

Her  late  husband,  Emer  N.  Corey,  deceased,  made  homestead  entry 
fur  this  land  on  June  8, 1883.  He  died  December  12, 18^i6,  and  the 
claimant  as  his  widow,  offered  final  proof  on  October  2, 1888,  which  was 
rejected  by  the  local  officers,  from  which  decision  she  appealed  and  your 
office  on  February  16, 1889,  dismissed  her  appeal  from  which  decision 
she  again  appealed. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  her  appeal  was  regularly  taken  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice ;  there  was  no  motion  to  dismiss 
it  and  the  decision  dismissing  it  was  erroneously  made. 

The  testimony  shows,  that  Corey  in  his  lifetime,  made  said  entry 
while  he  was  holding  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  Dakota  Territory ;  that  he  went 
upon  the  land  in  1883  and  caused  valuable  improvements  to  be  made 
thereon  and  cultivated  the  laud  each  year  up  to  his  death ;  that  be  in- 
tended to  make  his  residence  on  the  land,  and  his  improvements  and 
cultivation  were  to  that  end,  but  he  retained  his  residence  in  Bismarck 
until  his  death. 


236  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

In  April,  1887,  the  claimaut  Sasie  Oorey  moved  with  her  children  onto 
the  land  and  has  since  made  her  residence  thereon.  Emer  N.  Oorey  was 
a  private  in  Co.  A,  179th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  bat  the  evidence 
does  not  show  the  length  of  time  for  which  he  is  entitled  to  credit  by 
reason  of  military  service.  ^ 

While  your  decision  dismissed  her  appeal,  you  passed  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case  and  allowed  her  to  commute  the  entry  under  section  2301, 
U.  S.  Revised  Statutes, 

By  the  uniform  decisions  of  this  Department — ^^  The  right  of  com- 
mutation depends  upon  prior  compliance  with  the  homestead  law.'^ 
Saml.  H.  Vandivoort  (7  L.  D.,  86);  Greenwood  v.  Peters  (4  L.  D.,  237), 
Frank  W.  Hewitt,  8  L.  D.,  566. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  the  entryman  during  his  lifetime  did  not  make 
a  legal  residence  upon  the  land,  and  his  improvements,  though  valua- 
ble are  not  the  equivalent  of  residence.  His  widow,  however,  estab- 
lished, and  has  maintained  a  residence  since  April,  1887. 

Oonsidering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  apparent  good 
faith  of  the  entryman  and  this  claimant,  the  fact  that  she  is  entitled  to 
some  credit  for  the  military  service  of  her  late  husband,  and  the  neglect 
to  show  the  length  of  time  for  which  such  credit  should  be  given,  there 
being  no  adverse  claim,  the  claimant  will  be  allowed  ninety  days  f^om 
notice  hereof  within  which  to  make  further  proof,  showing  all  the  facts 
as  to  her  connection  with  the  land  since  October,  1888,  also  the  length 
of  time  for  which  she  is  entitled  to  credit  by  reason  of  the  military  serv- 
ice of  her  late  husband,  and  if  such  additional  proof,  with  that  on  file, 
shows  a  substantial  compliance  with  law,  the  proof,  in  the  absence  of 
protest  or  adverse  claim,  will  be  accepted,  certificate  issued,  and  the 
entry  referred  to  the  board  of  Equitable  Adjudication  for  its  considera- 
tion under  the  appropriate  rule.  See  E.  M.  Dronberger  (10  L.  D.,  88), 
also  Rule  33 — Rules  of  board  of  Equitable  Adjudication  (10  L.  D.,  503)* 

Your  decision  is  modiHed  accordingly. 


MINING  CLAIM— StJRVEY—CIRCUI-AR  OF  DECEMBER  4,  1884. 

Plevna  Lode. 

The  surface  right  is  an  adjunct  of  the  locle  claim,  and  cannot  extend  beyond  the 
point  where  the  lode  intersects  the  exterior  line  of  a  senior  location. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  3,  1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  Ontario  Silver  Mining  Company  from  your 
office  decision  of  December  10,  1887,  requiring  the  survey  under 
which  the  Ontario  Silver  Mining  Company  made  mineral  entry  No. 
1,161,  November  17, 1885  for  the  Plevna  lode  mining  claim  situated  in 
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tbe  Ointah  mining  district,  Sammit  coanty,  Salt  Lake  Gity  hiiid  dis- 
trict, Utah  to  be  amended.  The  "Plevna"  claim  was  located  Ala.v  19, 
1885,  surveyed  May  21,  1886,  and  the  survey  approved  June  9th  lollow- 
ing.  Application  for  patent  therefor  was  filed  July  27,  1885,  and  pub- 
lication began  five  days  thereafter.  Said  survey  overlaps  on  its  east- 
erly end  the  '*  Clara''  lode  claim,  which  was  located  June  28,  1872. 

You  held  that  in  making  said  survey,  the  principle  announced  in 
circalar  **lSj^  approved  December  4,  1881,  (3  L.  D.,  540,  had  been  dis- 
regarded, and  directed  that  "  within  that  portion  of  the  *  Plevna '  sur- 
vey, to  which  the  claimant's  rights  are  restricted  by  said  circular,  it 
must  have  a  new  survey  of  its  claim  made,  the  end  lines  of  which  must 
be  parallel." 

Section  one  of  said  ciroular  provides  that  the  rights  granted  to  loca- 
tors are  restricted  to  locations  on  veins,  lodes,  or  ledges,  situated  on 
the  public  domain,  and  directs* that  when  the  survey  conflicts  with  a 
prior  valid  lade  claim  or  entry,  and  the  ground  in  conflict  is  excluded, 
the  claimant's  right  to  the  lode  claimed  terminates  where  the  lode  iu^its 
onward  course  or  strike  intersects  the  exterior  boundary  of  such  ex- 
cluded ground  and  passes  within  if  Section  two  of  said  circular  pro- 
vides furthei;,  that ''  the  end  lines  of  survey  should  not,  therefore,  be 
established  beyond  such  intersection,  unless  it  should  be  necessary  so 
to  do  for  the  purpose  of  including  ground  hold  and  claimed  under  a  loca- 
tion, which  was  made  upon  public  land  and  valid  at  the  time  it  was 
made." 

Id  the  present  case  no  part  of  the  space  in  conflict  is  embraced  in  the 
"  Plevna "  application  or  entry,  but  said  space  is  expressly  excluded 
therefrom.  From  the  survey  as  it  now  stands,  the  lode,  which  is  pre- 
sumably in  the  center  of  the  claim,  strikes  the  exterior  line  of  the 
^'  Clara"  lode  claim,  at  a  point  westerly  of  the  line  surveyed  as  its  east- 
erly end  line. 

As  ^as  held  in  the  similar  case  of  the  Engineer  Mining  and  Develop- 
ing Company  (8  L.  D.,  361),  the  surface  right,  being  simply  an  adjunct 
to  the  lode  claim,  could  not  extend  beyond  the  termination  of  such 
claim,  to  wit:  the  point  where  the  lode  intersects  the  exterior  line  of 
the  senior  location. 

It  was,  therefore,  proper  to  require  the  end  lines  of  the  survey  to  be 
re-adjusted,  so  as  to  accord  with  the  requirement  of  the  circular  re- 
ferred to. 

Tbe  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


Lasget  et  ax.  v.  Black. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  February  13^ 
1890, 10  L.  Q.,  156,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary  Chandler,  September  4, 
1890. 
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PRACTICE— CERTIORARI-RULE  84, 

Peterson  t?.  Fort. 

Au  application  for  certiorari  will  be  denied  if  not  made  under  oath. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  4,  1890. 

Catherine  Peterson  by  her  attorney  has  filed  an  application  for  an 
order  directing  yonr  office  to  certify  to  this  Department  the  record  of  pro- 
ceiidings  in  the  case  of  Catherine  Peterson  v.  George  W.  Fort,  involving 
homestead  entry  No.  11,800  made  by  Minnie  F.  Conrad  (nee  Fort)  for 
the  E.  i  of  N W.  i,  NW.  J  of  NW.  J  Sec.  20  and  NE.  i  of  NB.  J  Sec.  19  T. 
32  N..  B.  15  W./Niobrara,  Nebraska  land  district  She  sets  forth  in 
said  application  that  she  filed  in  yoar  office  a  good  and  safficient  appeal 
from  a  certain  decision  rendered  by  yon  adversely  to  her  In  said  case, 
and  that  you  denied  said  appeal  becanse  not  filed  in  time. 

Rule  83,  rules  of  practice,  provides  that  parties  may  apply  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  an  order  directing  the  Commissioner  to  certify  proceeding  to 
him,  in  certain  cases  and  rule  84,  provides  that : — 

Applications  to  the  Secretary  nnder  the  preceding  rule  shall  be  made  in  writing 
under  oath,  and  shall  fuUy  and  specifically  set  forth  the  grounds  upon  which  the  ap* 
plication  is  made. 

The  application  before  me  is  not  made  ^^  under  oath "  and  can  not 
therefore  be  considered  as  the  basis  for  the  writ  of  certiorari  asked  for. 
The  application  is  therefore  denied. 


RAILROAD  GRA7>rr— MINERAL.  LAXD. 

Central  Pacific  R.  E.  Co.  et  al.  v.  Valentine. 

The  discovery  of  the  mineral  character  of  land  at  any  time  prior  to  the  issuance  of 
patent  therefor,  or  certification  where  patent  is  notrequired,  effectually  excludes 
such  land  from  a  railroad  grant  which  contains  a  provision  exoeptins  all  mineral 
lauds  therefrom. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  August 

30,  1890. 

The  lands  involved  in  this  case  are  described  as  lots  1,  2,  3  and  4, 
and  the  SEJ  of  the  SE^,  Sec.  33  T.  15  K,  B.  9  E.,  Sacremento,  California. 

The  traets  are  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  gfrant  to  the  Central 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  under  the  acts  of  July  1, 1862,  (12  Stats., 
489),  and  July  2,  1864  (13  Stats.,  356),  being  situated  less  than  five 
miles  from  the  line  of  said  company's  road  as  definitely  located  and  con- 
structed. The  public  surveys  were  extended  over  them  in  1865.  The 
official  survey  of  the  township  was  approved  by  the  surveyor-general 
December  26,  1865,  and  the  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office 
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March  2^,  1866.  The  tracts  in  question  were  designated  on  the  plat  as 
agricaltaral  lands.  The  map  of  definite  location  of  the  company's  road 
opposite  thereto),  was  filed  October  27, 1866,  although  the  road  appears 
to  have  been  constructed  as  early  as  Septeml>er,  1865. 

In  March,  1866,  the ''  Rising  Sun  "  lode  claim,  running  from  a  point  near 
the  northeast  corner,  to  a  point  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  SE.  ^  of 
said  section  33,  was  located  by  one  Neff,  and  on  May  11,  1870,  patent 
was  issued  therefor  without  protest  or  objection  by  the  railroad  company. 
A  segregation  survey  of  this  claim  was  made  prior  to  patent,  and  thus 
was  rendered  necessary  the  ''  lotting''  of  the  lands  in  the  quarter  sec- 
tion not  included  in  such  claim,  except  as  to  the  SE.  i  thereof,  which 
was  left  intact.  In  1866,  a  lode  claim,  then  called  the  *^  Milford  Claim," 
was  located  immediately  south  of  and  adjoining  the  ^'  Rising  Sun." 
This  claim  was  relocated  in  July,  1883,  by  Phillip  Nicholas  and  Joseph 
Werry,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Big  Oak  Tree"  quartz  claim.  Other 
lode  claims  were  located  immediately  adjoining  the  ^^  Rising  Sun,"  as 
follows :  ^^  The  Golden  Eagle,"  to  the  north  and  east,  in  August,  1883 ; 
the  •*  Werry  Claim,"  to  the  west,  in  January,  1884,  and  the  "  Little  Pine 
Tree,"  to  the  south  and  west  in  July,  1883. 

On  August  18, 1885,  the  railroad  company  applied  to  the  local  office 
for  a  hearing  to  determine  the  character  of  certain  lands,  including 
the  tracts  here  in  question.  The  hearing  was  accordingly  had,  but  for 
some  unexplained  reason,  no  evidence  was  introduced  thereat  relative 
to  these  tracts.  Your  office  thereupon  held,  on  November  11, 1886, 
that  the  return  of  the  surveyor-general  as  to  the  character  thereof  was 
unchanged  by  the  testimony,  but  erroneously  stated  the  return  to  be 
that  the  lands  were- mineral  in  character. 

The  lands  were  listed  by  the  railroad  company  on  December  3, 1885, 
as  having  inured  to  it  under  its  said  grant,  but  they  have  never  been 
certified  or  patented  to  the  company. 

On  January  28, 1888,  your  office,  upon  the  petition  of  the  defendant, 
8.  D.  Valentine,  directed  that  a  hearing  be  had  to  ascertain  the  char- 
acter of  said  lands,  with  a  view  to  determining  the  rights  of  the  con- 
tending claimants  relative  thereto.  The  hearing  took  place  in  March, 
1888,  all  the  parties  interested  being  present,  either  in  person  or  by 
attorney.  The  material  facts  disclosed  by  the  testimony,  in  the  main 
andisputed,  are  as  follows :  Subsequently  to  the  entry  of  the  ^^  Rising 
Son  "  claim,  its  owners  purchased  the  •*  Milford  Claim  "  from  the  orig- 
inal locators  thereof,  and  continued  to  do  assessment  work  thereon  for 
some  years  thereafter.  After  the  same  was  relocated  in  1883,  as  already 
stated,  by  Nicholas  and  Werry,  as  the  "  Big  Oak  Tree  "  claim,  the  de. 
fendant,  S.  D.  Valentine,  purchased  it  from  said  relocators,  and  now 
claims  to  be  the  rightful  owner  thereof.  In  1886,  Marie  A.  Valentine, 
who  was  a  creditor  of  the  company  which  owned  and  operated  the 
^<  Rising  Sun  "  claim,  purchased  from  the  railroad  company,  through 
her  attorney,  B.  E.  Valentine,  the  intervener  herein,  all  the  lauds  in 
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controversy.  This  purchase  was  made  with  fall  knowledge  that  the 
lands,  in  part,  at  least,  were  valnable  for  minerals.  The  company 
refused  to  convey  them  with  warranty  of  title,  but  gave  simply  a  deed 
i  without  covenants,  conveying  such  title  only  as  it  had. 

It  was  not  known  at  the  date  of  the  grant  to  the  company,  nor  at  the 
date  (December  26, 1865)  of  the  approval  by  the  surveyor-general  of 
the  official  survey  of  the  township  in  which  the  lands  lie,  that  they,  or 
any  part  thereof  were  valuable  for  minerals.  Subsequently  to  tho^e 
dates,  however,  the  ^< Rising  Sun''  mineral  claim  has  been  located  and 
patented,  as  stated,  and  other  mineral  locations  have  been  made,  ad^ 
joining  the  ^^ Rising  Sun"  claim,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned;  and  in  each 
of  these  locations  quartz,  or  veins  bearing  gold  have  been  discovered 
of  sufficient  promise  to  justify  the  development  of  the  same.  About 
$30,000  have  already  been  mined  from  the  "Big  Oak  Tree"  claim; 
about  $1,500  have  been  expended  in  work  and  improvements  on  the 
**  VVerry  Claim,"  and  smaller  amounts  have  been  likewise  exiiended, 
respectively,  upon  the  '* Golden  Bugle"  and  ^'  Little  Pine  Tree"  claims. 

Ui)on  the  facts  thus  proven*  the  local  officers  rendered  dissenting 
opinions.  The  register  held,  in  effect,  (1)  that  the  title  to  the  lands  in 
question  became  vested  in  the  railroad  company  under  its  gnint  as  of 
the  date  thereof;  (2)  that  at  that  date  none  of  the  lands  were  within 
any  of  the  exceptions  from  the  grant  "  by  reason  of  any  status  as  min- 
eral lands;"  (3)  that  the  subsequent  discovery  of  mineral  therein  cannot 
affect  the  rights  of  the  railroad  company  or  its  grantees,  and  (4)  that 
the  company  is  entitled  to  patent  for  all  the  lands  in  controversy. 

The  receiver  held,  in  effect,  (1)  that  all  the  lands  embraced  in  the 
mineral  locations  known  as  the  *'Big  Oak  Tree,"  *'The  Little  Pine  Tree," 
the  "Werry  Claim,"  and  the  "  Golden  Eagle,"  are  mineral  lands,  and 
that  the  railroad  company  acquired  no  rights  thereto  under  its  grant ; 
(2)  that  the  residue  of  the  lands  in  said  quarter  section  are  agricultural 
in  character,  and  (3)  that  a  purvey  should  be  ordered  for  the  purpose  of 
segregating  the  mineral  from  the  agricultural  lands. 

On  March  18, 1889,  your  office  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  receiver, 
and  thereby,  in  effect,  rejected  the  claim  of  the  railroad  company  to 
the  lands  embraced  in  the  mineral  locations  aforesaid.  From  this 
decision  the  company,  and  B.  E.  Valentine,  on  behalf  of  the  intervening 
purchaser,  Marie  A.  Valentine,  have  jointly  appealed. 

Two  questions  are  presented  by  the  appeal : 

I.  It  is  contended  that  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  is  a  grant 
in  presently  and  that,  thereby,  the  title  to  the  lands  in  question  became 
vested  in  the  company,  upon  the  approval  of  the  official  survey  thereof, 
as  of  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  that  the  subsequent  discovery  of  mineral 
thereon  cannot  operate  to  divest  such  title  or  in  any  way  affect  the  rights 
of  the  company. 

II.  It  is  further  contended  that  the  facts  proven  do  not  show  the  lands 
embraced  in  the  mineral  locations  known  as  the  ^^  Little  Pine  Tree,"  the 
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*<  Werry  Claim,''  and  the  "  Grolden  Eagle,"  to  be  *'  mineral  lands  "  within, 
the  meaning  of  that  term  as  ased  in  the  granting  act. 

In  answer  to  these  contentions,  it  is  nrged  by  counsel  for  the  defend, 
ant,  appellee ;  I.  That  if  the  mineral  character  of  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  be  discovered  at  any  time  prior  to 
patent,  or  certification,  such  discovery  establishes  the  non-patentability 
of  the  land  and  operates  to  defeat  the  claim  of  the  company  thereto  * 
and  that  snch  has  been  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department  for  many 
years.  IL  That  under  the  facts  proven  all  the  lands  embraced  in  the 
several  mineral  locations  involved  herein,  are  clearly  mineral  in  char- 
acter. 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  lands  covered  by  the  '^  Big  Oak  Tree  ^  claini 
are  mineral  lands.  The  undisputed  facts  relative  to  the  other  claims 
in  question  are  that  mineral  has  been  discQvered  in  each  of  them  of  suf- 
ficient promise  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money,  as 
much  as  $1,500  on  one  of  them,  and  a  smaller  amount  on  each  of  the 
others,  with  a  view  to  their  development,  respectively,  as  mining  claims. 
The  evidence  is  sufficient,  in  my  judgment,  to  warrant  the  finding  of  the 
receiver  that  the  lands  are  ^'  mineral  lands  "  within  the  meaning  of  that 
term  as  used  in  the  granting  act ;  and  your  office  having  affirmed  that 
finding,  and  no  good  reason  being  furnished  for  disturbing  it,  the  same 
is  sustained. 

Bat  did  these  lands  pass  to  the  railroad  company  under  its  grant  f 
As  we  have  seen,  their  mineral  character  was  not  known  until  after  the 
company's  road  opposite  thereto  had  been  definitely  located  and  con- 
structed, nor  until  after  the  official  survey,  on  the  plat  of  which  they 
were  designated  as  agricultural  lands,  had  been  approved  by  the  sur- 
veyor-general. In  other  words,  they  were  not  known  to  be  ^^  mineral 
lands"  until  after  the  right  of  the  company  had  attached  under  its 
grant. 

The  grant  to  the  company  by  the  act  of  1862,  is  in  the  followiog  l<au- 
goage : 

That  there  be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  to  said  company,  ....  every  alternate 
section  of  pnblic  land,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to  tlie  amount  of  five  alternate 
sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  railroad,  on  the  line  thereof,  and  within  the 
limits  often  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disponed 
of,  ....  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed :  Providedy  That 
all  mineral  lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  this  act.    (Section  3,  act, 

The  act  of  1864,  which  was  amendatory  of  the  act  of  1862,  enlarged 
the  grant  from  five  to  ten  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road, 
and  provided,  among  other  things,  that  the  term  ^'  mineral  land"  when- 
ever used  therein,  or  in  the  original  act,  should  not  be  construed  to 
include  ^^  coal  and  iron  land,''  and  that  no  lands  granted  by  that  or  the 
original  act,  should  include  any  mineral  lands  (Sec.  4,  act  1864). 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  itself  all  ^^  mineral 
lands,'^  other  than  "  coal  and  iron,"  are  expressly  excepted  from  its 
2497— VOL  11 16 
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■operation.    It  woald  seem,  therefore,  that  no  sach  lauds  were  granted 
or  intended  to  be  granted  to  the  railroad  company. 

The  appellants  contend,  however,  that  the  exception  stated  inclnden 
Only  such  lands  as  were  either  returned  as  mineral  by  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral, or  were  known  to  be  mineral  at  the  date  when  the  grant  acquired 
precision,  and  title  vested  thereunder;  that  the  requisite  precision 
was  acquired,  as  touching  the  lands  in  question,  by  the  completion  and 
approval  of  the  public  survey  thereof,  the  definite  line  of  the  company's 
road  having  been  located  prior  to  such  survey ;  and  that  title  thereupon 
vested,  by  relation,  as  of  the  date  of  the  granting  act.  In  other  words, 
the  contention  is  that  the  exception  should  be  construed  to  mean  only 
lands  returned  as  mineral,  or  known  to  be  mineral,  at  the  date  when 
the  grant  acquired  precision;  in  this  case  the  date  of  the  approval  of 
the  official  survey. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  is  a 
grant  inprcesentij  ptks&ing  a  present  title  to  all  lands  intended  to  be 
granted  thereby,  or,  in  other  words,  coming  within  its  descriptive  terms, 
only  to  be  defeated  by  reason  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  the  company  to 
perform  the  stipulated  conditions  ^subsequent.  In  the  case  of  Leaven- 
worth, Lawrence  and  Galveston  E.  R.  Co  v,'  United  States  (92  U.  S. 
741),  the  supreme  court  said  of  the  words  '^  there  be  and  is  hereby 
granted,"  quoted  from  the  grant  under  consideration  in  that  case,  that 
they  '^  are  words  of  absolute  donation,  and  import  a  grant  in  prcBsefiti. 
This  court  has  held  that  they  can  have  no  other  meaning;  and  the  land 
department,  in  this  interpretation  of  them,  has  uniformly  administered 
every  previous  similar  grant;"  citing  Eailroad  Company  v.  Smith,  9 
Wall.,  95 ;  Schulenburg  v.  Harriman,21  Id.,  60 ;  1  Lester  513 ;  8  Opins. 
257 ;  11  Id.  47.  See  also  Mining  Company  v.  Mining  Company,  (102  U. 
S.,  167) ;  Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals  (106  U.  S.,  360).  It  is  fully  conceded, 
therefore,  that  as  to  all  the  lands  subject  to  the  grant  now  under  consid- 
eration, the  title,  when  it  became  vested  related  back  to  the  date  of  the 
granting  act. 

But  the  effect  of  the  contention  of  the  appellants  is  that  mineral  lands 
are  subject  to  and  pass  under  the  grant,  if  their  character  as  such  be 
not  known,  and  they  are  not  returned  as  mineral,  at  the  date  when  the 
company's  title  vests ;  and  that  the  subsequent  discovery  of  their  min- 
eral character,  though  prior  to  patent,  or  certification  where  patent  is 
not  required,  cannot  affect  the  claim  of  the  railroad  company  thereto. 

I  cannot  agree  that  this  contention  is  sound.  The  exception  from  the 
grant  is  explicit,  unequivocal  and  absolute.  It  is  '^  that  all  mineral 
lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  this  act."  There  can  be 
no  reasonable  question  about  the  interpretation  of  this  language.  It 
clearly  means  that  no  "mineral  lands  "  were  granted  or  intended  to  be 
granted  by  the  act.  The  discovery  of  the  mineral  character  of  lands 
within  the  lateral  limits  of  the  grant,  after  the  date  when  it  acquired 
precision,  only  proves  that  such  lands  were  always  mineral  lands,  and 
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serves  to  bring  them  clearly  within  the  excepting  clause  of  the  grant. 
They  are,  and  were,  no  less  ^^  mineral  lands"  beoanse  not  kf^wn  to  be 
such,  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  or  at  the  date  when  it  acqaired  precision. 

It  is  not  qaestioned  that  the  Land  Department  has  jurisdiction  until 
patent,  or  certification,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  company,  to  deter- 
mine whether  any  of  the  lands  within  the  lateral  limits  of  the  grant  had 
been,  at  the  time  the  line  of  the  road  was  definitely  fixed,  <^  sold,  re« 
served,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,"  or  was  subject  to  "  a  pre-emption  or 
homestead  claim,"  and  therefore  excepted  from  the  grant  Thai  such 
jurisdiction  exists,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  I  am  unable  to  perceive 
upon  what  principle  of  logic  or  process  of  reasoning  it  can  be  claimed 
that  a  like  jurisdiction  does  not  exist,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  the  lands  are  mineral,  and  for  that  reason,  excepted  from  the 
grant.  Manifestly,  the  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  exception  is  the 
same,  whether  the  inquiry  is  instituted  as  to  the  character  of  the  land, 
or  as  to  its  particular  status,  at  the  date  when  the  rights  of  the  company 
attached  under  the  grant.  If,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry,  the  lands 
are  discovered  to  be  mineral,  or  if,  prior  to  patent,  or  certification  where 
patent  is  not  required,  such  discovery  is  otherwise  made,  and  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Land  Department,  in  either  event,  the  discovery 
proves  the  lands  to  have  been  mineral  at  the  date  mentioned,  and  serves 
to  bring  them  within  the  excepting  clause  of  the  grant.  "No  date  is  fixed 
in  the  grant  at  which  the  mineral  character  of  the  lands  must  be  known, 
in  order  to  bring  them  within  the  exception.  If  in  fact  mineral,  they 
are  within  the  exception,  according  to  the  plain  terms  thereof,  whether 
their  mineral  character  is  known  at  the  time  of  definite  location  or  ap- 
proval of  survey,  or  not. 

The  counsel  for  appellants,  among  the  many  authorities  cited  in  sup- 
port of  their  contention,  rely  specially  upon  the  cases  of  Abraham  L, 
Miner  (9  L.  D.,  408);  Francouer  v.  Newhouse  (40  Fed.  Rep.,  618);  and 
Wright  V.  Roseberry  (121  U.  S.,  488). 

It  is  proper  that  these  authorities  should  be  briefly  noticed.  The  case 
of  Abraham  L.  Miner  involved  construction  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1853  . 
(10  Stats.,  244),  which,  among  other  things,  made  a  grant  to  the  State 
of  California,  of  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  of  every  township,  for 
public  school  purposes.  The  question  arose  in  that  case  as  to  when  the 
title  of  the  State  vested  under  the  grant,  and  it  was  held  by  the  De- 
partment that  such  title  vested,  if  at  all,  at  the  date  of  the  completion 
of  the  of&cial  survey ;  and  that  if  the  land  was  in  fact  mineral,  though 
not  known  to  be  such  at  that  date,  the  subsequent  discovery  of  its  min- 
eral character  would  not  divest  the  State's  title  which  had  already  passed. 
It  is  to  be  observed  however,  that  the  California  school  grant,  was  a 
grant  without  any  express  exception  of  mineral  lands.  Such  being  the 
case,  the  Miner  decision  should  be  understood  as  going  no  further  tlian 
to  hold  that  under  the  construction  given  to  that  grant  by  the  prior 
decisions  of  the  Department  and  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
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States,  the  title  to  the  State  school  lands  vests,  if  at  all,  at  the  date  of 
survey,  and  if  the  land  is  in  fact  mineral,  though  not  then  known  to  be 
such,  the  subsequent  discovery  of  its  mineral  character  will  not  divest 
the  title  which  has  already  passed.  This  was  the  only  point  in  that 
case.  It  was  ex  parte  and  only  one  side  of  the  question  was  presented^ 
and  its  authority  must  be  confined  to  the  question  therein  presented  for 
decision. 

In  Oohens  v.  the  State  of  Virginia,  6  Wheat.,  264-399,  Chief- Justice 
Marshall  said : 

It  is  a  maxim  not  to  be  disregarded  that  general  expressions  in  every  opinion  are  to 
be  taken  in  connection  with  the  case  in  which  they  are  used.  If  they  go  beyond  the 
case,  they  may  be  respected,  bnt  onght  not  to  control  the  judgment  in  a  subsequent 
suit  when  the  very  point  is  presented  for  decision.  The  reason  for  this  maxim  is  ob- 
vions.  The  question  actually  before  the  court  is  investigated  with  care  and  con- 
sidered in  its  foil  extent.  Other  principles  which  may  serve  to  illustrate  it  are  con.> 
sidered  in  their  relation  to  the  case  decided,  but  their  possible  bearing  on  all  other 
cases  is  seldom  completely  investigated. 

So,  in  Carroll  v.  Carroll,  16  How.,  275-287,  the  supreme  court,  refer- 
ring to  the  last-cited  case«  said : 

Therefore  this  court,  and  other  courts,  organized  under  the  common  law,  has  never 
held  itself  bound  by  any  part  of  an  opinion  in  any  case,  which  was  not  needful  to 
the  ascertainment  of  the  right,  or  title  in  question  between  the  parties. 

Under  this  rule,  statements,  illustrations  and  arguments,  not  neces- 
sary to  the  decision  of  the  precise  question  before  the  court  in  the  Miner 
case,  are  not  necessarily  binding  on  the  Department.  The  allusions  in 
that  case  to  the  Colorado  case  (7  L.  D.,  490),  and  the  Spong  case  (5  1j. 
D.,  193),  and  the  conclusion  sought  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  were  wholly 
unnecessary  to  a  decision  of  the  question  therein  considered,  and  can- 
not therefore  be  quoted  as  authority. 

But  the  reasoning  of  the  Miner  case,  giving  it  its  full  ibrce,  would 
not  apply  to  railroad  grants,  as  they  specially  except  mineral  lands  and 
also  except  lands  for  other  reasons.  All  the  lands  within  the  primary 
limits  of  a  railroad  grant  do  not  necessarily  pass  to  the  railroad,  bat 
only  such  as  are  not  within  the  exceptions  named  in  the  grant,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  clothed  with  the  authority  of  determining 
in  the  first  instance  which  lands  pass  by  the  grant  and  which  do  not 
pass,  and  this  he  does  by  approTing  lists  for  certification  or  patent. 
Such  is  not  the  practice  with  reference  to  sections  sixteen  and  thirty- 
six  granted  to  the  States  for  school  purposes. 

The  case  of  Francouer  r.  Newhouse  was  decided  by  the  circuit  court 
of  the  I^orthern  District  of  Galiforuia,  in  December,  1389.  It  was  a  case 
in  all  material  respects  similar  to  this  one,  and  involved  a  construction 
of  the  same  grant.  In  that  case  it  was  said  by  Judge  Sawyer,  wha 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  :^ 

The  parties  to  this  grant,  both  the  United  States  and  the  grantee,  mnst  be  pilB- 
Bumed  to  have  contemplated  a  grant  in  view  of  the  oondltioB  of  the  lands  as  they 
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were  known,  or  appeared  to  be,  at  the  time  the  grant  took  effect.  In.  the  exception 
of  *  mineral  lande '  from  the  grant,  Congress  mnst  have  meant  not  only  landB  min- 
eral in  fact,  bnt  lands  known  to  be  mineral,  or,  at  most,  such  as  were  apparently 
mineral  and  generally  recognized  as  snch. 

And  the  coart  thereupon  held  that  the  exception  of  ^<  mineral  lauds  " 
in  the  grant  in  question  only  extends  to  lands  hnoton  to  be  mineral,  or 
apparently  mineral,  at  the  time  when  the  grant. attached ;  and  that  the 
discovery  of  mineral  in  the  land  after  that  date  does  not  defeat  the 
company's  title.  In  other  words,  the  effect  of  the  decision  in  that  case 
is,  that  the  exception  mnst  be  construed  as  if  it  had  been  written 
^^  lands  known  to  be  mineral,  or,  at  least,  apparently  mineral,  at  the 
date  when  the  grant  attached."  Such  a  construction  requires  the  im- 
portation of  words  into  the  statute  in  order  to  change  its  meaning. 
This,  there  is  no  authority  to  do.  Newhall  v.  Sanger  (92  U.  8.,  765). 
It  may  be  further  said  that  the  Francouer  case  is  not  binding,  but  is 
rather  only  persuasive  authority,  so  far  as  this  Department  is  concerned. 
I  do  not  think  it  sufficiently  persuasive,  however,  to  warrant  a  depart- 
ure from  what  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  land  department 
for  many  years,  namely,  to  withhold  patents  for  mineral  lands  within 
railroad  grants,  without  reference  to  the  time  when  their  mineral  char- 
acter may  have  been  discovered.  Moreover,  it  is  my  judgment  that 
the  cases  cited  from  the  supreme  court  by  Judge  Sawyer,  namely,  the 
Colorado  Goal  Company  v.  United  States  (123  U.  S.,  307),  and  Deff^back 
«.  Hawke  (llo  U.  S.,  392),  do  not  sustain  the  text  of  his  opinion.  These 
were  cases  which  arose  under  the  pre-emption  and  town-site  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  were  determined  solely  with  reference  to  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  administration  of  those  laws,  and  did  not,  in 
any  sense,  involve  the  construction  of  land  grants  to  railroads.  The 
mineral  exception  in  the  preemption  act  is  of  *^ lands  on  which  are  sit- 
uated any  known  mines."  In  the  Colorado  Coal  Conipany  case,  the 
coart,  construing  said  act,  held  that  in  order  to  bring  lands  within  the 
exception  stated,  their  character  as  mineral  must  be  known  at  the  date 
of  the  sale.  In  Deffeback  v.  Hawke,  the  question  at  issue  involved  the 
exception  of  mineral  lands  firom  the  operation  of  the  town-site  laws, 
which  is  that 

Where  mineral  veins  are  possessed,  which  possession  is  recognized  hy  local  author* 
i|7,  and  to  the  extent  so  possessed  and  recognised,  the  title  to  town-lots  to  be  ac. 
quired  shall  be  sabject  to  snch  recognized  possession  and  the  necessary  nse  thereof ; 
«  .  .  .  that  no  title  shall  be  acqnire4  nnder  ....  this  chapteri  to  any 
mine  of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar,  or  eopper,  or  to  any  valid  mining  claim,  or  possession 
held  under  existing  laws.    (See  sections  S386  and  2392  R.  8.). 

The  court,  in  construing  this  exception,  held  that  it  included  only 
snch  lands  as  were  known  to  be  mineral  at  the  date  of  sale.  It  is  thus 
seen  that  those  cases  are  in  no  material  sense  similar  to  the  Francouer 
case,  or  the  case  at  bar. 

The  case  of  Wright  v.  Aoseberry,  supra^  which  involved  the  construc- 
tion of  the  swamp-land  grant  of  Septefnber  28, 1S50,  is  cited  to  show 
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that  patents  issued  under  legislative  grants^  in  preesenti^  do  not  operate 
to  vest  the  title,  but  are  intended  to  define  or  identify  the  land,  and 
evidence  the  title  vested  by  the  gran);.  But  all  this  may  be  freely  ad- 
mitted, without  aid,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  contention  that  mineral 
lands  passed  by  the  grant,  if  their  character  was  not  known  at  thedat^ 
when  the  grant  acquired  precision.  The  very  fact,  if  it  be  true,  that 
the  office  of  the  patent  is  to  define  and  identify  the  land  granted,  and 
to  evidence  the  title  which  vested  by  the  act,  necessarily  implies  that 
there  exists  jurisdiction  in  some  tribunal  to^  ascertain  and  determine 
what  lands  were  subject  to  the  grant  and  capable  of  passing  thereun- 
der. Now,  this  jurisdiction  is  in  the  Land  Department,  and  it  contin- 
ues, as  we  have  seen  until  the  lands  have  been  either  patented  or  cer- 
tified to,  or  for  the  use  of,  the  railroad  company.  By  reason  of  this 
Jurisdiction  it  has  been  the  practice  of  that  department,  for  many  years 
past,  to  refuse  to  issue  patents  to  railroad  companies  for  lands  found  to 
be  mineral  in  character,  at  any  time  before  the  date  of  the  patent. 
Moreover,  I  am  informed  by  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  Mineral  Di- 
vision of  the  Land  Department,  that  ever  since  the  year  1807  (the  date 
when  that  division  was  organized)  it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  to 
allow  and  maintain  mineral  locations  within  the  geographical  limits  of 
railroad  grants,  based  upon  discoveries  made  at  any  time  before  patent, 
or  certification,  where  patent  is  not  required.  This  practice,  having 
been  uniformly  followed  and  generally  accepted  for  so  long  a  time,  there 
should  be,  in  my  judgment,  the  clearest  e\idence  of  error,  as  well  as 
the  strongest  reasons  of  policy  and  justice  controlling,  before  a  depart- 
ure irom  it  should  be  sanctioned.  It  has,  in  effect,  become  a  rule  of 
property. 

I  am,  therefore,  constrained  to  hold,  in  view  of  the  foregoing,  that 
there  is  no  error  in  the  conclusion  of  your  said  office  decision,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  affirmed. 


CONTEST-FAILURE  OF  CHARGE— FINAL.   DESERT  PROOF. 

GiLKISON  V.  COUaHANHOUE. 

If  the  charge  as  laid  against  the  entry  is  not  snpported  by  the  evidence,  and  good 
faith  is  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  entryman,  though  his  compliance  with  law 
is  not  satisfactorily  sho\yn,  the  contest  may  be  dismissed,  and  the  entryman  per- 
mitted to  sabmit  supplemental  proof  in  support  of  his  entry. 

The  final  proof  under  a  desert  entry  should  definitely  show  what  proportion  of  each 
legal  sub-division  has  been  irrigated. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  5, 1890. 

With  your  letter  of  July  25,  1889,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  J.  M. 
Gilklson  from  your  office  decision  of  February  14, 1889,  dismissing  his 
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content  against  desert  land  entry  No.  75,  made  by  William  A.Gou^han- 
hoar,  on  March  2,  1883,  on  Sec.  20,  T.  6  8.,  B.  39  E.,  La  Grande,  Oregon. 

Final  proof  was  offered  on  said  tract  March  1,  1886.    Before  the 
register  and  receiver  had  passed  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  same,  James 
M.  Gilkison,  Harrison  Wicks,  Socrates  Mann,  and  William  M.  Dixon  . 
filed  their  several  contest  affidavits  against  said  entry,  as  to  theNW.^, 
the  SW.^,  the  NE.^,  and  the  SE.^  of  said  section,  respectively. 

Notices  were  issued  on  these  affidavits  fixing  hearings  for  September 
],  2,  3,  and  4,  1886,  respectively. 

On  September  1,  the  hearing  was  begun  in  the  case  of  Oilkison  v. 
Coughanbonr,  and  the  same  was  concluded  November  23,  1886. 

By  stipulations,  duly  entered  of  record,  it  was  agreed  by  Wicks, 
Mann  and  Dixon,  respectively,  that  the  lands  in  controversy  in  their 
several  contests  were  of  the  same  character,  as  to  being  desert  or  non- 
desert  lands,  as  the  land  embraced  in  Oilkison^s  case ;  that  the  facts 
were  the  same,  and  that  their  cases  should  be  heard  and  decided  by  the 
Department  upon  the  evidence  taken  in  the  Gilkison  case. 

The  several  contestants  filed  substantially  the  same  charges  against 
the  entry,  namely : — 

1.  That  the  land  embraced  in  said  entry  is  not  desert  land  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute. 

2.  That  claimant  has  not  reclaimed  the  lands  within  the  time  pro- 
vided by  Congress  to  make  final  proof,  thereby  forfeiting  the  entry. 

At  the  hearing  there  was  no  testimony  taken  as  to  the  reclamation 
of  the  land,  it  being  entirely  directed  to  the  issue  as  to  whether  the  laud 
was  desert  or  non -desert  in  character. 

The  register  and  receiver  dismissed  the  contest,  but  held  that  claim- 
ant failed  in  getting  water  on  the  land  as  required  by  law.  Both  parties 
prosecuted  appeals  from  this  judgment,  and  by  your  said  office  decision 
you  held  the  land  desert  in  character  within  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
and,  also,  that  the  final  proof  shows  that  the  land  has  been  reclaimed. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  testimony,  and  fully  agree  with  you 
that  a  preponderance  of  the  same  is  to  the  effect,  that  the  land  in  con- 
troversy will  not  produce  a  remunerative  crop  in  a  season  of  ordinary 
rainfall,  and  that  the  land  is  essentially  desert  in  character  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute. 

The  proof  wa«  made  two  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
allowed  to  reclaim  the  land.  Claimant  appears  to  have  the  right  to  the 
use  of  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  the  land. 

The  only  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  the  proof  is  sufficient  to 
show  the  land  reclaimed. 

In  claimant's  testimony,  which  in  the  main  is  corroborated,  I  find  the 
following: — 

I  have  made  a  ditch  and  am  now  prepared  to  thoroagbly  irrigate  the  entire  tract. 
I  have  raised  do  crops.  In  1883  water  was  conducted  on  the  land  in  May,  and  was 
spread  over  the  land  by  flooding,  though  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  thoroughly  ir< 
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rigate  $Xi  the  land ;  the  ditch  was  completed  late  last  fall,  bat  not  in  time  to  th«r- 
oughly  irrigate  the  land.  I  have  a  ditch  constructed  now  which  will  carry  a  eaffi* 
cient  amoontof  water  to  thoroughly  irrigate  the  entire  tract;  bat  as  the  ditch  was 
only  finished  late  last  fall,  and  the  freezing  weather  has  prevented  my  bringing  the 
water  on  to  the  land,  except  for  a  short  time  in  November,  I  conld  not  construct  tlie 
ditch  and  run  the  water  in  the  ditch  at  the  same  time,  and  there  is  only  about  five 
months  in  each  year  that  work  can  be  proseoated  or  carried  on  saccesifally  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  I  failed  to  get  water  on  the  land  in  safiBcient  qaantity  in  time 
to  complete  my  proof  within  the  time,  and  that  the  ditch  has  been  filled  with  snow 
and  ice  during  the  winter,  which  has  prevented  my  compliance,  and  further  that  I 
have  used  all  proper  diligence  in  trying  to  get  the  water  on  the  land. 

One  of  the  witnesses,  Hagan,  testifies  that  in  no  season  has  there 
been  sufficient  water  con^wyed  upon  the  land  to  irrigate  the  entire  tract; 
that  during  May,  1883,  there  was  conveyed  to  the  land  about  one  inch 
of  water,  but  there  were  then  no  small  ditches  to  distribute  it.  It  was 
then  irrigated  by  flooding,  and  it  spread  over  ^'  the  most  of  it."  It  was 
then  turned  off  to  enlarge  the  ditch.  In  1883  the  ditch  was  four  and  a 
half  miles  long,  sixteen  inches  deep  and  three  feet  wide.  In  the  fall  of 
1885  the  ditch  was  enlarged  and  extended.  It  is  now  thirteen  'and  a 
half  miles  long,  and  for  the  greater  part  four  and  a  half  feet  wide  and 
sixteen  inches  deep,  and  lateral  ditches  have  been  constructed  to  con- 
vey the  water  to  every  part  of  the  land. 

It  is  shown  also  that  the  construction  of  the  ditch  was  delayed  by 
reason  of  one  Young  disputing  the  right  to  run  it  through  his  homestead, 
which  seems  to  have  been  entered  subsequent  to  the  desert  entry.  The 
ditch  had  then  been  partly  constructed,  and  by  reason  of  this  difficulty 
new  surveys  had  to  be  made  and  changed  from  former  location — running 
around  Young's  homestead — requiring  more  time  and  expense,  and  sub- 
jecting claimant  to  annoyance  and  delay,  so  that  the  ditch  was  not 
completed  until  November,  1885,  and  the  freezing  up  of  the  water  pre- 
vented the  land  being  thoroughly  irrigated. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  claimant  has  acted  in  apparent  good  faith ; 
he  has  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  to  reclaim  the  tract;  but  the 
proof  of  the  reclamation  is  not  satisfactory.  It  does  not  affirmatively  ap- 
pear what  proportion  of  each  legal  subdivision  has  been  irrigated.  The 
water  may  have  been  brought  to  the  land  in  sufficient  quantities  to  re- 
claim it.  Possibly,  but  for  the  freezing  weather  in  the  winter  of  1885- 
'86,  the  water  would  have  been  running  over  and  through  each  imbdi- 
vision  of  the  land;  but  the  incident  of  the  freezing  weather  and  the 
consequent  failure  to  irrigate  the  land,  can  not  excuse  claimant  from 
showing  its  reclamation.  In  all  cases  ^^  satisfactory  proof  must  be 
made. 

As  the  contestants  have  failed  to  sustain  their  several  charges  that 
the  land  is  non-desert  in  character,  and  have  introduced  no  testimony 
whatever  that  the  land  was  not  reclaimed  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law ;  and  since  claimant  should  not  be  held  responsible  by  reason  of 
the  circumstances  attending  his  efforts  to  reclaim. this  tract,  as  above 
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set  OQt,  the  several  contests  should  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  dismissed. 
Bat  as  this  proof  fails  to  show  definitely  what  proportion  of  each  legal 
subdivision  has  been  irrigated,  supplementary  proof  will  be  required 
to  supply  this  deficiency.  Sixty  days  from  due  notice  hereof  will  be 
allowed  for  compliance  with  this  requirement.  Tour  decision  is  accord- 
ingly modified. 


PRACTICE -NOTICE  OP  APPEAL. 

Bbake  V,  Oalifobnia  and  OBEaON  B.  B.  Co. 

An  appeal  will  Dot  be  considered  in  the  absence  of  proper  service  of  notice  tbereof 
on  the  opposite  party. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  ihe  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

September  8,  1890. 

On  September  24, 18S3,  Lillie  B.  Brake  made  private  cash  entry  for 
lota  1  and  2,  Sec.  3,  T.  39  S.,  B.  1  W.,  W.  P.  M.,  Boseburg  land  district , 
Oregon. 

March  27,  1884,  your  office  informed  the  local  office  that  said  tracts 
were  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  Oregon  and  California  Railroad 
Company,  under  the  grant  of  July  25,  1866,  (14  Stats.,  239) ;  that  said 
road  was  definitely  located  opposite  said  tracts  September  4,  1883 ; 
that  the  odd  numbered  sections  in  the  twenty  apd  thirty  mile  limits 
were  withdrawn  from  market  October  27,  notice  of  which  was  filed  in 
the  local  office  November  7,  1883,  and  on  account  thereof,  said  eatry 
was  held  for  cancellation. 

She  appealed  from  that  portion  of  your  decision  holding  for  cancella- 
tion her  entry  for  lot  2,  alleging  that  said  lot  was  offered  for  sale  Octo- 
ber 13, 1862,  and  was  subject  to  sale  when  she  made  her  entry,  and 
that  no  approved  map  or  plats  of  said  railroad  were  filed  in  the  local 
office  until  fourteen  days  after  her  right  had  attached.  She  asked  that 
her  entry  for  lot  2  be  allowed  to  stand  and  that  the  money  paid  for  lot 
1  be  refunded. 

Accompanying  her  appeal  she  filed  her  own  affidavit  in  which  shjd 
alleged  ^*  I  have  this  day  deposited  in  the  post-office  at  Ashland,  Ore- 
gon, a  true  copy  of  the  foregoing  notice,  and  this  affidavit  directed  to 
Henry  Villard,  President  of  the  Oregon  and  California  Bailroad,  at 
New  York  Oity,  New  York,  where  I  am  informed  and  believe  the  said 
President  of  the  said  railroad  post-office  address  now  is,  and  that  I  paid 
the  postage  on  the  same." 

Bule  93  requires  that  a  copy  of  the  notice  of  appeal,  specification  of 
errors,  and  all  arguments  of  either  party,  shall  be  served  on  the  oppo- 
site party  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing  the  same. 

Bule  94. — Such  service  shall  be  made  personally  or  by  registered 
letter,  and  Bule  95, — Proof  of  personal  service  shall  be  the  written 
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acknowledgment  of  the  party  served  or  the  affidavit  of  the  persoo 
making  the  service  attached  to  the  papers  served,  and  stating  time^ 
place,  and  manner  of  service. 

Notice  of  this  appeal  has  not  been  properly  given  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  the  same  will  not,  ander  the  rales  and  the  decisions  in  Hun- 
toon  V,  Devereux  (10  L.  D.,  408),  and  Bundy  t?.  Fremont  Townsite  (10^ 
L.  D.,  595),  be  considered,  bat  must  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed. 


MINING  CLAIM-SUKVEY— CIRCULAR  OP  DECEMBBB  4,  1884=. 

Consolidated  Mining  Co. 

In  the  survey  of  a  lode  claim  that  conflicts  with  a  prioi'  valid  claim,  that  is  excepted 
from  the  application,  the  applicant's  right  does  not  extend  beyond  an  end  line 
passing  through  the  point  where  the  lode  intersects  the  exterior  line  of  the  senior 
location. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioiier  of  the  OeneraX 

Land  Office,  September  8, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Consolidated  Mining  Company 
from  your  decision  of  December  27,  1888,  holding  the  survey  of  the 
<'  Eighth  of  January  "  lode  claim  lot  No.  158,  Ophir  mining  district  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  land  district,  to  be  in  violation  of  circular  of  De- 
cember 4,  1884,  and  directing  a  new  survey  thereof. 

This  claim  was  located  January  8, 1884  and  surveyed  June  23,  and 
24, 1885.  An  inspection  of  the  plat  and  field  notes  of  the  survey  shows 
that  the  lode  line,  from  the  point  of  "  discovery  "  bears  N.  8^  35'  W., 
and  intersects  the  southern  boundary  (side-line)  of  the  ^'  Chicago  No.  2'' 
lot  44,  and  crosses  said  lot  and  also  the  ^'  Trafalgar,"  lot  49,  "  Red  Pine'' 
lot  69,  enters  the  ^^  Sacramento"  lot  81,  and  terminates  within  the  last 
named  claim. 

These  several  lots  lie  contiguous  so  that  the  said  lode  line  after  entei- 
ing  the  first  named  lot  does  not  pass  over  any  land  not  embraced  by 
these  various  claims  all  of  which  were  located  prior  to  the  location  of 
the  '^Eighth  of  January"  claim,  and  each  of  which  is  excepted  from 
this  application. 

The  last  sentence  of  first  paragraph  of  circular  of  December  4, 1884, 
3  L.  D.,  540,  says : 

His  right  to  the  lode  claimed  terminates  when  the  lode  in  its  onward  course  or 
strike  intersects  the  exterior  boundary  of  sach  exclnded  ground  and  passes  within  it. 

The  fitst  sentence  of  the  second  paragraph  says : 

The  end-line  of  his  survey  should  not,  therefore,  be  established  beyond  such  inter- 
section, unless  it  should  be  necessary  so  to  do  for  the  purpose  of  including  ground 
held  and  claimed  under  a  location  which  was  made  upon  public  land  and  valid  at 
the  time  it  was  made. 
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In  the  case  at  bar,  we  have  seen  that  there  was  no  ground  that  could 

be  held  and  claimed  under  this  location,  lying  between  the  point  where 
the  lode  intersected  the  south  line  of  the  ^^  Chicago  No.  2"  and  passed 
within  the  boundary  of  the  excluded  ground  and  the  point  of  terminus 
of  said  lode  line. 

The  case  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Engineer  Mining  and  Developement 
Company  (8  L.  D.,  361),'in  which  case  the  survey  over-lapped  on  its 
southerly  end  the  "  B.  F.  Requa"  lode  claim  which  had  been  previously 
located.  After  discussing  the  case  and  section  2336  R.  S.,  the  Secretary 
said : 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  survey  over-laps  but  does  not  cross  or  intersect  the  prior 
location.    It  can  not  therefore  be  held  to  come  with  in  the  pnrview  of  section  2336. 

From  the  survey  as  it  now  stands  the  lode  appears  to  strike 

the  exterior  line  of  the  **  B.  F.  Requa''  lode  claim  at  a  point  north  of  the  line  sur- 
veyed aft  the  southerly  end-line  of  the  **  Eldorado."  The  appellant's  right  does  not 
extend  beyond  a  southerly  end-line  (parallel  with  the  north  line)  through  the  point 
where  the  lode  intersects  the  exterior-line  of  the  said  senior  location. 

In  following  this  ruling  I  may  say  the  appellant's  right  does  not  ex- 
tend beyond  a  northerly  end-line  (parallel  to  the  south  line)  through 
the  point  where  the  lode  intersects  the  exterior  line  of  the  said  senior 
location  (**  Chicago  No.  2 ").  It  was  therefore  proper  to  require  the 
eud-lines  of  the  survey  to  be  re-adjusted,  so  as  to  accord  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law  and  regulations. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed,  and  a  new  survey  required  accordingly. 


CONTEST— PBEFE RE XCE  KIGHT  OF  ENTRY-RBLINQFISHMENT. 

CoMLBY  V.  Mills. 

» 

In  a  hearing  ordered  between   two  settlers  to  test  a  question  of  alleged  priority  a 
**  preference  right  of  entry  ''  is  not  acquired  as  under  a  coutest. 

Where  the  entryman,  during  the  pendency  of  such  litigation,  files  a  relinquishment 
the  question  at  issue  abates;  and  such  entrymau  has  thereafter  no  interest  in 
the  case  nor  right  of  appeal. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  Septe^nber  8,  1890. 

r 

Tour  office  by  letter  of  July  25, 1889,  transmitted  to  this  Department 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  A.  M.  Gomley  v.  B.  S.  Mills,  upon  the  a]>peal 
of  the  latter  from  your  decision  of  March  30,  1889  <^  awarding  the  pref- 
erence right  of  entry  to  the  former,  for  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  29,  T.  107  X., 
B.  57  W.,  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  land  district. 

The  record  shows  that  Mills  on  November  20,  1886,  made  homestead 
entry  for  this  land  in  lieu  of  his  pre-emption  filing  of  October  21,  of 
same  year. 
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On  February  16, 1887,  Oomley  made  application  to  file  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  for  the  same  tract,  allegingr  settlement  November 
20, 1886|  this  being  the  day  on  which  Mills  had  made  homestead  entry, 
the  register  and  receiver  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  which  of  the 
parties  had  the  prior  right  thereto,  and  upon  considering  the  testimony 
in  the  case  they  decided,  on  May  19, 1887,  that. Mills  had  such  right, 
and  rejected  the  application  of  Comley. 

From  this  decision  he  appealed,  and  on  March  30, 1889,  your  office, 
passing  upon  the  case,  found  that  Oomley  made  settlement  November 
20, 1886;  and  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  land,  and  gave 
him  the  preference  right 

In  your  decision,  referring  to  the  record  in  the  case,  you  say,  that  on 
Deceipber  2, 1887,  Mills'  homestead  entry  was  canceled  on  relinquish- 
ment, and  that  on  same  day  one  Delano  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
tract  and  that  said  cancellation  had  been  noted  in  your  office  on  l)e- 
•cember  16, 1887,  and  you  say : 

I  believe  further  that  his  settlement  and  contest  directly  brought  about  the  afore- 
said cancellation  in  your  office,  heuce,  I  award  to  A.  M.  Comley,  contestant,  the  pref- 
erence right  of  entry  to  this  tract  and  close  the  case. 

There  had  been  no  contest  initiated  by  Comley  against  any  entry  and 
there  was  no  question  of  '<  preference  right  of  entry"  in  the  case,  but 
only  the  question  of  priority  between  the  settlement  of  Comley  and  the 
homestead  right  of  Mills,  hence,  when  Mills  relinquished  his  rights  and 
his  entry  was  canceled,  there  was  nothing  left  for  you  to  try  or  deter- 
mine. These  parties  must  stand  on  their  settlement  rights,  and  Mills, 
having  relinquished  his  claim  under  his  entry,  ceased  to  have  any  inter- 
est in  the  case  and,  therefore,  has  no  right  of  at>peal. 

The  attempted  appeal  is  dismissed. 


TIMBEB  CUIiTUKE  CONTEST— INFANT  HKIB-NOTICE. 

FANSEY  V.  TOBaEBSEN. 

If  good  faith  is  apparent,  failure  to  fully  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  timber 
culture  law  may  be  excused,  where  such  failure  is  the  result  of  mistake,  and  an 
effort  is  made  to  onre  the  default  prior  to  the  initiation  of  the  contest. 

In  a  contest  against  the  claim  of  a  deceased  entryman  it  must  clearly  and  affirma- 
tively appear  that  the  proceedings  are  regular,  and  that  the  entryman  or  his 
legal  representatireB  have  liftiled  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Notice  of  the  prooeedinga  in  sueh  a  case  should  be  given  the  infknt  (sole)  heir,  and 
the  guardian  be  made  a  party  thereto  in  accordance  with  local  procedure. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office^  September  8,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Lonis  M.  Fansey  v.  Caroline  Torgersen, 
49ole  heir  at  law  of  Christ  Torgersen,  deceased,  as  presented  by  the  ap* 
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peal,  filed  by  ^^  A.  S.  BaldwiD,  attorney  for  the  claimant,"  from  the  de- 
cision of  yoar  office,  dated  October  22, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation 
timber  culture  entry  No.  1659  of  the  NW,  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  14  N.,  R.  22 
W.,  made  by  Christ  Torgersen  on  May  29, 1880,  at  the  North  Platte 
land  office,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Fansey,  on  October  22, 1884,  filed  in  said 
local  land  office  his  contest  affidavit,  alleging  that  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  said  entry,. and  knew  the  present  condition  of  the  laud 
covered  thereby  ]  '<  that  the  said  Christ  Torgersen  died  February,  1882^ 
aud  left,  surviving  him,  one  child,  whose  name  is  Caroline  Torgersen, 
and  who  is  his  sole  heir ;  that  said  Christ  Torgersen  failed  to  break  five 
acres  of  said  tract  in  1881 ;  that  said  heir  has  failed  to  break  or  cause  to 
be  broken  ten  acres  of  said  tract,  and  has  failed  to  plant  to  trees,  seeds, 
nuts,  or  cuttings,  ten  acres  of  said  tract  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done ; 
that  said  heir  has  failed  to  cultivate  ten  acres  of  said  tract  in  1883  and 
1884.  Notice  issued  on  the  same  day,  summoning  the  contestant  and 
said  heir  to  appear  at  said  local  office  on  December  18, 1884,  at  nine 

A.  M.,  and  also  that '  Depositions  in  said  cause  will  be  taken  before  B» 

B.  Pierce,  county  judge  of  Dawson  county,  at  his  office  in  Plum  Creek, 
on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1884.'"  The  depositions  wer^  taken  as 
directed  and  filed  in  the  local  office  on  December  17, 1884,  and  the  hear* 
ing  was  had  before  the  local  officers  qn  December  18,  same  year.  It 
nowhere  appears  that  notice  was  served  upon  said  heir,  but  it  is  shown 
that  witnesses  were  examined  by  said  county  judge  in  support  of  said 
entry. 

The  local  officers  found,  and  so  state  iu  their  decision,  ''that  the 
requisite  amount  of  breaking  was  done,  but,  by  mistake,  a  portion  of 
the  same  was  done  upon  an  adjoining  quarter  section ;  the  mistake  was 
learned  in  April,  1884,  there  being  at  least  two  and  a  half  acres  of  the 
same;"  that  ''the  entryman  should  not  suffer  for  this  honest  error» 
But,  upon  learning  said  mistake,  there  seems  to  have  been  no  effort 
made  on  the  part  of  the  entryman  or  his  (her)  representatives  to  cure 
said  defect ; "  that  the  testimony  showed  that  there  had  been  only 
seven  acres  planted  in  trees,  including  that  part  which  was  planted  by 
mistake  on  another  adjoining  tract ;  that  the  law  requires  strict  com- 
pliance, which  was  not  shown  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  the  local  officers^ 
therefore,  recommended  the  cancellation  of  said  entry. 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  in  the  name  oi  said  heir. 
Tour  office,  on  October  22, 1885,  found  that  the  entryman  died  in  the 
month  of  February,  1882;  that  prior  to  his  death  he  broke  ten  acres» 
of  which  only  six  or  seven  acres  were  upon  the  land  covered  by  his 
said  entry ;  that  since  the  discovery  of  said  defect  "no  effort  has  been 
made  to  cure  the  same.'' 

The  grounds  alleged  in  the  appeal,  taken  in  the  name  of  said  minor 
beir,  are,  that  the  decision  is  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  evidence,  aud 
that  the  heir,  who  was  a  young  child,  was  helpless,  until  a  guardian 
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had  been  appointed ;  that  her  guardian  ^'  did  all  in  his  power  to  remedy 
the  default,  if  any  existed,  before  suit  brought,  and  thereafter." 

The  evidence  in  the  case,  shows,  that  the  entry  man  in  his  lifetime 
broke  the  required  amount  on  what  he  supposed  was* the  tract  entered 
by  him,  but  by  mistake  a  part  of  the  breaking  wa«  on  an  adjoining 
tract ;  that  said  entryman  died  in  February,  1882,  and  that  H.  J.  Kolbo, 
on  November  12, 1884,  was  duly  appointed  guardian  of  Caroline  Tor- 
gerseu,  who  was  the  sole  heir  of  said  deceased  entryman ;  that  said 
contest  affidavit  was  filed  and  notice  issued  to  said  heir  on  October  22, 
1884.  One  of  the  witnesses  for  the  contestant,  Yanantwerp,  testified 
that  it  was  not  discovered  until  April,  1884,  that  the  breaking  was  not 
all  upon  the  right  claim ;  that  the  first  five  acres  were  planted  in  tim- 
ber in  1883,  but  about  two  and  a  half  acres  of  the  planting  were  on  the 
adjoining  claim ;  that  the  trees  on  the  adjoining  claim  were  transplanted 
upon  the  tract  in  question  in  the  spring  of  1884,  after  the  discovery  of 
the  mistake,  and  some  cuttings  set  out,  making  between  five  and  six 
acres  altogether,  and  only  seven  acres  of  breaking  then  upon  the  tract, 
without  the  fireguards. 

Another  witness,  Shelden,  states  (Evidence,  p.  15),  that  he  assisted 
in  making  a  survey  of  the  land  broken  on  the  tra^t  in  question,  about 
a  week  before  giving  his  evidence,  and  there  were  "  between  nine  and 
ten  acres  " ;  that  there  were  planted  between  five  and  six  acres  on  said 
tract  in  seeds,  trees,  nuts,  or  cuttings,  prior  to  October  22,  1884;  that 
about  an  acre  and  a  half  were  broken  ^'  the  past  summer"  on  the  south 
side  of  the  tract;  that  during  the  summer  of  1884  and  prior  to  the 
initiation  of  said  contest  there  were  planted  upon  said  tract  between 
'^  three  and  four  acres ; ''  that,  including  the  two  and  a  half  acres  planted 
on  the  adjoining  claim,  there  were  planted  *^  between  seven  and  eight 
acres."  On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  witness  Bainbridge  (Evidence,  p. 
19)  testified  that  five  acres,  supposed  to  be  on  the  claim,  were  planted 
in  trees  in  1883;  that  four  thousand  trees  were  planted  in  1884, 
^^  and  the  balance  of  it  was  planted  to  box  elder  seeds,"  about  three 
acres  in  the  opinion  of  the  witness,  although  he  did  not  measure  it ; 
that  in  the  spring  of  1884  a  little  over  six  acres  were  marked  off  for  the 
purpose  of  planting  to  trees,  but  this  piece  was  not  planted,  because  of 
the  division  of  the  section  which  cut  off  said  piece  from  the  land  en- 
tered ;  that  a  portion  of  the  fireguard,  about  forty-four  rods,  was  planted 
by  witness  in  box  elder  seeds ;  that  witness  planted  all  of  the  old  ground 
found  by  the  survey  to  be  on  the  tract  entered  and  the  balance  of  the 
fireguards  not  then  planted.  On  cross  examination  witness  testified, 
that  he  was  the  stepfather  of  the  claimant ;  that  he  replanted  some  of 
the  trees  from  the  adjoining  tract  to  the  land  in  question;  that  the 
ground  for  the  second  planting  was  plowed  between  the  10th  and  15th 
of  April,  1884,  and  marked  off  the  second  day  afterwards ;  that  there 
were  one  acre  and  sixteen  rods  of  new  breaking  done  upon  the  tract  in 
1884 ;  that  the  reason  more  land  was  not  broken  was  because  of  the 
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severe  dronth,  which  caased  the  land  to  become  so  dry  that  witness 
coald  not  break  any  more;  that  the  claimant  was  only  ten  years  old  the 
November  preceding ;  that  said  breaking  in  1884  was  done  in  the  month 
of  September. 

The  testimony  of  said  witness  is  corroborated  by  the  uncle  of  claim- 
ant, who  also  testified  that  the  entryman  died  on  February  15, 1882, 
that  there  has  been  no  administrator  of  his  estate;  that  his  widow  re- 
married in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  that  about  a  month  prior  to  the  date 
of  taking  satid  evidence,  Hans  J.  Kolbo  was  appointed  guardian  of  said 
heir.  Said  Kolbo  also  testified  in  behalf  of  the  claimant,  corroborating 
her  other  witnesses^  relative  to  the  breaking  and  planting  of  trees  upon 
the  said  tract  He  also  testified  that  he  was  appointed  guardian  of  said 
claimant  on  November  12,  1884 ;  that  prior  to  said  date  no  guardian 
had  been  appointed.  On  crossexamination,  witness  stated  that  prior  to 
May  1, 1884,  the  season  was  such  that  the  ground  could  be  properly 
prepared  for  planting  to  trees ;  that  the  trees  on  the  adjoining  claim  were 
transplanted  about  May  1st  to  the  tract  in  question ;  that  the  apj)lica- 
tion  to  have  witness  appointed  guardian  of  said  heir  was  filed  in  Sep- 
tember 1884,  and  that  as  her  guardian  he  '^  intends  to  do  what  the  law* 

requires about  the  tract;"  that  he  knew  he  would  be 

appointed  guardian  of  said  heir  prior  to  the  issuance  of  letters,  from 
a  letter  received  Irom  the  judge  of  said  court. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  apparent  that  said  entry  ought  not  to  be 
canceled.  The  local  officers  did  not  have  the  witnesses  before  them, 
and  their  statement,  concurred  in  by  your  office,  that  '<  no  effort  has 
been  made  by  the  entryman  or  his  representatives  to  cure  the  de- 
fect" in  the  breaking  and  planting  since  the  discovery  of  the  mistake 
of  the  entryman  in  his  plowing  and  planting  is  not  sustained  by  the 
weight  of  evidence  submitted  in  the  case. 

It  is  clear  that  the  requisite  amount  of  land  would  have  been  duly 
planted  in  1883  had  it  not  been  for  the  mistakfe  of  the  entryman,  con- 
ceded to  have  been  honestly  made,  and  some  effort  was  made  to  remedy 
the  defect  prior  to  the  filing  of  said  contest  affidavit. 

The  circumstances  of  this  case  are  such,  in  my  judgment,  that  they 
furnish  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  default,  and  there  is  an  entire  want  of 
evidence  of  any  bad  faithon  the  part  of  the  entryman  in  his  lifetime, 
and,  certainly,  none  can  be  imputed  to  a  minor  child  only  ten  years  of 
age.  So  that  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  there  has  been  no  sufficient 
showing  made  of  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  timber 
culture  act. 

But,  independently  of  the  foregoing,  said  contest  could  be  dismissed 
because  the  suit  is  not  brought  and  continued  against  the  proper  parties. 

The  code  of  civil  procedure  for  the  State  of  Nebraska  (Ed.  1867,  p. 
307,  Sec.  38),  provides  that "  the  defense  of  an  infant  must  l»e  by  a 
guardian  for  the  suit,  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  court  in  which  the 
action  is  prosecuted,  or  by  the  judge  thereof,  or  by  the  probate  judge." 
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Said  code  also  provides  that  *'  When  the  defendant  is  a  miuor  under  the 
a^e  of  fourteen  yearo,  the  service  must  be  made  upon  him,  and  upon 
his  guardian  or  father,  or,  if  neither  of  these  can  be  found,  then  upon 
his  mother,  or  the  person  having  the  care  or  control  of  the  infant,  or 
with  whom  he  lives.'^    (Id.,  p.  404-5,  Sec.  76.) 

The  record  dof  s  not  affirmatively  show  that  said  notice  was  served 
upon  said  infant,  or  upon  her  parent  or  guardian  as  required  by  law, 
and  her  guardian  was  not  at  any  time  made  a  party  to  the  proceedings. 

While  it  is  true  that,  as  a  general  rule,  a  strict  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law  must  be  shown  by  claimants, 
especially  when  making  final  proof  in  support  of  their  claims,  yet,  it  is 
also  essential  that,  in  a  case  like  this,  when  the  contestant  seeks  to 
cancel  an  entry  which  will  deprive  a  sole  heir,  only  ten  years  of  age,  of 
her  inheritance,  it  must  be  clearly  and  affirmatively  shown  that  the 
proceedings  have  been  regular,  and  that  the  entryman  or  his  legal  rep- 
resentatives, in  case  of  his  decease,  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law;  and,  when  a  reasonable  excuse  is  given  for  any 
apparent  omission,  the  entry  will  not  be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  must  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  reversed. 


FINAL.  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS.— OSAGE  FILING. 

Wills  v.  Baohman. 

Final  proof  should  not  be  snbmitted  daring  the  pendency  of  adverse  proceedings 
instituted  by  another  to  secure  title  to  the  land  involved. 

The  time  within  which  an  Osage  filing  is  required  to  be  made  will  not  run  where  the 
local  office  is  closed,  and  the  Commissioner  directs  that  during  such  period  time 
'     will  not  run  as  against  applicants  for  public  land. 

Daring  the  pendency  of  a  contest  the  entryman  must  continue  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  8, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Henry  Wills  v.  Abraham  L.  Bachman, 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  yoar  office^ 
dated  February  J  7, 1887,  rejecting  his  proof  and  holding  for  cancellation 
his  Osage  declaratory  statement  I^o.  9191,  filed  in  the  Larned,  Kansas, 
land  office  on  October  1, 1885,  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  21,  T.  34  S.,  R.  18 
W.,  alleging  settlement  thereon  March  1,  same  year,  and  awarding  said 
land  to  said  Wills. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Wills  filed  his  Osage  declatory  statement 
for  said  tract  on  October  12, 1885,  alleging  settlement  the  day  previous ; 
that  Bachman,  after  due  notice,  made  final  proof  in  support  of  his  claim, 
and  upon  a  protest  of  said  Wills  alleging  a  valid  adverse  claim,  a  hear- 
ing was  duly  ordered  on  March  13, 1886,  and  had  oii  April  19,  same 
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year,  to  determine  the  rights  of  said  parties  to  said  tracts ;  that  said 
heariug  was  coDtinued  from  day  to  day  until  April  21,  1886,  when  the 
case  was  contiuaed  until  August  26,  same  year,  to  enable  parties 
to  take  depositions,  and  the  case  was  closed  on  August  27,  1886; 
and  that  on  April  19,  1886,  Wills  made  final  proof  before  tbe  register 
of  said  office.  The  local  officers  found  that  Bachman  was  fir^t  seen 
upon  the  tract  in  question  on  the  last  of  February  or  first  of  March, 
1885,  when  he  commenced  to  build  a  dug-out  eight  by  twelve  feet,  with 
a  diit  roof;  that  he  had  fourteen  acres  of  breaking,  a  well  eighteen  feet 
deep,  without  any  water,  but  had  cultivated  no  crop  on  said  land  prior 
to  his  final  proof;  that  Wills  settled  on  said  land  about  August  11, 
1885,  and  that  Bachman^s  improvements  then  consisted  of  said  dug-out, 
and  one  third  of  an  acre  plowed ;  that  no  one  was  then  living  in  said 
dugout,  and  it  looked  from  its  general  appearance  as  if  the  tract  had 
been  abandoned ;  that  Bachman  only  lived  in  his  dugout  about  ten 
days,  while  his  brother's  family  lived  with  him  until  they  were  driven 
out  by  a  heavy  rain  ;  that  Wills  resided  upon  said  tract  from  August 
13, 1885,  and  up  to  the  time  of  said  hearing  he  was  not  absent  more 
than  ten  days ;  that  after  submitting  a  part  of  his  testimony  in  the  case, 
he  abandoned  said  tract  and  went  back  to  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which 
indicates  bad  faith.  The  local  officers  therefore  held  for  rejection  the 
final  proof  of  each  of  said  parties. 

On  appeal,  your  office  found  that  they  were  qualified  pre-emptors  and 
were  actual  settlers  upon  said  tract  at  the  dates  their  respective  proofs 
were  made ;  that  by  the  failure  of  Bachman,  who  was  the  prior  settler, 
to  file  his  declaratory  statement  within  the  period  required  by  law,  and 
before  the  intervention  of  the  valid  adverse  right  of  Wills,  he  lost  the 
l)eDefit  of  his  prior  settlement  and  his  entry  was  barred  by  the  statute ; 
that  at  the  date  Wills  made  his  final  proof  he  was  an  actual  settler  upon 
the  land  in  question  and  had  resided  thereon  for  more  than  six  months 
next  preceding  said  date,  and  the  land  must  be  awarded  to  him. 

On  May  10, 1887,  the  local  office  transmitted  an  application  by  Bach- 
man's  attorney  for  a  modification  of  said  decision,  or  for  a  new  trial, 
service  of  which  upon  the  attorneys  of  Wills,  without  objection  as  to 
time,  was  acknowledged  on  April  28,  same  year.  The  grounds  of  said 
application  are  that  the  decision  of  your  office  overlooked  the  fact  ap- 
parent in  the  record,  that  said  Wills  was  not  an  actual  resident  of  said 
tract  at  the  date  of  his  proof  and  entry,  l^ut  was  more  than  one  hun- 
dred miles  distant,  on  his  way  to  Missouri,  and  that  said  Bachman  was 
there  and  had  been  ever  since  his  settlement,  actually  residing  on  said 
land;  that  if  said  facts  are  not  shown  by  the  record,  said  Bachman,  by  his 
attorney,  N.  B.  Freeland,  asks  that  time  be  given  to  show  the  same  by 
afiidavits.  Said  application  concludes  with  a  statement  made  under 
oath  by  said  Freeland  that  he  had  that  ilay  received  a  letter  from  said 
Bachman  stating  that  his  former  counsel  in  said  case  had  removed  to 
Colorado;  also  that  said  Freeland  was  informed  and  believed  that  the 
2497— No.  11 17 
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allegations  iu  said  applicatiou  were  true ;  that  the  time  for  appeal  had 
so  nearly  expired  that  there  was  not  time  to  have  said  application  veri- 
fied by  the  defendant,  which  was  the  only  reason  why  said  connsel  veri- 
fied said  a])plication. 

i)n  August  1,  1887,  the  local  office  transmitted  another  applicatiou  of 
said  Bachmau,  by  his  said  attorney,  asking  that  your  said  office  decision 
be  reversed,  because  the  same  was  an  oversight  for  the  reason  that  said 
laud  office  was  closed  on  account  of  fire  from  May  27, 1885,  until  Octo- 
ber 1,  same  year,  and  hence  Bachmau  could  not  have  filed  for  said  land 
during  the  time  the  office  was  closed. 

Your  office,  on  October  8, 1887,  refused  to  modify  said  decisiou  be- 
cause said  motion  was  not  filed  in  time,  it  appearing  that  the  parties 
were  duly  notified  of  your  office  decision  on  February  23, 1887,  and  the 
application  did  not  allege  any  newly-discovered  evidence.  •  Notice  of 
said  decision  of  your  office  was  duly  given  to  the  attorney  of  said  Bach- 
man,  and  on  October  31, 1887,  the  local  officers  transmitted  the  appeal 
from  said  decision  of  February  17,  1887,  filed  iu  their  office  ou  October 
15,  same  year,  which  was  transmitted  by  your  office  to  the  Department 
on  November  29,  following. 

The  errors  alleged  are  that  your  office  rejected  appellant's  claim  be- 
<^ause  he  did  not  file  in  time,  when  the  fact  was  that  the  delay  in  filing 
^as  caused  by  the  closing  of  said  local  office  from  May  27,  to  October 
1,  1885,  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  its  records  by  fire;  and  he  in- 
sists that  your  office  should  have  corrected  the  decision  as  soon  as  the 
error  was  indicated.  It  is  also  alleged  that  the  attorney  of  record  for 
said  Bachman  at  said  hearing  had  removed  to  Colorado  prior  to  said 
decision  of  February  17,  1887,  and  had  abandoned  all  practice  before 
said  local  office,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  said  appellant's  attorney 
received  no  notice  of  said  decision  until  a  very  few  days  prior  to  the 
filing  of  said  application  for  said  reconsideration,  which  was  made  within 
thirty  days  from  the  time  the  same  was  received  either  by  appellant  or 
his  present  counsel  who  was  his  counsel  at  that  time.  With  said  appeal 
is  filed  a  duly  certified  copy  of  a  letter  from  your  office  dated  June  13, 
1885,  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  said  office  instructing  them  to  "ad- 
vise settlers,  desiring  to  place  their  claims  of  record,  that  the  time 
during  which  the  office  is  closed  for  general  business  will  not  run  against 
them." 

On  the  part  of  Wills,  it  is  insisted  that  said  application  for  review 
came  too  late,  and  that  the  decision  of  your  office  has  become  final,  and 
has  passed  in  remjudicatam. 

The  record  shows  many  irregularities.  In  the  first  place,  Wills 
should  not  have  been  permitted  to  make  final  proof  while  the  right  of 
Bachman  to  said  tract  was  still  pending.  Wills  had  protested  against 
the  allowance  of  Bachman's  proof,  alleging  his  own  adverse  claim  to  the 
land,  and  until  the  right  of  Bachman  to  the  tract  was  finally  determined, 
no  further  action  could  be  taken  by  the  local  officers  or  the  land  depart- 
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ment.  Rales  of  Practice,  No.  53  (4L.  D.,  43);  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pac.  R.  R.  r.  Eastou  (id.,  265) ;  Stroud  v.  De  Wolf  (id.,  394) ;  Bailey  v. 
TowDseud  (5  L.  D.,  176) ;  Wade  v.  Sweeney  (6  L.  D.,  234) ;  Lewis  Peter- 
son (8  L.  D.,  121) ;  Laflfoou  v  Artis  (9  L.  D.,  279). 

Tbe  decision  of  your  office  adverse  to  Bachman  is  based  upon  his 
failure  to  file  witLin  the  tiine  required  by  law.  If  the  allegations  of  the 
appellant  be  true,  then  it  is  apparent  that  he  did  file  in  time,  for, by  the 
express  direction  of  your  office,  the  time  did  not  run  while  the  local 
office  was  closed,  which  the  attorney  for  appellant  swears  was  until 
October  1,  1885.  Moreover,  the  attorney  for  Bachman  also  swears  that 
the  counsel  of  record  for  appellant  at  the  date  of  said  hearing  had  re- 
moved to  Colorado  prior  to  said  decision  of  February  17,  1885,  and  that 
the  application  for  modification  was  filed  iu  due  time  after  the  appellant 
or  tbe  attorney  who  filed  said  application  had  received  notice  of  said 
decision.  But,  conceding  that  upon  a  strict  construction  of  the  rules  of 
practice  said  motion  was  not  filed  within  the  time  required,  yet,  since 
your  office  has  allowed  the  appeal,  and  it  is  alleged  that  said  Wills 
abandoned  said  tract  pending  said  contest,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
case  should  be  considered  by  this  Department. 

It  is  well  settled  that,  pending  a  contest,  the  entrynian  must  continue 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  Byrne  v.  Dorward  (5  L 
D.,  104) ;  Taschi  v.  Lester  (6  L.  D.,  27). 

Tbe  tract  in  question  is  a  part  of  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and  dimin- 
ished reserve  lands,  and  is  disposed  of  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  May  28,  1880  (21  Stats.,  143),  which  require  the 
applicant  to  purchase  to  become  an  actual  Settler  at  the  date  of  the  en- 
try. United  States  v.  Atterbery  et  al.  (8  L.  D.,  173) ;  Hessong  v,  Bur- 
gan,  (9  L.  D.,  353) ;  United  States  v.  Jones  (10  L.  D.,  23). 

In  view  of  the  allegations  made  by  the  appellant  relative  to  the  clos 
iug  of  said  office,  the  abandonment  of  said  tract  by  Wills  prior  to  the 
final  determination  of  said  contest,  and  his  own  continued  residence 
upon  said  land,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  tbe  case  should  be  remanded 
to  the  local  office  for  further  proceedings  after  due  notice  to  said  par- 
ties of  the  time  and  place  thereof,  at  which  appellant  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  submit  testimony  relative  to  the  closing  of  said  land  office, 
the  absence  of  said  Wills  from  said  tract,  and  any  other  facts  tending 
to  show  his  good  faith  in  the  premises.  Wills  should  also  be  allowed  to 
controvert  the  teslimony  submitted  by  Bachman,  and  furnish  any  addi- 
tional testimony  he  may  choose  tending  to  show  his  superior  right  to 
tbe  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 
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PRACTICE-APPEAL— REHEARING— CERTIORARI. 

Witter  v.  Ostroski 

An  appeal  should  be  taken  from  the  original  decision,  and  not  from  the  refusal  ta 
grant  a  rehearing. 

The  Commissioner's  discretion  in  the  matter  of  ordering  a  i*eheariug  will  not  be  con- 
trolled by  the  Department  in  the  absence  of  any  apparent  abuse  of  such  discre- 
tionary authority. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfficSj 

September  9, 1890. 

By  letter  of  April  12, 1890,  you  transmitted  the  petition  for  certio- 
rari filed  by  the  attorney  of  George  F.  Witter  Jr.,  in  the  case  of  said 
Witter  V.  John  Ostroski,  involving  the  tatter's  homestead  entry  for 
the  N.  J  of  SE.  i  of  Sec.  8  T.  22  K,  R.  6  B.,  Wausau,  Wisconsin,  land 
district. 

It  seems  from  said  petition  and  the  copy  of  your  office  decision  made 
a  part  thereof,  that  Ostroski's  homestead  entry  was  attacked  by  Witter 
on  the  charge  that  it  was  fraudulently  and  illegally  made ;  that  the 
local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  the  contestant  and  overruled  a  motion 
for  a  rehearing ;  that  the  entry  man  appealed  to  your  office ;  and  that  you 
by  decision  of  March  2, 1890  dismissed  said  appeal,  upon  motion  of  the 
contestant,  for  the  reason  that  it  contained  no  specifications  of  error,  but 
then  proceeded  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the  case  under  rale  48  of  rules  of 
practice  without  specifying  under  which  subdivision  of  said  rule  said 
action  was  warranted,  decided  that  a  motion  for  a  rehearing  should 
have  been  granted,  and  remanded  the  case  for  a  new  trial. 

Thereupon  the  motion  now  under  consideration  was  filed. 

Counsel  for  Witter  seem  to  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  became  of  the 
appeal  from  the  refusal  to  grant  a  rehearing.  There  was  really  but 
one  appeal,  and  that  from  the  decision  of  the  case.  See  John  B.  Nickel 
(9  L.  D.,  388). 

Your  dismissal  of  the  appeal  seems  to  have  been  proper,  .but  I  do  not 
find  anything  in  the  record  before  me  that  brings  the  case  within  either 
of  the  four  subdivisions  of  rule  48  of  rules  of  practice. 

Counsel  for  the  applicant  has  discussed  rule  48  very  fully,  but  he 

seems  to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  rule  83  on  which  he  bases  hi^ 

application  for  a  writ,  provides  for  certiorari  when  the  Commissioner 

'^  shall  formally  decide  that  a  party  has  no  right  of  appeal  to  the 

Secretary." 
In  the  case  at  bar  no  appeal  was  taken  and  no  decision  formal  or 

otherwise  was  rendered  denying  the  same.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
decision  was  merely  an  interlocutory  order  and  as  no  appeal  would  lie 
from  it,  none  need  be  oftered.  The  Department  will  not  review  on  cer- 
tiorari an  interlocutory  order  of  the  Commissioner,  unless  good  cause  is 
shown  for  such  action.    Olney  v,  Shyrock  (9  L.  D.,  633). 
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The  case  is  similar  to  that  of  Gibson  v,  Vau  Gilder  (9  L.  D.,  626),  in 
which  it  was  said  : — 

Under  this  rale  (72)  the  Commissionei  may  grant  a  rehearing  .  .•  .  .  and  he 
may  also  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion  order  a  farther  investigation  or  hearing 
when  necessary  to  enable  him  to  render  an  intelligent  decision  in  the,  case,  althongh 
no  motion  for  a  rehearing  is  filed,  and  the  Department  will  not  control  the  Commis' 
sioner  in  the  exercise  of  this  discretion  unless  there  is  an  apparent  abase  of  it  ...    . 

The  remanding  of  this  case  for  farther  hearingdoes  not  violate  rule  48  becanse  that 
rale  maBt  be  considered  in  connection  with  rnle  72,  which  allows  the  Commissioner 
in  bis  discretion  to  make  farther  investioration  and  to  have  additional  testimony  before 
him,  before  passing  npou  the  merits  of  the  case,  or  passing  npon  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers. 

I  do  not  find  in  the  case  at  bar  any  abuse  of  discretion,  nor  do  I  find 
that  the  petitioner  will  suflfer  any  material  injury  by  the  order  made. 
The  application  is  therefore  refused. 


NOTICE— PUBLICATION— ACT  OF  .TUNE   15,   1880. 

Jones  v.  De  Haan. 

NoticH  of  a  decision  ^iven  by  nnregistered  letter  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  service  ; 
nor  do  the  rules  of  practice  provide  for  verbal  notice  in  such  a  case. 

In  au  affidavit,  tiled  as  the  basin  for  an  order  of  publication,  which  sots  forth  that  the 
di»f«*Ddant  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State,  and  personal  Hervice  can  not  be  made,  it 
is  not  necessiiry  to  show  what  efforts  have  l)een  made  to  secure  personal  service 
on  the  defendant. 

Tlie  initiation  of  a  contest  suspendH  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15, 
\f¥0. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  9,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Adam  De  Unan  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  October  3, 1888,  in  which  the  record  shows  that  De  Haan  made 
homestead  entry  No.  2936  February  28,  1879,  of  tlie  E.  J  of  the  NE.  J, 
Sec.  4,  T.  11,  R.  30  W.,  Wa  Keeuey,  Kansas,  and  additional  home- 
stead entry  No.  2992,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stat.,  472),  of 
the  west  half  of  the  same  quarter  section. 

May  19,  1885,  John  II.  Jones  initiated  contest,  charging  abandon- 
ment of  both  said  entries.  Notice  of  contest  was  made  by  publication 
on  the  affidavit  of  Jones  that  defendant,  De  Haan,  was  not  a  resident 
of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  obtained. 
At  the  hearing,  July  7, 1885,  defendant  made  default,  and  plaintiff  ap- 
peared and  submitted  testimony  in  support  of  his  charge  of  abandon- 
ment. 

September  23,  1885,  before  a  decision  was  rendered  on  the  contest, 
defendant  applied  to  purchase  said  tracts  under  the  act  of  June  16, 
1880  (21  Stat.,  237),  which  application  was  granted  by  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  he  was  permitted  to  make  cash  entry  No.  1122,  and  the 
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contest  was  dismissed.  Jones  did  not  appeal  from  the  action  of  the 
register  and  receiver  in  dismissing  his  contest  until  December  8,  1886. 
The  reasons  for  such  delay  are  set  forth  in  your  office  decision  (letter 
'^  H''  to  register  and  receiver),  and  are  as  follows  : 

The  case  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  office  by  plaiDtifTs  letter,  dated 
February  S,  1886,  inqairing  as  to  the  status  of  the  same.  As  the  result  of  such  let- 
ter,  aud  in  reply  to  office  letter  of^ August  16,  1886,  you  transmitted  the  record  in 
the  case  August  19,  1886,  with  report  that  though  notified  of  your  decision  dismiss- 
ing the  contest,  plaintiff  took  no  further  action  in  the  premises.  October  18,  1886» 
you  reported,  in  response  to  office  letter  of  October  4,  1886,  that,  although  you  had 
no  evidence  in  your  office  showing  that  plaintiff  received  notice  of  your  several  ac< 
tions  in  dismissing  his  contest  and  allowiug  defendant  to  purchase  land,  yet  such 
notice  was  evidently  sent  to  him  ^t  his  post- office  address,  Grinnell,  Kansas,  inas- 
much as  it  was  the  invariable  custom  of  your  office  to  so  notify  contestants.  Upon 
this  you  were  directed  by  office  letter  of  October  30, 1886,  to  notify  plaintifi^thatif  be 
could  show  by  his  own  affidavit  and  that  of  his  attorney  of  record  that  he  never 
received  official  notice  of  your  decision,  he  would  be  entitled  to  file  an  appeal  there- 
from. October  28,  1S87,  you  transmitted  said  affidavits,  together  with  the  appeal  of 
plaintifi^,  and  the  counter  affidavits  submitted  by  defendant  in  support  of  his  motion 
for  the  dismissal  of  the  appeal.  In  plaintiff's  affidavit  and  the  affidavit  of  his  at- 
torney it  is  set  forth  by  each  that  he  never  received  any  notice  from  your  office  of 
the  dismissal  of  the  contest.  In  the  affidavits  submitted  by  defendants  two  show 
that  it  was  the  invariable  custom  of  your  office  to  notify  contestants  of  the  dismissal 
of  their  contests  on  purchases  like  the  one  in  question,  and  two  set  forth  that  im- 
mediately after  the  dismissal  and  purchase  herein,  the  plaintiff  was  personally  and 
verbally  advised  by  one  McGraw  and  the  local  officers  of  the  said  decision  of  your 
office.  Such  a  notice  both  he  and  his  attorney  swear  as  aforesaid  they  never  received^ 
and  as  before  shown  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  disproving  their  claim. 

Upon  this  evidence  you  held  that  the  appeal  was  properly  before  you. 
You  also  held  that  the  proof  of  abandonment  was  sufficiently  shown^ 
an<1  canceled  both  homestead  entries  and  held  defendant's  cash  entry 
subject  to  contestant's  preference  right. 

From  this  decision  Catherine  L.  Y.  Davis,  third  transferee  from  the 
original  entryman,  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

Comparing  the  statement  of  facts  as  set  forth  in  your  office  decision 
with  the  record  before  me,  I  find  it  is  substantially  correct,  with  this 
exception :  instead  of  two  affidavits  setting  forth  personal  and  verbal 
notice  to  plaintiff,  I  find  but  one,  and  that  was  made  by  E.  A.  McMath 
(instead  of  McGraw),  and  stated  in  substance :  ^'  That  contestant,  shortly 
after  the  dismissal  of  his  contest,  had  told  affiant  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  his  attorney  that  his  contest  havl  been  dismissed,  and  that  he 
had  then  gone  to  the  local  office,  and  the  receiver  had  also  informed 
him  of  this  fact ;  affiant  also  states  that  on  the  day  the  cash  entry  was 
allowed,  he,  affiant,  informed  contestant's  attorney  of  the  dismissal  of 
the  contest  and  allowance  of  the  entry." 

From  this  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  no  notice  of  the  dismissal  of 
his  contest  was  ever  properly  served  upon  him.  Practice  Rule  44  re- 
quires such  notice  to  be  in  writing,  and  to  be  served  personally  or  by 
registered  letter  through  the  mail.    Notice  sent  by  unregistered  letter 
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is  iDsufficient  evidence  of  service.  (Johnson  v.  Miller,  8  L.  D.,  477 ; 
English  V,  Noteboom,  7  L.  D.,  335).  The  case  cited  by  appellant  (New 
Orleans  Canal  and  Banking  Co.  v.  State,  5  L.  D.,  479)  is  not  in  point. 
In  that  case  notice  was  sent  by  unregistered  letter  to  the  counsel  of  the 
bank,  and  it  was  held  to  be  sufficient,  for  the  reason  that  he  admitted 
that  he  received  it.  There  is  no  such  admission  in  this  case;  on  the 
contrary,  both  contestant  and  his  attorney  deny  e^er  receiving  any 
kind  of  notice,  and  the  only  evidence  tending  to  show  that  notice  was 
sent  to  contestant  is  the  affidavits  referred  to,  showing  that  it  was  the 
invariable  custom  of  the  office  to  send  such  notice  through  the  mail,  by 
unregistered  letter.  Notice  verbally  given,  as  testified  to  by  McM^ath, 
can  not  be  held  sufficient,  as  the  Practice  Rules  nowhere  provide  for 
verbal  notice,  nor  should  they.  The  appeal  was  therefore  properly  be- 
fore the  Commissioner. 
The  next  point  insisted  on  by  counsel  for  appellant  is  that — 

No  personal  serTice  of  uotice  of  contest  was  ever  made,  and  no  saffioient  affidavit 
was  made  for  coustruotive  service  by  publicatioD,  the  affidavit  making  uoshowiuj^  of 
any  eff'ort  to  make  personal  service,  as  required  by  rule  eleven  (11). 

This  objection  goes  to  the  root  of  the  whole  matter,  for  if  it  is  sustained, 
tbe  local  office  had  no  jurisdiction,  in  other  words  there  was  no  contest 
pending  and  the  cash  entry  was  properly  allowed.  That  part  of  the 
affidavit  of  contest  which  has  relation  to  service  is  as  follows:  ^^That 
said  l>e  Haan  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  that  personal 
service  can  not  be  obtained." 

Counsel  for  appellant  contends  that  this  is  insufficient  to  authorize 
service  by  publication,  because  the  affidavit  does  not  show  thereby  that 
he  made  any  effort  to  procure  personal  service  on  the  defendant,  as 
required  by  rule  11  (rule  12  then  in  force).     This  rule  is  as  follows : 

Notice  may  be  given  by  publication  alone  only  wheu  it  is  showu  by  affidavit  of 
conteetant  and  by  such  other  evidence  as  the  register  and  receiver  may  require,  that 
due  diligence  has  been  used,  and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  made.    The  party 
will  be  required  to  state  what  effort  has  been  made  to  get  personal  service. 

It  is  quite  plain  that  this  rule  contemplates  two  classes  of  cases: 

Ist.  Notice  by  publication  to  the  entryman  wheu  he  is  a  non-resident 
of  the  State. 

2nd.  When  the  entryman  is  within  the  State  but  absconds,  or  so  con- 
ceals himself  that  personal  service  can  not  be  made  upon  him.  Under 
this  rule,  in  the  latter  case,  before  the  contestant  is  justified  in  resort- 
ing to  service  by  publication,  he  must  set  out  the  facts  showing  what 
effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  personal  service,  so  the  register  and 
receiver  may  determine  whether  or  not  he  has  used  due  diligence  in 
such  a  degree  as  to  justify  them  in  allowing  him  to  proceed  to  obtain 
service  by  publication. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  '^  diligence  "  used,  and  the  '*  effort ''  made, 
which  must  be  shown,  are  ^'  to  get  personal  service."  If  the  party  is 
not  a  resident  of  the  State,  no  diligence  or  effort  can  *^  get  personal 
service."    The  rules  of  practice  pertaining  to  the  same  matter  must, 
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like  difierent  sections  of  the  same  statute,  be  construed  together,  so  as 
to  give  effect  to  all,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
Kule  9  (then  rule  10)  is  as  follows: 

Personal  tervice  shall  be  made  in  all  cases  when  possible,  if  the  party  to  be  served 
is  resident  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  and  shall  consist  in 
the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the  notic^  to  each  person  to  be  served. 

Prom  this  rule  it  is  equally  plain  that  personal  service  is  not  required 
to  be  made,  if  the  party  to  be  served  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State  or 
Territory;  why,  then,  should  diligence  be  shown  to  make  personal 
service  where  such  service  is  not  required  to  be  made. 

I  think  these  two  rules  can  be  reconciled  to  this  construction.  Rule 
9  provides  for  personal  service,  when  possible,  on  residents  of  the  State 
or  J'erritory.    Rule  10  provides  for  the  execution  of  such  notice. 

Rule  11  provides  for  a  dififerent  method  of  service  when  personal 
servitie  is  impossible,  i.  e.,  by  reason  of  non-residence  or  because  the 
party  can  not  by  diligence  be  found.  Its  meaning  will  be  readily 
undtTStood,  if  we  prefix  the  following,  to  aid  in  its  construction,  to  wit : 
Though  personal  service  is  required  when  possible  on  all  persons  resident 
of  the  State  or  Territory^  yet  notice  may  be  given  by  i)ublication,  etc. 
Numerous  decisions  of  this  Department  have  been  made  in  which  it  is 
held,  that  an  affidavit  alleging  that  after  diligent  search  the  residence 
or  whereabouts  of  defendant  can  not  be  found  or  ascertained,  or  that 
personal  service  can  not  be  made  upon  the  defendant,  and  many  other 
allegations  to  the  same  effect,  are  insufficient,  that  the  plaintiff  must 
show,  as  required  in  rule  11,  what  efforts  he  has  made  to  get  personal 
service,  bnt  no  decision  has  come  under  my  observation,  after  careful 
research,  in  which  it  is  held,  when  the  affidavit  contained  the  positive 
allegation,  as  in  this  case,  that  the  defendant  is  not  a  residerit  of  the 
State,  that  plaintiff  must  also  set  forth  what  effort  he  has  made  to  obtain 
personal  service.  Such  a  requirement  would  seem  absurd,  for,  as  said 
before,  whence  the  necessity  to  show  an  endeavor  to  do  something  not 
required  to  be  done.  The  allegation  '-that  the  defendant  is  not  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State,"  is  the  statement  of  a  fact,  and  the  reasons  why  the 
contestant  knows  it  is  so  need  not,  in  my  judgment,  be  stated.  It  adds 
nothing  to  the  strength  of  the  statement  of  fact.  In  Bone  v.  Dicker- 
son's  heirs  (8  L.  D.,  452),  the  affidavit  was  that  *'  J.  Frank  Dickersou 
has  failed  and  his  heirs  or  legal  representatives  have  failed  to  plant  or 

cause  to  be  planted  five  acres  of  trees,  tree  seeds,  etc., and 

that  the  said  Frank  Dickersou  has  been  dead  for  at  least  two  years  last 
l)ast.  Upon  this  affidavit  notice  was  issued  by  publication  to  the  heirs 
of  J.  Frank  Dickersou.  Ernest  0.  Dickersou,  testamentary  devisee, 
appeared  by  counsel  and  moved  the  dismissal  of  the  contest  for  want 
of  notice.  The  local  officers  overruled  the  motion,  and  found  for  con- 
testant. On  appeal  to  your  office,  their  decision  was  affirmed  on  the 
ground  that  the  defendant  being  a  non-resident,  the  notice  was  suf- 
ficient. 

On  appeal  to  this  Department  the  decision  of  your  office  was  reversed, 
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and  one  of  the  reasons  stated  in  such  reversal  is,  because  the  affidavit 
did  not  show  that  ^^due  diligence  had  been  used,  and  that  personal 
service  could  not  be  made.^' 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  affidavit  in  this  case  does  not,  as  in  the 
case  at  bar,  state  that ''  defendant  is  not  a  resident  of  the  State,"  there- 
fore, as  it  did  not  show  that  contestant  had  used  due  diligence  to 
make  personal  service,  it  was  clearly  not  sufficient  to  authorize  notice 
by  publication,  and  the  fact  as  found  by  the  Commissioner,  that  the 
defendant  was  actually  a  nonresident,  did  not  cure  the  error,  for,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Department,  the  affidavit  must  show  on 
iU  face  all  the  facts  necessary  to  authorize  the  service  of  notice  by  pub- 
lication, or  no  jurisdiction  will  be  conferred  upon  the  local  officers. 

In  Allen  v.  Le^t  (6  L.  D.,  669),  cited  in  the  foregoing  case,  the  affidavit 
alleged  that  '^  he  had  made  due  and  diligent  search  for  Dexter  Leet 
and  that  he  can  not  be  found  nor  heard  of,  and  that  personal  servicje  of 
notice  of  this  contest  can  not  be  made  on  said  defendant  in  the  State  of ' 
Nebraska."  All  of  which  might  be  true  and  still  the  defendant  be  a  res- 
ident of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  he  might  have  absconded  or  con- 
cealed himself  so  that  personal  service  could  not  be  haii  upon  him- 
This  affidavit  is  therefore  not  equivalent  to  an  allegation  of  non-resi- 
dence, and  it  was  properly  held  to  be  defective. 

I  tind  therefore  that  the  affidavit  in  this  case  was  a  compliance  with 
the  rule,  and  was  sufficient  to  authorize  publication  of  notice  of  contest. 
The  record  also  satisfactorily  shows  that  contestant  mailed  a  copy  of 
the  notice  by  legistered  letter  to  the  lavst  known  address  of  claimant  at 
least  thirty  days  before  the  hearing,  and  tluit  a  like  copy  was  posted  in 
a  conspicuous  place  on  the  land  for  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  day 
set  for  hearing,  nml  us  the  [U'ovision  requiring  the  same  to  be  posted 
in  the  register's  office  during  the  period  of  publication  was  not  in  force 
at  the  time  the  contest  was  initiated,  all  the  requirements  of  the  law 
necessary  to  give  Jurisdiction  to  the  register  and  receiver  seem  to  have 
been  complied  with.  The  conti^st,  then,  having  been  properly  initiated 
prior  to  the  cash  entry  of  De  Uaan,  such  entrj'  was  improperly  allowed, 
under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880  (21  Stat.,  237). 

As  this  case  had  not  been  finally  adjudicated  at  the  rendition  of  the 
decision  of  the  case  of  Friese  v,  Ilobson  (4  L.  D.,  680),  it  falls  within  the 
purview  of  that  decision,  which  is  again  followed  by  lioberts  r.  Mahl, 
6  L  1).,  446,  and  Arnold  v.  Hildreth,  7  L.  D.,  oOO. 

The  evidence  abundantly  shows  that  at  the  time  of  the  initiation  of 
the  contest  the  defendant  had  abandoned  his  entry,  and  taken  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  Oregon,  many  hundred  miles  distant.  The 
good  faith  of  contestant  is  clearly  shown  by  continued  residence  on 
the  land  and  im[)rovenients,  amounting  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  The  contest  will  therefore  be  sustained,  and  cash  entry  No. 
1122  will  be  suspended  to  await  final  action  on  contestant's  application 
to  exercise  his  preference  right. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 
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FINAL  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS— TRANSFEREE. 

Ellis  M.  Brown  et  al. 

When  final  proof  is  not  taken  before  the  officer  designated,  but  is  otherwise  satis- 
factory, and  the  entryman  refuses  to  respond  to  farther  requirements,  the  trans> 
feree  may  care  the  defect  by  procuring  a  certificate  both  from  the  officer  designated 
to  take  the  proof,  and  the  one  taking  the  same,  that  no  protest  was  at  any  time 
filed  against  the  entry. 

If  sach  certificates  can  not  be  obtained,  the  proof  may  be  accepted  as  made,  aft«r  re- 
publication and  in  the  absence  of  protest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  9,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Ellis  M.  Brown  on  appeal  by  the  Security 
Mortgagre  aod  Investment  Company,  mortgagee,  from  your  decision  of 
February  15,  1889,  requiring  new  final  proof  on  the  pre-emption  cash 
entry  made  by  Brown  for  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  25,  T.  115  N.,  R.  76  W.^ 
Huron,  South  Dakota,  land  district. 

On  February  28, 1884,  Brown  made  settlement  on  said  land,  on  Marcb 
Ist  following  he  filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  therefor,  and 
made  actual  residence  thereon  on  March  8th,  same  year. 

On  July  26,  1884,  he  gave  notice  by  publication  that  he  would  make 
final  proof  "  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  Sully  county^ 
at  Clifton,  Dakota  Ter.,  on  Saturday  the  6th  day  of  September  1884,'^ 
and  on  said  day  at  the  said  town  he  made  final  proof  before  Merit 
Sweny,  probate  judge  of  Sully  county  Dakota  Territory,  and  the  same 
was  accepted  by  the  local  officers,  final  certificate  was  issued  September 
16th  following,  and  he  paid  to  the  receiver  $200,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor. 

On  February  21, 1887,  your  office,  by  letter  "  G"  of  that  date  notified 
the  register  and  receiver  at  Huron  D.  T.  that  said  claimant  would  be 
required  to  make  new  publication  and  new  proof,  because  the  proof  was 
not  taken  as  stated  in  the  published  notice. 

It  appears  that  Brown  was  notified  of  your  said  letter  "G"  by  regis- 
tered letter,  and  that  he  gave  it  no  attention  and  on  June  14, 1888,  by 
your  letter  "G"  of  that  date  the  local  officers  were  directed  to  notify 
him  that  his  entry  was  held  for  cancellation,  subject  to  appeal. 

It  appears  from  the  records  and  evidence  that  Brown,  after  receiving 
said  final  certificate  mortgaged  said  land  to  the  Security  Mortgage  and 
Investment  Company,  and  sold  the  equity  of  redemption  to  one  David- 
son  Steel.  On  February  15,  1889,  you  notified  Steel  by  letter  of  that 
date  that  the  final  proof  in  s.aid  case  had  been  rejected  by  your  office 
that  new  proof  had  been  required ;  that  none  having  been  made  the 
entry  was  held  for  cancellation  and  that  the  Department  recognized  the 
right  of  the  transferee  to  cure  irregularities  and  show  compliance  with 
law  by  the  entryman  where  he  could  not  be  found  or  refused  to  comply 
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with  the  requirements  made.  The  Security  Mortgage  and  Investment 
Co.  were  also  notified  that  new  proof  was  required  under  new  publica- 
tion, thereupon  said  company  appealed,  and  for  grounds  of  error  claim 
that  the  proof  was  satisfactory  as  to  residence  and  improvement,  and 
that  all  that  should  have  been  required  was  new  publication  and  post- 
ing and  a  certificate  of  no  protest. 

It  also  claims  that  it  does  not  appear  that  any  service  of  notice  of  sus- 
pension of  the  entry  was  ever  made  upon  Brown.  It  files  the  atfidavit 
of  its  President,  Wm.  P.  Baird,  setting  forth  that  it  is  a  corporation 
duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  that  it  made 
a  loan  of  money  to  Brown  and  took  a  mortgage  on  the  land  in  contro- 
versy ;  that  it  has  no  other  security  ;  that  Brown  is  insolvent  and  has 
gone  to  parts  to  it  unknown. 

Davidson  Steel  files  a  statement  (not  under  oath)  that  he  purchased 
said  land  subject  to  said  mortgage  and  has  been  paying  interest  o» 
1330  to  said  company;  that  Brown  has  left  Dakota  and  now  lives  in 
.Illinois  and  is  unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  making  new  proof,  if  he 
desired  to  do  so. 

The  testimony  in  final  proof  shows  that  Brown  built  a  house  eight  by 
twenty  feet  and  moved,  with  his  wife  and  child,  into  it  on  March  8, 1884,, 
and  that  he  lived  there  continuously  until  after  making  final  proof. 
During  the  spring  he  broke  twenty  acres  of  laud  and  cultivated  fifteen 
acres  to  corn,  potatoes  and  vegetables;  during  the  summer  he  built  a 
crib  and  made  some  other  slight  improvements. 

The  entryman  having  mortgaged  the  land  after  receiving  his  final 
certificate,  and  having  sold  the  equity  of  redemption,  seems  to  have 
lost  his  interest  in  it,  and  if  it  is  not  patented  these  parties  must  of 
course  suffer.  In  the  case  of  Eberhard  Querbach  (10  L.  D.,  142),  it 
was  held  that  the  sale  of  the  tract  after  making  final  proof,  which  sat- 
isfactorily showed  full  compliance  with  the  law,  did  not  afford  ground 
for  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  proof  shows  full  compliance  with  the  law,  and 
in  view  of  this  fact,  and  the  fact  that  the  entryman  refuses  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  your  office  as  to  furnishing  new  proof,  th& 
grantee  of  the  entryman  will  be  allowed  to  furnish  the  official  certifi- 
cate of  both  the  officer  advertised  to  take  such  proof,  and  the  officer 
taking  the  same,  that  no  protest  was  at  any  time  filed  before  hio^ 
against  said  entry,  as  per  rule  5 — rules  on  final  proof— approved  July  17^ 
1889  (  9  L.  D.,  123),  and  upon  such  certificates  being  furnished  the  final 
proof  may  be  accepted. 

If  for  any  reason  such  certificates  can  not  be  obtained,  the  said 
grantee  will  cause  new  notice  to  be  published  for  the  submission  of  final 
proof,  and  if  no  protest  or  objection  is  filed  on  the  day  fixed  for  hearing^ 
the  proof  heretofore  made  may  be  accepted  as  final,  otherwise  the  final 
proof  will  be  re-taken. 

The  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 
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OSAGE    LAND-SETTLEMENT    BIGHTS. 

R.  H.  Smith. 

Settlement  and  occupancy  of  Osage  land  do  not  secure  the  right  of  purchase,  if  it 
appears  that  such  occupancy  was  not  with  the  intention  of  taking  the  land  for 
a  home. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  tJie  Commissioner  of  the  General 

La/nd  Office,  September  9,  1890. 

Od  February  3,  1883,  B.  H.  Smitli  made  Osage  cash  entry  of  the  N* 
i  of  SW.  J,  SB.  i  of  SW.i  and  SW.  i  of  SE.  J,  Sec.  22,  T.,  30  S.,  R. 
13  W.,  Lamed,  Kansas. 

On  March  28, 1883,  a  special  agent  reported  that  said  entry  was  made 
for  grazing  purposes,  but  without  recommendation.  A  hearing  was 
however  had  thereon,  and  at  said  hearing  the  defendant  asked  that  the 
government  be  required  to  open  the  case,  which  was  refused  by  the 
local  officers,  and  the  defendant  having  excepted  to  said  ruling,  then 
submitted  his  testimony.  The  local  officers  found  that  the  defendant 
did  not  make  a  bone  fide  settlement  on  the  tract,  and  held  his  entry  for 
cancellation,  which  decision  was  affirmed  by  your  office.  From  this 
decision  defendant  appealed,  allegiug,  substantially  as  error,  (1)  In 
holding  that  thie  overruling  of  defendant's  motion  to  require  the  gov- 
•ernment  to  open  the  case,  which  was  excepted  to  at  the  time,  was  not 
sufficient  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  ;  (2)  In  holding  that 
the  settlement  of  defendant  was  not  bona  fide,  or  to  make  a  home,  but 
to  get  the  land  for  grazing — the  land  only  being  suitable  for  grazing — 
and  in  not  holding  that  the  defendant  was  an  actual  settler  having  the 
qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor  at  the  date  of  tendering  final  proof, 
which  are  the  only  requirements  to  entitle  him  to  the  land. 

The  motion  to  require  the  government  to  open  tbe  case  was  improp- 
«rlv  overruled,  and  the  defendant  could  have  refused  to  submit  testi- 
mony,  and  might  have  relied  upon  having  the  error  corrected  on  appeal ; 
but  having  ottered  himself  as  a  witness,  and  it  being  shown  from. his 
own  testimony  that  he  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law,  a  correction 
of  the  error  could  not  avail  him.  While  the  overruling  of  the  defend- 
ant's motiofi  denied  to  him  a  right,  yet  by  reason  of  his  own  action  in  the 
conduct  of  the  case,  it  can  not  now  be  repaired  by  a  reversal  of  that 
decision. 

The  testimony  of  the  claimant  shows  that  he  owned  a  farm  adjoining 
the  traet  in  controversy,  npon  which  he  resided  with  his  family  prior  to 
his  alli^ged  settlement;  that  the  tract  is  composed  of  canons,,  bluffs, 
breaks  and  ravines^  and  is  not  tit  for  agricultural  purposes,  but  only 
for  grazing ;  that  the  land  is  of  no  value  to  any  one  not  owning  adjoin- 
ing land,  and  that  because  he  owned  the  adjoining  farm  he  wanted  it 
for  grazing  purposes.  He  states  that  when  he  bought  the  adjoining 
farm,  he  also  bought  the  house  on  the  tract  in  controversy  from  the 
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same  persoD  ;  that  his  wife  resided  with  him  on  said  tract  for  about  a 
month  and  a  half,  and  then  returned  to  the  house  on  the  adjoining  farm, 
which  was  from  twenty-three  to  thirty  rods  from  the  other  house,  but 
that  he  and  his  son  remained  on  the  place  until  he  proved  up,  which 
was  exact]}'  six  months  from  date  of  filing,  when  he  returned  to  the 
houi^e  on  the  adjoining  tract,  and  afterwards  used  the  house  on  the  hind 
in  controversy  for  a  stable.  He  states  that  when  he  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily from  Illinois  to  Kansas,  they  divided  their  household  goods  and  put 
part  on  the  tract  in  controversy  and  part  on  the  adjoining  land ;  that 
his  wife  came  to  the  claim  at  times  to  cook  their  meals,  and  when  she 
did  not,  he  and  his  son  went  to  the  house  on  the  adjoining  tract  to  eat ; 
that  he  filed  for  the  land  to  make  it  a  home  in  connection  with  his 
other  land  adjoining. 

While  the  testimony  shows  that  the  claimant  occupied  the  tract  with 
his  son  for  six  months,  yet  considering  all  the  facts  and  circumstances- 
as  detailed  by  his  own  testimony,  I  am  satisfied  that  such  occupancy 
did  not  constitute  him  an  actual  settler  upon  the  land  within  the  mean- 
ingof  that  term,  as  definedby  the  decision  of  the  Department  in  the  cases 
of  United  States  v.  Jones,  10  L.  D.,  23,  and  United  States  v,  Atterberry, 
id.,  36,  in  which  it  is  held  that  the  proof  required  to  establish  the  fact 
of  an  actual  settlement  on  Osage  lands,  is  no  less  in  degree  than  the 
proof  required  under  the  pre-emption  law.  While  it  is  true  the  claim- 
ant settled  upon  and  occupied  tlte  land  for  six  mouths,  yet  it  is  shown 
by  the  proof  that  he  did  not  occupy  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  his 
home,  but  solely  to  add  to  his  adjoining  land,  which  was  in  fact  his 
home,  and  to  which  he  removed  as  soon  as  he  made  proof. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed,  and  the  papers  are  herewith  returned. 


PRACTICE— NOTICE  OF  CONTEST— OFFICIAL  SIGNATURE. 

LUNDQUIST  V.   FENTON. 

The  mere  omission  of  the  register  to  affix  to  his  signature,  on  a  notice  of  contest,  hi» 
official  designation  does  not  invalidate  the  process;  nor  can  a  defendant  who- 
admits  the  service  of  sach  notice,  and  appears  generally,  without  allegation  of 
prejudice,  take  advantage  of  such  defect. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  9,  1890. 

« 

On  June  2, 1885,  Eusibus  M.  Fenton  made  homestead  entry  upon  the 
NW.  I,  Sec.  14,  T.  127  K.,  R.  46  W.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota. 

On  May  18, 1886,  Erik  A.  Lundquist  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  said  entry,  charging  abandonment,  change  of  residence,  and  no 
cultivation  of  the  tract. 

The  hearing  was  set  for  July  9, 1886,  at  nine  A.  M.  Near  the  hour 
fixed  for  the  hearing,  the  register,  T.  F.  Cowing,  received  a  telegram 
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from  the  defendaDt,  dated  at  Barnesville,  Minnesota,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

"  Please  hold  open  my  contest  until  10:15  to-day .'^ 

The  case  was  called  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock,  both  parties 
being  present  with  counsel,  when  Fenton  objected  to  the  service  of 
notice  of  contest,  on  the  grounds  that  neither  the  notice  nor  the  copy 
thereof  left  with  him  had  the  word  ^'  register  "  written  after  the  signa- 
ture of  the  person  issuing  such  notice.  The  local  officers  overruled  this 
objection;  whereupon  Fenton,  with  his  counsel,  withdrew  from  the 
trial.  The  evidence  was  then  heard,  and  the  register  and  receiver 
recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

On  appeal  by  your  office  letter  of  December  19, 1888,  you  vacate  that 
iudgmeut  and  reverse  the  action  of  the  local  office,  sustaining  Fen  ton's 
objection  to  service,  and  direct  that  a  new  notice  be  issued  to  the  par- 
ties in  interest,  fixing  a  day  for  a  hearing  anew  the  charges  in  contest- 
agt's  affidavit. 

From  this  action  Lundquist  brings  this  appeal,  alleging  the  following 
grounds  of  error : 

1.  Iq  holding  that  plaintiff  had  not  made  dne  and  legal  service  upon  defendant  to 
the  trial  had  in  the  local  land  office. 

2.  In  directing  the  local  land  office  to  order  a  new  hearing. 

There  is  no  question  as  to  the  defendant's  being  served  with  a  notice 
of  this  hearing  this  was  done  both  by  a  copy  and  by  a  notice  sent 
through  the  mail.  The  latter  notice  he  acknowledged  receiving,  when 
served  with  a  copy  of  the  original  notice.  Moreover,  his  telegram  to 
the  register,  above  set  out,  showed  he  had  notice  of  the  hearing. 

The  sole  question  is,  whether  the  defendant  can  take  advantage  of 
the  absence  of  the  word  '*  register"  on  the  notice  to  respond  and  furnish 
testimony  concerning  an  alleged  failure  to  comply  with  the  law,  after 
he  has  acknowledged,  both  verbally  and  by  telegram,  that  he  has  been 
notified  of  such  hearing. 

The  notice  which  defendant  received  on  June  4, 1886,  thirty-five  days 
before  the  hearing,  was  dated  at  ^^  (J.  S.  Land  Office,  Fergus  Falls,  Minn., 
May  18,  1886.  " 

The  notice  bore  on  its  face  the  name  of  the  office  whence  it  came. 

The  register  and  receiver  (or  one  of  them)  arc  the  only  persons  au- 
thorized by  law  to  sign  such  notice ;  the  name  of  the  register  was  duly 
signed  to  the  same,  and  the  mere  omission  of  the  official  designation 
in  the  term  '*  register"  did  not  invalidate  the  process. 

Bule  8  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  of  this  Department  requires  that  the 
notice  of  contest  be  signed  by  the  ^'  register  and  receiver,  or  by  both  of 
them." 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  register  did  sign  both  the  notice  and  the  copy 
thereof,  and  it  would  have  been  better  practice  had  he  designated  his 
official  character,  by  writing  the  same  after  his  name,  on  both  notice 
and  copy.    But  the  absence  of  such  designation  can   not  excuse  de- 
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fendant  after  he  has  appeared  generally  and  asked  that  his  '^contest'' 
be  held  open  until  he  could  reach  the  place  ot  trial.  A  technical  omis- 
sion in  the  process,  under  such  circumstances,  and  upon  such  an  appear- 
ance can  not  be  taken  advantage  of  by  him.  In  this  case  the  entry - 
man  had  thirty-five  days  to  prepare  for  this  hearing.  He  voluntarily 
refused  to  respond  to  the  charges  against  his  entry,  or  to  furnish  testi- 
mony to  establish  his  good  faith.  He  does  not  claim  that  he  was  mis- 
lead or  in  any  way  prejudiced  by  the  failure  of  the  register  to  designate 
bis  official  character  in  the  process. 

Your  order  vacatingthe  judgment  of  the  local  office  is  reversed;  and 
I  herewith  return  the  papers,  with  directions  that  you  pass  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  as  disclosed  by  record. 


RAILROAB  GRANT— 3ELECTION— SETTLEMENT  RIGHT. 

Iowa  Kailroad  Land  Co.  v,  Nourse. 

The  right  of  the  railroad  company,  under  the  act  of  Jane  2,  1864,  to  even  sections 
within  the  six  mile  limits  of  the  grant  of  1856,  does  not  attach  nntll  selection,  and 
the  right  of  selection  cannot  be  exercised  until  after  definite  location  of  the  mod- 
ified line  of  road. 

The  right  of  selection  under  said  act  of  1864,  can  not  be  exercised  if  at  the  date  of 
selection  a  right  of  homestead  settlement  covers  the  tract  involved. 

The  failure  of  a  homestead  settler  to  make  entry  within  three  months  after  settle- 
ment does  not  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  rajlroad  company. 

The  consent  of  the  company  to  a  judicial  decree  recognizing  the  validity  of  an  entry 
under  which  settlement  rightif  are  alleged,  is  an  abandonment  of  the  company's 
pending  selection  so  far  as  the  right  of  the  settler  is  concerned. 

Acting   Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner   of  the  General  Land 

Office,  September  9,  1890. 

This  appeal  is  filed  by  the  Iowa  Bailroad  Land  Oompany,  successors 
m  interest  to  the  Cedar  Rapids  and  Missouri  Biver  Bailroad  Company, 
from  the  decision  of  your  office  holding  for  cancellation  the  selection 
made  by  said  company  of  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  85  N.,  B.  43  W.,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  allowing  Horace  D.  I^ourse  to  make  homestead  entry 
of  the  same. 

The  tract  in  controversy  is  an  even  numbered  section,  lying  within 
the  six  mile  limits  of  the  line  of  the  Iowa  Air  Line,  now  Cedar  Bapids 
and  Missouri  Biver  Bailroad  Company,  as  originally  located  under  the 
act  of  May  15,  1856  (11  Stat.,  9),  and  was  selected  by  the  company  De- 
cember 31, 1884,  under  the  act  of  June  2,  1S64,  (13  Stat.,  95). 

The  right  of  the  company  to  the  even  sections  within  said  limits 
attaches  only  from  the  date  of  selection,  and  no  right  of  selection  could 
be  exercised  until  the  modified  line  was  definitely  located.  See  Iowa 
Railroad  Land  Company  v.  Ertel,  10  L.  D.,  176. 
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The  records  of  your  office  show  that  Simeon  Lightfoot  made  home- 
steivd  eutry  of  this  tract  October  31, 1870,  which  was  canceled  July  25, 
1884,  for  failure  to  make  proof  within  seven  years  from  date  of  entry. 

Prior  to  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  the  railroad  company  brought 
suit  against  Lightfoot  to  determine  the  right  of  possession  and  the 
validity  of  his  entry,  and  in  this  suit  Nourse  was  joined  as  a  co-defend- 
ant. The  suit  was  pending  at  the  date  of  the  cancellation  of  the  entry 
of  Lightfoot,  and  also  at  the  date  when  the  company  selected  the  tract. 

After  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
case  of  Cedar  Eapids,  etc..  Railroad  Company  i\  Herring  et  al.  (110 
XT.  S.,  27),  which  held  that  the  right  of  the  company  to  the  even  sec- 
tions within  said  limits  attached  only  from  date  of  selection,  and  after 
the  company  had  made  selection  of  the  tract,  it  allowed  the  following 
consent  decree  to  be  entered  up  in  the  suit  against  Lightfoot  and 
bourse; 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  as  upon  a  full  hearing  upou  the  merits  that  the 
entry  under  which  defendants  claim  is  legal  and  valid,  and  that  the  petition  of 
plaintitfs  he  dismissed  for  want  of  equity. 

Your  office  held  that  this  act  of  the  company  disposed  of  its  claim 
to  the  land,  while  the  company,  in  its  appeal  from  said  ruling,  contends 
that  the  only  question  settled  by  said  decree  was  that  Lightfoot's  entry 
was  valid  and  legal,  and  that  so  long  as  that  entry  remained  of  record, 
rights  acquired  under  and  by  force  of  it  could  not  be  called  in  question 
by  the  company.  But  at^the  date  of  said  decree,  the  eutry  of  Light- 
foot had  been  canceled,  and  the  company  had  made  selection  of  the 
tract.  Nourse  was  then  the  only  defendant  claiming  the  land.  While 
the  decree  did  not  so  dispose  of  the  claim  of  the  company,  as  to  prevent 
it  from  afterwards  asserting  its  right  to  select  the  tract,  if  it  should  be 
found  free  from  any  other  claim,  it  was  such  a  recognition  of  the  settle- 
ment right  of  Nourse  then  existing  as  to  estop  them  from  afterwards 
asserting  any  claim  under  its  selection  of  December  31, 1884,  as  against 
the  validity  of  his  claim.  The  recognition  of  the  claim  of  Nourse  was 
practically  an  abandonment  of  its  selection,  so  far  as  it  conflicted  with 
his  settlement  right.  But,  independently  of  this,  the  tract  was  not 
subject  to  selection,  if,  at  the  date  of  selection,  a  right  of  homestead 
settlement  had  attached  thereto. 

The  act  of  July  2,  1864,  8upra,  provides  that — 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  reserve  and  cause  to  be  certified  and  conveyed 
to  baid  company  from  time  to  time,  as  the  work  progresses  on  the  main  line,  oat  of 
any  public  lands  now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of,  or  to  which  a  pre-emption  right  or  right  of  homestead  seitlemeHthtkS  not  at- 
tached, and  on  which  a  bona  fide  settlement  and  improvement  hiis  not  been  made 
under  color  of  title  derived  from  the  United  States  or  from  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Nourse's  right  to  make  homestead  entry  of  this  tract  as  against^he 
right  of  the  company  is  therefore  not  dependent  upon  the<Jecree,  if  he 
is  a  qualified  homesteader,  and  was  at  the  date  of  selection  a  settler 
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upon  the  trad,  occupying  and  improving  it,  with  the  intention  of  enter- 
ing it  under  the  homestead  law. 

It  appears  from  the  record  thj^t  on  July  23,  1887,  Nourse  applied  to 
make  final  proof  on  the  entry  of  Lightfoot,  or  to  make  entry  of  the  land 
nnder  the  homestead  law,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers.  On 
August  27, 1887,  he  again  applied  to  enter  the  land  under  the  home- 
stead law,  which  was  also  refused,  because  of  conflict  with  the  company, 
and  from  both  refusals  he  appealed.  ^With  his  first  application  he  filed 
a  corroborated  affidavit,  in  which  he  states  that  in  1873  he  purchased 
the  relinquishment  of  Lightfoot,  and  went  into  possession  of  the  tract 
and  has  been  living  on  it  continuously  ever  since ;  that  he  had  culti- 
vated the  land,  built  a  dwelling  house,  and  made  other  permanent  and 
valuable  improvements,  valued  at  about  $1,000,  and  has  occupied  it  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  home  thereon  under  the  homestead  law.  While 
he  could  claim  no  right  whatever  under  the  entry  of  Lightfoot,  or  under 
his  purchase  of  the  relinquishment,  as  against  the  government,  yet  he 
was  a  settler  upon  the  land  at  the  date  of  selection,  occupying  and  cul- 
tivating it  with  the  intention  of  acquiring  title  to  it  as  a  home  under  the 
homestead  laws ;  and  these  allegations  are  not  denied  by  the  company. 
At  that  time  he  could  initiate  a  claim  to  the  land  nnder  the  homestead 
laws  by  mere  settlement,  and  his  failure  to  make  entry  within  three 
months  of  his  settlement  could  not  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  rail- 
road company,  but  only  as  in  settlements  under  the  pre-emption  laws 
by  the  next  settler  who  perfected  his  claim  in  time. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed,  and  the  application 
of  ^Nourse  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  will  be  allowed. 


FINAL  PROOF  PROCEBDINGS-PROTEST—HEABING. 

Wilder  v.  Parker. 

The  Department  will  not  interfere  with  the  Commissioner'a  discretion,  in  refusing  to 
order  a  hearing  on  a  protest  filed  against  final  proof,  unless  there  is  such  an  abuse 
thereof  as  to  work  an  injustice,  or  the  inequitable  denial  of  a  legal  right. 

First  Amstant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  La/nd 

Office^  September  9, 1890. 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  John  Wilder  v,  Moses  H.  Parker  on 
appeal  of  the  former  from  your  decision  of  May  27, 1889,  dismissing  his 
protest  against  the  final  proof  of  the  latter  on  his  pre-emption  cash 
entry  for  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  18,  T.  6  S.,  E.  05  W.,  Denver,  Colorado  land 
district. 

On  August  27, 1888,  Parker  made  pre-emption  proof  and  on  same  day 
Wilder  filed  protest  against  the  same  averring  in  his  affidavit  that  he 
had  made  some  discoveries  of  gold  in  the  land  and  that  it  was  valuable 
as  a  placer  mine.  This  affidavit  was  written  by  the  officer  taking  the 
final  proof,  and  with  it  was  also  taken  the  affidavit  of  Parker  corrobo- 
2497— No.  11 18 
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rated  by  five  witnesses  who  say  they  know  the  land  and  the  parties ; 
they  contradict  the  statements  o1  Wilder  as  to  the  character  of  the  land, 
determining  its  character  to  be  a^ricultaral  rather  than  mineral.  These 
affidavits  were  returned  to  the  local  office  with  the  final  proof. 
•  On  considering  the  testimony  the  local  officers  accepted  the  final  proof 
and  rejected  the  protest,  from  which  decision  Wilder  appealed.  Pend- 
ing said  appeal,  he  filed  an  additional  affidavit,  repeating  many  of  the 
statements  of  the  former,  and  adding  the  charge  that  Parker  had  made 
final  proof  on  homestead  .entry  for  a  tract  of  land  in  the  same  section 
and  had  resided  upon  it  and  that  he  believed  he  owned  it  when  he  made 
settlement  on  the  tract  in  controversy.  This  affidavit  was  corroborated 
by  two  witnesses.  A  copy  of  it  was  served  on  Parker  and  he  filed  coun- 
ter affidavits,  one  by  himself,  denying  specifically  and  positively  the 
charge  that  he  had  moved  off  of  land  owned  by  him,  and  denying  that 
he  owned  any  land  when  he  made  settlement.  Another  by  Mr.  Rowley 
relating  to  the  character  of  the  land,  and  this  affidavit  corroborated  by 
three  witnesses  contradicted  the  statements  of  Wilder  as  to  the  min- 
eral character  of  the  land.  He  also  filed  in  addition  to  these,  the  joint 
affidavit  of  seven  witnesses,  who  say  that  they  are  familiar  with  the  land 
in  controversy  and  with  the  efforts  of  prospectors  to  find  gold  in  pay- 
ing quantities  on  it;  that  Wilder  has  lived  on  said  land  and  in  its  im- 
mediate vicinity  since  1882,  and  has  been  engaged  in  working  at  car- 
pentering and  in  the  poultry  business  and  working  for  others  by  the 
day ;  that  in  1883  he  did  some  prospecting  on  the  tract,  and  since  that 
has  done  no  mining  or  prospecting  on  it  except  to  dig  a  well  on  the 
land ;  that  said  land  is  of  no  value  as  mineral  land,  but  is  valuable  for 
agricultural  and  grazing  purposes. 

After  considering  the  case  as  presented  by  the  final  proof  and  these 
several  affidavits,  you  declined  to  order  an  investigation  and  Wilder 
appealed  to  this  Department. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  entire  record,  the  testimony  and  said 
affidavits  satisfies  me  that  your  conclusion  should  not  be  disturbed. 

Wilder  had  known  this  land,  and  claimant  (Parker)  many  years,  and 
in  his  protest  filed  on  August  28, 1888,  which  covers  nine  large  pages 
of  closely  written  matter,  he  did  not  mention  the  matter  of  Parker 
moving  off  of  land  that  he  owned  when  he  settled  on  the  tract  in  con- 
troversy, and  when  he  does  mention  it  later,  he  alleges  it  as  his  belief 
only. 

It  will  be  observed  that  so  far  as  the  character  of  the  land  is  con- 
cerned, Wilder  nowhere  states  that  it  is  more  valuable  for  mineral  than 
for  agricultural  purposes.  The  allegations  in  this  affidavit  are  too  gen- 
eral and  vague  to  justify  this  Department  in  interfering  with  your  dis- 
cretion in  declining  to  order  a  hearing.  Unless  there  is  such  an  abuse 
thereof  as  to  work  injustice  or  the  inequitable  denial  of  a  legal  right, 
this  Department  will  not  Interfere  with  you  in  the  exercise  of  your  dis- 
cretionary authority.  There  is  nothing  in  the  record  in  this  case  which 
will  justify  its  being  prolonged.    Your  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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OSA6E  LAND— PILING— FINAL  PROOF. 

EiOKs  V.  Curtis. 

Where  two  claimants  for  Osage  land  are  both  in  default,  either  as  to  filing,  or  mak- 
ing final  proof  and  payment  within  the  prescribed  period,  the  superior  right  must 
be  accorded  to  the  one  who  first  submits  final  proof  thereafter. 

The  right  to  purchase  Osage  land  cannot  be  ei^ercised  by  one  who  is  not  an  actual 
settler  thereon. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  11, 1890. 

Wilbur  F.  Curtis  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  for  the  SW.  J 
Sec.  33,  T.  28  S.,  R.  15  W.,  Lamed,  Kansas,  April  24,  1884,  alleging 
settlement  April  22, 1884,  and  made  final  proof  May  23, 1885. 

James  Bicks  filed  decliiratory  statement  for  said  tract  May  13,  1885, 
alleging  settlement  November  22,  1884,  and  made  final  proof  July  11, 
1885. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  and  upon  the  testimony  submitted  the  local 
officers  found  in  favor  of  Curtis  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of 
Kick's  filing,  which  was  affirmed  by  your  office.  From  this  decision 
Bicks  appealed. 

Both  parties  were  in  default,  Curtis  by  failing  to  make  final  proof 
within  six  months  after  filing,  and  Ricks  by  failing  to  file  within  three 
months  after  settlement,  and  his  final  proof  was  submitted  less  than 
three  months  after  filing.  Conceding  that  both  parties  had  complied 
with  the  law  as  to  settlement  and  residence,  the  claim  of  Curtis  must 
prevail,  for  the  reason  that  where  both  parties  are  in  default,  either  as 
to  filing  or  making  final  proof  and  payment  within  the  prescribed  period, 
the  superior  right  must  be  accorded  to  the  one  who  first  submits  final 
proof  thereafter.  Boyd  v.  Smith  (11  L.  D.,  62) ;  Hessong  v,  Burgan  (9 
L.  D.,  353),  and  cases  therein  cited. 

But  another  question  presented  ii^  this  case  is,  whef  her  Curtis  ever 
made  a  bona  fid^  settlement  and  residence  on  the  land,  and,  if  so, 
whether  such  residence  was  maintained  as  required  by  law. 

It  app'ears  from  the  testimony  that  Curtis,  a  few  days  after  his  alleged 
settlement  left  the  tract  in  controversy  and  went  to  Ottawa  county,  160 
miles  from  the  claim,  and  lived  with  his  mother,  attending  to  some  hogs 
and  also  to  the  care  and  harvesting  of  crops  in  which  he  had  a  joint  in- 
terest with  his  brother,  and  remained  there  until  December  1884.  The 
testimony  shows  that  became  to  the  tract  in  controversy  about  Novem- 
ber 24th,  with  a  wagon  and  horse  belonging  to  himself,  but  this  was  a 
mere  visit,  as  he  only  remained  about  a  day  and  two  nights  and  then 
returned  to  Ottawa  county  with  his  team. 

It  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of  defendant  and  his  witnesses  that  he 
was  a  joint  owner  with  his  brother  and  father  of  a  house  twelve  by 
Iwenty-two  feet  which  was  placed  in  the  center  of  the  section  so  as  to 
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•cover  the  thr6e  quarter  sections  claimed  by  them  respectively,  and  which 
was  used  by  all  of  them  in  proving  up  their  respective  claims,  but  it  is 
admitted  that  there  was  no  door  to  that  part  of  the  house  covering  the 
claim  of  the  defendant;  that  he  did  not  assist  in  building  the  house, 
and  it  is  very  uncertain  from  the  testimony  whether  any  part  of  said 
house  was  on  his  claim. 

It  is  also  shown  by  the  testimony  that  S.  Y.  Curtis,  the  father  of  de- 
fendant, claimed  all  of  said  house  as  being  on  his  tract  in  making  hi3 
final  proof,  which  was  made  after  the  time  that  defendant  says  the 
house  was  moved  on  the  tract  claimed  by  him.  The  cultivation  of  the 
land  was  done  by  his  father  and  brother.  The  defendant  himself  testi- 
fies that  he  did  not  do  the  cultivating.  He  explains  his  absence  by 
reason  of  an  injury  received  within  two  weeks  after  he  went  to  Ottawa, 
which  caused  him  to  remain  there  several  months  under  the  care  of  a 
physician,  but  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  during  this  time 
he  was  at  work  in  the  harvest  field,  and  through  the  greater  period  of 
his  absence,  at  least,  he  was  able  to  work  and  did  work  on  the  place  he 
was  then  living  upon. 

Furthermore,  while  he  was  on  the  stand,  counsel  for  Bicks  offered  ill 
evidence  a  certificate  from  the  county  clerk  of  Ottawa  county,  certify- 
ing that  W.  F.  Curtis  is  registered  as  one  of  the  voters  at  a  general 
election,  held  in  Culver  township  in  Ottawa  county,  November  4, 1884, 
and  when  asked  if  he  voted  at  such  time  and  place,  as  set  forth  in  said 
certificate,  he  answered^  *^  I  don't  recollect  whether  I  vot^  or  not" 

Another  significant  fact — as  testified  to  by  Luddern,  one  of  defend- 
ant's witness — is  that  witness  George  Curtis  and  Fremont  Curtis  were 
going  across  the  claim,  about  November  22, 1884,  and  passed  Bicks,  who 
was  on  the  land,  and  shortly  afterward  George  Ourtis  came  up  to  where 
they  were  at  work,  and  said :  "  Wilbur  Curtis'  claim  was  jumped,"  and 
the  defendant  in  bis  testimony  admits  that  after  he  returned  to  Ottawa 
county,  in  November,  1884,  he  received  a  letter  from  his  brother  that 
Bicks  had  gone  on  the  laud,  and  he  came  right  back. 

Taking  into  <**ousiileration  all  the  testimouy,  I  am  satisfied  that  Curtis 
was  not  an  '^  actual  settler  "  on  the  laud,  as  contemplated  by  law,  and 
the  evidence  tends  strongly  to  show  that  he  was  induced  to  return  to 
the  tract  from  the  fact  that  Bicks  had  made  settlement  upon  it,  after 
the  time  had  expired  in  which  by  law  he  was  required  to  submit  final 
proof,  and  his  entry  should  therefore  be  canceled. 

It  is  shown  by  all  the  witnesses  that  Bicks  has  resided  continuously 
on  the  tract  with  his  family  from  November  22,  1884,  to  November  5, 
1885,  the  date  of  hearing,  and  has  improved  the  tract  and  fulfilled  all 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  At  the  date  of  his  settlement  the  land 
was  subject  to  settlement  by  any  qualified  settler,  his  entry  should 
therefore  be  allowed. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 
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BiCKEL  BT  AL.  V.  IRVINE. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmeutai  decision  rendered  February  20^ 
1890,  10  L.  D.,  205,  denied  by  Acting  Secretary  Chandler,  September 
11,  1890. 


DESERT  LAND  ENTRY—NON- IRRIGABLE  LAND. 

William  Orusen. 

A  desert  land  entry  will  not  be  defeated  or  disturbed  for  the  sole  reason  that  the 
larjj:er  portion  of  each  smallest  sub-division  is  not  susceptible  of  irrigation,  if  the 
proof  of  reclamation  is  otherwise  satisfactory,  the  good  faith  of  the  entrymaa 
apparent,  and  no  question  as  to  the  desert  character  of  the  land  embraced  in  the 
entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  tJie  Commissioner  of  tlie  General 

Land  Office^  September  11, 1890. 

The  appeal  of  William  Orusen  from  your  decision  of  May  13, 1889,  is 
before  me,  and  from  the  record  it  appears  that  September  11, 1884,  the 
claimant  made  desert  land  entry  No.  63  for  the  SE.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  and 
the  NB.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  19,  T.  1  S.,  R.  19  E.,  Boise  meridian^ 
Hailey,  Idaho.  Final  proof  and  payment  were  made  and  final  certifi- 
cate issued  April  19, 1887. 

On  presentation  of  the  record  at  your  office,  you  held  said  entry  for 
cancellation,  for  the  reason  that  the  final  proof  showed  that  '<  only  some 
ten  (10)  acres  of  the  80  have  been  or  can  be  irrigated;  the  balance  of 
the  tract  being  waste,  hilly  and  impossible  to  get  water  upon  it." 

From  an  examination  of  the  final  proof  it  appears  that  only  ten  aores^ 
five  acres  in  each  legal  subdivision,  are  susceptible  of  irrigation  ;  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  land  is  described  by  both  claimant's  wit- 
nesses as  ^'  waste,  hilly  and  impossible  to  get  water  upon."  Both  wit- 
nesses  also  state  that  ^'  all  the  land  is  fenced."  The  evidence  as  to  sup- 
ply of  water,  character  of  ditches,  and  all  other  requirements  pertain- 
ing to  the  reclamation  of  the  ten  acres  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  ruling  of  this  Department,  as  appears  from  the  later  decisions, 
notably  David  Gilchrist,  8  L.  D.,  48,  Andrew  Leslie,  9  L.  D.,  204,  and 
Martha  W.  Fisher,  9  L.  D.,  430,  is  to  the  effect  that  a  desert  land  entry 
will  not  be  defeated  or  disturbed  for  the  sole  reason  that  the  larger 
portion  of  each  smallest  subdivision  of  the  entry  is  not  susceptible  of 
irrigation,  if  the  proof  of  reclamation  is  otherwise  satisfactory  and  the 
gooil  faith  of  the  entryman  is  made  apparent,  and  there  is  no  question 
as  to  the  desert  character  of  the  land  embraced  in  the  entry. 

While  none  of  the  cases  that  have  heretofore  come  before  the  De- 
partment have  embraced  so  large  a  proportion  of  nonirrigable  land  as 
the  one  under  consideration,  no  reason  is  perceived  why  an  entryman 
should  not  be  allowed  to  pay  for  a  legal  subdivision  of  desert  land,  if 
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he  chooses  to  do  so  in  good  faith,  iu  order  that  he  may  utilize  a  part 
of  it. 

The  fact,  however,  in  itself  that  the  claimant  in  this  case  knowingly 
made  entry  and  paid  for  eighty  acres,  only  ten  of  which  can  be  made  pro- 
ductive, is  to  some  extent  saggestive  of  bad  faith,  and  the  suggestion 
is  strengthened  by  the  further  fact  that  while  it  apx>ears  from  the  evi- 
dence submitted  in  the  flnal  proof  that  but  ten  acres  are  in  u%e  or  can 
be  used  for  any  purpose,  yet  the  whole  tract  is  fenced. 

The  question  very  naturally  arises,  why  should  the  claimant  go  to 
the  expense  of  fencing  seventy  acres  of  waste  and  worthless  land  f 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  this  entry,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  an  investigation  should  be  had  of  the  character  of  the  land 
embraced  in  this  entry,  and  therefore  direct  that  an  examination  be 
made  by  a  special  agent  of  your  office  and  that  he  be  ipstructed  to 
make  a  full  and  careful  investigation  as  to  the  character  of  the  laud 
entered,  whether  the  same  is  desert,  and  how  much  is  susceptible  of  ir- 
rigation, and  whether  the  same  has  been  fully  reclaimed,  and  whether 
the  reclaimed  land  is  oa  one  forty  acre  tract,  with  notice  to  the  claim- 
ant, and  that  he  make  a  report  in  writing  to  your  office  clearly  setting 
forth  the  facts  so  found  by  him.  That  on  examination  of  sach  report,  you 
will  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as  to  you  shall  seem  proper,  order- 
ing a  hearing  with  notice,  if  the  report  should  be  adverse  to  the  entry. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


CONTEST— PREFERENCE  RIGHT— PROCEEDINGS  ON  REPORT  OE  SPECIAL 

AGENT. 

Johnson  v.  Walton. 

One  who  files  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  an  entry,  and  pays  or  deposits  the  requi- 
site fees,  acquires  ander  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  a  right  that  can  not  be  defeated 
by  subsequent  proceedings  instituted  against  such  entry  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

An  order  of  cancellation  based  on  the  report  of  a  special  agent  cannot  be  treated  as 
final,  if  the  record  fails  to  show  nctice  of  such  action  duly  served  on  the  eutrymaa 
in  accordance  with  the  circular  provisions  of  July  31,  1885. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office j  September  12, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  8.  Johnson  v.  Richard  Walton 
and  Charles  H.  Cowan  on  appeal  by  Johnson  from  your  office  decision 
of  May  6, 1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for 
the  B.i  of  the  N  W.  J  and  theW.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  21,  T.  8  S.,  R.  3 
W.,  New  Orleans,  Lonisiana  land  district. 

On  December  18, 1884,  Walton  made  homestead  entry  for  said  land, 
and  on  June  23, 1886,  Johnson  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the 
same,  alleging  that  Walton  never  resided  on  said  land  or  cultivated  or 
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improved  the  same.  It  was  farther  alleged  ^'  affiant  has  made  personal 
inquiry  and  caused  inqairy  to  be  made  at  Jennings,  entryman's  last 
known  place  of  residence  in  this  State,  and  after  due  diligence  personal 
service  can  not  be  had  within  this  St^bte  where  the  tract  of  land  is  sit- 
uated." Johnson  at  the  same  time  deposited  the  fees  required  of  con- 
testants. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  and  set  for  September  2, 1886,  and  a  notice 
issued  bearing  date  July  19, 1886.  This  notice  was  subsequently  (date 
not  shown)  returned  to  the  land  office  with  the  following  endorsement 
thereon :  • 

Richard  Walton  is  not  to  be  foand  in  ttie  county.     Don't  reside  on  said  land. 

A.  D.  McFarlain, 

Deputy  Sheriff, 

Afterwards  by  virtue  of  a  commission  issued  by  the  local  officers  on 
July  28, 1886,  the  statements  of  two  witnesses  were  taken  and  forwarded 
to  the  local  office,  and  filed  there  August  9.  No  further  steps  seem  ever 
to  have  been  taken  in  the  matter  of  this  contest.  Pending  these  pro- 
ceedings the  attorney  for  the  contestant  called  the  attention  of  a  special 
agent  of  the  government  to  the  condition  of  this  entry  and  afterwards 
accompanied  him  to  the  land.  This  attorney  stat<'S  in  an  affidavit  sub- 
sequently filed  that  believing  that  his  client  would,  in  the  event  of  the 
cancellation  of  said  entity  as  a  result  of  the  investigation  by  the  special 
agent,  be  entitled,  under  the  rulings  of  your  office  in  a  letter  of  Decem- 
ber 5,  1885,  to  James  W.  Cone,  Kirkwood,  Dakota  (12  C.  L.  O.  238),  to 
a  preference  right  of  entry,  left  the  contest  in  ab4»yance  pending  such 
investigation.  The  local  officers  iUseems  took  no  further  steps  in  the 
contest  upon  the  theory  as  expressed  in  the  receiver's  letter  of  April  6, 
1889,  '*that  the  action  of  the  government,  through  special  agent  Wag- 
gaman  was  paramount  to  the  contest  of  an  individual "  and  advised  the 
contestant  not  to  prosecute  his  claim  further. 

Under  date  of  November  5, 1886,  special  agent  Waggaman  made  his 
report  upon  said  entry  showing  the  land  to  be  entirely  abandoned  and 
that  Walton  had  never  resided  upon  it.  Your  office  on  February  2, 
1887,  held  the  entry  for  cancellation  and  directed  that  the  entryman  be 
notified  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  circular  of  July 
31,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  603). 

There  is  nothing  in  the  papers  now  before  me  to  show  that  such  no- 
tice was  ever  given.  On  February  25, 1889,  Walton's  entry  was  finally 
canceled  by  your  office. 

On  March  2,  1889,  Cowan  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said 
land  which  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  on  the  ground 
that  Johnson  was  entitled  to  a  preference  right  of  entry. 

On  March  7,  1889,  the  local  officers  gave  notice  of  the  cancellation  of 
Walton's  entry  to  Johnson  who  on  March  26th  applied  to  make  home- 
stead entry  for  said  land.  Cowan  having  in  the  meantime  appealed 
from  the  rejection  of  his  application,  all  the  papers  were  transmitted  to 
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your  office  where  it  was  held  that  Johnson  was  not  entitled  to  a  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry  and  the  local  officers  were  directed  to  accept  Cowan's 
application. 

While  it  is  true  that  one  by  simply  furnishing  to  the  government 
information  upon  which  an  entry  is  subsequently  canceled,  does  not 
thereby  become  entitled  to  a  preference  right  of  entry,  yet  it  is  equally 
true  that  one  who  has  filed  an  affidavitof  contest  and  paid  or  deposited  the 
fees  as  required  by  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  can  not  be  deprived  of  the 
benefits  conferred  by  that  act  by  the  institution  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  an  investigation  of  such  entry. 

Johnson  has  evidently  acted  in  entire  good  faith  throughout  this 
transaction,  and  he  should  not  be  made  to  suffer  by  reason  of  the 
erroneous  advice  of  the  local  officers,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
such  advice  was  fully  justified  by  the  instructions  of  your  office  con- 
tained in  the  letter  referred  to. 

If  it  appears  from  the  records  of  your  office  or  those  of  the  local  office 
that  notice  of  the  action  of  your  office  holding  Walton's  entry  for  can- 
cellation was  duly  given  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  governing^ 
such  matters,  then  it  would  seem  unnecessary  to  interfere  with  the 
order  of  cancellation  heretofore  made,  but  Johnson's  application  should 
be  allowed.  If  no  notice  ever  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  circular  of  July  31, 1885,  then  the  cancellation  heretofore  made 
should  be  set  aside  and  the  case  should  be  returned  to  the  local  office 
with  instructions  to  allow  Johnson  to  proceed  with  his  contest  after 
securing  service  upon  the  en  try  man  by  publication  or  otherwise,  as  may 
be  necessary. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  in  accordance  with  the  views 
herein  expressed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— EMPLOYE  OF  THE  LOCAL  OFFICE. 

United  States  v.  Rose. 

A.  homestead  entry  made  by  one  who  has  accepted  an  appointment  in  the  local  office^ 
but  has  not  yet  entered  npon  the  duties  of  the  position,  is  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  which  prohibits  employes  of  the  land  office  from  becoming 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  any  of  the  public  lands. 

One  who  enters  land  knowing  that  his  official  employment  will  prevent  his  residence 
thereon,  cannot  plead  such  employment  as  an  excuse  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence. 

Mrst  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Cotnmissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  12,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  United  States  v.  David  E.  Eose  on 
appeal  by  the  Utter  from  your  decision  of  May  13,  1889,  rejecting  his 
final  proof  on  homestead  entry,  commuted  to  cash  entry,  for  the  NW. 
4  Sec.  21,  T.  125  N.,  K.  65  W.,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota,  land  district. 
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The  record  sbows  that :  he  made  homestead  entry  for  this  tract  on 
November  29, 1882,  and  on  March  Ist,  1884,  made  commatation  final 
proof  which  was  accepted  by  the  register  and  receiver  he  paying  $200 
and  taking  receipt  therefor,  January  22,  1885,  your  office  rejected  said 
proof  for  non-compliance  with  law  in  regard  to  residence.  March  2nd^ 
following  he  filed  his  affidavit  and  application  for  a  review  and  a 
reversal  of  said  decision  and  on  the  9th  of  said  mouth  your  office  found 
that — "  the  reason  for  rejecting  his  final  proof  no  longer  exists,''  and  said, 
**  my  letter  of  January  22, 1885,  is  modified  accordingly.  You  will  notify 
the  claimant  of  the  fact,  and  that  his  entry  will  be  approved  for  patent.'^ 

On  November  3rd,  1885,  Special  Agent  Augustus  High  was  directed 
by  your  office  to  investigate  this  entry  and  to  report  to  your  office, 
which  he  did  on  the  23rd  of  same  month,  giving  in  detail  the  facts  in 
the  case  but  making  no  recommendation.  This  report  was  accompanied 
by  a  statement  from  Eose  which  was  made  a  part  thereof.  Upon  re- 
ceiving this,  your  office  on  March  17,  1886,  held  the  entry  for  cancella- 
tion subject  to  appeal  or  a  hearing  if  Rose  should  apply  for  a  hearing 
within  sixty  days. 

On  June  8th,  Bose,  by  his  attorney  W.  J.  Johnson  appealed  from 
said  decision,  and  on  September  3rd,  1886,  he  made  application  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  certification  of  the  papers  to  this  Department  and  on 
the  15th  of  said  month  your  office  was  directed  to  transmit  the  papers 
to  this  Department,  which  was  accordingly  done  and  on  February  15^ 
1887,  the  same  came  on  for  consideration  and  the  Secretary  thereupon 
ordered  that  a  hearing  be  had  ^<  to  the  end  that  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion may  be  had  as  to  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  case  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  ^nd  especially  whether  said  Bose  was  not  under 
engagement  to  enter  the  public  service  before  he  made  entry  for  the 
land  in  question."  In  pursuance  of  this  direction  a  hearing  was  ordered 
before  the  local  office  at  Aberdeen  to  be  held  on  December  Ist,  1887» 
and  on  said  day  the  same  was  continued  to  April  23,  1888.  8(>ecial 
Agent  John  W.  Daniel  was  directed  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  on  the  adjourned  day  of  hearing  he  appeared  and  siib> 
mitted  the  original  proof  and  the  statement  of  claimant  and  there  being 
no  further  testimony  offered,  the  local  officers  found  that  the  govern- 
ment has  failed  to  make  out  a  case,  and  recommended  that  the  entry 
remain  intact. 

On  May  13, 1889,  the  entire  matter  came  before  you  for  consideration 
and  you  find  that  theentryman  has  failed  to  comply  with  tlie  law  in  the 
matter  of  residence  and  you  find  that  his  good  faith,  by  reason  of  wrong 
advice  from  the  local  officers  saves  his  entry  from  forfeiture,  and  you 
therefore  follow  the  Thomas  Nash  case  (5  L.  D.,  608),  and  reject  the  final 
proof  now  under  consideration  and  allow  him  upon  proper  compliance 
with  law,  especially  in  the  matter  of  residence  to  submit  new  proof  dur- 
ing the  life  of  his  homestead  entry. 

From  this  decision  he  appealed. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  consists  principally  of  the  statements  of 
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the  claimant  and  bis  witnesses.  On  Jane  16,  1886,  he  in  an  affidavit 
made  in  Michigan  says :  '^I  am  a  resident  of  Grand  Haven,  Michigan, 
and  have  resided  here  since  1861 ;  less  two  years  and  six  months  daring 
which  time  I  lived  at  or  near  Aberdeen,  Dakota,'^ 

He  says  he  went  to  Dakota  in  Augast,  1882,  to  select  some  iand,  the 
land  office  being  temporarily  closed  he  went  home.  In  November  Reg- 
ister Duncombe  wrote  him  soliciting  him  to  accept  a  position  as  clerk 
in  his  office,  which  position  he  accepted  and  went  to  Aberdeen  Novem- 
ber 26,  1882.  On  the  29th  of  November,  on  advice  of  Duncombe  he 
entered  the  N W.  ^21-126-65-  as  his  homestead.    He  says : 

^^  He  (Duncombe)  advised  me  that  inasmuch  as  I  was  to  be  employed 
in  the  U.  S.  land  office  the  requirement  as  to  residence  upon  my  land 
would  not  be  required  of  me."  On  December  Ist,  following  he  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  clerk  in  the  land  office,  and  remained  until  May  Ist, 
.1883,  when  he  resigned.  During  the  summer  he  built  a  small  house  on 
the  land,  had  some  breaking  done  and  cultivated  some  of  the  land. 
He  put  some  household  furniture  in  the  house  and  slept  there  a  few 
nights  but  never  established  his  residence  on  the  land,  but  went  back 
to  Michigan  and  stayed  some  time,  when  he  returned  and  stayed  at 
Aberdeen,  until  September  12,1883,  when  he  was  re-appointed  as  clerk 
in  the  land  office  and  remained  until  March  23,  1885.  He  had  a  wife 
and  four  children  residing  in  Michigan — they  never  lived  in  Dakota. 
He  occasionally  visited  the  land  while  in  Aberdeen  and  had  some 
thirty  acres  cropped  each  year — he  voted  once  or  twice  in  the  precinct 
in  which  the  land  is  situate. 

This  case  is,  as  to  the  question  of  residence  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  Henry  W.  Lord  (11  L.  D.,  18),  who,  it  was  found  made  his  settle- 
ment in  anticipation  of  his  appointment  as  register.  In  the  decision 
it  was  said : 

If  the  settlement  is  made,  as  ia  this  case,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  secaring  the 
land  as  a  grataity,  without  fulfilling  the  consideration  of  residence  reqaired  by 
statute,  and  knowing  at  the  time  that  the  duties  of  the  office  would  prevent  the 
maintenance  of  residence  on  the  land,  such  settlement  is  not  bona  fide  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  or  of  the  character  contemplated  by  it. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  claimant  went  to  Dakota  from  Michigan,  leav- 
ing his  family  at  his  home  in  the  latter  State,  to  accept  the  office  of 
clerk  in  a  land  office.  He  knew  he  could  not  make  a  homestead  entry, 
being  an  employ^  in  the  land  office,  so  he  evaded  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law  by  makijig  entry,  first,  and  then,  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed.  He  knew  he  coald  not,  and 
did  not  intend  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence,  his 
family  were  in  Michigan  and  intended  to  remain,  and  in  fact  have  re- 
mained tjiere  during  all  the  time,  never  living  in  Dakota. 

The  entry  is  clearly  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law  which  pro- 
hibits employees  of  the  land  office  from  becoming  interested  in  the 
purchase  of  any  of  the  public  lands. 

Herbert  McMicken  et  aL,  10  L.  D.,  97. 
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For  this  reason  it  is  my  judgment  that  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash,  5 
L.  D.J  608,  has  no  bearing  on  the  case  at  bar. 

The  final  proof  is  rejected  and  the  entry  mast  be  canceled.  Your 
decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


REPAYMENT— MORTGAGEE^ASSIONEK. 

Alonzo  W.  Graves. 

A  raortga*^,  whose  claim  is  merely  a  lien  on  the  land,  is  not  an  assignee  of  the  en- 
trymau,  and  as  such  entitled  to  repayment. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  Septeinber  13, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Alonzo  W.  Graves  from  your  office 
decision  of  May  31, 1-89,  refusing  the  return  of  the  purchase  money  to 
him  as  the  mortgagee  of  Joseph  A.  Patten,  who  made  cash  entry  No. 
13,661,  commuted  from  homestead  entry  No.  1285,  Mitchell  land  office, 
Dakota. 

It  appears  that  final  receipt  for  t200  was  issued  to  Patten  on  Febru- 
ary 28, 1885,  in  payment  for  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  103  N.,  R.  55  W., 
Mitchell,  Dakota,  land  office,  and  that  on  February  20,  1885,  Patten 
executed  a  mortgage  on  said  land  in  favor  of  Graves  for  the  sum  of 
1325.50. 

It  is  alleged  that  this  money  was  used  by  Patten  in  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  of  the  land.  It  nowhere  appears,  however,  when  the 
debt  became  due,  for  which  the  mortgage  was  given.  Patten's  entry 
was  canceled  upon  his  relinquishment,  and  subsequently  Graves  applied, 
as  mortgagee  of  Patten,  for  the  purchase  money  of  the  tract. 

Section  2362  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  as  follows : — 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  anthorized,  upon  proof  being  made  to  his  satinfac- 
tiou  that  any  tract  of  land  has  been  erroneously  sold  by  the  United  States,  so  that 
from  any  canse  the  sale  can  not  be  confirmed,  to  repay  to  the  purchaser  or  his  legal 
representatiYes  6t  assigps  the  sum  of  money  which  was  paid  therefor,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

^'Assignees  within  the  meaningof  the  statute  now  under  consideration 
are  purchasers  who  purchase  the  land  after  entry  and  take  assignments 
of  the  title  under  such  entry.  "  General  Circular,  approved  March  1, 
1884,  p.  39. 

It  is  well  settled  in  this  Department  that  the  giving  of  a  mortgage  to 
secure  the  purchase  money  for  government  land  is  not  a  sale  of  the 
laud ;  nor  is  it  an  agreement  or  contract  by  which  the  title  inures  to  the 
benefit  of  another,  Larson  i?.Weisbecker,  1  L.  D.,  409 ;  Young  r.  Arnold, 
5L.D.,  701;  William  U.  Ray,  6  L.  D.,  340;  Mudgett  r.  Dubuque  & 
Sioux  City  Kailroad  Company,  8L.  D.,  343. 

The  Dakota  Code  of  1883  (Vol.  2,  Sec.  1722,)  defines  a  mortgage  as 
follows : 
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"  Mortgage  is  a  contract  by  which  specific  property  is  hypothecated 
for  the  performance  of  an  act  without  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  posses- 
sion." 

The  code  further  provides,  that  to  entitle  any  party  to  make  foreclos- 
ure, '^  it  shall  be  requisite  that  some  default  in  a  condition  of  such  mort- 
gage shall  have  accrued,  by  which  the  power  to  sell  has  become  opera- 
tive."   Sec.  598,  Vol.  1. 

Section  607  provides,  that  the  property  sold  may  be  redeemed  within 
one  year  from  the  day  of  sale,  and  section  609  provides  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  officer  making  such  sale  to  complete  the  same  by  exe- 
cuting a  deed  of  the  premises  so  sold  to  the  original  purchaser,  ^^  if 
such  mortgaged  premises  be  not  redeemed." 

So,  that  a  mortgage  in  Dakota,  prior  to  a  decree  and  sale  of  the  land 
thereunder,  is  not  an  assignee  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 

In  this  case,  it  appearing  that  Graves  was  only  a  mortgagee,  his 
mortgage  being  merely  a  lien  on  the  land  to  secure  a  debt,  he  is  not 
in  any  sense  an  assignee  of  the  purchaser,  aud  therefore  his  applica- 
tion for  repayment  was  properly  refused. 

Your  said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RESIDENCE— TENANT— SETT LEMEN^T  RIGHTS. 

Hall  v.  Levy. 

One  who  ia  residing  on  land  tis  the  tenant  of  another  may,  on  the  termination  of 
such  relation,  acquire  a  valid  settlement  right  to  said  land  by  remaining  thereon, 
cultivating  and  improving  the  same,  with  the  intent  to  make  it  a  permanent 
home. 

Settlement  on  land  covered  by  an  entry  confers  no  right  as  against  the  record  entry^ 
man,  but  as  between  subsequent  claimants  the  settlement  first  in  time  is  entitled 
to  the  highest  consideration  on  cancellation  of  the  existing  entry. 

Residence  is  not  acquired  or  maintained  by  occasional  visits  to  the  land. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  16,  1890. 

1  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  W.  Hall  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  dated  January  30,  1889,  in  the  case  of  said  Hall  v.  Louis 
Levy,  approving  the  latter's  final  commutation  proof  for  lots  1  aud  2  and 
the  S.  i  NE.  J  Sec.  6,  T.  37  N.,  K.  3  W.,  Lewiston  land  district,  Idaho,  aud 
holding  for  cancellation  Hall's  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  for 
the  said  tract. 

August  23,  1882,  one  Stephen  A.  Moon,  made  timber  culture  entry 
for  said  tract,  and  On  October  6,  1885,  his  entry  was  canceled  for  re- 
linquishment and  Lizzie  Levy  made  her  entry  for  the  tract  under  the 
timber  culture  law,  ISTovember  27,  1885,  her  entry  was  canceled  for  re- 
linquishment and  on  the  same  day  Louis  Levy  made  his  entry  for  the 
tract  under  the  homestead  law. 
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December  17,  1885,  John  W.  Hall,  made  application  to  file  his  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  alleging  settlement  and 
residence  thereon  October  6,  1885;  his  application  was  rejected  and 
Hall  appealed. 

May  21,  1886,  your  office  directed  that  HalPs  declaratory  statement 
^^  should  be  received  because  of  his  alleged  residence  on  the  land,''  and 
on  June  17, 1886,  his  declaratory  statement  was  filed  in  the  local  office. 

January  20,  1887,  Levy  offered  final  commutation  proof,  and  on  the 
same  day  Hall  filed  a  protest  against  the  acceptance  of  said  proof. 

Hearing  was  ordered  and  had,  and  on  March  25, 1887,  the  local  offi- 
cers filed  dissenting  opinions  and  transmitted  the  case  to  your  office 
for  decision  thereon. 

Both  parties  appealed. 

January  30, 1889,  your  office  decided  in  favor  of  Levy's  entry,  and  held 
Hall's  dec^laratory  statement  for  cancellation,  whereupon  Hall  appealed. 

The  evidence  adduced  shows  that  during  the  last  week  in  September 
1883,  Stephen  A.  Moon,  rented  the  tract  in  dispute  to  John  W.  Hall  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  with  the  agreed  understanding  that  Hall  was  to 
prepare  and  crop  all  of  the  previously  broken  land,  and  as  compensa- 
tion for  so  doing  he  was  to  have  two  thirds  of  all  such  crop,  and  the 
use  of  a  dwelling  house  on  the  premises ;  and  Moon  was  to  receive  as 
rental  onepthird  of  the  grain. 

Shortly  afterwards  Moon  further  agreed  that  if  Hall  broke  any  new 
land  he  was  to  have  the  right  to  raise  two  crops  on  such  new  breaking 
as  compensation  for  his  labor. 

September  1884,  Moon  again  rented  the  premises  to  Hall  on  the  same 
conditions  for  another  year,  and  the  second  lease  expired  in  September 
1885,  except  as  to  the  use  of  about  twelve  acres  of  the  new  breaking 
from  which  Hall  had  not  raised  a  second  crop.  During  said  period 
Moon  permitted  Hall  to  erect  certain  out  buildings  and  fences  on  the 
]and,at  Hall's  expense,  with  the  right  in  Hall  to  remove  the  same  when- 
ever he  quit  the  premises.  Moon  frequently  tried  to  sell  the  tract  to 
Hall,  but  wanted  as  payment  for  his  relinquishment  the  sum  of  $2,000, 
which  amount  Hall  thought  was  too  much,  besides  he  had  not  the  money 
and  declined  to  buy. 

Hall  testified  that  during  the  last  week  in  September  1885  Mr.  A. 
Levy,  a  merchant  of  Genesee,  and  father  of  Louis  Levy,  came  to  his 
bouse  and  told  him  that  he 

Had  now  had  got  Moon  to  agree  to  let  him  (Levy)  have  the  improvements  on  this 
timber  onltare  entry,  as  settling  the  debt  between  him  and  Moon  and  now  says  he 
•  .  .  .  yon  have  been  wanting  this  place  for  a  home,  and  now  is  yonr  time.  Will 
yon  take  these  improvements  off  my  hands  f  I  have  jewed  him  down  $600.  On  what 
eonditions,  Mr.  Levy,  I  says,  will  you  let  me  have  them  f  For  fourteen  hundred 
dollars,  he  says,  at  ten  per  cent,  and  all  the  time  you  want.  Says  I,  I  will  take  them. 
What  security  will  yon  give  me,  he  says.  I  told  him  I  would  give  him  a  mortgage 
on  my  two  wagons  and  two  teams.  He  says,  all  right,  the  place  is  yours.  Though 
one  more  thing,  what  right  will  yon  use  on  this  land  at  Moon's  relinquishment  t  I 
replied,  my  pre-emption  right.    One  thing,  he  says,  do  you  know  when  you  give  me 
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a  mortgage  on  this  property  yon  cannot  selli  or  trade  or  dispose  of  it,  and  when  you 
proye  op  on  this  laud  and  get  the  deed,  will  yon  renew  the  mortgage  by  giving  me  a 
mortgage  on  it  f  I  says,  yes  sir,  I  will.  All  right,  all  right,  says  he,  the  place  is 
yonrs.  In  ten  days  from  today  yon,  Mr.  Moon  and  I  will  meet  in  Lewiston  and  fix 
this  matter  all  np. 

Hall  also  testified  that  Mr.  Levy  told  him  tbat  he  and  his  sou  Loais 
had  rights  bat  it  would  not  suit  either  one  of  them  to  ase  it  on  this 
lafid,  and  that  he  wanted  some  one  to  take  it  off  his  hands. 

This  was  when  I  told  him  I  would  put  my  pre-emption  on.  On  the  ninth  day  I  went 
to  Genesee  to  the  store  and  asked  him  if  everything  was  in  readiness  for  tomorrow 
concerning  the  trade  f  He  says,  no,  I  have  taken  that  place  in  myself.  He  d\d  not 
tell  me  his  daughter  Lizzie  had  a  timber  culture,  I  found  it  out  by  hearing  several 
saying  she  had. 

Hall  further  testified  that  he  was  a  widower  with  nine  children,  five 
of  whom  lived  with  him  on  the  land  continuously  since  September  1883; 
that  on  and  prior  to  October  6,  1885,  he  owned  and  had  on  the  laud  the 
following  improvements,  viz :  A  wagon  shed,  a  hog  corral,  a  granary, 
also  another  granary  partly  built,  with  material  on  the  land  to  finish  it, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  fencing — posts  and  rails — twenty- five  acres 
of  newly  broken  ground  and  about  twenty-two  acres  plowed ;  tbat  he 
occupied  Moon's  house  until  the  latter  part  of  December  1885,  when  he 
removed  into  a  new  house  which  he  had  built  on  the  land.  In  1886,  he 
raised  a  crop  of  barley  on  twenty-five  acres  and  a  crop  of  wheat  on 
twenty-two  acres,  besides  a  supply  of  garden  vegetables. 

Louis  Levy  testified  that  on  November  25, 1885,  he  purchased  from 
his  sister  the  improvements  on  the  tract, and  procured  arelinquishraent 
of  her  entry  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  her  $1500;  that  he  presented 
her  relinquishment  at  the  local  office  December  27th,  and  the  same  was 
filed  and  her  entry  canceled,  and  he  thereupon  made  his  homestead 
entry  for  the  land. 

December  3,  1885, 1  spoke  to  Mr.  Hall  and  told  him  that  I  wonld  like  to  have  pos- 
session of  my  house.  I  said  I  would'nt  pnsh  him  toward  going  ont,  that  I  would 
give  him  two  weeks  and  if  required  a  few  days  over.  I  wonld'nt  press  him.  He 
said  Louis,  I  am  to  have  the  use  of  twelve  aores  for  another  season,  that  is  all  the 
claim  I  have  against  that  land.  He  wanted  to  know  whether  I  would'nt  allow  him 
to  live  in  the  house  with  me.  In  reply  I  said  I  wanted  to  occupy  the  house  alone  and 
furthermore  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  want  to  see  him  lose  a  cent  and  that  I  would 
pay  for  the  use  of  what  he  claimed  that  he  had  of  this  twelve  aores.  On  or  about  the 
22d  or  23d  of  December  1885,  he  gave  up  .possession  to  my  house,  peaceably,  after 

whicfi  timelmovedin I  think  that  is  all  the  oonversatioii 

I  had  with  him.     I  got  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  improvements.     (Bill  of  sale  offered  in 
evidence  marked  exhibit  '*A".) 

On  his  cross  examination  Levy  testified  that  he  had  been  a  farmer  a 
little  over  six  months  and  a  half;  he  built  a  barn  hauled  hay,  straw 
and  grain,  and  helped  to  thresh ;  he  did  not  know  how  many  days  he 
was  occupied.  He  proved  up  on  a  pre-emption  claim,  and  owned  three 
hundred  and  twenty -five  acres  besides  the  pre-empted  tract  j  that  when 
he  made  his  homestead  entry  he  incurred  a  debt  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
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and  not  having  any  means  to  pay  the  same,  or  make  improvements  on 
his  homestead,  he  continued  in  the  employ  of  bis  father  as  a  clerk  in 
his  store,  as  well  as  assisting  him  in  his  duties  as  postmaster ;  he  did 
so  in  order  to  earn  money  to  pay  the  indebtedness  and  make  improve- 
ments on  the  homestead.  He  made  actual  settlement  on  the  homestead 
in  .the  latter  part  of  January  or  beginning  of  February  1886,  by  putting 
up  a  stove  and  bedstead  and  fixing  up  two  seats  and  making  a  table. 
From  the  date  of  his  settlement  up  to  July  14th  he  went  to  his  claim 
almost  every  Saturday  evening,  he  usually  remained  during  Sunday, 
returning  to  Genesee  Sunday  evening. 

About  July  14, 1886,  he  quit  his  father's  employ  and  went  to  work 
on  his  homestead  aud  resided  there  continuously  thereafter,  his  ab- 
sences not  exceeding  a  few  times,  and  then  only  on  business. 

Question.  **  What  improvements  have  yoa  placed  on  this  land  since  November  27, 
1885,  other  than  the  hoanehold  effects  you  placed  in  the  house?  Answer. — A.  small 
bam,  a  chicken  house.  I  intended  to  improve  the  place  more,  but  I  had  so  much 
money  invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  improvements  that  I  concluded  before  making 
other  improvements  to  wait  until  the  tinal  decision. 

He  admitted  that  the  material  for  the  barn  was  already  on  the 
ground  at  the  time  he  purchased  the  improvements,  and  that  the  mate- 
rial used  in  the  construction  of  the  chicken  house  was  all  that  he  had 
taken  to  the  claim.  He  had  a  considerable  portion  of  the  homestead 
tract  prepared  and  cropped  by  one  Lewis  Clark  in  the  season  of  1886, 
and  a  short  time  before  this  hearing  he  purchased  a  wagon,  harrow  and 
plow  to  use  on  his  claim. 

On  his  redirect  examination  he  testified  that  owing  to  his  indebted- 
ness it  was  necessary  for  him  to  work  away  from  the  homestead ;  that 
he  had  no  team,  wagon  harness  or  farming  implements,  and  did  not 
wish  to  go  in  debt  for  them ;  that  Hall  built  his  house  on  the  tract  in  dis- 
pute about  December  22, 1883. 

On hisrecross  examination  he  admitted  that  he  paid  $2100  for  three 
quarter  sections  of  land  besides  the  amounts  he  paid  for  his  pre-empted 
tract  and  for  the  improvements  on  the  homestead ;  that  he  had  a  dwelling 
house  and  barn  on  his  pre-empted  land,  the  whole  tract  was  fenced, 
eighty-five  acres  were  under  cultivation;  and  the  premises  were  leased 
by  him  to  a  tenant. 

Hall  testified  in  rebuttal  that  he  denied  Louis  Levy's  right  to  pos- 
session December  .S,  1885,  and  told  him  at  the  time  that  the  land  was 
in  his  Hall's  possession,  and  he  thought  that  Levy  knew  it.  He  denied 
that  he  was  occupying  the  land  October  6, 1885,  as  Moon's  tenant. 

The  record  herein  shows  that  at  the  time  Levy's  father  called  upon 
Hall  and  agreed  to  sell  him  the  improvements  Moon  had  already  sold 
and  disposed  of  his  interests  in  said  improvements,  and  had  virtually 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  tbe  land;  aud  that  when  A.  Levy  agreed 
with  Hall  to  sell  him  the  improvements.  Hall's  tenancy  with  Moon  had 
in  fact  ceased,  and  Hall  with  the  best  of  good  faith  on  his  part  and 
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with  the  understanding  and  approval  of  A.  Levy,  and  believing  that 
the  improvements  as  well  as  the  lanii  belonged  to  him  under  said  agree- 
ment, made  a  valid  legal  settlement  on  the  land  as  a  pre-emptor  by  con- 
tinuing to  reside  thereon,  cultivating  and  improving  the  land ;  intend- 
ing to  make  it  a  permanent  home.    Clark  v.  Martin  (11  L.  D.,  72). 

It  is  a  well  established  rule  that  as  between  a  settler  and  a  record 
entryman  no  superior  right  can  be  acquired ;  but  as  between  snbsequeat 
claimants  ^'  the  settlement  first  made  in  point  of  time  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  consideration,"  as  soon  as  the  record  entryman's  claim  is  relin- 
quished.   G^r  r.  Farrington  (4  L.  D.,  410). 

As  Hall  offered  to  file  for  the  land  within  the  proper  time  after  Moon's 
relinquishment,  and  has  honestly  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  since  the  date  of  his  settlement,  and  as  the  evidence 
shows  that  Levy  failed  to  establish  his  actual  residence  on  the  tract  in 
dispute  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  his  entry,  to  the  exclusion 
of  one  elsewhere,  Swain  v.  Call  (9  L.  D.,  22) ;  Bedding  v.  Biley  (lb., 
523),  and  as  his  Sunday  visits  to  the  land  were  made  merely  to  keep  up 
the  fiction  of  residence  and  can  not  constitute  compliance  with  the  law, 
Henry  St.  George  L.  Hopkins  (10  L.  D.,  472),  his  entry  should  be  can- 
celed and  Hall's  declaratory  statement  allowed  to  stand  intact,  subject 
to  future  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  law.  The 
decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed. 


SOLDIERS'  HOMESTEAD  DECLARATOBT  STATEMENT. 

W.  H.  H.  Kbllogo. 

If  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  is  illegal  because  filed  while  the  claimant  is  re- 
siding on  land  claimed  under  the  pre-emption  law,  snch  illegality  may  be  con- 
sidered as  cured  by  subsequent  entry  under  such  filing,  after  the  submission  of 
pre-emption  final  proof,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  intervening  right. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  September  16,  1890. 

On  Jane  1,  1887,  W.  Q.  H.  Kellogg  filed  declaratory  statement  for 
SW.  I,  Sec.  32,  T.  5  S.,  R.  53  W.  Denver,  Colorado,  and  made  proof 
and  cash  entry  for  the  same  on  January  12, 1888. 

Meanwhile  on  Angnst  1,  1887,  he  filed  soldiers' declaratory  statement 
for  SE.  ^,  Sec.  31,  same  township  and  range. 

On  January  10, 1888,  he  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said 
last  described  tract  which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers.  On  appeal 
your  office  by  letter  of  June  23, 1888,  affirmed  that  action  on  the  ground 
that  when  claimant  filed  soldiers'  declaratory  statement  ^^  he  was  not 
qualified  to  do  so  as  he  was  living  on  the  land  embraced  in  his  pre- 
emption filing,  it  being  a  well  recognized  ruling  that  a  pre-emption  and 
homestead  claim  cannot  be  held  by  the  same  party  at  the  same  time." 

Claimant  appealed. 
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Id  the  case  of  Bobinsoa  v.  Packard  (7  L.  D.,  225),  it  was  held  (sylla- 
bas),  that  ^^  If  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  is  illegal  because  filed 
when  the  claimant  is  residing  on  a  tract  claimed  under  the  pre-emption 
law,  such  illegality  may  be  considered  as  cured  by  subsequent  entry 
under  such  filing,  after  the  submission  of  pre-emption  final  proof,  and  in 
absence  of  any  intervening  right.'' 

That  decision  seems  to  rule  the  case  at'bar,  as  there  is  no  adverse 
claim  presented  by  the  record. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST—AGENT— PL  ANTING. 

OLSEN  17.  Warfoed. 

The  default  of  the  entryman's  agent  in  performing  the  requisite  acts  in  compliance 
with  law  is  the  default  of  the  en  try  man. 

Sowing  tree  seeds  when  the  ground  is  frozen,  and  partly  covered  with  snow,  can  not 
be  accepted  as  compliance  with  law,  especially  where  it  appears  that  the  entry- 
man  might  have  done  the  planting  seasonably  and  in  good  order. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  16, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Franklin  M.  Warford  from  your 
office  decision  of  Febrnary  5,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber 
cnltare  entry,  No.  6563,  made  March  9,  1882,  for  the  NW.  \  of  Sec.  28, 
T.  148,  R.  59  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota. 

On  March  15,  1886,  Hans  H.  Olsen  filed  his  contest  affidavit  against 

said  entry,  charging  failure  to  plant  five  a<;res  the  third  year,  and  also 

to  plant  five  acrps  the  fourth  year  of  entry. 
Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  the  register  and  receiver  recommended 

the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  and  on  appeal  you  affirm  that  judgment. 

The  facts  are  substantially  set  forth  in  your  said  office  decision. 

The  fourth  year  of  the  entry  expired  March  9, 1886.  On  the  6th  and 
7th  days  of  March,  of  that  year,  four  bushels  of  seed  (box  elder)  were 
dropped  on  top  of  the  ground,  in  lines  eight  feet  apart,  crosswise  of  the 
plowing.  The  ground  was  then  frozen,  and  partly  covered  with  snow. 
Ten  acres  of  the  ground  were  thus  planted,  the  five  acres  planted  to 
seeds  the  third  year  having  produced  but  few  trees.  It  appears  that 
the  work  of  planting  the  seeds  was  entrusted  to  an  agent,  who  permitted 
the  planting  season  to  pass  without  doing  the  necessary  work ;  and  when 
he  did  plant  or  sow  the  seeds,  it  was  confessedly  done  at  the  particular 
time  to  avoid  running  beyond  the  limit  of  the  fourth  year,  during  which 
the  law  required  the  planting  to  be  done.  His  default  is  that  of  his 
principal. 

The  government  looks  to  the  entryman   only,  and  if  the  requirements  of  the  law 
are  not  complied  with,  the  entry  must  be  canceled,  though  such  non-compliance 
may  be  through  the  entryman's  agent.    Danford  v.  Ellsworth,  10  L.  D.,  341. 
2497—1^0. 11 19 
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Sowing  seeds  on  the  frozen  ground,  partly  covered  with  snow,  can  not 
be  regarded  as  a  compliance  with  law,  especially  when  the  evidence 
shows  that  the  entryinan  could  have  put  the  seeds  or  cuttings  in  the 
ground  in  good  order,  and  at  a  seasonable  time. 

It  may  be  possible  that  the  entryman  acted  in  good  faith,  but  it  does 
not  seem  probable  or  reasonable,  especially  so  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
curring opinions  of  the  local  and  your  office.  Under  such  circumstances, 
I  do  not  feel  justified  in  disturbing  your  judgment,  hence,  it  must  be 
found  that  the  charge  that  the  entryman  failed  to  plant  to  seeds  or  cut- 
tings five  acres  the  fourth  year  of  entry  is  sustained  by  the  evidence, 
and  your  said  office  decision  cancelling  the  entry  is,  therefore,  affirmed. 


PRB-BMPTION  BNTBT— COMPLIANC£  WITH  LAW  AFTBR  KKTRY. 

ARTHXTR  H,  Lupfer. 

If  the  pre-emptor  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  settlement  and 
residence  prior  to  entry  such  default  can  not  be  cured  by  acts  performed  subse- 
quently. Acts  performed  after  entry  are  only  considered  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining the  good  faith  of  the  claimant  during  the  period  covered  by  his  final 
proof. 

An  entry  made  without  the  prerequisite  acts  in  compliance  with  law  is  illegal ;  the 
pre-emptor  exhausts  his  right  thereby,  and  cannot  make  a  second  entry  on  new 
proof,  though  it  may , show  compliance  with  law  after  the  period  covered  by  the 
first  entry. 

The  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  law  as  to  settlement,  cultivation,  residence,  and 
improvement  are  applicgble  to  lands  formerly  embraced  in  the  Fort  Lamed  mili- 
tary reservation  and  restored  to  .entry  by  the  act  of  August  4,  1882. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  16,  1890. 

Arthur  H.  Lupfer  filed  his  declaratory  statement  November  17, 1883, 
for  lots  9,  10,  and  11,  N.  J  of  NE.  i,  NE.  i  of  NW.  i,  Sec.  7,  T.  22  S.,  B. 
17  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Lamed  Kansas,  alleging  settlement  November  14, 
and  submitted  final  proof  therefor  October  25,  1884.  Payment  and 
cash  entry  were  not  made  for  said  tract  until  March  2,  1885,  when  he 
filed  an  affidavit,  stating  that  at  th.e  date  of  making  final  proof  he  was 
unable  to  raise  the  money  to  pay  for  the  lands;  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  procure  it  until  the  present  time,  and  that  his  residence. upon 
the  tract  had  been  continuous  up  to  that  date.  In  his  final  proof  he 
stated  that  his  residence  upon  the  tract  had  been  continuous  from  the 
date  he  first  made  settlement  in  December,  1883. 

The  final  proof  also  showed  that  the  improvements  consisted  of  a  sod 
house,  eight  by  ten  feet,  a  well,  about  three  or  four  acres  of  breaking, 
some  sorghum  planted,  and  that  the  land  was  used  principally  for 
grazing. 

The  entry  was  held  for  cancellation  April  13,  1885,  upon  the  report 
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of  a  special  agent,  and  from  the  testimouy  taken  at  the  hearing,  had 
December  24, 1886,  it  waa  shown  that  the  improvements  on  the  land  at 
date  of  final  proof  consisted  of  a  small  dug-out,  about  seven  by  nine, 
in  which  claimant  put  a  narrow  bed,  bedding,  stove,  coffee  pot,  and 
some  dishes;  he  also  had  a  well,  and  x>lowed  some  ground  which  was 
planted  in  sorghum.  In  the  winter  of  1883  and  1884,  the  claimant 
taught  school,  in  a  school  house  situated  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  dug-out  on  his  claim,  but  from  December,  1883,  until  about 
September  23, 1886,  he  lived  with  his  father,  and  for  the  period  covered 
by  his  final  proof  it  is  shown  from  his  own  testimony  that  he  only  vis. 
ited  the  claim  about  once  in  thirty  days.  He  stated  that  he  first  estab- 
lished residence  December  3, 1883,  and  was  again  on  the  land  the  nights 
of  December  14,  and  15.  In  response  to  the  question :  ^' About  how  long 
after  that  was  it  that  you  stayed  there  again  f  "  he  answered,  '^I  do  not 
know.  I  made  it  a  point  to  be  there  at  least  once  in  every  thirty  days. 
Some  months  I  was  there  more  and  others  I  was  not.  I  candidly 
thought  a  single  man's  continuous  residence  permitted  him  more  free- 
dom than  a  married  man."  He  states  that  he  can  not  recall  the  fact 
that  he  ever  stayed  on  the  land  more  than  two  nights  in  succession 
prior  to  March,  1885. 

The  testimony  offered  by  the  government  shows  that  for  the  time 
covered  by  claimant's  final  proof  there  were  no  indications  of  any  one 
residing  on  the  tract,  and  one  of  his  witnesses  testified  that  claimant 
cultivated  some  wheat  on  his  father's  land  not  far  from  the  tract  in  dis- 
pute. But  it  is  also  shown  by  the  testimony  that  during  the  year  1886 
claimant  made  substantial  improvements  on  the  land,  and  commenced 
to  reside  thereon  with  his  family,  having  married  in  1884,  and  has  since 
September  23,  1886,  maintained  a  continuous  residence  thereon.  The 
claimant  says  that  the  last  improvements  were  commenced  in  the  spring 
of  1886,  while  some  of  his  witnesses  state  that  they  were  commenced  in 
the  fall,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  controversy  about  the  fact  that  his 
continuous  residence  on  the  tract  did  not  commence  until  September, 
1886.  One  of  his  own  witnesses  testified  that  claimant  did  not  estab- 
lish actual  residence  on  the  tract  until  the  last  of  September,  1886.  This 
was  eighteen  months  atter  the  final  proof  and  seventeen  months  after 
his  entry  had  been  held  for  cancellation  upon  the  report  of  a  special 
agent  that  he  had  never  made  an  actual  residence  on  the  claim. 

The  hearing  had  December  24,  188  >,  was  ordered  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  claimant,  and  from  the  testimony  taken  at  said  hearing;  the 
local  officers  decided  that  under  the  law  the  entry  was  illegal,  and  must 
be  held  for  cancellation ;  but,  in  view  of  his  now  being  an  actual  settler 
on  the  land,  they  recommended  that  he  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof 
and  entry. 

Before  your  office  took  action  upon  this  decision,  Lupfer  submitted 
new  final  proof,  made  November  2,  1888,  showing  that  he  had  made 
substantial  improvements  upon  the  tract,  and  had  resided  thereon  with 
his  family  continuously  from  September  23,  1886. 
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la  coDsiilering  the  testimony  taken  at  said  hearing  of  December  24, 
1886,  yoar  office  held  that  Lupfer  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  as  to 
residence,  and  that  his  proof  was  false,  and  showed  that  he  did  not  act 
in  good  faith.  His  entry  was  therefore  held  for  cancellation,  i^'rom 
this  decision  he  appealed. 

It  is  clear  from  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  that,  at  the  date 
of  claimant's  entry,  on  March  2,  1885,  he  had  not  complied  with  the  law 
as  to  residence,  and  it  was  shown  that  he  never  established  an  actual 
bona  fide  residence  on  the  tract,  or  showed  any  reason  for  failure  to  do 
so.  During  the  period  covered  by  his  entry  he  was  for  most  of  the  time 
a  single  man,  teaching  school  near  the  tract,  and  yet  resided  during  all 
that  period  with  his  father,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  his  claim,  upon 
whose  land  he  was  farming,  and  making  occasional  visits  to  the  tract 
of  about  once  in  every  thirty  days,  acting  as  he  states  upon  the  theory 
that  a  single  man  was  not  required  to  stay  upon  his  claim.  Yet  he  mar- 
ried in  1884,  and  seems  to  have  made  no  effort  to  improve  the  tract  and 
move  his  family  thereon,  until  September  23,  1886,  eighteen  months 
after  making  entry, and  when  his  entry  had  been  held  for  cancellation, 
because  of  his  failure  to  establish  a  residence  thereon. 

If  a  claimant  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  law,  by  making  a  han^i 
fide  settlement  and  residing  thereon,  prior  to  entry,  that  default  can  not 
be  cured  by  an  attempt  to  subsequently  comply  with  the  law  by  estab- 
lishing residence,  and  while  the  Department  will  always  consider  the 
subsequent  acts  and  conduct  of  the  entryman,  they  can  only  be  con- 
sidered for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  question  of  his  good  faith, 
as  to  his  acts  and  intention  during  the  period  covered  by  his  entry. 

In  this  case  the  record  fails  to  show  that  his  residence  upon  the  tract, 
established  and  maintained  subsequent  to  entry,  was  the  continuation 
of  a  purpose  honestly  begun  with  his  entry,  but,  on  the  contrary,  shows 
that  he  was  evidently  moved  to  it  by  the  action  of  the  land  office  in 
canceling  his  entry,  by  reason  of  his  failure  to  establish  residence  on 
the  tract  prior  to  entry.  In  his  final  proof  he  states,  without  qualifica- 
tion«  that  his  residence  was  continuous  upon  the  tract  from  December, 
1883,  when  he  claimed  to  have  made  his  settlement,  up  to  March  2, 1885, 
the  date  of  his  entry;  and  yet  the  proof  taken  at  the  hearing  shows 
that  this  residence  consisted  of  periodical  visits  to  the  land  once  a 
month  ;  that  he  was  teaching  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  tract, 
and  during  this  whole  period  was  residing  with  his  father. 

The  pre-emption  entry  of  Lupfer  was  illegal,  and  he  having  thereby 
exhausted  his  right  under  the  pre  emption  law,  a  second  pre-emption 
entry  can  not  be  made  under  the  new  proof,  although  it  may  show  that 
he  has  continuously  resided  on  the  land  in  good  faith  since  September 
23,  1886. 

It  is  also  claimed  by  Lupfer  in  his  appeal  that  the  decision  is  not  sus. 
tained  by  the  law  governing  the  disposition  of  the  lands  embraced  in 
the  Fort  Larned  military  reservation,  of  which  the  tract  in  controversy 
is  a  part. 
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The  act  of  August  4,  1882  (22  Stat.,  217),  restored  the  lands  within 
said  reservation  to  the  public  domain,  and  provided  that  said  lands  shall 
be  surveyed  and  appraised,  and  after  such  appraisal,  which  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  ''  the  land  shall  be  sold  to 
actual  settlers  only,  at  the  appraised  price,  and  as .  nearly  as  may  be 
in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  pre  emption  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

The  requirements  of  the  preemption  laws  as  to  settlement,  cultivation, 
residence  and  improvement  are  applicable  to  lands  restored  to  the  public 
domain  by  the  act  aforesaid,  and  the  entryman  must  show  full  compli- 
ance with  the  pre-emption  law  in  that  respect  to  entitle  him  to  the  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTEST— ADDITIONS   THERETO   BY  ATTORNEY. 

Petticrew  v.  McDonald. 

An  affidavit  of  content  is  not  invalidated  by  the  attorney  of  the  contefitant  adding 
thereto,  at  the  retpiest  of  the  contt^ntant,  letters  and  figures  that  do  not  enlarge 
or  modify  the  charge,  bnt  merely  show  matters  of  official  record  which  it  is  the 
daty  of  the  local  office  to  embody  in  the  notice  issned. 

The  practice  of  attorneys  making  additions  to  affidavits  of  contest  that  have  passed 
from  the  control  and  inspection  of  affiants,  is  discountenanced  by  the  Depart- 
menty  and  should  not  be  allowed. 

JPirst  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  September  16,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Frank  Petticrew  from  your  decision 
of  March  28,  1887,  dismissing  his  contest  against  the  timber  culture 
entry  of  Donald  McDonald,  for  the  SE  J  of  Sec.  3,  T.  102,  E.  07  VV., 
MitcheH,  South  Dakota. 

Said  entry  was  made  March  4,  1882. 

On  April  9,  1886,  the  contestant,  Petticrew,  filed  an  affidavit  (sworn 
to  April  8th)  alleging  that  the  claimant  had  wholly  abandoned  said 
tract,  that  he  had  failed  to  plant  the  second  five  acres  the  fourth  year 
after  entry,  that  he  had  failed  to  replant  the  first  five  acres  after  the 
failure  of  the  first  planting  to  grow,  that  the  claimant  had  used  the 
entire  ten  acres  for  agricultural  purposes  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
growing  trees,  and  that  said  failure  still  existed,  and  that  there  were 
no  trees  growing  at  date  of  said  affidavit.  Notice  issued  and  hearing 
was  set  for  June  7, 18S6,  and  on  the  morning  of  said  day  the  contestant 
appeared  in  person  and  with  A.  B.  Hager,  attorney,  and  the  claimant 
appeared  by  Mr.  Hardesty  of  the  firm  of  Warren  and  Hardesty,  before 
the  register,  and  Hardesty  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  on  the  ground 
that  the  affidavit  of  contest  ^'  was  sworn  to  in  blank  as  to  the  date  and 
number  of  entry  and  full  christian  name  of  the  contestee  and  said 
blanks  were  afterwards  filled  in  by  one  D.  A.  Mizener,  the  attorney 
for  said  contestant,  and  by  him  filed  in  the  said  land  office." 
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In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  stat6  that  no  denial  is  made  of  the 
fact  that  said  Mizener  did  write  the  letters  *'onaW  after  the  letter  D 
in  the  christian  name  of  the  claimant  also  the  letters  and  figures  *'7788'' 
and  "  4th  "  and  »'  March." 

The  contestant  has  filed  an  affidavit  in  which  he  states  that  he  knew 
that  the  christian  name  of  the  claimant  commenced  with  the  letter  D 
but  he  did  not  know  whether  the  name  was  Donald  or  Daniel,  that  he 
knew  the  entry  was  made  in  the  year  1882  the  early  part  of  February 
or  March,  but  did  not  know  the  day,  and  that  he  requested  W.  B.  Hus- 
sey  to  write  to  Mizener  and  request  him  to>  insert  in  the  affidavit  the 
proper  figures  and  words. 

At  the  time  Hardesty^  filed  his  motion  to  dismiss,  Mr.  Hager,  who  ap- 
peared for  the  contestant,  stated  that  notice  of  contest  with  the  return 
of  service  was  in  the  safe  of  Mr.  Mizener,  who  was  out  of  town,  but  who 
would  return  at  noon,  when  the  same  would  be  produced.  Without 
taking  action  on  the  motion  to  dismiss,  the  register  a<ljourned  the  case 
to  one  o'clock  and  at  12  o'clock,  left  the  city  on  a  leave  of  absence. 

At  one  o'clock  the  contestant  with  his  attorney  Mizener  and  the 
claimant  by  Mr.  Hardesty,  appeared  before  the  receiver  and  Mizener 
filed  an  affidavit  made  by  the  contestant  stating  in  substance  that  the 
notice  with  the  return  of  service  had  by  mistake  been  sent  to  W.  B. 
Hussey  at  White  Lake,  instead  of  to  the  land  office,  and  asked  a  con- 
tinuance to  the  next  day  in  order  to  obtain  the  same.  This  application 
was  granted. 

On  the  next  day,  June  8,  the  parties  appeared  before  the  receiver  and 
the  contestant  filed  an  affidavit  stating  in  substance,  that  the  notice 
had  been  served  on  the  claimant  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  by  James  F. 
Shanley,  city  marshal,  more  than  thirty  days  previously,  but  that  Sban- 
loy  did  not  swear  to  his  return  or  service  but  acknowledged  it  as  his 
voluntary  act  and  deed,  also  that  in  his  return  the  marshal  stated 
that  he  served  the  notice  on  D.  McDonald  instead  of  Donald  McDonald 
and  asked  that  thirty  days  be  allowed  in  order  to  obtain  the  correct 
proof  of  service.  Instead  of  granting  this  motion  the  receiver  issued  an 
order  dismissing  the  motion  filed  by  claimant's  counsel  June  7,  to  dis- 
miss the  contest,  and  allowed  forty  days  for  the  contestant  to  amend 
his  affidavit  of  contest  to  cover  the  defects  specified  in  the  motion  to 
dismiss  "  in  accordance  with  Rule  15  of  the  Hules  of  Practice  the  return 
to  present  service  being  held  to  be  insufficient." 

So  far  as  the  recor.i  shows  both  parties  appear  to  have  acquiesced  in 
this  order. 

On  his  return,  the  register  reviewed  the  case,  and  on  July  6,  1886, 
rendered  an  opinion  holding  that  the  affidavit  was  sufficient  and  that 
trial  should  have  taken  place  on  the  same. 

Owing  to  this  difference  of  opinion  between  the  register  and  receiver 
no  further  action  was  taken  in  the  case,  but  by  letter  of  August  3, 1886^ 
the  papers  were  transmitted  to  your  office.  Among  said  papers  is  the 
statement  or  opinion  of  the  receiver,  dated  August  2, 1886,  in  which  he 
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charges  D,  A.  Mizener,  attorney,  for  contestant,  with  dishonorable  and 
anprofedsional  condact,  alleging  that  he  abstracted  a  paper  from  the 
record  and  changed  the  §ame  etc. 

I  am  satisfied  from  the  evidence  before  me  that  this  charge  is  not  true. 
That  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  paper  in  question  was  presented  to  the  re- 
ceiver for  his  inspection  and  was  retained  by  Mizener  to  be  sent  to  the 
officer  serving  the  notice  in  order  that  he  might  make  the  proper  return 
of  service,  and  when  this  was  done  the  document  was  filed  with  the 
other  papers  in  the  case. 

In  the  decision  above  referred  to  the  receiver  states  that  in  his  opinion 
the  action  of  Mr.  Hager  in  stating  that  the  notice  of  contest  was  locked 
up  in  the  safe  of  Mizener  was  an  offense  that  should  not  be  *<  condoned 
or  lightl3'  passed  over." 

From  the  evidence!  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Hager  made  such  state- 
ment upon  mistaken  information  given  by  those  whom  he  had  a  right 
to  rely  upon  for  information,  and  that  he  had  no  intention  of  making  a 
a  misstatement.  In  fact  under  date  of  April  11,  1887,  the  receiver  rec- 
ommended that  Hager  be  exonerated  from  the  charge  made. 

Out  of  this  difference  of  opinion  between  the  register  and  receiver 
and  the  charges  made  against  the  attorneys,  bitter  charges,  and  counter 
charges,  have  arisen,  of  official,  personal  and  professional  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  named,  and  the  attorneys.  In  view  of  the 
fact,  however,  that  neither-  the  then  register  nor  receiver  are  now  in 
office,  £  do  not  deem  it  essential  to  refer  to  this  feature  of  the  case  fur- 
ther than  I  have,  as  above. 

On  March  28, 1887,  your  office,  after  reciting  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
without  further  investigation,  accepted,  as  true,  the  charges  made  by 
the  receiver  against  the  attorneys  Mizener  and  Hager,  and  summarily 
dismissed  the  contest. 

Ill  my  opinion  this  action  can  not  be  sustained  upon  the  ground  of 
either  reason  or  justice.  No  charge  of  bad  faith  or  misconduct,  is  made 
against  the  contestant,  and  even  admitting  that  the  attorneys  were 
guilty  of  misconduct,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  contestant,  acting  in 
good  faith  should  be  deprived  of  his  rights. 

The  question  now  arises,  was  the  affidavit  of  contest  filed  in  the  local 
office,  April  9,  1886;  snfficient  to  justify  the  issue  of  notice,  and  to  con- 
fer upon  the  local  officers  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  questions  at 
issue?  It  must  be  so  held  unless  the  additions  made  by  the  attorney 
vitiated  and  annulled  said  affidavit,  as  the  charges  made  were  definite 
and  specific  and  justified  a  hearing. 

These  additions  were  made  at  the  written  request  of  the  party  who 
sent  the  affidavit  to  Mizener  to  file,  and  as  is  shown  by  the  subsequent 
affidavit  of  the  contestant  above  referred  to,  were  made  at  his  request. 
They  did  not  in  any  manner  enlarge  or  modify  the  charges  made,  and 
only  stated  matters  of  official  record  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  local 
officers  to  embody  in  the  notice  issued. 
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In  my  opinion  the  affidavit  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  issue  of  the 
notice  and  a  hearing.  The  record  shows  that  dae  notice  was  served 
upon  the  claimant  more  than  thirty  days  prior  to  the  date  set  for  trial. 

Said  affidavit  is  herewith  returned  with  instructions  to  transmit  the 
same  to  the  local  office  with  directions  to  proceed  with  the  hearing, 
after  due  notice  to  all  parties. 

This  case  brings  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  a  practice  which 
prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  among  attorneys  in  practice  be- 
fore the  local  officers,  viz :  that  of  inserting  in  affidavits  of  contest,  after 
the  same  have  been  sworn  to,  certain  facts  or  statements,  such  as  the 
number  and  date  of  the  entry  and  sometimes  other  statements.  In  my 
opinion  this  is  bad  practice,  and  should  not  be  allowed. 

If  the  items  inserted  are  immaterial,  and  are  mere  facts  that  the  local 
officers  are  required  to  ascertain  from  their  records  and  embody  in  the 
notice,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  appear  in  the 
affidavit.  If  what  is  inserted  is  material  to  the  charge,  no  one  has  any 
right  or  authority  to  make  such  additions  after  the  affidavit  has  been 
sworn  to  and  has  passed  from  the  control  and  inspection  of  the  party 
making  the  same.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  contestant  to  ascertain  all  the 
material  facts  necessary  to  base  the  complaint  upon,  before  the  same  is 
sworn  to. 


ARID  LANDS— CIRCULAR. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington  J  D.  C,  Septe^nber  6,  1890. 

Begistersand  Receivers,  United  States  Land  Offices. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, by  letter  of  September  4,  1890,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  at- 
tached copy  of  that  portion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  30, 
1890,  which  repeals  so  much  of  the  act  of  October  2, 1888  (25  Stat.,  526), 
as  withdraws  the  lands  in  the  arid  region  of  the  United  States  from 
entry,  occupation,  and  settlement,  with  the  exception  that  reservoir 
sites  heretofore  located  or  selected  shall  remain  segregated  and  re- 
served from  entry  or  settlement  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  and 
reservoir  sites  hereafter  located  or  selected  on  public  lands  shall  in  like 
manner  be  reserved  from  the  date  of  the  location  or  selection.  The  cir- 
culars of  this  office  of  August  5,  1889,  9  L.  D.,  282,  and  August  9,  1890, 
11  L.  D.,  220,  are  hereby  rescinded. 

Entries  validated  by  this  act  will  be  acted  upon  in  regular  order,  and 
all  patents  issued  on  entries  made  subsequent  to  this  act  and  on  entries 
so  validated,  west  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian,  will  contain  a  clause 
reserving  the  right  of  way  for  ditches  and  canals  constructed  by  author- 
ity of  the  United  States. 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  that  portion  of  the  law  which 
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restricts  the  acquirement  of  title  under  the  land  laws  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  the  aggregate. 

You  will  require  from  all  applicants  to  file  or  enter  under  any  of  the 
land  laws  of  the  United  States,  an  affidavit  showing  that  since  August 
30,  1890,  they  had  not  filed  upon  or  entered,  under  said  laws,  a  quan- 
tity of  land  which  would  make,  with  the  tracts  applied  for,  more  than 
thiee  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Or,  provided  the  party  should  claim 
by  virtue  of  the  exception  as  to  settlers  prior  to  the  act  of  August  30, 
1890,  yon  will  require  an  affidavit  establishing  the  fact. 

As  soon  as  practicable  a  blank  form  of  affidavit  will  be  furnished  you. 

Very  respictfully, 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 

Commissioner. 

For  topographic  surveys  in  vftrioua  portions  of  the  United  States,  three  hundred 
and  twenty-tive  thousand  dollars,  one-half  of  which  sum  shall  be  expended  west  of 
the  one  hundredth  meridian;  and  so  much  of  the  act  of  October  second,' eighteen 
huudred  and  eighty-eight,  entitled  **An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  huif- 
dred  and  eighty-nine,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as  provides  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
public  lands  from  entry,  occupation  and  settlement,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  all  entries 
made  or  claims  initiated  in  good  faith  and  valid  but  for  said  act,  shall  be  recognized 
and  may  be  perfected  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  law  had  not  been  enacted,  except 
that  reservoir  sites  heretofore  located  or  selected  shall  remain  segregated  and  re- 
served from  entry  or  settlement  as  provided  by  said  act,  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law,  and  reservoir  sites  hereafter  located  or  selected  on  public  lands  shall  in  like  man- 
ner be  reserved  from  the  date  of  the  location  or  selection  thereof. 

Xo  person  who  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  enter  upon  any  of  the  public 
lands  with  a  view  to  occupation,  entry,  or  settlement  under  any  of  the  land  laws  shall 
be  permitted  to  acquire  title  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  aggre- 
gate, nnder  all  of  said  laws,  but  this  limitation  shall  not  operate  to  curtail  the  right 
of  any  person  who  has  heretofore  made  entry  or  nettlement  on  the  public  lands,  or 
whose  occupation,  entry,  or  settlement,  is  validated  by  this  act :  Provided^  That  in 
all  patents  for  lauds  hereafter  taken  up  under  any  of  the  land  laws  of  the  United 
States  or  on  entries  or  claiYiis  validated  by  this  act,  west  of  theoue  hundredth  merid- 
ian it  Mhall  be  expressed  that  there  is  reserved  from  the  lands  in  said  patent  described, 
a  right  of  way  thereon  for  ditches  or  canals  constructed  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 


CIRCULAR— RENDITION  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

'   Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  I),  C,  September  12, 1890. 
To  Receivers  and  Disbursing  Agents. 

Gentlemen  :  The  circular  of  this  oflQce  dated  June  10, 1890,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  rendition  of  accounts  by  receivers  and  disbursing  agents,  is 

hereby  revoked ;  and  from  and  after  this  date  the  accounts  of  receivers 
and  disbursing  agents  will  be  rendered  quarterly  as  heretofore.     (See 

circular  (^'M'^ dated  December  4,  1889,  9  L.  D.,  655.) 

You  will  render  to  this  office  a  quarterly  account  of  detail  cash  sales 

on  Form  4-106,  and  condensed  quarterly  account  current  on  Form 

4-104,  and  recapitulation  of  cash  receipts,  Form  4-157,  and  quarterly 
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disbnrsing  accounts,  Form  4-103.  You  will  also  render  to  this  office  a 
monthly  account  current,  Form  4-105,  and  monthly  fee  statement. 
Form  4-119,  and  a  monthly  detailed  account  of  fees  received  for  reduc- 
ing testimony  to  writing,  Form  4-146,  as  required  by  sections  11  and 
13  of  circular  "  M,"  of  December  4,  1889.  The  instructions  contained 
in  sections  13,  14,  16,  16,  18,  19,  20,  and  21  of  circular  "M"  dared 
December  4,  1889,  relative  to  the  preparation  and  transmission  to  this 
office  of  the  accounts,  will  be  observed  in  transmitting  the  above  named 
accounts.  All  other  abstracts  and  accounts  formerly  rendered  in  con- 
nection with  your  quarterly  returns,  viz  :  Detailed  quarterly  state- 
ments of  original  and  final  homestead  and  original  and  final  timber 
culture  receipts  will  be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  cir- 
cular. 

Receivers  will  use  great  care  in  the  preparation  of  their  accounts. 
The  monthly  account  current.  Form  4-105,  is  practically  a  balance 
sheet,  and  receivers  should  balance  their  accounts  at  the  close  of  each 
month.  Any  moneys  on  hand  that  have  been  shipped  may  be  charged 
as  in  transitu.  It  is  hoped  that  receivers  and  disbursing  agents  will 
have  their  returns  in  such  a  condition  that  they  may  be  able  to  send 
them  to  this  office,  within  three  days  after  the  close  of  the  month,  that 
the  adjustment  of  their  accounts  may  not  be  delayed. 

Surveyors  Greneral,  acting  as  disbursing  agents,  will  render  their 
**  salaries,"  "contingent expenses,"  and  "deposit  by  individual  "accounts 
to  this  office  quarterly  as  heretofore. 

Forms  4-103,  4-104,  4-106,  and  4-157,  of  receivers  acting  as  disburs- 
ing agents,  will  be  sent  to  this  office  in  a  separate  package  with  a  special 
letter  of  transmission.  Advances  to  disbursing  agents  will  be  made  as 
heretofore. 

Eeceivers  and  disbursing  agents  will  prepare  and  forward  to  this  office 
at  the  close  of  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1890,  new  accounts  as 
required  above,  for  the  entire  quarter. 

Monthly  accounts  (Forms  4-103,  4-104,  4-106,  and  4-157),  heretofore 
forwarded  to  this  office  by  you  for  the  months  of  July  and  August,  will 
be  destroyed  by  this  office  tipon  receipt  of  your  quarterly  returns. 

This  change  is  made  to  conform  to  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1891,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  provides  as  follows: 

That  hereafter  aU  diebiirsing  officers  of  the  Uuited  States  shall  reuder  their  acconnta 
quarterly,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  reuder  his  accounts  as  heretofore* ; 
but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct  any  or  all  snch  accounts  to  be  rendered 
more  frequently  when  in  his  judgment  the  public  interests  may  require. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  circular. 
Respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 
Approved  September  16,  1890.  Commissioner. 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary, 
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FINAL  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS^EQUITABLE  ADJUDICATION. 

Milton  B.  DeShono. 

An  entry  allowed  on  final  proof  iu  which  the  testimoay  of  the  witnesses  is  taken  be- 
fore an  offloer  not  authorized  by  statute  to  take  such  proof,  may  be  referrtid  to 
the  board  of  equitable  adjudication,  if  the  proof  is  otherwise  regular  and  shows 
due  compliance  with  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  1%^  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Milton  B.  DeShoDg  from  yoar  de- 
cision of  September  1,  1888,  suspending  his  final  certificate  and  direct- 
ing that  new  advertisement  and  new  proof  be  made  on  his  homestead 
entry  for  the  N W.  \  Sec.  15  T.  128  IS.^  R.  58  W.,Watertown,  South  Da- 
kota laud  district. 

The  entry  was  made  November  23, 1883,  and  final  proof  submitted 
November  20,  1884. 

His  proof  shows  that  he  made  settlement  and  residence  July  6, 1883^ 
and  maintained  continuous  residence  during  one  year  four  months  and 
fourteen  days,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  credit  for  military  service  for 
three  years  and  nine  months  as  you  state.  His  improvements  are  en- 
tirely satisfactory.  The  final  proof  was  made  before  the  officer  design 
nated  by  the  register,  and  at  the  time  and  place  advertised,  and  the 
same  was  accepted  by  the  local  officers.  Your  office  rejected  it  because 
it  was  not  properly  taken.  It  appears  that  the  testimony  of  the  two 
corroborating  witnesses  was  taken  l^efore  a  notary  public,  the  claimant 
having  appeared  in  person  before  the  register  and  receiver.  It  was  the 
fault  of  the  register  that  the  testimony  of  the  corroborating  witnesses 
was  taken  before  an  officer  not  designated  by  law  as  an  officer  before 
whom  final  proof  could  be  made.  In  the  case  of  Sylvester  Gardner  (8 
L.  D.,  483),  a  similar  mistake  was  made, — that  case  came  before  the 
Department  as  this  case  has,  and  it  was  there  held,  that  as  the  final 
proof  showed  a  compliance  with  the  law,  and  had  been  taken  at  the 
time  and  place  and  before  the  officer  named  in  the  advertisement,  and 
the  local  officers  having  accepted  the  same,  and  there  being  no  indica- 
tions of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  new  proof  should  not  be 
required,  but  the  entry  should  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  equitable 
adjudication  for  consideration. 

The  proof  iu  the  case  at  bar  fulfills  all  the  above  conditions  and  will 
be  referred  in  like  manner. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 
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Farbis  V.  Mitchell. 

Id  the  absence  of  an  appeal  a  decision  of  the  local  office  is  final  as  to  the  facts,  and 
will  not  be  disturbed  by  the  Commissioner  except  under  the  provisions  of  rule  48 
•  of  practice. 

The  occupancy  and  possession  of  land  by  one  who  asserts  no  record  claim  thereto 
within  the  period  provided  by  law  does  not  exclude  such  land  iix>m  entry  under 
the  timber  culture  law. 

The  case  of  Bender  i),  Voss  cited  and  distinf^nished. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  16,  1890. 

I  have  cousidered  the  case  of  John  M.  Farris  v.  John  D.  Mitchell,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office 
holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture  entry,  No.  142,  of  the  S.  i  of 
the  NE.  J,  the  N  W.  J  of  the  NE.  J,  and  the  SB.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec. 
20,  T.  20  S.,  K.  36  B.,  Lakeview,  Oregon,  made  May  23, 1884. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Farris  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry  on  July  16, 1886,  alleging  that  said  tract  was  not  devoid  of 
timber  at  the  date  of  said  entry,  and  contained  at  the  date  of  said  affi- 
davit more  than  ten  acres  of  timber ;  that  said  Mitchell  had  not  broken 
five  acres  on  said  land,  as  required  by  law,  and  that  he  did  not  make 
said  entry  in  good  faith. 

A  hearing  was  duly  had  before  the  local  office,  ou  October  11,  1886, 
both  parties  appearing  in  person  and  were  represented  by  counseL 

From  the  testimony  submitted  the  local  officers  found,  that  said  tract 
was  devoid  of  timber ;  that  the  claimant  had  cultivated  the  land  as  re- 
quired by  law,  and  that  said  entry  should  not  be  canceled. 

On  appeal,  your  office  found  from  the  testimony  that  one  Courtwright 
had  settled  upon  said  tract  prior  to  the  date  of  said  entry,  and  erected 
a  house  thereon,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  in  which  he  was  living  at  the 
date  of  said  entry ;  that  after  Mitchell  made  said  entry,  said  Farris  on 
December  7, 1885,  purchased  Oourtwright's  improvements,  and  oflfered 
to  maice  homestead  entry  of  said  tract,  which  being  rejected  by  the 
local  office,  the  contestant,  on  July  16,  1886,  instituted  said  contest,  as 
aforesaid.  Your  office  also  found  that  said  land  was  devoid  of  timber, 
under  the  rulings  of  the  Department  then  in  force,  that  the  claimant 
had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law  as  to 
breaking  and  cultivation,  but  that  it  appearing  from  the  admission  of 
Mitchell  that  said  tract  was  in  the  occupancy  and  possession  of  Court- 
wright at  the  date  of  said  entry,  the  land  was  not  subject  to  timber  cult- 
ure entry,  upon  the  authority  of  Bender  v,  Voss,  2  L.  D.,  269 ;  that  Far- 
ris having  failed  to  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  office  rejecting 
his  homestead  application,  he  had  waived  his  rights  thereunder  and 
must  stand  upon  his  rights  as  a  contestant. 
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The  appellant  insists  that  your  office  erred,  (1)  in  finding  that  the 
contestant  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office  on  l^ovember 
19, 1886,  or  at'any  other  time;  (2)  in  reversing  the  decision  of  the  local 
office,  in  the  absence  of  bad  faith  apparent  in  the  record ;  (3)  in  decid- 
ing the  case  upon  points  not  raised  in  the  record  ;  (4)  in  not  construing 
said  admission  of  Mitchell  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  preponderance  of 
the  testimony;  and  (5)  in  not  confirming  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers. 

The  record  shows  that  your  office  and  the  local  office  were  correct  in 
finding  that  said  tract  was  devoid  of  timber,  and  that  said  Mitchell 
had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law,  as  to 
breaking  and  cultivation.  It,  however,  fails  to  show  any  proof  of  serv- 
ice of  the  so-called  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office,  filed 
November  19, 1886,  as  required  by  Rule  of  Practice  No.  46  (4  L.  D.,  42). 
But,  in  the  absence  of  an  appeal,  the  decision  of  the  local  office  becomes 
final  only  as  to  the  facts,  and  will  be  disturbed  by  your  office  only  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Rule  of  Practice  No.  48  (idem.,  42 
and  43).  It  would,  therefore,  be  the  duty  of  your  office  to  hold  said 
entry  for  cancellation,  if  the  record  showed  that  the  same  w,a8  illegal. 

But  it  fails  to  sbow  that  said  entry  was  illegal. 

The  occupancy  of  the  tract  by  Courtwright,  who  had  failed  to  file  for 
or  enter  said  land  in  due  time  after  settlement,  rendered  the  land  sub- 
ject to  the  entry  of  any  other  qualified  claimant. 

I  am  aware  that  the  Department  used  the  expression,  in  Bender  v. 
Voss  {8upra)y  that  '*  timber  culture  entries  should  be  made  upon  vacant, 
unimproved  land,  not  upon  cultivated  laud  covered  by  the  valuable 
improvements  of  another  and  in  the  possession  of  another,"  citing  as 
authority  for  said  statement  Shadduck  v.  Horner  (6  0.  L.  O.,  113).  In 
the  latter  case  the  decision  was  based  upon  the  authority  of  the  supreme 
court  in  Atherton  v.  Fowler  (6  Otto,  513),  and  the  Department  fonnd 
that  Shadduck  did  not  make  his  timber  culture  entry  in  good  faith,  and 
Homer  had  valuable  improvements  on  the  tract,  which  he  claimed  as 
his  home.  In  both  of  said  cases  the  timber  culture  entries  were  con- 
tested by  claimants,  who  were  in  possession  of  the  tracts,  with  valuable 
improvements  thereon,  and  occupied  the  same  as  their  homes,  while  in 
the  case  at  bar  the  contestant  is  claiming  rights  by  reason  of  the  pur- 
chase of  improvements  of  a  prior  occupant,  after  said  entry,  and  who 
had  failed  to  assert  a  claim  of  record  in  due  time  prior  to  said  entry. 

The  occupancy  of  land  by  a  pre-emptor,  either  with  or  without  a  fil- 
iug,  does  not  segregate  the  land.  The  entryman's  right  is  subject  to 
the  claim  of  the  prior  pre-emptor.  If  he  fails  to  file  or  prove  up,  for 
the  land  in  due  time,  the  subsequent  entryman  has  the  better  right 
thereto.  This  has  been  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department  for  a 
long  time,  and  applies  to  timber  culture  entries  as  well  as  homestead. 
In  Lunney  v,  Darnell  (2  L.  D.,  693),  the  Department  expressly  ruled 
that  a  pre-emptor  who  fails  to  make  final  proof  within  due  time  loses 
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his  right  to  do  so,  after  a  valid  adverse  timber  culture  claim  has  at- 
tached. See  also  Huut  v.  Laviu  (3  L.  D.,  499) ;  Turi  O.  Simle  (5  L.  D., 
173). 

In  Moss  V.  Quincej  (7  L.  D.,  373),  it  was  held  that,  although  land  had 
been  broken,  yet,  if  it  were  devoid  of  timber,  it  could  be  entered  under 
the  timber  culture  act. 

So  in  Mayfield  v.  Lee  (8  L.  D.,  461),  Secretary  Noble  decided  that  a 
timber  culture  entry,  held  for  cancellation  on  account  of  conflict  with 
the  prior  settlement  right  of  another,  might  be  allowed  to  remain  intact 
on  the  subsequent  abandonment  of  the  settlement  claim. 

In  Waller  v.  Di>vis  (9  L.  D.,  262),  it  is  decided  that  a  settlement  and 
filing  are  no  bar  to  a  timber  culture  entry  of  the  land,  but  ojyerated 
only  as  a  notice  of  the  pre-emptor's  claim  and  preference  right  of  par- 
chase,  citing  and  distinguishing  said  cases  of  Shadduck  v.  Horner  and 
Bender  v.  Yoss,  and  held  that  properly  considered  they  were  not  in 
conflict  with  the  correct  rule  as  laid  down  by  your  office  in  the  case  of 
John  A.  Adamson  (3  L.  D.,  152),  namely,  that — 

If  there  is  a  prior  claim  of  record  to  the  land  applied  for  of  a  nature  not  to  be  a  bar 
to  an  entry,  and  a  timber  caltnre  entry  is  made  of  that  land,  the  entryman  takes  his 

risk  of  final  adjndicatioD If  he  makes  entry  of  a  tract  of  land  upon 

which  some  other  person  is  living  and  has  iitiprovemeuts,  although  not  having  a  claim 
of  record,  the  fact  of  such  occupation  and  improvement  is  notice,  and  the  entry  is 
made  at  the  same  risk  as  in  case  of  a  claim  of  record. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  clear  that  the  land  in  question  was  subject 
to  entry  at  the  date  thereof,  that  the  entryman  haa^  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law  (20  Stat.,  1 13),  and,  since  said 
alleged  preemptor failed  to  file  for  or  make  proof  in  support  of  any 
claim  which  he  could  have  asserted  to  said  tract,  and  has  sold  out  to 
the  contestant  and  abandoned  the  land,  it  is  apparent  that  said  entry  ia 
erroneously  held  for  cancellation. 

The  decision  of  your  office  must  be  and  it  is  hereby  i*e versed. 


OSAGE  L<AXI>— RESIDENCE. 

Deemeb  v.  Tilton. 

The  requirement  of  showing  a  contiunons  residence  of  six  months  prior  to  final  proo^ 
is  not  applied  with  the  same  rigor  to  a  settler  on  Osage  land  as  to  a  pre-emptor 
of  other  land,  but  the  settlement,  residence,  and  other  acts  of  said  settler  mast 
be  such  as  to  clearly  show  an  intention  of  making  the  land  his  home. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  September  17,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  Deemer  «.  Carrie  H.  Tilton  on 
appeal  of  the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  March  2, 1889. 

The  record  shows  that  on  February  16,  1885,  Carrie  H.  Tilton  made 
Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  1039  for  the  SE.  |  of  Sec.  4,  T.  27  S.,. 
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R.  23  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  claiming  settlement  December  5,  1884. 

Jaly  11, 1885,  John  Deemer  filed  on  the  same  tract  alleging  settlement 
June  20  of  the  same  year. 

October  19, 1885,  Tilton  offered  her  final  proof  before  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  at  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  when  Deemer  appeared  and  pro- 
tested against  the  allowance  of  the  same,  claiming  that  she  had  not 
complied  with  the  law  as  to  residence  and  improvements  and  at  the  same 
time  asserting  his  own  right  to  the  land. 

After  the  defendant  had  submitted  her  proof,  plaintiff  Deemer  was 
allowed  to  cross-examine  her  and  the  subscribing  witnesses,  and  to  offer 
testimony  impeaching  her  residence  and  good  faith.  Evidence  in  re- 
bottal  of  that  so  offered  bv  Deemer  was  introduced  bv  the  defendant. 

April  13,  1887,  Deemer  submitted  his  final  proof  for  the  same  tract  be- 
fore the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Garden  City,  Kansas. 

March  31,  1887,  the  register  and  receiver  recommended  the  allowance 
of  Tilton's  proof,  finding  that  '^  she  was  an  actual  settler  on  the  tract  in 
dispute  at  the  time  of  making  final  proof."  Deemer  appealed,  and  on 
examination  of  the  record  your  office  reversed  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers  and  held  the  filing  of  Tilton  for  cancellation,  and  she  now  ap- 
peals to  this  Department. 

The  evidence  submitted  with  the  appeal  warrants  the  decision  of  your 
office.  The  bouse  in  which  Tilton  claimed  to  have  resided  until  three 
days  before  offering  final  proof,  was  a  sod  house  and  never  habitable, 
the  evidence  on  the  part  of  plaintiff  showing  that  all  through  the  sum- 
mer the  floor  was  covered  with  water  a  '^  foot  deep"  and  the  defendant 
herself  admits  that  the  water  came  in  '^  naturally  "  when  the  rain  was 
from  the  north,  and  while  she  testifies  to  staying  in  it  a  few  days  and 
nights  during  each  month  of  the  summer  prior  to  her  making  proof  in 
October,  1885,  it  clearly  appears  that  her  actu/il  residence  during  all 
that  time  was  with  her  sons  on  an  adjoining  claim,  and  that  she  resorted 
to  her  sod  house  only  as  a  pretense  of  residence.  October  16,  1885,  she 
moved  a  frame  house  from  her  sons'  claim  to  the  tract  in  question,  which 
is  the  house  described  in  her  final  proo^.  Her  cultivation  of  the  land 
was  on  a  par  with  her  residence.  She  planted  about  four  acres  of  sor- 
ghum in  a  pasture  to  which  her  own  and  other  cattle  had  free  access, 
and  in  consequence  the  crop  was  entirely  destroyed. 

Counsel  for  defendant  insist  that  she  is  entitled  to  the  land  because 
under  the  act  of  May  28, 1880  (21  Stats.,  143),  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Osage  lands  as  construed  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v. 
Woodbury  et  aX  (5  L.  D.,  303)  "  the  only  prerequisite  to  an  entry  of 
those  lands  is  that  the  purchaser  shall  be  an  actual  settler  on  the  lands 
at  the  date  of  entry,  with  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-eniptor,"  that  under 
the  statute  as  construed,  by  said  case,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  pre- 
emptor  should  intend  to  use  the  land  for  purposes  of  a  home  or  resi- 
dence, bat  that  the  settler  need  only  show  at  the  time  of  submitting 
final  proof  that  he  has  made  permanent  improvements  on  the  land 
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^'  coapled  with  an  intention  of  said  party  to  parchase  the  land  from  the 
government,  fhat  sach  settlement  and  parchase  may  be  made  for  the 
pnrpose  of  a  home  or  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  to  another  or  for  the 
pnrpose  of  nsing  it  for  cultivation  or  some  (meaning  any)  other  purpose." 

This  is  not  the  construction  placed  upon  the  act  by  this  Department. 
Since  the  rendition  of  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Woodbury 
(^ifpra)  this  Department  has  in  several  cases  defined  ^'actual  settler" 
as  used  in  said  act  t^o  be  '*  one  who  goes  upon  the  land  specified  by  said 
act  (Usage  lauds)  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  home  under  the 
settlement  lawsJ^  (United  States  v.  Atterbery  et  al.  8  L.  D.,  173;  same 
case  on  review  10  L.  D.,  36;  United  States  v.  Jones,  10  L.  D.,  23; 
United  States  v,  Sweeney,  11  L.  D.,  216). 

While  the  settler  on  Osage  lands  is  not  held  to  the  same  rigor  as  a 
pre-emptor  of  other  land,  in  showing  continual  residence  for  six 
months  prior  to  proof,  yet  his  settlement,  resideuce  and  other  acts  must 
be  such  as  to  clearly  show  his  intention  of  making  the  land  his  home, 
and  a  pretended  or  colorable  resideuce,  as  in  this  case,  evidently  made 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  title  to  the  land,  will  not  satisfy  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  as  construed  in  the  cases  above  cited. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  Deemer  shows  that  he  settled  upon  the 
tract  June  20,  1885,  erected  a  comfortable  frame  house  and  had  been 
living  there  and  cultivating  the  land  continuously  from  the  date  of  his 
settlement  to  the  time  of  olferiug  his  final  proof,  and  1  have  no  doubt 
from  the  evidence  that  his  settlement,  residence  and  cultivation  were 
made  in  good  faith  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  home  on  the 
claim. 

The  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  1039  of  Carrie  H.  Tilton  is 
therefore  canceled,  and  Deemer  will  be  allowed  to  make  payment  for 
the  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RAILROAB  GRANT-INDIAN  HOM£ST£AI>— ACT  OF  JULY  4,  1884. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.  v.  TeQuda. 

The  oooapanoy  of  public  land  by  an  Indian  who  has  not  abandoned  the  tribal  rela- 
tion confers  no  homestead  right  under  the  act  of  Jnly  4, 1884,  as  against  a  rail- 
road grant  that  becomes  effective  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

September  17,1890. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  appeals  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  November  18,  1886,  directing  the  allowance  of  the  application 
of  Peter  TeQuda  (an  Indian)  to  make  homestead  entry  for  lot  10,  Sec. 
1,  T.  20  K,  R.  5  E.,  Olympia  land  district,  in  the  State  (then  Territory) 
of  Washington. 
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The  tract  id  qaestion  contains  38.10  acres,  and  is  within  the  primary 
limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  ander  the  act  of  Jnly  2,  1864  (13 
Stats.,  305),  and  the  joint  resolution  of  May  31,  1870  (16  Stats.,  370),  as 
shown  by  the  map  of  general  route  of  the  branch  line  of  its  road,  filed 
Augnst  20, 1873,  and  by  the  map  of  definite  location  of  said  branch 
line,  filed  March  26,  1884.  The  record  does  not  show  any  entry  or  filing 
therefor. 

On  March  31, 1886,  TeQuda  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the 
tract  nnder  the  act  of  July  4, 1884  (23  Stats.,  96),  and  submitted  in  sup- 
port of  his  application  a  certificate  by  the  United  States  agent  for  the 
Muckleshoot  tribe  of  Indians  to  which  applicant  belonged  (as  required 
by  departmental  circular  of  August  23«  1884,  3  L.  D.,  91),  showing  that 
he  IS  an  Indian  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  the  head  of  a  family, 
and  not  the  subject  of  any  foreign  country;  also  his  own  affidavit,  stat- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  he  has  'improved  and  cultivated  six 
aitreM  of  said  tract  for  twenty-one  years  last  past." 

The  local  officers  notified  the  company'  of  the  pendency  of  such  appli- 
cation, and  allowed  it  a  specified  time  within  which  to  appear  and  file 
objections  thereto. 

On  May  11, 1886,  the  company  appeared  by  its  attorneys  and  filed 
ol>jections  to  the  allowance  of  the  entry,  whereupon  the  local  officers 
trauHmitted  all  the  papers  in  the  case  to  your  office  for  consideration. 

Upon  examination  of  the  papers,  your  office  held  that  ''  the  affidavit 
of  TeQuda,  prima  facie,  shows  the  land  applied  for  to  be  Excepted  from 
the  grant  to  said  company,"  and  directed  that  he  be  allowed  to  make 
entry  tht*refor.  It  was  further  stated  that  "the  company  will  be 
required  to  take  notice  of  his  published  intention  to  make  final  proof, 
and  if  it  has,  or  claims  to  have  any  right  thereto,  to  appear  and  assert 
the  same." 

It  is  provided  by  said  act  of  July  4,  1884 : 

That  sncb  Indians  as  may  now  be  located  on  pablio  lands,  ir  ul  may,  onder  the 
diiectiou  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  otherwise,  hereaftor  tso  locate,  may  avail 
themHeiVPs  of  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  4aws  as  fally  and  to  the  same  extent 
an  may  now  be  done  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  it  is  questionable  whether  the  applicant  has  shown  himself 
entitled  to  make  entry  under  the  provisions  of  said  act.  He  does  not 
in  express  terms  cl.iim  to  be  '^  locited"  on  the  land,  but  simply  alleges 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  a  small  portion  thereof,  which  does  not 
necessarily  imply  that  he  is  <'  located"  thereon.  Aside  from  this  ques- 
tion, however,  1  am  unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusion  of  your  office  that 
the  record  prima  facie  shows  the  land  to  have  been  excepted  from  the 
company's  grant.  The  maps  of  general  route  and  definite  location, 
respectively,  of  the  company's  road,  were  filed,  the  former  over  ten 
year's  and  the  latter  over  three  months  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act 
of  July  4,  1884.  The  company's  rights  finally  attached  on  definite  loca- 
tion, and  at  that  date  no  provision  had  been  made  by  which  an  Indian, 
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Still  retainiDg  bis  tribal  relations,  could  acquire  auy  rights  to  the  pub- 
lic lauds,  either  by  settliug  thereon,  or  by  occupying  the  same  for  pur 
poses  of  cultivation.    It  is  true  that  by  departmental  regulation  of  Feb- 
ruary 11, 1870  (1 0.  L.  L.,  283),  and  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1875  (18  Stats., 
420),  certain  homestead  privileges  were  extended  to  Indians.    These 
privileges  were  allowed,  however,  only  to  such  Indians  as  had  wholly' 
dissolved,  or  abandoned,  their  tribal  relations,  of  which  fact  satisfac- 
tory proof  was  required.    The  Indian,  TeQuda,  had  not  abandoned 
his  tribal  relations,  but  still  retained  the  same  at  the  date  when  the 
company's  right  attached,  and  at  the  date  of  his  application.    He  can- 
not, therefore,  be  held  to  have  acquired  any  right  to  the  laud  in  ques- 
tion as  against  the  company,  by  his  improvement  and  cultivation  of  a 
portion  thereof,  as  claimed.    Whether  such  long  continued  improve- 
ment and  cultivation,  if  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  would  serve 
to  except  the  land  from  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  need  not 
be  here  decided.    It  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  this  opinion  to  state 
that  the  facts  alleged  by  TeQuda  do  not,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid,  con- 
stitute such  a  claim  to  the  laud  as  served  to  except  it  from  the  grant, 
and  it  must  be  held,  therefore,  to  have  passed  to  the  company  there- 
under. 

Your  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed,  and  the  application  of 
TeQuda  will  be  rejected. 


PRACTICB— DEATH  OP  PARTY— NOTICE. 

Allphin  v.  Wade. 

Where  a  claimant  dies  daring  the  pendency  of  adverse  proceedings  in  the  local  office, 
such  proceedings  shonid  be  discontinued,  and  the  beirs  at  law  and  successors  in 
interest  of  the  decedent  duly  notified  of  their  right  to  appear  and  be  heard  in  the 
premises. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  17,  1890. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Hattie  Allphin  v.  John  H.  Wade  is  before 
me  on  appeal  of  the  latter,  and  shows  that  on  July  30, 1884,  said  Wade 
filed  an  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  4686  for  the  S W.  J  Sec.  28,  T. 
28  S.,  B.  18  W.,  Larned,  Kansas,  alleging  settlement  May  27th  of  the 
same  year. 

.  September  2, 1884,  said  Allphin  also  filed  declaratory  statement  No« 
5154  for  the  same  laud,  alleging  settlement  July  22d  of  the  same  year. 

Final  proof  was  offered  by  Wade  December  15, 1884,  and  by  Allphia 
March  5, 1885.  Each  claimant  protested  against  the  proof  of  the  other, 
and  after  several  continuances  and  other  dilatory  motions,  the  first  tes- 
timony was  taken  July  18,  1885,  when  the  hearing  was  continued  by 
consent  until  September  14,  same  year,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  depo- 
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Bilious  aud  submitting  other  oral  testimony.  On  said  date  the  case  was 
closed  withoat  additional  testimony^  for  the  reason  that  the  defendant 
Wade  failed  to  appear  with  his  witnesses.  November  24th  1885,  the 
defendant  moved  to  re-open  the  case  which  motion,  as  shown  from  the 
report  of  the  register  and  receiver,  was  at  iirst  allowed  and  subse- 
qnently  overruled,  and  on  August  15,  1886,  the  local  officers  decided  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  Allphin,  holding  that  her  settlement  was  prior  to 
that  of  Wade.  September  10, 1886,  he  filed  an  application  for  a  rehear- 
ing, which  was  granted,  and  after,  several  motions  and  continuances  the 
rehearing  was  had  March  10,  and  11, 1887. 

The  evidence  discloses  that  prior  to  the  testimony  taken  March  10. 
and  11, 1887,  on  the  re-opening  of  the  case,  to  wit,  September  17,  1886, 
Hattie  Allphin  died.  Further  proceedings  should  have  been  discon- 
tinued on  her  death  and  her  heirs  at  law  and  successors  in  interest  no- 
tified to  appear  and  conduct  her  contest  to  a  conclusion,  if  they  so  de- 
sired. 

'This  was  not  done  aud  so  all  proceedings  subsequent  to  her  death  are 
irregular  and  erroneous.  Arnoldt?.  Hildreth(6L.D.,  779);  Bohrbongh 
V.  Diggins  (9  L.  D.,  308). 

All  procedings  that  occurred  subsequent  to  September  17,  1886,  are 
hereby  set  aside  and  the  case  remanded  with  directions  to  the  register 
and  receiver  to  proceed  as  above  directed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 


PR£.£MPnON— ACT  OF  FEBBUABT  29,  1880— KESrDENCE—PROTEST. 

Dayton  v.  Dayton. 

The  pre-emption  law,  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Febroary  22,  1890,  is  not  repealed  by  section  17  of  said  act. 

An  absence  from  the  land,  occurring  after  settlement,  does  not  effect  the  right  of 
the  pre-emptor,  where  he  returns  to  the  land  prior  to  the  intervention  of  any  ad- 
yerse  claim,  aud  resides  thereon  in  due  compliance  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

The  refusal  of  the  Commissioner  to  order  a  hearing  on  a  protest  filed  against  final 
proof  will  not  be  disturbed,  where  such  action  does  not  amount  to  the  denial  of 
a  right. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

September  18, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Lyman  0.  Dayton  v.  James  R.  Dayton 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  March  21,  1890,  dismiss- 
ing his  protest  against  James  B.  Daytoo's  final  pre-emption  proof  for 
the  NB.  \  of  Sec.  23  T.  12  {  N.,  K.  64  W.,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota  land 
district. 

This  tract  of  land  has  been  in  dispute  between  these  parties  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  validity  of  James  K.  Dayton's  timber  culture 
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entry  having  been  finally  affirmed  by  departmental  decision  of  Aagnst 
1, 1889  (9  L.  D.,  193).  The  former  decisions  in  this  matter  are  to  be 
found  in  4  L.  D.,  263  and  7  L.  D.,  542. 

It  appears  now  that  after  the  decision  of  Aagnst  1,  1889,  James  B. 
Dayton  on  October  5, 1880,  relinquished  his  rights  under  said  timber 
culture  entry  and  at  the  same  time  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  same  land  alleging  settlement  thereon  June  20,  1888.  He 
afterwards  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  November  19, 1889  submit 
final  proof  in  support  of  his  said  preemption  filing.  On  the  day  adver- 
tised the  pre-emptor  appeared  with  his  witnesses  and  presented  final 
proof.  On  the  same  day  Lyman  O.  Dayton  filed  a  protest  against  the 
acceptance  of  said  final  proof  upon  the  following  grounds : 

First :  Because  the  act  admitting  South  Dakota  to  the  Union,  contains  clanses 
which  repeal  the  pre-emption  law  of  the  United  States  as  far  as  the  same  affects  the 
government  land  in  the  said  State  and  no  land  can  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  pre-emption  law  since  the  passage  of  the  said  act  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  when  the  pre-emption  proof  of  the  claimant  has  not  been  made. 

Second :  Because  the  said  pre-emption  is  speculative  on  the  part  of  said  .1 .  H. 
Dayton.  The  whole  of  said  tract  baa  been  surveyed  into  blocks,  streets  and  alleys 
and  platted  by  the  said  James  R.  Dayton  for  the  purposes  of  sale,  and  not  for  a  farm 
and  home;  that  trees  have  been  planted  at  the  corners  of  each  block  and  upon  the 
line  of  the  streets  to  indicate  the  same  upon  the  whole  tract  and  it  is  claimed  that 
the  bldcks  are  subdivided  into  lots. 

Third :  Because  after  the  filing  of  the  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of  the 
said  J.  R.  Dayton  he  rented  his  house  to  Judge  Crofoot  until  about  May  1, 1889,  and 
went  to  Washington  D.  C.  while  his  wife  boarded  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  S.  D., 
away  from  the  said  tract. 

Fourth:  Because  the  said  tract  was  entered  under  the  timber  culture  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  city  limits  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  South  Dakota  included  the 
east  eighty  acres  of  the  same;  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  withdraw  the  said 
limits  by  a  legislative  enactment  uf  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and 
by  a  resolution  of  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  so  that  the  said  JR. 
Dayton  could  make  entry  of  the  tract  under  the  pre-emption  law  ;  that  the  said  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Dakota  and  the  resolution  of  the  said  city 
council  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen  were  each  invalid  and  void,  so  that  eighty  acres  of 
said  tract  are  within  the  city  limits  of  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota,  and  oan 
not  be  entered  under  the  pre-emption  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Fifth :  Because  of  the  surrender  of  James  R.  Dayton  of  his  rights  under  the  timber 
culture  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  his  relinquishment  of  the  said  tract  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Statt-s,  the  rights  of  the  said  Lyman  C.  Dayton  attached  to 
the  said  tract  prior  to  the  pre-emption  rights,  of  the  said  James  R.  Dayton  which 
were  subject  thereto. 

Sixth:  That  the  said  Lyman  0.  Dayton  has  a  homestead  right  which  he  can  use 
upon  the  said  tract  and  enter  the  same  as  a  homestead  under  the  homestead  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Seyenth :  That  the  said  Lyman  C.  Dayton  asks  leave  to  file  a  homestead  applica. 
tion  for  the  said  tract,  in  the  event  that  the  cancellation  of  his  entry  as  a  homestead 
of  the  SE.  i  of  section  14,  Township  123  North  of  Range  64  West  in  Brown  County, 
Aberdeen  U.  S.  land  district  S.  D-,  is  not  set  aside. 

The  local  officers  after  considering  this  protest  held  that  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  showing  to  justify  them  in  ordering  a  hearing  and  that 
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James  E.  Dayton's  final  proof  ought  to  be  accepted.  Upon  appeal  that 
decision  was  affirmed  by  yon.  In  support  of  his  appeal  from  your  de- 
cision Lyman  G.  Dayton  reiterates  in  substance  the  statements  made 
in  the  protest  hereinbefore  quoted,  urges  that  it  was  error  in  your 
offi  ce  not  to  consider  the  matters  presented  by  the  second,  fourth  and 
fifth  paragraphs  of  said  protest,  and  asks  9*  ruling  on  the  question  of 
law  stated  in  the  first  allegation. 

The  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  act  of  February  22, 1889  (25  Stat., 
681),  upon  the  pre-emption  law  was  heretofore  presented  to  this  De- 
partment and  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  for  his  opin- 
ion. The  opinion  rendered  by  him  (Asst.  Atty.  Gen's.  Op.,  book  D,  p. 
125,)  holding  that  said  act  did  not  repeal  the  pre-emption  law  as  to  those 
States  whose  admission  into  the  Union  was  in  said  act  provided  for, 
the  language  of  section  17  of  the  act  of  1889  being  held  to  refer  to  and 
effect  only  that  part  of  the  act  of  1841  making  a  grant  to  the  States  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvements,  was  adopted  by  this  Department 
and  transmitted  to  your  ofiOice  for  its  guidance.  A  further  examination 
of  the  subject  still  further  convinces  me  of  the  correctness  of  the  views 
then  adopted  and  expressed. 

The  allegation  that  this  land  had  been  laid  out  in  town  lots  was  made 
when  the  timber  culture  entry  of  James  B.  Dayton  was  under  con- 
sideration and  in  the  departmental  decision  of  November  28, 1885  (4L. 
D.,  263),  it  was  directed  that  this  matter  among  others  should  be  in- 
quired into  at  the  hearing  therein  ordered.  As  a  result  of  that  investi- 
gation it  was  decided  that  the  allegation  had  not  been  sustained  (7  L. 
D.,  542). 

The  allegations  now  made  and  the  history  of  the  matter  as  set  forth 
in  the  reply  filed  to  James  B.  Dayton's  answer  to  the  appeal  herein  show 
that  reference  is  had  in  this  protest  to  the  same  transaction  and  alleged 
survey  as  was  investigated  by  express  instruction  from  this  Department 
when  James  B.  Dayton's  timber  culture  entry  was  under  consideration, 
]^osuch  new  facts  connected  with  the  alleged  survey  as  would  demand 
a  further  investigation  have  been  set  forth  or  alleged  to  exist.  Again 
this  transaction  occurred  some  time  prior  to  the  filing  by  James  B.  Day- 
ton of  his  preemption  declaratory  statement  or  the  date  of  his  settle- 
ment as  alleged  therein  and  no  allegation  is  made  that  he  has  taken  any 
steps  or  action  since  that  settlement,  evincing  an  intention  to  make  use 
of  such  survey  or  platting,  if  they  had  been  made  as  alleged.  This 
charge  does  not  in  view  of  the  history  of  the  controversy  between  these 
parties  present  such  facts  as  demand  investigation. 

The  third  allegation  in  this  protest  does  not  present  any  fact  necessar- 
ily derogatory  to  the  pre-emptor's  good  faith  and  in  fact  simply  sets  up  a 
fact  as  to  his  absence  from  the  land  that  is  stated  in  the  final  proof.  The 
pre-emptor  had  not  filed  his  declaratory  statement  at  the  time  this  absence 
occurred  and  did  not  file  it  until  October  5,  after  his  return  to  the  laud 
on  May  1, 1889.    While  in  his  declaratory  statement  he  alleges  settle- 
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ment  June  20, 1888,  yet  in  his  final  proof  he  admits  he  was  absent  from 
the  land  from  September  15, 1888,  until  May  1, 1889,  his  house  during 
that  time  being  occupied  by  a  tenant.  The  final  proof  however  shows 
the  continuous  actual  presence  of  the  pre-emptor  upon  the  land  for  a 
period  of  more  than  six  months  next  preceding  the  date  of  said  proof, 
and  this  statement  is  not  denied  or  tranversed  by  the  protectant 

I  must  concur  with  you  that  his  return  to  the  Ian  d  prior  to  the  inter- 
vention of  any  adverse  claim  and  subsequent  actual,  continuous  resi- 
dence.thereon  for  a  period  exceeding  that  required  in  such  cases  by  the 
rules  and  regulations,  cured  the  default,  if  any  existed. 

It  is  difScult  to  determine  just  what  is  meant  by  the  fourth  ground  of 
protest.  The  fact  that  a  tract  of  land  was  once  embraced  in  a  timber 
culture  entry,  would  not  prevent  its  appropriation  under  the  pre-emption 
law  after  such  entry  had  been  canceled.  Ko  application  for  this  tract 
under  the  townsite  law  has  been  presented,  nor  is  it  alleged  to  have 
been  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  business.  Even  if  a  part 
of  this  land  were  atone  time  included  within  the  city  limits  of  Aber- 
deen, it  is  clear,  as  appears  from  this  protest  itself,  that  it  has  been 
since  excluded  from  those  limits,  and  that  no  claim  thereto  is  now  being 
asserted  by  said  city.  This  allegation  presents  no  sufficient  ground  for 
a  hearing.*  .    -> 

It  is  claimed  in  the  fifth  allegation  that  upon  the  cancellation  of 
James  E.  Dayton's  timber  culture  entry  the  rights  of  Lyman  O.  Day- 
ton attached,  but  it  is  not  stated  what  those  rights  were.  He  had  no 
application  pending.  Even  if  it  were  true  that  he  has  not  exhausted 
his  homestead  right  that  would  not  affect  this  land  unless  he  had  in  doe 
time  applied  to  make  entry  therefor. 

In  his  seventh  allegation,  however,  he  shows  that  he  then  had  a 
homestead  entry  on  other  land,  and  the  records  of  this  Department 
disclose  the  fact  that  the  validity  of  such  entry  was  not  at  the  date  ot 
the  cancellation  of  James  B.  Dayton's  timber  culture  entry,  and  is  not 
yet  finally  determined,  the  case  being  now  pending  in  this  Department. 
Said  Lyman  0.  Dayton  was  not  at  the  time  this  land  was  relieved  of 
James  E.  Dayton's  timber  culture  entr}^  and  has  not  been  at  any  time 
since  then,  in  a  position  to  assert  a  claim  thereto  under  the  homestead 
law. 

Upon  account  of  the  importance  of  this  case  and  the  long  continued  and 
bitter  controversy  between  these  parties,  the  matters  here  presented 
have  received  an  especially  close  and  careful  examination.  As  a  result 
of  such  examination  I  have  become  satisfied  that  there  is  nooccasion  for 
interfering  with  the  decision  appealed  from  refusing  to  order  a  hearing 
and  dismissing  the  i)rotest,  and  the  same  is  therefore  affirmed. 
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PRACTICE— REHEARING^PROCEEDINGS  OX  REPORT  OF  SPECIAL. 

AGENT. 

United  States  v.  Stinson  et  al. 

In  proceedings  by  the  government  against  an  entry  held  by  a  transferee,  where  the 
entryman  appears  as  a  witness  for  the  governmentj  and  sets  up  no  rights  under 
said  entry,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  rehearing  on  the  ground  that}  he  was  not 
served  with  notice  of  such  proceedings  or  the  varions  orders  made  thereunder. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

S^temher  19,  1890. 

• 

By  letter  of  May  2,  1890,  your  oflflce  transmitted  the  applications  of 
George  C  Curtis,  Van  W.  Cliipman,  Niels  L.  Weibergf  and  Charles  M. 
Park,  for  review  and  rehearing  in  the  case  of  United  States  v.  Thomas 
D.  Stinson  and  Hugh  Park,  transferees  of  Geo,  W.  Smith  et  al.,  decided 
March  2,  1889. 

These  applicants  are  four  of  the  original  pre-emption  entrymen  whose 
claims  were  transferred  to  said  Stinson  and  Park.  The  entries  were 
made  in  the  land  office  at  Seattle,  Washington  Territory  and  are  fully 
described  in  said  decision  to  which  reference  is  made. 

The  entries  with  others  were  held  for  cancellation  by  your  office  on 
May  19,  1886,  on  report  of  a  special  agent  who  alleged  that  all  of  said 
entries  were  made  in  the  interest  of  said  Stinson  and  Park,  and  that 
the  claimants  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law.  Notice  of  this  action 
was  sent  to  the  entryman  and  transferees.  On  the  application  of  the 
transferees  a  hearing  under  the  circular  of  July  31, 1885  (4  L.  D.,  503), 
*'to  show  cause  why  the  entries  should  be  sustained,"  was  ordered  and 
the  cases  were  consolidated. 

Alter  a  full  hearing,  at  which  these  four  applicants  appeared  and  gave 
testimony,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  the  local  officers  found  that 
the  charges  had  been  fully  sustained,  that  claimants  had  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  law,  that  the  entries  were  made  in  the  interest  of  said 
Stinson  and  Park,  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  same. 
Your  office  by  letter  of  April  21,  1888,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local 
office,  and  that  action  was  affirmed  by  the  Department  in  the  decision 
now  complained  of. 

Each  of  the  applicants  states  on  oath  that  he  has  never  received  offi- 
cial notice  by  registered  letter  or  otherwise  of  the  suspension  of  his  said 
cash  entry,  or  of  his  right  to  petition  for  a  hearing ;  that  he  has  never 
received  official  notice  of  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  of  your  office, 
or  of  the  Department.  The  applicants  therefore  ask  that  a  hearing 
de  novo  be  granted  them,  or  that  they  be  now  duly  notified  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  local  officers,  and  of  their  right  of  appeal  from  the  same. 
They  allege  that  they  transferred  their  respective  claims  to  said  Stinson 
and  Park  by  warranty  deed,  and  claim  to  have  an  interest  in  the  case, 
to  the  extent  of  such  warranty. 
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It  appears  from  the  records  that  notices  were  sent  to  said  claimants 
of  the  action  taken  by  your  office  on  the  special  agent's  report,  bat  it 
is  not  shown  that  these  notices  reached  them.  Nor  does  it  appear  that 
any  notice  was  seut  them  of  the  decision  of  the  local  office,  of  your  office, 
or  of  the  Department. 

The  real  parties  defendant  in  this  case  were  said  Stinson  and  Park. 
The  present  applicants  appeared  merely  as  witnesses  for  the  govern- 
ment. At  the  time  of  the  hearing  they  had  transferred  the  lands  by 
deed.  If  they  desired  to  be  made  defendants  and  to  contest  the  charges, 
it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  ask  to  be  made  parties.  This  they  failed 
to  do  and  stood  by  while  cases  in  which  they  now  claim  to  have  been 
interested  were  tried  and  decided  adversely  to  them.  Having  thus 
allowed  their  day  in  court  to  pass  without  intervention  on  their  part, 
they  are  in  no  position  to  ask  that  these  cases  be  tried  de  novo. 

Said  applications  are  accordingly  dismissed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY-COMMUTATION— SUPPLEMENTAL  PROOF. 

Grove  H.  Cowles. 

If  non-compliance  with  lavr  defeats  tbe  right  of  a  homesteader  to  make  final  entry 
under  section  2291  R.  S.,  it  also  defeats  his  riaht  of  commutation. 

Permission  to  submit  supplemental  proof  in  the  matter  of  residence  may  be  accorded, 
where  the  final  proof  is  otherwise  satisfactory,  and  no  adverse  claim  exists. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  thef  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  20, 1890. 

I  have  considered  tbe  appeal  of  Grove  H.  Cowles  from  your  decision 
of  April  28, 1889,  lejectiug  his  flual  proof  on  homestead  entry  for  the 
S.  E.  i  Sec.  20,  T,  137  N.  R.  64  W.,  Fargo,  North  Dakota  land  district, 
dismissing  his  appeal  and  allowing  him  ninety  days  iu  which  to  com- 
mute eutry  in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  case  of  Peter  Weber  (7  L.  D., 
476). 

Your  opinion  states  the  record  and  testimony  fully  and  fairly,  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me,  upon  careful  review  of  the  entire  record  includ- 
ing the  supplem'ental  affidavits  that  the  final  proof,  as  it  stands,  can 
under  the  law  and  departmental  regulations  be  approved. 

It  is  true  the  claimant  has  made  ver3'  good  improvements  on  the  land, 
and  the  testimony  shows  that  he  has  not  neglectetl  toculti  vate  portions  of 
it  each  year,  but  continuous  residence  has  not  been  satisfactorily  shown. 
He  has  had  household  furniture  in  his  house  and  has  lived  there  at 
intervals  during  the  entire  time  since  his  entry,  which  (counting  his 
military  service)  makes  over  five  years.  Ue  evidently  thought,  under 
the  advice  of  lawyers,  that  he  was  complying  with  the  law,  and  it  is 
his  misfortune  that  the  advice  w^as  wrong. 

You  were  iu  error  iu  dismissing  his  appeal,  it  was  properly  taken. 
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Since  your  decision,  (April  29, 1889,  the  departmental  decision  relied 
apon  by  you  was,  upon  motion  for  review,  revoked,  (See  Peter  Weber, 
on  review,  9  L.  D.,  150),  and  it  was  decided  tbat  the  right  of  commuta- 
tion depend&upon  prior  compliance  with  the  homestead  law  up  to  the 
date  of  commutation. 

The  proof  is  not  satisfactory  and  can  not  be  accepted  as  it  stands, 
but  in  view  of  his  improvements  and  cultivation  of  the  land  and  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  adverse  claim  or  protest  against  his  entr^,  he  will 
be  allowed  to  submit  supplemental  proof,  within  ninety  days  from  notice 
of  this  decision,  setting  forth  the  facts  as  to  his  connection  with  the 
land  since  the  date  of  his  final  proof  and  he  will  give  such  explanation 
as  he  may  have  of  the  conflicting  statements  in  his  final  proof  and  his 
affidavit  filed  January  17, 1889,  and  npoii  his  compliance  herewith  you 
will  take  such  action  in  the  case  as  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


REPAYMENT— DESERT  liAND  ENTRY'. 

Spencer  V.  Eaymond. 

Repayment  can  not  be  allowed  where  a  desert  entry  is  canceled  because  made  for 
specalative  purposes  and  for  land  not  desert  in  character. 

First  AasUtant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Spencer  Y.  Eaymond  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  rejecting  his  application  for  the  repayment  of  pur- 
chase money  paid  upon  desert  land  entry  made  by  the  said  Kaymond 
for  Sec.  33,  T.  5  N.,  R.  38,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 

This  tract  was  entered  by  Raymond  on  January  6,  1883,  under  the 
desert  land  act  and  in  making  said  entry  he  swore  that  the  land  was 
desert  land  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  by  personal 
observation  and  frequently  passing  over  the  same.  It  was  subsequently 
determined  that  the  land  was  not  desert  land  and  it  had  been  laid  oif 
by  claimant  as  a  townsite.-  The  entry  was  held  for  cancellation  upon 
the  report  of  a  special  agent,  and  claimant  was  allowed  sixty  days  to 
show  cause  why  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  agricultural  and  timber  land,  and  that  the  entry  was  not  made 
in  good  faith  but  for  speculative  purposes.  No  cause  was  shown  and 
the  entr3-  was  canceled. 

In  his  application  for  repayment  claimant  states  that  he  with  others 
desired  to  secure  the  land  as  a  townsite  and  was  advised  by  the  local 
officers  at  Oxford,  Idaho,  that  the  only  manner  in  which  they  could  pro- 
ceed would  be  for  one  of  them  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  desert  land 
act,  and  that  claimant  was  selected  for  that  purpose  and  that  the  pay- 
ment was  divided  pro  rata  among  the  several  residents  ]  that  when  he 
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was  informed  that  the  proceedings  were  irregular  and  several  lots  had 
been  sold,  again  acting  apon  the  advice  of  the  local  officers,  relinquished 
the  land.  He  states  that  the  money  was  expended  in  good  faith  upon 
the  advice  of  those  whom  they  naturally  depended  for  information. 
This  statement  however  lacks  confirmation  by  the  officers  whom  he 
alleges  gave  him  this  advice. 

When  claimant  made  his  entry  he  swore  that  the  land  was  desert  in 
character  and  that  the  entry  was  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing title  to  mineral  land,  timber  land  or  agricultural  land ;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  faithfully  reclaiming  the  land  by  conducting  water  thereon. 

1  cannot  from  all  the  facts  before  me  conclude  that  Raymond  acted 
in  good  faith  in  making  this  entry,  notwithstanding  the  advice  that  he 
claims  to  have  acted  upon.  He  admits  that  he  entered  the  land  for  a 
townsite  and  for  the  purpose  of  sale  and  speculation,  and  yet  he  delib- 
erately made  an  affidavit  that  it  was  entered  for  the  purpose  of  faith- 
fully reclaiming  the  land  by  conducting  water  thereon.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  money  can  not  be  repaid. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICB-RB-REVIEW— HOMESTEAD  ENTRT. 

Franceway  et  al.  V.  Griffiths  (On  Review). 

A  petition  for  re-review  will  not  be  entertained  nnless  it  presents  new  matter  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  validity  of  a  homestead  entry  is  determined  by  the  facts  existing  at  the  date 
thereof. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 

fice,  September  20, 1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Britton  and  Gray,  attorneys 
for  the  Granite  Powder  Company,  asking  that  departmental  decision  of 
June  27,  1890,  in  the  case  ot  Ellen  Franceway  et  ah  v,  Richard  Griffiths, 
involving  the  Matter's  soldiers'  additional  homestead  entry  for  lot  3,  of 
Sec.  19,  T.  2  N.,  U.  4  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco  land  district,  Cali- 
fornia, be  recalled  and  that  Griffiths'  entry  be  confirmed  and  passed  to 
patent. 

The  decision  of  June  27,  1890  (10  L.  D.,  691),  having  been  rendered 
upon  a  motion  for  review,  the  present  letter  must  be  considered  as  a 
petition  for  re-review.  The  paper  here  presented  does  not  come  up  to 
the  requirements  laid  down  by  the  decisions  of  this  Department  for 
such  petitions.  It  is  claimed  that  the  ruling  laid  down  in  the  decision 
on  the  motion  for  review  is  in  opposition  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
supreme  court  in  Dnrand  v.  Martin  (120  U.  S.,  366).  Thus  the  Depart- 
ment is  asked  to  reconsider  and  again  go  over  the  same  question  that 
was  presented  and  fully  discussed  upon  the  motion  for  review.    This 
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alone  would  be  snfficient  grounds  for  refusing  to  consider  this  petition. 
The  case  cited,  however,  is  not  parallel  with  this  and  does  not  there- 
fore control.  The  court  there  held  that  the  right  of  a  State  under  a 
school  land  indemnity  selection  is  to  be  determined  by  the  condition  of 
the  land  at  the  time  the  selection  is  presented  to  the  proper  officer  for 
certification.  This  does  not  affect  the  long  and  well  established  rule 
that  the  validity  of  an  entry  is  to  be  determined  by  the  facts  existing 
at  the  date  thereof. 

The  decision  complained  of  follows  the  ruling  in  Fonts  v.  Thompson, 
on  review  (10  L.  D.,  649)  and  is  adhered  to. 

The  petition  under  consideration  is  denied. 


PllACTICE— NOTICE— PUBLICATION— SECOND  CONTEST. 

LuDwiG  V.  Faulkner  et  al. 

Publication  of  notice  withoat  an  affidavit  as  the  basis  for  sach  service  confers  no 
jarisdiction  upon  the  local  office. 

Where  a  pending  contest  is  attacked  on  the  ground  of  fraud  by  one  who  makes 
application  to  contest  the  entry  in  question,  notice  should  not  issue  on  such  ap- 
plication, but  the  case  should  be  held  for  the  iinal  disposition  of  the  prior  contest. 

Fiirgt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office',  September  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Ealph  K.  Wood  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  April  26, 1889,  holding  that  the  local  officers  erred  in  ordering 
a  hi^aring  upon  charges  preferred  in  a  contest  affidavit  filed  by  said 
Wood  and  ordering  a  re-hearing  before  the  local  officers  on  a  contest 
initiated  by  Uobert  Ludwig  v.  Christopher  Faulkner  against  timber-cult- 
ure entry  of  said  Faulkner,  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  1,  T.  32  S.,  R.  42  W., 
Oarden  City,  Kansas,  land  district. 

The  record  shows  tbat  on  July  3, 1885,  Ohristopber  Faulkner  made 
timber  culture  entry  of  said  land.  On  the  27th  day  of  November,  1886, 
Sobert  Ludwig  filed  in  the  local  office  his  affidavit  of  contest,  alleging 
that  said  Faulkner,  "  Has  wholly  failed  to  break,  plow  or  stir,  five  acres 
of  said  land  during  the  first  year  of  said  entry  and  up  to  the  date  of  this 
contest,  but  the  same  remains  wild,  unbroken  prairie  land  void  of  tim- 
ber or  cultivation. 

On  December  1,  1886,  said  Ludwig  filed  his  homestead  application  to 
enter  said  land  and  on  the  same  day  presented  the  statutory  affidavit 
showing  proper  qualifications  to  make  the  entry. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  on  Ludwig's  contest  and  on  the  9th  day  of 
December,  188^,  notice  thereof  was  published  in  a  newspaper  fixing 
June  3, 1887,  as  the  time  set  for  the  hearing.  No  affidavit  or  other 
evidence  was  filed  showing  that  personal  service  of  notice  could  not  be 
made  upon  Faulkner  and  no  evidence  of  personal  service  of  the  notice 
upon  him  was  presented. 
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On  the  I2th  day  of  February,  1887,  Ealph  N.  Wood  filed  io  the  local 
office  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  entry  of  Faulkner,  alleging 
that  said  ^'Faulkner  has  executed  and  sold  a  relinquishment  to  the 
United  States  of  his  said  entry,  to  a  party  other  than  this  affiant;  that 
said  Faulkner's  entry  was  fraudulent  and  speculative  at  its  inception." 

At  the  time  set  for  hearing  June  3, 1887,  Lud  wig  appeared  and  offered 
his  evidence.  Faulkner  did  not  appear.  On  the  same  day  but  after 
Lttdwig's  testimony  was  taken  Wood  appeared  before  the  local  officers 
and  filed  his  affidavit,  stating 

That  at  the  date  of  the  initiation  of  naid  Ludwig's  contest  there  vrere  more  than 
five  acres  broken  on  said  tract  of  laud;  that  for  this  reason  affiant  filed  his  complaint 
against  said  defendant  entry  man,  alleging  specnlation  and  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  said  defendant.  .  .  .  That  the  allegations  as  contained  in  the  complaint  of 
the  said  Robert  Ludwig  are  entirely  false  and  nntrue.  .  .  .  That  he  firmly  be- 
lieves said  Lud  wig's  contest  is  speculative  and  fraudulent  and  is  not  being  prose- 
cuted in  good  faith. 

Thereupon  the  local  officers  suspended  any  further  action  on  Lud- 
wig's  contest,  and  ordered  a  hearing  on  the  charges  contained  in  Wood's 
eomplaint  as  against  Ludwig's  contest,  which  was  before  the  local  offi- 
cers and  on  the  22nd  day  of  June,  they  rendered  their  decision  sus- 
taining Ludwig's  contest  and  allowing  him  the  preference  right  to  enter 
said  laud  and  dismissed  Wood's  co/itest,  and  recommended  Faulkner's 
entry  for  cancellation.  From  this  decision  Wood  appealed  to  yofir 
office. 

On  the  26tn  day  of  April,  1889,  your  office  held  that  the  local  officers 
erred  in  directing  a  hearing  on  Wood's  contest,  and  ordered  a  re-hear- 
ing between  Ludwig  and  Faulkner  on  Ludwig's  contest,  (as  the  notice 
for  publication  was  defective)  and,  upon  the  proper  affidavit  being  filed, 
the  local  officers  were  directed  to  give  notice  by  publication  of  the  day 
fixed  for  hearing. 

From  your  said  decision  Wood  appeals. 

Your  office  decision  remanding  the  case  and  ordering  a  re-hearing  is 
correct.  Eule  9  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  requin^s  personal  service  of 
notice  in  all  cases  when  possible  and  prescribes  how  such  service  shall 
be  made.  Rule  11  provides:  ** Notice  may  be  given  by  publication 
alone  only  when  it  is  shown  by  affidavit  of  the  contestant,  and  by  such 
other  evidence  as  the  register  and  receiver  may  require,  that  due  dili- 
gence has  been  used  and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  made.  The 
party  will  be  required  to  state  what  effort  has  been  made  to  get  per- 
sonal service." 

The  service  of  notice  is  required  before  the  local  officers  obtain  juris- 
diction to  proceed  with  the  hearing.  In  order  to  serve  by  publication 
the  rule  requires  a  showing  to  be  made  that  personal  service  can  not  be 
in-ide.  This  showing  is  the  primary  foundation  upon  which  the  publi- 
cation is  based  and  where  a  service  of  notice  by  publication  is  substi- 
tuted for  personal  service,  a  strict  compliance  with  Rule  11,  is  requisite 
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to  confer  jarisdiction  over  the  person  of  the  defendant.  Burgess  v* 
Pope's  Heirs  (9  L.  D.,  218) ;  Allen  v.  Leet  (6  L.  D.,  iS69). 

As  there  was  no  showing  at  all  made  as  a  basis  for  serving  the  notice 
by  publication  it  follows  that  the  local  officers  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
hear  and  determine  the  contest,  or  to  act  upon  the  subject  matters  in 
controversy  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bind  Faulkner  the  entryman. 

Without  passing  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  allegations  of  Wood's 
affidavit,  I  am  clear  that  the  local  officers  erred  in  ordering  a  hearing 
upon  Wood's  contest.  Where  a  pending  contest  is  attacked  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  by  oue  who  makes  due  application  to  contest  the  entry 
in  question,  notice  will  not  issue  on  such  application,  but  the  case  will 
be  held  for  the  final  disposition  of  the  prior  contest.  Melcher  v.  Clark 
(4  L.  D.,  504) ;  Eddy  v.  England  (6  L.  D.,  530) ;  Davisson  v,  Gabus  et  aU 
(10  L.  D.i  114). 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


PRE-EMPTION— SECOND  FILING. 

MALONEY  17.  Ohablbs. 

A  filing  made  in  good  faith  by  a  minor,  bat  abandoned  when  the  fact  of  minority  is 
disco vertid,  is  no  bar  to  a  second  filing. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  22,  1890. 

On  November  27, 1885,  William -F.  Charles  filed  his  declaratory  state- 
ment, No.  2742,  npon  the  W.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  7,  T.  2  N.,  R.  34., 
W.y  McGooky  Nebraska,  alleging  settlement  November  25,  1885.  He 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof  before  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  that  such  proof  woald  be  made  on  May  30, 1887.  This 
notice  was  duly  published. 

On  November  2, 1886,  James  B.  Maloney  made  homestead  entry.  No. 
3983,  npon  said  tract,  and  on  April  25,  1887,  he  filed  a  protest  against 
the  allowance  of  Charles'  final  proof,  charging  failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  law  as  to  residence,  cultivation  and  improvements, 
and  asked  for  a  hearing. 

On  the  day  set  for  taking  Charles'  final  proof,  both  parties,  with 
their  attorneys,  appeared  before  the  register  and  receiver,  eead  Maloney 
filed  an  amendment  to  his  former  protest,  charging  that  Charles  was  not 
a  qualified  pre-emptor,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  theretofore  exhausted 
his  pre-emption  right  by  filing  a  declaratory  statement  upon  another 
tract,  and  that  the  filing  upon  which  he  proposed  to  make  final  proof 
was  without  authority  of  law. 

Charles'  final  proof  was  made  and  the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto 
were  cross-examined,  and  other  witnesses  were  called  and  examined. 


318  DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Al  the  coDclnsiou  of  the  hearing  the  register  and  receiver  concarred 
in  the  following  finding :  ^^  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  receiver's  receipt 
should  issae  to  said  William  F.  Charles,"  and,  on  appeal,  you  affirm 
that  judgment.    Maloney  brings  this  appeal. 

The  testimony  at  the  hearing  was  mainly  directed  to  the  issue  as  to 
claimant's  residence  on  the  tract. 

Oharles  admits,  and  so  states  in  his  notice  of  intention  to  snbmit  final 
proof,  that  he  had  on  February  4, 1884,  made  a  declaratory  statement 
for  another  tract  of  land  in  section  5,  same  town  and  range,  believing 
at  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  but  that  soon  after  making 
such  filing  he  learned  he  was  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
had  lived  with  one  Nelson,  his  grandfather,  from  boyhood.  Nelson 
swears  that  he  told  Oharles  prior  to  the  first  filing  that  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old ;  that  he  arrived  at  this  understanding  from  certain  busi- 
ness transactions  that  took  place  at  about  the  date  claimant  was  born. 
After  this  filing  was  made,  they  again  got  to  talking  about  claimant's 
age,  and  to  be  certain  about  it  Nelson  sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  Colorado, 
and  obtained  the  Bible  containing  the  record  of  Charles'  birth.  This 
record  was  made  the  day  Charles  was  born,  and  showed  that  he  was 
only  twenty  years  old ;  thereupon  he  abandoned  his  claim,  and  wken 
he  became  twenty-one  filed  on  the  land  in  controversy. 

The  premises  considered,  I  do  not  think  Charles  was  barred  by  sec- 
tion 2261  of  the  Revised  Statutes  from  making  a  filing  on  the  tract  in 
controversy.  His  conduct  was  open  and  honest.  Had  he  falsely  and 
fraudulently  stated  that  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  thus  sought 
to  obtain  the  land,  his  pre-emptive  right  would  have  been  exhausted 
and  a  second  filing  would  not  be  permitted.  Allen  v.  Baird  (6  L.  D., 
298). 

But,  in  view  of  his  honest  mistake,  and  his  voluntary  abandonment 
of  his  olaim  under  the  first  filing,  when  he  found  he  was  not  personally 
qualified  to  make  it,  I  think  he  should  again  be  permitted  to  exercise 
his  pre-emption  right.  Boss  v.  Poole  (i  L.  D.,  116);  Arnold  v.  Langley 
(IL.  D.,  439).* 

As  to  the  question  of  residence  and  improvements,  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  rehearse  the  testimony ;  the  same  is  substantially  set  forth 
in  your  said  office  decision.  It  abundantly  shows  that  the  entry  man 
has  complied  with  the  law  and  acted  in  good  faith ;  his  proof  should 
be  accepted  and  the  entry  allowed. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 
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PRACTTCE-REHEARINQ-OSAGB  LAND. 

FiNAN  t7.  Meeker. 

When  an  order  for  rehearing  is  made  the  case  is  generally  tried  da  noi;o,  and  the  peti- 
tioner for  rehearing  cannot  in  sucii  a  case  be  heard  to  complain  of  former  pro- 
ceedings therein   however  defective  they  may  be. 

The  right  to  purchase  Osage  land  under  the  act  of  May  28, 1880,  can  only  be  exercised 
by  one  who  has  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor  and  makes  actual  settlement 
on  the  land  with  the  intention  of  making  it  a  home. 

Fvr^t  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  23,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Elliott  E.  Meeker  from  your  office 
decisioQ  of  December  20, 1888,  in  which  you  hold  for  cancellation  his 
Osage  cash  entry,  made  May  13,  1884,  for  the  NW.  |  NE.  -},  NE.  i 
NW.  i,  Sec.  28,  and  S.  J  SE.  i  of  Sec.  21,  T.  27  S.,  R.  12  W.,  Larned, 
Kansas. 

He  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  I^o.  2373  October  30, 1883,  for 
said  tract,  alleging  settlement  October  23, 1883.  He  made  his  final 
proof  on  May  10, 1884,  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Pratt 
county,  Kansas. 

The  proof  appears  regular  in  form ;  it  showed  continuous  residence  ; 
also  that  the  land  was  used  for  a  farm  ^  six  acres, broken;  frame  house 
fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  and  a  well  dug;  improvements  valued  at  $150. 
The  full  payment  was  made  for  the  land  and  final  certificate,  No.  2,221, 
issued  November  14,  1885. 

Gatherine  E.  Finan  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  3584  for 
the  SE.  ij  Sec.  21,  T.  27  S.,  B.  12  W.,  Larned,  Kansas,  on  May  2, 1884, 
alleging  settlement  Flbruary  15,  1884,  being  in  conflict  with  Meeker's 
entry  as  to  the  S.  ^  SE.  ^  of  said  section.  She  made  final  proof  October 
24, 1884,  and  on  January  27,  1885,  filed  her  affidavit  of  contest  against 
Meeker's  entry,  alleging  the  same  to  be  fraudulent,  and  that  she  had  a 
superior  right  to  the  land.  She  also  filed  an  affidavit  explaining  why 
she  failed  to  protest  at  the  time  Meeker  made  his  proof.  This  affidavit 
was  forwarded  to  your  office,  and  by  your  letter  "  G,"  dated  July  8, 1885, 
a  hearing  was  ordered,  and  all  parties  notified. 

Orders  and  continuances  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and  case  finally 
set  for  April  28, 1886,  when  defendant  made  default.  Plaintiff  intro- 
duced her  testimony,  and  on  October  23, 1886,  the  register  and  receiver 
held  Meeker's  entry  for  cancellation,  subject  to  appeal,  and  attorneys 
were  duly  notified.  On  November  18, 1886,  the  defendant  took  an  ap- 
peal to  your  office  and  on  January  15, 1887,  the  decision  of  ,the  register 
and  receiver  was  affirmed  by  you.  An  application  for  rehearing  was 
made  on  April  14, 1887,  and  by  your  office  letter  '^G,"  dated  April  23, 
1887,  the  decision  of  January  15,  1887,  was  revoked,  and  the  case  re- 
manded for  rehearing,  on  the  ground  of  defective  notice. 
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The  case  was  again  set  for  Jaly  11,  1887,  and  the  plaintiff  appeared 
and  filed  proof  of  personal  service  upon  all  parties  in  interest. 

The  case  was  again  continued  until  July  18,  1887,  when  both- parties 
appeared,  and  the  testimony  taken  from  day  to  day  until  the  case  was 
closed. 

The  register  and  receiver  found  in  favor  of  Finan,  and  recommended 
the  cancellation  of  Meeker's  entry,  and  by  your  office  decision  you  affirm 
that  judgment. 

The  record  in  this  case  is  very  voluminous;  there  is  much  irrelevant 
and  conflicting  testimony. 

It  is  insisted  that  Finan  has  no  standing  in  this  case,  and  is  barred 
by  reason  of  her  laches  in  not  protesting  against  Meeker's  final  proof. 
This  is  not  well  taken.  Until  patent  issues  for  the  public  lands,  you 
have  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  any  properly  supported  charges 
of  bad  faith  against  those  seeking  title  to  the  public  lands.  Moreover, 
when  an  application  for  rehearing  is  made,  as  in  this  case,  and  the  same 
is  granted,  the  case  will  generally  be  tried  de  novo ;  and  the  petitioners 
for  rehearing  can  not  then  be  heard  to  complain  of  the  former  notices 
and  proceedings,  however  defective  they  may  be. 
.  Besides  it  appears  in  this  case  that  all  the  parties  in  interest — mort- 
gagee, transferee  and  entryman — were  duly  served  with  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  rehearing. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  testimony  and  find  it  substantially  as 
set  forth  in  your  said  office  decision. 

The  lands  involved  are  a  part  of  the  Osage  In<lian  trust  and  dimin- 
ished reserve  lands ;  and  the  rights  of  claimants  thereto  are  determined 
under  the  act  of  May  28,  1880  (21  Stat.,  143).  The  second  section  of 
that  act  provides : — 

That  all  of  the  said  Indian  lands shall  be  sabject'to  disposal  to  actual  settlers 

only,  having  the  qualifioation  of  pre-emptors not  exceeding  one  quarter  section 

each. 

The  entryman  under  this  statute  must  be  an  actual  settler  on  the 
land,  and  must  have  the  qualification  of  a  pre-emptor. 

The  principal  inquiry,  and  the  only  one  in  this  case,  is,  whether  Meeker 
was  an  actual  settler  within  the  meaning  of  said  act. 

An  actual  settler  under  the  public  land  laws  is  one  who  in  his  own  proper  person 
goes  upon  a  tract  of  the  public  land  with  the  intention  of  remaining  there  and  of  ac- 
quiring title  thereto,  or,  in  other  words,  of  making  it  his  home.  United  States  r. 
Atterbery  et  aU,  10  L.  D.  36. 

Meeker  did  not  personally  make  any  of  the  improvements  on  the 
laud.  The  building  put  up  on  the  land  was  moved  ofi  soon  after  proof 
was  made,  and  used  as  a  granary  by  one  John  Waldock,  father-in-law 
of  Meeker. 

It  appears  that  Meeker  and  his  wife  staid  in  the  house  one  night, 
while  it  was  on  the  land.  But  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  set  forth 
in  this  case  abundantly  show  that  he  was  not  an  actual  settler  upon  the 
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land  in  the  sense  of  the  term  as  used  by  this  Department.  They  fur- 
ther show  that  John  Waldock  is  the  real  party  in  interest. 

Finan  settled  on  the  land  after  Meeker's  house  was  built.  Her  im- 
provements were  of  small  value ;  but  the  evidence  shows  she  was  an 
actual  settler.  Her  house  was  torn  down  at  the  instigation  of  John 
Waldock,  and  she  was  otherwise  badly  treated.  She  appears  to  have 
built  three  different  houses,  and  the  proof  shows  they  were  all  destroyed, 
•and  she  could  not  remain  in  peace  upon  the  land,  and  was  obliged  to 
leave  it  without  any  fault  of  her  own. 

Meeker's  entry  should  be  canceled.  It  is  so  ordered  and  your  decis- 
ion is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— TRANSFEREE— OSAGE  LAND. 

FiNAN  V,  Palmer  et  al. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  a  deceased  entrymau 
should  be  made  parties  to  a  proceeding  against  an  entry,  where  the  eutryman  has 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  land  and  the  transferees  are  served  with  due  notice 
of  such  proceeding. 

Concurring  decisions  of  the  local  and  general  land  offices  as  to  questions  of  fact  are 
generally  accepted  as  conclusive  b>  the  Department  where  the  evidence  is  con- 
flicting. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  23,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Eliza  Woldock,  transferee  of  William 
A.  Palmer,  deceased,  from  your  decision  of  December  20,  1888,  wherein 
you  hold  for  cancellation  said  Palmer's  Osage  cash  entry  No.  12S6,  made 
January  27,  1885,  for  the  S J  of  the  NEJ,  and  the  NJ  of  SEJ  of  Sec. 
21,  T.  27  S.,  R.  12,  W.,  Larne«l,  Kansas. 

Palmer's  alleged  settlement  was  made  January  1,  1884.  He  made 
final  proof  July  2,  1884,  and  first  payment  July  11,  thereafter,  he  com- 
pleted his  payments  January  27,  1885,  and  on  that  day  obtained  the 
register's  final  certificate. 

The  final  proof  is  regular  in  form ;  it  shows  continuous  residence 
from  January  1,  1884,  to  date  of  final  proof.  The  improvements  con- 
sist of  a  sod  house,  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  with  board  roof;  six  acres 
broken,  and  the  land  used  as  a  farm,  valued  at  $100. 

Catherine  Finan  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement  No.  3584  on  May 
2, 1884,  for  the  SB  J  of  the  same  section,  township  and  range,  alleging 
settlement  February  15,  1884.  She  made  final  proof  and  first  payment 
October  24,  1884,  and  on  January  28,  1885,  filed  her  affidavit  of  contest 
against  Palmer's  entry,  alleging  that  the  same  was  fraudulent,  and  <is- 
serting  her  paramount  right  to  the  land  as  to  the  N  ^  of  the  SK  ^. 

By  your  letter  *'G"  of  January"  20,  1886,  a  hearing  was  ordered. 
Ou  this  hearing,  a  decision  was  rendered  adverse  to  the  entry.     Upon 
2497— No.  11 ^21 
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appeal,  you  remanded  the  case  for  a  rehearing,  which  was  had  July  12, 
1887.  The  register  and  receiver  again  held  that  the  entry  of  Palmer 
should  be  canceled,  and  the  laud  awarded  to  Finan,  and  by  your  said 
office  decision  you  affirm  that  judgment. 

On  August  13,  1881,  Palmer  conveyed  the  land  by  warranty  deed  to 
Julia  E.  Meeker  ;  Meeker  conveyed  it  to  Addison  De  Puy  by  warranty 
deed,  on  July  18,  1885,  and  De  Puy  conveyed  it  by  warranty  deed  to 
Eliza  Waldock,  November  2,  1885.  Palmer  died  about  January  1, 1885 
(exact  date  not  given). 

This  appeal  is  based  upon  lack  of  jurisdiction,  and  other  errors, 
specifically  set  forth.  It  is  insisted  that  no  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  William  A.  Palmer  and  no  guardian  of  his  heirs  having  been  made 
a  party  and  served  with  notice,  jurisdiction  is  not  obtained. 

At  the  time  your  office  ordered  a  rehearing  (January  21,  1887),  Eliza 
Waldock  claimed  the  land  by  mesne  conveyances  by  warranty  deed 
from  the  entryman,  Palmer,  who  was  dead  ;  at  the  rehearing,  therefore, 
she  and  the  mortgagee  were  the  only  parties  defendant  who  had  any 
interest  in  the  land,  and  they  were  both  personally  served  with  the 
notice  of  the  rehearing.  The  complaint  that  the  legal  representatives 
and  heirs  of  Palmer  were  not  made  parties  to  this  proceeding  has  no 
force. 

The  death  of  the  entryman  prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  is  no  ground  for 
the  dismissal  or  suspension  of  proceedings  against  the  entry,  where  said  entryman 
has  disposed  of  his  interest  iu  tiie  land,  and  the  transferee  is  made  a  party  defend- 
ant and  is  present  in  court.     Miluni  v.  Johnson,  10  L.  D.,  624. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  substantially  set  forth  in  your  said  office 
decision,  which  affirms  the  register  and  receiver  in  holding  that  Palmer's 
entry  was  made  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  one  John  Waldock,  and  not 
for  the  entryman's  own  use  and  benefit ;  also  that  Finan  endeavored  in 
good  faith  to  comply  with  the  law.  Concurring  decisions  of  the  local 
and  general  land  offices  as  to  the  questions  of  fact  are  generally  ac- 
cepted as  conclusive  by  the  Department  where  the  evidence  is  conflict- 
ing, as  in  this  case.     (Conley  v.  Price,  9  L.  D.,  490.) 

On  a  careful  review  of  the  testimouy,  I  find  no  reason  for  disturbing 
your  action,  which  is  hereby  affirmed. 


PKK-EMPTIVE  RIGHT— SECOND  FILING— TRANSMUTATION. 

Lennis  V.  Southard. 

A  pre-emption  filing  transmuted  to  a  homestead  entry,  under  which  title  is  subse- 
quently perfected,  exhausts  the  pre-emptive  right,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
such  filing  is  made  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner'  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  24, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Walter  M.  Lennis  v.  Walter  J.  Soath- 
ard,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decisiou  of  your 
office,  dated  April  24,  1889,  rejecting  his  final  proof  in  support  of  his 
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pre-emption  claim,  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T.  4  S.,  R.  22  W.,  Kirwin, 
Kansas,  and  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment, !N'o.  21,699,  filed  December  12,  1885,  alleging  settlement  on  said 
tract  the  same  day. 

The  record  shows  that  on  December  17, 1886,  said  Lennis  made  home- 
stead entry,  No.  22,372,  of  said  land,  and  on  Jannary  19,  1887,  filed  a 
protest  against  the  allowance  of  Southard's  final  proof  in  support  of 
his  pre-emption  claim,  advertised  to  be  made  before  the  probate  judge 
of  Norton  county,  Kansas,  on  February  28,  same  year,  alleging  that  said 
pre-emption  claim  was  illegal,  because  the  pre-emptor  had  made  a  former 
filing  for  another  tract  of  land,  which  he  subsequently  transmuted  to  a 
homestead  entry,  upon  which  he  made  final  proof  and  received  final 
certificate  therefor,  and  that  he  moved  from  land  of  his  own  in  said 
State  to  settle  upon  the  land  in  question. 

A  hearing  was  duly  had  before  the  local  officers  on  April  19,  1887, 
and  they  rejected  said  proof  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  said 
filing,  for  the  reason  that  the  pre-emptor,  on  November  14,  1871,  filed 
his  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  SB.  ^  of  Sec.  31,  T.  4,  E. 
15,  in  said  State,  upon  which  he  resided  until  April  13,  1874,  when  he 
filed  his  soldier's  homestead  declaratory  statement  thereon ;  that  on 
November  13,  1874,  he  made  homestead  entry  thereof,  and  made  final 
proof  on  June  11,  1881,  showing  continuous  residence  on  his  homestead 
from  October  27, 1871,  to  date  of  said  final  proof;  that  final  certificate 
issued  for  said  homestead,  and,  while  said  Southard  was  the  owner  of 
said  homestead,  he  initiated  a  contest  against  a  homestead  entry  cover- 
ing the  tract  in  qnestion ;  that  after  the  hearing  of  said  contest,  but 
before  the  cancellation  of  the  contested  entry  by  the  Department,  he 
and  his  wife  conveyed  their  said  homestead  by  warranty  deed  to  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  Southard,  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be 
reconveyed  to  Mrs.  Southard  when  requested  so  to  do  by  her  husband; 
that  said  conveyance  did  not  relieve  said  pre-emptor  from  the  inhibi- 
tion of  section  2261  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  was  disqualified  from  making  a  pre-emption  entry,  as  well  as 
from  making  a  second  filing,  because  of  his  former  filing. 

On  appeal,  your  ofiice  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  office,  for  the 
reason  that  under  the  provisions  of  said  section  2261,  said  Southard 
exhausted  his  pre-emptive  right  when  he  filed  his  first  preemption 
declaratory  statement,  and  that,  since  his  second  filing  was  illegal,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  consider  the  second  ground  of  obieclion  to  said 
proof. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  counsel  for  appellant  that  said  second 
filing  having  been  made  while  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment allowed  the  same,  the  first  filing  having  been  made  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  the  rights  of  the 
pre-emptor  became  vested,  and  his  proof  should  be  allowed  by  the  De- 
partment. 
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In  support  of  said  conteiitioD,  coansel  refers  in  his  brief,  filed  in  your 
office,  in  support  of  liis  appeal  from  the  land  office,  and  which  has  been 
considered,  at  his  request,  on  appeal,  to  your  office  letter  dated  June 
29, 1874,  to  the  register  and  receiver,  at  Humboldt,  California  (1  O.  L. 
O.,  55),  allowing  a  pre-emptor  to  make  any  number  of  filings  for  unof- 
fered  land,  if  he  only  makes  proof  in  support  of  one  claim ;  also  the  case 
of  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Wiggins  and  Kellar  (4  C.  L.  O., 
123),  and  the  case  of  California  v.  Pierce  (1  L.  D.,  442),  and  insists  that 
the  rule  announced  in  said  decisions  was  promulgated  and  continued 
"  up  to  a  very  recent  date,'^  when  it  was  changed  by  the  departmental 
ruling  in  the  case  of  Jonathan  House  (4  L.  D.,  189),  decided  by  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Lamar,  on  October  10, 1885,  which  ruling,  he  alleges,  was  not 
known  in  the  land  district  where  said  land  is  situated,  until  January, 
1886. 

In  the  case  of  William  L.  Phelps  (8  C.  L.  O.,  139),  decided  l^ovember 
17,  1881,  Mr.  Secretary  Kirkwood  held  that,  in  the  absence  of  adverse 
rights,  a  party  could  file  a  second  declaratory  statement  for  the  same 
tract.  This  decision  was  expressly  overruled  in  the  case  of  J.  B.  Ray- 
mond (2  L.  D.,  854),  decided  by  Secretary  Teller,  on  February  27, 1884, 
where  the  question  was  carefully  and  elaborately  considered,  and  it  was 
held  that,  under  section  226L  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  a  pre-emptor  can  lile  but  one  declaratory  statement.  In  that 
case  the  claimant  asked  to  be  allowed  to  file  for  the  same  or  another 
tract,  and  was  refused.  This  decision,  in  effect,  overruled  the  Pierce 
case,  8upra,  and  this  was  nearly  two  years  prior  to  the  second  filing  of 
Southard. 

In  the  case  of  Jonathan  House,  decided  October  10, 1886,  more  than 
two  months  prior  to  said  second  filing,  the  Department  held  that  it 
made  no  difference  that  the  first  filing  v^as  made  prior  to  the  adoption 
oi  the  Revised  Statutes ;  that  fact  would  not  avoid  the  inhibition  of 
said  section  2261,  citing  Baldwin  v.  Stark  (107  U.  S.,  403). 

In  the  case  of  Byw^ter  v.  Hill  (5  L.  D.,  15),  decided  July  22, 1886,  the 
Department  held  that  a  pre-emption  claim,  based  on  the  settlement  and 
filing  of  one  who  had  previously  exhausted  his  preemption  right,  was 
illegal,  and  the  transmutation  thereof  to  a  homestead  entry  would  not 
exclude  an  intervening  adverse  claim.  In  this  case  the  first  filing  was 
made  in  Minnesota,  in  June,  1873,  and  the  second,  which  was  held  to 
be  illegal,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Raymond  case,  in  October,  1881. 

In  the  case  of  Jose  Maria  Solaiza  (6  L.  D.,  20),  Acting  Secretary  Mul- 
drow  said :  "  The  doctrine  of  the  Pierce  case,  however,  has  been  re- 
peatedly overruled,"  citing  the  Raymond  and  Elonse  cases,  supra.  See 
also  Grrin  C.  Rashaw  (id.,  570) ;  James  F.  Bright  (id.  602) ;  Bridges  v. 
Curran  (7  L.  D.,  395) ;  C.  S.  Curtis  (10  L.  D.,  188). 

It  is  clear  that  the  second  filing  of  Southard  was  illegal,  and  under 
the  well-settled  rulings  of  the  Department  he  can  not  be  permitted  to 
enter  the  land  in  controversy. 
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It  will  be  quite  unnecessary  to  consider  the  p:ood  faith  of  the  convey- 
ance of  said  homestead,  for,  under  the  provisions  of  section  2261  of  the 
XJ.  S.  Eevised  Statutes,  which  he  is  presumed  to  know,  Southard  is  pro- 
hibited from  making  pre-emption  entry  of  the  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  must  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  affirmed. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTEST— CORROBORATIOX. 

Beed  v.  Abneson, 

Ad  affidavit  filed  aa  the  bauiH  of  a  contest  does  notjnstify  a  hearing  thereon  unless  it 

sets  forth  clearly  charges  that  will  warrant  cancellation  if  proven. 
An  affidavit  of  contest,  if  uncorroborated,  may  be  properly  rejected. 

First  Assistant  ISecretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommiisioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  24, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Isaiah  W.  Beed  v.  Olena  Arneson,  in- 
Tolving  the  pre-emption  cash  entry  made  by  the  latter  December  8, 
1884,  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  33,  T.  15  N.,  B.  42  E.,  Walla  Walla  land  dis- 
trict,  Washington. 

Said  Beed,  on  July  5,  18S8  filed  application  to  contest  said  entry,  ac- 
companying the  same  with  an  affidavit  alleging  insufficient  residence 
and  improvement.  Tour  office,  on  November  3,  1888,  denied  the  ap- 
plication, and  returned  the  affidavit  for  amendment,  ^' to  specifically 
allege  defect,  if  any,  in  residence  Urud  cultivation  prior  to  date  of  mak- 
ing proof."  On  December  18,  1888,  Beed  filed  amended  affidavit  and 
application.  These  also  your  office,  by  letter  of  January  12,  1880,  re- 
jected for  the  same  reasons  previously  given.  Thereupon  Beed  ap- 
peals to  the  Department. 

Your  office  is  clearly  correct  in  holding  both  the  original  and  the 
amended  affidavit  insufficient  to  justify  a  hearing.  So  much  of  the 
amended  affidavit  as  refers  to  the  en  try  man's  failure  to  reside  upon  the 
tract  since  making  final  proof  has  (under  the  circumstances)  no  bear- 
ing upon  the  question.  The  list  of  improvements  set  forth  does  not  in- 
dicate bad  faith.  The  allegation  that  '^  the  residence  of  said  Olena 
Arneson  on  said  tract  prior  to  the  date  of  proof  thereon  was  not  suffi- 
cient under  the  law  to  show  good  faith,"  is  but  the  expression  of  affiant's 
opinion,  the  only  fact  stated  in  support  thereof  being  that  the  contest- 
ant ^^passed  the  land  frequently,  and  never  saw  claimant  on  the  place 
at  any  time  from  the  date  of  entry  until  proof  waj  made."  This  nega- 
tive statement  might  be  true,  and  the  testimony  of  the  entry  man  and 
her  witnesses  on  final  proof  not  be  false. 

Moreover,  the  contest  affidavit  is  practically  uncorroborated.  At- 
tached thereto  is  the  joint  affidavit  of  two  other  witnesses,  who  certify 
to  its  correctness. 

1.  Excepting  as  to  the  contentH  thereof  relative  to  the  renidence  of  said  claimant 
Olena  ArneBon,  on  said  laud  x)rior  to  final  proof  made  thereon,  concerning  which  fact 
of  residence  affiants  were  not  in  a  position  to  know  and  therefore  can  not  state. 
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Bales  2  and  3  of  Practice  say : 

2.  In  every  case  of  applioation.  for  a  hearing,  an  affidavit  mast  be  filed  by  the  con- 
testant with  the  register  and  receiver,  fully  setting  forth  the  facts  which  constitnte 
the  grounds  of  contest. 

3.  Where  an  entry  has  been  allowed  and  remains  of  record,  the  affidavit  of  the 
contestant  must  be  accompanied  by  the  affidavits  of  one  or  more  witnesses  in  support 
of  the  allegations  made. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  only  allegation  made  which  has  any  bearing 
upon  the  qaestion  at  issne  is  ansapported  by  the  affidavit  of  any  one 
except  the  contestant.    (See  Farmer  v.  Moreland  et  aLy  8  L.  D.,  446). 

Your  office  decisions  deuying  the  application  for  a  hearing  are  af- 
firmed. 


APPLICATION  TO  MAKE  ENTRY— AMENBMENT. 

Patrick  Kblley. 

An  application  to  make  timber  cnlture  entry  received,  noted  of  record,  bat  returned 
for  amendment  of  the  preliminary  affidavit,  effectually  reserves  the  land  as 
against  a  subsequent  applicant  therefor. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  26, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Patrick  Kelley  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  April  12, 1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  timber 
culture  entry  of  the  W.  i  of  the  SW.  J  and  the  NB.  J  of  the  S  W.  \  and 
the  SW.  J  of  the  l^W.  J,  Sec.  11,  T.  149  N.,  R.  69  W.,  Grand  Forks, 
Dakota. 

The  following  appears  of  record: 

March  27, 1882,  George  Hetherington  made  timber  culture  entry  of 
the  said  tract.  April  6, 1886,  John  Fitzgerald  filed  an  affidavit  of  con- 
test against  said  entry,  accompanied  with  an  application  to  enter  the 
same. 

Notice  was  issued,  and  June  8,  1886,  set  for  hearing.  On  said  day 
Hetherington  did  not  appear,  but  made  default.  Fitzgerald,  the  con- 
testant, appeared  and  submitted  his  own  testimony  in  support  of  his 
affidavit  of  contest.    No  other  witness  was  produced. 

September  9,  1886,  the  register  and  receiver  rendered  their  decision, 
as  follows : 

At  the  trial  only  one  witness  appeared,  viz  :  the  contestant  himself,  and  we  do  not 
think  his  unsupported  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  a  declaration  of  forfeiture.  We 
are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  said  contest  should  be  dismissed. 

No  appeal  was  taken  by  Fitzgerald  from  this  action  of  the  local  offi- 
cers, but  on  January  7,  1889,  (as  appears  from  your  office  letter  of  April 
12, 1889,  now  before  me,)  the  entry  of  Hetherington  was  canceled  by 
your  office,  "  upon  the  contest  of  John  Fitzgerald." 
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January  14, 1889,  the  caucellation  was  noted  ou  the  records  of  the 
local  office,  and  on  the  same  day  contestant's  attorney  was  notified  by 
registered  letter  of  such  cancellation,  but  no  action  was  taken  thereon 
by  the  contestant  or  his  said  attorney. 

Some  time  prior  to^the  cancellation  of  Hetherington's  entry  (the  exact 
date  nowhere  appearing  of  record),  the  local  officers  received  by  mail 
the  application  of  Betsey  Halvorson  to  enter  said  tract,  under  the 
timber  culture  law.  Her  entry  papers  were  executed  before  a  notary 
public,  and  dated  December  20,  1888. 

On  receipt  of  this  application,  \%  was  immediately  returned  to  her, 
with  a  statement  from  the  register  that  the  land  was  covered  by  the 
entry  of  Hetherington.  Ou  the  2d  of  February,  1889,  which  was  after 
the  cancellation  of  the  Hetherington  entry,  the  same  application  was 
again  received  at  the  local  office.  On  the  same  day  it  was  again  re- 
turned to  the  applicant,  with  the  request  that  she  make  out  new  papers, 
as  forty-three  days  had  elapsed  since  the  applicant  had  made  affidavit 
to  her  qualifications  to  enter  the  land.  This  new  application  was  not 
received  until  February  15th,  same  year.  Both  sets  of  papers  were 
complete  and  regular  in  form  and  the  necessary  fee  accompanied  each 
application. 

On  February  9, 1889,  six  days  prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  new  papers 
of  Halvorson,  Kelley,  the  appellant  herein,  applied  to  make  timber  cult- 
ure entry  of  the  tract  in  question.  This  application  was  rejected  by 
the  register,  because  of  the  prior  rights  of  Halvorson,  as  above  set 
forth.  From  this  ruling  Kelley  appealed  to  the  Commissioner,  who  af- 
firmed the  judgment  of  the  register,  and  he  now  appeals  to  this  Depart- 
ment, claiming  that,  under  the  proceedings  above  set  forth,  he  is  the 
first  legal  applicant  for  the  land,  subsequent  to  the  cancellation  of  the 
entry  of  Hetherington. 

The  application  of  Halvorson,  made  priorto  the  cancellation  of  Heth- 
erington's entry,  was  properly  rejected,  because  the  land  was  then 
covered  by  an  entry  and  her  application  was  not  accompanied  with  an 
affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same.  Drummond  v,  Beeve,  11  L.  D., 
179.  Her  application  of  February  2,  1889,  was  received  when  the  land 
was  subject  to  entry,  because  prior  thereto  (January  14, 18S9),  the  entry 
of  Hetherington  had  been  canceled. 

But  it  is  insisted  by  counsel  for  appellant  that  this  application  should 
have  been  rejected  by  the  register  and  receiver,  because  the  affidavit  as 
to  character  of  the  land  and  qualifications  of  the  applicant  was  made 
more  than  forty  days  prior  to  the  date  of  her  application. 

Had  the  local  officers  rejected  her  application  outright,  and  she  had 
appealed  from  such  rejection,  this  question  would  then  have  been 
properly  before  me  for  consideration.  But  such  was  not  their  action, 
as  presented  by  the  record  in  this  case.  On  receipt  of  her  application 
they,  on  the  same  day,  returned  the  papers  to  her  (for  new  affidavit)  and 
noted  the  same  on  the  tract  books.  This  was  the  status  of  the  case 
when  appellant,  a  wook  later,  applied  to  make  timber  culture  entry. 
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No  rights  of  bis  were  disturbed  by  such  action  of  the  local  officers,  for 
at  that  time  he  had  none  to  prejudice.  Moreover,  when  he  applied  to 
make  entry,  he  was  informed  of  the  application  of  Halrorson  and  the 
action  of  the  register  and  receiver  thereon,  so  that  his  application  was 
*  made  with  fall  knowledge  of  her  equities. 

It  has  been  held  by  this  Department  that  an  ^< application  to  enter  is 
equivalent  to  actual  entry,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  applicant  are  con- 
cerned."   Pfaff  V,  Williams,  et  aZ.,  4  L.  D.,  455. 

While  the  affidavit  of  Halvorson,  accompanying  her  ap])lication,  was 
regarded  by  the  local  officers  as  def^tive  as  to  the  date  when  it  was 
made,  they,  notwithstanding  this  defect,  made  it  of  record,  where  it 
remained  at  the  time  Kelley  applied  to  enter. 

While  counsel  for  appellant  complains  of  the  laches  of  Halvorson, 
they  aie  not  apparent  in  the  record.  It  is  true  that  thirteen  days  in- 
tervened between  the  return  of  her  first  papers  and  the  receipt  of  the 
new  ones  at  the  local  office,  but  how  far  she  resided  from  the  notary 
before  whom  she  executed  the  papers,  or  how  much  time  was  needed 
to  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  register  and  receiver,  does  not  ap- 
pear, hence,  I  cannot  find  that  she  has  been  negligent. 

Fitzgerald,  who  contested  the  entry  of  Hetherington,  not  having  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  dismissing  his  con- 
test, thereby  forfeited  his  right  of  preference.  Bops  v,  Whitcomb,  10 
L.  D.,  584. 

Halvorson,  being  the  first  applicant  to  enter  after  the  cancellation  of 
Hethering ton's  entry  by  the  Commissioner,  should  be  and  is  hereby 
allowed  to  make  entry  of  the  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  rejecting  the  application  of  Kelly  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed. 


SCRIP  LOCATION— CONTIGUITY   OF  TRACTS— RETURN  OF  SCRIP. 

John  Beown. 

Where  au  application  to  locate  scrip  covers  non-contiguons  tracts  and  is  allowed  for 
one  tract,  and  rejected  as  to  the  otber  on  account  of  such  uon-contijiruity,  the  en- 
try allowed  may  be  canceled,  on  request  of  the  applicant,  and  the  scrip  returned, 
if  by  such  action  the  government  sustains  no  loss. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General 

Land  Office,  September  25, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  Brown  from  your  decision  of 
February  19,  1889,  declining  to  cancel  the  entry  for  lot  No.  4  in  Sec.  18, 
T.  63N  .,  K.9  VV.,  Duluth,  Minnesota  land  district,  containing  33.75  acres, 
and  to  return  him  his  "special  certificate  of  location  E.  3",  Valentine 
land  scrip. 

It  appears  from  the  record  and  testimony  in  the  case  that  on  September 
8,  1887,  he  applied  to  locate  said  scrip  on  the  lan<i  above  described  and 
on  lot  No.  1  in  Sec.  13,  T.  63  K,  R.  10  W.  (same  district)  containing 9.75 
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acres  aud  teudered  the  price  of  the  excess  above  forty  acres,  the  amount 
said  scrip  called  for. 

The  local  officers  required  him  to  make  two  separate  applications, 
one  for  each  tract  which  he  did,  and  delivered  the  certificate  of  location 
to  them ;  they  thereapon  accepted  the  application  for  the  tract  first 
described  and  endorsed  the  other  application— '^  Befased  for  the  reason 
that  the  land  applied  for  covers  more  than  one  legal  subdivision,  this 
being  the  second  piece  applied  for— fees  and  excess  tendered'' — and  noti- 
fied him  that  he  could  appeal  from  their  action,  which  he  did,  aud  on 
December  19,  1888,  being  advised,  that  patent  could  not  be  issued  for 
two  non-contiguous  tracts  upon  one  certificate  of  location,  he  filed  ap- 
plication for  the  return  of  his  scrip,  and  on  February  .19, 1889,  your 
predecessor  passed  upon  the  case  and  decided  that  as  '^  there  appears 
no  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  the  issuing  of  title  to  the 
land  in  question,  I  must  decline  to  cancel  said  location  and  return  the 
scrip.'' 

In  March  following  a  motion  for  review  and  reversal  of  said  decision 
was  made  and  the  same  was  overruled,  from  which  decision  as  well  as 
from  the  judgment  of  February  19th  he  appealed. 

The  attorney  who  advised  him  that  he  could  locate  on  both  tracts, 
says  in  his  brief  that  Brown  chose  this  tract  of  land  on  being  informed 
that  he  could  not  have  both  tracts.  This  is  denied  however.  Brown 
in  his  affidavit  says  he  made  application  for  a  location  on  both  tracts 
'^  and  tendered  the  fees  aud  commissions  "  ete.  He  says  he  was  required 
to  make  the  two  separate  applications,  one  for  each  tract,  and — 

^'  My  application  was  to  enter  both  parcels  of  land  with  the  said  scrip 
and  in  case  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  so,  I  would  respectfully  ask  the  re- 
turn of  the  said  piece  of  scrip''  etc. 

The  local  officers  say — »*  Concerning  the  facts  stated  in  his  (Brown's) 
petition  we  would  say  that  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  the  facts  as 
stated  by  him  are  substantially  true,  and  we  recommend  that  his  peti- 
tion be  allowed." 

The  proposition  as  made  was  an  entirety  and  re- writing  it  on  two  pa- 
pers, at  the  request  of  the  local  officers,  did  not  change  its  legal  effect. 

The  government's  agent  can  not  take  this  scrip  and  use  it  in  paying 
for  part  of  the  land  for  which  it  was  offered.  While  there  is  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  a  patent  issuing  for  the  tract  first  described,  there  is  as 
to  the  second,  and  Brown  did  not  propose  to  take  the  one  without  the 
other. 

The  testimony  shows  that  he  has  not  taken  possession  of  the  land  nor 
in  any  way  in  jured  or  interfered  with  it.  This  being  so  the  government 
can  be  placed  where  it  was  when  the  entry  was  made,  and  as  the  local 
officers  have  joined  in  recommending  that  his  petition  be  granted,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  government  does  not  desire  todrive  hard  bargains  with 
its  citizens,  the  petition  of  Brown  will  be  granted,  the  entry  canceled 
and  his  scrip  No.  E.  3,  returned  to  him. 

Your  office  decisions  are  reversed. 
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OKLAHOMA  LAN1>S— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS— TOWNSITE. 

TowNsiTE  OF  Kingfisher  v.  Wood  et  al. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2,  188U,  opening  to  settlement  and  entry  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oklahoma,  as  limited  by  the  third  proviso  of  section  13  of  said  act,  ex- 
pressly prohibit  any  one  from  entering  said  Territory,  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  by 
the  President's  proclamation,  with  the  intention  of  settlement  on  any  part 
thereof. 

No  permission,  or  license  to  be  within  said  Torritory  by  virtue  of  special  employment 
therein,  can  be  granted  as  against  the  express  terms  of  the  statute,  or  used  to 
defeat  the  equal  operation  thereof  and  the  rights  of  others  thereunder ;  aud  one 
who  is  permissibly  within  said  Territory  prior  to  the  opening  thereof,  aud  seeks 
to  take  advantage  of  his  presence  therein  has  ''entered  and  occupied"  the  same  in 
violation  of  the  statute,  aud  is  accordingly  disqualified  to  enter  any  of  said  lands, 
or  acquire  any  right  thereto. 

An  actual  settlement,  followed  by  residence  and  improvement,  confers  a  right  of  home- 
stead that  attaches  from  date  of  settlement,  and  such  right  is  not  impaired  by  the 
subsequent  occupation  of  the  land  by  towusite  settlers  on  the  day  of  such  settle- 
ment. 

A  settlement  not  made  in  good  faith  for  homestead  purposes,  but  with  a  view  to  specu- 
lation, does  not  confer  any  rights  uuder  the  homesttad  law. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  October 

1,  1890. 

The  controversy  in  this  case  involves  the  title  to  the  N.  ^  of  Sec.  16, 
T.  16  N.,  R.  7  W.,  King&sher,  Oklahoma.  The  record  shows  that  on 
April  23,  1889,  John  H.  Wood  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NE.  J  and 
William  D.  Fossett  for  the  N  W.  J  of  said  section ;  aud  on  May  4,  1889, 
the  occupants  of  the  townsite  of  Kingfisher,  by  its  mayor  and  others, 
made  application  at  the  local  office  to  enter  said  tract  for  townsite 
purposes. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  by  your  office  to  determine  when  said  land 
was  actually  selected  and  occupied  as  a  townsite. 

The  trial  began  July  25, 1889,  was  continued  from  time  to  time,  and 
completed  August  17,  following. 

Upon  the  evidence  submitted,  the  register  and  receiver  recommended 
the  allowance  of  the  townsite  application,  and  the  cancellation  of  the 
entries  of  Fossett  and  Wood.  From  this  judgment  they  prosecuted 
separate  appeals  to  your  office,  and,  on  March  6,  1890,  the  judgment 
appealed  from  was  reversed,  the  entries  held  intact  and  the  townsite 
application  rejected. 

The  townsite  applicants,  in  due  time,  tiled  a  motion  for  review,  which 
upon  due  consideration,  on  May  5,  1890,  you  overruled.  The  townsite 
applicants  have  appealed  from  your  judgment  to  the  Department. 

Pending  the  appeal,  the  mayor  of  the  city  transmitted  a  petition  to 
your  office,  asking  its  dismissal;  but  protests  against  such  dismissal 
were  also  filed  by  parties  claiming  lots  as  occupants  of  said  townsite* 
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The  appeal  and  protests  being  of  record,  each  will  receive  considera- 
tion. 

There  is  practically  little,  if  any,  ground  for  controversy  about  the 
facts,  either  as  found  by  the  local  office,  or  by  yourself.  They  may 
fairly  be  resolved  into  the  following  statements : 

First :  Fossett,  at  the  time  of  making  his  homestead  entry,  was  a 
legally  qualified  homesteader. 

Second :  He  settled  upon  the  said  N  W.  ^  on  April  22, 1889,  and  prior 
to  the  time  that  a  townsite  was  actually  taken 

Third :  Wood  was  within  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  in  charge  of  the 
military  transportation  train  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  in  controversy 
at  the  time  the  territory  was  opened  for  settlement  by  the  President's 
proclamation ;  but  otherwise  possessed  the  qualifications  of  a  home- 
steader. 

Fourth :  Wood  settled  upon  the  said  NB.  J  April  22,  1889,  and  prior 
to  the  time  that  the  townsite  was  actually  taken. 

Fifth :  Prior  to  the  time  entries  were  made  at  the  land  office,  and  on 
the  same  day  that  Fossett  and  Wood  settled  upon  these  respective  tracts^ 
both  quarter  sections  were  occupied  by  townsite  applicants  for  pur- 
poses of  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  lands  surveyed  into  lots,  blocks, 
streets  and  alleys  for  townsite  purposes. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  there  can  be  no  doabt  that  these  entrymen 
would  prevail  over  the  townsite  occupants,  unless  prohibited  under  the 
act  of  Congress  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President  opening  the  ter- 
ritory. They  were  first  on  the  ground,  and  this  prior  occupancy  would 
have  been  notice,  other  things  being  equal,  that  the  land  had  been 
legally  appropriated  and  no  longer  subject  to  entry  for  townsite  pur- 
poses. 

First  as  to  the  rights  of  Mr.  Wood.  Great  stress  is  laid  by  his  coun- 
sel upon  the  fact  that  he  was  lawfully  in  the  territory,  in  the  govern- 
ment service,  at  and  prior  to  the  time  said  lands  were  opened  to  settle- 
ment, and  that  therefore  no  legal  objection  to  his  availing  himself  of 
the  benefits  of  the  homestead  law  for  the  tract  claimed  bv  him  existed. 
In  this  connection,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  act  of  Congress  mak- 
ing the  "  Territory  of  Oklahoma"  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  opening  the  same  for  settlement. 

Congress,  by  sections  12  and  13  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  In- 
dian tribes,"  approved  March  2, 1889  (25  Stats.,  1004),  provided  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Seminole  Indian  title  in  and  to  certain  lauds  ceded 
by  Article  III  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  said  nation 
of  Indians,  concluded  June  14,  1866,  and  proclaimed  August  16,  same 
year,  and  upon  survey  ascertained  to  contain  2,037,414.62  acres.  Sec- 
tion 13  provided,  that "  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States  under  said 
agreement  shall  be  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  to  be  disposed  of  only 
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as  herein  provided  ; "  that  of  the  lands  sections  16  and  30  were  reserved 
for  school  purposes ;  that  the  remainder  of  the  lands  shoald  be  disposed 
of  to  actual  settlers  under  the  homestead  laws  only,  except  as  therein 
otherwise  provided,  except  that  section  two  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  one  of  the  Revised  Statutes  should  not  apply.  This  section,  also, 
after  providing  that  entries  should  be  substantially  in  square  form,  and 
that  no  person  should  enter  more  than  one  quarter  section,  used  the 
following  language :  ^'But  until  said  lands  are  opened  for  settlement 
by  proclamation  of  the  President,  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  enter 
upon  and  occupy  the  same ;  and  no  person  violating  this  provision  shall 
ever  be  permitted  to  enter  any  of  said  lands  or  acquire  any  right  thereto." 
The  section  also  provided  for  entry  of  townsites. 

The  history  of  these  lands  and  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
act  was  passed  should  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  language 
employed  to  arrive  at  a  fair  construction  and  a  just  determination  of 
the  legislative  will. 

The  land  had  been  an  Indian  reservation  and  ceded  by  the  Indians 

■ 

under  the  treaty  of  1866.  Provision  for  the  payment  therefor  by  the 
government  was  made  in  the  legislation  above  quoted.  As  long  as  it 
was  an  Indian  reservation,  it  was  not  subject  to  the  intrusion  of  white 
men.  Yet  repeated  attempts  had  been  made  to  take  possession  of  and 
settle  thereon.  The  military  force  of  the  United  States  had  been  re- 
quired to  protect  the  domain  from  illegal  seizure.  The  whole  tract  was 
from  the  beginning  of  these  attempts  obviously  insufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  great  number  of  persons  seeking  to  settle  there,  and 
the  quality  of  the  soil  varying  greatly,  each  one  was  desirous  to  obtain 
the  best.  To  the  ordinary  desire  for  homes  was  added  a  fever  of  specu- 
lation. Townsite  locations  were  sought  for  with  extraordinary  avidity, 
not  only  by  those  bent  truly  upon  trade  and  commerce,  but  by  many  a 
pretended  cultivator  of  the  soil.  On  the  first  day  of  July,  1884,  Presi- 
dent Arthur  issued  his  proclamation,  reciting  that  certain  persons  had 
set  on  foot  preparations  for  the  organized  and  forcible  possession  of  the 
Oklahoma  lands,  which  were  recognized  ''  as  Indian  country,  and,  as 
such,  subject  to  occupation  by  Indian  tribes  only."  He  recited  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  provided  for  the  removal  of  persons  residing 
or  found  thereon  without  permission  of  the  Indian  Department,  and 
proceeded  to  admonish  and  warn  all  persons  intending  or  preparing  to 
remove  on  said  lands,  or  into  said  territory,  against  any  attempt  so  to 
do,  and  to  notify  any  and  all  such  persons  who  should  so  offend  that 
they  would  be  speedily  and  immediately  removed  therefrom  by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Interior  Department,  and,  if  necessary,  by  the 
aid  and  assistance  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

The  state  of  affairs  described  continued  up  to  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  March  2,  1889.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  the 
President,  on  the  23rd  day  of  March,  1889,  issued  his  proclamation.  It 
mentioned  the  cession  by  the  Indians,  and  recited  in  full  said  section 
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13.  It  declared  and  made  known  that  the  lands  (which  were  particu- 
larly described) 

will,  at  aud  after  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  of  the  twenty-second  day  of 
April  next,  and  not  before,  be  opened  for  settlement  under  the  terms  of  and  subject 
to  all  the  conditions,  limitations,  and  restrictions  contained  in  said  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  appliable  thereto ; 

and  it  farther  gave  express  warning, 

that  no  person  entering  npon  and  occupying  said  lands  before  said  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock,  noon,  of  the  twenty-second  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  hereinbefore  tixed,  will  ever  be  permitted  to  enter  any  of  said  lands 
or  acquire  any  rghts  thereto,  and  the  officers  of  the  Unit'Cd  States  will  be  required  to 
strictly  enforce  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  above  effect. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  proclamation  qiiotes  the  law  aud  that  the 
warning  is  given  in  the  exact  terms  of  the  statute. 

While  the  act  was  pending  in  Congress  and  in  anticipation  of  its 
passage,  the  excitement  about  Oklahoma  greatly  increased.  Great 
numbers  of  persons  approached  the  territory  on  all  sides,  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  rush  in  at  noon  of  the  appointed  day.  The  military  force  of 
the  United  States  had  to  be  used  as  a  patrol  and  guard  on  the  borders 
to  hold  back  the  pressing  multitude.  The  firing  of  cannon  at  different 
points  was  agreed  upon  as  signal  that  the  hour  of  legal  entry  had  ar- 
rived. Families  in  wagons,  individuals  on  horseback,  many  a  foot,  aud 
all  in  tense  anticipation  of  the  start,  fringed  long  distances  of  the  ter- 
ritorial borders.  Some  arranged  to  enter  by  the  railroads.  Many  fleet 
horses  were  brought  into  requisition  that  their  owners  might  outstrip 
their  fellows  in  the  race  for  lands  and  lots.  But  in  all  this  multitude, 
coming  from  all  quarters  of  our  country,  the  north  and  south,  east  and 
west,  and  composed  of  as  strong  characters  and  varied  dispositions  as 
weie  ever  before  assembled,  there  was  one  marked  and  most  estimable 
trait  displayed — an  obedience  to  law  and  authority.  In  the  campB,  that 
were  formed  awaiting  the  "opening,"  in  the  inclement  weather,  under 
the  strain  of  great  excitement,  and  with  a  knowledge  that  the  small 
military  force  stretched  out  over  these  long  lines  might  be  easily  evaded  ^ 
there  was  among  these  citizens  a  complete  confidence  in  and  "reliance 
upon  the  strength  and  fairness  of  the  government  to  protect  them  from 
imposition  and  fraud,  if  they,  themselves,  would  do  right. 

But  there  were  others  not  so  disposed.  There  were  men  there  who, 
upon  one  pretence  and  another — one  necessity  or  another — had  been 
admitted  within  the  border.  The  railroads  required  men  to  preserve 
the  track  and  to  run  the  trains;  the  military  wagons  were  handled  by 
civilians  engaged  for  the  purpose;  there  were  the  registers  and  receiv- 
ers of  the  land  offices,  with  their  clerks,  there  were  the  United  States 
marshals  and  their  deputies;  and  there  were  many  others  that  had 
evaded  the  troops  and  crept  into  the  domain  without  pretence  of  right. 
Many,  in  each  of  these  classes,  that  were  in  the  territory  sooner  than  the 
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law  allowed  for  aacli  designs  of  settlement,  nevertheless  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  their  situation  and  anticipate  and  defeat  the  multi- 
tude on  t^e  borders.  Their  chief  purpose  was  to  get  a  quarter  section 
or  a  town  lot,  and  if  they  had  an  apparently  special  occupation  there, 
the  real  cause  of  their  presence  was  to  get  land.  Many  then,  and  more 
since,  have  avowed  their  position.  They  argued  "  True,  it  may  be,  that 
until  said  lands  are  opened  to  settlement  by  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  and  occupy  the  same ;  but 
we  do  not  intend  to  enter  or  occupy  any  land  until  then;  we  are  here, 
within  the  territory,  but  we  are  not  entering  and  occupying  any  tract 
in  particular  just  now ;  one  may  be  standing  on  the  north-east  quarter 
of  3  section  before  noon,  but,  if  he  does  not  step  upon  the  north-west 
quarter  until  after  the  signal,  this  north-west  quarter  he  may  keep,  be- 
cause he  will  not  have  occupied  and  entered  thatj  until  after  the  ap- 
pointed time;  the  words  of  the  law  are  technical,  and  even  if  the  claim- 
ant is  in  the  territory  before  noon,  if  he  does  not  then  claim  the  particu- 
lar tract  he  has  his  eye  on,  and  will  seize  immediately  thereafter,  he  can 
hold  it."  Those  in  by  stealth  maintained  this  position  without  qnalifi 
cation;  those  in  permissibly  said,  the  point  of  entry  being  passed,  they 
could  entertain  what  purposes  as  to  settlement  they  chose,  without 
being  affected  by  the  statute.  The  citizens  outside  were  deemed  simply 
unfortunate  not  to  have  been  selected  for  special  duty,  or  very  cowardly 
not  to  catch  the  nearest  way. 

The  law  was  directly  and  forcibly  construed  to  the  contrary  from  the 
beginning.  The  presence  of  the  military  guard,  that  by  order  of  the 
President  appeared  immediately  after  his  proclamation ;  the  advent  of 
the  United  States  marshal,  with  numerous  assistants,  instructed  to 
keep  the  peace  in  connection  with  the  military  force ;  the  very  permits 
to  enter  the  territory,  which  so  many  ot  these  persons  in  the  territory 
solicited  or  accepted,  and  thereby  acknowledged  to  be  requisite ;  the 
admirable  obedience  of  the  great  mass  of  citizens,  who  good-humoredly 
waited  for  the  word  of  permission  from  the  constituted  authorities; — 
these  and  many  other  acts  of  authority  on  the  one  hand,  and  self-denial 
on  the  other,  at  the  very  time,  gave  a  construction  to  the  law  that  was 
reasonable  and  just,  and  by  which  all  persons  equally  were  forbidden 
to  enter  upon  and  occupy  the  territory  described  in  the  law  and  procla- 
mation before  the  appointed  hour,  for  the  purpose  in  whole  or  in  part 
of  claiming  any  part  thereof  for  settlement. 

The  evident  intention  of  Congress  was  to  give  to  all  persons  desiring 
homes  in  Oklahoma  an  equal  chance  to  obtain  them.  The  territory 
was  opened  for  homestead  settlement  to  any  qualified  homesteader, 
but  under  the  same  conditions.  Ko  partiality  was  intended  to  be  shown 
to  any  individual  or  class  of  individuals.  Those  who  had  been  endeav- 
oring for  years  to  enter  upon  and  occupy**  Oklahoma"  were  confronted 
by  the  authorty  of  government.  The  statute  meant  to  lay  a  heavy 
hand  on  any  one  who  persisted  in  the  unlawful  purpose  of  entering 
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upon  or  occupying  this  territory  for  settlement.  The  law  was  meant  to 
be  superior  to  the  spirit  of  agression  so  long  prevalent: — the  spirit  that 
had  gathered  those  bands  about  this  Indian  reservation,  whose  avowed 
purpose  was  to  enter  upon  and  occupy  it,  not  under  the  land  laws  of 
the  United  States,  nor  by  any  law,  but  that  of  the  armed  hand,  and  to 
conform  to  no  statute  or  treaty  until  future  necessity  might  compel. 
The  evil  was  apparent.  The  law  was  meant  to  meet  it.  It  condemned 
the  purpose,  and  intended  to  render  it  fruitless. 

The  words  **  enter  upon  and  occupy "  are  used  in  their  ordinary 
acceptation.  *' Enter "  means  to  come  or  go  into;  and  "occupy"  to 
take  in  possession,  or  to  fill  up.  The  language  carefully  avoids  the 
technical  expressions  of  the  homestead  laws,  under  which  titles  are  to 
be  obtained.  In  them,  to  "  enter  "  lands,  means  to  make  that  particular 
declaration  in  writing  at  the  land  office  that  is  called  an  "  entry."  It 
is  a  formal  proceeding  and  somewhat  technical.  In  such  connection, 
the  word  "  upon  "  is  not  used  or  appropriate.  It  is  one  thing  to  "  enter  " 
a  piece  of  land,  and  a  wholly  different  act  to  "  enter  upon  "  a  great 
domain  like  Oklahoma.  Evidently  the  latter  expression  was  used  to 
prevent  the  people  from  coming  into  the  lands — the  territory — and  can- 
not reasonably  be  restricted  to  a  technical  "  entry  "  of  a  specific  tract. 
So  also  as  to  the  word  "  occupy."  These  lands  were  formerly  occupied 
by  Indians ;  yet  the  individuals  of  the  tribe  did  not  have  staked  off 
separate  holdings.  One  occupies  a  certain  space  when  he  excludes  for 
the  time  being-auother  therefrom.  It  does  not  require  that  he  should 
continue  in  the  same  place  to  say  he  occupies  a  certain  tract,  whether  a 
quarter  section  or  a  territor3\  This  depends  upon  his  purpose  and  his 
ability. 

The  language  of  the  law  was  broad  as  it  could  be  made,  prohibiting 
any  one  from  entering  upon  the  lands  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
same.  The  end  sought  by  the  people  was  settlemmt  Tliis  it  was  that 
would  produce  title;  convert  the  public  domain  into  private  property. 
The  statute's  chief  purpose  was  to  regulate  settlement.  Each  act  of 
the  individual  was  induced  by  his  desire  to  make  settlement  of  a  par- 
ticular piece  of  land,  and  the  statute  declared  that  for  this  purpose  no 
one  should  enter  upon  or  occupy  these  lands — this  territory — until  they 
are  opened  for  such  ^^ settlements^  by  proclamation  of  the  President.  It 
matters  not  whether  it  is  read  in  the  conjunctive  or  disjunctive ;  whether 
it  is  to  be  read  as  saying  *'  enter  upon  and  occupy  "  or  "  enter  upon  or 
occupy ; "  the  evident  purpose  of  the  law  was  to  prohibit  one  or  another 
entering  the  territory  before  the  proclaimed  hour,  with  a  view  and  pur- 
pose of  settlemetit  of  any  part  thereof  .  No  one  could  be  there,  legally 
with  such  purpose,  in  whole  or  in  part.  Whether  there  before  the  time 
by  some  permit  or  without  it,  the  one  who  then  entertained  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a  settlement  and  to  use  the  advantage  which  his  presence 
gave,  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  was  violating  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and 
it  destroyed  his  claim  when  attempted.    If  he  had  declared  it  before,  he 
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should  have  beeu  expelled;  if  he  exhibited  sach  pre-conceived  purpose 
by  his  subsequent  acts,  he  not  only  could  not  lawfully  claim  any  par- 
ticular tract,  but  forfeited  all  right  to  future  acquisition.  Any  special 
license  to  be  present  must  have  been  for  another  and  entirely  different 
purpose.  No  license  could  be  granted  against  the  statute,  and  no  one 
could  successfully  pervert  his  license  or  special  employment  to  defeat 
the  equal  and  just  operation  of  the  statute  upon  all  alike.  The  permit 
was  exhausted  in  protecting  its  possessor;  it  could  not  be  used  as  a 
weapon  against  others.  The  moment  the  possessor  of  such  special 
privilege  formed  his  purpose  to  take  advantage  of  his  position  for  the 
selection  and  seizure  of  a  tract  of  land,  his  license  was  valueless,  and 
he  became  a  trespasser  from  that  moment.  To  hold  that  the  few  with 
permits,  or  especially  engaged  within  the  limits  of  these  lands  any  more 
than  those  there  without  license,  could  pick  out  their  claims  in  advance 
of  the  hour  of  opnining,  and  pounce  upon  them  at  the  very  moment  the 
signal  was  given  to  the  others  to  start  on  their  long  race,  would  be  to 
support  pretension  and  favoritism  and  punish  honorable  obedience  to 
authority.  It  is  neither  the  law  nor  the  equity  of  the  case,  and  will  not 
be  allowed.  He,  who,  being  within  these  lands  by  special  authority  as 
deputy,  train-hand,  wagon-master,  or  other,  had  the  purpose  to  Jump 
upon  a  particular  tract,  and  who  gave  the  evidence  of  his  prior  intent 
by  his  conduct  immediately  thereafter,  violated  the  statute.  Such  per- 
sons had  entered  upon  and  occupied  this  territory  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement — befoie  the  hour  fixed  in  the  proclamation — whatever  license 
they  may  hold  up  or  self-indulgent  and  self-deceiving  pretext  they  may 
now  present.  They  were  not  licensed  or  employed  thus  to  defeat  the  law 
and  injure  their  neighbors. 

Both  classes  were  prohibited  from  acquiring  rights  to  these  lands: 
those  who  were,  in  the  territory  at  and  before  the  hour  designated  in 
the  proclamation  without  pretense  or  special  license ;  and  those  who 
were  there  by  special  authority,  or  for  a  special  purpose,  but  attempted 
to  pervert  their  presence  to  secure  claims  before  others  held  on  the  bor- 
ders could  arrive,  even  from  the  most  distant  parts  thereof. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  think  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
that  a  man  who  happened  to  be  legally  iii  the  territory,  but  did  not  use 
his  position  to  his  own  advantage,  or  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  should  be  forever  prohibited  from  acquiring  any  rights  in  the 
territory.  Each  case  must  be  determined  upon  its  own  merits  and  evi- 
dence: but  it  may  be  said  generally,  that  the  presence  in  the  territory 
before  the  opening,  under  the  proclamation,  and  the  actual  seitlemeut 
and  entry  at  the  land  office  must  be  so  widely  and  obviously  separated 
in  every  detail  and  circumstance  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  reason- 
ably conclude  that  the  one  was  the  result  of  the  other,  or  in  any  wise 
dependent  upon  it. 

I  think  it  clearly  appears  that  Mr.  Wood,  though  permissibly  in  the 
territory,  in  charge  of  the  military  transportation  train,  took  advantage 
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of  his  position  to  seize  upon  the  land  In  controversy,  in  anticipation  of 
the  advent  of  those  who  had  been  held  back.  The  Kingfisher  land  office 
wa8  already  located  on  the  nortli  half  of  the  section,  the  north-east 
quarter  of  which  Wood  claims,  and  it  was  then  generally  recognized 
that  there  would  be  a  town  located  on  this  part  of  the  section,  as  it 
8iuce  has  been.  Mr.  Wood  had  been  in  Oklahoma  some  years;  his 
home  was  near  the  military  reservation,  near  Oklahoma  City.  He  left 
Oklahoma  April  16th,  in  charge  of  military  transportation,  and  arrived 
at  Guthrie  April  19th.  He  then  started  with  the  train  to  a  point  at  or 
near  Kingfisher,  and  arrived  on  the  evening  of  April  20th,  and  was 
hauling  wood  and  working  there  nntil  noon  April  22nd,  a  mile  east 
and  somewhat  north  of  Kingfisher  United  States  land  office.  He  was 
seen  digging  ui>on  the  quarter  section  he  now  claims  in  seven  minutes 
and  a  half  after  the  signal  for  the  opening.  He  was  in  advance  of  any- 
one else.  It  was  his  previous  presence  undoubtedly  that  gained  for 
him  the  advantage  he  now  rests  his  claim. to  title  upon. 

Under  the  construction  of  the  law  herein  given,  Mr.  Wood  cannot  be 
allowed  to  do  this.  He  had  entered  upon  and  was  occupying  the  terri- 
tory tor  settlement.  His  engagement  as  wagoner,  and  his  train,  had 
bfcuine  mere  instruments  and  means  b}"  which  he  intended  to  secure,  in 
an  unjust  way,  a  most  valuable  quarter  section  of  land,  before  the  others 
arrived.    This  he  was  disqualified  to  do,  and  his  entry  must  be  canceled. 

In  considering  the  case  of  Fossett,  as  he  was  the  first  settler  upon 
the  land,  and  his  settlement  was  followed  by  residence  and  improve- 
ment, whatever  rights  he  may  have  acquired  were  properly  held  by 
your  office  to  have  attached  at  the  time  of  his  actual  settlement,  and 
not  on  the  following  day,  when  he.made  hi8  claim  of  record  at  the  local 
oflice.  His  rights  cannot,  therefore,  be  impaired  by  the  subsequent 
occupation,  on  the  same  day,  of  the  laud  embraced  in  his  entry  by  the 
townsite  settlers,  and  had  not  the  integrity  of  his  entry  been  impeached 
by  said  protest,  it  is  clear,  that  as  found  by  your  office,  the  same  should 
remain  intact. 

I  find,  however,  among  the  papers  before  me,  an  affidavit  made  July 
23d,  1890,  by  J.  P.  Barnard,  one  of  the  said  protestants  against  the 
withdrawal  of  the  appeal  here,  which  charges  collusion  between  one 
Jillett  (Fossett's  attorney)  the  '^said  Fossett,  and  said  mayor  and 
council,  and  a  few  of  the  occupants  of  said  quarter-section,"  and 
to  which  is  annexed  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  certified  copy  of  an 
agreement,  made  May  5th,  1890,  by  Fossett's  said  attorney  and  the 
^4ownsite  occupants  and  inhabitants,"  upon  the  said  north-west  quarter, 
to  the  effect  that  the  lots  occupied  by  said  parties  would,  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  Fossett's  entry,  for  a  specified  price,  be  conveyed  to  him,  '*in 
case  no  appeal  is  taken  "  from  the  action  of  your  office. 

This  introduces  a  new  element  into  the  case,  indicating  that  Fossett 
did  not  make  his  settlement  in  good  faith  for  homestead  purposes,  but 
for  speculation,  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  the  subject  of 
2497— No.  11 22 
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inqairy,  to  the  end  that  the  validity  of  his  entry  may  be  properly  deter- 
mined. You  will  accordingly  direct  that  a  hearing  be  had,  at  which 
testimony  will  be  taken  for  the  parpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not ' 
he  has  made  or  authorizt^d  any  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  whether  he  made  the  entry  for  speculative  purposes 
or  in  good  faith  as  a  homesteader.  Should  it  be  satisfactorily  shown 
that  Fossett  has  made,  or  authorize<l  any  such  agreement,  or  that  his 
entry  was  speculative,  then  his  entry  must  be  canceled,  otherwise  it 
will  stand  subject  to  his  compliance  with  tbe  law. 

You  are  further  directed  to  give  notice  of  this  decision  to  the  parties 
and  also  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  townsit e,  who  have  been  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1890,  in  order  that  they  may  appear 
as  parties  to  this  proceeding. 

The  said  townsite  application  for  said  northwest  quarter  will,  pending 
the  investigation  so  ordered,  stand  suspended.  The  decision  appealed 
from  is  modified  accordingly. 

The  proof  submitted  June  12, 1890,  by  Fossett  in  commutation  of  his 
entry,  and  which  is  forwarded  by  your  office  letter  of  July  30,  1890, 
with  the  accompanying  papers  relating  to  the  proceedings  upon  a  pro- 
test by  the  townsite  occupants  against  said  proof,  wherein  it  is  also 
alleged,  inter  alia,  that  Fossett  has  agreed  to  sell  a  number  of  lots  in 
said  northwest  quarter  upon  the  completion  of  his  entry,  is  returned  for 
appropriate  action  by  your  office,  after  the  hearing  ordered  is  had  and 
the  matter  determined. 


PRE-EMPTION  FINAL  PROOF—MINING  CLAIM— MILL  SITE. 

SiEBBA  Grande  Mining  Co.  v.  Orawfobd. 

A  pre-emptor  who  elects,  iu  the  presence  of  an  adverse  claim,  to  make  final  proof 
must  abide  tbe  rasnlt  thereof,  and  submit  to  an  order  of  cancellation  in  the  event 
that  said  proof  fails  to  show  compliance  with  law. 

The  use  and  occupancy  of  land  for  tbe  maintenance  of  pnmping  works  necessary  to 
thd  operation  of  a  lode  mine  is  snch  a  use  as  will  authorize  entry  of  the  land  as 
a  mill  site. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Ijand-Office^ 

September  18,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Sierra  Mining  Company,  claimant 
for  Sierra  Grande  Mill  Site  No.  2,  lot  No.  532  B  against  James  Crawford 
claimant  under  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  No.  2102  on  appeal 
by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  May  2,  1889,  rejecting  its  applica- 
tion for  patent  No.  272,  embracing  "  Annie  P."  lode  and  the  Sierra 
Grande  mill  site,  and  holding  the  same  for  cancellation  to  the  extent 
of  said  mill  site  portion,  and  allowing  the  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment of  Crawford  to  stand,  subject  to  his  future  compliance  with  the 
law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  improvement. 
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The  facts  are  as  follows :  James  Crawford  file>l  preemption  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  NB.  J  of  NW.  J,  N.  i  of  NB.  i  of  Sec.  14,  and 
SB.  i  of  SB.  i  of  Sec.  11  in  T.  18  S.,  R.  7  VV.,  N.  M.  M.  Las  Graces  N.  M. 
laod  district,  on  April  8,  1885  (not  on  March  8  as  stated  by  you),  al- 
leging settlement  March  1st  of  same  year. 

On  March  24, 1885,  the  Sierra  Grande  Mining  Company  located  the 
said  mill  site  No.  2,  containing  4.9  acres  survey  ^^  No.  532  A.''  situated 
in  the  SB.  :J:of  SB.  J  Sec.  11  same  town  and  range  in  connection  with 
the  ^^  Annie  P"  lode  claim,  located  by  said  company  in  sections  20  and 
29  same  township  and  range.  On  July  3,  1885,  said  company  filed  ap- 
plication for  patent  for  the  '<  Annie  F"  lode  claim  and  said  mill  site 
No.  2. 

On  September  1,  1885,  James  Crawford  filed  protest  against  said  ap- 
plication for  patent  alleging  his  prior  settlement  as  to  said  mill  site, 
and  asking  that  the  issuance  of  patent  be  stayed  until  his  right  to  the 
SE.  i  of  SB.  ^  of  said  section  II  shall  have  been  determined.  On  the 
15th  of  same  mouth  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  oiler  final  proof  on  his 
declaratory  statement  on  November  2d  following,  and  on  October  29th 
the  said  mining  company  filed  protest  against  said  declaratory  state- 
ment, accompanying  the  same  by  affidavits  and  exhibits,  relating  to  its 
mill  site  claim. 

On  November  2,  1885,  final  proof  was  offered  by  Crawford  (on  usuaL 
blank  forms)  and  the  hearing  of  the  said  protest  of  said  company 
and  the  taking  of  further  proof,  and  proof  as  to  said  mill  site  claim  was 
ontinaed  until  March  5,  1886,  and  on  January  18th  following  said  con- 
tinnaiice,  said  company  filed  a  contest  against  said  declaratory  state- 
ment of  Orawford,  as  to  the  several  tracts  covered  thereby,  and  on 
January  25th  Crawford  was  served  personally  with  notice  thereof  and 
that  the  charge  alleged  in  said  contest  was  ^'  fraud  and  non-compli- 
ance with  law." 

On  March  5, 1886,  the  parties  appeared  with  witnesses  and  counsel 
and  testimony  relating  to  the  several  matters  in  issue  (and  covering  650 
pages)  was  taken,  and  the  local  officers  upon  consideration  of  the  record 
and  testimony,  found  that  the  entryman,  Crawford,  had  wholly  failed 
by  acts  of  settlement,  residence  or  improvement  to  comply  with  the 
law,  or  manifest  good  faith  and  they  recommend  his  entry  for  can- 
cellation, and  further  that  the  mill  site  No.  2  be  passed  to  patent,  from 
which  said  decision  Crawford  appealed  to  your  office,  and  on  May  2, 
1889,  you  passed  upon  said  case  and  found  from  the  testimony  substan- 
tially the  laches  referred  to  by  the  local  officers,  and  that  the  facts 
proven  "  are  not  such  as  entitle  Crawford  to  make  payment  and  entry," 
but  you  do  not  think  that  fraud  or  biul  faith  is  proven,  and  as  Crawford 
had  been  in  this  country  only  six  months  and  had  testified  that  he 
thought  he  was  making  a  sufficient  compliance  with  law,  yon  held  his 
filing  subject  to  his  future  compliance  with  law  in  the  niatti*r  of  resi- 
dence aud  improvement,  and  coming  to  the  consideration  of  the  claim 
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of  Siorra  Grande  Mining  Company  on  its  application  for  patent  No.  272, 
ombracing  the  <' Annie  P."  lode  and  the  Sierra  Grande  Mill  site  No.  2, 
joii  found  that — '^  There  appears  no  use  or  occupation  of  the  mill  site 
tract  as  contemplated  by  the  statutes,  section  2337  R.  S.  The  mill  site 
is  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  water,  through  pipes  to  the 
company's  claims,  the  ^  Annie  P.'  ainl  others.  This  does  not  satisfy  the 
statutes.  Case  of  Charles  Lenuiitg  (5  L.  D.,  190);  Cyprus  Mill  Site  (6 
,L.  D.,  700)"  and  rejected  the  application  for  patent  and  held  it  for 
cancellation  to  the  extent  of  said  mill  site  portion.  From  this  decision 
the  snid  company  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  tract  in  controversy  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Texas  Pacific 
Eailroad  Company  by  act  of  March  3,  1871,  but  by  act  of  February  28, 
1885,  the  grant  was  forfeited  and  the  land  restored  to  the  public  donaain, 
subject  to  disposal  under  the  general  laws  of  the  United  Stares.  Notice 
of  this  restoration  was  given  by  publication  on  March  25,  1885. 

I  shall  consider  first  the  claim  of  Crawford  : 

The  testimony  in  relation  to  his  preemption  filing  shows  the  follow- 
ing state  of  facts:  He  had  been  in  this  country  about  six  months  prior 
to  ^larch  4,  1883,  and  had  lived  with  his  half  brother,  Thomas  Inglis, 
adjoining  Sec.  14,  and  on  said  day  he  purchased  of  one  Foster  Cain  his 
interests  in  the  E.  i  of  NW,  J  and  W.  i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  14  in  said 
township  and  range  with  the  improvements  thereon — spaying  $50  con- 
sideration, and  taking  a  quit  claim  deed  therefor.  The  improvements 
consisted  of  a  box-house,  a  well,  two  acres  of  breaking  and  an  uncer- 
tain interest  in  some  line  fence.  The  house  was  twelve  by  fourteen  feet. 
It  had  a  shingle  roof,  dirt  floor,  one  door,  but  no  window  and  do  fire- 
place or  chimney ;  the  well  was  sixteen  feet  deep;  the  breaking  had 
not  been  cultivated  for  several  years,  and  the  fence  was  in  poor  coDdi- 
tion  and  claimed  by  Inglis.  On  March  5,  (not  March  1st  as  stated), 
Cain  gave  possession  of  the  premises  ^  he  left  in  the  house  an  old  wire 
bed  spring  and  some  empty  boxes,  but  carried  away  from  the  well  the 
windlass,  rope  and  bucket.  Crawford,  on  taking  possession,  by  way  of 
repairs,  leveled  the  dirt  floor  of  the  house  a  little,  covered  up  the  well 
to  keep  his  cattle  and  those  of  Inglis  from  falling  into  it,  set  a  few  posts 
in  the  fence  where  they  were  down,  straightened  up  the  wires  and  drove 
a  few  staples.  These  are  substantially  all  the  improvements  that  he 
claims  to  have  made  on  the  laud  and  constitute  his  acts  of  settlement. 

In  the  matter  of  cultivation,  he  says  that  he  re-plowed  and  sowed 
corn  on  the  broken  ground,  but  never  cultivated  it,  and  gathered  no 
'  grain  from  it;  it  was  uninclosed,  and  the  cattle,  that  ran  at  large  upon 
it  destroyed  the  crop  as  it  came  up.  In  the  matter  of  residenae,  the 
testimony  as  to  his  sleeping  in  the  house  is  conflicting,  but  the  pre- 
ponderance shows  that  he  only  went  to  the  house  to  sleep  occasionally, 
generally  taking  some  one  with  him,  who  would  be  convenient  a8  a 
witness  to  testify  that  he  had  slept  in  the  house.  The  carpenter  who 
worked  at  Inglis'  house,  making  repairs  during  a  large  part  of  May  and 
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Jane  1885,  says  that  Crawford  lived  there,  sleeping,  eating  and  con- 
ducting  hiaiHelf  as  one  of  the  family.  Crawford  testifies  that  on  some 
Sundays  he  took  milk  from  IngliB  and  cold  provisions,  and  went  to  the 
land  and  ate  in  the  hoase,  that  he  kept  some  canned  meats,  etc.,  there. 
He  says  he  built  one  fire  in  the  house,  soon  after  he  took  possession, 
for  the  purpose  of  drying  the  floor  and  burning  up  the  rubbish  and 
sbavin^rs  that  Cain  had  left,  but  this  is  the  only  time  that  he  ever  built 
a  fire  in  or  about  the  house.  He  had  no  facilities  for  cooking,  no  stove 
or  cooking  utensils,  no  table  or  dishes,  in  fact  no  appliances  for  house- 
keeping. He  claims  to  have  kept  his  trunk  and  clothing  at  this  house, 
but  on  April  2,  when  he  wished  to  show  his  deed  to  the  surveyor  thej- 
went  to  luglis'  house  and  he  there  took  it  out  of  his  trunk.  The  neigh- 
bors who  visited  Inglis'  from  time  to  time  during  the  summer,  testily 
that  Crawford  worked,  ate  and  slept  there,  and  in  fact  the  testimony 
is  overwhelming  that  he  had  no  residence  elsewhere. 

Crawford  and  Inglis  were  partners  in  the  cattle  business.  Inj>lis 
wag  to  give  him  half  the  increase  and  furnish  and  keep  him  ('*  board 
and  washing  ^)  and  he  was  to  have  *^  a  few  dollars  "  as  he  wanted  money, 
this  to  be  taken  into  account  at  annual  settlement.    Crawford  says : 

In  November  we  started  to  brand  tbe  cattle  and  we  sort  o'  disagreed  in  regard  to 
the  money  be  bad  given  me,  so  be  told  me  be  would  give  me  so  mncb  a  montb  for  tbe 
time  I  bad  worked  and  put  in  my  board  and  wasbiug  into  it,  and  I  said  all  rigbt. 

Tbey  settled  for  the  time  from  January  1885  on  this  basis,  and  Craw- 
ford continued  to  live  at  Inglis'  working  by^  the  month.  He  gives  his 
occupation  as  that  of  ^' cow-boy.''  Cain  was  a  '< prospector";  he  was 
going  away  and  wanted  to  sell  his  improvements  on  his  tract.  Inglis 
and  Crawford  had  been  herding  on  it,  and  needed  it  as  an  annex  to 
Inglis'  ranch,  not  as  a  home  for  Crawford.  They  bought  the  improve- 
ments, evidently  to  keep  the  land  open  for  grnzing;  they  allowed  Cain 
to  take  away  the  fixtures  to  the  well  and  they  put  timber  and  earth 
over  the  top  of  it,  because  it  was  useless  to  them,  and  they  made  no 
improvements  on  the  house  because  it  was  not  intended  that  Crawford 
should  live  there..  This  is  one  of  the  badges  of  fraud  attaching  to  this 
claim. 

Tbe  testimony  shows  that  this  settlement,  such  as  it  was,  was  on  the 
E.  i  NW.  J  and  W.  i  NB.  J  of  Sec.  14,  and  not  on  the  land  in  contro- 
versy. When  he  had  the  survey  made  on  April  2,  1885,  he  included 
the  SB.  4  of  SB.  |  of  Sec.  11  and  NE.  |  of  NB.  :l  of  Sec.  U,  abandoning 
tbe  south  half  of  the  land  he  bought  of  Cain.  The  NB.  J  of  NE.  |  of 
Sec.  14,  is  very  rough,  stony,  poor  land,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
parcel  of  it;  and  Crawford  hesitated  about  including  it  in  the  survey 
until  informed  by  the  surve^'or  that  the  SE.  J  of  the  SB.  i  of  Sec.  11 
would  not  be  considered  contiguous  to  the  NW.  |  of  NB.  J  of  Sec.  14, 
and  that  to  cover  the  tract  on  which  the  pumps  were  situated,  and 
wbich  he  wanted,  he  would  have  to  take  in  the  rough  "  40  acres";  and 
then  it  was  that  he  concluded  to  include  it  in  his  declaratory  statement 
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SO  that  be  could  cover  the  tract  on  which  were  the  pumps  and  baikl- 
ings  of  the  miniDg  company.  ^ 

After  the  land  was  restored  and  after  the  company  had  filed  on  the 
mill  site,  Crawford  filed  on  his  tract  alleging  settlement  March  1st  and 
it  is  very  apparent  that  this  was  done  to  throw  a  cload  upon  the  mill-site 
claim.  Crawford  told  a  witness  that  he  intended  to  hold  it  and  get 
$20,000  from  the  company.  Inglis  did  not  testify  in  the  case,  he  had 
evidently  been  using  Crawford,  as  a  mere  tool  to  hold  the  Cain  land  for 
grazing  purposes,  and  the  changing  of  the  tracts  after  the  land  was  re- 
stored was  a  mere  experiment,  a  matter  of  speculation  purely,  and  this 
is  another  badge  of  fraud  which  attaches  to  the  Crawford  claim. 

The  well  settled. rule  that  ^^  Ignorance  of  law  will  not  excuse"  can 
not  be  set  aside  in  this  case,  besides  '*  A  pre-emptor  who  in  the  presence 
ot  an  adverse  claim  elects  to  make  final  proof  must  abide  the  result 
thereof,  and  submit  to  an  order  of  cancellation  in  the  event  that  his 
proof  fails  to  show  compliance  with  the  law.''  Hnlts  v,  Leppin  (7  L.D, 
483.) 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  application  for  patent  for  tli  e 
millsiteaud  the  protestofCrawford  against  the  same.  Crawford's  declar- 
atory statement  having  been  disposed  of  the  question  of  priority  is  set- 
tled, and  it  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  under  the  statute  and 
departmental  regulations  and  rulings  the  Sierra  Grande  Mining  Com- 
pany is  entitled  to  patent  for  the  4.9  acres  of  land  located,  surveyed 
and  appropriated  by  it,  as  a  mill  site,  in  connection  with  the  ^'  Annie 
r."  lode  claim.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  said  company  enjoying 
the  use  and  occupation,  for  mining  purposes,  of  a  vein  or  lode,  located, 
surveyed  and  called  the  ^^Annie  P."  lode,  and  that  it  has  taken  steps 
to  obtain  title  thereto,  and  that  the  4.9  acres  fulfills  the  conditions  of  a 
mill  site  tract,  if  tised  as  such  in  connection  with  said  lode ;  but  yon 
decide  that  it  is  not  being  used  as  a  mill  site  but  <<  solely  tor  the  purpose 
of  supplying  water  through  pipes,"  etc.  The  company  procured  a  deed 
from  Dan  Duncan  for  three  acres  of  this  land  in  1881,  and  in  that  and 
following  years,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000  it  placed  thereon  an  engine  and 
pump  house,  and  placed  a  valuable  engine  and  pumps  therein,  and 
erected  houses  for  its  engineers  and  pumpmen  to  live  in,  and  surrounded 
the  tract  by.  a  post  and  wire  fence  and  from  thence  laid  pipes  to  said 
"Annie  P."  mine,  to  carry  water  to  it.  It  is  shown  that  the  water  thus 
carried  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  operation  of  said  mine,  being  used 
to  operate  its  mill  since  1882.  When  the  land  was  declared  forfeited 
and  restored  to  the  public  domain,  its  deed  from  Duncan  was  rendered 
invalid,  and  it  immediately  proceeded  under  statutory  provisions  and 
the  departmental  regulations  to  procure  a  title  from  the  government  to 
the  three  acres  and  an  additional  1.9  acre,  and  it  substantially  complied 
with  the  requirements  necessary  to  procure  a  patent,  but  the  substance 
of  the  matter  is  the  tise  to  which  it  applied  the  land. 

The  Charles  Lennig  case,  supra^  was  fully  discussed  and  followed  by 
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Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  iu  the  Oypras  Mill  site  case  supra.    I  quote 
from  the  latter  case — 

In  the  case  of  Charles  Lenoig  {supra)  this  Department  held  that  said  section  2337 
contemplated  the  actual  nse  or  occupation  by  improvement  or  otherwise,  for  min- 
ing or  milling  purposes  of  the  land ;  that  under  the  second  clause  of  said  act  the 
right  to  a  patent  of  a  mill-site  depends  upon  the  existence  on  the  land  of  a  quartz  mill 
or  reduction  works ;  that  under  the  first  clause  of  said  section  Mt  is  not  necessary 
that  the  land  be  actually  a  mill-site ;  that  the  use  or  occupation  of  the  land  for  mining 
or  milling  purposes  is  the  only  pre-requisite  to  a  patent ;  that  th^  use  of  the  land  '  for 
depositing  tailings  or  storing  ores,  or  for  sho^s  or  houses  for  his  workmen,  or  for  col- 
lecting water  to  run  his  quartz  mill, would  be  using  it  for 

mining  or  milling  purposes; '  that  the  occupation  for  mining  or  milling  purposes  as 
distinguished  from  use,  must  be  more  than  mere  naked  possession,  and  that  such  occu- 
pation must  be  shown  by  *  outward  and  visible  signs  of  the  applicant's  good  faith  ;' 
also  that  where  the  applicant  is  not  actually  using  the  laud  '  he  must  show  such 
an  occupation  by  improvements  or  otherwise,  as  evidences  au  intended  use  of  the  tract 
in  good  faith  for  mining  or  milling  purposes.' 

Iu  the  Leimi^  case  it  will  be  observed  that  Lennig  purchased  *'  that 
oertaiu  water  right  and  water  privilege  "  by  which  grant  the  water  of  a 
certain  spring  coald  be  conducted  by  a  ditch  to  land  other  than  that  of 
tbe  proprietor  and  there  used.  Lennig  had  no  right  to  use  or  occupy 
the  land  except  to  cut  and  maintain  the  ditch,  he  could  not  erect  any 
structure  thereon, .his  right  was  a  mere  easement  in  the  water  and  the 
right  to  flow  it  off  the  land,  and  It  was  held  that  this  was  not  patenta- 
ble as  a  mill-site.  In  the  Cyprus  mill-site  case  the  Frisco  Mining  and 
Smelting  Company  took  possession  of  a  spring  that  had  formerly  sup- 
plied the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bradshaw  with  water  and  dug  it 
out,  encased  it  with  masonry,  furnished  it  with  a  <'  two  hand  "  pump  and 
horse  pump,  and  carried  the  water  away  to  be  used  by  its  employes  for 
domestic  purposes  in  houses,  stables  etc.  It  was  held  that  this  use  of 
the  water  "  for  mining  purposes"  was  too  remot^e,  to  entitle  the  com- 
pany to  a  patent  for  the  land  as  a  mill-site.  It  is  certainly  very  appar- 
ent that  in  the  case  at  bar  the  claimant  presents  an  entirely  different 
state  of  facts  than  those  presented  in  either  of  those  cases.  Here  we 
find  actual  occupation  of  the  land,  with  lasting  and  valuable  improve- 
ments. It  is  true  the  company  consumes  only  the  water,  but  it  octm- 
pies  and  uses  the  land  in  connection  with  its  lode  mine,  and  such  use  is 
necessary  to  the  operating  of  the  mine. 

Having  considered  the  record  and  t.estimony  in  the  case,  I  conclude 
that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  first  clause  of  section  2337  B.  S. 
are  fully  satisfied  so  far  as  the  use  to  which  this  land  is  applied  is  in 
issue,  and  in  so  holding  I  am  supported  by  the  cases  above  mentioned 
as  well  as  by  the  ruling  iu  the  case  of  Le  Neve  Mill  Site  (9  L.  D.,  460). 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  reversed.  The  pre-emption  filing  of 
Crawford  is  canceled  and  his  protest  against  said  mill-site  dismissed.    ■ 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— REI^NQtJISHMENT. 

Cleveland  v.  North. 

A  relinquisbmeDt  of  an  eatry,  framed  in  terms  of  absolnte  and  unconditional  surren- 
der of  all  rights  claimed  therennder,  is  not  limited  or  modifieil  in  its  operation 
by  the  written  statement  therein  that  such  relinquishment  is  mstle  for  the  pur- 
pose^f  making  a  new  entry  in  lieu  of  the  one  relinquished. 

Where  the  evidence  is  conflicting,  concurring  deciKions  of  the  local  and  general  land 
offices,  on  questions  of  fact,  are  generally  accepted  as  conclusive  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Lamd  Office^  September  26,  189u. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Spencer  I.  Cleveland  v.  William  North 
upon  appeal  by  both  parties  from  your  ofBce  decision  of  February  12, 
1889,  holding  for  cancellation  the  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of 
said  North,  and  denying  the  priority  of  said  Cleveland's  homestead 
claim  and  refusing  to*  re-instate  said  homestead  claim  for  the  NE.  \  of 
the  NB.  i  and  the  S.  4  of  the  NE.  J,  and  the  SB.  J  of  the  NW.  J,  of 
Sec.  10,  T.  10  S.,  R.  19  W.,  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas,  land  district. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  L5th  day  of  September,  18S4,  William 
North  filed  his  pre  emptiou  declaratory  statement  for  said  land  and  on 
the  20th  day  of  October,  1884,  Spencer  I.  Cleveland  made  homestead 
entry  of  the  same  tract  which,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1885,  w&s  can- 
celed by  relinquishment. 

On  the  3d  day  of  February,  1885,  said  Cleveland  filed  his  affidavit  of 
contest  against  said  North's  pre-emption  claim,  alleging  as  grounds : 

I.  That  he,  Cleveland,  is  in  possession  of  and  residing  on  said  land  and  has  valnable 
improvements  thereon. 

IT.  That  at  the  time  of  his  alleged  settlement  on  said  lands,  to  wit,  September  II, 
1884,  North  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  that  he  was  then  residing  on  a  tract,  of 
school  lands  as  a  settler  under  the  school  lands  of  Kansas,  and  that  he  has  since  proved 
up  and  acquired  title  to  said  school  lands. 

III.  That  he  fraudulently  obtained  a  relinquishment  from  complainant  of  Ihh  said 
homestead  No.  7078  which  he  avers  is  fraudulent  and  which  was  never  delivered  by 
affiant  to  North. 

IV.  That  claiming  said  land  as  a  pre-emptor  he,  North,  ha!  then  forcible  posses- 
sion of  it  in  violation  of  law.  That  his  U'd  claim  is  prior  and  superior  to  that  of 
North's  I).  S.,  and  asks  permission  to  prove  it. 

This  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  ofticers  and  upon  the  ap- 
peal of  North  to  your  office,  you,  after  considering  the  case  directed  the 
local  officers  to  order  a  hearing  on  said  contest.  Tliis  they  did  and  set 
the  hearing  for  March  18,  1886,  at  which  both  parties  appeared  and  in- 
troduced their  evidence.  Considering  the  same  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver found  that  North  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor  and  that  Cleve- 
land's homestead  right  has  been  forfeited ;  first,  by  failure  on  his  part 
to  establish  and  maintain  a  residence  on  the  land,  second,  by  sale  and 
relinquishment. 
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From  their  decision  an  appeal  was  takeu  to  yoar  office  where  ou  th& 
12th  day  of  February,  1889,  the  decision  appealed  from  was  modified  by 
holding  that  said  contest  ^^  should  not  be  dismissed,  because  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  government  hearing."    And  your  office  further  found  that 

wbilo  all  of  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  hare  not  been  proven,  a  sufficient  num> 
ber  have  been  to  sustain  it  as  against  North.  Cleveland  is  allowed  no  preference 
right  of  entry,  however,  because  be  deliberately  relinquished  all  the  right  he  had  in 
said  land.  Your  decision  is,  therefore,  modified  as  above  indicated.  The  declaratory 
statement  of  William  North  is  hereby  held  for  cancellation,  the  priority  and  superior* 
I  ty  of  Spencer  I.  Cleveland's  homestead  claim  denied,  and  itH  re- in  statement  disal- 
lowed. 

From  your  office  decision  both  parties  appeal. 

In  view  of  the  conclusion  I  reach  in  the  case,  after  examining  the 
entire  record,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  several  errors  assigned  by  the  respective  parties ;  however,  there 
is  one  which  seems  to  require  some  discussion  in  order  properly  to  meet 
the  claims  urged.  It  is  the  second  error  assigned  by  the  appellant 
Cleveland,  which  is  in  effect :  That  your  office  erre<l  in  finding  from  the 
evidence  that  plaintiff  ever  made  an  unconditional  relinquishment  or 
ever  delivered  such  relinquishment.  All  the  witnesses  agree  that  a  re- 
linquishment was  made,  but  it  is  claimed  and  strenuously  insisted  upon 
by  counsel  for  Cleveland,  that  it  wtis  conditional,  and  that  the  condition 
was  struck  out  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  maker.  Said 
relinquishment  was  written  upon,  the  back  of  the  receivers'  duplicate 
receipt  for  Cleveland's  entry  and  duly  acknowledged.  It  was  introduced 
in  evidence  and  read  as  follows : 

I  hereby  relinquish  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  within  described 
tract  of  land  to  the  governuieut  of  the  United  States. 

Then  follows  the  following  words  through  which  a  pen  with  red  ink 
has  been  drawn :  "  For  the  purpose  of  making  a  new  entry  in  lieu  of 
his  said  homestead  No.  7078.'' 

With  these  words  considered  as  a  part  of  the  relinquishment  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  how  it  could  have  been  framed  in  more  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional terms.  The  language  preceding  the  words  so  stricken  out^ 
clearly  constitute  an  absolute  and  unconditional  surrender  of  all  right, 
title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  land. 

The  words  stricken  out  do  not  in  any  way  modify,  suspend,  defeat, or 
limit  the  relinquishment.  On  the  contrary,  they  simply  express  the 
purpose,  or  intention  to  do  something  in  the  future,  to  wit,  to  make  a 
new  entry  in  lieu  of  the  one  relinquished.  In  no  sense  could  the  words 
stricken  out  be  held  to  attach  a  condition  to  the  relinquishment  pre- 
ceding them. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  relinquishment  was  never  delivered  by  Cleve- 
land, and  therefore,  was  not  binding  on  him  ;  ou  this  point  the  evidence 
is  conflicting,  the  local  officers  and  your  office  concurreil  in  finding 
against  him,  such  finding  will  be  accepted  as  conclusive  by  the  Depart* 
ment.    Chichester  v.  Allen  (9  L.  D.,  302) ;  Conley  r.  Price  (9  L.  D.,  490). 
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I  have  carefully  examined  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  which  is 
qaite  volamiooas,  and  I  find  the  facts  to  be  substantially  aa  stated  in 
the  decision  appealed  from  and  I  find  no  reversible  error  in  your  con- 
clusion, or  reason  for  disturbing  your  judgment.  It  is,  therefore,  af- 
firmed. 


PRACTICE— CERTIOKARI-AMENDMENT. 

Peterson  i?.  Fort. 

An  application  for  certiorari,  denied  on  account  of  itB  informality,  can  not  be  amended 
but  is  no  bar  to  a  new  application. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office^  September  30, 1890. 

This  Department  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  John  11.  Hickox  jn, 
transmitting  an  affidavit  which  he  asks  to  have  considered,  nunc  pro 
tunc,  in  connection  with  the  application  for  certiorari,  in  the  case  of 
Catherine  Peterson  v,  George  W.  Fort. 

The  decision  of  September  4, 1890  (11  L.  D.,  238),  denying  theappli* 
eation  is  not  a  bar  to  a  new  application  as  the  petition  was  not  consid- 
ered on  its  merits.  There  is  nothing,  however,  before  this  Department, 
whereof  to  make  amendment.  He  will  be  allowed  to  file  new  applica- 
tion, and  upon  the  same  beiug  filed,  with  proof  of  notice  to  the  a<}verse 
party  of  the  same,  it  will  receive  due  consideration. 

Please  notify  Mr.  Hickox  hereof. 


PRACTICE— AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTEST— CONTINUANCE. 

GEBHABD  V.  GONLON. 

The  disinissa]  of  a  contest  is  not  warranted  by  the  iact  that  the  affidavit  of  contest  is 
not  dated. 

The  continuance  of  a  case  from  day  to  day,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
parties  thereto,  precludes  subsequent  objection  to  such  action. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  September  30, 1890. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Henry  D.  Gebhard  r.  James  Conlon  shows 
that  on  April  18,  1881,  Conlon  made  homesteadentry  of  theNB.  J,  Sec. 
^,  T.  137,  R.  55,  Fargo,  Dakota, 

September  30,  1886,  Gebhard  initiated  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging  that  Conlon  had  wholly  abandoned  said  tract;  had  changed  his 
residence  therefrom  for  more  than  §ix  months  since  making  the  entry ; 
that  said  tract  was  not  settled  npon  and  cultivated  as  required  by  law 
and  that  he  had  never  established  a  bona  fide  residence  on  said  land, 
^his  affidavit  of  contestant  is  without  date. 
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The  affidavic  of  the  corroborating  witness  thereto  is  dated  September 
29, 1886.  The  uotice  to  claimant  bears  date  Septeml>er  30, 1880,  and  is 
made  returnable  November  9th  of  the  same  year. 

On  said  last  date  both  parties  appeared,  attended  by  counsel,  and 
defendant's  attorney  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  because  the  affidavit 
of  Gebhard  was  not  dated.  This  motion  was  overruled  by  the  local 
officers,  and  exceptions  taken  thereto. 

The  record  shows  no  further  action  in  the  case  until  November  12th, 
three  days  later,  at  which  time  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  fi1e<l  a 
motion  to  dismiss  the  contest  for  want  of  prosecution.  This  motion 
was  overruled,  and  exceptions  noted. 

The  testimony  was  then  proceeded  with,  and,  after  plaintiff's  wit- 
Desses  had  been  examined,  counsel  for  defendant  moved  to  dismiss  the 
contest,  because  the  allegations  thereof  were  not  sustained  by  the  tes- 
timony offered  on  the  part  of  the  ]>laintiff'.  This  motion  was  also  over- 
ruled, and  exceptions  duly  taken  by  defendant. 

The  defendant's  counsel  chose  to  stand  upon  these  three  motions,  and 
uo  witnesses  were  introduced  nor  testimony  submitted  by  him. 

Some  time  later  (the  exact  date  not  appearing),  the  register  and 
receiver  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  The  parties  in 
interest  were  notified  of  this  decision  February  7, 1887,  and'Conlon  duly 
appealed,  and  your  predecessor  by  his  letter  of  February  13,  1889,  re- 
versed the  action  of  the  local  officers  and  dismissed  the  contest,  and 
now  the  ])laintiff',  Gebhard,  appeals  to  this  Department. 

Your  office  decision  is  based  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  testimony 
to  support  the  allegations  of  contest  and  sustains  the  action  of  the 
register  and  receiver  in  overruling  the  first  and  second  motions  above 
set  forth. 

This  action  of  the  local  officers  was  right.  The  objection  that  the 
affidavit  of  contest  was  not  dated  is  purely  technical  and  of  no  ft)rce.  . 

The  affidavit  is  in  the  nature  of  information  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver that  the  law  is  not  being  complied  with,  and  is  the  basis  of  notice 
to  the  claimant  in  default.  The  notice  is  the  warrant  that  ^'  recites  the 
offense,"  and  informs  the  claimant  of  the  charges  against  him,  and 
gives  jurisdiction  to  the  local  officers.  Seitz  v.  Wallace,  6  L.  D.,  299. 
This  uotice  was  properly  dated. 

The  motion  to  dismiss  for  want  of  prosecution  was  based  on  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  as  appears  from  report  of  the  register  and  receiver: 

On  the  return  day  of  the  complaint  ^November  i ,  1880,)  all  parties 
herein  api)eared,  with  their  counsel.  The  "case  of  flenry  Dratt  r.  John 
J.  Conlon  was  pending  before  the  local  officers,  and  was  set  for  hearing 
on  the  same  day  and  at  the  same  hour.  For  some  reason,  presumably 
by  consent,  the  case  of  Dratt  v.  Conlon  was  taken  up,  and  the  trial  oc- 
cupied three  days  time,  not  being  completed  until  the  12th  of  November. 
The  attorneys  for  the  defendant  herein  were  also  the  attorneys  for  John 
J.  Oonlon,  and  were  present  in  court  attending  to  his  interests  in  his 
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said  trial,  during  which  the  case  at  bar  was  of  necessity  held  in  abey- 
ance, awaiting  the  determination  of  the  case  of  Dratt  v.  Gonlon,  which 
occupied  the  attention,  not  only  of  the  officers,  bat  of  the  lawyers  as 
well,  the  same  lawyers  being  employed  in  both  cases.  While  the  Dratt 
and  Conlou  case  was  thus  being  tried,  no  entry  was  made  on  the  docket 
or  trial  record  of  the  office  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  because  of  the  ab- 
sence of  an  entry  of  continuance  to  a  day  fixed,  or  from  day  to  day^ 
during  the  pendency  as  aforesaid  of  the  other  case,  the  attorneys  for 
Oonlon  in  theGebhard  v.  Goulon  case,  on  the  third  day  and  during  the 
progress  of  the  Dratt-Coulon  case,  moved  to  dismiss  the  case  at  bar  for 
"  want  of  prosecution,"  because,  I  presume,  the  case  had  been  setlor  the 
9th  of  November,  and  the  12th  of  November  had  arrived  and  it  had  not 
yet  been  taken  up  for  trial.  The  motion,  considered  in  connection  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made  was  frivolous  and  did  not 
deserve  to  be  entertained  by  the  officers.  The  attorneys  who  filed  it 
had  been  in  court  during  all  the  time  the  other  case  had  been  on  trial, 
participating  therein^  and  had  raised  no  objection  to  the  disposition  made 
ot*  the  ca§e  at  bar.  No  rights  of  the  defendant  were  prejudiced  thereby,, 
and  rflt  were  necessary,  under  the  circumstances,  to  note  on  the  trial 
docket  (which  I  do  not  hold  it  to  be)  such  continuance  from  day  to  day, 
the  fact  that  this  was  not  noted  is  not  the  fault  of  contestant,  and  such 
continuance  was  had  with  the  full  knowledge  and  consent  of  defendant's 
attorneys,  and  they  should  not  thereafter  be  heard  to  object.  Smith  r. 
Johnson,  9  L.  D.,  255. 


CIRCULAR-ENTRY  BY  EMPLOYE  OF  THE  GENERAX.  LAND  OFFICE. 

Department  of  'jhe  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D.  C,  Septetnber  15,  1890. 
To  the  Officers  and  UmploySs  of  the  Land  Department. 
Gentlemen:  Section  452  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that — 

The  officers,  clerks,  aud  employes  in  the  General  Land  Office  are  prohibited  from 
directly  or  indirectly  purchasing  or  becoming  interested  in  the  purchase  of  any  of  the 
public  land ;  and  any  person  who  violates  this  section  shall  forthwith  be  removed  from 
his  office. 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  the  case  of  Herbert 
McMicken  et  al.  (10  L.  D.,  97  ;  11  L.  D.,  96),  has  decided  that  the  dis- 
qualihcatiou  to  enter  public  lands,  contained  in  said  section,  extends  to 
otlicers,  clerks,  and  emploj68  in  any  of  the  branches  of  tlie  public  service 
nnd<>r  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Gornmissiouer  of  the  General 
Land  Office  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  relating  to  the  survey  and 
sale  of  the  public  lands. 

In  accordance  with  said  decision,  all  officers,  clerks,  and  employes  in 
the  offices  of  the  surveyors-general,  the  local  land  offices,  and  the  Gen- 
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«ral  Laud  Office/ or  any  persons,  wherever  located,  employed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  are,  during 
such  employment,  prohibited  from  entering,  or  becoming  interested,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  in  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfuly, 

Lewis  A.  Oboff, 

Commissioner, 
Approved  : 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary, 


PRACTICE— PETITION   FOR  RE-REVIEW— APPLICATION  FOR  HEARING. 

Spiceb  et  al.  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

A  petition  for  re-review  shonld  present  facts  or  qaestions  of  law  not  previously  con- 
sidered or  involved  in  tbe  case. 

An  application  for  a  bearing  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  calls  for  the 
exercise  of  his  discretionary  authority,  and  it  is  therefore  just  and  proper  that  he 
should,  in  such  a  case,  be  fully  informed  as  to  all  facts  connected  with  the  subject 
matter,  and  determine,  after  a  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  whether  such 
facts  demand  action. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  October 

1,  1890. 

The  attorney  for  Spicer  et  al,  has  filed  a  inotiou  for  review  of  depart- 
mental decision  of  July  17,  1890,  in  the  case  of  R.  E.  Spicer  et  al.  v, 
Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (11 L.  D.,  50)  involving  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  19, 
T.26  N.,  R.  43  E.,  Spokane  Falls,  Washington, 

The  decision  thns  complained  of  was  rendered  apon  a  motion  for  re. 
view  of  departmental  decision  of  April  12,  1890  (10  L.  D.,  440),  and 
hence  the  present  motion  is  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  for  a  re  review. 

Service  of  nqtice  of  the  filing  of  this  motion  was  not  properly  shown 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice  requiring  such  service  to  be 
made  personally  or  by  registered  letter,  but  inasmuch  as  the  attorneys 
for  the  opposing  parties  have  seen  fit  to  oppose  the  granting  of  said  mo- 
tion on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  authorized  by  the  rules  of  practice,  and 
of  its  insufficiency,  without  objection  to  the  service,  they  have  placed 
themselves  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Department,  and  waived  the 
question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  notice. 

This  motion  does  not  come  up  to  the  requirements  prescribed  for  pe- 
titions for  re-review  as  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Neff  v.  Cowhick  (8  L. 
D.,  Ill)  and  re-aflSrmed  in  numerous  decisions,  among  which  are  Cres- 
well  Mining  Co.  v.  Johnson  (8  L.  D.,  440),  Dayton  v,  Dayton  (9  L.  D., 
93) ;  Wenie  et  al.  v.  Frost  (9  L.  D.,  588). 

While  this  is  true,  yet  in  view  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  this 
case  I  have  thought  best  to  waive  those  requirements  and  to  consider 
upon  its  merits  the  motion  thus  presented. 
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In  answer  to  the  first  and  second  reasons  urged  in  snpport  of  this 
motion  it  is  snfficieut  to  say  that  the  original  petition  was  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  appealed  to  his  discretionary  power. 
"^  For  this  reason  it  was  not  only  proper,  but  necessary  to  a  right  and  jnst 
exercise  of  that  power  that  he  should  fully  inform  himself  upon  all 
points  and  facts  connected  with  or  touching  upon  the  subject. matter. 
In  matters  of  this  character  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Department  to  deter* 
mine  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  whether  the  fact^ 
demand  action. 

Attention  was  necessarily  called  to  the  interest  alleged  by  the  inter- 
veners in  the  land  involved  in  this  controversy.  It  was  then  decided 
that  they  had  such  interest  in  the  land  as  entitled  them  to  be  heard  in 
opposition  to  the  petition  then  nnder  consideration,  and  no  sufficient 
reason  for  a  different  conclusion  is  presented  in  the  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  third  reason  in  this  motion.  To  set  aside  the  title  of  those 
through  whom  these  inter venors  claim  would  be  to  render  their  title 
uncertain  and  depreciate  their  property.  The  action  sought  to  be 
brought  about  by  these  petitioners  would  result  in  the  divesting  of  these 
interveners  of  the  title  now  held  by  them  and  the  sabstitation  therefor 
of  an  equitable  title,  based  upon  occupation  alone.  They  are  certainly 
entitled  to  be  heard  in  defense  of  the  title  now  held  by  them. 

The  fourth  reason  alleged  in  support  of  this  motion  is  based  upon 
the  theory  that  the  statement  of  Enoch,  the  Indian,  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  not  severed  his  tribal  relations,  was  never  properly  execated 
inasmuch  as  the  person  before  whom  it  purports  to  have  been  sworn 
to  was  not  at  that  time  qualified  to  administer  oaths.  It  would  be  suffi- 
cient in  reply  to  this  to  say  that  Enoch  supposed  he  was  making  an 
affidavit  before  a  proper  officer,  and  that  the  effect  of  his  statement 
thus  made  upon  his  credibility  is  the  same  as  if  such  officer  had  been 
duly  qualified.  Besides  this,  however,  the  facts  and  circumstances 
}»resented  show  so  conclusively  that  Enoch  had  not  abandoned  his 
tribal  relations  that  his  statements  to  the  contrary  wouli  be  success- 
fully overcome  had  be  made  no  contradictory  statement. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  allegation  in  this  motion  it  is  only  necessary  to 
say  that  the  question  to  be  determined  was  as  to  whether  under  all  the 
facts  the  discretionary  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
should  be  exercised  in  ordering  a  hearing  and  that  all  facts  relating  to 
the  matter  in  issue  were  properly  to  be  considered.  This  answer  ap- 
plies also  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  allegations.  All  the  papers  men- 
tioned in  those  allegations  were  necessarily  considered  in  arriving  at 
H  conclusion  in  this  matter. 

It  is  true  that  the  affidavits  presented  by  the  interveners  as  to 
Enoch's  tribal  relations  were  not  filed  until  on  or  about  the  day  of  the 
oral  argument  herein,  but  the  petitioners  had  ample  time  between  that 
(late  and  the  date  of  the  decision  to  present  any  affidavits  or  other 
papers  they  desired  and  they  did  in  fact  oil  June  2Gth  file  with  their 
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brief  an  afSdavit  by  Enoch  npon  the  very  point  mentioned  in  paragraph 
8  of  this  motion.  This  paragraph  then  presents  no  good  grounds  for 
the  action  they  now  ask  shall  be  had. 

The  oral  argument  was  uot  restricted  to  the  points  mentioned  in  the 
ninth  allegation,  but  included  all  the  points  presented  by  the  petition 
of  Spicer  ei  aL,  as  well  as  the  ri^ht  of  Glover  e^  aL^  to  intervene.  If  the 
petitioners  were  taken  by  surprise  by  the  matter  presented  in  behalf 
of  the  interveners,  an  application  for  further  time  to  prepare  to  meet 
snch  matters  should  have  been  presented  in  due  season.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  though,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  ample  time  elapsed  between  the 
date  of  the  presentation  of  the  motion  to  intervene  and  the  date  of  the 
rendition  of  the  decision  now  complained  of,  to  allow  of  the  filing  of 
affidavits  or  other  matter  by  the  original  petitioners  and  was  in  fact 
utilized  by  them  to  the  extent  of  filing  the  affidavit  of  Enoch.  This 
ninth  allegation  then  presents  no  good  reason  for  granting  this  motion* 

The  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  allegations  have  been  answered  in 
effect  in  the  discussion  of  the  previous  paragraphs.  As  hereinbefore 
said.  Glover  et  al.,  showed  such  interest  in  the  question  presented  as 
clearly  entitled  them  to  be  heard.  In  order  to  properly  decide  npon 
the  original  petition  filed  herein,  it  was  necessary  to  take  into  consid- 
eration all  the  facts  touching  upon  the  matters  in  dispute. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matters  presented  by  this  motion^ 
each  of  which  was  fully  presented  by  the  papers  and  records  in  the  case 
and  the  oral  argument  upon  the  motion  for  review  and  necessarily  con- 
sidered in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  thereon,  I  perceive  no  good  and  snffi- 
cient  reason  for  granting  the  prayer  of  this  motion  and  the  same  is 
therefore  denied. 

Un  September  9th,  the  attorney  for  Spicer  et  aZ.,  filed  in  this  office  a 
letter  offering,  in  the  evawt  the  decision  complained  of  is  revoked,  to 
amend  their  petition  to  make  it  applicable  to  the  east  half  alone  of  the 
tract  in  controversy  thus  relieving  from  all  question  the  west  half  of 
said  tract,,  upon  which  it  is  said  all  the  improvements  of  the  interveners 
are  situated.  This  action  would  not  change  the  facts  in  the  case  or 
affect  the  conclnsion  heretofore  reaohed,  and  the  proposition  can  not  be 
entertained. 


COAL  LAND  DECIiABATORY  STATEMENT— SECOND  FILING. 

Walteb  Deabden. 

A  second  coal  declaratory  statemeDt  cannot  be  filed,  in  the  absence  of  a  valid  reason 
for  failure  to  perfect  title  under  the  first. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  K  1890. 

i  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Walter  Dearden  from  your  decision 
of  July  18,  1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  file  coal  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  NB.  i  Sec.  35,  T.  33  8.,  E.  66  W.,  Pueblo,  Colorado,  land 
district. 
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He  made  said  application  on  January  22,  1889,  and  the  same  was 
rejected  by  the  local  officers  for  the  reason  that  he  had  made  a  previous 
filing  of  like  kind  and  had  thereby  exhansted  his  right  of  entry,  from 
which  action  he  appealed.  Your  office  sustained  the  action  of  the  local 
office,  and  he  again  appealed. 

The  record  shows  that  on  January  26,  1888,  he  filed  a  coal  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  25,  same  township  and  range,  and 
that  ho  relinquished  the  same  January  14,  1889.  He  says  he  relin- 
quished because  unable  to  pay  for  the  land. 

This  case  is  very  similar  to  the  case  of  Albert  Eisemann  (10  L.  D., 
539),  and  the  claims  of  the  attorneys  are  in  substance  identical,  to  wit  : 
that  a  mere  declaration  of  intention  to  purchase  which  is  not  consum- 
mated by  actual  entry  should  not,  under  the  law  of  Congress,  exhaust 
the  right  of  entry.  ^ 

In  the  case  of  Eisemann  («ifpra),  after  discussing  the  question  full^', 
it  is  said  : — 

Eiheniaiin  does  not  present  any  excuse  for  not  consimiDiatiug  bis  first  filing,  bat  base 
his  cluiiii  to  make  a  second  filing  solely  upon  the  ground  ....  that  a  coal  laud 
filing  unless  completed  and  payment  is  made  for  the  land  embraced  therein,  does  not 
€xbau8t  the  rights  of  the  applicant  .  .  .  As  we  have  seen,  the  regnlattons  limit 
A  party  to  one  filing  and  this  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  statute,  bat  needful  forcarry- 
ing  its  provisions  into  effect. 

Dearden  gives  no  satisfactory  excuse  for  not  consummating  his  first 
filing,  he  held  it  almost  a  year,  and  relinquishing  it,  asks  to  make  an- 
other filing,  giving  no  assurance  that  he  would  not  do  the  same  with  it, 
and  then  apply  for  a  third,  thus  keeping  a  tract  perpetually  under  a  ' 
filing.  As  you  say  in  your  opinion  it  would  be  equivalent  to  giving  an 
option  to  the  entryman  for  one  year  for  $3.00  and  then  allowing  him  to 
take  another  on  another  tract  for  a  like  sum,  so  on  indefinitely.  There 
can  be  no  good  reason  for  such  a  practice,  it  is  certainly  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  Congress  when  it  enacted  the  law,  and  is  in  violation  of 
tiie  regulations  relating  to  coal  land  entries. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


HOMESTBAD  ENTHY-  BBLINQTJISHMENT--PROTEST  OF  WIFE.  . 

Dodge  v.  Lohnes. 

The  protest  of  the  entryman's  wife  against  the  relinqnishment  of  a  homestead  entry 
can  not  defeat  the  legal  operation  of  such  instrument. 

Firnt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  1,  1890. 

James  M .  Dodge  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SJ  of  the  NEJ  and 
Si  of  the  NWJ  of  Sec.  35,  T.  5  S.,  R.  20  W.,  Kirwin,  Kansas,  on  Sep- 
tember  27,  1882.  He  filed  his  relinquishment  of  the  same  in  the  local 
ofiice  on  July  16, 1885.    The  entry  was  canceled,  and  on  that  day  John 
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S.  Lohnes  made  homestead  entry  for  the  same  tract,  having  purchased 
the  improvements  thereon  from  the  entryman. 

Prior  to  the  filing  of  the  relinquishment,  and  before  Lohnes  made  his 
entry,  Emily  E.  Dodge  made  application  at  the  local  office  to  restrain 
her  husband  from  relinquishing  his  homestead  entry,  and  that  she  be 
allowed  to  retain  the  homestead  in  her  own  right  and  for  the  benefit  of 
herself  and  children.  It  was  urged  in  support  of  the  motion,  that  the 
rights,  equities  and  interests  of  the  applicant  in  the  homestead  are  fully 
recognized,  guaranteed,  and  protected  by  section  nine,  Article  fifteen, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Kansas. 

Corroborating  witnesses  to  this  petition,  which  was  regarded  in  the 
nature  of  a  contest,  were  not  secured  on  that  day.  There  is  some  con- 
troversy as  to  when  the  petition  duly  corroborated  was  filed ;  but  the 
proof  is  clear  that  both  Lohnes  and  the  entryman,  Dodge,  knew  that. 
Smily  E.  Dodge  opposed  the  sale  of  the  improvements  and  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  entry  before  Lohnes  made  his  entry  of  the  land,  and 
the  latter  made  his  entry  with  full  knowledge  of  her  disapproval. 

Contestant's  application  was  transmitted  to  your  office  ou  August  30, 
1886^  and  you  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  matters  alleged. 

On  February  26,  1887,  the  register  and  receiver  dismissed  the  contest, 
and  by  your  office  decision  of  May  4, 1889,  you  affirmed  that  judgment, 
and  contestant  again  appealed. 

The  evidence  show^  that  contestant  was  married  to  James  M.  Dodge 
on  November  12,  1875.  She  lived  with  him  on  the  land  from  about  the 
date  of  entry  until  he  relinquished  the  same  and  sold  the  improvements. 
Both  husband  and  wife  expended  means  in  improvements  upon  the  land. 
The  evidence,  however,  further  shows  that  James  M.  Dodge  was  a 
drinking  character,  a  gambler,  profligate  and  given  to  raising  disturb- 
ances. Be  was  killed  by  one  Frank  Sims,  a  few  days  after  making  his 
relinquishment. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  18S0  (21  Stats.,  140),  provides 
that: 

When  a  pre-emption,  homestead  or  timber  calture  claimant  shall  file  a  written  re- 
linquishment of  bis  claim  in  the  local  laud  office,  the  land  covered  by  such  claim  shall 
be  held  as  opeu  to  settlement  and  entry  without  further  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

When  a  relinquishment  is  filed  in  the  local  ofiice,  the  entry  should  at 
once  be  canceled,  and  the  laud  thereafter  held  open  to  settlement. 
(Sears  v.  Almy,  6  L.  D.,  1).  An  application  to  enter,  accompanied  by  a 
relinquishment,  is  immediately  effective  on  the  filing  of  the  relinquish- 
ment. 

The  constitutional  provision  invoked  in  behalf  of  contestant  can  have 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  present  case ;  it  provides  that : 

a  homestead  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  farming  land,  occnpied 
as  a  resi<tence  by  the  family  of  the  oxcnefy  together  with  all  tht;  improvements  on  the 
same,  shall  be  exempted  from  forced  s.ale  under  any  process  of  law,  and  shall  not  be 
alienut-ed  without  the  joint  consent  of  husband  and  wife  when  that  relation  exists. 
2497— VOL.  11 23 
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Had  contestant  been  a  deserted  wife  and  dependent  apon  her  own  re- 
sources for  support,  she  would  have  been  qualified  to  make  homestead 
entry.    (Wilber  v.  Goode,  10  L.  D.,  627). 

The  act  approved  June  8, 1880  (21  Stats.,  16G),  provides  that  any  per- 
son who  may  be  legally  authorized  to  act  may  make  proof  and  payment 
for  one  who  has  Initiated  a  claim,  and  afterwards  becomes  insane.  But 
in  this  case,  contestant  was  not  a  deserted  wife;  neither  was  her  hns- 
baud  insane;  he  executed  a  written  relinquishment  of  his  homestead 
entry  when  he  had  a  mere  inchoate  right  to  the  land — having  hved 
on  his  homestead  less  than  three  years.  Prior  to  patent,  the  title  to 
the  public  domain  remains  in  the  United  States.  (Frisbier.  Whitney, 
9  Wall.,  187).  Hence  the  homesteader  was  not  "the  owner"  when  he 
signed  the  relinquishment,  and  therefore,  the  constitutional  provision 
sought  to  be  invoked  has  no  relation  to  him  nor  to  any  one  living  on 
land  prior  to  patent. 

When  the  homesteader  in  this  ease  relinquished  his  right,  it  may  be 
conceded  that  his  wife  objected  to  it;  also  that  Lohnes  had  notice  of 
this  and  that  contestant  wanted  to  enter  the  land.  It  may  be  conceded 
that  it  worked  a  hardship  upon  her,  but  there  is  no  law  to  prevent  such 
hardships,  ciud  one  who  has  initiated  a  claim  for  the  public  lands  ma^^ 
relinquish  that  claim,  and  the  land,  ipso  facto,  is  subject  to  entry  by  any 
qualified  person. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed^ 


TIAILROAD  GRANT— SETTLEMENT  RIGHT  .  ALIEN. 

Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Taylor  et  al. 

Tlic  settlemeDt  of  au  alien  who  has  not  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
existing  at  the  date  when  a  railroad  grant  becomes  effective,  does  not  except  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant ;  and  the  subsequent  quali- 
tication  of  the  settler  will  not  relate  back  so  as  to  defeat  the  grant. 

tSccretwry  Soble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

2,  1890. 

I  have  considered  tbe  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  Rjiilroad  Company 
V.  John  A.  Taylor  and  James  Wadman,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from 
yonr  office  decision  of  April  22,  1887,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the  S.  i  NE. 
\  and  lots  1  and  2,  Sec.  3,  T.  G  N.,  R.  2  W.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

The  tract.s  are  within  tbe  limits  of  the  grant  for  said  company  by  act 
of  July  1,  1802  (12  Stat.s.,  489),  enlarged  by  act  of  July  2, 1864  (13  Stats., 
;>."}()),  tbo  rigbts  of  which  attached  on  definite  location  October  20, 1868. 
See  Central  Paeitic.  \i.  K.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  061).  On  said  date  tbere  was 
no  <'hnni  of  record  adverse  to  tbat  of  tbe  company. 
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It  appears  that  on  May  8, 1869,  one  Harvey  Mardock  filed  declaratory 
statement  for  the  tracts  alleging  settlemeat  April  30, 1863,  and  that  on 
May  14, 1869,  James  Wadman  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  same, 
alleging  settlement  June  1, 1863.    ]^either  of  these  claims  was  perfected. 

On  application  by  the  company  to  list  the  tracts  a  hearing  was  or- 
dered to  clear  the  record  of  said  filings.  At  the  hearing,  on  February  2, 
1885,  John  A.  Taylor  appeared  and  offered  homestead  entry  for  the  land, 
allegiug  settlement  in  1879.  From  the  evidence  taken  it  appears  that 
Wadman  lived  on  said  land  with  his  family  from  1867  to  1871  with  the 
intention  of  securing  it  under  the  public  land  laws,  but  that  he  did  not 
declare  hia  Intention  to  become  a  citizen  until  October  27,  J86S,  seven 
days  after  the  definite  location.  In  1871  Wadman  sold  hia  improve- 
ments to  other  parties  who  in  1879  sold  to  Taylor  the  present  claimant. 
Taylor  has  maintained  continuous  residence  on  the  tract  with  his  family 
since  1879.  He  has  enclosed  it,  divided  it  by  fences  into  four  fields  and 
has  a  dwelling  house  and  twenty-five  acres  in  cultivation.  His  improve- 
ments are  valued  at  $1500.00. 

Your  office  held  that  the  claim  of  Wadman  excepted  the  land  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant  under  the  rule  in  the  case  of  Marleyhan  v. 
California  &  Oregon  E.  B.  Co.  (2  C.  L.  L.,  930).  That  case,  decided  by 
Secretary  Schurz  on  February  13, 1878,  held  that  (syllabus),  "  naturali- 
zation has  a  retroactive  effect,  and  makes  the  claim  of  a  pre-emptor  as 
valid  as  if  he  had  been  naturalized  before  settlement." 

« 

On  May  13, 1881,  in  the  case  of  McMurdie  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  B.  Co. 
(8  C.  L.  O.,  36),  it  was  held  the  settlement  of  one  who  has  not  declared 
his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  would  not  operate  to  except  land  from 
the  grant.  In  Titamore  v.  Southern  Pacific  (10  L.  D.,  463),  it  was  held 
that  the  settlement  ot  an  alien  would  not  prevent  selection  by  the  com- 
pany of  an  indemnity  tract,  and  that  '^  his  subsequent  qualifications 
could  not  relate  bivck  so  as  to  defeat  an  intervening  right,"  viz.,  the 
compan3''s. 

As  Wadman  did  not  declare  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  until 
after  the  rights  of  the  road  attached  on  definite  location,  I  must  hold,  on 
the  authority  of  these  later  decisions,  that  his  claim  was  not  sufficient 
to  except  said  trust  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

That  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed. 
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TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRY— HOMESTEAD  RIGHT. 

LiNVILLE  V.  ClBARWATERS  ET  AL.      (ON  REVIEW). 

The  allowance  of  a  timber  culture  entry  segregates  the  land  covered  thereby',  even 
though  such  entry  may  not  be  made  of  record;  and  the  failure  of  the  local  of- 
fice to  place  the  entry  of  record  will  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  entryman  there- 
under. 

The  Bubdequent  homestead  entry  of  another  for  such  land,  without  actual  notice  of 
the  prior  entry,  or  any  claim  thereunder,  followed  by  due  compliance  with  law, 
constitutes  a  legal  claim  that  will  attach  on  the  relinquishment  of  the  prior  entry, 
and  exclude  the  right  of  a  contestant  against  said  entry. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

1,  1890. 

This  motion  is  filed  by  A.  J.  Linville  for  review  of  the  decision  of  the 
Department  in  the  above  case,  re-instating  the  homestead  entry  of  J. 
W.  Williams,  for  the  NW.  i,  Sec.  15,  T.  1  N.,  R.  3  E.,  Tucson,  Arizona. 
(10  L.  D.,  59). 

The  material  facts  in  this  case  as  recited  in  said  decision  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Clearwaters  made  timber  culture  entry  of  the  tract  in  controversy 
July  18, 1878,  but  the  local  officers  neglected  to  enter  it  upon  the  tract 
books  of  the  office,  and  on  April  25,  1883,  Williams  ma<le  homestead 
entry  of  the  land,  established  residence  with  his  family,  and  made  valu- 
able improvements  thereon.  Clearwaters  made  no  effort  to  break  or 
cultivate  the  land,  and  there  was  nothing  upon  the  land  to  indicate  to 
Williams  that  there  was  an  adverse  claim. 

On  September  22, 1885,  you  held  Williams'  entry  for  cancellation,  be- 
cause of  conflict  with  the  timber  culture  entry  of  Clearwaters,  but  the 
local  officers,  instead  of  notifying  J.  W.  Williams,  sent  the  notice  to  J. 
D.  Williams,  in  consequence  of  which  no  appeal  was  taken,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 21,  1886,  his  entry  was  canceled. 

On  August  13,  1886,  Williams  applied  to  have  his  entry  reinstated, 
alleging  that  his  family  had  resided  on  the  land  with  him  since  his  entry, 
made  April  25,  1883,  and  that  he  had  made  valuable  improvements 
thereon ;  that  from  1877  to  date  of  entry  he  had  lived  within  one  mile 
of  said  land,  and  during  that  time  neither  Clearwaters,  nor  any  one  else, 
had  ever  made  any  attempt  to  cultivate  or  plant  timber  on  any  part  of 
it,  and  that  the  first  knowledge  or  intimation  he  had  of  any  conflicting 
claim  was  from  the  letter  of  the  register  of  the  local  office,  received 
August  8, 1886. 

This  affidavit  was  corroborated  by  three  persons,  who  lived  near  the 
land. 

On  July  29,  1886,  A.  J.  Linville  filed  a  contest  agaiinst  the  timber 
culture  entry  of  Clearwaters,  and  upon  a  hearing  had  thereon  the  local 
officers  recommended  the  cancellation  of  Cleai^waters'  entry,  and  allowed 
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liinville  the  preference  right  of  entry,  subject  to  whatever  intervening 
right  Williams  may  have  by  reason  of  his  application  to  rerinstate  his 
homestead  entry. 

Your  ofSce  denied  the  application  of  Williams  to  have  his  homestead 
entry  re-instated,  but  he  was  allowed  thirty  days  in  which  to  contest 
Glearwaters'  entry.  Williams  was  notified  of  this  December  16,  1887, 
but  he  did  not  file  contest  affidavit  until  March  14, 1888,  which  was  re- 
jected by  the  local  officers,  because  it  was  not  filed  in  time.  Upon  appeal, 
your  office  held  that  as  Williams  was  allowed  thirty  days  after  the  de- 
cision of  3'our  office  bi'came  final,  he  was  allowed  ninety  days,  at  least, 
in  which  to  file  contest. 

Upon  the  appeal  of  Linville  from  this  decision,  the  Department  in  the 
decision  now  under  review  held  that  there  was  no  rule  or  law  of  the 
Department  that  would  give  to  Williams  the  preference  right  of  con- 
test, but  that  the  rights  of  Williams  are  superior  to  those  of  Linville, 
for  the  reason  that  under  the  circumstances  his  entry  was  good  against 
all  persons,  except  Glearwaters,  from  the  first,  as  the  land  was  not  at 
the  time  of  his  entry  in  reservation  by  reason  of  any  act  of  Congress, 
nor  settled  upon,  improved,  and  in  the  possession  of  another;  nor  was 
there  upon,  the  land  any  indication  that  any  adverse  claim  existed. 

Glearwaters  relinquished  his  entry  November  IG,  18S7. 

A  review  of  this  ilecisiou  is  asked  upon  the  following  grounds  : 

1.  Because  Williams  had  exhausted  his  right  to  make  homestead 
entry. 

2.  Because  he  had  no  right  to  settle  upon  the  land,  as  it  was  at  the 
time  occupied  and  iiu proved  by  Walter  Hastings. 

3.  Because  Williams'  affidavit,  stating  that  he  had  no  notice  of  any 
confiicting  claims,  is  disproved  by  the  affidavit  of  Aversch,  showing 
that  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  ihirt3^  acres  of  the  land  were  cultivated, 
a  well  dug,  and  a  house  erected,  which  was  in  possession  of  Walter 
Hastings,  who  claimed  it  as  his  home. 

4.  Because,  while  the  entry  of  Glearwaters  was  not  placed  on  the 
tract  books,  the  number  of  said  entry  was  marked  upon  the  plat,  which 
was  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  one. 

As  to  the  issues  presented  in  the  first,  second,  and  third  grounds  set 
forth  in  the  motion  for  review,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they  do  not 
materially  afi;ect  the  real  issue  in  this  case,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
consider  them.  If  Williams  is  not  qualified  to  make  entry,  or  if  there 
are  adverse  claims  to  the  land,  they  can  be  presented  in  a  contest 
against  his  entry. 

The  material  question  involved  in  this  case  is,  whether  Williams 
could  initiate  such  a  claim  or  right  by  settlement  and  entry,  notwith- 
standing the  land  at  the  time  was  covered  by  a  prior  timber-culture 
entry,  as  would  defeat  the  preference  right  of  a  third  party  who  sought 
to  contest  the  former  entry.  Upon  this  question  the  Department  held 
that ''  A  homestead  entry  made  on  land  covered  by  the  prior  timber 
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culture  entry  of  another  not  of  record,  and  under  which  no  right  of 
possession  was  asserted  or  acts  in  compliance  with  law  performed,  is 
good  as  against  every  one  except  the  timber  culture  eutryman,  and  the 
right  of  a  third  party  to  contest  said  timber  culture  entry  is  excluded 
thereby." 

It  is  contended,  however,  by  contestant  that  the  Department  erred 
in  holding  that  the  timber  culture  entry  of  Glearwaters  was  not  of 
record,  because  while  it  did  not  appear  on  the  tract  books,  the  number 
of  the  entry  was  marked  upon  the  plat,  which  was  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  every  one.  This  may  be  true,  but  it  was  not  such  a  record  of 
the  entry  as  would  charge  Williams  with  notice  in  determining  the 
question  whether  he  acted  in  good  faith  in  making  his  entry  without 
first  applying  to  contest  the  timber  culture  entry  of  Glearwaters. 

The  entry  of  Glearwaters  having  been  allowed,  segregated  the  land, 
even  though  it  may  not  have  been  entered  of  record,  and  the  failure  to 
place  it  of  record  would  not  affect  his  rights ;  but  from  the  fact  that  the 
entry  was  not  placed  of  record  on  the  tract  books,  and  that  Williams 
had  no  actual  notice  thereof,  or  notice  of  any  assertion  of  claim  by 
Glearwaters,  and  he  having  been  allowed  to  make  homestead  entry  of 
the  land  upon  which  he  has  resided  continuously,  with  his  family,  and 
made  valuable  improvements  thereon,  relying  upon  the  validity  of  said 
entry,  it  constituted  a  legal  claim  that  would  attach  to  the  land  the  in- 
stant it  became  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  Pool  t;.  Maloughny,  II L. 
D.,  197.  Nor  could  the  application  of  a  third  party  to  contest  the  entry 
of  Glearwaters  intervene  to  defeat  this  right.  No  one  had  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  allowance  of  the  entry  of  Williams,  except  Glearwaters 
and  th.e  government,  and  it  was  on  this  view  that  it  was  held  that,  ^^  as 
to  all  parties,  except  Glearwaters,  the  land  was  public  laud  at  the  date 
of  Williams'  entry." 

The  motion  is  denied. 

RAILROAD  GRANT— ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1887. 

Hawoeth  V.  St.  Joseph  and  Denver  Gity  R.  R.  Co. 

The  Department  has  jurisdiction  to  entertain  an  application  for  the  re-instatement  of 
an  entry  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1887,  if  there  has  been  no  formal  adjustment 
of  the  grant. 

An  applicant  for  the  right  of  re-instatement  under  said  act  will  not  be  heard  to  deny 
that  he  voluntarily  abandoned  his  homestead  entry  where  he  has  sold  and  trans- 
ferred for  a  valuable  consideration  ''all  his  estate,  title,  and  interest''  in  and  to 
the  land  covered  thereby. 

Secretary  XohU  to  tJie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

2,  1890. 

By  letter  of  September  7,  1887,  your  office  transmitted  the  applica- 
catioD  of  Ira  Haworth  for  the  reinstatement  of  his  homestead  entry  for 
the  W.  J  of  the  SW.  J  and  the  8E.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  19,  T.  4  S.,  R.  4 
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E.,  Ooncordia/  Kansas  land  district,  and  recommended  that  the  St. 
Joseph  and  Denver  City  Railroad  company,  for  whose  benefit  the  land 
had  been  certified  be  called  upon  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 1887  (24  Stat.,  556)^ 
to  relinqnish  or  reconvey  said  land  to  the  United  States.  By  depart- 
mental letter  of  March  2,  1888,  the  papers  were  returned  to  your  office 
with  instructions  to  proceed  as  directed  in  departmental  decision  of 
February  21, 1888  in  the  case  of  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Co.  (6 
L.  D.,  544). 

By  letter  of  June  19, 1890  you  forwarded  the  papers  in  the  case  re- 
porting that  notice  had  been  given  to  John  B.  Bloss,  formerly  attorney 
for  the  railroad  company  and  to  Clay,  Robinson  and  Co.,  the  reputed 
present  owners  of  the  land  to  show  cause  why  proceedings  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1887,  should  not  be  instituted.  With  these  papers  was 
a  communication  from  Mr.  Bloss  stating,  '<  I  ceased  to  be  attorney  of 
said  company  on  obtaining  an  adjustment  of  its  land  grant  some  years 
before  the  passage  of  said  act  of  March  3,  1887,  and  consequently  I 
herewith  return  your  letter  for  service  on  whom  it  may  concern."  Mr. 
Bloss,  however,  proceeded  to  set  up  certain  facts  coming  to  his  knowl- 
ed;;e  while  acting  as  attorney  for  said  company  which  as  he  claims, 
show  this  Department  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  matter.  By  letter  of 
June  30, 1890,  you  transmitted  the  reply  of  Clay,  Robinson  and  Co., 
claiming  to  be  the  present  owners  of  the  land,  the  delay  in  the  filing  of 
which  was,  it  is  claimed,  occasioned  by  a  mistake  in  the  notice  first 
sent  them,  the  land  being  described  therein  as  in  section  nine  instead 
of  nineteen. 

It  is  contended  that  the  action  contemplated  should  not  be  taken  for 
various  reasons  in  substance  as  follows : 

1st.  Because  the  grant  to  said  company  had  been  fully  adjusted  ])rior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1887. 

2d.  Because  Haworth  applied  in  1878  to  have  his  entry  re  instated 
which  application  was  rejected  bj'  which  action  his  rights  in  the 
premises  were  fully  adjudicated. 

3rd.  Haworth  has  executed  and  filed  a  relinquishment  of  all  rights 
under  his  entry. 

4th.  Baworth  is  estopped  from  asking  this  relief  because  the  present 
owners  claim  through  him,  he  having  entered  into  a  contract  to  pur- 
chase said  land  from  the  railroad  company,  which  contract  he  after- 
wards assigned  and  also  executed  a  quit  claim  deeii  of  his  right  in  the 
land. 

5th.  That  this  application  does  not  conform  in  any  particular  with 
the  regulations  of  February  13,  1889  (8  L.  D.,  348),  governing  such  ap- 
plications. 

This  petition  is  not  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  prescribed, 
but  since  it  was  filed  before  any  regulations  to  govern  proceedings 
under  the  act  in  question  had  been  formulated,  consideration  should 
not  be  denied  it  on  this  ground. 
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Au  inquiry  at  the  railroad  division  of  your  office  elicited  the  informa- 
tion that  while  the  claims  of  said  company  under  its  grant  have  been 
virtually  determined,  yet  there  has  been  no  formal  adjustment  of  that 
grant.  I  am  not  inclined  under  these  circumstances  to  decline  to  con- 
sider this  petition  on  the  ground  of  lack  of  jurisdiction  in  the  Depart- 
ment under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887. 

If  Ha  worth  comes  within  the  provisions  of  this  act  of  March  3,  1887, 
he  can  not  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  such  act  by  the  fact  that  he  had 
been  denied  the  same  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April 
21,  1876.  The  object  of  the  later  act  was  to  afford  relief  to  those  whose 
entries  had  been  erroneously  canceled,  (Gale  t?.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Go.  10  L.  D.,  307),  and  it  might  be  properly  added  that  said  later  act  is 
peculiarly  applicable  to  those  cases  where  relief  is  not  afforded  by  any 
former  remedial  law. 

One  is  not  necessarily  estopped  from  claiming  the  benefit  of  the 
X)rovisions  of  this  act  by  the  fact  that  he  has  abandoned  the  land  and 
executed  a  relinquishment  of  his  rights  under  the  entry  sought  to  be 
re-instated,  if  such  action  was  caused  by  a  decision  of  the  proper  officers 
that  the  land  passed  to  the  railroad  company  under  its  grant.  Barrfs 
V.  Northern  Pacific  R  E.  Co.  (10  L.  D.,  264) ;  Gale  v.  Northern  Pacific 
K.  R.  Co.  (10  L.  D.,  307). 

In  this  case  Ilaworth's  entry  was  canceled  in  1873,  but  his  relinquish- 
ment was  not  executed  until  1882,  and  then  it  was  apparently  made 
in  furtherance  of  his  application  for  the  repayment  of  the  fees  and 
commission  paid  in    making  such  entry,  and  upon    the  requinMueut 
of  your  office.    Haworth  had,  however,  in    the  meantime,  on  Febru- 
ary 27,  1880,  contracted  to  purchase  said  land  from  the  railroad  ex)m- 
pany,  receiving  a  bond   for  a  deed,  and  had  on  June  14,  1880,  sold 
and  conveyed  by  quitclaim  deed  for  the  expressed  consideration  of 
$460,  all  his  interest  in  said  land ;  and  had  on  June  23,  1880,  :i«$igned 
the  bond  for  a  deed.     It  is  through  the  parties  to  whom  Haworth  thus 
transterred  his  claim  to  this  land  that  the  parties  now  opposing  this 
petition  for  reinstatement  of  the  homestead  entry  claim  title.     By  this 
recognition  of  the  title  of  the  railroad  company,  and  ai)parent  aban- 
donment of  his  claim  to  said  land  under  the  homestead  law,  Haworth 
induced  these  parties  to  invest  their  money  in  the  purchase  of  this  land, 
and  he  can  not  now  in  good  conscience  be  heard  to  say  to  the  injury  of 
those  parties  that  he  did  not  voluntarily  abandon  his  claim  under  the 
homestead  entry.    What  might  have  been  his  standing  here  had  no 
third  parties  been  induced  by  him  to  invest  money  in  this  land,  it  is 
not  now  necessary  to  determine.    Haworth  will  not,  after  this  sale  and 
transfer  for  a  valuable  consideration  of  ^*  all  his  estate,  title  and  in- 
terest "  in  and  to  said  land  be  heard  to  say  that  he  did  not  voluntarily 
abandon  his  claim  thereto.    Under  the  circumstances  here  presented  I 
must  decline  to  direct  or  recommend  any  further  proceedings  in  this 
matter,  and  the  petition  under  consideration  is  hereby  denied. 
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FINAL  PROOF— ACT  OF  MAY  86,  1890. 

Edward  Bowker. 

The  purpose  of  the  act  of  May  26,  1890,  aathorizing  final  proofs  to  be  takou  before 
"  any  commissioner  of  the  United  States  circuit  court "  is  to  designate  an  addi- 
tional or  new  officer  before  whom  snch  proofs  might  be  taken,  and  not  to  change 
in  any  manner  existing  provisions  defining  the  place  for  taking  snch  proofs. 

The  circniar  of  June  S5,  1890,  issued  under  said  act,  must  be  construed  to  mean  that 
»aid  act  does  not  authorize  the  making  of  the  proofs  and  affidavits  mentioned 
therein  before  said  commissioner  outside  the  county  and  State  or  district  and  ter- 
ritory in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  subject  to  the  exception  provided  for  in 
case  the  lands  are  within  an  unorganized  county. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissionor  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

2,1890. 

I  am  ia  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  attorney  of  E.  P.  Wells  claiming 
as  transferee  of  the  NW.  J  Sec.  25,  T.  139  N,  R.  63  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota, 
by  purchase  from  the  entryman  Edward  Bowker,  in  which  be  states  that 
said  Bowker  is  now  residing  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  and  asks  that  the 
decision  of  the  Department  (10  L.  D.,  548),  directing  that  said  Bowker 
be  allowed  to  submit  final  proof  on  his  said  homestead  entry  be  so  far 
modified  as  to  allow  said  proof  to  be  made  in  Nebraska. 

The  only  question  involved  in  this  case  is,  the  construction  to  be 
placed  upon  the  act  of  May  26,  1890;  that  portion  of  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  consider  reads  as  follows : 

That  the  proof  of  settlement,  residence,  occupation,  cultivation,  irrigation,  or  ro- 
claniatiou,  the  affidavit  of  uou-alienatiou,  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  all  other  atli- 
dav.tK  required  to  he  made  under  the  homestead,  pre-emption,  timber  culture  and 
desert  laud  laws,  may  be  made  before  any  commissioner  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court,  or  before  the  judge  or  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or 
parish  in  which  the  lauds  are  situated;  and  the  proof,  affidavit,  and  oath,  when 
80  made  and  duly  eubscribed,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  etfect  as  if  made  be- 
fore the  register  and  receiver  when  transmitted  to  them,  and  with  the  fee  and 
conuniasions  allowed  and  required  by  law. 

Was  it  the  intent  of  Congress  by  this  act  to  so  far  remove  the  sub- 
mission of  the  final  proof  from  the  laud  desired  to  be  entered  as  to 
allow  it  to  be  *'  made  be/ore  any  commissioner  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court,"  in  the  United  States  no  matter  how  remote  he  might  re- 
side from  the  land,  or  was  it  only  the  intent  to  provide  an  additional 
officer  before  whom  proof  might  be  submitted?  It  is  not  questioned 
that  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  law  allowed  such  proof  to  be 
made  only  before  the  register  or  receiver,  a  judge,  or  in  his  absence,  a 
clerk  of  a  court  of  record  in  the  county  or  state,  district  or  territory  in 
which  the  laud  is  situated.  General  circular,  January  1,  1889,  page 
15,  and  while  the  words  of  this  act  might  seem  at  first  view  to  au- 
thorize the  making  of  proof,  "  before  any  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court "  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  within 
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which  the  land  is  situated,  yet  I  have  concluded  after  an  analysis  of 
the  question  that  the  act  will  not  bear  such  interpretation. 

It  should  be  premised  that  from  the  beginning  the  pre-emption  law 
has  required  proof  to  be  made  before  the  register  or  receiver.  By  act 
of  June  9,  18S0,  (2L  Stats.,  169),  pre-emptors  were  allowed  to  make  the 
affidavit  showing  compliance  with  the  law,  before  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court,  or  of  any  court  of  record  *'  of  the  county  and  State  or  district  and 
Territory  in  which  the  lands  are  situated,"  or  in  an  adjacent  county  in 
the  State  or  Territory  if  the  lands  were  situated  iu  an  unorganized 
county.  Until  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1877,  (19  Stats.,  403), 
homestead  claimants  were  required  to  make  proof  before  the  register 
or  receiver.  That  act  authorized  the  making  of  such  proof  before  the 
judge,  or  in  his  absence,  before  the  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  of  the 
county  and  State  or  district  and  Territory  in  which  the  lauds  are  sit- 
uate, with  a  provision  similar  to  chat  above  as  to  unorganized  counties. 
The  act  of  June  9, 1880,  also  authorized  the  making  of  the  affidavit  in 
commuted  homestead  cases  as  in  pre-emption  cases. 

It  thus  appears  that  it  has  been  the  constant  policy  of  the  law  to  re- 
quire claimants  under  these  laws  to  go  before  the  local  officers  in  mak- 
ing proof  or  at  least  before  a  responsible  officer  of  the  county  withia 
which  the  land  lies.  The  obvious  iiurpose  of  this  policy  is  to  secure 
the  proper  and  convenient  examination  of  the  matters  submitted.  An 
intention  to  abandon  this  policy  should  not  be  imputed  to  Congress 
unless  the  terms  of  the  law  admit  of  no  other  construction.  Morton  v, 
Nebraska  (21  W^all.,  600),  State  of  Colorado  (10  L.  D.,  222). 

Section  627  U.  S.,  authorizes  ejich  circuit  court  to  appoint 

iu  (lifteront  parts  of  the  district  for  which  it  is  hehl  so  many  discreet  persons  as  it 
may  deem  necessary  who  nhall  be  called  ''Commissioners  of  the  circuit  conrts"  and 
sball  exercise  the  powers  which  are  or  may  be  expressly  conferred  by  law  upon  com- 
missioners of  circuit  courts. 

If  this  statute  in  question  authorizes  a  homestead  claimant  to  make 
his  proof  before  any  such  commissioner  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  reverses  the  settled  policy  of  Congress  in  that  regard.  I  find 
nothing  in  the  history  of  the  act  to  warrant  this  construction.  There 
was  no  complaint  that  the  law  as  it  stood  worked  mischief,  nor  was 
any  such  remedy  called  for.  The  bill  as  reported  from  the  committee 
of  public  lands  of  the  House  of  Representatives  contained  the  pro- 
vision as  enacted.  In  response  to  the  question  whether  the  bill  changed 
the  system  of  compensating  registers  and  receiv^ers,  Mr.  McRae,  in 
charge  of  the  bill,  replied  : 

It  makes  no  change  whatever  as  to  the  compensation.  It  only  provides  that  affi- 
davits for  these  entries  may  be  made  before  a  new  officer t  who  is  named,  to  wit,  the 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  circuit  court,  and  may  be  transmitted  to  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver.  .  .  .  The  only  thing  left  is  the  provision  permitting,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  settlor,  the^e  affidavits  to  be  made  before  a  commissioner  and 
transmitted  by  mail  to  the  receiver,  instead  of  requiring  the  settler  to  go  in  person 
to  the  land  office. 
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This  was  the  substance  of  the  debate  and  th&  bill  was  so  passed. 
The  report  of  said  committee  defined  the  scope  of  the  bill  as  follows : 

The  purpose  of  the  hill  is  to  aathorize  all  affidavits  and  depositions  under  che  pah- 
lio  land  laws  to  be  made  before  and  certified  by  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
circnit  court  or  clerks  of  a  conrt  of  record  for  the  coanty  in  which  the  land  is  sit- 
uated, and  to  fix  the  fees  for  snch  work.  It  is  for  the  convenience  of  the  settlers 
and  does  not  in  any  way  change  the  fees  of  the  register  and  receiver.  Cong.  Rec. 
51st  Cong.  1st  Sess.  Vol.  21  p.  2414. 

The  bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate  without  debate,  other  than  a  state- 
ment from  Senator  Berry  who  reported  it  from  the  committee,  and 
said :  ' 

It  is  an  amendment  to  the  homestead  law  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  taking  proof 
of  homestead  applications.     (Idem.  p.  3215). 

From  this  history  of  the  act  I  conclade  that  the  purpose  of  this  enact- 
ment was  simply  to  designate  an  additional  or  "  new  oflScer''  before 
whom  snch  proofs  could  be  taken,  and  not  to  change  in  any  manner  the 
provisions  defining  the  place  for  taking  such  proofs. 

By  this  construction  the  act  harmonizes  with  the  history,  with  the 
antecedent  legislation  on  the  same  subject,  and  with  itself.  It  would 
certainly  be  incongruous  if  a  pre-emptorin  Oalifornia  might  make  proof 
in  Maine,  and  yet  could  not  go  before  any  judge  in  his  own  Slate  out- 
side of  his  own  county. 

By  this  construction  the  constant  and  evident  object  of  the  law  that 
proof  should  be  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  is  preserved.  In  some 
instances  the  jurisdiction  of  a  circuit  court  commissioner  extends  over 
an  entire  State.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose,  in  the  light  of  the  ex- 
amination herein  made,  that  Congress  intended  to  allow  proof  to  be 
made  in  a  ])art  of  the  State  distant  from  the  laud  and  thus  deprive 
other  interested  parties  of  the  ordinary  right  of  appearing  in  the  case 
and  testing  the  claimant's  compliance  with  law. 

In  the  circular  of  June  25,  1890  (10  L.  D.,  687),  calling  the  attention 
of  local  officers  to  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  May  26, 1890,  the  follow- 
ing appears : 

The  third  paragraph  (of  said  act)  refers  to  final  proofs,  and  affidavits  reqitin  d  to  be 
made  under  the  homestead,  pre-emption,  timber-cnltnro  and  desert  land  laws,  and 
provides  rhat  said  proofs  and  affidavits  may  be  made  before  any  commissioner  of  the 
United  States  circuit  conrt  having  jurisdiction  over  the  county  in  which  the  lands 
are  situated,  or  before  the  judge  or  clerk  (not  necessarily  the  clerk  in  the  absence  of 
the  jndge)  of  any  court  of  record  of  the  county  or  parish  in  which  the  lauds  are  sit- 
uated. 

This  must  be  read  in  the  light  of  the  more  explicit  interpretation  now 
put  upon  the  HCt  and  must  be  held  to  mean  that  the  law  doos  not  au- 
thorize the  making  of  such  proofs  and  affidavits  before  such  commis- 
sioner outside  of  the  county  and  State  or  district  and  Territory  in  which 
the  lands  are  situated,  unless  the  lands  are  situated  in  an  unorganized 
county,  which  case  is  otherwise  fully  provided  forl)y  law. 

The  application  is  accordingly  denied. 


y 


/ 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY-COMMITTATION- ACT  OF  MARCH  8,  1880. 

Eli  M.  Hutchinson.  * 

One  who  snbroito  final  comrantation  proof  for  part  of  the  land  covered  by  his  original 
homestead  entry  exbansts  his  rights  under  such  entry,  but  may  be  permitted  to 
make  application  for  an  additional  entry  under  section  6,  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
18d9. 

FiT%t  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  August  4,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  Eli  M.  Hutch- 
insou  from  your  office  decision  of  October  9,  1885,  rejecting  his  final 
proof  for  the  E.  ^  of  the  NW.  |  of  Sec.  35,  T.  28  N.,  R.  10  W.,  Irouton, 
Missouri,  land  district. 

On  November  22, 1882,  Hutchinson  made  homestead  entry  embracing 
said  tract  and  the  W.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  the  same  section.  On  April  30, 
1884,  he  submitted  final  proof  and  made  commutation  cash  entry  for 
said  VV.  ^  of  the  NE.  J  of  said  section  upon  which  patent  was  subse- 
quently issued. 

On  January  17,  18S5,  he  submitted  homestead  final  proof  for  the  other 
tract  included  in  his  original  entry  which  proof  the  local  officers  ap- 
proved and  issued  final  certificate  to  the  entryman.  This  proof  was 
rejected  by  your  office  upon  the  theory  that  Hutchinson  by  making 
commutation  prooffor  apartof  the  land  embraced  in  the  original  entry 
exhauste<l  his  right  under  the  homestead  law.  This  case  was  hereto- 
fore considered  and  by  departmental  decision  of  September  5, 1890,  it 
was  held  that  under  the  law  of  March  2,  1889  (25  Stat.,  854),  such  final 
proof  nught  be  accepted.  Said  decision  was,  however,  recalled  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  final  proof  is  entirely  satisfactory  in  every  respect  and  indicate>s 
that  Hutchinson  has  acted  in  good  faith.  He  states  that  he  was  l^d  to 
commute  his  entry  as  he  did  because  he  had  lost  his  team  and  was  una- 
ble to  procure  another  and  had  an  opportunity  to  sell  the  pine  timber 
on  that  part  of  his  entry;  that  before  taking  any  steps  however,  he 
consulted  with  the  register  of  the  Ironton  land  office,  who  informed  him 
he  could  commute  on  a  part  of  his  entry  and  afterwards  make  final 
homestead  proof  on  the  balance  and  get  a  patent  for  it.  This  advice 
was  erroneous,  however,  and  Hutchinson  can  not  claim  thereunder  a 
right  not  given  him  by  the  law. 

The  rule  that  by  commutation  the  original  entry  becomes  merged  in 
the  cash  entry,  is  well  established.  One  who  submits  final  commutation 
proof  for  a  part  of  the  land  covered  by  his  original  homestead  entry, 
exhausts  his  rights  under  such  entry.    Nathan  T.  Jennings  (8  L.  D.,  53). 

In  the  case  now  under  consideration  Hutchinson  had  consummated 
his  original  entry  by  acquiring  title  by  way  of  a  commutation  cash  en- 
try to  a  part  of  the  land  and  there  was  therefore  no  entry  in  existence 
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upon  which  to  base  the  final  certificate  issued  in  January  1885.  For 
these  reasons  your  office  decision  rejecting  the  final  proof  now  under 
consideration  4ras  correct  and  must  be  sustained,  and  the  departmental 
decision  of  September  5,  1890  is  hereby  revoked  and  set  aside. 

While  Hutchinson  can  not  be  allowed  to  take  the  land  involved  upon 
the  proof  heretofore  submitted,  yet  the  facts  presented  would  seem  to 
bring  him  within  the  provisions  of  section  6  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889 
(25  Stat.,  854).  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  casiB  and  the 
apparent  good  faith  of  the  claimant,  he  will  be  allowed  ninety  days  from 
notice  hereof  within  which  to  make  application  for  an  additional  entry 
under  said  act,  to  cover  the  land  in  question. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified. 


PRACTICE  -INTERVENORr- ATTORNEY. 

Julia  E.  Quironet. 

If  the  sworn  statement  disclosinp^  the  interest  of  an  intervenor  can  in  any  case  be 
made  by  an  attorney,  it  can  only  be  on  a  full  statement  of  his  means  of  knowl- 
edge, and  snch  facts  as  will  show  affirmatively  and  positively  that  the  party  seek- 
ing to  intervene  has  a  present  interest  in  the  subject-matter  involved. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  4,  1890. 

On  May  12,  1884,  Julia  E.  Quironet  filed  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  the  8E.  J  Sec.  27,  T.  120  N.,  R.  77  W.,  Huron  land  dis- 
trict,  South  Dakota,  alleging  settlement  May  11,  1884.  November  12, 
1884,  she  offered  final  proof  before  the  clerk  of  the  probate  court  of 
Potter  county,  D.  T.,  and  on  December  12,  same  year,  final  cash  certifi- 
cate was  issued  thereon  for  the  tract. 

October  6, 1887,  your  office  suspended  said  entry,  rejected  the  final 
proof  and  required  claimant  to  make  new  publication  and  new  proof, 
and  directed  the  local  office  to  notify  her  of  such  action  and  that  she 
would  be  allowed  "  ninety  days  in  which  to  comply  or  appeal.'' 

The  register  informed  your  office  that  notice  of  the  decision  was  sent 
by  registered  mail  to  claimant's  address  May  9, 1888,  but  the  same  *'  was 
retnmed  unclaimed ; "  that  notice  was  also  given  to  W.  W.  McDonald, 
mortgagee,  by  registered  mail  May  9, 1888. 

July  9,  1888,  one  S.  M.  West,  attorney  on  behalf  of  the  Western 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  of  Pierre,  Dakota,  filed  an  appeal  from  your 
said  office  decision,  and  on  April  1, 1889,  your  office  returned  said  appeal 
to  the  local  office  so  "  that  the  appellants  may  comply  with  rule  102, 
Rules  of  Practice." 

August  29,  1889,  the  register  informed  your  office  that  on  April  10, 
1889,  S.  M.  West  was  duly  notified  of  said  requirement  and  that  u^)  to 
date  no  action  had  been  taken  by  him.    September  24,  1889,  you  trans- 
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mitted  the  case  to  this  Department  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Bale  82  of  the  Bales  of  Practice,  and  the  case  is  now  before  me. 

The  notice  of  appeal  filed  in  this  case  purports  to  be  signed  by  S.  M. 
West  as  attorney  for  appellant  named  therein,  and  accompanying  the 
same  he  filed  the  following  statement,  viz : — 

I,  S.  M.  West,  being  duly  sworn  depose  and  say  that  I  am  attorney  for  the  Western 
Loan  aad  Trust  Compauy  of  Pierre,  Dakota,  and  am  authorized  to  appear  and  appeal 
th3  above  case  of  J.  £.  Quironet,  S.  £.  *27-120'77,  on  which  said  company  have  a  par- 
chase  money  mortgage ;  that  said  company  has  informed  me,  and  I  believe  snob  in- 
formation to  be  true,  that  the  claimant  has  left  the  Territory  and  cannot  be  brought 
bade  to  make  new  proof  on  the  above  land. 

(signed)  8.  M.  West. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this       day  of  July  IHSS, 

The  foregoing  statement  appears  not  to  have  been  executed  before 
any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  but  if  it  had  been  duty 
executed  it  would  not  conform  to  the  requirements  of  Rule  102  of  the 
Rules  of  Practice,  which  provides  that  '*  No  person  not  a  party  to  the 
record  shall  intervene  in  a  case  without  first  disclosing  on  oath  the 
nature  of  his  interest.'' 

Neither  the  company  nor  its  alleged  attorney  were  parties  to  the 
record  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  it  has  been  held  that — 

If  an  oath  made  by  an  attorney  could  be  accepted  in  any  case  as  a  compliance  with 
that  rule  (102)  it  could  only  be  after  a  full  statement  of  his  means  of  knowledge,  and 
of  such  facts  as  would  show  affirmatively  and  positively  that  the  party  seeking  to 
intervene  had  at  the  time  a  present  interest  in  the  subject  matter  involved.  Elmer 
E.  Bush  (9  L.  D.,  628). 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated  the  appeal  of  said  company  is  accord- 
ingly dismissed. 


PRE-EMPTIOX     ENTRY— MARRIED    WOMAX— EQUITABLE      ADJUDICA- 
TION. 

Margaret  D.  Bailey. 

A  married  woman  may  be  permitted  to  make  a  pre-emption  entry  with  a  view  to  its 
equitable  adjudicatiou,  where  the  proof  shows  that  she  had  duly  complied  with 
the  law  in  the  luatter  of  filing,  residence,  and  improvements  prior  to  her  marriage. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office,  October  4,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Margaret  D,  Bailey,  formerly  Wy- 
brant,  from  your  office  decision  of  December  17,  1887,  rejecting  her 
final  pre-emption  proof  for  the  SW.|  Sec.  3,  T.  20  S.,  R.  21  W.,  Wa 
Kecney,  Kansas  land  district  and  holding  for  cancellation  her  pre- 
iMnption  filing. 

^largaret  D.  Wybrant  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for 
<;ii(l  land  Angnst  Tth,  alleging  settlement  August  2, 188-1,  and  on  March 
liU,  1S87,  submitted  finaljproof  in  support  thereof  under  the  name  of  Mar- 
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garet  D.  Bailey.  This  proof  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  upon  the 
ground  that  being  a  married  woman  at  the  date  of  her  final  proof  she 
was  not  then  a  qualified  pre-emptor  and  that  action  was  affirmed  by 
your  office. 

The  final  proof  shows  that  this  claimant  was  at  the  time  of  her  set- 
tlement and  filing  in  August  1884,  a  qualified  pre-emptor;  that  she 
then*established  her  residence  on  said  tract  and  had  resided  there  con- 
iDOuslj  to  date  of  final  proof;  that  her  improvements,  consisting  of  a 
sod  house,  seventeen  by  forty  feet  with  three  doors  and  four  windows, 
a  sod  stable  eighteen  by  twenty-six  feet,  a  corral,  a  well,  fencing  and 
seven  acres  of  breaking  were  worth  $420,  and  that  she  was  married  to 
James  Bailey  February  26, 1886. 

It  is  not  shown  when  the  improvements  were  placed  on  this  land,  but 
inasmuch  as  the  claimant  had  made  her  home  there  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  months  prior  to  the  date  of  her  marriage,  it  is  only  fair  to  con- 
clude that  such  of  them  as  were  necessary  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  law  were  made  prior  to  that  date. 

The  recital  of  the  facts  in  this  case  shows  that  it  is  in  every  feature 
except  that  here  the  claimant  had  not  prior  to  her  marriage  given  notice 
of  her  intention  to  submit  final  proof,  the  same  as  the  case  of  Mary  E. 
Funk  (9  L.  D.,  215),  where  the  entry  was  allowed  and  submitted  to  the 
board  of  equitable  adjudication  for  consideration.  In  the  case  of  Emma 
McGlurg  (10  L.  D.,  629),  after  a  reference  to  the  Funk  case  among  others, 
it  was  said — '^  I  am  unable  to  preceive  that  the  fact  that  thepre-emptor 
has  given  notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  can  materially  alter 
the  case."  The  case  now  under  consideration  differs  from  the  McGlurg 
case  only  in  the  fact  that  here  no  money  has  been  paid  and  no  final, 
certificate  issued. 

This  case  clearly  c^raes  within  the  rule  established  by  the  decisions 
referred  to  and  should  be  disposed  of  accordingly.  The  decision  a])- 
pealed  trom  is  reversed  and  it  is  directed  that  Mrs.  Bailey  be  allowed  to 
complete  her  entry  by  making  payment  after  which  it  will  be  referred 
board  to  the  of  equitable  adjudication  for  consideration. 


HOMESTEAD  EXTRY— CONTIGITITY  OF  TRACTS   ENTERED. 

Douglas  Randall. 

Tracts  of  land  cornering  on  each  other  are  not  within  the  rule  of  contiguity  required 
under  a  homestead  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  9,  1890. 

I  have  connidered  the  appeal  of  Douglas  Randall,  Sr.,  from  the  decis- 
ion of  your  oflBce  dated  June  14,  1889,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local 
office,  rejecting  his  ai)plication  to  make  final  proof  on  his  homestead 
entry  for  lots  3  and  4  Sec.  31,  T.  33,  R.  23,  and  E.  i  SK.  J  of  Sec. 
-'3,  T.  33,  R.  24  W.  Valentine  land  district,  Nebraska. 
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March  1, 1884,  he  made  homestead  entry  for  said  tract,  and  on  March 
4,  1889,  he  gave  the  usual  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  final  proof, 
which  was  rejected  and  the  following  endorsed  thereon,  viz : 

This  application  is  rejected  for  the  reason  that  the  lands  described  are  not  contign- 
ous.    Lots  3  and  4  Sec.  31,  T.  33,  R.  23,  only  coroerinj;  with  the  E.  i  SE.  i  Sec.  25, 

T.  33,  R.  24. 

(Signed)  S.  F.  Burtch,  Reg. 

Sam.  G.  Glover,  Rec. 

He  appealed  from  this  judgment,  and  on  June  14,  1889,  your  office 
affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers  and  directed  them  to  notify  the 
claimant  that  he  would  be  required 

to  surrender  such  tracts  as  are  uou-oontignons,  as  he  may  elect,  with  the  right  to 
amend  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace  other  contiguous  land  in  lieu  thereof,  or  if  there  is 
no  contiguous  land  he  can  surrender  his  entry  without  prejudice  to  his  rights  to  make 
a  new  one  on  any  unappropriated  land  subject  to  homestead  entry. 

(Jlaimant  again  appealed. 

From  examination  of  the  record  in  this  case,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  decision  of  your  office  was  proper  and  in  accordance  with  law,  and 
tlie  decisions  of  this  Department.  Hugh  Miller  (5  L.  D.,  683) ;  Svang 
V.  Tofley  (6  L.  D.,621);  G.  P.  Masterson  (7  L.  D.,  172). 

The  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— RESIDENCE— MILITARY  SERVICE. 

George  W.  Peterson. 

In  case  a  discrepancy  appears  between  the  proof  of  military  service  submitted,  and 
the  records  of  the  War  Department,  the  proper  practice  is  to  allow  the  claimant 
a  reasonable  time  to  explain  the  discrepancy,  and  if  he  is  unable  to  do  so,  he 
should  then  be  required  to  show  sufficient  actual  residence  on  the  land  to  com> 
plete  the  requisite  period. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office^  October  6,  1890. 

The  appeal  of  George  W.  Peterson  from  your  office  decision  of  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1889,  shows  that  on  May  4,  1885,  said  Peterson  made  home- 
stead entry  ot  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  8,  T.  16  X.,  R.  26  W.,  North  Platte, 
Nebraska,  and  established  residence  thereon  May  9,  of  the  same  year. 

He  submitted  his  final  proof  December  16,  1886,  which  was  accepted 
by  the  register  and  receiver  and  final  certificate,  No.  1209,  issued 
thereon.  With  said  proof  he  submitted  a  copy  of  his  discharge  from 
Co.  F.,  51st  Illinois  Infantry,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  entered  the 
service  January  2,  1802,  and  was  discharged  May  26,  1865,  making  his 
term  of  service  three  years,  four  months  and  twenty-four  days,  which, 
with  his  actual  residence  on  the  laud,  would  make  one  day  more  than 
the  required  five  years. 

Accompanying  the  record  is  the  certificate  of  E.  0.  Drum,  Adjutant 
General,  from  which  it  appears  that  Peterson  was  enrolled  on  the  2d  of 
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JwMy  1862,  instead  of  the  2d  of  Januaryy  as  shown  by  his  discbargOi 
thas  making  his  residence  five  months  less  than  the  five  years  required. 

Upon  this  showing  yoar  office  suspended  the  entry,  and  required  him 
to  fnmish  supplemental  proof,  without  publication,  showing  the  full 
five  years  residence.  He  did  not  comply  with  this  requirement,  but  has 
appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  decision  of  your  office  was  right.  When  a  discrepancy  appears 
between  the  proof  of  service  submitted  and  the  records  of  tne  War 
Department,  it  is  the  proper  practice  to  allow  the  claimant  a  reasonable 
time  to  explain,  if  he  can,  the  discrepancy  (Thomas  Graham,  3  G.  L.  O., 
164),  and  if  he  is  unable  to  do  so,  then  he  should  be  allowed  to  show 
sufficient  actual  residence  on  the  land  to  complete  the  full  five  years. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  the  War  Department  shows  con- 
clusively that  Peterson  was  enrolled  on  the  2d  of  June,  instead  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  and  therefore  his  discharge,  if  a  correct  copy  of  it  has  been 
certified  with  the  appeal,  is  wrong  as  to  date  of  enrollment.  The  orig- 
inal muster  roll  of  his  company  is  on  file  in  the  War  Department,  and 
a  personal  examination  of  the  same  shows  that  the  mistake  is  in  the 
discharge  and  not  in  the  certificate  of  the  adjutant  general. 

The  five  years  residence  is  an  absolute  requirement  of  the  statute, 
and  this  Department  has  no  authority  to  waive  it.  While  final  proof 
made  a  few  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  five  years  required- 
might  be  allowed  on  the  maxim  that  the  law  does  not  regard  trifles, 
this  principle  of  law  affords  no  warrant  to  excuse  five  months  defi- 
ciency, especially  when,  as  in  this  case,  it  is  apparent  that  the  applicant 
could  not  have  been  innocently  mistaken  as  to  his  term  of  service,  for 
it  is  nor  easy  to  conceive  how  a  soldier  can  have  honestly  mistaken 
January  for  June  as  the  date  of  his  enlistment. 

The  claimant  will  be  allowed  sixty  days  from  notice  of  this  decision 
to  comply  with  the  requirement  of  your  office,  and  your  office  decision 
is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HEAKINGS  ORDEB£I>  BY  THE   DEPARTKNMT-CIRCULAB  OF   MAY  16, 

1888. 

United  States  v.  Faxon. 

The  oircolar  instractions  of  May  15,  1889,  isaned  to  special  agents  by  the  General 
Land  Office,  directing  the  saspension  of  proceedings  wherein  it  is  believed  that 
the  government  will  not  be  able  to  sustain  the  charge  made  against  the  entry, 
is  not  applicable  to  hearings  ordered  by  the  Department. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

6,  1890. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Albert  D.  Faxon  involving  the  lat- 
ter's  Osage  cash  entry  for  the  W.  J  NE.  J  and  NB.  J  NB.  J,  Sec.  22,  T. 
30  8.,  B«  12  W,,  Lamed,  Kansas,  the  Department  on  October  23,  1889, 
found  that  in  a  hearing  ordered  on  report  of  a  special  agent  to  deter- 
mine said  entrynian's  compliance  with  law  the  local  officers  had  failed 
2497— VOL  11 24 
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to  consider  certain  testimony  favorable  to  the  entryman,  and  farther 
fonnd  that  certain  testimony  against  the  entryman's  interest  had  been 
improperly  introdaced  and  considered.  A  rehearing  was  accordingly 
ordered. 

A  motion  for  review  was  filed  by  F.  E.  Tower,  assignee,  bnt  the  De- 
partment on  May  21, 1890,  overrnled  the  same  and  adhered  to  its  orig- 
inal order. 

I  am  now  in  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  16th  alt.  transmitting  a 
report  dated  September  5,  from  special  agent  Tost  who  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  after  examination,  ^<  that  we  would  entail  considerable  expense 
by  having  a  hearing  with  very  little  prospect  of  cancelling  the  entry .'^ 
Yon  accordingly  ask  anthority  to  relieve  the  entry  from  suspension. 

It  appears  the  action  of  the  agent  was  taken  under  your  office  circular 
letter  of  May  15, 1889,  to  special  agents  which  was  as  follows: 

If,  upoD  re-examination  of  a  caae  reported  by  a  former  agent,  or  in  any  case,  in 
which  yon  have  been  directed  to  attend  the  hearing,  yon  are  convinced  that  the  gov- 
emmtnt  will  be  unable  to  sustain  the  charges,  you  will  continue  the  case,  if  date  for 
trial  has  been  set,  and  notify  all  parties  in  interest,  in  order  that  they  need  not  be 
put  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  appearing  at  the  local  office. 

Tou  will  thereupon  immediately  report  all  the  facts  to  this  office,  giving  in  full 
yonr  reasons  for  believing  that  the  government  will  be  unable  to  make  out  a  prima 
facie  case ;  and  await  further  instructions. 

By  letter  of  June  10,  last  you  notifiec^  the  special  agent  of  the  con- 
clusion reached  by  the  Department  and  directed  him  to  *^  confer  with 
the  local  officers  and  agree  apon  such  a  date  for  the  re-hearing  as  will 
enable  you  to  be  in  attendance  and  present  testimony  on  the  part  of 
the  government.'' 

The  special  agent  presents  the  affidavits  of  James  Crouch,  John  H. 
Wheat  and  W.  H.  Slack.  Wheat  states  that  claimant  settled  on  the 
tract  in  the  spring  of  1880  and  lived  thereon  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  that  he  built  a  dug-out  hoase,  and  a  good  sized  sheep  corral, 
and  ''  stayed  here  about  three  years."  Grouch  corroborated  these  alle- 
gations. Both  believe  claimant  acted  in  good  faith.  Slack  says  claim- 
ant never  built  a  house  or  corral  on  the  tract.  Both  Slack  and  Wheat 
were  witnesses  at  the  former  hearing ;  the  former  for  the  government, 
the  latter  for  the  entry.  The  issue  now  made  by  their  statements  is  the 
same  as  that  on  which  the  re-hearing  was  ordered.  The  issue  of  fact 
still  remains.  It  is  trae  the  agent  states  he  regrets  to  say  that  in  his 
opinion  Slack  is  not  reliable,  but  this  is  a  matter  which  should  be  a 
subject  of  cross  examination.  Under  these  circumstances  I  am  of 
opinion  the  hearing  as  ordered  should  proceed. 

Moreover  1  do  not  think  your  office  circular  letter  of  May  15, 1889, 
supray  should  be  held  to  apply  to  hearings  ordered  by  the  Department. 
Such  hearings  ordered  by  your  office  are  upon  the  ex  parte  reports  of 
special  agents,  but  those  by  the  Department  are  after  examination  of 
the  testimony.    The  same  rule  therefore  should  not  be  applied  to  both. 

The  hearing  will  proceed  as  ordered. 
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timber  and  stone  act-mabbied  woman. 
Kanct  Jane  Habbis. 

A  married  woman  in  the  State  of  California  is  not  disqualified  to  make  a  timber  land 
entry  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  by  the  fact  that  her  husband  has  made  an 
entry  under  said  act  and  paid  for  the  land  with  community  money. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  7, 1890. 

I  have  oonfiidered  the  appeal  of  Nancy  Jane  Harris  from  your  decision 
of  June  3, 1889,  rejecting  her  application  to  purchase  under  the  act  of 
June  3, 1878,  the  SB.  J  of  N  W.  J,  NE.  J  of  SW.  J  and  N.  J  of  SB.  i  of 
Sec.  9,  T.  5  S.  IL  21  B.,  Stockton,  California. 

On  July  23, 1888,  Nancy  J.  Harris,  and  her  husband  Beuben  O.  Har- 
lis,  each  made  application  to  purchase  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  under  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

The  application  of  the  husband  was  considered  first,  and  his  entry 
allowed,  and  payment  for  the  land  was  made  with  aommunity  money. 

The  applicant,  Mrs.  Harris,  swore  that  she  made  the  entry  in  good 
faith  for  her  own  use  and  not  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  other  person, 
also  that  no  other  person  or  firm  or  association  has  any  interest  in  the 
entry,  or  in  the  land  or  timber  thereon.  She  also  swore  that  she  is  a 
native  bom  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  she  is  possessed  of 
separate  property  of  her  own,  and  that  she  intended  to  pay  for  said  land 
with  her  own  separate  money. 

Her  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  office,  and  by  your  office,  for 
the  reason  that  her  husband  had  already  made  entry  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  and  made  pay- 
ment for  the  same  with  community  property. 

The  theory  upon  which  this  action  was  based  is  set  forth  in  the  decision 
of  your  office  in  the  case  of  Maggie  Baxter  (Copp's  Land  Owner,  Vol. 
14,  page  288).  In  said  decision  it  is  stated  '^A  husband  and  wife  under 
said  act  are  construed  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  ^<  asso- 
ciation of  persons "  and  any  purchase  made  by  either  during  cover- 
ture, with  community  property,  would  bar  the  other  from  making  such 
an  entry,  because  by  the  common  interest  that  each  would  have  in 
such  an  entry,  they  would  have  exhausted  their  rights  under  said  act 
and  therefore  could  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  second  entry." 

In  California  the  property  acquired  by  either  husband  or  wife  after 
marriage  is  community  property  except  that  acquired  by  either  by  gift, 
bequest,  devise,  or  descent,  hence  your  office  assumed  that  the  interest 
in  any  real  estate  purchased  with  community  property  enures  to  the 
wife  to  such  an  extent  that  she  is  prohibited  by  the  act  from  making  a 
farther  entry. 

By  section  172  of  the  Civil  Code  of  California,  it  is  provided  that  ^^  the 
husband  has  the  management  and  control  of  the  community  prop- 
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erty  with  the  like  absolate  power  of  disposition  (other  than  testament- 
ary) a9  he  has  of  his  separate  estate." 

The  sapreme  court  of  Oalifomia  in  the  case  of  Greiner  «.  Oreiner  (58 
GaL,  115),  say. 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  codes  the  title  to  the  common  property  vested  in  the 
husband.  He  conld  during  the  coverture  dispose  of  sooh  property  absolntely,  as  if  it 
were  his  own  separate  property.  The  interest  of  the  wife  daring  the  same  period  was 
a  mere  expectancy,  like  the  interest  which  an  heir  may  possess  in  the  property  of  his 
ancestor  (Van  Maren  v.  Johnson,  15  Cal.,  312 ;  De  Godey  v.  Godey,  39  id.,  164).  It  is 
true  that  the  husband  could  not  deprive  her  of  it  by  his  will  (Beard  v.  Know,  5Cal., 
256).    The  same  is  true  under  the  civil  code. 

In  section  1402  of  the  civil  code  of  California,  it  is  provided  that  ^^  in 
case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  com  inanity  by  the  death  of  the  husband , 
the  entire  community  property  is  equally  subject  to  his  debts,  the  family- 
allowance  and  the  charge  and  expense  of  administration." 

In  view  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  California,  and  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  thereunder,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  wife 
in  the  community  property,  is  not  such  an  interest  as  prohibits  her  from 
making  an  entry  under  the  act  in  question. 

In  the  case  of  Delila  Stukel  (10  L.  D.,  47),  it  was  held  that  a  married 
woman  in  the  State  of  (Jregon  could  purchase  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  in  question. 

To  deny  the  same  right  to  a  married  woman  in  the  State  of  California 
is  to  render  the  operations  and  benefit  of  the  law  unequal  in  the  differ- 
ent States  where  the  law  is  operative,  a  result  neither  provided  for  nor 
contemplated  by  the  act. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  applicant  Harris  is  qualified  to  purchase 
under  her  application. 

For  the  reasons  stated  the  rule  announced  in  the  case  of  Isabella  M. 
Dwyer  (6  L.  D.,  32),  will  be  followed. 

Your  decision  is,  therefore,  reversed. 


OSAGB  L.ANI>— RIGHT  OF  PtTBCHASE-SECTION  9886  R.  S. 

Daniel  W.  Debo. 

The  proviBlons  of  section  2285  of  the  Bevibed  Statutes  are  not  intended  to  exempt 
the  settlers  named  therein  Arom  the  specified  restrictions  of  the  pre-emption  law 
except  as  to  the  particular  tracts  held  by  settlement  on  May  9,  1872,  and  the 
purchase  of  said  lands  exhausts  the  pre-emption  right  either  as  to  Osage  or 
other  land. 

Settlement  on  Osage  land  subsequent  to  the  act  of  May  9,  1872,  does  not  authorize 
the  purchase  thereof,  if  prior  thereto  such  settler  had  perfected  an  entry  of 
Osage  land. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  October 

8,  1890. 

On  May  24,  1886,  Daniel  W.  Debo  made  Osage  cash  entry  of  the 
N.  J  of  NE.  J  and  the  N.  i  of  NW.  J,  Sec.  14,  T.  32  S.,  R.  14  E.,  Topeka, 
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Kansas,  which  yoa  held  for  caDcellation,  for  the  reason  that  be  had 
previously,  to  wit:  on  July  12, 1871,  made  entry  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  Osage  Indian  trust  and  diminished  reserve  lands,  and 
that  having  made  one  entry  of  these  lands,  to  the  extent  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  he  is  debarred  from  making  another  entry  of  Osage 
lands. 

From  this  decision  the  claimant  appealed,  alleging  error  in  said  de- 
cision in  holding  that  an  entry  made  of  Osage  lands  prior  to  /^  March 
22, 1872,"  is  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  entry  of  other  Osage  lands.  In  sup- 
port of  this  appeal  he  relies  upon  section  2285  of  the  Revised  Statutes^ 
which  provides  that : 

The  rostriotions  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  contained  in  seotions  twenty-two  hnndred 
And  sixty  and  twenty-two  hundred  and  sixty-oDe,  shaU  not  apply  to  any  settler  on 
the  Oaage  trast  and  diminished  reserve  lands  in  tha  State  of  Kansas,  who  was  aotn«« 
ally  residing  on  his  claim  on  the  ninth  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
two. 

* 

By  treaty  of  September  29, 1865  (14  Stat.,  687),  the  Great  and  Little 
Osage  Indians  ceded  to  the  United  States  certain  tracts  of  laud  to  be 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  said  Indians.  By  the  1st  article  of  said  treaty  a 
cession  was  made  of  what  is  known  as  the  Osage  ceded  lauds,  in  which 
it  was  stipulated  that  '^  Said  lands  shall  be  surveyed  and  sold,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  the  most  advantageous 
terms,  for  cash,  as  public  lands  are  surveyed  and  sold  under  existing 
laws,  but  no  pre-emption  claim  or  homestead  settlement  shall  be  recog^ 
nized. "  By  the  2d  article  of  said  treatv,  the  Indians  also  ceded  what 
is  known  as  the  Osage  trust  lands,  to  wit : 

A  tract  of  land  twenty  miles  in  width 'from  north  to  south,  off  the  north  side  of  the 
remainder  of  their  present  reservation,  and  extending  its  entire  length  from  east  to 
west ;  which  land  is  to  he  held  in  trust  for  said  Indians,  and  to  be  surveyed  and  sold 
for  their  benefit  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
he  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  as  other  lands  are  surveyed  and  sold. 

It  was  also  agreed  by  the  16th  article*  of  said  treaty  that,  if  snid  In- 
dians should  agree  to  remove  from  the  State  of  Kansas  and  settle  on 
lands  provided  for  them  by  the  United  States  in  the  Indian  Territory, 
then  the  diminished  reserv^ation  shall  likewise  be  disposed  of  in  the 
same  manner  and  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  trust  laud  provided  for 
by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty. 

The  joint  resolution  of  April  10,1869  (16  Stat,  55),  provided  that  any 
bona  fide  settler  residing  upon  any  portion  of  said  lands  sold  to  the 
United  States  by  the  first  and  second  articles  of  the  treaty,  who  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  had  declared  his  intention  to  become  a 
citizen,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  the  same,  in  quantity  not  to  exceed 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  centos  per 
acre. 

The  act  of  July  15, 1870  (16  Stat.,  362),  made  an  appropriation  for 
the  removal  of  the  lnclian«5  from  the  diminished  reservation,  and  pro- 
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Tided  that  after  the  removal  therefrom,  said  lands,  as  well  as  the  trust 
lands  north  of  said  diminished  reservation, 

Shall  be  sold  to  actual  settlers  only,  said  settlers  being  heads  of  families,  or  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  qnantities  not  exceeding  one  handred  and  sixty  acres, 
in  sqnare  form,  to  each  settler  at  the  price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre,  payment  to  be  made  in  cash  within  one  year  from  date  of  settlement  or  of  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  joint  resolution  of  April 
10,  1869,  conferred  upon  bona  fide  settlers  residing  upon  the  Osage 
ceded  lands  and  the  Osage  trust  lands  a  preference  right  of  purchase, 
in  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at  the  single 
minimum  price  for  public  lands,  and  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  restricted 
the  sale  of  the  Osage  trust  and  the  diminished  reserve  lands  to  actual 
settlers  only,  in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
to  each  settler,  without  subjecting  the  disposition  of  said  lands  to  all 
the  provisions  of  the  preemption  law. 

The  only  condition  necessary  to  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  act 
of  July  15, 1870,  was  that  the  purchaser  should  be  an  actual  settler  on 
the  laud,  and,  although  he  had  removed  from  land  of  his  own,  or  was 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  or  had  formerly 
exercised  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  public  lands  under  the  act  of 
September  4, 1841,  he  would  nevertheless  be  entitled  to  purchase  Osage 
lands  by  virtue  of  his  settlement  thereon,  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  to  each  settler.  Foster  v.  Brost  (11  Kansas,  ^^50) : 
United  States  t?.  Woodbury  (5  L.  D.,  303). 

This  was  the  law  in  force  providing  for  the  disposition  of  these  lands 
when  the  act  of  May  9, 1872  (17  Sta^t.,  90),  was  pass  3d,  subjecting  all 
entries  of  these  lands  to  the  general  principles  of  the  pre-emption  laws, 
but  provided  by  the  third  section  of  said  act. 

That  the  sale  or  transfer  of  his  or  her  claim  npon  any  portion  of  these  lands  by  any 
settler  prior  to  the  issne  of  the  commissioner's  instrnctions  of  April  twenty-sixth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  shall  not  operate  to  preclude  the  right  of  entry^ 
nnderthe  provisions  of  this  act,  npoh  another  tract  settled  npon  subsequent  to  such 
sale  or  transfer :  Providedy  That  satisfactory  proof  of  good  faith  be  furnished  npon 
such  subsequent  settlement:  Provided furtherf  That  the  restrictions  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion laws  relating  to  previous  enjoyment  of  the  pre-emption  light,  to  removal  from 
one's  own  land  in  the  same  State,  or  the  ownership  of  over  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  shall  not  apply  to  any  settler  actually  residing  on  his  or  her  claim  at  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  second  proviso  to  said  section  was  subsequently  embodied  in  sec- 
tion 2285  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  heretofore  quoted. 

It  was  obviously  the  sole  purpose  of  the  third  section  of  said  act  to 
protect  the  rights  of  actual  settlers,  whose  claims  were  initiated  under 
the  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  who  were 
then  actually  residing  on  their  claims,  by  allowing  them  to  complete 
their  entries  and  perfect  their  title,  although  the^^  might  not  have  the 
qualifications  of  pre-emptors,  as  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  the 
act ;  but  it  did  not  intend  to  exempt  such  settlers  from  the  restrictions 
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of  the  pre-emption  law,  except  as  to  the  particalar  tracts  then  settled 
upon,  and  the  purchase  of  said  lands  exhansted  the  pre-emption  rightt 
and  conld  not  be  again  exercised,  either  in  the  purchase  of  Osage  lands, 
or  of  other  lands  nnder  the  pre-emption  law ;  and  also  where  settlement 
was  made  on  Osage  trast  and  diminished  reserve  lands,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  May  9, 1872,  sach  settler  could  not  acquire  title  to 
said  land,  if  he  had  previously  made  entry  of  Osage  lands,  or  had  ex- 
hausted his  pre-emption  right  under  the  general  pre-emption  law.  (Todd 

Knepple,  5  L.  D.,  537.) 
Nor  does  the  third  section  of  said  act  authorize  the  entry  of  a  tract 

of  Osage  Indian  trust  and  diminished  reserve  land  settled  upon  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  May  9, 1872,  if  such  settler  had  already  ac- 
quired title  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Osage  lands.  The  pro- 
vision contained  in  said  section,  ^<  that  the  sale  or  transfer  of  his  or  her 
claim  upon  any  portion  of  these  lands,  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  commis- 
sioner's instructions  of  April  twenty-six,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy 
one,  shall  not  operate  to  preclude  the  right  of  entry,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  upon  another  tract  settled  upon  subsequent  to  such  sale 
or  transfer,''  has  reference  to  the  sale  or  transfer  of  a  claim  initiated  by 
settlement  that  had  not  been  perfected,  and  not  to  an  entry  that  had 
been  allowed.  It  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  act  to  enlarge  the  rights 
of  the  settlers  upon  these  lands,  but  merely  to  protect  their  rights  or 
claims  acquired  under  laws  existing  at  the  date  said  claims  or  rights 
were  initiated,  and  as  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  expressly  limited  the 
right  of  purchase  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  each  settler,  when 
an  entry  of  this  quantity  was  made,  the  right  of  the  settler  was  ex- 
hansted as  to  these  lands,  and  he  could  not  acquire  a  right  to  purchase 
any  other  quantity  under  any  of  the  laws. 
The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL— NOTICE— APPLICATION  FOB  RE-INSTATE MENT. 

Charles  A.  Parker. 

Where  an  appeal  is  taken  from  a  decision  holding  an  entry  for  cancellation,  on  ac- 
count of  the  adverse  claim  of  another,  it  will  not  be  entertained  in  the  absence 
of  dae  notice  to  snch  adverse  claimant. 

The  failure  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  return,  under  rule  82  of  practice,  an  appeal 
which  is  defective  for  want  of  notice,  does  not  relieve  the  Department  from  the 
necessity  of  dismissing  said  appeal  on  account  of  snch  defect,  if  the  time  allowed 
for  appeal  and  notice  thereof  has  expired. 

A  pending  application  for  the  re-instatement  of  an  entry  for  land  embraced  within 
the  intervening  entry  of  auother,  is  at  once  effective  on  the  cancellation  of  such 
intervening  entry,  and  segregates  the  land  covered  thereby. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  October 

8,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  application  by  Charles  A.  Parker,  for  a  review 
of  my  decision  of  Febraar^^  10,  1890,  dismissing  his  appeal  from  your 
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decision  of  Jane  27, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture 
entry  for  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  31,  T.  3  N.,  R.  50  W.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

My  decision  was  based  npou  the  ground  that  no  copy  of  the  appeal 
of  Parker  had  been  served  upon  William  Whitehurst,  an  adverse 
claimant. 

The  material  facts  in  the  case  are  as  follows: 

William  Whitehurst  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  tract  in  ques- 
tion September  1, 1885. 

On  March  28, 1887,  said  entry  was  held  for  cancellation  upon  the  re- 
port of  Inspector  Hobbs,  that  the  same  was  made  through  George  F. 
Work  and  T.  B.  Babcock,  notary  public,  without  the  formality  of  swear- 
ing claimant  to  the  preliminary  affidavits.  As  the  claimant  failed  to 
respond  to  the  notice  sent  him,  the  entry  was  canceled  December  7,. 
1887. 

On  December  31, 1887,  Andrew  J.  Glute,  jr.,  made  timber  culture 
entry  for  the  land.  On  January  16, 1888,  the  local  officers  transmitted 
to  your  office,  the  application  of  Whitehurst  for  the  re-instatement  of 
his  entry.  In  his  affidavit  in  support  of  his  application,  he  states  that 
he  swore  to  the  timber  culture  affidavits  before  T.  B.  Babcock,  a  notary 
public,  at  Yuma,  Colorado,  that  he  signed  the  necessary  papers  at  Otis,. 
Col.,  and  by  arrangement  said  Babcock  met  him  as  the  train  passed  the 
station  at  Yuma,  and  administered  the  oath  to  him.  He  also  swore 
that  during  the  first  year  he  plowed  over  five  acres  and  had  planted 
cuttings  and  tree  seeds,  and  had  plowed  fifty  acres  additional,  and  that 
he  was  living  on  adjoining  land  which  he  had  settled  ui>on  as  a.pre- 
emptor. 

T.  B.  Babcock,  the  notary  public,  corroborates  the  statement  of 
Whitehurst,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  affidavits  in  question  were 
taken. 

On  April  11, 1888,  your  office,  instructed  the  local  officers,  to  call  upo» 
Andrew  J.  Glute,  jr.,  to  show  cause  why  the  entry  of  Whitehurst  shoald 
not  be  re-instated,  and  his  subsequent  entry  canceled. 

It  appears  that  before  this  letter  was  written,  viz.,  on  March  29, 1888, 
Glute  had  relinquished  his  entry,  and  the  same  had  been  canceled  at 
the  local  office,  and  on  the  same  day  Charles  A.  Parker  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  land. 

By  letter  of  April  17,  1888,  you  re-instated  the  entry  of  Whitehurst. 

On  June  27,  1889,  you  held  the  entry  of  Parker  for  cancellation  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  erroneously  allowed  during  the  pendency  of  the 
application  of  Whitehurst  for  the  re-instatemeut  of  his  eutry. 

Parker  filed  an  appeal  from  your  decision,  alleging, — 

1st.  Error  in  re-instating  the  entry  of  Whitehurst  without  notice  to> 
Parker,  and, — 

2nd.,  Error  in  holding  the  entry  of  Parker  for  cancellation  without  op- 
portunity to  show  cause  why  said  entry  should  not  be  canceled. 
Parker  failed  to  serve  a  copy  of  this  appeal  on  Whitehurst,  and  o» 
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motion  of  attorney  for  the  latter,  the  appeal  was  dismissed  by  my  de- 
cision of  February  10,  1890. 

The  motion  for  review  is  based  apon  the  following  grounds, — 

1.  That  the  decision  appealed  from  was  in  an  ex  parte  case  in  which  there  was  no- 
opposing  party  entitled  to  notice. 

It  is  sufficient  answer  to  this  assignment  to  say  that  the  decision  from 
which  the  appeal  was  taken  expressly  states  that  the  entry  of  Parker 
was  held  for  cancellation  by  reason  of  Whitehurst's  adverse  claim  and 
Parker  was  required  to  take  notice  of  the  same,  even  if  by  reason  of  de- 
fective annotations  the  proper  records  of  the  local  office  did  not  show 
the  existence  of  such  a  claim. 

The  2nd  ground  upon  which  review  is  asked  is : 

That  if  the  appeal  was  considered  defective,  for  want  of  service  on  Whitehurst,  the 
appeUant  shonld  have  heen  notified,  nnder  practice  rule  82,  and  allowed  the  oppor- 
tanity  of  amending  the  same  within  fifteen  days. 

Under  this  rule,  it  was  the  duty  of  your  office  to  notify  appellant  of 
the  defect  in  his  appeal  and  to  return  the  same  for  amendment.  John 
Balls  (7  L.  D.,  454).  When  the  defective  appeal  reached  this  office  it 
was  too  late  to  amend  the  same  and  file  within  the  time  required  by  the 
rules  of  practice,  hence  the  appeal  was  dismissed  for  failure  to  serve  no-^ 
tice  on  the  adverse  party  as  required  by  said  rules.  Bundy  v.  Fremont 
Townsite  (10  L.  D.,  595).  The  third  ground  upon  which  review  is  asked 
is: 

That  the  error  of  the  Commissioner  in  the  decision  appealed  from  is  so  apparent  and 
the  injasticb  to  Parker  so  great  that  it  would  be  proper  for  yon  in  the  exercise  of  your 
sapervisory  powers  to  reverse  it  if  you  shonld  hold  that  the  appeal  was  not  properly 
taken. 

In  reply  I  would  say  that  the  decision  of  your  office  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  established  rulings  of  the  Department,  that  an  application 
to  enter  land  segregated  the  same  and  operated  to  prevent  further  dis- 
posal thereof  until  final  decision.  Saben  v.  Amundson  (^  L.  D.,  578)  f 
Arthur  P.  Toombs  (10  L.  D.,  192) ;  Griffin  v.  Pettigrew  (10  L.  D.,  510). 

The  application  of  Whitehurst  for  a  re-instatement  of  his  entry,  was, 
in  effect,  an  application  to  enter  the  land,  and  should  it  be  alleged  that 
the  existing  entry  of  Glute  segregated  the  land  at  the  time  the  applica- 
tion was  filed,  the  instant  the  land  became  free  by  the  cancellation  of 
Glute's  entry,  the  application  took  effect,  and  the  subsequent  entry  of 
Parker  was  erroneously  allowed. 

If,  as  is  intimated  by  counsel  for  Parker,  the  entry  of  Whitehurst  is^ 
illegal,  it  is  subject  to  contest. 

The  motion  is  denied. 
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PRIVATE  CLAIM-SCRIP-ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1880. 

MoDoNOGH  School  Fund. 

43orip  iaeaed  ander  the  act  of  Jone  2,  1858,  in  satia&otion  of  a  private  claim,  may  only 
be  locat-ed  upon  land  snbjeot  to  sale  at  private  cash  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Chcmdler  to  ^  Oammiesianer  of  the  Qenerdl  Land  Office^ 

October  10,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  oommissiooers  of  the  McDonog^h 
^»chool  fund  from  the  deoisioo  of  your  office  affirmiDg  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  in  rejecting  the  application  of  said  commissioners  to  par- 
<^ha8e  sections  14  and  15,  towaship  19  soath,  range  28  east,  S.  E.  Dis- 
trict, Louisiana,  with  sarveyor-general  scrip. 

Said  application  was  rejected,  upon  the  ground  that  the  tract  applied 
for  is  not  subject  to  sale  at  private  cash  entry.  From  this  decision  the 
applicants  appealed,  alleging  error  in  said  decision  upon  the  ground 
•that  the  original  claim  for  which  the  scrip  was  issued  had  been  donated 
by  the  confirmee  to  the  McDonogh  school  fund  and  should  have  been 
confirmed  in  place. 

This  scrip  was  issued  under  the  act  of  June  2, 1858  (11  Stat.,  294), 
which  provided  that  where  any  private  land  claim  has  been  confirmed 
by  Congress,  and  the  same  in  whole  or  in  part  has  not  been  located 
or  satisfied,  that  the  surveyor-general  shall  issue  to  the  claimant  cer- 
tificates of  location  for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed, 
which  may  be  located  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
^u^.re.  This  scrip  was  received  by  the  confirmees,  or  their  assignees  of 
such  claim,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claim  so  confirmed,  and  the  mere  fact 
that  the  claim  for  which  the  scrip  was  issued  had  been  located  in  place 
confers  no  right  upon  the  holders  of  this  scrip  to  locate  it  upon  other 
lands,  except  those  subject  to  private  cash  entry  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

The  act  of  March  2, 1889  (25  Stat.,  864),  withdrew  from  private  cash 
•entry  all  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  except  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  these  lands  were  therefore  not  subject  to  purchase  with  said 
scrip  at  date  of  the  application. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRY— TBCHNICAL  QUARTER  SECTION. 

James  G.  Gasman. 

Under  the  timber  culture  law  an  entry  may  embrace  a  technical  quarter  section, 

without  reference  to  its  relation  to  the  entire  section. 
The  case  of  Andrew  Johnson  cited  and  distinguished. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  10,  1890. 

On  February  3, 1888,  James  G.  Oarmau  applied  at  the  Denver,  Gol- 
orado,  land  office  to  make  timber  culture  entry  for  the  SE.  i,  Sec.  '20, 
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T.  12  N.y  B.  51  W.,  which  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers 
for  the  reason  that  '^  the  tract  applied  for  contains  more  than  one-quarter 
of  the  area  of  the  entire  section." 

Yonr  office  on  Jnne  23, 1888,  upon  appeal  of  the  eutryman,  affirmed 
that  judgment  and  the  applicant  has  appealed  thei'efrom  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  tract  applied  for  is  the  ordinary  quarter  section  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  but  it  appears  the  entire  section  in  which  it  is  located 
contains  but  389.56  acres. 

Section  1  of  the  timber  culture  act,  (June  14, 1878,  20  Stats.,  113,) 
provides : 

Thftt  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  encourage  the 
iprowth  of  timber  on  western  prairies/  "  approved  March  13, 1874,  he  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  That  any  person  who  is  the  head  of  a  fam- 
ily, or  who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- one  years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  shall  have  filed  his  declaration  of  intention  to  become  snch,  as  re- 
quired by  the  naturalization  laws  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  plant,  protect,  and 
keep  in  a  healthy,  growini^  condition  for  eight  years  ten  acres  of  timber,  od  any  quar- 
ter-section of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  five  acres  on  any  legal 
subdivision  of  eighty  acres,  or  two  and  one-half  acres  on  any  legal  subdivision  of 
forty  acres  or  less,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  whole  of  said  quarter-section, 
Of  of  such  legal  subdivision  of  eighty  or  forty  acres,  or  iractional  subdivision  of  less 
than  forty  acres,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  the  expiration  of  said  eight  years,  on  making 
proof  of  such  fact  by  not  less  than  two  credible  witnesses,  and  a  full  compliance  of 
the  further  conditions  as  provided  in  section  two :  Provided  further,  That  not  more 
than  one  quarter  of  any  section  shall  be  thus  granted,  and  that  no  person  shall  make 
more  than  one  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  and  of  the  local  office  is  based  on  the 
proviso :  '^  That  not  more  than  one-quarter  of  any  section  shall  be  thus 
gi*anted  for  a  timber  culture  entry."  In  this  I  think  you  are  in  error. 
It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  what  Congress  intended  by  this  phrase  is 
that  not  more  than  one-quarter  section  of  any  section  should  be  appro- 
priated for  the  artificial  cultivation  of  timber  in  any  one  section.  And 
what  it  meant  by  the  term  ^<  one  quarter  of  any  section  "  as  here  used 
means  a  legal  subdivision  covered  by  the  descriptive  term  ^<  quarter 
section,"  and  that  in  no  case  can  more  than  one  quarter  section  as  sur- 
veyed be  entered  under  the  timber  culture  act.  This  is  borne  out,  I 
think,  by  the  use  of  the  language  ^'  that  any  person  ....  who 
shall  plant  ....  on  any  quarter  section  of  public  lands  ten  acres 
of  timber  .  •  .  .  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  whole  of 
said  quarter  section    ....    at  the  expiration  of  eight  years,  etc." 

The  whole  import  of  said  section  clearly  implies  that  a  qualified  en- 
tryman  may  enter  a  quarter  section  or  any  lesser  legal  subdivision  of  a 
section  of  land  subject  to  such  entry.  If  the  language  used  therein  was 
that  ^^  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  any  section  "  shall  thus  be  granted, 
then  there  could  be  no  question  about  the  construction  to  be  placed 
upon  the  act  But  I  am  firm  in  my  conviction,  from  the  reading  of 
said  section,  that  Congress  had  in  mind  a  technical  quarter  section  in 
adopting  this  prohibitory  clause. 
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In  this  case  the  application  is  for  a  technical  quarter  section  as  sar- 
veyed.  It  is  not,  therefore,  technically  for  ^^more  than  one  quarter"  of 
the  section. 

Under  the  homestead  law  (Section  2289,  B.  S.)  entries  are  restricted 
to  <^  one  quarter  section  or  a  less  quantity." 

It  is  now  the  established  opinion  of  this  Department  that  under  thi» 
language  an  entry  may  be  made  of  a  quarter  section  as  it  is  found  sur- 
veyed without  reference  to  its  area  or  to  the  area  of  the  section.  Will- 
iam  G.  Elson  (6  L.  D.,  797),  Benjamin  L.  Wilson  (10  L.  D.,  524). 

The  preemption  law  provides  (Section  2259,  B.  S.)  that  an  entry  may 
be  made  of  '^any  number  of  acres  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty, 
or  a  quarter  section."  This  language  also  is  held  by  the  Department 
to  authorize  an  entry  of  a  technical  quarter  section  without  regard  to 
its  actual  area.    John  W.  Douglas  (10  L.  D.,  116). 

These  rulings  clearly  indicate  the  attitude  of  the  Department  upon 
the  construction  to  be  placed  upon  the  terms  used  in  the  laws  men- 
tioned as  descriptive  of  the  quantity  of  land  which  may  be  entered* 
Following  the  spirit  of  these  rulings,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  concluding^ 
that  the  words  of  the  timber  culture  law  should  receive  a  like  construc- 
tion. The  reasons  supporting  the  conclusion  in  those  cases  are  equally 
applicable  in  this,  and  need  not  here  be  set  out.  Beference  to  those 
cases  is  sufficient. 

It  is  true  in  the  case  of  Andrew  Johnson  (10  L.  D.,  681),  an  applica- 
tion to  make  entry  for  a  certain  lot  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the 
area  of  the  lot  added  to  that  of  a  tract  in  the  same  section  already  cov- 
ered by  a  timber  culture  entry  <<  would  exceed  one-fourth  of  the  sec- 
tion." 1  am  of  the  opinion  that  case  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
one  at  bar.  In  that  case  entry  of  one  legal  subdivision,  eighty  acres» 
of  a  section  which  contained  only  380,60,  had  been  made,  and  to  allow 
another  subdivision  in  a  different  quarter  section  to  be  entered  would 
be  to  allow  entry  of  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  area  of  the  section. 

Hence,  that  case  does  not  furnish  a  guide  for  the  disposition  of  this. 
Each  case  must  stand  on  the  peculiar  circumstances  surrounding  it, 
and  at  the  same  time  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  act  and  the  intent  of 
Congress.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  views  herein  expressed 
are  a  correct  interpretation  of  said  act. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  a  timber  culture  entry  may  be  made  of  a 
technical  quarter  section,  without  reference  to  its  relation  to  the  entire 
section. 

Said  decision  is  consequently  reversed. 
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SCHOOL  INDEMNITY— STATE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

L.  H.  Wheeleb. 

An  indemnity  school  selection  made  by  the  territory  of  Washington  under  the  pro- 
visions of  section  i2275  R.  S. ,  reseryes  the  land  covered  thereby  from  sale  or  entry, 
and  land  thns  selected  is  not  released  from  snch  reservation  by  the  act  providing 
for  the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  the  Union. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to   the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Offlccj  October  13,  189CL 

This  appeal  is  filed  by  L.  H.  Wheeler  from  the  decision  of  your  office 
of  April  27, 1889,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  rejecting 
his  application,  filed  Aagast  11, 1888,  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the 
NE.  1,  Sec.  15,  T,  38  N.,  R.  2  B.,  Seattle,  Washington,  and  rejecting 
his  several  applications  to  purchase  at  private  cash  entry  certain  tracts 
of  land  fully  set  forth  in  yoar  decision  of  April  27, 1889,  from  which 
this  appeal  is  taken. 

Said  applications  were  made  at  different  dates,  in  the  months  of  Au- 
gust and  September,  1888,  while  Washington  was  a  Territory,  and 
were  rejected  because  the  lands  had  been  selected  as  school  indemnity. 
From  the  decision  of  your  office  affirming  said  action,  the  applicant 
appealed,  assigning  the  following  grounds  of  error : 

1.  That  all  lien  selections  heretofore  made  are  absolutely  void ; 
*2.  That  lien  selections  must  be  made  after  we  become  a  State ; 

3.  That  the  manner  of  selection  must  be  determined  by  the  legislature  of  the  State ; 

4.  That  no  selections  can  ever  be  made  for  losses  occasioned  by  fractional  sec- 
tions or  deficiencies  arising  from  any  natural  canse  whatever ; 

5.  That  any  selections  made  where  such  deficiencies  form  a  part  are  invalid  as  to 
the  whole. 

The  sole  question  to  be  determined  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  lands 
applied  for  were  at  the  date  of  the  applications  subject  to  entry,  and  it 

is  therefore  unnecessary  to  consider  the  question  as  to  what  the  status 
of  said  lands  was  after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 

It  is  contended  by  the  applicant  that  the  act  of  February  26, 1859 
(11  Stat.,  «385),  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  Territory  of  Washing- 
ton, and  that  all  lien  selections  made  while  the  territorial  government 
existed  are  absolutely  void,  but  if  said  selections  were  then  valid,  no 
selections  of  lieu  land  can  be  valid  since  the  act  of  February  22, 1889 
(25  Stat.,  676),  providing  for  the  admission  of  Washington  into  the 
Union,  for  the  reason  that  said  act  dissolved  the  reservation  in  mak- 
ing other  provisions  for  the  grants  to  said  State. 

With  reference  to  the  first  proposition,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
question  thereby  presented  was  fully  settled  in  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  John  W.  Bailey  et  aL,  5  L.  D.,  216,  in  which  it  was  held  that  said 
selections  were  authorized  by  the  act  of  February  26, 1859J  and  said 
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lands  80  selected  being  in  a  state  of  reservation,  were  not  subject  to 
other  disposition  during  its  continuance. 

The  lands  being  so  reserved  at  the  date  of  application,  it  is  imma- 
terial whether  said  reservation  was  dissolved  by  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union  or  not,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  applications  to  pur- 
chase at  private  cash  entry,  for  the  reason  that  the  act  of  March  2, 1SS% 
26  Stat.,  854,  withdrawing  from  private  entry  all  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  except  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  in  force  when  the 
State  of  Washington  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  was  applicable 
to  these  lands. 

But,  independently  of  this,  the  act  of  February  26, 1859  (Revised 
Statutes,  2275),  is  a  general  provision  applicable  alike  to  all  the  States 
and  Territories,  and  this  provision  is  not  repealed  as  to  the  State  of 
Washington  by  the  17th  section  of  the  enabling  act  of  February  22, 
1889,  but  is  retained  as  a  part  of  the  grant  for  school  purposes  by  the 
10th  section  of  said  act.  'Therefore  the  reservation  made  by  the  selection 
of  said  tracts  while  the  territorial  government  existed  still  continues,, 
until  said  selection  shall  be  canceled.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  land 
for  which  Wheeler  applies  to  make  homestead  entry  was  not  subject  to 
selection  by  the  Territory  or  State,  by  reason  of  adverse  rights  acquired 
prior  to  selection,  or  of  a  defective  basis,  that  question  may  be  consid- 
ered whenever  a  proper  application  is  made  for  the  land. 

From  the  record  before  me,  I  see  no  error  in  the  decision  of  your  office 
and  it  is  therefore  affirmed. 


SCHOOL  INDEMNITY— STATE  OF  YTASHINGTON. 

HuLDA  M.  Smith. 

The  act  of  February  26,  1859  (R.  S.,  2275)  is  applicable  to  the  State  of  Washington, 
and  reservations  made  by  school  indemnity  selections  while  the  territorial  form 
of  government  existed  continue  antil  such  selections  are  canceled. 

The  authority  to  make  indenmlty  selections  under  said  act  rests  with  the  county  com- 
miflsioners  who  derive  such  authority  from  the  act  of  March  2,  1853. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissionerofthe  General  Land  Office^ 

October  13, 1890. 

On  March  19, 1889,  Halda  M.  Smith  made  application  to  enter  the 
SE.  i  of  Sec.  31,  T.  24  K,  E.  4  E.,  Seattle,  Washington,  under  the  home- 
stead law. 

Said  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for  the  reason  that 

said  land  was  not  subject  to  entry,  having  been  selected  as  school 
indemnity  for  lands  lost  in  said  township.  Your  office  affirmed  said 
decision,  on  July  3, 1889,  and  the  applicant  appealed  therefrom,  assign- 
ing the  following  gronnds  of  error : 

First.  In  fihding  that  said  land  had  been  legally  selected  as  indemnity  school  land. 
Second.  In  finding  that  said  pretended  selection  withdrew  said  land  firom  entry 
under  the  homestead  laws. 
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Said  pretended  selection  ib  void  beoaose : — 

Ist.  The  Territory  is  not  entitled  to  the  nn tuber  of  acres  selected  in  said  township.. 

2d.  Said  selection  is  in  excess  of  the  basis. 

3d.  The  commissioners  of  King  county,  W.  T.,  had  no  anthority  to  make  selections* 
on  the  basis  they  employed. 

4th.  Said  commissioners  took  no  legal  action  on  said  selection. 

5th.  Said  commissioners  had  no  power  to  delegate  their  aathority  in  making  saidi 
selection. 

6th.  Said  commissioners  never  execnted  or  approved  the  execution  of  the  list  in' 
which  said  selection  is  embraced. 

These  assiguments  of  error  are  predicated  npon  the  theory  that  the* 
Territory  of  Washiogton  was  not  anthorized  to  take  indemnity  to  com- 
pensate deficiencies  for  fractional  townships,  under  the  act  of  Febmary 
26, 1859  (11  Stat.,  385),  and  that  the  connty  commissioners  had  no  i>ower 
to  make  sach  selections. 

This  case  is  in  the  main  controlled  by  the  decision  of  the  Department 
in  the  case  of  L.  H.  Wheeler,  rendered  this  day,  holding  that  the  act  of 
Febmary  26, 1859  (Revised  Statutes,  2275),  is  applicable  to  the  State 
of  Washington,  and  that  the  reservations  made  by  the  selection  of  said' 
tracts  while  the  territorial  government  existed  is  a  continuing  reserva- 
tion until  said  selection  shall  be  canceled. 

The  act  of  March  2, 1853  (10  Stat.,  172),  conferred  upon  the  board  of 
connty  commissioners  the  authority  to  select  indemnity  for  school  pur- 
poses, where  sections  sixteen  and  thirty- six  shall  be  occupied  by  actual 
settlers  prior  to  survey,  and  this  act  must  be  construed  in  pari  materia 
with  the  general  indemnity  act  of  February  26, 1859,  supra^  which  con- 
tains no  provision  as  to  how  or  by  whom  said  selections  shall  be  made* 
The  authority  to  make  selections  under  the  latter  act  must  therefore 
rest  with  the  county  commissioners,  who  derive  their  authority  to  select 
mdemnity  land  for  school  purposes  under  the  former  act. 

It  is  further  alleged  that  the  county  commissioners  had  no  power  to- 
delegate  their  authority  to  an  agent  to  make  said  selections,  and  that 
they  never  executed  or  approved  the  list 

I  can  see  no  reason  why  said  selections  may  not  be  made  by  the 
county  commissioners  through  an  agent,  if  the  act  of  the  agent  is  ap- 
proved by  the  board,  but  there  is  nothing  in  this  appeal  to  show  that, 
said  selections  were  not  made  regularly  and  in  the  manner  providedi 
by  law. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 
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homestead  £ntrt~soli>iers«  filing— act  of  mabch  9,  1880. 

Oeobge  W.  Blackwell. 

A  homestead  entry  may  be  made  under  seotion  2,  act  of  March  2,  1889,  by  one  who 
has  previously  filed  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  for  another  tract. 

Mrst  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  October  13, 1890. 

George  W.  Blackwell  has  appealed  from  your  office  decision  of  Feb- 
raary  8, 1889,  rejecting  the  final  proof  offered  by  him  on  his  homestead 
^ntry  No.  6946,  for  Sec,  10,  T.  10  S.,  R.  25  W.,  Wa-Keeney  land  district, 
Kansas. 

Said  proof  was  rejected  because  he  had  previously  filed  soldier's 
declaratory  statement  on  another  tract  of  land. 

Said  decision  of  yonr  office  was  correct  under  the  law  as  it  existed  at 
the  time  the  decision  was  rendered  (Stephens  v.  Bay,  5  L.  D.,  133 ;  Maria 
€.  Arter,  7  L.  D.,  136;  Joseph  M.  Adair,  8  L.  D.,  200).  But  since  that 
date — to  wit,  on  March  2, 1889  (see  25  Stat.,  854) — Congress  has  passed 
an  act  the  second  section  of  which  provides : 

That  any  person  who  has  not  heretofore  perfected  title  to  a  tract  of  land  of  which 
he  has  made  entry  under  the  homestead  law,  may  make  a  homestead  entry  of  not  ex- 
ceeding one  quarter-section  of  public  land  subject  to  such  entry,  such  previous  filing 
or  entry  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Under  this  provision  of  said  act  I  think  it  clear  that  the  claimant  is 
entitled,  under  the  act  cited,  to  make  a  homestead  entry,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  exhausted  his  homestead  right  under  previous  laws  by  the 
filing  of  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  (Richard  T.  Henning,  9  L.  D., 
382).  In  case  you  find  the  proof  on  file  to  be  satisfactory  in  other 
respects,  his  entry  will  be  approved  for  patent  (John  J.  Stewart,  9  L.  D., 
^43). 

The  decision  of  your  office  rejecting  his  proof  is  modified  accordingly. 


RAILROAD  RIGHT  OF  WAY— ACT  OP  MARCH  3,  1876. 

Instructions. 

Maps  showing  a  continuous  line  of  road  may  be  submitted  for  approval  under  the  act 
of  March  3,  1875,  though  exhibiting  sections  of  road  in  excess  of  twenty  milea. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^ 

October  14, 1890. 

I  have  the  letter  of  the  9th  instant  from  the  Acting  Commissioner,  in 
which  he  refers  to  maps  filed  by  railroad  companies  under  the  right  of 
way  act  of  March  3, 1875,  showing  sections  of  road  that  exceed  twenty 
miles  in  length,  and  expressing  the  desire  for  instructions  as  to  whether 
such  defect  will  be  considered  sufficient  ground  for  their  rejection. 
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In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  almost  universal  rule  of  action  by  the 
Department  on  maps  submitted  under  the  act  referred  to,  has  been  to 
approve  them  without  reference  to  the  number  of  miles  embraced  in  any 
eontinuotuf  section  of  road,  if  found  to  be  correct  in  all  other  respects, 
and  your  office  should  be  thus  governed. 

This  action  of  the  Department  is  not,  however,  to  be  confounded  with 
that  in  the  case  of  a  map  showing  detached  portions  of  line  of  route, 
or  of  one  embracing  a  portion  of  a  main  line  and  a  branch  or  spur.  In 
these  instances  the  maps  should  be  returned  to  the  companies  filing 
them. 

In  case  then  that  maps  depicting  a  continuous  line  of  route  in  excess 
of  twenty  miles  come  before  you  for  action  they  may  be  regularly  sub- 
mitted for  departmental  approval  if  otherwise  without  defect. 


practice— notice  op  appeal-rule  93. 
Lang  v.  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain,  and  Southern  Ry.  Co. 

An  appeal  will  Dot  be  eotert.aiDed  if  a  copy  thereof  is  not  served  npun  the  opposite 
party  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

October  14, 1890. 

On  October  0,  1889,  you  transmitted  the  appeal  of  Francis  Lang  from 
your  decision  of  March  25;  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
entry  for  lot  1,  of  section  6,  T.  1  K,  R.  11  W.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
awarding  the  land  to  the  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern,  and 
Little  Bock  and  Memphis  Railroad  companies. 

Your  decision  was  based  upon  the  ground  that  the  land  in  question 
*'i8  within  the  six  mile  granted  limits  of  the  grants  by  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1853,  for  the  Cairo  and  Fulton,  now  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain 
and  Southern  and  the  Memphis  and  Little  Rock,  now  Little  Rock  and 
Memphis  Railroad  companies,  and  lot  1  of  Sec.  6,  passed  to  the  State 
upon  the  definite  location  of  the  railroads  August,  1855,  having  been 
vacant  public  laud  at  that  time  and  also  at  the  revival  of  said  grants  by 
act  of  July  28, 1866.'^ 

Notice  of  this  decision  was  given  to  Lang,  April  3,  1889. 

On  May  8, 1889,  he  filed  an  appeal  from  said  decision  in  the  local 
office.  A  copy  of  the  same,  however,  was  not  served  on  the  agents  for 
the  railroad  companies  until  June  25,  1889. 

On  July  24,  1889,  Messrs.  Britton  &  Gray,  attorneys  for  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  said 
appeal  for  the  reason  that  service  of  copy  of  tbe  same  was  not  made 
on  the  company  within  the  sixty  days  allowed  by  rule  93  of  the  rules 
of  practice. 

As  notice  of  this  appeal  was  not  properly  given  to  the  adverse  party 
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as  required  by  said  rale  of  practice,  the  same  is  hereby  dismissed. 
Brake  v.  California  and  Oregon  B.  B.  (11  L.  D.,  249). 

In  view  of  allegations  made  by  the  claimant  to  the  efEect  that  since 
the  date  of  the  grant  for  the  railroad  company  the  land  in  question  be- 
came an  island  in  the  Arkansas  river  and  that  the  same  was  surveyed 
in  1883,  thirty  years  subsequent  to  the  date  of  said  grant,  and  was  de- 
clared to  be  public  land  subject  to  entry,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  said  island  should  be  ascertained, 
and  the  question  carefully  considered,  before  the  land  is  declared  to 
enure  to  the  grant. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Oeneral  Land  Office, 

Wdshington^  D.  0.,  September  20,  1890. 

This  circular  is  re-issued  for  the  information  and  benefit  of  those 

concerned. 

Lewis  A.  Groff, 

Commissumer. 

Circular  in  relation  to  the  furnishing  of  certified  copies  of  the  records^ 
papers  on  file j  orplats^  in  the  General  Land  Office, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 

July  20, 1875. 
Annexed  are  the  laws  (Bevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States)  relative 
to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  furnishing  exem- 
plifications of  patents,  papers,  or  plats  on  file  or  of  record  therein,  of 
the  legal  force  and  effect  of  such  certified  copies,  and  the  terms  upon 
which  the  same  can  be  procured. 

With  a  view  to  give  proper  effect  to  said  statutes,  the  following  require- 
ments are  prescribed  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

1.  All  copies  which  may  be  required  by  parties  interested  will  be  fur- 
nished when  the  cost  thereof  shall  j^r^t  have  been  paid  to  the  General 
Land  Office. 

2.  The  applicant  must  address  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  designating  the  tract  or  tracts  in  regard  to 
which  the  verified  transcripts  are  wanted,  describing  as  accurately  as 
possible  the  record,  papers,  or  plats  of  which  said  transcripts  are  desired, 
and  sending  a  sum  of  money  quite  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  according 
to  the  extent  of  the  copying:  required }  and  should  the  sum  sent  to  this 
office  be  in  excess  of  the  actual  legal  cost,  such  excess  will  be  returned 
to  the  applicant. 

The  following  is  the  tariff  established  under  the  statute,  section  461^ 
for  furnishing  transcripts,  to  wit: 
First.  Fifteen  (15)  cents  for  every  hundred  words  in  a  transcript. 
Second.  Two  (2)  dollars  for  copy  of  township  plat  or  diagram. 
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Third.  One  (1)  dollar  for  the  GommissioQer's  certificate  of  verification 
and  official  seal. 

Fourth.  One  (1)  dollar  for  appending  sacli  certificate  and  seal  to 
official  certificates  of  approval  of  assignments  of  bounty -land  warrants 
or  military  bonnty-land  scrip, 

3.  Upon  the  receipt  by  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  application 
particularly  describing  the  record  or  paper  of  which  transcripts  are 
required,  accompanied  by  the  requisite  amount  to  cover  the  expense, 
the  same  will  be  duly  acknowledged,  and  the  exemplifications  promptly 
transmitted. 

S.   tS.   BURDETT, 

Gammissioner. 

The  following  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States 
relate  to  applications  for  exemplifications  of  patents,  etc.,  as  referred  to 
in  the  accompanying  circular : 

Sec.  461.  All  exemplifications  of  patents,  or  papers  on  file  or  of  record  Fee*  for  exem- 
in  the  6ei«eral  Land  Office,  which  may  be  required  by  parties  interested,  Ji'^*^^**"*^^^** 

shall  be  furnished  by  the  Commissioner  apon  the  payment  by  such  par-    «  y-j 

ties  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  cents  per  hundred  words,  and  two  dollars  for  224  ^  13  p  375  ^ 
copies  of  township  plats  or  diagrams,  with  an  additional  sum  of  one 
dollar  for  the  Commissioner's  certificate  of  verification  with  the  General 
Land  Office  seal ;  and  one  of  the  employes  of  the  office  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Commissioner  as  the  receiving  clerk,  and  the  amountn  so 
received  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner,  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury ;  but  fees  shall  not  be  demanded  for  snch  authenticated 
copies  as  may  be  required  by  the  officers  of  any  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  for  snch  unverified  copies  as  the  Commissioner  in  his  discre- 
tion may  deem  proper  to  fnmish. 

Sec.  891.  Copies  of  any  records,  books,  or  papers  in  the  General  Land  Copies  of  reo- 
Office,  authenticated  by  the  seal  and  certified  by  the  Commissioner  *^''^Y**^"*^^^*'*" 

thereof,  or,  when  his  office  is  vacant,   by  the  principal  clerk,  shall  be ~  ^    -— 

evidence  equally  with  the  originals  thereof.    And  literal  exemplifica-    25April,i8l2,c. 

6884v2t)  717 

tions  of  any  such  records  shall  be  held,  when  so  introduced  in  evidence,     *^  j^j '  {g^ 
to  be  of  the  same  validity  as  if  the  names  of  the  officers  signing  and  352,  as.  2.  7,  v.  5 
countersigning  the  same  had  been  fully  inserted  in  such  record.    (See  PP.  109,  ill. 
sections  2469,  2470.) 

3  March,  1843,  c.  95,  as.  1, 2,  v.  5,  pp.  627, 628.— Gait  w.  Galloway,  i  Pet,  331. 

Sec.  2469.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  cause  Copies  of  rec- 
to be  prepared,  and  shall  certify,  under  the  seal  of  the  office,  such  copies  ®'^®'  ®*«.,  to  be 

of  records,  books,  and  papers  on  file  in  his  office  as  may  be  applied  for,  ^'■'*^®'i-   

to  be  used  in  evidence  in  conrts  of  justice.     (See  section  891.)  4  July,  1836,  c. 

Sec.  2470.  Literal  exemplifications  ot  any  records  which  have  been  ^2,8.7,  v.  s.p.iii. 
or  may  be  granted  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  section  shall  be  deemed  ^"°»Pl*flca- 
of  the  same  validity  in  all  proceedings,  whether  at  law  or  in  equity,  on°n^*  *  T  ffi 
wherein  snch  exemplifications  are  adduced  in  evidence,  as  if  the  names  cers  sIkhIoj;  ami 
of  the  officers  signing  and  countersigning  the  same  had  been  fully  in-  coaptersiKPlng. 
serted  in  such  record.  3  March,  1843, 

Extract  from  section  448 :  627.      '      ' 

Sec.  448.    *    *    And  the  chief  clerk  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  ^  ^"°%^f/'  \' 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  3^1*'    '  ^'     '  ^*' 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  or  of  the  absence  or  sickness  of  the 
Commissioner. 
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PRACTICE— COSTS  OF  CROSS-EXAMINATIONS— RULE  55. 

DUCLOS  V.  Haresen. 

Rule  55  of  practice  reqniring  each  party  to  pay  tlie  cost  of  taking  testimony  upon  hia 
own  direct  and  cross-examination,  is  construed  to  mean  that  each  party  must 
pay  the  cost  of  taking  the  testimony  of  bis  own  witnesses,  both  in  the  direct  and 
cross-examination  of  such  witnesses. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  17, 1890. 

Samael  J.  Harksen  made  timber  calture  entry  of  the  SW.  J  Sec.  26, 
T.  110  ]S^.,  R.  68  W.,  Yankton,  Dakota,  June  5, 1882,  and  on  August  14, 
1886,  John  B.  DucIoh  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry  charg- 
ing that  the  claimant — 

Has  failed  to  plant  and  cultivate  said  land  as  required  by  law,  in  this,  that  the 
trees,  seeds  and  cuttings  planted  during  the  third  year  after  entry  were  not  cared  for 
and  cultivated,  but  were  allowed  to  be  crowded  down  and  choked  out  by  the  weeds. 
That  the  said  five  acres  of  trees,  seeds  and  cuttings  planted  during  the  third  year 
after  entry  are  not  growing  and  standing,  and  have  not  been  replowed.  That  the 
said  claim  has  grown  up  to  weeds.  That  there  is  not  at  this  date  ten  acres  of  trees, 
seeds  or  cuttings  planted  and  growing  on  said  claim.  That  the  seeds  planted  on  said 
land  during  the  fourth  year  after  entry  were  not  planted  in  a  proper  way,  nor  in 
such  manner  as  would  insure  their  growth  in  an  ordinary  season.  That  said  entry  is 
not  held  in  good  faith  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  entryman,  but  is  held  for 
speculation  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  another  person. 

Upon  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  the  local  officers  found  that 
claimant  had  not  complied  with  the  law  in  tbe  planting,  cultivation  or 
protection  of  the  trees,  seeds  or  cuttings,  and  recommended  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  entry.  Your  office,  by  decision  of  May  ^0, 1889,  reversed 
said  judgment  and  dismissed  the  contest,  holding  that  tbe  contestant 
had  failed  to  sustain  the  charge  by  his  own  testimony.  From  this  rul- 
ing tbe  contestant  appealed,  alleging  error  in  said  decision  as  follows: — 

1.  In  holding  that  the  testimony  of  contestant,  Duclos,  in  any  manner  admitt«d  or 
proved  compliance  with  the  timber  culture  law  by  claimant^  Harksen. 

2.  In  holding  that  defendant  Ilarkseu's  failure  to  have  a  full  and  healthy  stand  of 
trees  upon  the  land  was  the  result  of  excessively  dry  seasons. 

3.  In  holding  or  deciding  that  Harkseu's  recent  arrival  from  Holland  was  a  snfiicient 
excuse  for  his  failure  to  properly  comply  with  the  law. 

4.  In  reversing  the  finding  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

5.  In  sustaining  the  entry  of  defendant  in  view  of  the  testimony  in  the  case. 

The  hearing  in  this  case  was  taken  before  a  notary  public,  who  upon 
motion  of  contestant  refused  to  allow  tbe  claimant  to  cross-examine  con- 
testant or  bis  witnesses,  unless  be  (claimant)  paid  tbe  cost  of  such  cross- 
examination,  tbe  contestant  insisting  that  be  having  waived  the  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry  that  said  examination  should  be  governed  by  Rule 
55  of  Jiules  of  Practice.  Tbe  contestant  offered  no  objection  to  tbe 
cross  examination,  but  declined  to  pay  tbe  cost,  and  the  claimant  offered 
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to  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  but  also  declined  to  pay  the  cost.  The 
notary  refused  to  allow  said  cross-examination  without  payment  of  costs, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  testimony  was  being  taken  under  rule  55,  and 
not  under  rule  54,  and  that  the  contestant  was  not  required  to  pay  the 
cost,  except  upon  his  own  direct  examination. 

The  ruling  of  tlie  local  officers  refusing  to  allow  claimant  to  cross-ex- 
amine contestant  and  his  witnesses  without  paying  the  cost  therefor 
was  error  under  either  rule.  Eule  55,  requiring  each  party  to  pay  the 
cost  of  taking  testimony  upon  his  own  direct  and  cross-examination,  is 
construed  to  mean,  that  ^^each  party  must  pa^^  the  cost  of  taking  the 
testimony  of  his  own  witnesses,  both  in  the  direct  and  cross  examination 
of  such  witnesses. "    (Milum  v.  Johnson,  10  L.  D.,  624.) 

If  the  decision  of  your  office  was  sustained  by  the  testimony  of  the 
contestant,  it  would  be  immaterial  whether  he^had  been  cross-examined, 
or  not,  but  I  do  not  so  find.  You  will  therefore  remand  the  case  to  the 
local  officers,  with  directions  to  allow  the  cross-examination  of  the  wit- 
nesses by  the  opposing  parties,  and  at  the  hearing  ordered  for  this  pur- 
pose either  party  may  introduce  further  testimony  material  to  the  issue. 


FINAL  CERTIFICATE— PATENT— MISDESCRIPTION  OF  LAND. 

Martha  Bell. 

A  misdescription  of  the  land  in  the  final  certificate  and  patent  will  not  defeat  the 
right  of  the  pnrchaser  to  the  land  actnally  covered  by  the  sale  and  pnrchase,  or 
render  such  land  subject  to  the  entry  of  another. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  17, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Martha  Bell  from  your  decision  of 
June  18,  1889,  rejecting  her  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for 
the  S.  J  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  6,  T.  18  S.,  R.  2  W.,  Huntsville  Meridian, 
Montgomery,  Alabama. 

In  your  decision  you  state  that  the  land  in  question  was  embraced  in  the 
homestead  entry  No.  5504,  of  Samuel  B.  Otts  made  July  1, 1873,  which 
was  commuted  to  cash  entry  No.  16,639  on  January  15,  1881,  under  the 
act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  that  patent  issued  October  30,  1882,  for  the 
land.    Hence  the  rejection  of  said  application. 

The  appeal  is  based  upon  the  ground  that  the  cash  entry  was  for 
other  land  than  that  embraced  in  the  homestead  entry  of  Otts,  and  this 
contention  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  register  in  his  cash  certificate 
No.  16,639,  described  tfie  land  as  S.  J  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  6,  T.  18  S.,  R.  2 
W.,  8t.  Stephens  Meridian,  instead  of  Huntsville  Meridian. 

Otts  ori^iinal  homestead  application  was  for  the  S.  ^  of  SE.  J  of  Sec. 
6,  T.  18  S.,  R.  2.  W.,  Huntsville  Meridian,  containing  79.97^  acres. 
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The  records  of  your  office  show  that  the  entry  was  made  for  the  same 
land. 

On  December  3, 1880,  Otts  made  affidavit  that  he  was  the  same  per- 
son who  made  homestead  entry  No.  5504,  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on  July 
1, 1873,  for  the  8.  i  of  SB.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  18  S.,  R.  2  W.,  and  he  made 
application  to  purchase  said  land  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880.  This 
was  granted  and  payment  was  made  to  the  receiver  by  Otts  for  79.97^ 
acren  and  the  register  issued  his  certificate  as  above  recited  and  patent 
issued  in  which  the  land  is  described  as  S.  ^  of  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  6,  T.  18 
S.,  K.  2  W.,  St.  Stephens  Meridian. 

The  mistake  in  the  patent  was  made  by  erroneously  describing  the 
meridian.  With  this  exception  the  land  is  pt'operly  described  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  in  relation  to  what  the  intention  of  Otts  was, 
also  as  to  the  intention  of  the  government ;  the  former  intended  to  pur- 
chase the  tract  in  question  and  did  purchase  it,  and  the  government 
intended  to  sell  him  said  laud  and  did  sell  it,  and  accepted  his  money 
in  payment  for  the  same,  and  the  receivers'  receipt  is  evidence  of  that 
fact. 

The  subsequent  error  on  the  part  of  the  register  in  inserting  in  his 
certificate  the  wrong  meridian  in  no  way  invalidated  the  transaction  be- 
tween the  purchaser  and  the  government,  that  transaction  ended  when 
the  former  made  his  proper  application  to  the  register  to  purchase  the 
tract  in  question,  and  made  payment  for  the  same  to  the  receiver.  The 
register's  certificate,  subsequently  issued,  contained  a  recital  of  this 
transaction.  If  this  recital  contained  an  error  which  led  the  Laud  De- 
partment to  issue  a  patent  describing  a  meridian  which  improperly  lo- 
cated this  land,  that  fact  in  no  way  invalidates  the  claim  of  Otts.  And 
it  would  be  bad  faith  upon  the  part  of  the  Department  to  now  attempt  to 
disturb  him  therein,  and  it  will  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  defeat- 
ing the  intent  of  the  government  in  conveying  the  land  upon  which  Mr. 
Otts  settled,  to  him. 

It  is  asserted  that  Bell  has  resided  upon  the  land  for  fourteen  years, 
and  a  hearing  is  requested.  Admitting  that  she  settled  upon  the  land 
at  the  date  alleged,  at  that  time  the  tract  was  embraced  in  the  uncan- 
celed homestead  entry  of  Samuel  B.  Otts,  and  she  could  acquire  no  legal 
right  under  said  settlement,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  a  hearing  should 
be  ordered. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 
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MINING  CLAIM— ADVERSE  PBOCEEDINGS. 

Jamie  Lee  Lode  v.  Little  Fobepaugh  Lode. 

An  adverse  claim  will  be  recognized  a9  filed  within  time,  if  such  filing  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  regulations  then  in  force. 

No  action  can  be  taken  in  the  Land  Department  on  an  application  for  mineral  patent 
daring  the  pendency  of  adverse  Judicial  proceedings. 

The  relinquishment  by  the  applicant  of  the  land  originally  in  conflict,  does  not 
aathorize  the  Land  Department  iu  re-assuming  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  during 
the  pendency  of  judicial  proceedings  by  adverse  claimant,  who  has  been  per- 
mitted in  such  proceedings  to  amend  so  as  to  embrace  a  larger  quantity  of  land 
than  was  included  in  the  original  adverse  claim. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  Henshall  entrymau  of  Jamie 
Lee  lode  claim,  lot  No.  472,  iu  SW.  \  of  Sec.  18,  and  NVV.  J  of  Sec.  19, 
T.  9  S.,  B.  79  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  mineral  entry  No.  2478,  Leadville,  Colo- 
rado, land  district,  from  so  much  of  your  office  decision  of  February  13, 
1889,  as  relates  to  the  Alpha  adverse  claim,  and  the  appeal  of  William 
Coleman  and  Israel  Cramer  representing  the  adverse  claim  of  the  Little 
Forepaugh  lode  claim  from  your  said  office  decision  dismissing  the  ad- 
verse claim  of  said  Little  Forepaugh. 

The  record  shows  that  James  Henshall  made  application  for  patent 
for  the  Jamie  Lee  lode  claim  on  the  23rd  day  of  August,  1879.  Due 
notice  thereof  was  given  by  posting  and  publication  in  a  weekly  news- 
paper. The  first  publication  of  said  notice  was  in  the  issue  of  said  pa- 
per dated  the  23d  day  of  August,  1879,  and  the  last  one  on  the  25th 
day  of  October,  following. 

On  the  24th  da^^  of  October,  1879,  Lsrael  A.  Cramer  and  William 
Coleman  filed  in  the  local  office  the  adverse  claim  and  protest  of  the 
Little  Forepaugh  lode  claim  showing  a  conflict  to  the  amount  of  .4385 
acres  with  the  Jamie  Lee  application. 

On  the  25th  day  of  October,  1879,  The  Enterprise  Mining  and  Pros- 
pecting Company  of  Colorado,  by  its  secretary,  Hermann  W.  Polliz 
filed  the  adverse  claim  of  the  Alpha  lode  claim  showing  a  conflict  of 
2.0638  acres  with  the  Jamie  Lee.  Suit  was  commenced  on  each  of  said 
adverse  claims,  in  the  district  court  of  Lake  county,  Colorado,  within 
the  thirty  days  required  by  law,  judgment  was  entered  in  each  case  in 
favor  of  the  adverse  claimant,  and  afterwards  set  aside  by  the  court, 
and  so  far  as  the  record  shows  said  suits  are  still  pending  and  unde- 
termined. 

January  28, 1885,  the  Jamie  Lee  claimant  filed  in  the  local  office  a  re- 
linquishment of  all  that  part  of  said  claim  which  was  filed  in  the  United 
States  land  office  of  Leadville,  Col.,  that  conflicts  with  the  Little  Fore- 
paugh claim  <'  as  described  in  and  shown  by  said  protest  and  adverse 
and  plat  thereto  annexed.^    It  appears  that  the  Little  Forepaugh  was 
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allowed  to  amend  its  complaint  in  court  so  as  to  embrace  a  larger  quan- 
tity of  land  than  was  included  in  the  adv^erse  claim  filed  in  the  local 
land  office. 

On  the  13th  day  of  February,  1889,  your  office  dismissed  the  adverse 
claim  of  the  Little  Forepaugh  for  the  reason  that  the  Jamie  Lee  claim- 
ant duly  relinquished  from  his  application  for  patent  and  before  entry 
all  the  land  covered  in  the  Little  Forepaugh  adverse  claim  as  filed. 

From  your  office  decision  tne  Little  Forepaugh  claimants  appeal. 

On  the  same  date  your  office  decided  that  as  <'  the  Alpha  adverse 
claim  was  filed  on  the  sixty  third  day  of  the  period  of  publication  of  the 
Jamie  Lee  application  for  patent,  and  under  the  practice  of  this  office 
prevailing  at  the  time  of  such  filing,  to  wit,  October  25, 1879,  it  is  con- 
sidered as  having  been  filed  in  time."  This  point  was  correctly  ruled 
by  your  office  upon  the  authority  of  Miner  v.  Marriott  et  al.  (2  L.  D., 
709). 

Your  office  further  properly  held  that  as  the  adverse  claim  of  the 
Alpha  was  pending  in  court,  that  the  court  was  the  proper  forum 
to  determine  all  questions  between  the  respective  parties,  and  "  pend- 
ing proper  evidence  of  the  final  determination  of  said  Alpha  adverse 
suit  the  Jamie  Lee  will  remain  suspended  in  the  files  of  this  office.'^ 
From  which  decision  the  Jamie  Lee  claimant  appeals. 

As  to  the  appeal  of  the  Little  Forepaugh  it  is  insisted  in  argument 
by  the  Jamie  Lee  that  the  Little  Forepaugh  is  not  entitled  to  be  heard  on 
this  appeal  for  the  reason  that  no  notice  of  appeal  was  ever  served  on 
the  Jamie  Lee  claimant,  or  his  attorney,  as  required  by  Eule  of  Prac- 
tice 93.  It  is  urged  against  this  claim  that  '^  It  Is  true  there  is  on  the 
appeal  paper  no  evidence  of  such  service,  but  present  counsel  filed  no 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  for  this  reason,  nor  any  evidence  (such  as 
the  affidavit  of  the  then  attorney  or  of  the  claimants)  that  such  copy 
was  not  served;  it  is  simply  assumed  that  service  was  not  had,  but  it 
is  too  late  to  raise  the  point  after  argument  by  them  on  the  merits  of 
the  case;  such  argument  is  the  recognition  of  the  appeal,  and  waiver 
of  failure  to  serve  notice."  In  view  of  the  conclusion  I  reach  upon  the 
case  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  pass  directly  upon  the  question  thus 
raised.  When  an  adverse  claim  is  filed  during  the  period  of  publica- 
tion and  suit  commenced  thereon  then  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  over 
the  subject-matter  connected  with  all  of  the  rights  of  the  parties  is 
transferred  from  the  Land  Department  until  final  judgment  is  rendered 
by  the  court  and  a  copy  of  the  record  filed  in  the  local  land  office,  where- 
upon full  and  complete  jurisdiction  re- vests  in  the  Land  Department  to 
require  a  compliance  with  the  requirements  ofthe  law  in  other  respects 
not  adjudicated  by  the  court. 

Revised  Statutes,  section  2326,  provides : 

Where  aa  adverse  claim  is  filed  daring  the  period  of  pnhlication,  it  shall  be  upon 
oath  of  the  person  or  persons  making  the  same,  and  shall  show  the  nature,  bounda- 
ries, and  extent  of  such  adverse  claim,  and  all  proceedings,  except  the  publication  of 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  39$ 

notice  and  makiog  and  filing  of  the  affidavit  thereof,  shall  be  stayed  until  the  con- 
troversy shall  have  been  settled  or  decided  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  or 
the  adverse  claim  waived  ....  After  such  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered,  the 
party  entitled  to  the  poRsessiou  of  the  claim  or  any  portion  thereof  may,  without  giv- 
ing fnrther  notice,  file  a  certified  copy  of  the  judgment  roll  with  the  register  of  the 
land  office,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  Surveyor-General  that  the  requisite 
amonnt  of  labor  has  been  expended  or  improvements  made  thereon,  and  the  descrip- 
tion required  in  other  cases,  and  shall  pay  to  the  receiver  five  dollars  per  acre  for  his 
claim,  together  with  the  proper  fees,  whereupon  the  whole  proceedings  and  the  Judg- 
ment-roll shall  be  certified  by  the  register  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  a  patent  shall  issue  thereon  for  the  claim  or  such  portion  thereof  as  the 
applicant  shall  appear  from  the  decision  of  the  court  to  rightly  possess. 

In  the  case  of  KichmoDd  Mining  Co.  v.  Bose  et  al.  (114  U.  8.,  576)^ 
in  passing  npon  this  very  question  the  coart  said : 

It  is  apparent  that  the  law  intended,  in  every  instance  where  there  was  a  possibil- 
ity that  one  of  these  claims  conflicted  with  another,  to  give  opportunity  to  have  the 
conflict  decided  by  a  judicial  tribunal  before  the  rights  of  the  parties  were  foreclosed 
or  embarrassed  by  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  either  claimant  ....  It  is  in  full  accord 
with  this  purpose  that  the  law  should  declare,  as  it  does,  that  when  this  contest  is 
inaugurated  the  land  officers  should  proceed  no  further  until  the  court  has  decided, 
and  that  they  shall  be  governed  by  that  decision ;  to  which  end  a  copy  o{  the  record 
is  to  be  filed  in  their  office.  They  have  no  further  act  of  judgment  to  exercise.  If 
the  court  decides  for  one  party  or  the  other  the  land  department  Is  bound  by  the 
decision  ....  With  all  this  these  officers  have  no  right  to  interfere.  After  the 
decision  they  are  governed  by  it.  Before  the  decision,  once  this  proceeding  is  initi- 
ated, their  function  is  suspended. 

The  Little  Forepaugh  claim  was  filed  and  suit  commenced  npon  it  in 
the  required  time ;  after  the  suit  was  commenced  and  while  it  was  pend- 
ing in  court  the  Jamie  Lee  filed  its  relinquishment  as  to  the  conflict 
as  originally  filed  in  the  land  office,  and  npon  this  your  office  assumed 
to  resume  proceedings  by  deciding  that  the  Jamie  Lee  was  entitled  to 
its  patent.  In  this  your  office  was  clearly  in  error.  A  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  adverse  claim  as  filed  and  accepted  in  the  local  office,  and 
that  upon  which  suit  is  instituted  will  not  warrant  the  Land  Depart- 
ment in  the  resumption  of  proceedings  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit 
in  court.    Bay  State  Gold  Mining  Co.  v.  Trevillion  (10  L.  D.,  194). 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  your  office  decision  as  to  the  Little  Fore- 
paugh claimants  is  set  aside  and  proceedings  will  be  stayed  thereon  in 
your  office  until  the  proper  evidence  of  the  termination  of  the  suit  is 
furnished,  upon  receipt  of  which  your  office  will  proceed  as  provided 
by  law.    Your  office  decision  as  to  the  Alpha  claim  is  hereby  affirmed^ 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 
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practice— notice— attorney-settlement  right. 

Moody  v.  Kirkland. 

Notice  of  a  decision  to  au  attorney  of  record  is  notice  to  the  party  he  represents. 

One  who  has  made  settlement  and  due  residence  on  a  tract,  bnt  failed  through  mis- 
take to  iiiclnde  the  same  within  his  entry,  will  he  protected  as  against  a  subse- 
qnent  occupant  of  the  premines  who  takes  forcible  possession  thereof  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Jeremiah  Moody  v,  W.  B.  Kirkland 
involving  the  E.  J  of  NW.  i  and  W.  J  of  NB.  J  of  Sec.  34,  T.  26,  R.  27 
E.,  Gainesville,  Florida,  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision  of 
May  5, 1888,  holding  his  entry  for  cancellation. 

The  records  show  that  Moody  made  homestead  entry  for  the  E.  ^  of 

NW.  J  and  W.  i  of  NE.  i  of  section  '•  35,"  T.  26  S.,  R.  27  B.,  December 

16, 1881,  and  Kirkland  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  in  dispute 

October  19, 1882. 
Upon  the  application  of  Moody  who  alleged  that  his  entry  did  not 

embrace  the  land  upon  which  he  had  made  settlement  and  improve- 
ment, a  hearing  was  ordered  by  your  office  which  took  place  on  May 
14,  1884,  and  upon  an  application  by  Kirkland  a  re-hearing  was  ordered 
which  took  place  on  January  23,  1886. 

The  local  officers  found  that  Moody  made  settlement  on  the  land  in 
dispute  in  the  winter  of  1877,  and  built  two  small  houses,  that  he 
cleared  a  few  acres  of  land,  set  out  some  orange  and  peach  trees,  planted 
crops,  etc.,  and  had  resided  on  the  land  when  not  necessarily  absent  to 
work  for  his  support  and  to  obtain  means  to  improve  the  claim.  That 
while  Moody  was  absent  from  the  land  in  the  latter  part  of  1881  or  first 
of  1882,  Kirkland  took  possession  of  the  place  and  has  resided  thereon 
and  cultivated  the  same  since  that  date.  But  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Moody  had  not  resided  on  the  land  since  Kirkland  took  possession  of 
the  same,  the  local  officers  held  that  he  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  homestead  law  and  recommended  that  the  contest 
be  dismissed  and  the  entry  of  Kirkland  remain  intact. 

In  your  decision  of  May  5, 1888,  you  reversed  the  local  officers,  and 
held  the  entry  of  Kirkland  for  cancellation  and  allowed  Moody  to  amend 
his  entry  to  embrace  the  land  in  question  upon  which  he  had  made  set- 
tlement and  improvement.  No  appeal  was  taken  from  said  decision  and 
by  letter  of  March  27,  1889,  the  case  was  closed  by  your  office  and  the 
entry  of  Kirkland  canceled  and  on  May  20, 1889,  the  local  officers  noti- 
fied Kirkland  of  this  action. 

On  June  21, 1889,  H.  N.  Oopp,  Esq.,  attorney  for  Kirkland,  filed  an 
appeal  from  your  decision  of  May  5, 1888.  It  is  alleged  that  Kirkland 
did  not  receive  notice  of  said  decision.    The  local  officers  state  that  the 
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name  of  A.  N.  Ham  appears  ou  their  record  as  the  attorney  for  Kirk- 
land,  and  Mr.  Ham  was  notified  of  your  decision,  by  the  local  officers, 
on  December  26, 1888,  and  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  said  notice. 

The  records  show  that  on  October  25,  1886,  M.  O.  Grumpier  wrote  to 
your  office  stating  that  A.  N.  Ham  was  no  longer  his  attorney  in  any 
of  his  cases,  including  that  of  Moody  v,  Eirkland  and  stating  that  he 
(Grumpier)  represented  Kirkland.  It  is  contended  by  the  present  at- 
torney for  Kirkland  that  this  letter  was  a  revocation  of  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Ham  to  appear  as  attorney.  On  August  23,  1889,  the  local  offi- 
cers reported  that  M.  O.  Grumpier  had  not  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  your  office  circular  of  March  19, 1887,  and  was  not  therefore 
eligible  to  represent  claimants  to  public  land,  and  furthermore,  that  he 
had  never  filed  in  the  local  office  any  authority  from  Kirkland  entitling 
him  to  appear  as  attorney. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  must  be  held  that  notice  of  your  decision  was 
duly  given  to  the  attorney  of  record  for  Kirkland,  and  under  rule  106  of 
the  rules  of  practice,  the  same  was  notice  to  him.  Hence  the  appeal 
filed  June  21, 1889,  was  not  in  time  and  it  must  be  dismissed. 

But  aside  from  the  fact  that  no  proper  appeal  was  taken  from  your 
decision,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  should  be  disturbed. 

The  evidence  taken  at  the  two  hearings  shows  that  Moody  made  set- 
tlement on  the  land  in  question,  and  resided  thereon  for  four  years  or 
more,  and  through  mistake  made  entry  for  another  tract.  That  Kirk- 
land was  aware  of  this  fact,  and  yet  he  took  possession  of  the  premises 
during  the  absence  of  Moody  and  tore  down  the  houses  of  the  latter  and 
threw  them  outside  the  enclosure.  All  this  was  against  the  protest  of 
Moody.  The  latter  swears  that  he  was  afraid  to  return  to  the  place  to  at- 
tempt to  reside  there  as  Kirkland  had  threatened  him.  Kirkland's 
actions  have  not  been  such  as  entitle  him  to  the  protection  of  the  De- 
partment.   The  papers  in  the  case  are  herewith  returned. 


PRIVATE  CASH  ENTRY— EQUITABLE  ADJUDICATION. 

Joseph  C.  Lea. 

A  private  oasb  entry,  mode  io  j^ood  fiitth,  of  the  land  covered  by  the  previous  timber 
caltare  entry  of  the  purchaser,  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of  eciuttable  adjudi- 
cation in  the  absence  of  an  adverse  claim. 

First  Ass^istant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commisaiopier  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Joseph  C.  Lea  from  your  decision  of 
December  17,  1888,  holding  for  cancellation  his  private  cash  entry  No. 
1149,  for  W.  i  of  S  W.  i,  NE.  i  of  S  W.  J  and  SB.  i  of  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  34,  T. 
10  S.,  B.  24  E.,  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico. 

The  records  show  that  said  Lea  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the 
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tract  in  question  on  September  1, 1879,  and  on  November  21,  1835,  ho 
made  private  cash  entry  for  the  same  laud. 

On  December  17,  1888,  your  office  held  the  latter  entry  for  cancella- 
tion on  the  ground  that  the  same  was  void  as  it  was  made  while  the 
land  embraced  therein  was  reserved  by  the  timber  culture  entry,  ami 
on  December  19, 1888,  your  office  held  the  latter  entry  for  cancellation 
on  the  ground  that  the  claimant  hdd  abandoned  the  same  when  he 
made  private  cash  entry  for  the  land. 

With  his  appeal  Mr.  Lea  submitted  a  corroborated  affidavit  stating^ 
that  from  1879  to  1885,  he  planted  10,000  trees,  constructed  ditches  etc.^ 
and  expended  $750,  in  improvements,  and  endeavored  in  good  faith  to 
obtain  title  to  the  land  under  his  first  entry,  but  he  found  that  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  water  to  secure  the  growth  of  timber  and 
in  1885  he  abandoned  said  entry  and  made  cash  entry  for  the  land,  and 
has  since  then  expended  $650  in  improvements  on  the  tract.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  acted  in  good  faith  in  the  matter.  His  entry  appears  to 
have  been  allowed  by  the  local  officers  under  the  impression  that  the 
land  was  liable  to  private  entry. 

There  is  no  adverse  claimant. 

In  my  opinion  this  entry  should  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  equita- 
ble adjudication  for  consideration  under  the  appropriate  rule. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


PRA.CTICB— RULE  4:8-OSA6£  FILING— MARRIED  WOMAN— PAYMENT. 

Brooks  v.  Schoppee  et  al. 

A  decision  of  the  local  office  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regulations  may  be  cor- 
rected by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  though  no  appeal  is  taken 
from  such  decision. 

The  failure  of  a  settler  on  Osage  land  to  file  therefor  within  three  months  from  d.'ite 
of  settlement  subjects  his  claim  to  any  other  valid  intervening  right. 

A  single  woman  who  has  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor,  and  after  due  compliance 
with  law  and  submission  of  Osage  final  proof,  marries,  is  not  by  such  marriage 
deprived  of  the  right  to  have  her  proof  considered  and  entry  allowed. 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  first  payment  was  properly  tendered  with  Osage  final 
proof,  where  such  proof  is  rejected  for  reasons  not  involviog  the  matter  of  pay- 
ment, and  the  record  shows  full  compliance  with  the  law  in  other  respects  but  is 
silent  as  to  such  tender. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  23, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  several  appeals  of  Gyrus  H.  Brooks,  William 
Conway  and  James  M.  Crabb  from  your  office  decision  of  May  8, 1889, 
wherein  you  direct  that  A.nuie  M.  Schopper  be  allowed  to  complete  her 
entry  upon  her  Osage  filing,  made  March  14,  1881,  on  the  NE.  J  of  Sec. 
19,  T.  27  S.,  R.  12  W.,  Lamed,  Kansas. 
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This  appeal  involves  the  couflictiug  interests  of  four  applicants  to 
purchase  said  tract,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  May  28, 
1880  (21  Stat.,  143),  relating  to  the  Osage  lands. 

William  Conway  filed  upon  said  tract  March  14, 1884,  alleging  settle- 
ment February  28,  of  that  year.  On  Jane  6,  1H84,  he  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  make  final  proof  on  August  29,  of  that  year. 

Anna  M.  Schopper  filed  upon  the  same  tract  on  March  14, 18S4,  alleg- 
ing settlement  January  20,  ISSL  She  gave  notice  of  her  intention  to 
make  final  proof  on  September  8,  of  that  year. 

James  M.  Crabb  made  his  filing  upon  said  tract  on  May  31, 1884, 
alleging  settlement  February  27, 1884.  He  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  make  final  proof  on  August  27,  of  that  year. 

Each  of  said  parties  submitted  final  proof,  pursuant  to  their  respect- 
ive notices. 

On  August  15, 1884,  Conway  filed  his  protest  in  the  local  office  against 
the  allowance  of  Crabb's  proof;  and  on  August  26,  1884,  Schopper 
filed  her  protest  against  the  allowance  of  the  final  proofs  of  both  Crabb 
and  Conway,  asserting  her  superior  right  to  make  proof  and  payment 
for  the  land. 

On  September  25,  1884,  the  register  and  receiver  ordered  a  bearing 
to  be  had  before  them  on  October  20,  following,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining which  of  them  (if  either)  ought  to  have  the  land.  The  hear- 
ing was  duly  had,  and  the  case  finally  closed  ]S^ovember  1, 1886. 

On  January  6, 1837,  the  register  and  receiver  rendered  their  decision, 
holding,  in  effect,  that  Orabbs'  residence  was  not  sufficient  to  entitle 
him  to  the  land,  and  that  he  had  abandoned  the  same  before  he  sub- 
mitted his  final  proof.  They  also  held  that  Conway  had  never  estab- 
lished an  actual  residence  on  the  land,  and  that  his  real  home,  at  the 
time  of  and  before  offering  his  final  proof,  was  with  his  sister.  As  to 
Schopper,  they  foand  that  she  began  her  residence  on  the  tract  about 
the  first  of  April,  1834,  and  resided  there 

personally,  actually  and  continuously  up  to  mouth  of  October,  1884,  when  she  sub- 
mitted her  proof  aud  moved  from  the  tract  to  Elleuwood,  Burton  Co.,  Kansas,  where 
she  has  ever  since  resided,  and  where  she  has  since  married.  .  .  .  The  testimony 
shows  that  np  to  October,  1884,  Schopper  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  claimants  for 
this  land  who  had  complied  with  the  pre-emption  law  as  to  actual  personal  and  con- 
tiunous  residence  up  to  that  time ;  but  having  abandoned  the  land  before  her  entry 
was  allowed  at  this  office,  and  having  disqualified  herself  as  a  pre-emptor  by  marry- 
ing, her  final  proof  must  be  rejected. 

The  local  oflftcers  accordingly  rejected  the  several  final  proofs  of  Crabb, 
Conway  and  Schopper,  and  held  for  cancellation  their  several  declara- 
tory statements.  From  this  judgment  the  three  claimants  filed  their 
several  appeals. 

On  December  19,  1887,  Cyrus  H.  Brooks  offered  to  file  on  the  same 
tract.  His  filing  was  refused  by  the  local  officers,  by  reason  of  existing 
contests  of  Crabb,  Conway  and  Schopper.  Brooks  appealed,  alleging 
that  none  of  the  parties  herein  named  had  a  valid  claim  to  the  land, 
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and  that  be  had  made  such  compliance  with  the  law  in  respect  to  resi- 
dence and  cultivation  as  entitled  him  to  the  land. 

By  your  office  letter  ''  H,"  of  Augast  8^  1888,  you  ordered  a  hearing, 
to  enable  Brooks  to  show  cause  why  none  of  the  other  claimants,  Crabb, 
Conway  and  Schopper,  should  ))e  permitted  to  enter  the  land;  also  to 
allow  said  last-named  claimants  to  rebut  such  testimony  as  Brooks 
might  submit.  This  second  hearing  was  duly  had,  at  which  all  four  of 
the  claimants  participated,  and  submitted  testimony  in  support  of  their 
respective  claims  and  against  the  opposing  claims  of  the  others. 

The  record  of  the  second  hearing  was  transmitted  to  your  office  Janu- 
ary 26, 1889 ;  and  on  consideration  of  the  entire  testimony  you  modified 
the  judgment  of  the  local  officers,  affirming  the  same  as  to  the  rejection 
of  the  final  proofs  of  Conway  and  Crabb,  and  reversed  it  as  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  final  proof  of  Schopper. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  the  entire  record.  The  several  claimants 
have  contended  with  great  pertinacity,  and  the  result  is  a  mass  of  testi- 
mony, of  great  extent  irrelevant  and  strangely  contradictory.  It  is, 
therefore,  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  and  at  the  same  time 
reconcile  the  testimony  and  accord  to  the  several  witnesses  that  honesty 
of  statement  which  should  characterize  every  one  in  giving  testimony 
under  the  solemnities  of  an  oath. 

As  to  James  M.  Crabb,  I  think,  the  testimony  shows  that  he  was  not 
an  '<  actual  settler"  on  the  land  within  the  meaning  of  the  act;  and,  if 
he  were,  he  failed  to  file  on  the  land  within  three  months  from  the  time 
of  his  alleged  settlement,  and  therefore  the  land  was  subject  to  any 
other  valid,  intervening  right.  Circular  of  April  26, 1887, 5  L.  D.,  581; 
Hessong  v,  Burgan,  9  L.  D.,  353. 

The  testimony  shows  that  William  Conway  went  on  the  land  on  Feb- 
ruary 27, 1884,  and  selected  a  site  for  a  house  and  dug  a  few  holes 
with  a  spade.  On  the  following  day,  he  hauled  a  few  scantlings  on  the 
land  and  nailed  them  together  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  <<  A."  This  so- 
called  house  was  admittedly  not  habitable.  Conway  tried  to  stay  there 
that  night,  but  was  driven  away  by  the  cold,  after  remaining  three 
hours.  On  the  10th  of  March,  following,  he  began  to  plow  sod  for  a 
house.  This  house  (about  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet),  he  alleges,  was 
completed  two  days  afterwards.  It  had  neither  window  nor  floor.  He 
put  a  stove  in  it,  and  staid  there  the  night  of  the  12th  of  March.  He 
swears  he  made  this  house  his  continuous  residence  thereafter ;  that 
he  dug  a  well,  and  plowed  about  twelve  acres  of  ground  and  cultivated 
it  to  corn. 

The  evidence,  however,  shows  that  he  did  no  cooking  at  the  place; 
that  such  meals  as  he  ate  at  the  house  were  carried  there;  he  kept  his 
clothing  at  the  house  of  his  brother-in-law,  McCann,  about  two  miles 
from  the  land.  He  worked  for  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
claim,  and,  while  he  doubtless  slept  in  his  house  a  few  times,  it  waa 
evidently  done  to  give  an  appearance  of  having  his  real  home  there. 
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The  furniture  in  his  house  consisted  of  a  frame  scafibld,  on  which  was 
placed  some  straw  and  a  blanket  for  a  cover;  also  a  stove,  and  a  few 
tin  cans.  He  was  seen  about  the  place  very  seldom  ;  he  says  himself, 
''I  went  to  my  claim  once  a  week";  again,  he  says,  ''I  was  at  my  claim 
Saturday  nights,  and  once  or  twice  a  week."  Que  witness  says  his 
house  was  in  plain  view  of  Conway's,  and  if  ever  Conway  lived  on- the 
place  at  any  time,  he  did  not  know  it ;  that  witness  had  passed  Con- 
way's house  every  day  for  more  than  a  year  and  never  saw  him  in  the 
house;  that  Conway  made  his  home  at  his  brother-in-law's. 

Independent  of  this,  I  think  a  fair  construction  of  the  entire  testimony 
justifies  me  in  concurring  in  the  conclusion  reached  in  your  said  office 
letter,  also  by  the  local  officers,  that  Anna  M.  Schopper  made  the  first 
settlement  upon  the  land.  She  selected  the  land  for  a  home  January 
20, 1884.  The  ground  was  then  frozen,  and  she  could  not  build  her  sod 
house.  Her  first  act  of  settlement  was  February  25, 1884,  when  she  cut 
the  grass  (blue  stem)  from  off  the  building  site  and  marked  the  founda- 
tion for  her  house,  sixteen  by  nineteen  feet.  .She  employed  hands,  and 
began  her  house  (sod)  March  8, 1884,  and  finished  it  March  16th  of  that 
month,  and  moved  into  it  her  furniture,  and  made  it  her  continuous 
home  from  that  time  until  long  after  she  submitted  her  final  proof* 
She  caused  ten  acres  of  the  land  to  be  broken,  and  cultivated  the  same 
to  corn ;  dug  a  well,  and  cultivated  a  vegetable  garden.  She  is  cor- 
roborated by  five  witnesses  as  to  her  residence  and  cultivation  and  prior 
settlement.  On  February  18, 1886,  about  seventeen  months  after  she 
submitted  her  final  proof,  she  was  married  to  one  William  Lueders. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  opposing  counsel,  and  so  decided  by  the 
register  and  receiver,  that  by  Scuopper's  marriage  before  her  entry  was 
allowed  by  the  local  office,  she  disqualified  herself  and  forfeited  her 
claim  to  the  land. 

This  position  can  not  be  maintained.  She  had  all  the  qualifications 
of  a  preemptor  when  she  settled  upon  the  land ;  her  residence  and  cul- 
tivation were  sufficient  under  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands  to  show  her  good  faith ;  she  submitted 
her  final  proof  within  the  time  required ;  the  hearing  developed  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  she  submitted  her  final  proof  she  had  literally  ful- 
filled every  requirement  of  the  statute,  and  should  have  been  permitted 
to  complete  her  eutry.  Had  she  married  before  she  had  lived  upon  the 
land  the  requisite  period,  it  would  be  a  far  different  case ;  but  having 
performed  all  the  conditions  the  law  imposed  upon  her,  and  having  sub- 
mitted her  final  proof  in  time,  her  marriage  afterwards  could  not  annul 
her  rights  to  have  her  proof  considered  and  her  entry  allowed.  Melissa 
J.  Cunningham,  8  L.  D.,  433. 

It  is  insisted  by  counsel  that  it  does  not  affirmatively  appear  that 
Schopper  made  tender  of  the  first  installment  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  therefore  her  eutry  should  now  be  refused.  It  appearing  that  she 
had  performed  every  other  necessary  act  to  entitle  her  to  the  land,  and 
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the  evidence  beiug  silent  as  to  whether  she  made  tender  of  the  money 
or  not,  and  the  local  officers  having  placed  their  objection  to  the  ac- 
t^eptance  of  her  final  proof  on  an  entirely  different  gronnd,  it  may  be 
presumed  that  she  tendered  the  purchase  money  when  she  submitted 
ber  final  proof. 

It  appears  that  Schopper's  appeal  was  filed  one  day  late ;  but,  since 
the  action  of  the  local  office  in  rejecting  her  proof  on  the  grounds 
stated  IS  regarded  as  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regulations,  your 
action,  correcting  such  error  under  rule  48  of  the  Rules  of  Practice, 
without  reference  to  her  appeal,  is  approved. 

Brooks  settled  on  the  land  long  after  Schopper  had  submitted  her 
proof;  he  knew  that  the  several  prior  applications  had  not  been  passed 
upon ;  he  entered  into  the  contest  to  defeat  all  others,  and  knew  his  own 
claim  depended  upon  his  success.  He  has  no  right  to  complain  of  the 
result. 

Schopper's  final  proof  will  be  returned  to  the  local  office  for  accept- 
ance, and  she  will  be  permitted  to  perfect  her  entry  within  thirty  days 
from  receipt  of  notice  of  this  decision. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD— NOTICE— DEFAULT  CURED. 

Heptner  V.  McCartney. 

The  initiation  of  a  contest,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  eutryman  are  concerned  must 
be  considered  as  of  the  date  of  his  appearance  at  the  hearing,  in  the  absence  of 
record  evidence  showing  service  of  notice. 

A  contest  mnst  fail  if,  prior  to  the  initiation  thereof,  the  entryman  withont  actual 
or  constrnctiv3  notice  of  the  pending  suit,  cures  the  default  in  good  faith. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  15, 1890. 

G.  L,  McCartney  made  homestead  entry,  No.  6061,  September  3, 
1885,  of  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T.  8  S.,  R.  31  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas.  April 
27, 1886,  Andrew  Heptner  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging  abandonment  and  lack  of  cultivation.  Hearing  was  had  Jane 
17,  1886,  and  the  local  officers  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the 
entry,  and  on  appeal  to  your  office  the  judgment  of  the  register  and 
receiver  was  affirmed  August  13,  1888,  and  the  entry  held  for  cancella- 
tion.   From  this  decision  McCartney  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

The  contestant  offered  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  claim- 
ant and  one  Nelson  built  a  house  in  partnership  on  the  half  section  line 
between  McCartney's  entry  and  the  NE.  J  of  the  same  section,  which 
was  entered  by  Nelson  at  the  date  of  McCartney's  entry  (September  3, 
1885).  This  house  was  ten  by  twelve  feet,  built  of  lumber,  with  one 
door  and  two  windows,  and  cost  eighty-five  dollars.    This,  with  two 
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furrowd  plowed  around  three  sides  of  tbe  claim,  constitated  all  the  im- 
proveraents  and  cultivatioa  up  to  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  affidavit 
of  contest. 

It  is  admitted  that  from  the  date  of  entry  until  the  morning  of  April 
27, 1886,  a  period  of  more  than  six  months,  McCartney  was  absent  from 
his  claim,  residing  in  a  different  county,  that  the  house  was  built  by 
Nelson  during  such  absence  of  McCartney,  and  one  witness  for  contest- 
ant says  iN'elson  admitted  to  him  that  he  and  McCartney  were  partners 
in  the  building  of  the  house.  That  they  were  such  partners  is  contra- 
dicted both  by  McCartney  and  Nelson.  They  both  testify  that  the  lum- 
ber was  bought  by  McCartney  and  that  Nelson  was  paid  for  building 
the  bouse,  though  Nelson  says  he  may  have  told  contestant's  witness 
that  he  was  in  partnership  with  McCartney.  This  admission  is  the  only 
evidence  of  partnership,  and  the  admission  being  of  Nelson  can  not  bind 
McCartney.  No  rule  of  evidence  makes  it  admissible  for  that  purpose. 
I  must  find  that  the  house  was  McCartney's  alone.  The  preponderance 
of  the  evidence  also  is  clearly  to  the  effect  that  the  house,  at  least  at 
the  time  of  the  hearing,  was  wholly  on  the  claim  of  McCartney. 

The  only  remaining  question  then  is :  Did  the  claimant  forfeit  his 
entry  by  failing  to  reside  on  it  for  more  than  six  months  II 

So  far  as  the  record  shows  (although  the  affidavit  of  contest  was  filed 
April  27,  1886),  no  notice  of  the  contest  was  ever  served  upon  McCart- 
ney, either  personally  or  by  publication.  The  initiation  of  the  contest 
then,  so  far  as  it  affected  the  rights  of  McCartney,  must  be  considered 
as  of  the  date  of  his  appearance  at  the  hearing,  June  17,  1886.  (Stay- 
ton  V.  Carroll,  7  L.  D.,  198).  At  that  date  the  evidence  is  undisputed 
that  appellant  was  in  the  bona-flde  occupancy  of  his  house,  had  culti- 
vated six  or  seven  acres  of  his  claim,  and  planted  it  with  corn,  had 
made  a  garden  and  planted  shade  trees,  and  had  fully  complied  with 
the  homestead  law  as  to  residence  and  cultivation,  and  so  had  cured  his 
default  before  receiving  legal  notice  of  the  contest.  In  Scott  v.  King, 
9  L.  D.,  299,  it  is  held  that:  "Evidence  of  compliance  with  the  law 
after  the  filing  of  the  affidavit  and  before  the  service  of  legal  notice 
should  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  question  whether  the  claim- 
ant in  fact  had  or  had  not  knowledge  of  the  filing  of  the  contest,"  and 
the  general  tenor  of  the  later  decisions  is  to  the  effect  that  even  though 
the  claimant  had  cured  his  default  before  notice  was  legally  served 
upon  him,  yet  if  it  was  apparent  that  he  had  actual  knowledge  of  the 
filing  of  the  affidavit  and  hastened  to  cure  his  default  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  contest,  such  action  on  his  part,  unaccompanied 
by  evidence  of  good  faith  in  other  respects,  would  not  defeat  the  rights 
of  the  contestant. 

In  the  case  under  consideration  no  actual  knowledge  of  the  tiling  of 
the  contest  is  shown  to  have  been  received  by  claimant,  the  only  cir- 
cumstance pointing  in  that  direction  being  the  fact  that  he  moved  into 
his  house  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  day  of  April,  the  date  of  contest- 
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ant's  filing.  This  may  liave  been  a  mere  coincidence,  and  as  there  is 
nothing  in  the  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  mu8t  be  regarded  as  snch. 
In  fact,  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  appellant  and  his  witnesses,  which  is 
nudispnted,  shows  that  he  was  at  the  house  as  early  as  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  at  that  time  could  not  well  have  had  any  actual 
knowledge  of  the  filing,  if,  indeed,  the  affidavit  had  been  filed  previous 
to  that  hour,  and  the  evidence  is  silent  as  to  the  time  of  day  the  con- 
test was  filed. 

It  will  be  held  that  the  claimant  had  no  actual  or  constructive  notice 
of  the  contest  prior  to  the  curing  of  his  default,  and  his  entry  will  be 
sustained  and  the  contest  dismissed. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


Final  Proof— Circular. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  B.  C,  October  21, 1890. 
Begtsters  and  Beoeiyers, 

United  States  Land  Offices : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  October  1,  1890,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  of  the  (Tnited  States  and  to  au- 
thorize the  taking  and  filing  of  final  proofs  in  certain  cases,"  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereto  attached. 

If  you  have  any  cases  suspended  in  your  office  coming  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  first  section  of  said  act,  you  will  pass  upon  the  same 
without  delay.  No  comment  upon  the  provisions  of  the  act  appears  to 
be  necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Stone, 
Acting  Commissioner, 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlere  on  the  pabllc  lands  of  the  United  States  and  to  antborize 

the  talking  and  filing  of  final  proofs  in  certain  oases. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  Id  cases  now  before  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United 
States  in  which  there  has  been  or  is  now  a  vacancy  in  either  of  the  offices  of  register 
or  receiver,  where  the  day  set  for  hearing  final  proofs  came  during  the  vacancy  in 
said  o/fice,  and  there  is  no  contest  or  protest  against  said  claims,  and  where  the  re- 
maining officer  has  taken  said  proofs  and  reduced  the  same  td  writing,  the  same  may 
now  be  passed  upon  by  the  register  and  receiver  as  if  the  same  had  been  taken  when 
there  was  no  vacancy. 

Sec.  2.  That  hereafter,  when  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the 
United  States  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  either  the  register 
or  receiver,  and  the  time  set  for  taking  final  proofs  falls  within  the  vacancy  thus 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  403 

oaased,  tbe  remainiDg  officer  may  proceed  to  take  said  fiaal  proofs,  iu  the  absence  of 
any  contest  or  protest,  reduce  the  same  to  writing,  and  place  it  on  file  in  the  office  to 
be  considered  and  passed  upon  when  the  vacancy  is  filled. 
Approved,  October  1,  1890. 


PRACTICE— MOTION  FOR  REVIEW. 

Owens  v.  Gauqer. 

An  application  for  review  calling  for  the  exercise  of  the  supervisory  authority  of  the 
Secretary  on  behalf  of  a  stranger  to  the  record  will  not  be  entertained,  where  such 
applicant  can  assert  his  rights  throngh  regular  proceedings  instituted  for  that 
purpose. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

October  25, 1890. 

A  inotioQ  for  review  of  the  departmental  decision  in  the  case  of  Henry 
Ganger,  involving  a  right  to  enter  the  NBJ  of  Sec.  18,  T.  105  N.,  R.  56 
W.,  Mitchell  land  district,  South  Dakota,  is  now  before  me.  In  that 
case,  on  a  contest  by  one  Bruce,  the  timber  calture  entry  of  Shepherd, 
for  the  described  tract,  was  held  for  cancellation  by  the  register  and 
receiver  on  June  30, 1888.  Twenty-three  days  thereafter  and  before 
tbe  expiration  of  the  period  within  which  theeutryman  was  entitled  to 
appeal.  Ganger  made  application  to  enter  said  tract  under  the  timber 
culture  law.  This  application  was  denied  by  the  local  officers,  and,  on 
appeal  your  office  affirmed  the  judgment.  On  appeal  here  that  judg- 
ment was  reversed,  and  it  was  held,  in  effect  that  said  application  should 
have  been  received  subject  to  the  outstanding  right  of  appeal  in  the 
entryman,  and  of  the  preferred  right  of  entry  in  the  successful  contest- 
ant, but  should  not  be  made  of  record  until  the  rights  of  the  former 
entryman  were  finally  determined,  and  then  subject  to  the  rights  of  the 
successful  contestant,  if  the  time  for  the  exercise  thereof  had  not  ex- 
pired.    (10  L.  D.,  221.) 

In  promulgating  this  decision,  your  office  directed  that  if  Bruce,  the 
contestant,  had  failed,  after  due  notice,  to  exercise  his  preference  right 
of  entry,  then,  upon  proper  showing  and  payment,  the  application  of 
Ganger  should  be  allowed ;  and  upon  report  of  that  fact  to  your  office, 
the  timber  culture  entry  of  William  J.  Owens  on  said  tract  would  be 
canceled.    It  is  stated  that  Gauger  made  entry  May  13, 1890. 

On  April  23, 1890,  a  motion  for  review  of  said  departmental  decis- 
ion was  filed  iu  the  local  office,  in  behalf  of  said  Owens,  which  has 
been  duly  forwarded  here. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  details  as  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  said  motion  is  based.  It  is  not  charged  that  said  judgment  is 
erroneous  because  of  mistake  of  law  or  fact,  therein  committed,  upon 
the  record  then  before  the  Department.  But  Mr.  Owens,  who  was  per- 
mitted to  make  timber  culture  entry  of  said  tract  January  31,  1889, 
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pending  the  appeal  of  Ganger  bere,  claims  superior  rights  to  the  latter 
in  the  premises,  and  alleges  that  he,  Owens,  had  no  proper  notice  of 
the  proceedings  in  said  case,  and  asks  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  to 
ascertain  who  has  the  prior  right  of  entry.  The  decision  sought  to  be 
reviewed  did  not  pass  upon  any  rights  Mr.  iJwens  may  have  in  the 
premises  and  therefore  cannot  prejudice  those  rights;  and  he  can  as 
readily  assert  them  in  a  proper  manner  now  as  he  could  before  said 
decision.  The  present  motion  for  review  is  not  the  proper  method 
for  him  to  pursue.  His  application  is  in  effect  to  re-open  said  case  and 
inaugurate  a  new  contest  between  him,  a  stranger  to  the  record,  and 
Gauger,  upon  matters  which  were  not  involved  in  the  former  case. 
This  is  not  the  office  of  a  review.  The  application  is  more  in  the  nat- 
ure of  an  appeal  to  the  supervisory  power  of  the  Secretary,  which 
should  not  be  invoked  when  relief  may  be  obtained,  if  it  ought  to  be 
afforded,  by  a  proper  api»lication  presented  in  the  regular  way  to  the 
proper  land  officers. 
The  motion  is  dismissed. 


SETTLEMENT  RIGKTS-iXOTICE  OF  CLAIM. 

Cooper  v.  Sanford. 

Actual  notice  of  the  exteut  of  a  settlement  cUiin  will  protect  such  claim  as  againbt 

the  Hubbequent  entry  of  another. 

First  AssUttant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  27,  1890. 

On  May  19,  1886,  Daniel  E.  Cooper  made  timber  calture  entr3-  for  the 
W.  i  SE.  i  and  E.  i  SW.  i,  Sec.  6,  T.  25  S.,  R.  46  W.,  Lamar,  Colo- 
rado, and  on  the  following  day  Asa  L.  Sanford  filed  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  same  tract,  alleging  settlement  the  16th  of  the  same  month. 

On  March  11,  1887,  Sanford  made  final  proof  before  the  local  oflice 
and  Cooper  appeared  and  cross-examined  the  witnesses,  and  submitted 
proof  on  his  own  behalf,  claiming  priority  of  right. 

The  local  officers,  on  consideration  of  the  testimony,  held  that  San- 
ford's  right  to  the  land  is  fully  established.  On  appeal  your  office  by 
letter  of  February  12, 1889,  also  found  that  Sanford  was  entitled  to  the 
land,  and  directed  that  Cooper's  entry  should  stand  subject  to  Sanford's 
rights. 

Cooper's  appeal  is  now  before  me. 

The  facts  are  that  on  May  16,  1886,  Sanford  drove  across  the  tract  in 
question  and  determined  to  make  settlement  upon  it.  In  pursuaucci  of 
this  intention,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  he  cut  several  poles  from  the 
banks  of  the  Arkansas  river,  each  of  which  was  about  twelve  feet  long, 
and  from  three  to  five  inches  in  diameter,  hauled  them  to  the  land  and 
placed  them  in  the  form  of  a  square,  he  says,  to  represent  the  foundation 
of  a  house.  In  the  center  of  his  foundation  he  drove  a  stake  upon  which 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  405 

he  wrote  the  description  of  the  land  and  signed  his  name.  While  he 
was  engaged  in  this  work  Oooper  drove  up.  Several  others  were  pres- 
ent, one  or  more  of  whom  were  making  settlement  in  like  manner  on 
neighboring  tracts.  Cooper  asked  Sanford  whether  he  thought  the 
structure  sufficient  ''to  hold  the  claim."  Sinford  said  he  did.  The 
former  then  drove  away,  and  on  the  followiug  day  made  entry. 

It  appears  that  building  material  could  not  be  procured  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. As  soon  as  practicable,  about  June  1,  1886,  Sanford  built  a 
house  and  has  since  continued  to  reside  on  the  tract. 

I  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  that  Sanford  has  the  prior  right. 
Oooper,  however,  urges  that  the  settlement  right  is  confined  to  the  W. 
^  SE.  ^,  because  the  improvements  were  located  on  that  technical  quar- 
ter section,  and  that  the  entry  should  be  allowed  to  stand  for  the  tract 
lying  in  the  SW.  ^.  In  support  of  this  the  case  of  L.  R.  Hall  (5  L.  D., 
141),  is  cited. 

In  that  case  Hall  made  settlement  on  four  quarter-quarter  sections 
lying  in  a  line  running  north  and  south,  two  of  them  being  in  section 
26,  and  two  in  section  35.  Thereafter  certain  additional  homestead 
entries  were  allowed  for  the  tracts  in  section  35,  which  were  shortly 
passed  to  patent.  Subsequently,  Hall  offered  final  proof,  which  was 
rejected  on  account  of  conflict  with  the  patented  homestead  entries* 
He  then  asked  that  suit  be  brought  by  the  government  to  set  aside  said 
patents.    In  discussing  this  question  the  Department  held  that, 

the  settleineDt  and  i  m  pro  v  em  eats  of  Hall,  if  coufiaad  to  section  26,  would  not  be 
snch  notice  as  the  en  try  man  in  section  35  wonld  be  bound  to  regard.  The  notice 
given  by  settlement  and  improvement  applies  only  to  the  quarter  section  as  defined 
by  the  public  surveys.  If,  therefore,  the  rights  of  the  entryman  attached  before  no- 
tice of  the  claim  of  Hall  was  given,  he  is  without  remedy.  If,  however.  Hall  had 
given  notice  by  settlement  or  improvement,  or  in  any  competent  manner^  of  his  claim 
to  the  tracts  in  section  35,  prior  to  the  making  of  said  entries,  then  he  has  an  adc 
qnat«  remedy  in  his  own  hands. 

It  is  not  a  proper  interpretation  of  this  ruling  to  hold  that  only  actual 
improvements  give  notice  of  settlement ;  nor  will  the  words  of  the  ruling 
bear  this  interpretation.  Notice  given  '*in  any  competent  manner''  is 
sufficient.  Whether  the  notice  given  in  this  case  would  bs  sufficient  as 
against  any  applicant  for  the  land  need  not  be  considered.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that  the  claim  and  the  extent  thereof  were  personally  brought  to 
Cooper's  attention.  He  was  charged  with  notice.  Settlement  is  not 
confined  by  law  to  a  technical  quarter  section,  and  it  is  impracticable 
for  a  settler  to  place  improvements  on  alt  the  subdivisions  of  his  claim 
at  the  instant  of  settlement.  Actual  notice  of  the  extent  of  the  claim 
therefore,  is  at  least  as  good  as  that  given  by  improvements.  Having 
had  actual  notice  Oooper  made  his  entry  subject  to  the  rights  of  the 
settler.  As  Sanford  followed  his  settlement  by  residence  on  the  tract 
claimed,  it  must  be  held  that  hin  right  to  the  tract  in  controversy  is 
superior  to  the  claim  of  Oooper. 

The  decision  appealed  fro:n  is  acjordingly  affirmed. 
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PRACTICE— NOTICE  OF  APPEAL— ACCEPTANCE  OF  SERVICE. 

Wheeler  v.  Glare. 

Tbere  is  uo  prescribed  form  of  words  nocessarj''  to  be  used  id  giving  notice  of  appeal  ; 
and  tu  serve  the  appellee  witli  a  true  copy  of  the  appeal  is  snffioient  notice 
thereof. 

The  words  *' service  accepted'',  endorsed  on  the  appeal  by  the  attorney  of  appellee, 
imply  service  of  notice  accepted;  and  the, acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
^'copy"  thus  endorsed  implies  that  such  copy  is  of  the  paper  so  endorsed. 

First  Assistant  (Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  27, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Adeliue  F.  Wheeler  v.  Walter  P.  Clark, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  April  25, 1838,  dismissing 
her  contest  against  the  homestead  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  SW.  ^  Sec. 
1,  T.  110  N.,  R.  Gl  W.,  Huron,  South  Dakota  land  district. 

Your  decision  states  substantially  and  fairlj"  the  record  and  evidence 
in  the  case,  and  having  carefully  reviewed  the  entire  record  I  find  no 
ground  for  disturbing  your  conclusion,  and  your  decision  is  affirmed. 

The  first  assignment  of  error  in  the  appeal  to  this  Department  is  that 
"  no  notice  of  appeal  was  served  on  contestant  upon  appeal  to  the  Com- 
missioner," and  this  ground  is  insisted  upon  by  counsel,  but  I  find  the 
appeal  endorsed — "  Service  accepted  and  copy  received  this  24th  day 
of  May  1886."    Signed  by  the  attorney  of  appellee. 

This  paper,  after  properly  naming  the  parties  and  describing  the  land 
involved,  says,  "  Appeal  by  Walter  F.  Clark  the  claimant,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Hon.  Receiver  of  the  Huron  Land  Office,  dated  April 
27,  1886." 

It  then  gives  a  s^tatemeut  of  the  record  of  the  case  and  this  is  followed 
by  the  assignment  of  error,  and  argument  of  counsel.  This  appeal  was 
filed  in  the  local  office  May  24, 1886,  being  within  thirty  days  of  the  de- 
cision, and  on  same  day  a  copy  of  the  same  was  served* on  the  attorney 
of  appellee. 

Rule  46  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  says: — ** Notice  of  appeal  and  copy 
of  specifications  of  error  shall  be  served  on  appellee  "  etc. 

There  is  no  prescribed  form  of  words  necessary  to  be  used  in  giving 
notice  of  an  appeal,  and  to  serve  the  appellee  with  a  true  copy  of  the  ap- 
peal, is  certainly  sufficient  notice  of  it.  In  the  case  at  bar  the  words 
"  service  accepted  "  imply  service  of  notice  accepted,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  receipt  of  "  copy  "  endorsed  on  the  paper  implies  that 
the  copy  is  of  the  paper  so  endorsed.  The  point  therefore  is  not  well 
taken. 
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CONTEST— SITPPLEMENTAL  CHARGE— APPEAL. 

WARTHEN    V.   YANCK   ET   AL. 

A  supplemental  affidavit  of  contest  does  not  constitute  an  abandonment  of  the  prior 
charge,  or  waive  rights  secured  under  a  hearing  subsequently  had  thereon. 

The  failure  of  a  party  to  properly  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  local  office  does  not 
deprive  him  of  due  protection  in  the  General  Land  Office  as  against  a  decision 
contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regulations. 

First  Assistant   Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General 

Land  Office,  October  30,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Henry  B.  Vance  from  your,  decision 
of  December  17,  1888,  allowing  him  sixty  days  to  show  caase  why  his 
timber  culture  entry  for  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  14,  T.  8  S.,  R.  34  W.,  Oberlin, 
Kansas,  should  not  be  canceled. 

The  records  show  that  Asa  Troxel  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the 
tract  in  question  December  7, 1885. 

On  December  7, 1886,  Calvin  H.  Warthen  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest 
against  said  entry  alleging  that  the  same  was  illegal  and  fraudulent 
from  inception,  also  that  ^^  said  claimant  had  never  done  any  work  on 
said  land." 

On  the  day  following,  December  8,  Henry  B.  Vance  filed  an  affidavit 
against  said  entry,  alleging  that  the  entryman  had  failed  to  break  the 
first  five  acres  as  required  by  law. 

On  February  16,  1887,  Warthen  filed  an  affidavit  which  was  ex- 
pressly stated  to  be  ^'supplemental  to  his  contest  affidavit  filed  against 
this  entry  on  December  7,  1886."  In  this  affidavit  it  was  charged  that 
Troxel  had  failed  to  break  five  acres  from  date  of  entry. 

On  April  22,  1887,  the  local  officers  issued  notice  of  contest,  in  the 
case  of  Warthen  v.  Troxel  containing  only  the  charges  made  in  the  affi- 
davit filed  December  7,  1886,  and  appointed  July  7,  1887,  as  the  day 
for  a  hearing,  at  which  time  the  contestant  appeared  and  submitted 
evidence  sustaining  the  charges  made.    The  claimant  made  default. 

Un  said  July  7,  Vance  appeared  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  of 
Warthen  on  the  ground  that  the  filing  of  the  supplemental  charge  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1887,  by  Warthen  was  an  abandonment  of  his  contest  filed  De- 
cember 7, 1886,  and  that  the  contest  of  Vance  filed  December  8,  1886, 
thus  became  the  prior  one  and  that  of  Warthen  should  be  held  subject 
thereto.  This  motion  was  granted,  and  on  July  8,  notice  issued  on 
Vance's  complaint  and  at  the  hearing  October  6,  1887,  he  sustained 
the  charge  made  and  the  local  officers  recommended  the  cancelation  of 
Troxel's  entry,  and  no  appeal  being  filed,  the  entry  was  canceled  by 
your  office  on  May  14,  1888,  on  the  record  sent  up  by  the  local  officers 
on  December  19, 1887,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  knowledge  of  the  con- 
test of  Warthen^  It  appears  that  the  latter  had,  on  July  25,  1887,  ap- 
pealed from  the  action  of  the  local  officers  dismissing  his  contest,  but 
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said  officers  retained  bis  appeal  with  the  record  in  the  case,  until  May 
11,  1888,  three  days  prior  to  your  decision  in  the  case  of  Vance  t?. 
Troxel,  when  they  transmitted  the  same  to  your  office. 

On  July  20, 1888,  Vance  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  tract  in 
question. 

Your  decision  contains  a  full  and  clear  statement  of  the  case,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  your  conclusion. 

The  action  of  the  local  officers  in  dismissing  the  contest  of  Warthen 
was  erroneous,  and  their  a<;tion  in  retaining  his  appeal  in  their  office 
for  nearly  a  year  after  the  same  had  been  iiled,  and  in  the  mean  time 
transmitting  the  subsequent  case  of  Vance  is  deserving  of  censure. 
The  appeal  should  have  been  transmitted  at  once  and  the  contest  of 
Vance  held  to  await  the  decision  in  said  ease. 

Vance  filed  the  following  appeal  from  your  decision : 

The  error  relied  upoQ  is  that  the  Hon.  Commissioner  erred  in  his  holding  that  the 
timber  culture  entry  of  Vance  should  be  held  subject  to  a  preference  right  of  Warthen 
in  face  of  the  record  showing  that  Warthen  failed  to  comply  with  Rules  of  Practice 
Nos.  45  and  46.  We  contending  that  the  failure  of  Warthen  to  so  comply  acted  as  a 
termination  of  all  the  rights  of  said  Warthen  to  be  further  heard  or  to  disturb  the 
acquired  rifi^hts  of  Vance,  which  rights  of  Vance  have  been  acquired  without  any 
notice  whatever  that  Warthen  was  resisting  his  attempts,  and  acts  to  perfect  his 
title  to  said  land  now  embraced  in  his  timber  entry  since  July  20,  1888. 
Very  respectfully  submitted^ 

Henry  B.  Vance 
by  May  and  McElroy, 

His  attorneys. 

No  statement  is  added  to  this  appeal,  neither  is  any  argument  filed 
in  its  support,  and  the  Department  is  thus  left  to  put  its  own  interpre- 
tation upon  the  same. 

I  assume  that  the  attorneys  for  Yance  had  reference  to  the  appeal  of 
Warthen  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  rendered  July  7,  1887, 
dismissing  his  contest  and  allowing  that  of  Vance.  The  contention 
seems  to  be  that  the  rights  of  the  former  are  in  some  manner  barred 
by  his  failure  to  comply  with  rules  45  and  46  of  the  rules  of  practice. 

This  appeal  was  filed  July  25,  1887,  which  was  within  the  time  al- 
lowed and  the  reasons  for  the  same  are  given,  thus  complying  with 
rule  45,  but  no  notice  of  the  appeal  was  served  on  Vance,  who  was  an 
adverse  party  in  interest,  and  who  was  entitled  to  notice.  Warthen 
thus  failed  to  comply  with  rule  46  of  the  rules  of  practice. 

Bj'  reason  of  this  failure  the  appeal  of  Warthen  should  properly  have 
been  dismissed  by  your  office.  Gone  v,  Bailey  (10  L.  D.,  546>;  Bundy 
V.  Fremont  Townsite  (10  L.  D.,  595). 

Had  this  action  been  taken,  however,  it  would  have  been  the  duty 
of  your  office  in  the  exercise  of  its  supervisory  power,  to  have  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  as  the  same  was  not  only  contrary  to 
existing  laws  and  regulations,  but  to  the  principles  of  justice,  and  to 
have  reinstated  Warthen  in  his  rights  of  which  he  had  been  deprived 
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by  the  wrongful  act  of  said  officers.  His  failure  to  serve  notice  on 
Vance  merely  left  bim  in  the  position  of  one  who  had  failed  to  take  an 
appeal,  but  did  not  deprive  him  of  the  protection  of  your  office  or  of 
this  Department.    Pearce  v.  Wollscheid  (10  L.  D.,  678). 

I  see  no  reason  why  theri3  should  beany  further  hearing  in  this  case. 
The  entry  of  Vance  should  be  canceled  and  that  of  Warthen  placed  on 
record  if  the  latter  still  so  desires.  Should  he,  however,  waive  his 
right  to  make  entry,  that  of  Vance  should  be  allowed  to  remain.  War- 
then  should  be  allowed  ninety  days  in  which  to  determine  what  action 
he  will  take. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


PROCEEDINGS  ON  FINAL  PROOF-MINERAL  LAND. 

DARBAGH  V.   HOLBMAN. 

In  proceedings  had  under  a  protest  against  final  proof  the  Commissioner  should  pass 
on  the  whole  case  as  presented  by  the  record,  inclnding  the  sufficiency  of  the  final 
proof. 

The  Greneral  Lund  Office  has  no  jurisdiction  over  a  case  after  an  appeal  from  its  de- 
cision thereon. 

When  witnesses  are  examined  by  the  local  officers  their  finding  of  facts  where  there 
is  a  conflict  of  testimony,  is  entitled  to  special  consideration. 

Flndingrs  of  fact  concurred  in  by  the  local  and  general  land  offices  will  be  accepted 
as  conclusive  by  the  Department  unless  clearly  wrong. 

A  segregation  survey  at  the  expense  of  the  agricultural  claimant  may  be  properly 
directed,  where  such  claim  includes  land  of  a  mineral  character  covered  by  a 
previous  mineral  location. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office j 

October  30, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Richard  Darragh  v.  George  8.  Hold- 
man  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office  dated 
June  17, 1880,  holding  that  the  land  claimed  by  Holdman,  in  Darragh^s 
homestead  entry  No.  3250  of  the  fractional  S  J  of  the  SW  J^of  Sec.  6,  and 
fractional  N  ^  of  NW  |  of  Sec.  7  in  T.  5  S.,  R.  20  B.,  Stockton,  California, 
^as  mineral  in  character. 

The  record  shows  that  Darragh  made  said  homestead  entry  on  July 
14, 1880,  and  on  March  4, 1886,  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  make 
final  proof  and  payment  for  said  land  on  April  24,  same  year;  that  on 
said  last-named  date  said  Holdman  appeared  and  filed  his  protest  against 
the  allowance  of  said  proof,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  located  a  placer 
claim  covering  15.88  acres  in  the  SW  \  of  the  S W  |  of  said  sec.  6,  and 
the  NW  J  of  the  NW  J  of  said  sec.  7,  prior  to  the  date  of  said  homestead 
entry,  which  he  had  continually  worked  during  the  mining  season  of 
each  year. 
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A  bearing  was  daly  had  aud  from  the  testimony  submitted  by  both 
parties,  who  were  present  and  were  represented  by  counsel,  the  local 
officers  found  that  said  Holdman,  on  January  15,  1878.  filed  in  the  re- 
corder's office  of  Mariposa  county  his  notice  of  location  of  the  Holdman 
placer  mine,  covering  the  ground  in  question,  and  afterwards,  during 
the  same  year,  had  said  claim  surveyed  and  the  boundaries  marked 
with  stakes ;  that  on  October  30,  and  November  22,  1878,  Holdman 
filed  for  record  in  said  office  notice  of  his  claim  to  the  water  running  in 
Snow  creek  through  part  of  said  claim  and  also  for  water  running 
through  a  certaiu  gulch  to  be  conveyed  upon  said  mineral  claim;  that 
said  Holdman  has  worked  for  two  or  three  mouths  upon  his  claim  dur- 
ing each  winter  season  when  he  could  secure  water,  and  by  means  of 
box  and  ground  sluices  bas  mined  a  gulch  therein,  extending  six  or 
seven  hundred  feet ;  that  said  Darragh  made  his  bomestead  entry  with 
constructive  notice  of  said  mineral  claim,  and  in  September,  1880,  re- 
ceived actual  notice  in  writing  of  Holdman's  claim  ;  that  after  making 
said  entry  Darragh  erected  a  dwelling  upon  said  placer  claim,  in  which 
he  has  since  resided,  aud  has  also  kept  a  store  and  the  post  office ;  that 
Darragh  fenced  about  thirty  acres  of  his  claim,  including  teu  acres 
•claimed  by  Holdman,  upon  which  be  raised  crops  of  wheat,  rye  and 
barley;  that  the  soil  upon  said  placer  claim  is  composed  of  a  sandy 
loam,  with  reddish  clay,  granite  and  some  gravel ;  that  the  improve- 
ments of  Darragh  are  valued  at  from  $700  to  $1,000,  and  the  value  of 
the  work  and  improvements  of  Holdman  is  from  $500  to  $1,200 ;  that  it 
is  shown  that  gold  exists  on  said  placer  claim  in  paying  quantities ; 
that  said  Holdman,  although  an  illiterate  man,  appears  to  be  honest, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  discredit  or  reject  his  testimony ;  that  the 
weight  of  evidence  shows  that  the  land  in  controversy  is  mineral  in 
character;  that  the  residence  of  Darragh,  having  been  made  upon  the 
mineral  and  not  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  the  land  covered  by  said 
entry,  he  could  acquire  no  right  thereby,  and  the  local  officers  there- 
fore conclude  that  said  proofs  should  be  rejected. 

Upon  appeal,  your  office  concurred  in  the  finding  of  the  local  officers 
as  to  the  character  of  the  land  in  question,  and  held  said  homestead 
entry  for  cancellation  so  far  as  the  same  covered  said  mineral  claim, 
and  required  said  Darragh  ^*  to  segregate  from  the  balance  of  the  land, 
by  a  survey  at  his  own  expense,  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  United  States  surveyor  general  of  California  "that  the 
sufficiency  of  the  final  proof  and  the  effect  of  his  residence  upon  the 
mineral  claim  would  remain  for  future  determination.  From  said  de- 
cision Darragh  appealed,  and,  among  other  things,  urged  that  it  was 
error  to  require  him  to  have  a  segregated  survey  made  without  any 
assurance  that  he  would  receive  patent  for  the  balance.  He  also  sub- 
mitted affidavits  alleging  that  Holdman's  contest  was  not  made  in  good 
faith.  Your  office,  on  May  16, 1889,  advised  the  local  officers  that  said 
objection  was  good,  and  that "  if  Darragh  will  withdraw  his  said  appeal 
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and  file  in  lieu  thereof  a  motion  for  review,  the  same  will  be  duly  con- 
sidered." 

On  May  28,  1889,  Darragh  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  said  decision 
of  yonr  office,  aud  also  sabmitted  the  affidavits  filed  with  his  said  appeal, 
and  prayed  that  a  new  hearing  might  be  ordered  by  your  office,  if,  upon 
consideration  of  the  record,  the  decision  should  be  adverse  to  him. 

On  June  17, 1889,  yonr  office  again  considered  the  case,  and  held  that 
the  homestead  eutryman  must  have  said  survey  made  segregating  the 
mineral  land ;  that  the  evidence  shows  that  Darragh  resided  on  the 
land  continuously,  and,  having  shown  good  faith,  the  fact  that  his  resi- 
dence was  on  that  portion  of  the  land  shown  to  be  mineral,  would  not 
of  itself  defeat  his  rights,  and  that  his  final  proof  should  not  have  been 
rejecied. 

Darragh  again  appealed,  upon  the  ground  that  said  decision  was  con- 
trary to  law  and  the  evidence. 

If  the  findings  of  fact  by  the  local  office,  and  concurred  in  by  your 
office,  are  sustained  by  the  evidence,  the  conclusions  of  law  inevitably 
follow.  The  witnesses  were  examined  by  the  local  officers,  and,  in  such 
cases,  their  findings  of  fact,  especially  where  there  is  a  conflict  of  testi- 
mony, are  entitled  to  marked  consideration.  Morfey  v.  Barrows  (4  L. 
D.,  135;  Neff  r.  Oowhick,  6  L.  D.,  660).  Besides,  when  the  findings  of 
the  local  officers  have  been  concurred  in  by  your  office,  as  in  this  case, 
they  are  accepted  by  the  Department  as  conclusive,  unless  clearly 
wrong.  Chichester  t;.  Allen  (9  L.  D.,  302);  Conly  v.  Price  (id.,  490); 
Collier  t?.  Wyland  (10  L.  D.,  96);  Finan  v.  Palmer,  et  al.  (11  L.  D.,  321). 

A  careful  examination  of  the  testimony  shows  that  the  decision  of 
yonr  office  affirming  the  findings  of  the  local  land  office  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  mineral  claim  is  sustained  by  the  evidence.  The  record, 
however,  shows  some  irregulanties  in  the  proceedings  which  should  be 
noticed.  In  the  first  place,  your  office  should  have  passed  upon  the 
whole  record,  including  the  sufficiency  of  the  final  proof.  And,  sec- 
ondly, after  said  appeal  was  filed  your  office  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,  it  being  removed  at  once  to  this  Department  by  virtue  of  said  ap- 
peal. John  M.  Walker,  et  al.  (5  L.  D.,  604) ;  Ida  May  Taylor  (6  L.  D., 
107) ;  Sapp  r.  Anderson  (9  L.  D.,  165) ;  Keller  v.  Bullington  (11  L.D., 
140). 

The  decision  of  your  office  requiring  said  segregation  survey  is 
affirmed,  and  upon  presentation  of  the  same,  if  satisfactory,  Darragh's 
final  proof  will  be  accepted,  and  upon  payment  of  fees  and  commis- 
sions, certificate  will  issue  for  the  agricultural  part  of  his  entry. 
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ADDITIONAL  ttOMESTEAD-COMPLIANCE  WITH  LAW 

BOWEN  V.   McMlCHAEL. 

An  additional  IioineBiead  entry  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1879,  cannot  be  maintained 
through  acts  of  the  entry  man's  tenant  in  the  matter  of  residence,  occupancy,  and 
cultivation. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  October  31,  1890. 

I  have  cousidered  the  case  of  Ephraim  Boweu  v»  Daniel  McMichael, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  May  21, 1889,  dismissing 
his  contest  against  the  additional  homestead  entry  of  the  latter  for  the 
NE.  i  of  KW.  i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  1  K,  B.  11  E.,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  laud 
district  (Beatrice  series). 

On  November  20, 1882,  McMichael  made  additional  homestead  entry 
for  this  land,  under  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1879,  and  October  13,. 
1884,  he  submitted  final  proof  in  support  of  the  same  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  local  ofQcers. 

On  November  15, 1884,  Bowen  filed  an  affidavit  of  protest  against 
the  same,  alleging,  in  substance,  that  said  entry  was  not  made  in  good 
faith  as  an  additional  homestead  for  the  eutryman,  but  that  the  same 
was  made  for  one  Fred  Parli  and  that  said  entryman  had  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  regard  thereto,  and  that  he  did 
not  occupy  or  cultivate  the  land,  and  did  not  control  or  use  i  t  from  date  of 
entry  up  to  making  final  proof,  but  that  it  was  in  the  sole  control  of  said 
Parli.  He  further  alleges  that  said  entryman  has  failed  to  maintain  a 
residence  on  the  homestead  to  which  the  tract  in  controversy  was  made 
''  additional,"  but  was  absent  from  the  same  more  than  six  months  at 
one  time. 

Notice  of  said  protest  and  of  a  hearing  which  was  set  for  August  31, 
1887,  was  given  defendant,  at  which  the  parties  appeared  and  the  plain- 
tiff offered  the  testimony  of  sundry  witnesses,  when  an  adjournment 
was  taken  until  September  6th  following,  at  which  time  the  parties  again 
appeared  and  the  testimony  was  concluded  and  on  the  13th  of  same 
month  the  local  officers  passed  upon  the  case  and  decided  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  and  dismissed  the  protest.  From  this  decision  Bowen 
appealed  to  your  office  and  on  May  21, 1889,  you  affirmed  said  judgment 
and  dismissed  said  protest,  from  which  ruling  he  again  appealed. 

The  testimony  shows  that  one  Frederick  Parli  made  a  timber  culture 
entry  for  this  land,  of  date  March  13,  1875;  that  he  had  fenced  the 
tract  with  Osage  hedge  and  wire  on  one  side  and  on  the  other  three 
sides  he  had  rail  and  post  and  wire  fence.  This  "forty"  in  controversy 
was  situated  in  the  corner  of  Parli's  farm  and  joined  the  land  of  Mc- 
Michael. Parli  had  broken  a  few  acres  and  made  some  pretence  from 
time  to  time  of  growing  trees,  but.  used  the  land  as  a  pasture.  There 
was  a  stone  quarry  on  the  tract  and  he  sold  stone  therefrom. 

In  October,  1882,  one  Henry  Holtou  initiated  a  contest  against  Parli's 
timber  culture  entry,  and  hearing  of  the  same  was  set  for  November  20, 
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1882.  A  few  days  before  the  date  fixed  for  the  hearing  Parli  paid  Hol- 
ton  $50  to  abandon  said  contest,  and  on  the  day  of  hearing  he  and 
McMichael  appeared  at  the  local  land  office  and  had  an  entry  of  dismis- 
sal thereof  made.  Then  Parli  filed  a  relinquishment}  of  his  entry  and  can- 
cellation of  the  same  was  entered  and  McMichael  made  additional  home- 
stead entry  for  the  tract. 

The  testimony  of  McMichael  shows  that  he  and  Parli  talked  about  a  sale 
of  the  land  to  Parli,  but  made  no  actual  contract.  He  paid  Parli  nothing 
for  the  relinquishment  and  did  not  refund  any  of  the  money  paid  Hol- 
tOQ.  After  the  entry  was  made  he  rented  the  land  to  Parli  for  $12.50 
per  year.  Parli  was  to  break  some  ground  to  hold  the  land,  and  was  to 
reset  and  repair  some  fences  and  to  have  all  the  stone  he  wanted  to  take 
from  the  quarry.  He  does  not  fix  any  particular  time  or  place  where 
this  agreement  was  made  and  gives  it  in  piecemeal.  He  has  not  exer- 
cised any  act  of  ownership  over  the  land  since  the  entry  was  made,  has 
paid  no  attention  to  it.  When  asked  his  purpose  in  making  the  entry 
he  said  "  I  took  it  to  enhance  my  pecuniary  interest.'^  He  says  he  knew 
the  law  did  not  allow  him  to  make  an  agreement  of  sale.  He  promised 
Parli  that  if  he  sold  he,  Parli,  should  have  the  refusa^l  of  it.  Parli  never 
spoke  to  him  about  paying  anything  for  the  relinquishment  or  the  money 
paid  Holton. 

Parli  requested  him  to  go  to  the  land  office  and  make  the  entry.  He 
does  not  remember  whether  he  told  him  that  Holton  had  abandoned 
his  contest.  Parli  furnished  the  team  to  go  to  the  land  office  and  noth- 
ing was  said  about  the  expense ;  he  paid  for  feeding  the  team ;  does 
not  remember  whether  they  talked  about  the  law  prohibiting  a  contract 
of  sale  or  nor,  but  expected  they  did.  Parli  has  had  possession  since 
the  entry ;  he  does  not  know  how  much  has  been  broken  since,  may  be 
an  acre  or  an  acre  and  a  half;  nothing  in  the  agreement  as  to  how 
much  was  to  be  broken ;  does  not  know  if  the  plowed  ground  was 
sowed  to  rye  or  if  cultivated  in  any  way ;  does  not  know  about  the 
fence;  Parli  reset  some  of  it,  does  not  know  if  the  wire  is  barbed  or 
smooth,  nor  does  he  know  anything  about  the  posts;  does  not  know 
how  much  stone  has  been  taken  from  the  quarry.  He  refused  to  tes- 
tify on  the  first  day  and  says  he  saw  Parli  and  talked  over  the  case  and 
the  testimony  that  had  been  offered,  before  testifying  in  the  case. 

One  witness  who  worked  for  Parli  testifies  that  Parli  told  him  that 
the  land  had  cost  him  about  $200. 

The  testimony  is  voluminous  in  the  case,  but  without  going  into  fur- 
ther detail,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  convinces  me  that  this  entry- 
man  has  wholly  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  relative  to  additional 
homesteads.  After  providing  therefor  on  certain  conditions,  it  cou- 
<;ludes  as  follows : 

Provided^  That  in  no  case  shall  patent  issue  npon  an  additional  or  new  homestead 
entry  under  this  act  until  the  person  has  actually  and  in  conformity  with  the  home- 
stead laws  occupied,  resided  upon  and  cultivated  the  land  embraced  therein  at  least 
one  year.     Act  of  March  3,  1879,  (20  Stat.,  472). 
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The  entrymau,  to  take  the  most  charitable  view  of  the  case,  made  by 
him,  attempted  to  occupy,  reside  npon  and  cultivate  the  land  by  a  ten- 
ant. It  is  well  settled  that  this  can  not  be  done.  See  West  v,  Owen, 
(4  L.  D.,  412) ;  Byer  v.  Burrill,  (6  L.  D.,  621). 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence  in  the  case  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  entryman  has  not  acted  in  good  faith,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
that  he  has  not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute  in  the  mat- 
ter of  residence,  occupancy  and  cultivation  of  this  tract. 

Your  decision  is  reversed;  the  entry  will  be  canceled. 


DESERT  ENTRY— UNSURVEITED  LAND— FINAL  PROOF. 

C.  B.  Mkndenhall. 

Final  proof  under  a  desert  entry  shonld  be  made  within  three  years  from  date  of  the 

initial  entry,  even  though  the  offloial  sarveys  have  not  been  extended  over  the 

land. 
Where  sutiafactory  final  proof  has  been  made  in  snch  a  case,  supplemental  proof, 

without  republication,  shonld  be  required  after  survey,  showing  that  the  claim 

conforms,  or  has  been  adjusted,  to  the  lines  of  said  survey. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

October  31,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  0.  B.  Mendenhall  from  the  ruling  of 
your  office  of  August  3,  1889,  in  which  you  held  that  as  he  had  sub- 
mitted final  proof  on  a  desert  land  entry  before  the  official  survey  was 
filed,  he  must,  when  the  land  is  officially  surveyed,  make  new  proof, 
showing  the  proper  reclamation  thereof. 

On  March  24,  1884,  Mendenhall  filed  in  the  local  office  at  Bozeman, 
Montana,  his  declaration  of  intention  to  reclaim  the  8E.  |  of  Sec.  15,  N.  i 
of  NE.  i  Sec.  22,  N.  i  of  NW.  i  and  N W.  i  of  NE.  I  of  Sec.  2.3,  SW.  j- 
and  W.  i  of  8E.  |  of  Sec.  14,  and  lot  No.  1  of  Sec.  14  (as  it  may  be  des- 
ignated), all  in  Tp.  1  S.,  B.  12  E.,  Bosemau,  Montana,  land  district, 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.     He  paid  the  receiver  $160. 

It  appears  that  within  three  years,  but  before  the  official  survey  wan 
filed,  he  made  final  proof  to  the  acceptance  of  the  local  officers,  and  the 
same  was  transmitted  to  your  office. 

On  July  20, 1889,  your  office  called  upon  him  to  show — 

why  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled  for  expiration  of  the  statutory  period,  and  to 
serve  notice  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  circular  of  October  23,  1886. — (5  L.  D.,  204.) 

On  August  3, 1889,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  local  office,  asking 
the  return  of  the  final  proof  that  final  payment  might  be  made,  you  re- 
turned the  proof,  and  instructed  the  local  officers  that : 

In  snch  cases,  when  the  land  is  officially  surveyed,  the  claimants  are  required  to  de. 
scribe  by  le{(al  snbdivisions,  neotion,  township  and  range,  the  land  embraced  in  their 
respective  entries,  and  to  make  new  proof,  showing  the  proper  reclamation  thereof. 
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From  this  ruling  the  entrymaa  appealed,  assigning  the  following 
errors : 

First,  that  he  had  made  final  proof  within  three  years ;  that  the  same 
was  accepted,  and  the  $1.00  an  acre  tendered ;  that  there  is  no  provis- 
ion of  law  reqairing  a  repetition  of  final  proof  after  the  filing  of  the  snr. 
vey,  and  that  the  Gommissioner  erred  in  holding  the  contrary. 

The  statute  (act  of  March  3,  1877,  19  Stat.,  377)  allows  a  desert  land 
entry  to  be  made  before  survey,  the  land  in  such  case  to  be  described 
'<as  nearly  as  possible."  By  circular  of  General  Land  Office,  1889, 
page  37,  it  is  provided  that :  ^'  After  a  township  has  been  surveyed  the 
claim  must  be  adjusted  to  the  lines  of  the  survey." 

The  act  above  cited  provides  that : 

At  any  time  within  the  period  of  three  yearn  after  filing  said  declaration,  upon 
making  satisfactory  proof  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  reclamation  of  said  tract 

of  land  in  the  manner  aforesaid a  patent  for  the  same  shall  he  issued 

to  him. 

In  the  case  of  Edward  0.  Simpson,  9  L.  D.,  617,  it  was  held  that : 

The  law  does  not  authorize  an  extension  of  the  time  within  which  to  make  proof 
upon  a  desert  entry,  hut  proof  submitted  after  the  expiration  of  the  statutory  period 
may  be  equitably  considered,  etc. 

This  rule  was  also  laid  down  in  case  of  Morris  Asher  6  L.  D.,  801. 

There  is  no  provision  of  statute  for  delay  of  proof  on  account  of  the 
delay  of  the  official  survey ;  nor  does  any  of  the  decisions  mention  that 
fact  as  an  excuse  for  delay.  Want  of  an  official  survey  does  not,  in 
law,  excuse  the  making  of  final  proof  within  three  years  from  date  of 
filing.  This  being  so,  if  proper,  acceptable  proof  is  made,  before  sur- 
vey showing  reclamation,  the  means  of  irrigation,  etc.,  it  would  be  use- 
less to  have  such  proof  duplicated  after  the  survey  is  filed,  but  the 
claim  must  conform  to  the  official  survey,  or  it  ^'  must  be  adjusted  to 
the  lines  of  the  survey,"  and  the  lots  and  tracts  in  the  claim  must  agree 
in  their  numbers  with  those  in  the  survey.  Proof  that  the  claim  does 
so  conform  or  has  been  so  adjusted  to  the  lines  of  the  survey,  must  be 
furnished,  but  the  same  may  be  made  as  supplemental  to  the  final 
proof  on  file,  and  may  be  offered  without  publication. 

Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 
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HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— APPEAL-ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880. 

Macbride  v.  Stookwell. 

A  coQtestttQt  who  fails  to  appeal  from  an  adverse  decision  of  the  local  office  is  barred 
thereby  from  asserting  any  further  claim  or  right  under  his  contest. 

An  application  to  purchase  under  section  2,  act  of  June  15,  1880,  reserves  the  land 
covered  thereby  until  final  action  thereon. 

The  cancellation  of  a  homestead  entry  is  no  bar  to  a  purchase  under  said  act,  in  the 
absence  of  an  intervening  adverse  right. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  October  31, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Henry  R.  W.  Macbride  from  your 
decision  of  September  8,  1888,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
entry  for  the  SW.  J  of  NW.  J  of  Sec.  10,  E.  i  of  NE.  J  and  8W.  J  of 
NE.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  28  S.,  K.  37  E.,  Gainesville,  Florida,  and  allowing 
Geo.  H.  Stockwell  to  purchase  said  land  under  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Stockwell  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
tract  in  question  October  14,  1876.  The  seven  years  during  which  he 
was  allowed  to  make  final  proof  for  the  same  expired  October  14,  1*S83, 
without  any  action  on  the  part  of  tiie  claimant  to  perfect  his  title. 

On  December  6,  1883,  Henry  B.  W.  Macbride  filed  an  affidavit  of  con- 
test against  said  entry  alleging  abandonment.  The  hearing  in  this  case 
took  place  May  9, 1884,  and  the  local  officers  rendered  a  decision  recom* 
mending  that  the  contest  be  dismissed.  Due  notice  of  this  decision  was 
given  to  Macbride,  who  failed  to  take  an  appeal  therefrom,  and  the 
same  became  final  so  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

On  February  16, 1885,  your  office  couoidered  the  case  and  decided 
that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  entry  had  been  reported  by  the  local 
officers  for  cancellation  as  having  expired  by  limitation,  which  was 
j?riwia/acic  evidence  of  abandonment,  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled. 
Sixty  days  were  allowed  for  appeal.  !No  appeal  was  taken  and  the  entry 
was  canceled  September  18,  1885,  and  on  October  3, 1885,  Macbride 
made  homestead  entry  for  the  land. 

It  appears  that  sometime  between  July  6, 1885,  and  September  9, 
1885,  (but  the  exact  date  is  not  given)  Stockwell  filed  in  the  local  office 
an  application  to  purchase  the  land  under  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  June  15, 18S0. 

The  contention  by  Macbride  is,  in  substance,  that  he  is  a  successful 
contestant  and  procured  the  cancellation  of  Stockwell's  entry,  and  had 
the  preference  right  to  enter  said  laud.  I  do  not  think  this  position 
can  be  successfully  maintained. 

The  action  of  your  office  on  February  16,  1885,  holding  the  entry  of 
Stockwell  for  cancellation  was  not  based  upon  the  evidence  submitted 
by  Macbride  at  the  hearing,  but  was  based  upon  the  fact  that  more  than 
seven  years  had  elapsed  since  the  entry  was  made,  and  the  claimant  had 
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failed  to  show  cause  why  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled  for  expira- 
tion of  the  statutory  period  after  due  notice  given  him  by  the  local 
officers. 

The  decision  of  the  local  officers  was  a  proper  one  upon  the  evidence 
submitted  to  them  and  Macbride  failed  to  appeal  therefrom,  and  by  that 
failure  he  was  barred  from  asserting  any  further  claim  or  right  under 
his  contest.  This  being  the  case  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  at  length 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  contest  of  Macbride.  The  record  in 
said  case  shows  that  the  notice  was  given  by  publication  but  no  affi- 
davit was  filed  showing  that  personal  service  could  not  be  made,  neither 
was  there  any  evidence  that  notice  was  sent  to  the  claimant  by  reg- 
istered letter,  nor  wa«  there  sufficient  evidence  that  the  notice  was 
published  for  a  period  of  thirty  days.  On  account  of  these  failures  to 
comply  with  the  rules  of  practice,  the  contest  might  properly  have  been 
dismissed. 

As  it  thus  appears  that  Macbride  has  no  right  as  a  contestant,  the 
question  to  be  determined  is,  has  he  any  right  to  the  land  by  virtue  of 
his  entry  made  subsequent  to  the  cancellation  of  Stockwell's  entry. 

Stockwell's  application  to  purchase  was  transmitted  to  your  office 
September  9,  1885,  which  was  prior  to  Macbride's  entry,  October  3, 
1885.  This  application  reserved  the  land  from  entry  until  final  action 
thereon.  Griffin  v.  Pettigrew  (10  L.  D.,  510).  The  application  should 
also  have  operated  as  a  bar  to  the  action  of  your  office,  September  18, 
1885,  cancelling  said  entry.  Said  cancellation  was  an  inadvertence  on 
the  part  of  your  office,  but  should  it  be  admitted  that  the  entry  was 
canceled  in  the  regular  order  of  business,  in  the  absence  of  an  adverse 
right  by  virtue  of  a  subsequent  entry  under  the  homestead  laws,  at  the 
date  of  application  to  purchase,  said  cancellation  would  be  no  bar  to 
the  purchase  of  the  laud  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880.  Simpson  v, 
Foley  (4  L.  D.,  21) ;  Martha  A.  Carter  (9  L.  D.,  604). 

Your  decision  is,  therefore,  affirmed. 


CIRCULARn-FAILTJRE  OF  CROPS— PATME NT. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  October  27,  1890. 
Begibtbrs  and  Receivers, 

United  States  Land  Offices, 
Gentlemen  :  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  joint  resolution  of 
Oongress,  approved  September  30, 1890  (26  Stat.,  684),  which  reads  as 
follows : 

Joint  reaolntioxi  to  extend  the  time  of  iMyment  to  settlers  on  the  pnblio  lands  in  oertein  cases. 

Retolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amerioa  in 
Congrese  aeeembled,  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  by  the  filing  of  each  evidence  in 
the  offices  of  any  register  and  receiver  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
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InteiioT  that  any  settlnr  on  the  public  lands,  by  reason  of  a  failure  of  ciops  for  wbioh 
he  is  in  no  wise  responsible,  is  nnable  to  make  the  payment  on  his  homestead  or  pre- 
emption claim  required  by  law,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby 
authorized  to  extend  the  time  for  such  payment  for  not  exceeding  one  year  from  the 
date  when  the  same  becomes  due. 

Any  party  applying  for  the  extension  of  time  authorized  by  said 
resolution  will  be  required  to  submit  testimony  to  consist  of  his  own 
affidavit,  corroborated,  so  far  as  possible,  executed  before  the  register 
or  receiver,  or  some  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths  in  land  mat- 
ters within  the  county  where  the  land  is  situated,  setting  forth  in  detail 
the  facts  relating  to  the  failure  of  crops,  on  which  he  relies  to  support 
his  application,  and  that  he  is  unable  by  reason  of  such  failure  of  crops 
to  make  the  payment  required  by  law. 

On  receipt  of  such  application  in  your  office,  you  will  note  upon  yonr 
records  in  pencil  that  the  same  has  been  filed,  and  transmit  it,  together 
with  the  testimony  filed  in  support  thereof,  to  this  office,  accompanied 
by  your  report,  and  await  further  instructions. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  Stone, 

Acting  Commissioner, 
Approved : 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary, 


PRACTICE-NOTICE— EVIDENCE— ABANDONMENT. 
DURKIN  V.  LiNDSTRAND. 

The  notice  of  a  contest  should  recite  the  charges  contained  in  the  affidavit  of  contest, 
bnt  It  will  not  be  regarded  as  defective  if  it  shows  on  its  face  a  sufficient  allega- 
tion to  support  a. judgment  of  cancellation. 

A  defendant  who  appears  to  the  merits  of  an  action,  without  objection  to  the  snffi- 
cienoy  of  the  notice,  can  not,  after  judgment  against  him,  be  heard  to  qnestion 
the  legality  thereof. 

A  notice  of  contest  may  be  signed  by  one  or  both  of  the  local  officers. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  affidavit  of  contest  should  accompany  an  order  desig- 
nating an  officer  to  take  testimony,  nor  that  said  affidavit  should  be  in  the  pos- 
sesions of  snch  officer. 

Under  rule  35  of  practice  an  officer  designated  to  take  testimony  in  a  contest  may 
properly  authorize  any  other  qualitied  officer  to  take  such  testimony. 

It  is  not  error  that  a  party  is  not  informed  of  hi^  right  to  cross-examine  witnessc^s, 
where  due  opportunity  for  such  cross-examination  is  allowed. 

A  charge  of  abandonment  against  an  entry  is  sustained  by  evidence  showing  that  the 
entrymanhas  not  established  residence  on  the  land  within  six  months  after  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  1, 1890. 

In  the  record  transmitted  with  the  appeal  of  William  Lindstrand, 
from  your  office  decision  of  April  23,  1888,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Dur- 
kin  V.  William  Lindstrand,  the  following  facts  appear: 
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March  19, 18S3,  said  Lindstraad  made  homestead  eatry  No.  2349,  for 
the  SW.  i  Sec  24,  T.  115  N.,  R.  61  W.,  Huron,  Dakota. 

November  11,  1881,  Darkin  filed  a  contest  against  said  entry,  alleg- 
ing in  his  affidavit  that  '^Lindstrand  is  now  living  on  his  pre-emption, 
and  has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract  (homestead)  and  changed  his  resi- 
dence therefrom  for  more  than  six  mouths  since  making  said  entry  and 
next  prior  to  tlie  date  herein ;  that  said  tract  is  not  settled  upon  and 
caltivated  by  said  party  as  required  by  law," 

Embodied  in  the  affidavit  was  a  request  that  the  hearing  might  be 
had  at  Doland,  Dakota. 

Service  on  this  affidavit  was  made  by  publication,  summoning  the  de- 
fendant to  appear  at  the  office  of  H.  Beecher,  a  notary  public,  at  Do- 
land, Dakota,  on  February  17, 1885,  to  respond,  etc.  Liudstrand  did 
not  appear  at  the  place  designated  to  take  the  depositions,  and  the  evi- 
dence was  taken  ex  parte  before  one  William  M.  Rogers,  a  notary  pub- 
lic, at  Doland,  and  forwarded  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Huron, 
who,  on  February  27,  1885,  tendered  judgment  canceling  the  entry. 

At  the  time  of  filing  the  affidavit  and  publication  of  notice,  as  afore- 
said, the  defendant,  Liudstrand,  was  absent  in  Europe. 

On  application  of  the  defendant,  alleging  certain  irregularities  in  the 
above  proceedings,  your  office,  by  letter  dated  December  26,  1885,  re- 
manded the  case  for  a  rehearing. 

In  obedience  to  this  direction,  on  January  9,  1886,  notice  was  again 
issued  to  the  defendant,  summoning  him  to  appear  *'  at  the  office  of  H. 
Beecher,  a  notary  public,  at  Doland,  D.  T.,  before  him  on  the  23rd  day 
of  March,  1886,"  and  stating  therein  that  the  testimony  would  be  ex- 
amined and  final  hearing  had  and  decision  rendered  at  the  local  office 
(Huron,  Dakota,)  April  2, 1886. 

This  notice  was  signed  J.  S.  McFarland,  register,  and  recited  that 
complaint  had  been  entered  at  ^Hhis  office  by  Thomas  Durkin  against 
William  Liudstrand  for  abandoning  his  homesteafl  entry  No.  2349," 
describing  the  land.  The  notice  was  based  on  the  original  affidavit, 
containing  the  charges  heretofore  recited,  and  was  served  personally 
upon  the  defendant  February  1,  1886. 

On  the  23d  of  .Harch,  pursuant  to  notice,  plaintiff  and  defendant  ap- 
peared before  William  M.  Rogers,  a  notary  of  Doland,  who  had  been 
authorize!  by  Beecher  to  take  the  testimony  in  his  place,  because  he 
(Beecher)  was  unable  to  be  at  Doland  on  the  day  specified.  The  testi- 
mony of  plaintiff  and  one  other  witness  was  taken  by  Rogers  at  the  of- 
fice of  Beecher  when  it  was  stipulated  in  writing  between  plaintiff' and  de- 
fendant that  the  further  taking  of  testimony  should  be  '^  adjourned  or 
moved  to  the  office  of  Wm.  M.  Rogers,"  which  was  done,  and  the  testi- 
mony completed  the  same  day.  On  this  hearing  testimony  was  intro- 
duced by  botb  parties.  No  objection  was  made  by  the  defendant  to  the 
notice,  nor  to  the  place  or  places  of  taking  the  testimony,  nor  officer 
before  whom  it  was  taken.    This  testimony  as  above  taken  was  properly 
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certified  and  forwarded  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  HoroD,  who  on 
the  2d  of  April,  1886,  rendered  their  joint  decision  thereon,  recommend- 
ing; that  the  entry  be  canceled. 

April  5  (not  15,  as  stated  in  your  office  decision),  1886,  both  parties  were 
notified  of  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  and  on  May  8,  counsel  for 
defendant  filed  a  motion  with  the  register  and  receiver  for  a  ^'rule  or 
order '-  to  set  aside  the  testimony  taken  as  above,  also  the  judgment  of  the 
local  officers,  and  that  a  new  hearing  or  trial  be  had  at  Huron,  alleging 
as  ground  theretbr : 

1st.  A  variance  between  the  complaint  and  notice. 

2d.  That  the  complaint  or  affidavit  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  officer 
(Rogers)  who  took  the  testimony. 

3d.  That  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  support  the  judgment. 

4tb.  That  the  officer  before  wliom  the  testimony  was  taken  was  not 
the  proper  officer,  and  had  no  authority  so  to  do. 

5th.  That  the  claimant  was  not  informed  of  his  right  of  cross-exam- 
ination. 

Gth.  Same  as  3d. 

7  th.  That  there  is  a  variance  between  proof  and  notice. 

8th.  That  there  is  a  variance  between  the  proof  and  the  charge  in 
the  information. 

May  24,  1886,  this  motion  was  overruled — 

1st.  Because  untimely,  and 

2d.  Because  the  judgment  had  become  final,  and 

3d.  Because  the  defendant  was  present  at  taking  of  testimony  and 
cross-examined  the  witnesses  and  submitted  testimony,  and  none  of  the 
reasons  ofifered  are  sufficient  to  set  aside  this  judgment 

This  judgment  is  attached  to  the  motion,  and  signed  by  E.  W.  Miller, 
receiver. 

The  defendant  appealed,  and  your  office  affirmed  the  action  and  de- 
cision of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  he  now  appeals  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  errors  complained  of  before  the  Commissioner  and  this  Depart- 
ment are  in  substance  the  same  as  those  above  enumerated  in  the  mo- 
tion to  set  aside  the  judgment  of  the  local  officers. 

I  find  no  reversible  error  in  these  proceedings.  The  objection  that 
there  is  a  variance  between  the  complaint  and  the  notice  is  answered 
in  Green  v,  Berdan,  10  L.  D.,  294. 

While  the  notice  should  recite  the  charges  contained  in  the  affidavit, 
it  will  not  be  regarded  as  defective  if  it  shows  on  its  face  a  sufficient 
allegation  to  support  a  judgment  of  cancellation.  This  notice  charged 
abandonment  of  the  entry,  which,  if  proved,  would  support  such  judg- 
ment. (Smith  V.  Johnson,  9  L.  D.,  255.)  Moreover,  the  notice  is  a 
means  to  obtain  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  defendant,  and  in  this 
case  the  defendant  appeared  to  the  merits  of  the  action  and  made  no 
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objection  to  the  safficiency  of  the  notice,  and  he  can  not  after  judgnent 
against  him  be  heard  to  complain  of  the  legality  thereof. 

As  to  the  second  point,  that  the  affidavit  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
officer  who  took  the  testimony,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  did  not  be- 
long there.  That  it  was  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  informa- 
tion to  the  register  and  receiver,  upon  which  to  issue  notice  or  sum- 
mons to  the  claimant  alleged  to  be  in  default.  This  done,  its  office  was 
performed,  and  it  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  accompany  the  writ, 
nor  be  or  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  taking  the  testimony.  The 
objection  that  the  officer  before  whom  the  testimony  was  taken  was 
without  authority  to  take  the  same  is  untenable.  Subdivision  7  of 
Practice  Rule  35  expressly  authorizes  the  taking  of  testimony  by  an 
officer  other  than  the  one  designated  by  the  local  officers.  This  rule 
was  followed  in  this  case. 

There  is  no  provision  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  sustaining  the  5th 
alleged  error.  Rule  40  provides  that  "  due  opportunity  will  be  allowed 
opposing  claimants  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses,"  which  was  done  in 
this  case. 

The  variance  alleged  in  errors  7  and  8,  between  proof  and  notice  and 
proof  and  information  is  not  such  as  will  invalidate  the  judgment  or 
support  a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  The  proof  showed  that  three  years 
had  passed  since  he  made  his  entry,  and  that  he  had  never  established 
a  residence  on  the  land,  his  own  witnesses  testifying  that  he  went  to  the 
tract  about  once  every  six  months  and  stayed  in  a  shanty  over  night, 
he  and  his  witnesses  thinking  that  he  thus  avoided  the  charge  of  aban- 
doning the  tract. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  charge  in  the  motion  is  thatof  abandoning 
his  entry.  This  charge  is  sustained  by  showing  that  he  has  not  estab- 
lished a  residence  on  the  land  within  six  months  after  making  entry. 
One  material  allegation  of  the  information  and  notice  (that  of  abandon- 
ment) is  sustained  by  the  proof,  and  it  is  a  universal  rule  of  practice 
that  if  one  material  count  in  a  petition  or  complaint  is  sustained  by  the 
evidence,  the  judgment  based  thereon  will  stand. 

There  is  no  force  in  the  argument  of  appellant's  counsel  that  the  no- 
tice is  void  because  not  signed  by  both  the  register  and  receiver,  for 
the  2d  subdivision  of  Practice  Rule  8  provides  that  such  notice  may  be 
signed  by  one  of  them,  and,  besides,  the  defendant  appeared  and  so 
waived  any  irregularity  in  the  issuance  or  service  of  notice. 

There  being  no  error  in  the  proceedings,  and  the  evidence  clearly 
showing  an  entire  lack  of  residence  on  the  land  for  three  years  after 
entry,  your  decision  is  affirmed,  and  the  entry  canceled. 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTBT— RESIDENCE. 

Ruth  MoNiokle. 

Temporary  absences  on  account  of  exceptloDal  circmnstaoces  may  be  excased,  but 
each  abseoces  should  be  the  exception  aad  not  the  rule  govemiug  homestead  resi- 
dence. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  ths  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  November  1,  1890. 

Buth  McNickle,  wliose  maiden  name  was  Euth  Tofflemire,  has  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  April  22, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  her  homestead  entry  No.  22,220,  cash  certificate  No. 
13,272,  embracing  the  8B.J,  Sec.  3,  T.  107  N.,  R.  64  W.,  Mitchell,  Dak- 
Ota. 

She  made  her  said  entry  September  22,  1882,  and  submitted  final 
proof  (commutation)  November  8,  1884,  and  received  her  certificate 
(cash  entry  13,272)  November  28,  1884. 

Your  office,  by  letter  of  November  3, 1888,  rejected  her  said  proof 
because  her  residence  was  not  shown  to  be  satisfactory,  and  suspended 
her  entry  to  allow  her  to  make  new  proof  without  publication. 

February  13,  1889,  she  submitte<i  new  proof,  made  before  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  Jerauld  county,  Dakota.  The  new  proof  dif- 
fered in  no  material  respect  from  that  first  submitted,  except  that  it 
was  accompanied  by  claimant's  affidavit,  excusing  her  lack  of  contin- 
uous residence.  This  proof  was  also  rejected,  and  '*  by  reason  of  the 
bad  faith  shown"  the  original  entry  and  final  certificate  were  held  for 
cancellation,  and  the  claimant  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

The  material  facts  in  relation  to  her  residence  are  correctly  stated  in 
yonrofficedecisiori,andshow  that  her  residence  on  the  claim  con  isted 
of  occasional  visits,  three  or  four  times  a  month,  excepting  in  the  winter 
months,  when  the  weather  was  so  cold  that  she  ^^  could  not  make  the  trip." 
That  during  these  visits  she  resided  in  Huron,  about  thirty  miles  distant 
from  her  claim,  or  in  the  neighborhood,  working  as  a  hired  girl  for  the 
neighbors;  that  in  September,  1884,  she  returned  to  the  claim  and 
^<  resided  there  continuously,  until  after  making  final  proot  November  8," 
of  the  same  year ;  that  on  the  27th  of  that  month  she  was  marrieil  to 
McNickle,  and  has  resided  with  her  husband  in  Winona,  Minnesota,  ever 
since.  Her  excuse  for  not  living  continuously  on  her  claim  is,  that  she 
bad  to  earn  a  living,  and  that  her  lawyer  told  her  that,  if  ^'  I  wanted  to 
make  proof,  the  almost  universal  practice,  and  the  one  tacitly  sanctioned 
by  the  Land  Department,  was  for  parties  without  a  family  to  be  on  the 
claim  once  in  thirty  days." 

This  was  bad  advice,  and  can  not  receive  the  sanction  of  this  Depart- 
ment. While  temporary  absences  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  have  been  and  may  b.^  excused,  such  absences 
must  be  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule  governing  residence  on  home- 
stead claims. 
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This  claimant  made  the  exception  the  rale,  and  immediately  after 
receiving  her  certificate  removed  to  a  town  several  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant, and  has  ever  since  resided  there.  Her  improvements,  thongh 
valued  at  $75,  consist  of  a  house,  eight  by  ten  feet,  and  six  acres  of 
caltivation ;  no  fencing. 

The  case  is  parallel  with  that  of  Sydney  F.  Thompson,  8  L.  D.,  285. 
I  do  not  think  the  proofs  submitted  8how  that  the  claimant  intended  in 
good  faith  to  make  her  home  on  the  land,  and  the  lifetime  of  her  entry 
having  now  expired,  the  same  will  be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST- AMENDMENT  OF  CHARGE. 

DAVT8  V.  BOTT. 

The  amendmeDt  of  an  affidavit  of  contest,  by  adding  thereto  an  additional  charge, 
does  not  preclude  the  contestant  from  showing  a  default  originally  charged. 

Acts  in  compliance  with  law  performed  after  the  initiation  of  contest,  and  induced 
thereby,  will  not  relieve  the  entryman  from  the  effect  of  a  defaolt  existing  at 
date  of  contest. 

First  Agaistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  3, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Clarence  H.  Davis  v.  Valentine  Bott  on 
appeal  by  the  former  from  your  decinion  dismissing  his  contest  against 
the  timber  culture  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  NB.  \  Sec.  10,  T.  108,  E. 
36,  New  171m  series,  Tracy  land  district,  Minnesota. 

On  February  13, 1880,  Bott  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  laud 
and  on  March  13, 1884,  Davis  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  the 
same.  Hearing  was  set  for  May  30, 1884,  at  which  the  parties  appeared 
and  the  contestee  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  because  the  contestant 
had  not  applied  to  enter  the  land,  which  motion  was  sustained  by  the 
local  officers.  From  this  action  contestant  appealed  and  your  office  on 
July  21, 1885,  reversed  said  decision,  whereupon  the  contestee  appealed 
to  this  Department  and  the  matter  coming  on  for  hearing  your  decision 
was  affirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  complaint  was 
returned  with  directions  that  contestant  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  his 
case.  Notice  was  given  the  parties,  and  on  April  11, 1887,  they  ap- 
peared and  contestant  on  said  day  filed  an  amended  affidavit  and  the 
hearing  was  then  had  upon  said  amended  affidavit  and  the  local  officers 
found  in  favor  of  contestee  and  dismissed  the  contest,  from  which  the 
contestant  appealed  and  on  May  1,  1889,  your  office  affirmed  said  de- 
cision, from  which  he  appealed  to  this  Department. 

In  this  case  there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  dispute  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  compliance  with  the  law  at  the  time  the  case  was  heard,  to  wit, 
on  April  11,  1887,  but  it  is  contended  that  the  claimant  has  cured  his 
laches  by  planting  trees  and  cultivating  them  since  the  notice  of  contest 
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was  served  aud  that  he  should  DOt  have  been  allowed  to  show  any  act 
of  compliance  with  the  reqairements  of  the  law  after  service  of  notice  of 
contest  upon  him. 
It  will  be  observed  that  contestant's  original  affidavit  read  thus: — 

Valentine  Bott,  failed  daring  the  year  after  date  of  entry  or  at  any  time  since  to 
plant  in  trees,  tree  seeds  or  cnttings  five  acres  of  said  tract,  and  also  failed  to  cul- 
tivate in  any  manner  such  trees  as  were  planted  on  said  claim  as  by  law  required. 

This  was  filed  March  13, 1884.  On  the  day  of  trial,  April  11, 1887, 
he  amended  his  original  complaint  so  as  to  charge  that: — 

Valentine  Bott,  failed  and  neglected  daring  the  third  and  fourth  year  after  entry 
(or  at  any  time  since  said  entry)  to  plant  or  sow  in  trees,  tree  seeds  or  cuttings,  ten 
acres  of  said  tract  and  that  said  Bott  has  failed  and  neglected  to  cultivate  in  any 
manner  such  trees  tree  seeds,  or  cuttings  as  were  planted  or  sown  on  said  tract. 

This  amendment  cannot  be  considered  an  abandonment  of  the  orig- 
inal charge.  It  incorporates  all  of  the  old  complaint  and  enlarges 
thereon  by  covering  the  time  from  the  filing  of  the  affidavit  of  contest 
up  to  the  day  of  trial.  If  the  contestant  failed  to  prove  a  default  during 
the  time  covered  by  the  amendment,  he  failed  to  that  extent  of  estab* 
lishing  his  charge,  but  that  did  not  preclude  his  showing  under  the 
allegations  of  his  amended  complaint  a  default  during  the  third  year, 
which  was  embraced  in  his  original  complaint,  and  which  existed  prior 
to  the  entryman  curing  his  latches.  The  contestant  is  not  bound  to 
stand  or  fall  by  the  proof  of  all  his  allegations.  Though  he  fail  to  the 
extent  of  being  unable  to  establish  some  one  or  more  of  them,  yet  he 
may  succeed  upon  as  many  causes  of  complaint  as  he  is  able  to  estab- 
lish by  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  and  his  success  in  these  may 
warrant  a  judgment  in  his  favor. 

It  will  not  do  to  hold  that  on  account  of  the  amendment  the  contest- 
ant may  not  still  show  a  default  as  originally  charged.  He  may  still 
fall  back  upon  his  first  cause  of  action  for  it  is  still  embraced  in  his 
complaint.  He  has  waived  nothing  by  expandinghis  charges,  or  adding 
to  his  original  cause  of  action  still  another.  He  is  not  thereby  estopped 
from  showing  that  the  entryman  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  during  the  third  year  after  date  of  entry.  Under  the 
rulings  of  the  Department,  a  default  cannot  be  cured  after  notice  of  con- 
test. 

The  entry  must  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  law,  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  the 
initiation  of  the  contest.     Waldroif  r.  Bottomly,  (10  L.  D.,  i:^). 

The  testimony  shows  that  the  entryman  was  in  default  during  the 
third  and  fourth  years,  that  he  made  an  effort  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  and  had  at  the  date  of  hearing,  April  11,  1887, 
substantially  cured  the  laches  of  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  his  entry, 
but  the  testimony  shows  that  this  condition  was  induced  by  the  contest. 

1  am  of  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  under  the  law  and  departmental 
rulings  the  entry  must  be  canceled.  Your  decision,  is,  therefore,  re- 
versed. 
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MINING  CLAIM— ENTRY-ALIEN  CORPORATION. 

Hook  et  al.  v.  Latham  et  al. 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States  actinj;  ia  the  interest  of  a  foreign  corporation  can  not 
make  a  mineral  entry  for  the  benefit  of  such  corporation. 

Acting  Secretary   Chandler  to   the   Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Office,  November  10,  1890. 

On  October  22, 1875,  Milton  IS.  Latham  made  mineral  application  No. 
239,  for  the  Bacbanan  copper  mine,  lot  37,  Sec.  34,  T.  8  S.,  R.  18  E.,  M. 
D.  M.,  Stockton,  California,  and  on  March  14,  1876,  made  mineral  entry 
No.  123  therefor. 

On  Jane  17,  1888,  B.  F.  Hook  and  D.  Mclntyre  filed  protest  against 
the  issne  of  patent  on  said  entry  and  a  bearing  was  thereapon  ordered. 

After  the  taking  of  certain  depositions  the  case  was  submitted  on 
an  agreed  statement  of  facts.  The  local  officers  concluded  that  the 
application  and  entry  were  made  by  said  Latham  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  London  and  San  Francisco  Bank  (limited),  a  foreign  corporatiouy 
organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  England.  They,  therefore, 
held  tnat  the  entry  had  been  made  in  contravention  of  section  2319, 
Bevised  Statutes. 

Tour  office,  by  letter  of  June  1,  1889,  held  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

Appeal  has  been  taken  by  said  bank  and  Arthur  Scrivener,  trustee. 

It  appears  that  Latham  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  presi- 
dent of  the  branch  office  at  San  Francisco  of  said  London  and  San 
Francisco  Bank,  (limited)  a  corporation  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  England ;  that  on  May  4,  1869,  one  William  T.  Atwood, 
having  the  mere  possessory  title  to  said  mine  executed  to  said  Latham 
his  promissory  note  for  $12000,  secured  by  mortgage  on  said  mine; 
that  said  note  and  mortgage  though  made  and  executed  to  said  La- 
tham individually,  were  in  fact  made  to  him  as  president  of  said  bank 
and  for  the  benefit  of  said  bank ;  that  on  September  1,  1870,  another 
note  for  $5,650.51,  made  by  said  Atwood  and  secured  by  mortgage  on 
said  mine,  was  assigned  to  said  Latham  individually,  but  in  fact  for  the 
benefit  of  said  bank ;  that  subsequently  Latham,  acting  in  bis  own 
name,  but  in  fact  for  the  benefit  of  said  bank,  brought  suit  against  said 
Atwood  to  foreclose  said  mortgages,  and  obtained  judgment  for  $16,- 
385.34 ;  that  under  these  proceedings  said  mine  was,  on  February  7, 
1871,  struck  off  to  said  Latham  as  the  highest  bidder  for  $16,863.40, 
*^  but  no  purchase  money  was  paid  by  Latham  to  the  sheriff  or  at  all, 
but  the  price  for  which  said  mine  was  bid  off  by  him  at  said  sheriff's 
sale  was  in  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  of  foreclosure  aforesaid  and 
was  merely  credited  to  said  judgment  as  if  it  had  been  received  by  said 
sheriff,  though  in  fact  no  money  whatever  had  been  received  by  him, 
the  purchase  having  been  made  by  said  Latham  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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bauk,  in  parsaance  of  his  said  trust  as  aforesaid ; "  that  oo  November 
30, 1877,  Latham,  being  aboat  to  retire  from  the  bank,  transferred  said 
mine  by  deed  to  said  Arthur  Scrivener  as  trustee  for  said  bank,  and  no 
consideration  passed  to  said  Latham  therefor;  that  the  expenses  of  said 
mineral  application  and  entry  and  other  expenses  were  paid  by  said 
bank. 

This  recital  puts  it  beyond  question  that  said  entry  was  made  by 
Latham  in  the  interest  of  said  foreign  corporation  and  for  its  benefit. 
In  the  case  of  Oapricom  Placer  (10  L.  D.,  641),  it  was  held  that  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  acting  as  the  trustee  of  an  alien  corporation, 
can  not  make  a  mineral  entry  for  the  benefit  of  such  corporation.  In 
accordance  with  that  ruling  this  entry  must  be  canceled.  The  facts  re- 
lating to  the  mortgages  and  their  foreclosure  are  irrelevant  to  this  issue. 
The  legal  title  remains  in  the  United  States  and  patent  can  issue  only 
upon  an  entry  made  in  accordance  with  law.  No  such  entry  has  been 
made.  The  proceedings  on  foreclosure  gave  to  the  bank  only  such  in- 
terest as  the  mortgagor  had.  If  that  interest  has  failed,  it  shows  only 
that  the  bank  has  taken  insufficient  security. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTXTBE  CONTEST— DEVOID  OF  TIMBER-PRACTICE. 

Cbottingbr  V.  Lowe. 

A  timber  oaltare  entry  made  in  good  faith  of  land  not  utrioMy  devoid  of  timber,  will 
not  be  disturbed  where  it  is  allowed  in  accordance  with  the  departmental  con- 
struction of  the  statute  then  in  force. 

Concurring  decisions  of  the  local  and  general  laud  offices  are  generally  accepted  by 
the  Department  as  conclusive  on  questions  of  fact,  but  the  rule  does  not  extend 
to  questions  involving  an  interpretation  of  the  law. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  10,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  cli8e  of  Albert  O.  Crottinger  v.  Isaiah  A.  Lowe 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  yonr  decision  of  February  20,  1889,  can- 
celling his  timber  culture  entry  for  the  NW.^  of  Sec.  10,  T.  18  S.,  B. 
17  W.,  Wa-Eeeney,  Kansas  land  district. 

Lowe  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  land  December  10, 1883,  and 
Crottinger  filed  affidavit  of  contest  December  9,  1885,  alleging  that 
there  were  twenty -four  hundred  trees  aggregating  ten  inches  in  diameter 
growing  on  said  land ;  further  that  the  entryman  had  failed  to  plow  or 
break  five  acres  of  said  land  during  the  first  year  of  said  entry. 

Notice  of  said  contest  was  duly  issued,  setting  the  hearing  for  Jan- 
uary 23, 1886.  On  that  day,  upon  motion  of  the  contestant,  the  canse 
was  continued  to  March  23, 1886,  and  an  amended  affidavit  filed  and 
service  of  notice  duly  matie,  hearing  being  set  for  May  21, 1886.  Said 
amended  affidavit  repeated  the  averment  that  the  land  contained  a 
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nataral  growth  of  timber,  omitted  tlie  averment  that  there  was  a  want 
of  lireakiag  and  cultivation,  bat  contained  an  averment  charging  the 
entrymen  with  fraadnleutly  malting  said  entry  for  one  Shelby  Wilaon. 

Testimony  was  taken  on  the  last  named  day  and  the  local  officers 
held  from  the  evidence  that  the  laud  was  timber  and  the  entry  illegal, 
and  decided  to  hold  the  entry  for  cancellation.  From  this  decision 
Lowe  appealed,  and  npon  Febrnary  20,  1839,  yonr  office  affirmed  said 
judgment  and  held  said  entry  for  cancellation,  from  which  he  again 
appealed. 

There  was  no  testimony  taken  on  the  charge  of  failure  of  breaking  or 
cnltivation  nor  upon  the  complaint  that  the  entry  was  fraudnlently 
made  for  Wilson,  so  that  the  only  matter  for  consideration  is  the  ques- 
tion of  wheiiher  the  natural  growth  of  timber  on  the  land  excluded  it 
from  the  operation  of  the  timber  culture  act. 

The  testimony  shows  that  there  is  a  small  stream  flowing  through 
this  tract,  just  what  part  does  not  appear,  nor  is  the  trend  of  the  stream 
given.  Its  banks  are  from  six  or  eight  to  thirty  feet  high,  sloping  with 
more  or  less  abruptness.  Along  the  slope  thereof  grow  water-elm, 
Cottonwood,  some  ash  and  box-elder  trees,  probably  (averaging  the 
statements)  seventy-five  over  ten  'inches  in  diameter,  a  few  which  are 
twelve  to  fifteen  inches,  several  hundred  are  over  two  and  under  ten 
inches.  These  are  low,  gnarled,  twisted  and  scrubby,  unfit  for  lumber 
for  building  purposes,  and  of  little  use  for  anything  except  fire- wood. 
There  are  no  trees  on  the  tillable  land  except  those  which  were  planted 
by  a  former  entry  man.  The  tenant  of  Lowe  says  he  planted  or  *'set 
out"  about  1,200  Cottonwood  and  elms  along  the  creek  bank.  This 
entire  scrip  of  timber  is  estimated  to  contain  about  three  and  one  half 
acres. 

In  the  case  of  Blenkuer  i\  Sloggy  (2  L.  D.,  267),  the  trees,  some  six 
hundred  ash, oak,  elm  and  underbrush,  were  scattered  over  five  to  eight 
acres,  and  the  entry  was  allowed. 

in  the  case  of  Bartch  r.  Kennedy  (3  L.  D.,  437),  it  was  found  that — 

On  the  banks  of  the  Knife  river,  which  passes  throagh  the  western  half  of  Sec.  18, 
there  are  from  five  to  six  acres  of  trees  of  different  kinds  ....  and  located 
mostly  on  the  river  bank,  where  the  land  is  subject  to  overflow,  etc. 

In  this  case  it  was  held  that  the  testimony  failed  to  show  such  a 
natural  growth  of  timber  as  would  make  a  timber  culture  entry  illegal. 

In  the  case  of  James  Spencer  (6  L.  D.,  217),  decided  October  11, 1887, 
the  law  was  fully  discussed  and  the  liberality  of  the  Department  con- 
sidered and  it  is  there  held: 

The  former  rnlings  on  this  subject  will  not  be  allowed  to  prevail  longer.  Timber 
culture  entries  made  after  the  date  of  this  decision  must  be  made  of  land  .  .  .  . 
de  void  of  timber — 

but  this  judgment  is  not  retroactive.  In  the  case  at  bar  the  entry 
was  m-rtde  in  1883,  when  the  decisions  of  the  department  recognized 
such  tracts  as  subject  to  entry  under  the  timber-culture  act. 
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Friuges  of  timber  along  the  banks  of  streams  may  be  found  in  many 
places  where  all  the  tillable  land  is  barren  of  trees,  and  will  so  remain 
antil  caltivation  and  protection  produces  them. 

This  case  comes  under  the  liberal  rulings  of  the  Department  prior  to 
October  11,  1887.  The  fact  that  this  contest  was  initiated  so  soon 
after  the  entry  was  made,  and  as  there  is  no  evidence  reflecting  upon 
the  entryman's  good  faith  in  the  matter  of  '^  breaking"  or  cultivating, 
and  no  testimony  tending  to  show  fraud,  I  feel  disinclined  to  cancel  it. 
I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  rule  that  on  questions  of  fact  the  concurring 
decisions  of  the  local  and  General  Land  Office  are  generally  accepted  as 
conclusive,  but  this  case  does  not  come  within  that  principle,  for  as  a 
matter  of  law,  under  the  interpretation  placed  upon  said  act  by  this 
department  when  this  entry  was  made,  it  should  be  upheld. 

Having  considered  the  case  fully,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  contest 
should  be  dismissed  and  the  entry  allowed  to  stand,  subject  to  com- 
pliance with  the  law,  and  the  entryman  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time 
within  which  to  comply  therewith  by  growing  and  cultivating  trees 
upon  tillable  land  of  said  tract,  and  if  he  fails  in  this  regard,  his  entry 
should  be  canceled. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— INDEMNITY— ORDER  OF  MAY  88,  1888. 

Northern  Pao.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  John  O.  Miller. 

(On  Review.) 

Indemnity  can  only  be  selected  in  lion  of  a  section,  or  part  of  a  section,  lost  in  place, 
and  the  basis  for  sach  selection  must  be  speoidcally  designated,  and  shown  to  be 
excepted  from  the  grant  before  indemnity  can  bo  allowed;  and  the  rights  of  set- 
tlers can  only  be  ascertained  and  protected  by  the  enforcement  of  this  rule. 

The  departmental  order  of  May  28,  1863,  did  not  contemplate  the  selection  of  lands 
subject  to  settlement  without  designating  the  basis  therefor,  bnt  was  applicable 
only  to  such  lands  as  were  protected  by  withdrawal. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

November  13,  1890. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  has  filed  a  motion  for  re- 
view of  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  July  1,  1890,  (11  L.  D.,  1) 
aflBrming  the  decision  of  your  office  of  September  16, 1885,  rejecting  the 
selection  of  said  company  of  the  SE.  J  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  NE.  J  of 
the  SE.  i,  Sec.  19,  T.  131  N.,  R.  40  W.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota. 

The  land  in  controversy  is  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railroad  Company,  which  was  definitely 
located  opposite  the  tract  in  question  December  20,  1871,  and  is  also 
within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
and  was  embraced  in  a  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  this  company, 
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which  was  received  at  the  local  office  January  6,  L872.  At  both  of  said 
dates  the  land  was  covered  by  the  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
of  Jens  Anderson,  which  excepted  it  from  the  grant  to  the  first  named 
company,  and  also  from  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Company. 

On  January  30, 1884,  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  applied  to  select 
this  lau'l,  but  no  specific  tract  was  designated  as  a  loss  for  which  the 
indemnity  was  claimed.  The  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  of- 
fice, and  the  company  appealed. 

On  April  8, 1884,  John  O.  Miller  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of 
th(*  tract. 

The  selection  of  the  company  was  rejected  by  the  Department  in  the 
decision  now  sought  to  be  reviewed,  upon  the  ground  that  the  right  to 
select  a  particular  tract  as  indemnity  can  not  be  recognized,  if  the  loss 
for  which  the  indemnity  is  claimed  is  not  specifically  designated. 

The  company  asks  for  a  review  of  this  decision  upon  the  following 
grounds : 

1st.  That  said  appUcattoa  to  select  was  tiled  January  39,  1884,  and  was  made  uuder 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it  being  in. accordance  with  his  instrao- 
tions  May  28,  1883  (copy  enclosed),  directly  applicable  to  this  company's  grant. 

2ttd.  That  upon  the  issue  of  the  circular  of  yoar  Department  of  August  4,  1883  (4 
L.  D.,  90),  this  company  endeavored  to  comply  therewith,  and  has  designated  the 
lands  lost  *  in  place,'  and  for  which  indemnity  selections  had  been  made,  and  sup- 
posed it  had  made  such  designation  for  all  lands  selected,  and  that  it  is  only  an  over- 
sight that  no  land  was  designated  for  the  tract  here  in  dispute. 

3rd.  That  your  said  circular  of  August  4,  18S5,  does  not  declare  selections  of  indem- 
nity lands  unaccompanied  by  designation  of  lost  lands,  illegal,  but  only  directs  that 
no  new  selections  shall  be  admitted  until  the  losses  for  those  already  made  shall  be 
specified. 

4th.  That  the  company  not  having  been  originally  in  default,  but  being  clearly 
within  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary,  its  selection  or  application  to  select  is  not 
illegal,  and  should  not  be  canceled,  but  that  the  company  should  be  permitted  to 
designate  a  loss  therefor. 

Conceding,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  this  selection  was  made  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  May  28, 1883,  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  affect  the  rights  of  Miller,  which  must  be  determined  by  the  act 
making  the  grant.  Indemnity  can  only  be  selected  in  lieu  of  some  sec- 
tion or  part  of  section  lost  in  place,  and  the  basis  for  such  selection  must 
be  specifically  designated  and  shown  to  be  excepted  from  the  grant  be- 
fore the  right  to  indemnity  can  be  exercised.  While,  as  between  the 
government  and  the  company,  the  .practit^al  effect  would  be  the  same, 
where  indemnity  was  allowed  in  bulk  for  an  equivalent  quantity  of  land 
lost  in  place,  as  where  indemnity  was  allowed  tract  for  tract,  yet  the 
individual  rights  of  the  settler  can  only  be  ascertained  and  protected 
by  the  latter  mode. 

Where  lands  are  settled  upon  which  have  been  selected  by  the  com. 
pany  in  lieu  of  an  equivalent  quantity  of  lands,  without  designating  the 
particular  basis  for  each  tract,  and  part  of  the  basis  should  from  any 
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cause  be  disallowedt  it  would  be  impossible  to  determiue  which  of  the 
selections  should  be  rejected  and  which  retained.  The  rights  of  the  set- 
tier  in  cases  where  the  lands  wore  subject  to  settlement  at  date  of  the 
company's  selection  would  be  materially  affected  by  any  rule  that  did 
not  require  the  selection  to  be  made  tract  for  tract  and  the  basis  spe- 
cifically designated,  so  that  his  rights  as  against  the  company  might  be 
definitely  determined. 

But4;he  selection  in  this  instance  is  not  in  my  opinion  protected  by 
the  order  of  May  28, 1883,  as  that  order  did  not  contemplate  the  selec- 
tion of  lands  sut>ject  to  settlement  by  merely  listing  the  lauds,  with- 
out designating  the  basis,  but  was  intended  to  be  applicable  only 
to  such  lands  as  were  protected  by  the  withdrawal.  The  purpose  of 
the  order  is  expressed  in  the  first  priragraph,  to  wit:  <<  to  open  for  set- 
tlement as  speedily  as  possible  all  the  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits 
of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Company,  not  actually  required  to 
supply  the  lands  lost  in  place  within  the  granted  limits. " 

Now,  as  lands  not  subject  to  the  withdrawal  were  already  opened  to 
settlement  at  date  of  said  order,  it  could  not  have  been  intended  that 
such  lands  should  be  simply  listed  as  selections,  without  designating 
the  specific  basis,  because  no  purpose  could  be  accomplished  by  such 
listing,  and  such  selection  could  not  have  accomplished  the  purpose  of 
the  order  or  facilitated  the  restoration  to  settlement  of  lands  within  the 
indemnity  limits,  for  the  simple  reason  that  such  lands  had  already  been 
restored. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  va- 
lidity of  the  selection  is  subject  to  attack  by  the  settler,  and  that  it  is 
not  protected  by  the  order  of  May  28,  1883. 

The  motion  is  denied. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-CONPL.ICTING  EXTRY-CERTIORARI. 

Forney  t?.  Union  Pacific  Ry.  Go. 

Theerroueous  allowanoe  of  an  entry  for  land  included  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad 
grant  cannot  divest  the  right  of  the  company  under  its  grant. 

The  writ  of  certiorari  will  be  denied  if,  from  the  application  therefor,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  applicant's  appeal  if  before  the  Department  would  be  dismissed. 

Acting   Secretary    Chandler  to  the  GommiH^ioner  of  ths  General  Land 

Office^  November  13,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  transmitting  an  appli- 
cation for  certiorari  by  Wm.  G.  Forney  in  the  case  of  said  Forney  v. 
Union  Pacific  railway  company,  involving  the  E.  J  NB.  J  SW.  J,  NE.  J, 
and  SE.  J  NW.  J,  Sec.  5,  T.  17  N.,  R.  84  VV.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

It  appears  that  in  1886  Fprney  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  for 
said  tract  and  that  the  local  officers,  being  in  donbt  as  to  whether  the 
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tract  was  within  the  withdrawal  for  said  company,  forwarded  the  ap- 
plication to  yoar  office  for  instructions.  «Yoar  office  by  letter  of  April 
7y  1886,  advised  the  local  office  that  the  official  diagram  showed  the 
tract  to  be  oatside  of  the  withdrawal.  The  entry  was,  accordingly,  al. 
lowed.    Claimant  alleged  settlement  in  1880. 

By  letter  of  April  4, 1889,  your  office  directed  the  cancellation  of  the 
entry  for  conflict  with  the  railroad  grant.  Notwithstanding  this  direc- 
tion the  local  officers,  apparently  acting  on  the  former  instructions, 
allowed  the  entryman  to  make  final  proof,  and  issued  certificate. 

In  February,  1890,  the  local  officers  called  attention  to  the  conflict  in 
the  instructions,  and  your  office  thereupon,  on  February  10,  1890,  re- 
quested the  company  to  relinquish  its  claim  in  favor  of  Forney.  The 
company  responded  that  the  tract  had  been  sold  to  a  third  party,  and 
suggested  that  Forney  might  be  able  to  reach  a  satisfactory  agreement 
with  the  purchaser. 

On  March  8, 1890,  your  office  directed  the  local  officers  to  notify  For- 
ney of  the  result  of  the  correspondence,  and  that  pending  his  action  in 
the  matter  the  order  of  cancellation  would  be  suspended. 

Forney  was  notified,  but  failed  to  reach  an  agreement  with  the  pur- 
chaser. On  June  30, 1890,  more  than  ninety  days  having  elapsed,  your 
office  canceled  the  entry. 

By  letter  of  September  1, 1890,  the  local  officers  forwarded  the  appeal 
of  Forney.  On  September  26, 1890,  your  office  dismissed  the  appeal 
for  the  reason  that  Forney  had  never  appealed  from  the  order  of  can- 
cellation of  April  4, 1889,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  be  had  not 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  negotiating  with  the  purchaser  of 
the  tract. 

Forney  then  flled  the  present  application. 

The  diagram  on  file  in  your  office  shows  this  tract  to  be  within  the 
limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  said  company,  made  on  the  filing  of  the 
map  of  definite  location  on  January  6, 1868.  Forney  does  not  allege 
any  right  prior  to  1880,  nor  does  he  allege  that  the  tract  was  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal,  by  any  other  claim.  The  record 
therefore  shows  the  right  of  the  company  was  superior.  The  erroneous 
allowance  of  the  entry  by  yonr  office  cannot  divest  the  right  of  the 
company  under  the  statute. 

Passing  other  questions,  the  case  here  presented  is  fully  met  by  the 
rulings  of  the  Department  that  the  writ  of  certiorari  will  be  denied  if, 
from  the  application  therefor,  it  is  apparent  that  the  applicant's  appeal 
if  before  the  Department,  would  be  dismissed.  A.  B.  Cook  (11  L.  D., 
78) ;  Rudolph  Wurlitzer  (0  L.  D.,  315). 

On  the  authority  of  these  cases  the  application  is  denied. 


432  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  ACTT—PROOF  OF  ORGANIZATION. 

Montana  and  Wyoming  Eastern  E.  R.  Co. 

An  application  for  the  benefit  of  the  right  of  way  act  can  not  be  approved  in  the 
absence  of  doe  proof  showing  the  organization  of  the  company  under  its  Incorpo- 
ratiou. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Slater^  November 

15, 1890. 

Your  letter  of  yesterday  enclosing  a  certified  copy  of  the  articles  of 
incorporation  of  the  Montana  and  Wyoming  Eastern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  law  of  Montana  relating  to 
the  incorporation  of  railroad  companies,  and  under  which  the  company 
named  was  incorporated,  has  been  received. 

The  papers  have  been  examined  and  are  found  to  be  in  proper  form 
so  far  as  they  have  been  supplied  by  the  company.  It  is  observed,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  yet  lacking  certain  of  the  required  due  proofs  of 
organization,  which  must  be  supplied  before  the  papers  are  acceptable 
to  the  Department,  viz : 

First ;  The  copy  of  articles  is  not  certified  to  by  the  proper  officer  of 
the  company  under  its  corporate  seal ; 

Second ;  The  official  statement,  under  seal,  by  the  proper  officer  that 
the  organization  has  been  completed ;  that  the  company  is  fully  author- 
ized to  proceed,  etc.,  etc.,  and 

*  Third ;  A  true  list,  under  oath,  signed  by  the  president,  under  seal 
of  the  company,  showing  the  names  and  designation  of  officers. 

Explanatory  of  the  failure  of  the  company  to  supply  the  omissions 
noted  above,  there  are  with  the  papers  two  affidavits  made  by  Mr.  D. 
S.  Wade,  to  the  effect  that  the  company  is  a  body  corporate,  that  all 
necessary  steps  are  being  taken  to  perfect  its  organization,  that  the  or- 
ganization has  been  completed  a«  fas  as  possible  under  the  Montana 
law  and  further  that  it  is  intended  to  at  once  consummate  the  organi- 
zation. 

It  is  understood  from  these  affidavits  that  at  the  present  time  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company,  under  its  charter,  has  not  been  completed, 
but  that  all  has  been  doue  that  can  be,  to  that  end,  till  stock  subscrip- 
tion books  have  been  opened  after  thirty  days  notice,  and  thereafter  a 
meeting  of  stockholders  has  been  held  after  another  thirty  days  notice, 
which  acts  are  required  by  law. 

The  right  of  way  act  provides,  in  its  first  section,  that  its  benefit  can 
be  secured  by 

any  railroad  company  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  ex- 
cept the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
have  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  copy  of  its  articles  of  inoorporatioDi 
and  due  proofs  of  organization  under  the  same,  etc.  (16  Stat.,  482). 
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As  evidenced  by  the  affidavits  filed,  the  coinpany  is  not  yet  organ- 
ized under  its  incorporation,  and  its  good  intention  to  so  organize  can- 
not be  accepted  for  the  pnrpose  of  giving  the  company  the  standing  of 
a  beneficiary  under  the  right  of  way  act,  in  place  of  the  plain  require- 
ments of  both  the  law  and  the  regulations  thereunder.  The  intent  of 
the  company  to  supply  the  defects  in  the  future  does  not  warrant  the 
Department  in  accepting  incomplete  papers. 

That  portion  of  the  law  and  regulations  in  regard  to  due  proofs  of  or- 
ganization was  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  Department,  particu- 
lary  as  an  evidence  of  bona  fides  on  the  part  of  railroad  companies,  and 
in  no  instance  have  the  requirements  in  this  regard  been  deviated  from 
with  respect  to  companies  organized  under  the  Montana  law  or  under 
those  of  any  other  State  or  Territory.  Exception  cannot  now  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Montana  and  Wyoming  Eastern  Eailroad  Company,  as 
such  action  would  not  be  just  to  companies  heretofore  accepted  as  bene- 
ficiaries under  the  right  of  way  act,  and  might  be  used  as  a  precedent 
by  companies  applying  for  future  recognition. 

The  papers  are  therefore  returned  herewith^  On  being  re-submitted 
in  the  required  and  complete  form  they  will  be  duly  considered. 


PRACTICE— NOTICE— SERVICE  BY  PUBLICATION. 

BUGBEE  P.  OOSBY. 

Notice  by  publicattOD,  defective  for  want  of  copy  by  registered  letter,  is  not  made 
good  by  sabseqaently  mailing  each  notice,  witboat  new  posting  and  pablication. 

First  Assista7it  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  September  11,  1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  Henry  Bugbee  from  your  pfQce  decision  of  Feb- 
ruary 23, 1888,  dismissing  the  proceedings  upon  his  contest  against  the 
homestead  entry  of  Hiram  H.  Cosby  made  ovember  16, 1882,  for  the 
SW.  4,  Sec.  7,  T.  100  K,  R.  65  W.,  Yankton,  Dakota,  and  remanding 
the  case  ^'  for  rehearing  after  due  and  proper  notice." 

Notice  of  hearing  on  said  contest  to  be  had  at  the  local  office  Febru- 
ary 9,  1887,  was  made  by  publication  and  a  copy  thereof  was  posted  in 
the  local  office  and  on  the  land. 

On  tbe  day  fixed  for  hearing,  Bugbee  filed  an  affidavit  setting  forth 
that  his  attorney  had  failed  to  send  said  notice  to  Cosby  by  registered 
mail  and  asking  a  continuance  '^  to  enable  him  to  give  said  notice 
legally.** 

Thereupon  March  29,  1887,  (at  the  local  office)  was  duly  designated 
a.s  the  date  of  hearing  and  on  the  same  day  (February  9, 1887)  notice 
thereof  was  sent  to  Cosby  by  registered  mail,  but  such  notice  was  neither 
published  nor  posted. 

Bugbee  appeared  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  last  mentioned  and  sub- 
mitted testimony  and  Cosby  made  default. 
2497— VOL  11 ^28 
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The  local  oflQce  recomiDended  the  cancellatiou  of  the  entry  in  qaes- 
tion.  By  the  decision  appealed  from  yoar  office  foand  that  as  '^  no  alia» 
notice  was  issued"  the  local  office  erred  in  allowing  the  contestant  ta 
proceed  on  the  original "  notice. 

Bagbee's  first  notice  of  contest  was  irregalar  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  not  sent  by  registered  mail.  Rule  14  of  practice.  Watson  v. 
Morgan  et  ah  (9  L.  D.,  75).  This  being  so  the  pnblication  and  posting 
of  his  second  notice  were  essential  to  its  legality. 

I  must  therefore  find  that  no  legal  notice  has  been  issued  upon  '^wg- 
bee's  contest  and  that  the  local  officers  were  consequently  without  juris- 
diction in  the  premises.     Watson  v,  Morgan  et  aL^  supra. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


CIRCULAR— SETTLERS  ON  RAILROAD  LANDS. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  1,  1890. 
Begistbrs  and  Eeceiyers, 

United  States  Land  Offices, 
Sirs: 

Your  attention  is  called  to  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  ^  an  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  railroad  lauds,^ 
approved  June  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,''' 
approved  August  29, 1890,  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America 
in  Congress  aasembledf  That  the  privileges  granted  by  the  aforesaid  act  approved  June 
tweDty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-foar,  are  hereby  extended  (subject  to  tb& 
provisos,  limitations,  and  restrictions  thereof )  to  all  persons  entitled  to  the  right  of 
homestead  or  pre-emption  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  who  have  resided  apon 
and  improved  for  five  years  lands  granted  to  any  railroad  company,  but  whose  entries- 
or  filings  have  not  for  any  cause  been  admitted  to  record. 

It  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  this  bill  to  enlarge  the  class  of  cases 
in  which  relinquishment  by  the  company  will  be  permissible  under  the 
act  of  June  22,  1874  (18  Stat.,  194),  by  removing  the  requirement  that 
an  entry  or  filing  should  have  been  allowed,  thus  aiding  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims  growing  out  of  settlements  made  upon  railroad  lands 
subsequent  to  the  attachment  of  the  rights  of  the  companies  under  the 
grants. 

Upon  the  filing  of  a  relinquishment  under  this  act,  it  being  shown 
that  the*  person  in  whose  favor  it  is  made  is  entitled  to  the  right  of 
homestead  or  pre-emption,  and  has  resided  upon  and  improved  the 
land  for  a  period  of  five  years,  you  will  permit  entry  to  be  made  as  in 
the  case  of  other  public  lands,  it  being  held  by  this  Department  that  a 
relinquishment  under  the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  releases  the  land  from 
all  claim  of  the  company,  and  it  thereby  becomes  subject  to  disposal 
under  the  general  land  laws  (6  L.  D.,  716;  7  L.  D.,  481). 
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Lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  a  grant  do  not  afford  a  basis 
for  relinqnishment  and  selection  under  this  act  (10  L.  1).,  50 ;  Ibid,,  609), 
and  Your  acceptance  of  a  relinquishment  does  not  amount  to  an  ap- 
proval of  the  selection  based  thereon  (8  L.  D.,  472),  as  a  relinquishment 
confers  no  right  upon  the  company,  if  the  land  covered  thereby  was,  in 
fact,  excepted  from  the  grant  (10  L.  D.,  264). 

The  relinquishment  maybe  made  by  a  simple  waiver  of  claim  when 
the  land  has  not  been  certified  or  patented  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company ;  but,  when  title  has  passed,  formal  reconveyance  will  be 
required. 

This  act  is  not  mandatory  upon  the  companies,  and  confers  no  right 
upon  the  settler  as  against  the  company  in  the  absence  of  a  relin- 
quishment. 

It  simply  provides  a  mode  of  adjustment  dependent  upon  the  vol- 
untary action  of  the  companies,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by  a  liberal  and 
mutual  spirit  of  compromise  and  concession,  the  benefits  intended  for 
the  settler  may  be  made  available. 

Respectfullv, 

W.  M.  STONE, 
Approved :  Acting  Commissioner, 

Geo.  Chandler, 

Acting  Secretary* 


CIRCULAR— SETTLERS  ON  NORTHERN  PACIFIC  IKDEMNITX  LANDS. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  7, 1890. 
Registers  and  Receivers, 

United  States  Land  Offices, 
Gentlemen : 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  indemnity 
lauds,"  approved  October  1, 1890,  copy  of  which  is  attached,  containing 
two  sections. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  the  right  is  given  to  those  persons  who, 
after  August  15, 1887,  and  before  January  1, 1889,  settled  upon,  improved, 
and  made  final  proof  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws,  for 
lands  within  what  is  known  as  the  second  indemnity  belt  of  the  grant 
for  the  Northern  Pacific  liailroad,  to  transfer  their  entries  to  any  other 
vacant  government  land  they  may  select,  in  compact  form,  and  subject 
to  entry  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws,  and  to  receive  final 
certificates  and  receipts  therefor,  in  lieu  of  the  entries  heretofore  made 
in  said  second  indemnity  belt,  provided  the  transfer  be  made  within 
twelve  months  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  so  entitled,  the  transfer  may  be 
made  by  his  legal  representative. 
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The  right  given  is  personal  and  can  not  be  tr9>n8ferred,  nor  can  the 
transfer  provided  for  in  the  act  be  made  through  the  intervention  of  an 
agent  or  attorney ;  further,  no  transfer  will  be  approved  by  the  land 
department,  except  where  the  proof  made  upon  the  original  entry  shows 
a  satisfactory  compliance  with  law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  im- 
provement. 

When  application  is  made  to  make  such  transfer  to  lanis  in  your 
district,  you  will  require  the  applicant  to  make  affidavit  as  to  the  facts 
in  relation  to  his  former  entry,  and  -whether  he  has  received  the  return 
of  the  fees  and  commissions,  or  purchase  money,  paid  upon  said  entry ; 
and  in  the  event  that  he  has  received  such  return,  you  will  require  that 
he  make  payment  anew  for  the  land  to  which  the  transfer  is  made. 

The  second  section  ])rovides  for  a  similar  transfer  within  one  year 
from  the  passage  of  the  act  where  persons,  possessing  the  requisite 
qualifications  under  the  homestead  or  pre  emption  laws,  in  good  faith 
have  settled  upon  and  improved  lauds  in  said  second  indemnity  belt, 
having  made  filing  or  entry  of  the  same,  and  for  any  reason  otherwise 
than  voluntary  abandonment,  failed  to  made  proof  thereon.  The  entry 
or  filing  mnst  have  been  allowed  within  the  time  specified  in  section  one. 

In  making  proof  upon  the  tract  to  which  the  transfer  is  made,  credit 
will  be  given  for  the  period  of  bona  fide  residence  and  amount  of  im- 
provements made  upon  the  tract  heretofore  entered  or  filed  for  in  said 
second  indemnity  belt ;  but  final  entry  will  not  be  permitted  except 
upon  proof  of  continuous  residence  upon  the  land  to  which  the  transfer 
is  made  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  months  prior  to  the  making 
of  proof. 

When  application  is  made  for  transfer  under  this  section,  you  will 
require  that  the  party  make  affidavit  as  to  the  facts  relative  to  the 
former  entry  or  filing,  and  wherd  the  fees  and  commissions  paid  thereon 
have  been  returned,  it  will  be  necessary  that  he  make  payment  anew 
before  the  allowance  of  the  transfer. 

Said  affidavit  must  be  corroborated  by  at  least  two  witnesses  having 
knowledge  in  relation  to  the  party's  residence  and  improvement  upon 
the  land  from  which  the  transfer  is  sought,  and  should  satisfactorily 
show  a.  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law  to  the  extent  claimed, 
as  the  same  will  necessarily  form  a  part  of  the  final  proof  for  the  land 
to  which  the  transfer  is  made. 

The  corroborating  affidavits  may  be  made  before  any  officer  author- 
ized to  administer  oaths. 

Final  payment  upon  entries  and  filings  transferred  under  this  section 
will  be  made  as  under  existing  laws. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Gboff, 

Approved :  Commissioner. 

Geo.  Chandler, 
Acting  Secretary, 
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[Public— No.  344.] 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  Northei'n  Paolflo  Railroad  indemnity  lands. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  those  persons  who,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  pur  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  in  tlie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  settled  npon,  improved,  and 
made  final  proof  on  lands  in  the  so-called  second  indemnity  belt  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company's  grant  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laM's  of  the 
United  States,  or  their  heirs,  may  transfer  their  said  entries  from  said  tracts  to  snch 
other  vacant  surveyed  government  land  in  compact  form  and  in  legal  subdivisions, 
subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws,  as  they  may  select,  and 
receive  final  certificates  and  receipts  therefor,  in  lieu  of  the  tracts  proved  up  on  in 
said  belt  by  the  respective  claimants :  Provided^  That  such  transfer  of  entry  shall  be 
made  and  completed  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  be  so  made  in  person  by  the  claimant,  or  in  case  of  death  by  his  legal  represent- 
ative, and  without  the  intervention  of  agent  or  attorney. 

Skc.  2.  That  all  persons  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications  under  the  pre- 
emption or  homestead  laws,  who  in  good  faith  settled  upon  and  improved  land  in 
said  second  indemnity  belt,  having  made  filing  or  entry  of  the  same,  and  for  any 
reason,  other  than  voluntary  abandonment,  failed  to  make  proof  thereon,  may,  in 
lien  thereof  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  this  act  transfer  their  claims  to  any 
vacant  surveyed  government  land  subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  or  pre- 
emption laws,  and  make  proof  therefor  as  in  other  cases  provided ;  and  in  making 
snch  proof  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  period  of  their  bona  fideresideoce  and  amount 
of  their  improvements  npon  their  respective  claims  in  the  said  indemnity  belt,  the 
same  as  if  made  npon  the  tract  to  which  the  transfer  is  made :  Provided,  That  no 
final  entry  shall  be  permitted,  except  upon  proof  of  continuous  residence  upon  the 
land,  the  subject  of  snch  new  entr}',  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  months  prior 
thereto.  Payment  for  said  final  selection  shall  be  made  as  under  existing  laws.  The 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  carried  into  effect  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Approved  October  1, 1890. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— PROCEEDINGS  ON  FINAL  PROOF. 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Oo.  v.  Oonnifp. 

In  proceedings  under  the  protest  of  a  railroad  company  against  the  final  proof  of  a 
settler,  the  qualifications  of  such  settler  at  date  of  settlement  will  be  presumed 
on  appeal,  in  the  absence  of  any  allegation  to  the  contrary  in  the  protest. 

Where  ihe  company  in  such  a  case  does  not  in  its  protest  raise  any  question  as  to  the 
settler's  citizenship  at  date  of  settlement  it  will  not  be  heard  to  do  so  on  appeal. 

The  existence  of  a  valid  settlement  claim  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the 
operation  of  a  subsequent  withdrawal. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Comjnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

November  13,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroa:!  Com- 
pany V.  Michael  Gonniff,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  said  company 
from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  September  27, 1888,  holding  for 
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canoellation  its  selection  of  the  S  W  J  of  Sec.  25,  T.  4  N.,  R,  21  W.,  San 
Bernardino  meridian,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

The  land  in  question  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  of 
March  3,  1871  (16  Stats.,  573-579),  the  withdrawal  of  which  became 
effective  on  Maj'  10,  1871. 

On  July  20, 1883,  Gonniff  tiled  pre-emption  declarator^'  statement  No. 
2440  for  the  S  W  J  of  Sec.  25,  T.  4  N.,  E.  21  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

On  October  3,  1887,  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  selected 
all  of  said  section  in  lieu  of  Sec.  19,  T.  2  N.,  R.  15  W,,  which  was  within 
the  primary  limits  of  said  grant. 

On  August  15,  1887,  said  order  of  withdrawal  was  revoked,  and  on 
October  7,  same  year,  the  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  were  re- 
stored to  entry. 

Conniff  alleges  that  he  first  made  proof  in  support  of  his  claim  in 
January,  1885,  at  which  time  the  company  appeared  and  tiled  its  pro- 
test. Said  proof  having  been  lost,  new  proof  was  required  and  made. 
The  company  filed  its  protest  against  the  allowance  of  said  proof,  alleg- 
ing seven  specific  grounds  of  objection,  which  may  be  condensed  as 
follows:  (1)  that  said  land  was  within  the  limits  of  said  withdrawal, 
and  that  said  order  of  revocation  was  and  is  null  and  void ;  (2)  that 
said  company  made  said  selection  as  aforesaid,  '^  and  the  title  thereto 
is  in  the.  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company;"  (3)  that  said  company 
^^  will  be  obliged  to  contest  the  said  applif^ation  of  Michael  Conniff' 
through  the  various  departments  of  the  Land  Department  of  the  United 
States,  and,  if  defeated  therein,  will  be  forced  to  prosecute  its  claims 
for  said  piece  of  land  in  the  federal  courts  of  the  United  States  and 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  the  ])roper 
adjudication  of  its  rights  in  the  premises  may  be  determined  for  all 

time  to  come and  that  said  application  has  not  been 

made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  section  2267  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  that,  by  reason  thereof,  said  Conniff  has  for- 
feited all  right  thereto." 

It  thus  appears  that  in  said  protest  no  question  was  raised  by  the 
company  that  said  Conniff  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor  at  date  of 
settlement,  or  that  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  had  not 
filed  his  intention  to  become  such  at  date  of  said  settlement  and  at  the 
date  of  said  withdrawal. 

The  final  proof  shows  that  said  Conniff'  was  ^^a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States;"  that  he  first  settled  on  said  land  on  January  1, 
1871,  built  a  house,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  a  stock  corral,  cleared  some 
land  of  brush,  and  fenced  and  plowed  a  portion  of  the  land  and  raised  a 
crop  of  hay;  that  his  improvements  are  worth  $luO;  that  he  has  con- 
tinuously resided  upon  said  land  and  made  the  same  his  home,  since  the 
date  of  his  said  settlement.  With  his  said  proof  was  filed  his  certificate 
of  naturalization,  issued  on  July  20,  1875,  by  the  judge  of  the  county 
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court  of  Ventura  county,  California,  which  recited,  among  other  things, 
that  ^'  the  said  applicant  has  heretofore,  and  more  than  two  years  since, 
and  in  due  form  of  law  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States." 

It  thus  affirmatively  appears  from  the  record  that  Oonniff  was  a 
qualified  pre-emptor  when  he  filed  said  declaratory  statement,  and  it 
does  not  clearly  appear  that  Oonniff  was  not  a  qualified  settler  at  the 
date  of  settlement,  prior  to  said  withdrawal.  Moreover,  the  company 
did  not,  in  said  protest,  raise  the  question  of  ConnifPs  citizenship  at 
the  date  of  his  said  settlement,  and  it  will  not  be  heard  to  do  so  on  ap- 
peal, nor  will  the  Department  reject  his  proof,  since  it  does  not  afiirm- 
atively  appear  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  land.  It  is,  therefore, 
unnecessary  in  this  case  to  consider  the  question  whether  the  natu 
ralizatloa  of  a  pre-emptor  relates  back  to  the  date  of  his  settlement 
so  as  to  defeat  the  indemnity  withdrawal. 

The  record  shows  that,  prior  to  the  selection  by  the  company,  GonnifF 
was  a  qualified  pre-emptor  and  his  filing  was  thea  of  record :  that  the 
company  appeared  and  offered  no  objection  to  his  qualifications  to  make 
said  settlement  on  the  date  alleged,  and  it  will  therefore  be  assumed, 
on  appeal,  that  Oonniff  was  a  qualified  settler  prior  to  said  withdrawal, 
on  the  date  of  his  alleged  settlement. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  decision  of  your  office  holding  said  se- 
lection for  cancellation  was  correct,  and  the  decision  appealed  from  to 
that  effect  must  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  affirmed. 


PRACTICE    SERVICE  OF  NOTICE— RESIDENT  ATTORNEY 

Peterson  v.  Fort. 

The  time  withia  which  au  appeal  from  the  decisiou  of  the  Commissioner  must  be 
filed  begins  to  ran  from  the  date  that  service  is  first  made,  whether  it  be  upon 
the  party  himself  or  upon  his  attorney,  either  local,  or  resident  in  Washington. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

November  13,  1890. 

Catharine  Peterson  files  this  application,  praying  that  the  record  in 
the  abov^e  stated  case  may  be  certified  to  the  Department  under  rules 
83  and  84  of  Rules  of  Practice.  Said  application  i)resents  the  follow- 
ing case : 

On  October  1, 1889,  your  office  rendered  a  decision  in  the  case  of  Cath- 
arine Peterson  v.  George  W.  Fort,  rejecting  the  final  preemi)tion  proof 
of  said  Peterson  for  the  B.  Jof  the  NW.  J,  NW.  J  of  the  NW.  J,  Sec.  20, 
and  NE.  J  of  the  NE.  J,  Sec.  19,  T.  32  N.,  R.  16  W.,  Niobrara,  Nebraska, 
and  allowing  the  homestead  entry  of  George  W.  Fort  for  said  tract ;  that 
on  December  28,  1889,  the  applicant,  by  her  said  attorney,  filed  in  the 
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GeDeral  Land  Office  an  appeal  from  said  decision,  which  your  office  de- 
clined to  transmit  to  the  Department,  for  the  reason  that  "  it  was  not 
filed  within  sixty-one  days  from  the  date  of  the  decision." 

The  applicant  contends  that  under  the  rale  laid  down  in  the  case  of 
Boggs  V.  West  Las  Animas  Townsite,  5  L«  D.,  and  in  King  v.  Leitens- 
dorfer,  2  L.  D.,  374,  the  time  for  filing  such  appeal  did  not  expire  until 
on  or  about  Januar^^  6, 1870,  or  seventy  days  from  the  day  when  notice 
of  the  decision  was  mailed  by  the  local  officers. 

In  the  letter  of  your  office  of  January  10, 1890,  declining  to  transmit 
said  appeal,  it  is  stated  that  ^<  said  appeal  is  denied  under  rules  86  and 
97  of  practice." 

Bttle  86  is  as  follows : 

Notice  of  an  appeal  from  the  Commissioner's  decision  must  be  illed  in  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  served  on  the  appellee  or  his  counsel  witbia  sixty  dayH  from  the  date 
of  the  service  of  notice  of  snch  decision. 

Bale  97  provides  that : 

Fifteen  days,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  mailing:,  will  be  allowed  for  the  transmission 
of  notices  and  papers  by  mail,  except  in  ease  of  notice  to  resident  attorneys,  when 
one  day  will  be  allowed. 

It  is  not  stated  in  the  application  when  or  how  notice  of  the  decision 
of  your  office  of  October  24, 1889,  was  served,  but  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  decided  under  rule  97,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  service  was  made 
on  the  resident  counsel  in  this  city. 

The  rule  that  the  time  for  filing  an  appeal  from  the  Commissioner's 
decision  does  not  expire  until  after  seventy  days  from  date  of  notice^ 
only  applies  where  notice  of  said  decision  is  sent  through  the  mails  by 
the  local  office.  This  was  the  ruling  in  the  case  of  Boggs  v.  West  Las 
Animas  Townsite,  supra.  The  case  is  not  controlled  by  that  ruling,  for 
the  reason  that  this  notice  was  not  sent  through  the  local  office,  but 
was  served  on  the  resident  counsel  in  Washington.  In  the  former  case, 
the  time  allowed  for  appeal  is  controlled  by  rule  87,  but  in  the  latter  case 
it  is  controlled  by  rule  97.  It  is,  however,  contended  by  coun8(*l  that 
rule  87  is  made  applicable  to  tlus  case  by  the  ruling  in  the  case  of  King 
V.  Leitensdorfer,  2  L.  D.,  374.  This  was  a  decision  of  the  Commissioner^ 
in  which  it  was  held  that,  where  notices  of  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner is  served  on  resident  attorneys  in  Washinp;ton,  and  also  by  the 
local  office  on  the  party  or  his  local  attorney,  the  time  for  appeal  will 
commence  to  run  from  date  of  the  latter  service.  Also  to  the  same  effect 
is  another  decision  by  the  same  Commissioner:  that  of  Eoach  v,  Myers 
et  aly  1  L.  D.,  464. 

This  construction  of  the  rule,  which  is  not  evolved  from  any  sound 
principle  or  process  of  reasoning,  has  not  been  followed  by  the  Depart- 
ment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  reverse  has  been  the  ruling.  (Case  of 
John  G.  Parker,  Lands  and  Eailroad  Div.,  Vol.  70,  page  3). 

It  is  a  well  settled  rule  that  service  may  be  made  upon  either  the 
party  in  interest  or  his  attorne}^  and  service  upon  the  attorney  is  suffi- 
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cient  service  upon  the  party.  It  is  also  a  well  settled  rale  that  where 
there  are  several  attorneys  of  record,  service  upon  any  one  of  them  is 
sufficient  service  to  bind  the  client  Kule  106,  Bules  of  Practice; 
Thomas  Howard,  3  L.  D.,  409 ;  George  Premo,  9  L.  D.,  70 ;  Thomas  C» 
Cook,  10  L.  D.,  324.  Now,  if  service  upon  either  of  the  attorneys  of 
record  ^' will  be  deemed  notice  to  the  party  in  interest,  it  must  neces- 
sarily follow  that  the  time  within  which  the  appeal  must  be  filed  com- 
mences to  run  from  the  date  that  service  is  first  made,  whether  it  be 
upon  the  party  himself,  or  upon  his  attorney,  either  local,  or  resident 
in  Washington. 
The  petition  is  denied. 


MrN^ING  CLAIM— RES  JUDICATA— MINERAL  LAND. 

Seable  Placer. 

A  departmental  decision  that  land  is  mineral  in  character  does  not  preclude  snbse- 
quent  investigation,  on  the  part  of  the  Departint^nt,  as  to  the  character  of  such 
land,  as  the  Department  retains  jnrisdiotion  in  consider  and  determine  the  char- 
acter of  land  claimed  under  the  mineral  laws  until  deprived  thereof  by  the  issn- 
ance  of  patent. 

A  placer  application  will  not  be  allowed  if  the  evidence  does  not  show  as  a  present 
fact  the  placer  character  of  the  land  involved. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commisahner  of  the  General  Land 
•  Office,  November  13,  18U0.      , 

This  is  an  appeal  by  A.  D.  Searle  from  y(Mir  office  decision  of  March 
6,  1886,  rejecting  his  applicati(»u  to  make  mineral  entry  for  the  Searle 
placer  claim,  amended  survey  No.  435,  Leadville,  Colorado.  * 

His  original  application  was  filed  July  5,  1879,  for  150.02  acres.  By 
the  pending  application  filed  March  10,  1882,  his  claim  was  reduced  to* 
101,918  acres,  thereby  excluding  certain  condicting  lode  claims. 

It  appears  from  the  statements  of  your  office  that  prior  to  the  original 
application  the  county  judge  having  applied  on  behalf  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  North  Leadville  to  enter  the  land  ns  a  townsite,  a  hearing  wa» 
ordered  to  determine  its  character  and  the  priority  of  right,  that  upon 
the  evidence  adduced  your  office  decided  in  favor  of  Searle,  and  that 
on  appeal,  this  Department  on  April  17, 1880  (7  G*  L.  O*,  36),  affirmed 
that  decision  and  held  that  the  surveyor  general's  return  as  to  the  min- 
eral character  of  the  land  had  not  been  overcome.  The  townsite  appli- 
cation was  accordingly  dismissed. 

Subsequently,  on  the  report  of  a  special  agent  of  your  office  and  the 
representations  of  certain  residents  of  Leadville,  alleging  among  other 
things  that  the  ground  was  not  placer,  the  Department,  December  27^ 
1882,  finding  a  *' great  doubt  whether  or  not  the  ground  claimed  is 
more  valuable  for  placer  mining  than  for  other  purposes  "  ordered  a 
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bearing  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  land  and  the  statns  of  all  ex- 
isting claims  and  interests  and  suspended  all  prior  orders  and  proceed- 
ings. 

Upon  the  evidence  adduced  at  the  hearing  had  (November,  1883),  in 
pursuance  of  the  above  order  the  local  officers  found  that  the  land  was 
not  distinctively  valuable  for  placer  mining  and  that  the  same  had  not 
been  improved  as  required  by  law  and  recommended  the  rejection  of 
the  pending  application. 

On  Searle's  appeal  from  this  ruling,  the  same  was  affirmed  by  your 
«aid  office  decision  of  March  6, 1886. 

In  his  appeal  here  he  alleges  that  the  question  as  to  the  character  of 
the  land  became  res  adjudicaia  by  reason  of  the  action  ot*  tlie  Depart- 
ment (7  C.  L.  O.,  36,  supra)  upon  the  former  henring. 

This  contention  is  disposed  of  adversely  to  him  by  the  depart  mental  de- 
•cision  in  the  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  li.  R.  Co.  v.  Valentine  (11  L.  D., 
238),  wherein  it  was  held  (p.246),  that  the  Land  Department  had  jurisdic- 
tion to  ascertain  and  determine  what  lands  were  subject  to  the  railroad 
grant  (from  which  mineral  land  was  expressly  excepted)  and  that  such 
Jurisdiction  continues  ^^  until  the  lands  have  been.either  patented  or  cer- 
tified to,  or  for  the  use  of,  the  railroad  company." 

The  matters  touching  the  merits  of  the  case  are  sufficiently  stated  by 
your  office  in  the  decision  appealed  from  and  reference  is  had  thereto. 

It,  will  therefore  be  quite  unnecessary  for  nle  to  comment  in  detail, 
upon  the  voluminous  testimony  submitted  in  this  case. 

It  is  the  rule  of  the  department  that  the ''  first  care  in  recognizing  aa 
application  for  patent  upon  a  placer  claim  must  be  exercised  in  deter- 
mining the  exact  classification  of  the  lands,"  which  are  sought  to  be 
acquired  as  such.    (Sec.  1,  Circular  September  22,  1882, 1  L.  D.,  685.) 

The  testimony  produced  at  the  rehearing  had  before  the  local  officers 
in  November,  1883,  although  confiicting  in  its  character,  I  think  by  a 
fair  preponderance,  establishes  the  fact  that  continued  prospecting  for 
several  years  failed  to  disclose  in  any  appreciable  quantity,  the  pres- 
ence of  valuable  placer  mineral  in  the  claim  or  to  establish  as  a  ^^  pres- 
ent tact"  within  the  meaning  of  section  2329,  B.  S.,  the  ^'  placer"  char- 
acter of  the  land*  Peirano  et  ah  v.  Pendola,  10  L.  D.,  536.  It  further 
appears  that  while  the  appellant  has  constructed  some  ditches  on  the 
tract,  he  has  brought  no  water  thereon  and  that  the  work  on  the  claim 
consisted  mainly  in  making  a  considerable  number  of  shafts  with  the 
view  to  the  discovery  of  "  lodes"  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  "  placer" 
development. 

The  testimony  was  taken  before  the  register  and  receiver,  who  saw 
and  heard  the  witnesses  on  the  stand,  observed  their  demeanor  and 
-could  judge  therefrom  who  is  most  worthy  of  credit. 

Their  joint  opinion  is  accordingly  entitled  to  special  consideration. 
Kelly  V.  Halvorson  ;6  L.  D.,225) ;  Morfey  v.  Barrows  (4  L.  D.,  135). 

In  accordance  therefore  with  the  views  heretofore  expressed,  I  must 
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find  that  no  siifiicieut  warnint  in  shown  for  disturbing  the  concurring 
decisions  of  the  local  and  your  office,  which  under  like  circumstances  are 
generally  accepted  by  this  Department  as  conclusive.  Chichester  v, 
Allen  (9  L.  D.  302) ;  Conly  v.  Price  (id.,  490).  Cleveland  v.  North,  11 
L.  D.,  344. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


B^VILROAD  GRANT— PRE-EMPTION  FILING— SETTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Marshall. 

A  nrima  faoie  valid  pre-eniptioa  filing  of  record,  at  date  ot  statutory  withdrawal  on 
general  route,  excepts  the  laud  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  such  with- 
drawal. 

A  claim  based  on  settlement,  residence,  and  cultivation,  «'xisting  at  the  date  wben 
tbe  grant  becomes  effective,  excepts  the  laiul  covered  thereby  from  the  gnihr. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  GommiHsloner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice j  Not  ember  15,  1890. 

With  your  letter  of  October  9,  1889,  you  transmit  the  appeal  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  from  your  office  decision  of  April 
9th  of  that  year,  wherein  yon  hold  that  the  NW. }  of  Sec.  29,  T.  1  S.,  R. 
1  W.,  Bozeman,  Montana,  is  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  grant 
to  said  company,  by  act  of  July  2,  1864  (13  Stats.,  365).  It  appears 
from  the  record  that  on  June  5, 1885,  Ira  M.  Marshall  made  homestead 
entry  of  said  tract.  That  the  land  is  within  the  granted  limits  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  The  withdrawal  of  the  odd  num- 
bered sections  for  the  benefit  of  which  became  effective  February  11, 
1872,  upon  the  filing  of  the  map  of  general  route.  The  line  of  road  op- 
posite the  land  in  question  was  definitely  located  July  6, 1882,  and  the 
right  of  the  company  is  held  to  have  attached  at  that  date. 

When  the  laud  was  withdrawn  from  market,  it  was  occupied  by  one 
Jerome  Bishop,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had  filed  a  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  tract  January  29,  1872.  He  built  a  house  and 
baru,  and  cultivated  about  twelve  acres  to  wheat  in  1871,  and  cut  forty 
or  fifty  acres  of  grass  in  the  year  1872.  He  also  <lng  an  irrigating  ditch 
and  extended  it  through  the  land  the  same  year.  Bishop  lived  on  the 
claim  until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he  sold  his  possessory  right  to  Alonzo 
Gillam,  who  was  a  single  man,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  Gillam  occupied  the  tract  until  the  spring  of 
1874,  when  he  sold  the  improvements  to  the  defendant  for  $500,  and  he 
has  been  in  possession  of  the  tract  sin(!e  that  date,  cultivating  and  im- 
proving the  same  every  year. 

On  the  31st  day  of  May,  1881,  Marshall  appeared  at  the  local  land 
office  and  applied  to  file  on  the  land.  He  was  informed  by  the  receiver, 
John  V.  Bogert,  that  the  tract  belonged  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
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Company.  Subseqneutly,  Marshall  made  homestead  entry  of  the  land, 
as  above  set  out,  aud  on  March  15, 1886,  after  publication  and  posting 
of  notice,  he  made  his  final  homestead  proof  and  final  certificate  was 
duly  issued. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  unexpired  filing  of  Bishop, 
prima  facie  valid  at  date  of  the  t^tatutory  withdrawal  on  general  ronte^ 
excepted  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  said  with- 
drawal. I^orthern  Pacific  Railroad  Oompan^'^  r.  Stovenour,  10  L.  D., 
645,  and  the  laud  was  continuously  occupied  and  cultivate<l  thereafter. 
At  date  of  definite  location  of  the  road  it  was  occupied  aud  claimed  by 
Marshall,  whose  settlement,  residence  and  cultivation  served  to  except 
it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  to  the  company.  Northern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co  V.  Anrys,  10  L.  D.,  258. 

For  these  reasons  your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— SETTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilder. 

An  allegation,  made  by  an  applicant  for  a  tract  of  land  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad 
grant,  that  said  tract  is  excepted  from  the  grant  by  reason  of  a  settlement  claim 
will  be  investigated  by  the  Department,  even  though  snch  action  may  not  inare 
to  the  benefit  of  the  applicant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

November  17, 1890. 

Ou  July  28,  r890,  the  Department  rendered  a  decision  in  the  above- 
stated  case,  directing  the  cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry  of  Wilder 
for  the  E.  J  of  the  ^W  i,  the  8 W.  J  of  the  I^B.  J  and  the  NW.  i  of  the 
SE.  i,  Sec.  31,  T.  15  N.,  R.  17  E.,  ITorth  Yakima,  Washington,  holding 
that  said  tract  passed  to  the  railroad  company  under  its  grant 

Your  office  rejected  the  claim  of  the  company  and  allowed  the  home- 
stead entry  of  Wilder,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  was  excepted  from 
the  operation  of  the  withdrawal  of  June  11, 1879,  on  filing  of  map  of 
amended  general  route  (even  if  there  was  authority  for  such  with- 
drawal), by  the  unexpired  pre-emption  filing  of  one  Thomas  Chambers, 
made  March  2,  1877,  alleging  settlement  February  22, 1877,  which  re- 
mained of  record  May  24, 1884,  the  date  of  filing  the  map  of  definite 
location,  aud  excepted  said  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

This  ruling  was  reversed  by  the  decision  of  the  Department  aforesaid 
upon  the  ground  that  the  filing  of  Chambers  had  expired  at  date  of 
definite  location,  and,  in  the  absence  of  an  allegation  that  the  claim  was 
still  subsisting  and  maintained  at  date  of  definite  location,  it  may  be 
presumed  that  it  had  been  abandoned. 
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Wilder  now  files  amotion  for  review  of  said  decision,  upon  the  follow- 
ing grounds : 

I.  That  by  mietake  the  local  land  officers  at  tho  said  laud  office  where  said  homestead 
filinj^  was  offered  declined  to  take  proof  of  the  coutiuuona  re^sidence  and  cultivation 
of  said  laud  siuce  the  year  1877,  which  excepts  said  land  from  the  grant  to  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

II.  That  said  Wilder  acted  under  t  he  direction  and  under  the  advice  of  said  local 
land  officers,  and  did  not  thus  produce  any  testimony  as  to  the  rcHidence  of  Thomas 
J.  Chambers,  whose  filing  was  then  of  rec  ord  in  said  land  office  and  of  said  Wilder's 
succession  to  the  rights  of  Chambers  and  of  Wilder^s  contiuuous  residence  and  cul- 
tivation of  said  land. 

The  motion  is  supported  by  the  affidavits  of  tho  claimant  and  four 
other  witnesses,  to  tbe  effect  that  said  laud  was  occupied  and  claimed 
by  the  said  Chambers  from  the  time  of  his  alleged  settlement  uj)  to 
about  April,  1880,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  to  Wilder,  who  con- 
tinued to  improve  and  occupy  the  tract  from  that  time  to  the  present; 
also  that  the  claimant  offered  to  make  such  proof  before  the  local 
officers,  who  declined  it,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  unnecessary,  as  the 
tiling  of  record  excepted  the  tract. 

Independent  of  the  rights  of  Wilder,  if  such  a  claim  by  a  qualified 
homesteader  existed  at  date  of  definite  location,  it  excepted  the  tract 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  upon  information  of  the  existence 
of  such  facts  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  investigate  it, 
whether  it  would  inure  to  the  benefit  of  Wilder,  or  not. 

The  decision  of  the  Department  of  July  28, 1890,  is  therefore  modified, 
and  you  will  order  a  hearing,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether 
the  land  was  so  occupied  and  claimed  at  date  of  definite  location,  and 
upon  the  testimoiiy  taken  at  said  hearing  yon  will  re-adjudicate  the 
case. 


BAIL.ROAD  GRANT— PRK-BMPTIOl^—PUBIilC  OFFERING. 

Central  Pacifio  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Edward  L.  Taylor. 

The  pre-emptive  right  is  not  defeated  by  the  faildre  of  the  settler  to  make  proof  and 
payment  for  the  land  covered  by  his  claim  prior  to  a  day  erroneously  appointed 
for  the  public  offering  thereof,  where  snch  tract,  on  the  discovery  of  the  error,  is 
sabseqnently  withheld  from  sale. 

Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Orr,  2  L.  D.,  525,  overruled. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to   the   Coinmissiofier  of  the  Oeneral  Land 

Office^  November  17,  1890. 

A  motion  to  review  and  reverse  the  departmental  decision  of  June  25, 
1890,  in  the  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v,  Edward  L. 
Taylor,  is  now  before  me  for  consideration. 

The  case  arose  on  the  application  of  Taylor  to  make  homestead  entry 
of  the  fractional  NE  J  and  N  J  of  the  SE  J  Sec.  25,  T.  10,  N.,  R.  7  E.,  M. 
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D.  M.,  Sacramento  land  district,  Califoraia,  which  is  withia  the  limits 
of  the  grant  of  July  1,  1862  (12  stat.,  489),  to  said  company.  The  de- 
cision referred  to  states  that,  at  the  time  the  maps  of  designated  route 
and  definite  location  were  filed,  June  30, 1862,  and  March  24, 1864,  res- 
pectively, the  tract  was  covered  by  the  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment of  George  Auztt,  filed  June  17,  1857,  alleging  settlement  May 
loth,  previous ;  and  that  said  filing  remained  intact  upon  the  records 
until  August,  1885,  when  it  was  canci4ed  upon  a  hearing  had  upon  the 
application  of  the  railroad  company.  It  was  further  stated  that,  though 
said  tract  wa»<  included  in  the  land  described  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  as  land  to  be  offered  for  sale  at  Mary ville  on  February  14, 
1859,  yet  the  records  of  the  General  Land  Office  show  that  the  lands  in 
the  township,  in  which  said  tract  is  located,  were  witheld  from  sale  ia 
accordance  v^ith  official  information  received  from  the  survey  or- generaU 
stating  that  they  were  covered  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  private  land 
claims.  On  this  state  of  facts,  it  was  held  in  said  decision  that  the  tract 
in  question,  being  unoffered  land,  was  covered  at  the  date  of  the  filing* 
of  both  maps,  by  an  unexpired  i)reemption  filing  intact  upon  the  record, 
which,  under  the  decisions  of  the  Departments,  excepted  said  tracts 
from  the  operation  of  the  railroad  grant,  and  therefore  that  the  applica- 
tion of  Taylor  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  same  should  be  allowed* 
In  the  motion  to  review  and  reverse  said  decision,  the  facts  as  stated 
are  substantially  admitted,  but  it  is  said  in  behalf  of  the  company  that 
the  fact  that  said  land  <^  was  not  offered  for  sale"  is  not  material,  inas- 
much as — 

It  was  proclaimed  to  be  offered  on  and  after  a  certain  day,  and  the  law  nays  if  the 
settler  fails  to  make  his  proof  and  pay  men  t  before  the  day  appointed,  the  pre-emption 
law  shall  not  be  available  ;  that  is,  he  shall  have  no  pre-emption  right  by  reason  of 
his  settlement  before  that  day. 

It  is  therefore  insisted  that,  as  Auztt  failed  to  make  his  proof  and 
payment  before  February  14,  1859,  the  ds^y  "appointed"  for  offering 
said  tract  for  sale,  his  pre-emption  claim  then  and  there  expired  and 
could  not  serve  thereafter  to  except  said  tract  from  the  railroad  grant. 

The  legislation  of  Congress  bearing  upon  tliis  question  is  to  be  found 
in  two  acts. 

By  section  14  of  the  pre-emption  act  of  September  4, 1841  (5  Stats., 
453-7),  it  is  provided  : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  time  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  by 
the  i)rocIamatiuu  of  the  Presidf^nt,  nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  available 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  and  payment,  and  file  the 
affidavit  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the  sales  as  aforesaid. 

By  the  last  clause  of  section  9  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1843  (5  Stats., 
619-21),  it  is  declared: 

And  said  act  shall  not  be  so  constrned  as  to  preclude  any  person  who  may  have 
filed  a  notice  of  intention  to  claim  auy  tract  of  land  by  pre-emption  under  said  act, 
from  the  right  allowed  by  law  to  others  to  purchase  the  same  by  private  entry  after 
the  expiration  of  the  right  of  prc-eniption. 
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In  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  statute,  it  was  said  by  the  su- 
preme court  in  the  case  of  Heydenfelt  v.  Daney  Gold,  etc.,  (9  i  U.  S.^ 
e34-38): 

We  are  not  to  look  at  any  single  phrase  in  it,  l»ni.  to  its  ^vbole  scope,  in  order  to- 
arrive  at  the  intention  of  the  oiakers  of  it.  ^'  It  i.s  better  always,''  says  Judge  Shars- 
wood,  ''to  adhere  to  a  plain  common-sense  interpretation  of  the  wordsof  astaUite,. 
than  to  apply  to  them  refined  and  technical  rules  of  grammatical  con<ttrnction." 
Gyger^s  Estate^  65  Penu.  St.  3rJ.  If  a  literal  inter[iriaation  of  aoy  part  of  it  would 
operate  unjustly,  or  lead  to  absurd  results,  or  be  contrary  to  the  evident  meaning  of 
the  act  taken  as  a  whole,  it  should  be  rejected.  Tiien^  is  no  better  way  of  discovering 
ita  true  meaning,  when  expressions  in  it  are  rendentd  ambiguous  by  their  ronnectioa 
with  other  clauses,  than  by  considering  the  necessity  for  it,  and  the  causes  which  in- 
duced its  enactment. 

Following  the  rule  thus  laid  down,  there  ought  to  be  but  little  diffi- 
culty in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  on  the  point  presented. 

Prior  to  1841  the  settled  policy  of  Congress  was  to  dispose  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  by  public  and  private  sales  in  quauiiues  to  suit  purchasers* 
The  passage  of  the  act  of  September  4, 18  U,  was  the  first  legislative 
action  in  the  direction  of  a  change  to  the  present  beneficent  policy  of 
distributing  the  public  domain  among  the  people  as  homes  for  the  home- 
less. This  legislation  was  apparently  only  tentative,  for  while  the  pub- 
lic lauds  were  thereafter  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement  and  entry,  the 
policy  of  selling  them  was  adhered  to ;  the  settler  was  permitted  to- 
acquire,  by  his  inhabitancy  and  improvements,  only  a  preferred  right 
to  purchase  the  lands  when  sold.  But  this  preferred  right  was  not  to> 
interfere  with  the  cherished  policy  of  public  sales  at  stated  intervals. 
If  any  of  the  lands  advertised  for  sale  were  occupied  by  settlers,  unless- 
they  availed  themselves  before  the  day  of  sale  of  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion, acquired  by  settlement  and  improvement,  it  would  be  forever  lost,, 
and  the  lands  would  be  offered  first  at  public  sale,  and  if  not  sold  there- 
after became  subject  to  private  sale.  Hence  the  passage  of  the  four- 
teenth section  as  quoted.  Its  great  purpose  as  declared  by  its  language^ 
is  to  provide  that  the  pre-emption  right  conferred  by  the  act  ''shall  not 
delay  the  sale  "  of  public  lands  beyond  the  time  appointed.  So  that  if 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  sell  any  portion  of  the  public  lands,  a  pre- 
emption claimant  by  bare  assertion,  without  full  compliance  with  the 
requirement  of  the  law,  should  not  indefinitely  delay  or  defeat  the  sale. 
This  is  the  apprehended  evil  which  section  fourteen  was  intended  to 
prevent,  and  only  this.  There  is  no  known  rule  of  law  which  would 
justify  this  Department  in  extending  the  provisions  of  that  section  be- 
yond the  obvious  purpose  for  which  it  was  enacted.  To  hold,  when  a 
day  ha<l  been  erroneously  "appointed''  for  the  ofi'ering  of  this  tract  for 
sale,  which  appointment  was  revoked  or  abandoued  by  the  authority 
making  it,  because  of  the  discovery  of  the  error,  that  the  settler  was 
obliged  to  make  payment  and  proof  before  that  day  or  forfeit  his  one 
pre-emptive  right,  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  making  the  law  applicable 
to  a  condition  of  atiairs  beyond  its  declared  purpose,  and  obviously  be- 
yond its  purview. 
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No  good  reason  is  suggested  why  a  forfeiture  should  be  enforced 
under  such  circumstances,  the  only  one  suggested  being  that,  the  let- 
ter of  the  law  says  payment  is  to  be  made  before  the  day  ^^  appointed," 
and  a  day  once  appointed  is  always  appointed.  Concede,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  there  is  room  for  such  a  contention,  how  could  Anztt, 
the  pre-emptor  in  this  case,  hare  complied  with  the  requirement  to  make 
proof  and  payment  prior  to  the  day  appointed?  The  land  in  question 
was  reported  by  the  surveyor  as  being  covered  by  certain  private  land 
claims  and  consequently,  under  the  law,  it  was  reserved  from  sale  and 
entry  until  the  final  adjudication  of  those  claims. 

Now  if,  under  these  circumstances,  Auztt  had  gone  to  the  local  land 
Oi^ce  and  bft'ered  to  make  proof  and  payment,  as  it  is  contended  was  his 
duty  to  do,  the  officers  would  not,  and,  under  the  law,  could  not,  have 
received  either,  oi^  given  him  a  final  certificate  or  permitted  his  entry, 
because  of ^said  reservation ;  or,  if  they  had  done  so,  their  action  would 
have  been  not  merely  irregular  but  absolutely  null  and  void,  as  theland 
was  then  placed  by  law  outside  of  their  jurisdiction.  Nor  would  a  mere 
offer  on  the  part  of  the  pre-emption  claimant  to  make  the  proof  and  a 
tender  by  him  of  the  price  of  the  land,  to  the  register  and  receiver, 
have  availed  him,  in  this  instance,  if  we  are  to  adopt  the  theory  of  the 
company  and  follow  the  letter  of  the  law;. for  the  language  applies, 
without  qualification,  under  that  theory,  to  any  one  who  ^^  shall  fail  to 
make  proo|and  payment"  by  the  day''  appointed."  If  the  statute  is  to 
be  construed  literally,  without  regard  to  its  purpose  and  sense,  in  the 
one  instance,  it  must  be  so  construed  in  the  other.  We  would  then  have 
a  relentless  and  unbending  requirement  for  the  pre-emptor  to  make- 
not  offer  to  make,  but  successfully  and  completely  to  make  his  proof  and 
payment  by  the  day  named,  and  if  he  fail,  through  his  own  fault  or  that 
of  the  officers,  or  of  the  law  itself,  there  is  no  excuse,  he  simply  fails  to 
make  the  proof  as  required  and  must  abide  by  the  result.  I  can  not  bring 
myself  to  believe  that  the  law  contemplated  such  ''  absurd  results,"  or 
ret|uired  such  impossible  or  vain  things  of  the  settlers  upon  the  public 
lands,  under  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  their  one  pre-emptive  right. 

In  the  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Orr  (2  L.D., 
5:35),  the  construction  of  law  here  contended  for  by  the  company's 
attorney  seems  to  have  been  adopted.  But  my  convictions  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  construction  placed  by  me  upon  the  statute  are  so 
clear  and  strong  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  in  that  case,  but  am  compelled  to  disregard  and  overrule  it 
as  an  authority  in  that  respect. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  motion  for  review  is  denied. 
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PROCBEDINGa  ON  FINAL  PROOF— PREEMPTION. 

Basket  v.  Oanon  et  al. 

One  who  has  filed  a  declaratory  statement  for  a  tract  and  submitted  Anal  proof  there- 
for, is  under  no  oblij;ation  to  protest  against  the  final  proof  of  another  who  sub- 
sequently initiates  a  claim  for  said  land  and  offers  proof  thereon. 

Final  proof  should  not  be  submitted  for  land  involved  in  a  pending  contest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the   General 

Land  Office,  November  18,  1890. 

On  July  11, 1885,  Alban  B.  Gaoon  filed  Osage  declaratory  statement 
No.  2817  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  14,  T.  32  S.,  R.  22  W.,  Garden  City,  Kan- 
sas,  alleging  settlement  thereon  June  7,  of  that  year. 

On  October  21,  1885,  Joseph  R.  Hasket  filed  Osage  declaratory  state- 
ment No.  3729,  for  the  E.  J  of  the  NVV.  J  and  W.  i  of  the  NE.  J,  said 
section,  alleging  settlement  June  24,  of  that  year. 

Canon  published  notice  that  he  would  make  his  final  proof  on  De- 
cember 24, 1885,  and  on  that  day  Hasket  filed  his  protest  against  the 
same. 

Canon  submitted  his  proof,  after  which  several  witnesses  were  exam- 
ined, touching  the  residence  and  improvements  of  both  Canon  and 
Hasket. 

The  hearing  was  closed  on  April  15, 1886,  and  on  May  27, 1887,  the 
register  and  receiver  held  that  "  Canon's  proof  be  accepted.''  Hasket 
duly  appealed,  and  on  March  30,  1889,  you  rendered  your  opinion, 
affirming  the  judgment  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  for  rejection  the 
final  proof  of  Hasket  as  to  the  W.  ^  of  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  14,  being  in 
conflict  with  Canon's  filing.    Your  said  opinion  further  states : 

I  find  npon  examination  of  the  tract  books  that  yon  have  allowed  one  Joseph 
Swords  to  enter  the  E.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  See.  14,  and  the  S.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  11, 
T.  32  8.,  R.  22  W.,  and  have  issned  a  receipt  and  final  certificate  to  him  under  Ovage 
cash  entry  No.  6821,  application  No.  4144,  and  dated  Febrnary  24,  1887,  aUeging  set- 
tlement Jane  8,  1886.  As  the  above  entry  conflicts  with  Canon's  filing  as  to  E.  i  of 
theNE.  i  of  Sec.  14,  I  hold  it  as  regards  said  tract  for  cancellation,  subject  to  appeal.    • 

Hasket  did  not  appeal,  but  appears  to  have  filed  his  relinquishment 
of  the  W.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  said  section,  on  receiving  notice  of  your 
said  decision.  Swords,  however,  appeals  from  that  part  of  your  de- 
cision above  quoted,  and  insists  that  Canon  waived  his  right  to  the 
land  and  abandoned  the  same  6y  failing  to  assert  such  right  at  the  time 
Swords  made  final  proof,  and  that  you  have  no  jurisdiction  to  cancel  a 
prima  fade  valid  entry,  though  it  may  conflict  with  a  prior  uncompleted 
adverse  filing. 

This  position  is  not  well  taken.  Canon's  filing  being  first  in  time,  he 
was  under  no  obligations  to  protest  against  the  final  proof  of  Swords, 
whose  filing  and  settlement  on  eighty  acres  of  the  land  were  made  sub- 
sequent to  the  submission  of  Ganon'a  final  proof.  Moreover,  Swords 
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knew  that  Canon's  filing  embraced  eij<lity  acres  of  the  land  in  his  filing. 
He  went  upon  the  land  with  the  fall  knowledge  that,  if  Canon's  final 
proof  should  be  accepted,  he  could  not  procure  this  ei^^hty  acres  under 
his  filing.  He  made  no  protest  against  Canon's  final  proof,  and  must 
have  depended  on  Hasket  to  secure  the  cancellation. 

The  contest  between  Hasket  and  Canon  was  in  progress  at  the  time 
Swords  made  his  filing,  and,  while  it  specifically  applied  to  the  W.  ^  of 
the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  14,  yet  it  also  involved  the  whole  of  the  NE.  J  of  said 
section,  and  postponed  the  acceptance  of  the  final  proof  of  Canon. 
Hasket's  charge  against  Canon  went  to  the  latter's  good  faith,  so  that 
the  filing  and  final  proof  of  Swords  were  made  during  the  pendency  of 
a  contest,  involving  part  of  the  land  embraced  in  his  filing.' 

Final  proof  should  not  be  submitted  during  the  pendency  of  a  con- 
test. Rule  of  Practice  53,  4  L.  D.,  43 ;  Bailey  v.  Townsend,  5  L.  D.^ 
176 ;  Wade  v.  Sweeney,  6  L.  D.,  234 ;  Lewis  Peterson,  8  L.  D.,  121. 

Your  said  office  decision,  holding  for  cancellation  Swords'  entry  as  to 
the  E.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  said  section,  is  affirmed,  and  Canon's  fi ual 
proof  will  be  accepted. 


PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM'  RESIDENCE 

Samuel  C.  Haver. 

To  establish  residence  there  must  be,  concarrent  with  the  act  of  settlement,  an  intent 
to  make  the  Und  a  home  to  the  ezclasion  of  one  elsewhere. 

a 

The  fitness  of  the  land  as  a  place  of  permanent  abode,  the  period  of  inhabitancy,  and 
the  claimant's  relation  to  the  land  after  final  proof,  may  be  considered  in  determin- 
ing whether  the  claim  of  residence  is  made  in  good  faith. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the'  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  19,  1890. 

On  Jaly  28,  1885,  Samuel  C.  Haver  made  pre-emptioo  cash  entry 
based  upon  declaratory  statement  filed  June  10,  1884,  alleging  settle- 
ment the  5th  of  the  same  month  upon  the  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  21,  T.  12  S.,  B. 
77  W.,  Leadville,  Colorado. 

By  letter  dated  July  6, 1888,  your  office  finding  that  Haver's  pub- 
lished notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  did  not  ^^  properly  describe 
the  land  involved  "  and  that  said  proof  did  not  satisfactorily  show  the 
<^  claimant's  good  faith  or  compliance  with  legal  requirement"  required 
him  to  make  within  ninety  days  new  proofs  after  due  advertisement.'^ 

Such  new  proof  having:  been  transmitted  by  register's  letter  dated 
Oct/ober  29,  1888,  your  office  on  November  16,  following  found  the  same 
to  be  insufficient  aud  held  the  said  entry  for  cancellation. 

From  this  action  Haver  appeals  to  this  Department. 

It  appears  from  his  original  pre-emption  proof  made  July  25,  1885, 
before  the  judge  of  the  Park  county  court,  that  Haver  was  the  head  of 
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a  family  consisting  of  his  wife  and  three  children  ;  that  he  made  settle- 
ment on  the  land  June  5, 1884,  by  laying  a  foundation ;  that  his  resi- 
dence thereon  established  Jane  10,  1884,  was  continuoas,  that  thealti- 
tade  of  the  land  being  too  great  for  farming  he  iieither  broke  nor  culti- 
vated any  part  thereof  but  used  the  same  for  grazing  and  that  he  has 
bailt  thereon  a  house  fourteen  by  eighteen  feet  valued  by  himself  at 
ninety  and  by  his  witnesses  at  fifty  dollars. 

In  his  new  proof  (new  form)  made  October  27, 188S,  before  the  county 
jadge  both  Haver  and  the  witnesses  thereto,  who  appear  to  be  the 
same  persons  who  testified  in  support  of  his  original  proof,  (old  form), 
in  reply  to  the  various  questions  concerning  Haver's  residence  on  the 
land  simply  refer  to  the  general  and  affirmative  statements  made  by 
them  in  such  original  proof.  The  snid  new  proof  nets  out  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  house  mentioned,  Haver  has  constructed  on  the  land  two 
irrigating  ditches,  each  one  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  a  log  stable 
twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  a  cattle  corral  and  horse  pasture ;  that  his  said 
improvements  have  a  total  value  of  $155,  that  the  altitude  of  the  land 
is  nine  thousand  feet,  that  it  ^Ms  mostly  on  the  open  range  and  used  by 
all  having  stock  on  that  range,"  and  that  after  making  final  (original) 
proof  Haver  conveyed  the  land  to  **a  small  cattle  company"  in  which 
he  was  the  principle  owner. 

It  further  appears  from  the  affidavits  of  Haver  and  ot  four  others, 
made  in  September,  1890,  and  filed  during  the  pendency  of  the  appeal 
here,  that  the  land  is  valueless  for  agriculture,  that  it  is  some  three 
miles  from  the  nearest  habitation,  that  by  reason  of  the  springs  thereon 
and  its  '^  sheltered  "  location  its  chief  value  was  for  ^^  a  drinking  place 
and  good  headquarters  for  range  stock,"  that  Haver's  wife  and  children 
Hved  with  him  on  the  land  during  the  summer  of  1884  for  about  two 
months,  after  which,  owing  to  his  wife's  delicate  health,  they  stayed  in 
Denver  until  May  or  June,  1885,  when  they  returned  to  the  land  and 
continued  to  live  thereon  until  the  ^<  close  of  the  summer,"  that  Haver, 
who  during  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  of  1884  and  1885,  wh^n 
'^elsewhere  working  for  wages  as  a  rider  and  stockman"  visited  the 
tract  occasionally  to  look  after  his  stock;  that  (as  he  avers)  Haver 
*  took  this  laud  up  in  good  faith  for  a  headquarters  for  a  small  individ- 
ual stock  enterprise  of  his  own  and  intended  to  keep  it  as  such ; "  that 
he  did  not  change  such  intention  *<  till  at  or  after  the  taking  of  his  first 
final  proof  when  the  president  of  the  company  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected .  •  •  .  learning  ofit,  questioned  the  propriety  of  a  rival,  though 
small,  cattle  business  being  conducted  in  the  same  part  of  country  by  a 
member  of  the  company;"  and  that  upon  consideration  the  said  com- 
pany offered  Haver  a  fair  price  for  the  land  which  he  accepted. 

The  foregoing  shows  that  the  land  is  undesirable  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence and  valuable  only  as  an  appurtenant  to  a  stock  range.  This  and 
his  limited  inhabitancy  considered  in  connection  with  Haver's  subse- 
quent sale  (and  evident  abandonment)  of  the  land  which  seems  to  have 
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been  made  about  the  time  of  bis  first  proof  shows,  I  think,  that  his 
settlement  thereon  was  not  made  with  the  intention  of  making  the 
same  his  permanent  abode.  To  establish  residence  there  mast  be  eon- 
current  with  the  act  of  settlement  or  going  upon  the  land  an  intent  to 
make  it  a  home  to  the  unqualified  exclusion  of  one  elsewhere.  Albert 
H.  Oomwell  (9  L.  D.,  340). 

The  circumstances  attending  Haver's  occupancy  of  the  land  showing 
his  said  settlement  to  have  been  made  with  no  such  intention,  but 
rather  with  a  view  to  securing  the  same  as  ''  headquarters  for  a  small 
individual  stock  enterprise,''  through  a  colorable  compliance  with  the 
law,  I  must  find  that  his  entry  has  been  properly  held  for  cancellation. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


RESERVATION— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS— FINAL  PROOF. 

ETNIEB  V.  ZOOK. 

Acts  of  settlement  oa  land  held  in  reservation  confer  no  right  against  the  government 
but  may  be  considered  in  determining  the  priorities  of  subsequent  claimant-s. 

A  pre-emption  filing  for  land  covered  by  the  prior  homestead  entry  of  another  should 
not  be  allowed,  unless  the  superior  right  of  the  pre-emptor  is  established  on  a  hear- 
ing had  for  that  purpose. 

Final  proof  should  not  be  submitted  during  the  pendency  of  an  action  involving  the 
right  of  the  claimant  to  the  land  in  question. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  November  19, 1890. 

The  case  of  Mary  J.  Etnier  v.  Elhanan  Zook  is  here  on  appeal  of  the 
latter  from  your  office  decision  of  June  8,  1889. 

The  record  is  in  some  respects  imperfect,  and  the  proceedings  in  the 
local  office  irregular;  but  I  think  enough  can  be  gleaned  therefrom  to 
correctly  determine  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  law  involved  therein.  The  facts  as  I  gather  them,  are  as 
follows : 

On  the  11th  of  September,  1886,  said  Zook  made  homestead  entry  for 
the  NW.  i  of  the  SB.^,  the  NE.  J  of  the  SW.  J,  the  SB.  J  of  the  NW.  i 
and  the  S  W.  J  of  the  NB.  J,  Sec.  5,  T.  2  N.,  R.  52  W.,  Denver,  Colorado. 
On  the  same  day  T.  B.  Stuart  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  N.  J 
of  the  NB.  J  and  the  NB.  J  of  the  N W.  J  of  the  same  section. 

September  15,  1886,  Mary  J.  Etnier  applied  to  file  her  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  for  the  NE.  J  of  the  S W.  J  the  E.  J  of  the  NW.  J 
and  the  NW.  J  of  the  NB.  J  of  the  same  sefction,  alleging  settlement 
thereon  August  11, 1886. 

Four  years  prior  to  these  proceedings,  namely :  August  21, 1882, 
said  lands  had  been  reserved  for  artesian  well  purposes,  but  on  July 
31, 1886,  the  order  of  reservation  was  revoked,  and  the  land  opened  to 
settlement  and  entry  September  11,  1886. 
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When  Ktnier  applied  to  file  her  said  declaratory  statement,  she 
entered  into  an  agreement  in  writing  with  Zook,  whereby  the  question 
of  her  right  to  file  for  said  tract  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  register 
and  receiver  for  their  determination  upon  affidavits  and  such  other  evi- 
dence as  they  might  present  on  or  before  September  22,  1886.  This 
agreement  was  signed  by  Leon  F.  Moss,  as  attorney  for  Etnier,  and  T. 
B.  Stuart,  as  attorney  for  Zook.  The  said  Stuart,  although  not  a  party 
to  the  record,  has  filed  herein  an  agreement  signed  by  himself  and 
Etiiier  that  his  rights  shall  be  determined  l»y  this  controversy. 

November  10, 1886,  the  local  officers  rendered  their  decision  thereon, 
in  which  they  say :  '^  We  sustain  the  entries  now  of  record,  and  reject 
the  pre  emption  filing  ofi'ered  by  Mary  J.  Etnier." 

She  appealed,  and  on  March  21,  1887,  your  office,  by  its  letter  "  G," 
instructed  the  register  and  receiver  to  allow  her  declaratory  statement 
to  be  filed  as  of  date  of  presentation,  September  15,  1886. 

May  30, 1887,  Zook  ofTered  final  proof  (commutation)  when  Etnier 
protested  against  its  allowance,  alleging  prioi;  rights  in  herself  by  reason 
of  her  acts  of  settlement,  impro\'ements,  residence,  etc.,  and  asked  for 
a  hearing  thereon  and  that  such  hearing  be  had  before  a  judge  of  the 
county  court  of  Washington  county,  the  county  in  which  the  land  was 
situated,  alleging  as  a  reason  therefor  that  nearly  all  the  witnesses  for 
herself  and  Zook  resided  in  or  near  Akron,  in  said  county,  which  was 
more  than  a  hundred  miles  from  the  local  office.  This  application  was 
denied,  and  the  protest  overruled,  Zook's  proof  accepted,  and  he  was 
allowed  to  make  cash  entry  No.  7077  for  the  land  embraced  in  his 
homestead  entry. 

This  decision  was  rendered  by  the  receiver  during  the  absence  (on 
leave)  of  the  register.  On  his  return,  the  register  also  rendered  a  sep- 
arate opinion,  in  which  he  concurred  in  that  of  the  receiver. 

Etnier  appealed  separately  from  both  these  decisions. 

May  7, 1888,  your  office  by  its  letter  "  H,''  suspended  Zook's  cash 
entry  and  ordered  a  hearing  on  the  protest,  at  a  time  and  place  most 
convenient  for  the  parties  concerned. 

August  1, 1888,  Zook  moved  for  a  review  of  the  Commissioner's  de- 
cision ordering  a  hearing,  as  above.  This  motion  was  overruled  by  the 
Commissioner's  letter  "  H  "  ot  October  12, 1888. 

After  taking  depositions  before  several  officers  in  different  States, 
the  register  and  receiver,  on  March  5,  1889,  rendered  the  joiut  decision, 
stating  that /^  upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  testimony  which  has 
been  submitted,  we  find  no  re<ason  to  change  our  opinion  as  to  th^  pri- 
ority of  right  of  Mr.  Zook,  or  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof 

We  therefore  sustain  the  entry  of  Mr.  Zook."  Etnier  appealed  from 
this  decision,  and  your  office,  by  its  letter  of  June  8, 1889,  reversed  the 
judgment  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  Zook's  homestead  and  cash  en- 
tries for  cancellation  as  to  that  part  of  the  land  embraced  in  the  declara- 
tory statement  of  Etnier.  From  this  decision  Zook  now  appeals  to  this 
Department. 
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From  this  abstract  of  the  record,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  land  in  dis- 
pute between  Zo9k  and  Etnier  is  the  Ifl^E.  J  of  the  S  W.  J  and  the  8E.  J 
of  the  NW.  J  of  said  section  5,  while  the  NE.  J  of  the  N  W.  J  and  the 
!NW.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  said  section  embraced  iu  Etnier's  declaratory 
statement,  is  claidied  by  Stuart  under  his  timber  culture  entry,  whose 
rights  are  dependent  upon  the  result  of  this  case,  as  per  agreement 
heretofore  mentioned. 

The  homestead  entry  of  Zook  being  the  first  claim  of  record  after  the 
land  was  opened  to  entry,  reserved  the  tract  covered  thereby  from 
other  entries  or  filings,  while  the  same  remained  uncanceled.  The  de- 
claratory statement  of  Etnier,  however,  alleged  settlement  prior  to  the 
said  entry,  which  allegation  in  eiiect  charges^  that  the  entry  of  Zook 
was  improperly  allowed,  because  of  such  settlement.  A  hearing  was 
therefore  properly  allowed  to  determine  the  respective  rights  of  the 
parties.  (James  A.  Forward,  8  L.  D.,  528 ;  James  et  al.  v,  Nolan,  5  L. 
D.,  526.) 

The  alleged  settlement  of  Etnier  was  ma<le  while  the  land  was  not 
subject  to  entry,  it  having  been  reserved  for  artesian  well  purposes, 
and,  although  such  reservation  had  been  discontinued  in  July  of  the 
same  year,  it  was  not  opened  to  entry  until  September  llth.  While 
she  could  not  acquire  any  rights  as  against  the  government  by  her  acts 
of  settlement  while  the  land  was  so  reserved,  yet,  as  between  herself 
and  another  claimant,  priority  of  settlement  was  properly  considered. 
(Geer  v.  Farrington,  4  L.  D,,  410 ;  Tarr  v.  Burnham,  0  L.  D.,  709 ; 
Eothwell  V,  Crockett,  9  L.  D.,  89.) 

On  the  hearing  ordered  for  this  purpose  the  register  and  receiver 
rendered  a  decision,  in  which  they  sustained  "the entries  now  of  rec- 
ord "  and  rejected  the  pre-emption  filing  of  Etnier. 

The  reasons  npon  which  this  judgment  is  based  do  not  appear  in  the 
decision,  except  that  it  was  rendered  "upon  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence and  agreement  submitted."  The  "  agreement  ^  referred  to'  is  the 
one  heretofore  noted,  which  provided  that  the  evidence  should  be  sub- 
mitted on  or  before  September  22,  1886. 

On  appeal  by  Etnier  to  your  office,  it  reversed  the  judgment  of  the 
register  and  receiver  and  returned  her  declaratory  statement,  with  di- 
rections that  it  should  be  allowed.  This,  in  effect,  wasa  judgment  can- 
celing the  entries  of  Zook  and  Stuart,  so  far  as  they  conflicted  with  her 
filing,  for  it  could  not  be  allowed  while  the  land  embraced  therein  was 
covered  by  their  entries.    Grove  v.  Crooks,  7  L.  D.,  140. 

Eat  an  examination  of  your  decision  shows  that  it  was  not  designed 
to  determine  the  rights  of  the  parties,  because  it  says  *'  these  matters 
(acts  of* settlement)  might  be  considered  in  determining  the  respective 
rights  of  the  parties,  should  either  offer  proof,  or  contest  be  regularly 
initiated  against  either  of  the  several  claims."  The  error  was  in  hold- 
ing that  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  which  alleged  settlement 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  455 

prior  to  the  date  of  an  entry  of  record  shonld  have  been  allowed  with- 
oat  a  hearing  in  rapport  of  such  allegation  of  prior  settlement. 

No  appeal  was  taken  by  Zook  from  this  judgment,  but  on  May  30, 
1887,  he  offered  final  proof  on  his  homestead  entry  and  asked  to  have 
it  commuted  to  cash.  Zook  failing  to  appeal  from  this  decision,  he 
must  be  considered  as  acquiescing  therein.  In  fact,  the  record  shows 
that  both  parties  followed  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  decision, 
Zook  in  offering  proof,  and  Etnier  in  protesting  against  its  acceptance 
on  the  ground  of  her  superior  rights. 

Although  these  proceedings  were  irregular  and  unnecessarily  compli- 
cated, yet,  as  all  parties  have  acquiesced  therein,  and  as  their  rights 
may  be  investigated  and  adjusted  on  the  evidence  and  record  now 
before  me,  these,  errors  will  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
judgment  on  the  merits  ot  the  controversy. 

The  only  question  remaining  to  be  considered  then  is  as  to  which  has 
the  prior  right  to  the  land  under  the  evidence  submitted:  Zook  or 
Etnier. 

book's  entry  consists  of  the  four  forties  that  corner  at  the  center  of 
section  5.  Etnier  lays  no  claim  to  the  two  eastern  subdivisions  of  his 
entry,  but  disputes  his  right  to  the  NE.  J  of  the  8W.  J  and  the  SE.  J 
of  the  N  W.  i  of  section  6. 

The  evidence  shows  that  on  August  11, 1886,  a  month  before  the  land 
was  opened  to  entry,  each  of  these  parties  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
house  on  this  land.  Mrs.  Etnier  built  her  house  on  the  NE.  i  of  the 
SW.  ^  and  Zook  on  the  NW.  Jof  the  SE.  J  of  said  section,  the  latter  subdi- 
vision, on  which  Zook  built  his  house,  is  not  claimed  by  Etnier.  Etnier 
has  lived  in  her  house  continuously  ever  since  its  completion,  about  the 
12th  or  13th  of  August,  lSi6,  She  is  a  widow,  having  one  son  about 
twelve  years  of  age  living  with  her.  Zook  is  a  married  man,  and 
while  he  claims  to  have  made  his  residence  in  his  house  on  the  land  ever 
since  its  erection,  his  wife  had  never  resided  there  up  to  the  time  of  the 
hearing,  and  his  residence  consisted  of  staying  there  all  the  time  when 
not  necessarily  away  attending  to  his  business  of  a  roadmaster  for  a 
railroad  which  ran  through  Akron,  a  town  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the 
land.  He  explains  his  wife's  absence  from  the  land  as  due  to  the  deli* 
cate  condition  of  her  health,  yet  heclaims  that  his  house  is  comfortable, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  showing  that  the  climate  is  unhealthy.  Mrs. 
Etnier,  however,  does  not  endeavor  directly  to  impeach  his  residencei 
but  claims  that,  granting  his  continuous  residence,  he  acquired  no 
right  thereby  to  the  subdivision  on  which  she  resided,  nor  the  other 
one  in  dispute,  which  lies  immediately  north  of  it. 

The  act  of  settlement  by  Zook  upon  which  he  bases  his  right  to  the 
two  quarter  sections  in  dispute  was  in  having  them  surveyed,  and  two 
furrows  plowed  around  them  on  August  11th,  the  day  on  which  Etnier 
alleges  her  settlement.  She,  on  her  part  claims  that  a  few  hours  pre- 
vious to  these  acts  by  Zook  she  had  her  land  surveyed,  and  had  thrown 
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up  sod  mounds  on  the  boundaries  of  her  claim.  While  these  acts  were 
nearly  simultaneous,  a  careful  examin^^tion  of  all  the  evidence,  includ- 
ing the  depositions  and  affidavits,  will,  I  think,  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  she  was  first  to  establish  her  boundaries.  One  witness  for  Zook 
(Lewis  Yookland)  statei«  in  his  affidavit  that  when  he  plowed  around 
Etnier's  claim  (12th  of  August)  he  found  sod  mounds  that  had  beeo 
thrown  up  as  a  guide  to  follow  in  his  plowing ;  that  these  mounds  were 
not  found  where  Zook  had  plowed  (probably  the  day  before)  on  the 
boundaries  of  his  claim,  where  the  same  also  bounded  the  Etnier  claim, 
which  may  indicate  that  Zook  had  plowed  over  the  sod  marks  which 
had  been  placed  there  by  Etnier  previous  to  his  plowing. 

James  Irwin,  another  of  Zook's  witnesses  and  the  one  who  plowed 
the  two  furrows  on  the  llth  of  August,  says  that  when  be  was  plow- 
ing around  Zook's  claim,  he  came  upon  Mr.  Vance  and  some  other  meu 
surveying,  and  that  they  removed  their  compass  to  let  him  pass.  Vance 
was  the  man  who  surveyed  for  Etnier,  and  who  testifies  that  k^s  survey 
was  previous  to  that  of  Zook. 

The  survey  and  the  plowing  of  Zook  were  done  at  the  same  time,  the 
plow  following  along  with  the  surveying  party,  while  Mrs.  Etnier's 
plowing  was  not  done  till  the  day  after  she  had  surveyed  her  land 
and  thrown  up  sod  marks  to  indicate  the  boundaries  and  guide  the 
plowman.  There  is  an  efibrt  on  the  part  of  Zook  to  show  that  Mrs. 
Etnier  could  not  have  been  on  her  laud  prior  to  August  12.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  he  has  successfully  impeached  her  testimony  in 
this  behalf.  I  concur  therefore  with  the  decision  of  your  office  in  find- 
ing that  the  evidence  shows  that  Etnier's  settlement  was  prior  to  that 
of  Zook. 

During  the  pendency  of  the  appeal  in  this  case,  namely :  June  20, 
1889,  Etnier  applied  to  make  final  proof  on  her  pre-emption  filing, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  because  a  part  of  the  same  was 
covered  by  the  cash  entry  of  Zook.  Her  application  was  properly  re- 
jected because  of  the  pendency  of  this  appeal,  the  decision  of  which  is 
necessary  to  determine  her  rights  in  the  premises. 

The  pre-emption  filing  of  Mary  J.  Etnier  will  be  allowed,  and  so 
much  of  the  homestead  and  cash  entries  of  Zook  and  timber  culture 
entry  of  Stuart  as  is  embraced  in  her  said  filing  will  be  canceled,  and 
she  will  be  allowed  to  submit  her  final  proof  on  due  publication  of  notice. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 
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MINING  CLAIM— PUBLICATION— EQUITABLE  ACTION. 

Oro  Placer  Claim. 

The  pnblication  of  an  application  for  mineral  patent,  in  a  weekly  paper,  requires  ten 
insertions,  bnt  where  the  proof  shows  that  such  publication  was  made  under  a 
former  practice  that  recognized  nine  insertions  as  sufficient,  the  entry  may  be 
equitably  confirmed  in  the  absence  of  an  adverse  claim. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

Ojjwe,  November  20, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  heirs  of  Walter  Willey,  applicants 
for  patent  for  the  Oro  placer  mine,  mineral  entry  No.  1088,  Sacramento, 
California,  laud  district,  from  your  office  decision  of  November  27, 1888, 
holding  said  entry  for  cancellation. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1873,  O.  O.  Spauld- 
ing,  James  Abram,  and  O.  S.  Strobel  made  application  for  a  patent  for 
said  mine.  On  the  second  day  of  April,  187t'3,  notice  was  given  of  said 
application.  The  evidence  shows  that  on  the  25th  day  of  September^ 
1879,  Walter  Willey  became  the  sole  owner  of  said  mine. 

December  19, 1885,  a  deputy  mineral  sur\'eyor  made  his  report  on 
the  mine,  showing  the  survey  and  proper  requisites  of  a  placer  mine^ 
as  well  as  the  working  and  improving  of  the  claim  at  an  expense  of  not 
less  than  t«n  thousand  dollars  by  claimants  and  their  grantors.  On  the 
21st  of  December,  1885,  John  Abram,  J.  S.  Bickford  and  E.  D.  Hurd 
filed  sworn  statements,  corroborating  the  fact  stated  by  the  deputy 
mineral  surveyor.  Abram  is  shown  to  be  the  executor  of  the  estate  of 
Walter  Willey,  including  the  Oro  placer  mine,  and  as  such  ap[)lied  for 
patent. 

On  the  21st  day  of  January,  1886,  the  local  officers  accepted  the  proof, 
received  payment,  and  issued  final  certificate,  and  on  the  same  day 
transmitted  the  evidence  to  your  office.  On  March  1, 1888,  your  office 
notified  the  register  and  receiver  that  the  evidence  of  publication  fails 
to  show  that  the  notice  of  application  for  patent  was  published  for  the 
fall  statutory  period,  the  affidavit  showing  that  said  notice  was  pub- 
lished from  April  5,  1873,  to  and  including  May  31,  1873,  and  in  case 
the  notice  was  actually  published  for  the  statutory  period,  proper  evi- 
dence thereof  must  be  furnished.  On  March  23,  1888,  they  trans- 
mitted to  this  office  the  affidavit  of  Walter  B.  Lyon,  made  March  22, 
which  shows  that  during  the  year  1873  he  was  the  business  manager  and 
as  such  had  charge  of  the  ^'Placer  Argus,"  a  weekly  newspaper 
published  in  Auburn,  Placer  county,  California;  that  notice  of  the  ap- 
plication of  Abrams  et  al  for  the  Oro  Placer  Mine  was  published  in 
each  weekly  issue  of  said  newspaper,  commencing  April  5,  1873,  and 
ending  June  6, 1873,  which  affidavit  appears  to  be  in  the  handwriting 
of  said  Lyon.  On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1888,.  the  local  officers  trans- 
mitted to  your  office  the  corroborated  affidavit  of  Walter  Croft  et  al. 
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asking  for  a  hearing  with  a  view  to  the  cancellation  of  said  entry.  On 
the  2Cth  day  of  M}»y,  1888,  your  office  denied  the  petition  for  a  hearing, 
and  directed  the  local  officers  to  notify  the  parties  and  report  at  the 
expiration  of  thirty  days.  On  the  2l8t  day  of  July,  1888,  you  notified 
the  register  and  receiver  that  no  response  to  your  letter  of  May  26th 
had  been  received,  and  directed  a  prompt  report  as  to  what  action,  if 
any,  had  been  taken  on  said  letter.  On  the  second  day  of  August,  1888, 
they  transmitted  to  your  office  an  a[)peal  of  Walter  Croft  et  al.  from 
your  said  decision  of  May  26,  1888.  On  the  24th  day  of  August,  1888, 
you  decided  that  Walter  Croft  et  ah  appear  in  this  case  only  as  pro- 
testants,  and  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  an  appeal,  and  declined  to 
forward  the  same. 

There  was  forwarded  with  said  appeal  an  affidavit  of  J.  M.  Fulweiler, 
in  which  he  alleges  that  in  the  mouth  of  November,  1885,  he  examined  the 
files  of  the  local  land  office  and  the  only  affidavit  of  publication  of  the 
application  for  said  Oro  placer  mine  was  one  made  by  Walter  B.  Lyon, 
and  that  said  affidavit  contained  the  statement  that  said  notice  had  only 
been  published  from  April  5th  to  and  including  May  31,  1873;  that 
any  affidavit  subsequently  made  by  W.  B.  Lyon  in  said  application 
for  x)atent,  shoi^ing  any  publication  of  said  notice  for  patent  after  May 
31, 1873,  does  not  state  the  truth,  was  false,  and  fraudulently  procured, 
as  affiant  believes,  from  said  Waiter  B.  Lyon. 

In  view  of  these  charges  your  office  required  corroborative  proof. 
Thereupon,  there  was  filed  in  your  office,  on  the  12th  day  of  November, 
1888,  an  affidavit  of  Walter  B.  Lyon,  sworn  to  on  the  26th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1888,  in  which  he  states  generally,  that  the  notice  of  application 
for  patent  was  published  first  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  in  each  subse- 
quent issue  of  the  "  Placer  Argus,"  a  weekly  newspaper,  until  and  in- 
cluding the  31st  day  of  May,  1873;  that  he  was  the  managing  editor  of 
the  paper  at  the  time;  that  immediately  after  the  31st  of  May,  1873,  he 
made  out  in  proper  form  proof  under  oath,  according  to  the  fact,  and  for- 
warded the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  land  office  at  Sacramento.  Not  long 
thereafter  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  paper,  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  past  has  been  living  and  doiug  business  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  California;  that  the  matter  of  the  publication  of  the  notice 
of  said  appplication  had  passed  almost  out  of  his  mind ;  that  in  the 
month  of  December,  1885,  or  January,  1886,  one  William  Muir,  ''came 
to  me  and  stated  to  me  that  there  had  been  a  slight  and  technical 
mistake  made  by  me  in  my  affidavit  and  proof  of  said  publication  ;"  and 
^*  that  he  had  with  him  a  corrected  and  proper  proof  of  the  said  pub- 
lication, that  he  wished  1  would  sign  and  swear  to,  in  order  that  they 
might  correct  the  proof  thereof.  I  asked  him  whether  it  was  according 
to  the  facts,  and  he  stated  to  me  that  it  was,  and  desiring  to  accommodate 
him  and  fully  relying  upon  his  representations  as  to  the  truth  of  its 
contents,  I  signed  and  took  oath  to  the  same,  without  careful  exami- 
nation thereof;  that  since  the  making  of  the  said  last  mentioned  proof 
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of  pablication  of  the  said  notice,  I  have  caused  the  files  of  the  said 
newspaper  to  be  carefully  examined,  and  find  that  the  said  notice  of 
application  for  patent  to  said  Oro  Placer  Mine  was  only  printed  and 
published  in  the  said  Placer  Argus  on  the  5th,  12th,  19tb,  and  26th  days 
of  April,  and  the  3rd,  10th,  17th,  24th  and  31st  days  of  May,  1873,  and 
not  more,  and  that  if  the  said  affidavit  or  proof  of  said  publication  as 
made  by  me  at  the  request  of  the  said  William  Muir  shows  a  publica- 
tion thereof  in  said  newspaper  after  the  31st  day  of  May,  1873,  such 
statement  therein  is  not  true  and  the  same  was  made  by  me  under  a 
misapprehension  of  the  facts  as  aforesaid." 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  1888,  your  office  held  the  entry  for 
cancellation. 

From  your  judgment  the  heirs  of  Walter  Willey  appeal.  There  is  ' 
no  adverse  claim  involved,  and  the  only  irregularity  suggested  is  that 
the  notice  of  application  was  only  published  for  nine  weeks.  The  stat- 
ute (act  of  May  10, 1872),  Revised  Stat.,  Sec.  2325,  requires  the  register 
to  publish  notice  of  the  application  for  sixtj'  days  and  also  to  post  such 
notice  in  his  office.  The  statute  is  silent  as  to  how  or  by  whom  the  proof 
of  this  publication  and  posting  shall  be  made.  The  regulations  while 
requiring  the  register  to  certify  as  to  the  posting  of  the  notice,  do  not 
specify  who  shall  make  proof  of  the  publication  thereof.  The  mining 
circular  issued  June  10,  1872,  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act 
under  which  these  proceedings  are  taken,  does  not  specify  the  number 
of  insertions  required,  but  in  the  case  of  McMurdy  et  al,  v,  Streeter  et  al, 
(1  C.  L.  O.,  34)  decided  April  30,  1874,  it  was  held  that  ten  insertions 
are  required  where  the  notice  is  published  in  a  weekly  newspaper,  and 
this  ruling  has  since  been  followed.  Prior  to  the  decision  of  McMurdy 
V.  Streeter,  supra^  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Land  Department  to  accept 
evidence  of  publication  for  nine  weeks  as  sufficient.  In  Miner  v.  Mariott 
(2  L.  D.,  709),  it  is  said,  "  The  rule  of  this  decision  should  not  operate 
to  interfere  with  or  take  away  any  rights  acquired  under  the  law  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  construed  by  your  office.  Though  such  construction 
is,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  erroneous,  such  fact  does  not  render  illegal 
any  acts  which  have  been  performed  in  accordance  with  and  pursuant 
to  that  construction  or  interpretation.  Until  a  rule  is  changed  it  has 
the  force  of  law,  and  acts  done  under  it  while  it  is  in  force  must  be  re- 
garded as  legal." 

In  Becker  v.  Sears  (1  L.  D.,  675),  it  is  in  effect  held  that  as  the  duty 
of  publication  is  put  by  statute  upon  the  register,  the  claimant  should 
not  be  made  to  suffer  from  an  insufficient  compliance  in  that  respect 
(nine  insertions)  where  no  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  others  is  shown. 

In  the  caseof  theMimbres  Mining  Company  (8  L.  D.,  457),  it  is  held 
that  if  the  published  notice  is  not  as  explicit  as  the  notice  posted  on 
the  claim,  such  defect  is  properly  chargeable  to  the  register,  and  may 
be  cured  by  a  reference  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication.  Under 
the  facts  as  developed  in  this  case,  the  burden  should  not  be  put  upon  i 
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the  claimant  at  this  late  day  of  proving  affirmatively  that  the  register 
properly  discharged  his  duty,  when  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  such 
conclusion.  Conceding  that  but  nine  insertions  were  made,  the  entry 
should  not  be  disturbed  but  referred  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudi- 
cation for  its  action  which  is  accordingly  done.  The  decision  of  your 
office  is  modified  accordingly. 


TIMBER  CULTUllB  CONTEST    COMPLTAXCE  WITH  LAW. 

Grengs  V.  Wells. 

The  breaking  done  by  a  former  occnpaut  of  the  land  innres  to  the  benefit  of  a  tim- 
ber culture  entryman,  if  it  is  properly  utilized. 

Planting  trees  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  law  is  compliance  with  its  requirements, 
so  far  as  time  is  of  the  essence  of  the  matter,  provided  the  laud  has  been  broken, 
cultivated,  and  properly  prepared. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  20,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Nicholas  Grengs  v.  Perry  G.  Wells  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  yonr  decision  of  May  2,  1889,  canceling  his 
timber  culture  entry  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  8,  T.  114,  R.  43,  Marshall, 
Minnesota  land  district. 

On  December  31,  1883,  Wells  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this  land, 
and  on  April  21, 1837  Grengs  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same 
alleging  that — 

Perry  G.  Wells  has  failed  to  plant  and  cultivate  to  trees,  tree  seeds,  nuts  or  cat- 
tin;!^  the  five  acres  required  by  law  to  be  planted  the  third  year  after  his  said  entry, 
and  that  said  failure  still  exists. 

Hearing  thereon  was  set  for  June  7th  following,  and  personal  service 
of  notice  of  same  was  made  on  contescee  on  April  25,  1887.  On  the 
day  of  hearing  contestee  hied  an  affidavit  for  a  continuance,  averring 
the  absence  of  two  material  witnesses,  which  affidavit  was  in  substan- 
tial compliance  with  Rule  20,  Rules  of  Practice.  The  same  was  disal- 
lowed and  the  hearing  proceeded.  Upon  the  testimony  introduced  the 
local  officers  recommended  that  the  entry  be  canceled.  From  this  de- 
cision the  en  try  man  appealed,  and  your  office  on  May  2, 1889,  affirmed 
said  decision  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  from  which  he  ap- 
pealed to  this  Department. 

The  contestant  testified  in  the  case  and  introduced  as  witnesses  his 
brothers  George  and  Frank  Grengs  and  one  Franz  Antony.  Antony 
knew  but  little  about  the  case.  The  testimony  of  the  other  witnesses 
tended  to  show  that  no  trees  or  seeds  were  planted  in  1886,  the  third 
year  of  entry,  and  they  say  they  could  find  no  trees  on  the  land  in  1886. 

The  entryman  was  sworn  in  his  own  behalf  and  he  was  asked  how 
many  acres  he  plowed  on  the  land  in  contest  in  1884.    Objection  was 
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made  to  this  question.  The  objection  was  sustained,  and  exceptions 
noted.  The  attorney  for  contestee  stated  '^  that  he  expected  to  prove 
and  show  by  the  witnesses  that  in  the  spring  of  1884  he  (the  entryman) 
plowed  twenty  or  twenty-five  acres  on  the  land  in  contest  that  had  been 
previously  plowed  and  cropped  ;  that  the  ground  was  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation  ....  that  he  put  it  in  crop  ....  that  after 
harvest  he  had  a  part  of  the  land  that  had  been  cropped  plowed  ^  etc. 

This  was  the  first  year  after  entry;  what  he  did  to  prepare  the  land 
for  trees  was  competent,  as.reflecting  on  his  compliance  with  law  and  on 
his  good  faith.  Not  only  so,  but  the  breaking  done  by  a  former  occu- 
pant inures  to  the  benefit  of  a  timber  culture  entryman  if  it  is  properly 
atilized.    See  McKenzie  v.  Killgore  (10  L.  D.,  322). 

This  entryman  had  a  right  therefore  to  show  that  some  land  bad  been 
previously  broken  and  cultivated  in  the  tract  and  that  he  had  utilized 
it.  It  was  error  to  rule  out  this  testimony.  Following  this  the  witness 
was  asked  what  work  he  did  on  the  land  in  contest  in  the  spring  of 
1885.  To  this  objection  was  interposed.  The  objection  was  sustained 
and  exceptions  noted.  The  attorney  stated  that  he  expected  to  show 
and  prove  by  this  witness  that  in  the  spring  of  1885  he  (the  entryman) 
had  plowed,  dragged,  marked  and  planted  to  tree  seeds,  of , maple,  box 
elder  and  elm,  over  five  acres  of  the  land  in  controversy,  and  that  he 
had  cultivated  twenty-five  acres  of  the  land  in  crops  during  that  season. 
The  register  held  that  what  he  did  this,  the  second  year,  was  not  in 
issue.  This  ruling  was  clearly  erroneous.  This  evidence  was  competent 
and  material  as  tending  to  show  a  compliance  with  the  law. 

Planting  trees  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  law  is  compliance  with  its 
requirements  so  far  as  time  is  of  the  essence  of  the  matter,  provided 
the  land  has  been  broken  and  cultivated,  and  thus  reclaimed  from  its 
wild  state. 

A  number  of  other  material  questions  were  asked,  calling  for  testi- 
mony entirely  competent  and  relevant  to  the  issue  as  showing  com- 
pliance with  law  and  as  reflecting  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  entryman  ; 
but  they  were  not  permitted  to  be  answered,  and  the  error  does  not 
stop  with  the  rejection  of  the  testimony,  but  the  register  excluded  it 
from  the  record  in  violation  of  rule  41,  Eules  of  Practice,  it  not  being 
**  obviously  irrelevant."  It  may  be  that  this  entryman  had  not  complied 
with  the  law,  but  the  proceedings  before  the  register  and  receiv^er  show 
such  disregard  of  the  rules  of  evidence,  rules  of  practice,  and  the  de- 
partmental regulations,  that  I  can  not  uphold  their  judgment. 

Your  office  decision  affirming  their  action  is  therefore  reversed,  the 
case  will  be  returned  to  the  local  office  for  a  hearing,  de  novo  in  accord- 
ance with  law. 
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SPECIAL  AGENT'S  BEPORT-^MINERAL  LAND— ACT  OF  JUNE    15,  1880. 

John  E.  Williams. 

The  admission  of  the  entryman  that  the  facts  as  stated  ia  a  special  agent's  report 
are  true^  does  not  extend  to  a  conclasion  of  said  agent  contained  therein. 

The  proximity  of  land  to  coal  veins  will  not  warrant  the  conclnsion  that  it  is  miaeral 

in  character,  where  it  is  not  returned  as  such,  and  its  mineral  character  is  not 

made  to  appear  as  a  present  fact. 
The  failure  uf  a  homesteader  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  settlement  and 

residence  does  not  affect  his  right  to  purchase  the  land  under  section  2,  act  of 

June  15,  18^0. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  20,  1890. 

This  record  involves  the  validity  of  cash  entry  No.  16,995,  made  by 
John  E.  Williams  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880, 
21  Stats.,  237,  for  the  NE.  J  Sec.  32,  T.  16  S.,  E.  5  W.,  Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

He  made  original  homestead  entry  January  27,  1874,  and  the  entry 
in  question  on  June  22, 1881. 

On  September  17,  1887,  Special  Agent  Griffin  of  your  office,  reported 
that  in  connection  with  adjoining  land  where  he  has  lived  for  twenty 
years,  Williams  cultivated  some  four  acres  of  the  tract  involved,  that 
he  has  made  no  further  improvements  nor  settled  or  resided  thereon, 
that  'Marge  veins  of  coal  have  been  developed  in  near  vicinity"  and 
that  the  same  is  ''  mineral  land  but  there  are  no  out-croppings." 

On  November  19, 1887,  your  office  held  said  cash  entry  for  cancella- 
tion and  allowed  Williams  sixty  days  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show 
cause  why  the  same  should  be  sustained.  On  May  11, 1888,  such  hear- 
ing was,  upon  his  application,  ordered  by  your  office.  Pending  the 
hearing  thus  ordered,  on  August  4, 1888,  he  filed  a  petition  in  your  of- 
fice wherein  he  set  out  that  he  accepted  the  said  special  agent's  report 
^'as  a  true  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case"  and  that  he  relied  upon 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  supra^  to  sustain  his  en- 
try, and  asked  that  your  office  decision  of  November  19, 1887,  be  set 
aside  and  the  entr3^  passed  to  patent. 

On  December  19, 18s8,  your  office  revoked  said  ordet  for  hearing  and 
held  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

This  decision  on  motion  by  Williams  for  reconsideration,  was  on 
April  11,  1889,  adhered  to  by  your  office.  He  appealed  from  the  order 
of  cancellation  to  this  department.  Your  office  found  that  in  allowing 
the  facts  as  stated  by  the  special  agent,  Williams  sklmitted  that  his 
original  entry  was  made  without  intention  of  settlement  and  that  such 
entry  being  consequently  fran<luleut,  it  could  not,  under  the  ruling  in 
the  case  of  J.  S.  Cone,  7  L  D.,  94,  constitute  a  basis  of  purchase  under 
the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  supra. 


DECISIONS    KKLATING    TO    THE    PVIMAC    LANDS.  463 

This  conclasioQ  is  not  sastained  by  the  record.  In  his  said  report 
Special  Agent  Griffin  in  reply  to  the  question  (14)  "  Was  the  fraud  wil- 
ful t ''  says :  "  It  is  evident  that  the  entryman  never  intended  to  settle 
on  the  land."  This  being  simply  a  conclusion  by  the  agent,  could  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  Williams'  admission,  which  obviously  related 
only  to  the  tacus.  Moreover  such  conclusion  is  expressly  controverted 
by  his  original  homestead  affidavit  and  by  his  sworn  statements  in  sup- 
port of  the  said  motion  for  reconsideration. 

The  tract  involved,  as  I  am  advised  by  ^our  office,  does  not  appear 
on  the  mineral  list  and  as  further  shown  by  the  record,  Special  Agent 
Harrison  on  May  31,  and  October  13,  1883,  and  Special  Agent  Toole  on 
September  12,  1887,  reported  to  the  effect  tliac  it  is  uon  mineral.  Fur- 
thermore, it  is  not  shown  by  the  said  Special  Agent  Griffin  to  be  ^'  as  a 
present  foct"  valuable  for  coal  or  other  mineral. 

As  the  land  in  question  had  not  been  returned  as  mineral  the  record 
shows  that  it  was  properly  subject  to  homestead  entry  at  the  time  of 
Williams'  original  and  also  at  the  time  of  his  cash  entry.  Consequently 
it  appears  that  said  original  entry  was  valid  at  its  inception  and  in  this 
respect  the  case  at  bar  differs  from  that  of  J.  S.  Cone,  supra.  No  ad- 
verse claim  has  intervened  and  the  failure  of  Williams  to  comply  with 
the  homestead  law  with  regard  to  settlement  and  residence,  could  not 
affect  bis  right  to  purchase  under  the  a<it  referred  to.  Geo.  E.  Sanford 
(5  L.  D.,  535).  See  also  Campbell  v.  Kelly  (8  L.  D.,  75) ;  Chapman  v. 
Patterson  (10  L.  D.,  129). 

The  entry  in  question  will,  accordingly,  remain  intact. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


BBS  JCDICATA    PRIVATE  CLAJM -HOMESTEAD  OCCCPANCY. 

Brady  v.  Central  Pacific  E.  R.  Co. 

The  fiual  adyerse  deoisioa  of  the  Department  precludes  favorable  coasideration  of  a 
sabseqnent  application  of  the  same  party  raisin;;  the  question  involved  in  the 
former  action. 

A  Mexican  grant  of  quantity,  within  a  tract  of  larger  area,  is  a  float,  and  the  lands 
within  such  larger  area  are  subject  to  the  operation  of  a  railroad  grant,  at  the 
date  it  becomes  effective,  except  as  to  the  quantity  that  may  be  actually  required 
to  satisfy  the  float. 

An  allegation  that  land  is  excepted  from  a  raUroad  grant  by  reason  of  a  settlement 
claim,  is  not  established  by  a  showing  that  said  tract  was  included  within  a 
large  body  of  land  improved  and  occupied  as  a  whole  for  the  purposes  of  a  cattle 
ranch. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  November 

21,  1890. 

The  land  ia  controversy  embraces  lots  1,  8,  9, 10,  and  11  in  Sec.  1,  T. 
2  S.,  R.  3  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  California  and  lies  within  the  twenty  mile 
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limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Oeotral  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  the  line 
of  which  was  definitely  located  opposite  the  tract  in  question  Janaary 
21,  1870. 

In  March  1884  James  Brady  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of 
said  tract,  alleging  that  it  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Moraga 
and  El  Sobrante  Mexican  grants.  This  application  was  finally  rejected 
by  the  Department  December  9,  1886  (58  Lands  and  Eailroads  67), 
holding  that  said  application  was  controlled  by  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  Bees  v.  Central  Pacific  E.  B.  Go.  (5  L.  D.,  62),  the  land  in  both  cases 
being  in  the  same  range  of  townships.  On  April  30,  1887,  he  renewed 
his  application  to  enter  said  laud,  alleging  that  it  was  excepted  from 
the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  for  the  reason  that  it  was  within  the 
claimed  limits  of  the  Moraga  and  El  Sobrante  grants  at  date  of  definite 
location  and  for  the  farther  reason  that  from  1861  to  date  of  application 
the  land  was  claimed,  occupied  and  improved  by  different  claimants — 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  erected  dwellings  and  made  other 
improvements  thereon.  Upon  this  application  a  hearing  was  ordered  to 
determine  the  status  of  the  tract  at  date  of  withdrawal,  January  31, 1865, 
and  of  definite  location,  Janury  21, 1870,  and  upon  the  testimony  taken 
at  such  hearing  the  register  found  that  the  land  was  within  the  exterior 
limits  of  the  Moraga  grant  from  1841  to  August  10,  1878,  when  it  was 
excluded  therefrom  by  official  survey  and  restored  to  the  public  domain, 
and  that  it  was  used,  occupied,  improved  and  claimed  by  successive  set- 
tlers and  claimants — citizens  of  the  United  States — from  1855  to  date  of 
hearing,  and  held  as  private  property.  The  receiver  found  that  it  was 
not  within  the  exerior  limits  of  staid  grant  under  the  ruling  of  the 
Department  in  the  Bees  case,  and  that  the  evidence  did  not  show  the 
occupancy  of  the  land  by  any  settlers  such  as  would  reserve  it  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant  to  the  company. 

From  these  disagreeing  decisions  of  the  local  officers  the  company  and 
Brady  respectively  filed  appeals. 

Your  office  held  that  it  was  unecessary  to  consider  the  question  as  to 
whether  said  land  was  within  the  exterior  limits  of  the  Mexican  grants, 
for  the  reason  that  this  question  had  been  once  adjudicated  and  defi- 
nitely settled  in  the  case  of  Bees  v.  Central  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.,  supra.  As 
to  whether  the  land  was  claimed,  occupied,  and  improved  at  date  of 
withdrawal  and  of  definite  location,  you  held  that  the  evidence  shows 
that  this  tract  was  part  of  a  larger  tract  comprising  over  four  hundred 
acres,  which  was  used  as  a  whole  for  stock  purposes,  that — 

The  land  in  question  was  never  occupied  by  an.y  one  claiming  it  under  any  of  the 
laws  permitting  occupation  or  settlement,  but  only  by  cattle  roaming  at  largo  over 
the  entire  tract,  the  owners  of  which  were  non-residents,  whose  agents  lived  in  a 
house  situated  at  least  half  a  mile  from  the  tracts  applied  for  by  Brady. — 

From  this  decision  Brady  appealed. 

The  question  as  to  whether  this  land  was  embraced  within  this  limits 
of  the  Moraga  or  El  Sobrante  grants  is  not  only  controlled  by  the 
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roling  of  the  Department  in  the  Bees  case,  bat  that  question  was 
directly  adjadicated  adversely  to  this  applicant  by  the  Department  in 
its  decision  of  September  9,  1886,  upon  the  application  of  Brady  to 
enter  this  identical  tract.  Moreover,  it  was  held  in  the  case  of  Ohilds 
f.  Southern  Pacific  K.  E.  Co.  (9  L.  D.,  471),  following:  the  case  of  United 
States  V.  McLaughlin  (127  U.  S.,  428),  that  a  Mexican  grant  of  quan- 
tity, within  a  tract  of  larger  area,  such  as  the  said  Moraga  grant,  was  a 
float,  and  that  the  lands  within  such  larger  area  are  subject  to  the  oper- 
ation of  a  railroad  grant,  except  as  to  the  quantity  actually  required  to 
satisfy  the  float. 

The  only  remaining  question  is  whether  there  was  such  a  claim  exist, 
ing  at  date  of  withdrawal  and  of  definite  location  as  would  except 
it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant.  The  evidence  shows  that  this 
land  was  occupied,  claimed  and  improved  by  various  persons  from  1855 
to  date  of  definite  location,  but  such  occupancy  was  by  persons  who 
claimed  it  as  the  Orass  Valley  Ranch,  and  who  improved  it  and  occu- 
pied it  as  a  ranch  for  grazing  cattle,  not  as  part  of  the  government  land 
which  they  expected  to  enter  under  the  homestead  laws,  but  by  pur- 
chase of  the  right  from  private  parties.  In  fact  there  is  no  testimony 
showing  that  the  identical  land  claimed  by  Brady  was  occupied  by  any 
one  prior  to  definite  location  except  in  connection  with  the  entire  ranch, 
and  none  of  the  improvements  of  the  ranch  were  upon  the  laud  claimed 
by  him  except  the  fence  which  did  not  enclose  that  tract  but  the  entire 
ranch  which  was  under  one  fence.  The  character  of  the  occupancy  of 
this  land  is  shown  by  the  admission  of  the  counsel  for  Brady  in  his 
argument,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  this  land  was  considered  as  being 
embraced  in  a  private  land  grant,  and  the  method  of  settlement  was  by 
taking  up  ranches  and  awaiting  the  adjudication  of  the  claims,  when 
they  hoped  to  get  title  from  the  grant  claimants.    He  says : 

These  ranches  were  in  many  cases  redeemed  from  a  state  of  nature  and  covered 
'A'ith  valnable  improvements.  The  ranch  embracing  the  laud  in  controversy  con- 
tained over  five  hundred  acres,  and  at  one  time  was  held  by  a  number  of  owners.  In 
1871,  the  improvements  thereon  were  extensive  and  as  far  back  as  1860,  acoortling  to 
the  testimony  of  witness  Field,  there  were  on  it  a  dwelling  house  and  three  or  four 
barns  **  holding  cattle  in  the  winter  and  so  forth."  Such  possessory  claims  were 
bought  and  sold,  and  taxed,  and  the  owners  by  reason  of  possession,  occupancy  and 
expenditure  of  money,  had  an  equitable  interest  therein. 

It  is  contended  that  such  claim  and  occupancy  excepted  the  land 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant  under  the  ruling  of  the  Department  in 
the  case  of  Bowman  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.  (7  L.  D.,  238).  But 
in  the  Bowman  case  the  tract  claimed  by  Bowman  did  not  exceed  the 
quantity  of  land  that  could  have  been  claimed  and  entered  under  the 
homestead  law,  and  the  limits  of  the  tract  were  defined  and  part  of  it 
was  under  fence.  In  tiiis  case  the  land  claimed  was  part  of  a  tract  of 
five  hundred  acres  known  as  the  Grass  Valley  Ranch,  and  the  improve- 
ments and  occupancy  of  the  entire  fiv^e  hundred  acres  by  ranchmen, 
2497— VOL  11 30 
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was  uot  such  au  occupancy  of  the  land  by  homestead  settlers  as  would 
except  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 
Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— LOCATION  OF  TERMINAL  LINE. 

Michigan  Land  and  Iron  Company. 

Pending  further  connideration  as  to  the  proper  location,  under  the  forfeiture  act  of 
March  2,  1889,  of  the  western  terminal  line  of  the  grant  in  aid  of  the  Marquette, 
Houghton  and  Ontonagon  R.  R.  Co.,  the  action  heretofore  had  in  said  matter 
will  remain  suspended. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  OommisHioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  November 

24,  1890. 

This  is  a  petition  filed  by  the  Michigan  Land  and  Iron  Company  (lim- 
ited) asking  that  you  be  directed  to  certify  to  this  Department  the  rec- 
ord and  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  application  filed  by  it  for  a 
correction  of  the  terminal  lino  escablished  by  your  office  ander  the  act  of 
March  2, 1889  (25  Stats.,  1008),  of  the  Marquette,  Honghton  and  On- 
tonagon Railroad  at  the  western,  or  L'Anse  end  thereof,  as  constructed 
under  a  grant  to  the  State  made  by  the  actof  Juae3, 1856  (11  Stat.,  21), 
in  that  such  further  action  may  be  had  in  the  premises  as  may  be 
deemed  lawful  and  proper. 

By  said  act  of  March  2, 1889,  all  lands  theretofore  granted  to  said 
State  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1856,  <^  which  are  opposite  to  and  cotermi- 
nous with  the  uncompleted  portion  of  any  railroad,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  w&ich  said  lands  were  granted,  or  applied,"  were  forfeited 
to  the  United  States.  The  Marquette,  Houghton  and  Ontonagon  Bail- 
road  appears  to  be  one  of  the  roads  embraced  within  the  contemplation 
of  said  forfeiture  act. 

The  petition  sets  forth,  among  other  things,  that  shortly  after  the 
passage  of  said  act  you  transmitted  to  the  local  office  certain  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  restoration  to  market  of  the  lands  forfeited  thereby, 
accompanied  by  a  diagram,  or  sketch,  purporting  to  show  the  lands  for- 
feited at  the  western  or  I/Anse  end  of  the  Marquette,  Houghton  and 
Ontonagon  line  of  constructed  road;  that  the  terminal  line  of  constructed 
road  was  thus  established  by  you  as  a  matter  of  ex  parte  routine  busi- 
ness, without  notice  to  the  State,  or  to  any  of  the  parties  interested  in 
the  title  to  the  lands  affected  thereby ;  and  it  is  alleged  that  such  ter- 
minal line  does  not  correctly  designate  the  lands  earned  by  the  location 
and  construction  of  the  road. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  certain  lands  at  the  L'Anse  end  of  said  con- 
structed road,  with  many  others  elsewhere,  were,  in  1860,  conveyed  by 
the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Michigan  in  part  satisfaction  of  said 
grant;  that  the  State  subsequently  conveyed  said  lands  to  the  Mar- 
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qaette,  Hoaghton  and  Outonagon  Railroad  Company,  and  *that  said 
company,  in  1881  conveyed  them  to  the  petitioner — ^the  said  Michigan 
Land  and  Iron  Company  (limited) — for  a  large  money  consideration ; 
that  nnder  the  title  thas  acquired  the  petitioner  con  tinned  in  the  undis- 
turbed possession  and  enjoyment  of  s^iid  lands  from  the  year  I88I  until 
after  the  passage  of  said  forfeiture  act;  that  the  terminal  line  in  ques- 
tion, as  shown  by  the  aforesaid  diagram,  or  sketch,  is  improperly  and 
erroneously  located,  in  that  it  is  drawn  with  reference  to  the  line  of 
constructed  road,  as  the  base  thereof,  whereas  it  should  have  been 
drawn  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  road  as  originally  located  under 
the  grant;  and  that  said  location,  if  allowed  to  stand,  will  result 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  petitioner  in  the  matter  of  the  lands 
thereby  designated  as  having  been  forfeited  by  said  act. 

It  is  further  set  forth  that,  on  April  18, 1890,  the  petitioner,  having 
obtained  knowledge  of  the  transmission  by  you  of  the  diagram,  or 
sketch,  aforesaid,  filed  in  your  office  its  application  for  a  correction  of 
said  terminal  line  so  as  to  conform  to  the  law;  that  by  office  decision  of 
July  17,  1890,  you  declined  to  consider  the  question  presented  by  said 
application,  and  dismissed  the  same,  on  thegroundof  want  of  sufficient 
parties  to  the  record,  it  being  stated  that  there  was  nothing  to  show 
that  the  petitioner  was  authorized  to  represent  the  Marquette,  Hough- 
ton and  Ontonagon  Railroad  Company ;  and  further,  that  any  applica- 
tion looking  to  a  re-adjustment  of  such  terminal  line  should  be  made  by 
said  railroad  company  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  that  the  peti- 
tioner thereupon  filed  an  appeal,  which,  by  office  decision  of  September 
19, 1890,  you  declined  to  entertain,  for  the  same  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
decision  dismissing  the  application.  Copies  of  said  decisions,  with  said 
rejected  appeal,  are  filed  with  the  present  petition. 

Ic  is  further  alleged  in  said  petition, 

that  notwithstanding  the  instructions  accompanying  the  said  map  were  submitted 
to  and  received  the  approval  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  yet  that  the 
proceeding  was  entirely  ex-parte,  without  notice  to  any  one  interested,  or  a  hearing, 
and  that  as  mutter  of  fact  neither  the  proper  location  of  said  terminal  line,  nor  the 
accuracy  of  the  Commissioner's  location  thereof,  nor  the  question  what  lands  had 
been  earned  by  location  and  construction  was  presented  to,  considered  or  determined 
by  the  Honorable  Secretary ;  but  that  his  approval  of  the  said  instructions  were 
made  in  the  usual  order  of  routine  business,  and  upon  the  assumption  that  no  contro. 
versy  as  to  its  accuracy  as  to  what  lands  had  been  earned  existed  or  was  likely  to 
arise,  that  the  line  as  designated  was  correct  aud  that  no  existing  vested  rights  were 
prejudiced  thereby. 

And  the  '^  petitioner  denies,  upon  information  aud  belief,  that  the 
question  of  the  accuracy  of  this  line  or  of  what  lands  had  been  earned 
was  ever,  in  any  proper  sense  of  the  word,  presented  or  submitted  to 
the  Secretary,  for  consideration,  or  was  by  him  considered  or  decided. 

In  my  opinion,  the  correctness  of  the  location  of  said  terminal  line 
should  be  fully  considered  by  the  Department,  giving  to  all  parties  ad* 
versely  interested  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  upon  the  merits.    You 
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are  therefore  directed  to  certify  to  the  DepartmeDD  the  record  in  said 
case,  including  copies  of  letters  of  your  office  giving  iustructions  to  the 
local  office  relative  to  the  status  of  the  lands  in  coutrover<iy.  The  local 
office  should  be  advised  to  take  no  action  relative  to  the  lands  in  con- 
troversy until  the  correctness  of  said  terminal  line  shall  have  been 
finally  adjudicated  by  the  Department. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— COMPLIANCE  WITH  LAW. 

KELSET  V.  Babbeb. 

The  failure  of  the  entryman  to  secure  the  requisite  growth  of  treefl  doea  not  call  for 
cancellation,  where  such  result  Is  not  due  to  negligence  in  planting  and  cultiva- 
tion, but  to  the  character  of  the  season,  and  seed  that  proved  defective. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  24, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  M.  Kelsey  v.  Eber  Barber  on  the 
appeal  of  the  former  from  your  decision  of  February  11, 1889,  dismiss- 
ing his  contest  against  the  timber  culture  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  W. } 
of  NW.  i  and  W.  i  S W.'i  of  Seie.  14,  T.  17,  R.  20  W.,  Grand  Island  ^'e- 
braaka  land  district. 

On  July  20, 1883,  Barber  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  land,  and 
on  August  26, 1886,  Kelsey  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging— 

failure  to  plant  or  cause  to  be  planted,  up  to  this  date,  to  trees,  seeds,  unt-s  or  cat- 
tings,  five  acres  of  said  tract  and  that  the  only  attempt  was  to  plant  not  to  exceed 
two  and  one-half  acres ;  that  the  cuttings  were  dead  when  planted ;  that  they  were 
not  cultivated  and  that  said  Barber  has  failed  to  cultivate  the  tract  according  to  law. 

The  time  for  the  hearing  was  set  for  October  16, 1886.  After  some 
preliminary  motions  and  delays  final  hearing  of  the  case  w{ts  had  Jana- 
ary  27,  1887,  both  parties  being  present  in  person  and  by  attorney,  and 
upon  motion  for  continuance,  and  application  to  take  depositions  on  the 
part  of  the  claimant  being  overruled,  the  testimony  was  submitted  and 
on  April  22, 1887,  the  register  and  receiver,  upon  consideration  thereof, 
decided  the  case  against  the  entryman  and  held  his  entry  for  cancella- 
tion. He  appealed  from  this  judgment  to  the  Commissioner,  where,  on 
February  11,  1889,  the  decision  of  the  local  office  was  reversed  and  the 
contest  dismissed,  from  which  ruling  the  contestant  appealed  to  this 
Department. 

The  testimony  is  quite  voluminous  and  discloses  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  ill  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  contestant  and  his  witnesses 
against  the  entryman,  and  on  account  thereof,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
iirrelevant  matter  contained  in  the  record.  It  appears,  however,  that 
this  entryman  broke  in  the  first  year  of  his  entry  about  fifteen  acres,  and 
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raised  sod  corn  on  it ;  that  in  the  year  1885,  he  cultivated  this  groaod 
and  had  some  teu  acres  more  broken  and  in  May  1880,  he  had  five  and 
a  half  acres  plowed,  harrowed  and  marked  in  rows.  Some  three  and  a 
half  acres  of  this  ground  he  had  planted  to  Cottonwood  cuttings  and 
the  remainder  to  box-elder,  cottouwood  and  other  tree  seeds. 

It  appears  that  the  season  of  1886  was  quite  dry  during  June  and 
July,  and  the  cuttings  did  not  do  well,  although  it  appears  that  he  gave 
the  ground  reasonably  good  cultivation.  The  seeds  did  not  germinate 
as  they  should  have  done,  but  theVe  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
the  seeds  grown  in  Custer  and  some  adjoining  counties  of  Nebraska  in 
1885  were  injured  in  some  way  and  did  not  grow  well. 

This  entryman  has  put  wire  fence  around  sixty  acres  of  the  land,  dug 
a  well  and  has  stock  on  the  land. 

I  think  he  has  manifested  good  faith  in  the  work  performed  and  it 
appears  to  have  been  owing  to  the  dry  season  and  defective  seeds  which 
were  not  easily  detected  except  by  trial,  that  he  has  not  more  growing 
trees  on  the  land. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed  and  the  contest  will  be  dismissed. 


homest:c:ad  contest— residence— application. 

Patton  t?.  Eelley. 

Residence  can  not  be  established,  nor  maintained,  by  occasional  visits  to  the  land 
wbile  the  actual  home  6/  the  claimant  is  elsewhere. 

An  application  to  enter  can  not  be  allowed  during  the  pendeocy  of  ^n  appeal  to  the 
Department  from  a  decision  holding  for  cancellation  the  existing  entry  of  another 
for  the  land  in  question. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commssioner  of  the  General 
*  Land  Offioe,  November  24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Mrs.  Tempie  Kelley  (widow  of  John 
Kelley)  from  your  of&ce  decision  of  June  1,  1889,  in  which  yon  held  for 
cancellation  homestead  entry  No.  8168,  made  by  said  John  Kelley, 
December  20, 1886,  upon  theNW.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  4  S.,  R.  67  W.,  Denver, 
Colorado. 

It  appears  that  a  pre-emption  filing  was  made  by  him  upon  the  tract, 
March  29, 1884,  and  transmuted  to  a  homestead  entry  on  the  date  above 
given. 

On  June  27,  1887,  Ambros  E.  Patton  filed  in  the  local  ofQce  his  afi^- 
davit  of  contest,  charging  claimant's  abandonment  of  the  land  for  more 
than  six  months  since  making  the  entry. 

After  due  notice,  the  hearing  was  had  and  the  register  and  receiver 
found  that  claimant  ^^  has  not  established  and  retained  his  residence  as 
required  by  law,"  and  recommended  that  the  entry  be  canceled ;  and  by 
your  said  decision  yon  afilrm  that  judgment. 
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I  have  carefally  examined  the  evidence,  and  find  it  substantially  and 
correctly  set  forth  in  your  opinion. 

It  shows  that  chiimant's  real  home  after  making  the  entry  was  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  saloon  business.  More- 
over, he  voted  in  that  city,  and  his  alleged  residence  on  the  tract  was 
nothing  more  than  visitations  to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  residence. 
It  can  hardly  be  said  that  he  abandoned  his  residence  on  the  tract,  for 
the  reason  he  never  established  it  there.  He  was  doubtless  in  poor 
health,  and  it  may  be  conceded  that'he  could  not  make  a  living  on  the 
land,  and  was  compelled  to  seek  employment  elsewhere;  but  this  can 
not  excuse  his  lack  of  compliance  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  resi- 
dence. His  house,  ten  by  twelve  feet ;  was  built  with  four  posts  roughly 
boarded;  it  had  no  tioor  and  no  window,  and  the  furniture  placed 
therein  he  says  consisted  alone  of  <^  a  chair,  stove,  dishes  and  bed.'' 
This  shows  very  meagre  preparations  for  housekeeping,  and  demon- 
strates a  lack  of  good  faith — taken  in  connection  with  the  other  ad- 
mitted fact  that  he  lived  in  Denver.  Your  said  decision  canceling  the 
entry  is  accordingly  affirmed. 

It  appears  that  on  July  10, 1889,  Mrs.  Kelley,  widow  of  the  entryman, 
appealed  from  your  said  judgment  of  June  1,  1889,  and  on  August  8, 
1889,  Eva  H.  Patton,  widow  of  contestant,  Ambros  E.  Patton,  (the  latter 
having  died  since  your  decision),  filed  an  application  to  be  allowed  to 
make  homestead  entry  of  the  land  in  question.  The  register  and  re- 
ceiver rejected  this  application,  because  the  tract  was  covered  by  Kelley's 
entry.  Mrs.  Patton  appealed,  and  on  October  7,1889,  you  sustained  the 
action  of  the  local  officers,  saying : 

Kelley's  homestead  entry  was  not  canceled  by  office  letter  '*H"  of  Jane  1,  18^, 
and  as  long  aH  it  remains  of  record,  it  is  a  bar  to  the  appropriation  of  the  land  by 
any  other  person. 

She  made  this  application  so  as  to  be  first  on  record,  and  thus  ''  reap 
|.he  benefits  of  the  contest  made  by  her  husband,  providing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  affirms  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner.'' 

Your  decision  ''  held  the  entry  for  cancellation  "  and  directed  notice 
to  be  given  to  Kelley  of  "  his  right  of  further  appeal."  His  widow  ex- 
ercised this  right  before  Mrs.  Patton  applied  to  enter  the  land,  and  Mrs. 
Kelley's  appeal  removed  the  case  from  your  jurisdiction,  and  suspended 
all  action  touching  the  disposition  of  the  land,  until  the  case  should  be 
finally  decided  by  this  Department.    Saben  v.  Amuudson,  9  L.  D.,  578. 

It  is  insisted  that  your  said  decision  had  the  effect  of  canceling  the 
entry,  and  that  the  land  thereby  became  subject  to  entry,  and  the  case 
of  John  H.  Keed  (6  L.  D.,  563)  is  cited  as  authority. 

This  case,  however,  differs  from  the  Reed  case,  in  this :  that  prior  to 
Mrs.  Patton's  application  to  enter,  the  case  was  appealed  to  this  Depart-, 
ment,  and  thus  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  office  was  removed ;  whereas, 
in  the  Eeed  case  no  appeal  was  taken  from  the  judgment  of  cancella- 
tion, and,  although  it  was  held  that  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days 
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was  not  esseotial  to  the  fiDality  of  the  judgment,  yet  the  proper  prac- 
tice would  be  not  to  allow  another  entry  of  record  until  the  time  al- 
lowed for  appeal  had  expired,  or  the  entry  had  been  canceled  by  the 
appellate  tribunal.  But  the  filing  of  the  appeal  within  the  sixty  days 
suspended  the  judgment  of  cancellation  and  operated  to  reserve  the 
land  from  further  disposition  until  the  final  decision  upon  the  appeal  as 
effectually  as  if  the  judgment  of  cancellation  had  not  been  rendered. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  Mrs.  Patton's  application  was  properly 
rejected,  and  her  appeal  is  hereby  dismissed. 


BAILROAB  GRANT    PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM    SETTLEMENT  RIGHT. 

Northern  Pacific  E.  E.  Co.  v.  Dunham  bt  al. 

Land  covered  by  a  prima  faoie  valid  pre-emption  filing,  at  date  of  withdrawal  on  gen- 
eral route,  is  excepted  thereby  from  the  operation  of  sucli  withdrawal. 

The  occupancy  of  land  at  definite  location,  by  one  who  holds  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  company's  title,  and  asserts  no  right  under  the  settlement  laws,  will  not  de- 
feat the  attachment  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  November 

24, 1890. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  the  Northern  Pacifle  Railroad  com- 
pany from  your  office  decision  of  January  21, 1883,  in  the  case  of  said 
company  against  Elijah  Dunham  and  Fred  T.  Kegler,  involving  the  S W, 
J,  Sec.  35,  T.  12  K,  R.  20  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

Kegler  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  on  July  7, 1885.  On  June 
5,  1886,  he  published  notice  of  intention  to  make  proof  in  support  of 
such  entry  against  the  allowance  of  which  protests  were  filed  by  Dun- 
ham. 

In  pursuance  of  said  notice  Kegler's  proof  was  made  before  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  for  Missoula  county,  on  July  17,  1886,  when  both 
parties  appeared  with  counsel  and  submitted  testimony. 

Upon  the  evidence  adduced  the  local  officers  rendered  separate  opin- 
ions. The  register  found  that  Kegler's  entry  should  be  passed  to  patent 
and  the  receiver,  that  the  same  should  be  canceled. 

No  further  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  said  parties  and 
on  January  19,  1^87,  the  local  office  transmitted  the  record. 

Thereupon  your  office  by  the  decision  appealed  from  finding  the  only 
question  presented  to  be  *'  as  to  the  right  if  any  of  the  company  "  de- 
clined to  consider  the  respective  claims  of  Dunham  and  Kegler  and  re- 
jected the  company's  claim  to  the  tract  involved. 

From  the  said  decision  it  appears  that  the  tract  "is  within  the  forty 
mile  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  by  act  of  July  2, 1864  (13  Stat., 
365),  as  shown  by  map  of  general  route  filed  February  21,  1872,  and  by 
map  of  definite  location  filed  July  6, 1882,  at  which  dates  respectively 
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the  withdrawal  for  the  company  took  effect  aud  its  right  to  lands  in  the 
granted  limits  attached." 

The  records  show  that  on  November  17, 1870,  John  Silverthorn  filed 
declaratory  statement  alleging  settlement  on  the  tract  April  1,  1870, 
and  that  William  Ohurch  filed  in  like  manner  on  March  23,  1872,  alleg- 
ing settlement  Angust  4,  1871. 

It  appears  that  Dunham  having  bought  the  improvements  of  a  prior 
occupant  went  on  the  land  in  the  spring  of  1875,  that  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  live  thereon  and  that  his  improvements  valued  at  $1,500 
consist  mainly  of  a  log  house  about  eighteen  by  forty-two  feet,  a  frame 
house  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  stable,  chicken  house,  fencing  and  about 
thirty-five  acres  cultivated. 

Dunham  subsequently  bought  the  land  from  said  company  for  $480 
and  the  same  was  conveyed  to  him  by  deed  acknowledged  February  18, 
1885. 

Dunham  had  borrowed  the^said  purchase  money  from  Kegler  to  whom 
he  executed  for  the  same,  a  mortgage  on  the  tract  dated  January  27, 
1885. 

During  April  or  May  following,  Kegler  hearing  that  the  company's 
title  to  the  land  was  doubtful,  made  said  homestead  entry  therefor. 

Kegler's  proof  sets  out  that  with  his  wife  and  two  children  he  resided 
on  the  land  continuously  from  about  September  25,  1885,  and  that  his 
improvements  valued  at  $2,200  comprise  a  frame  house,  barn,  corral, 
fencing,  water-ditch  and  four^en  and  a  half  acres  cultivated. 

Your  office  found  that  the  land  was  excepted  from  the  withdrawal  on 
general  route  by  the  filings  of  Silverthorn  and  Church  and  also  from 
the  operation  of  the  grant  at  the  date  of  definite  location  by  the  ^'  set- 
tlement, occupation  and  residence  "  of  Dunham. 

The  said  filings  being  of  record  und  prima  facie  valid  at  the  date  of 
the  withdrawal  on  general  route  it  was  correctly  held  by  your  office  that 
they  operated  to  excei)t  the  land  therefrom.  Malone  v.  Union  Pacific 
Railway  Co.  (7  L.  D.,  13),  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  v.  Sto- 
venour,  decided  June  7,  1890  (10  L.  D.,  645). 

I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  the  conclusion  that  the  occupancy  of 
Dunham  excepted  the  land  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  on  definite 
location. 

Prior  to  the  Kegler  entry  in  July,  1885,  Dunham  had  asserted  no 
claim  under  the  settlement  laws  to  the  tract  involved.  This  with  his 
said  purchase  of  the  same  shows  that  at  the  time  when  its  rights  under 
the  grant  attached  Dunham  was  occupying  the  land  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  company's  title  aud  with  the  obvious  intention  of  ultimately 
acquiring  the  same.  That  such  occupancy  could  not  prevent  the  at- 
tachment of  thecompany^s  rights  is,  I  tbink,  manifest. 

I  must,  therefore,  find  from  the  record  before  me  that  the  right  to  the 
land  in  question  passed  to  the  com4)any  upon  the  definite  location  of 
its  line  of  road. 
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The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  reversed.    The  said  case 
of  Dauham  v.  Kegler  is  remauded  for  appropriate  action  by  your  office. 


CERTIORARI— APPEAL-BES  JUDICATA. 

Robert  H.  Steeves. 

Certiorari  will  not  lie  where  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Department  is  lost  throngh 
failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office. 

An  application  for  certiorari  will  not  he  ^ranted  if  it  appears  that  suhstantial  jastice 
has  heeu  done  in  the  disposition  of  the  case  below. 

The  issuance  of  a  final  certificate  by  the  local  office,  can  not  be  set  up  by  the  en  cry- 
man  as  an  adjudication  that  precludes  such  office  from  rendering  a  decision  on  a 
hearing  subsequently  ordered  by  the  General  Land  Office. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oficey  November 

24,  1890. 

Bobert  H.  Steeves  has  applied  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  directing  your 
office  to  certify  to  the  Department  the  record  of  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  the  St.  Paul  &  Dnlath  Railroad  Company  v,  said  Steeves  (and 
others),  involving  the  SB.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  3,  T.  36,  E.  26,  Taylors 
Falls  land  district,  Minnesota.  * 

His  application  is  based  upon  the  allegation  that  your  office  decision 
of  August  20, 1890,  adverse  to  him,  in  summing  up  the  decision  of  the 
register  and  receiver,  stated  that  it  held,  ^^  that  Steeves,  having  failed 
to  appear,  waived  his  claim,  and  that  final  certificate  should  be  issued 
apon  the  entry  of  Hoeft,''  when  in  fact  these  exact  words  are  not  to  be 
found  in  said  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver. 

The  finding  of  the  local  officers  was  in  favor  of  Hoeft  and  against 
Steeves;  and  in  the  report  of  proceedings  at  the  hearing,  prefixed  to 
their  decision,  they  state  that  Steeves  did  not  appear.  So,  while  the 
language  quoted  and  objected  to  by  counsel  for  Steeves  is  not  a  literal 
extract  from  the  opinion  of  the  local  officers,  it  is  a  correct  summary  of 
the  facts. 

Applicant  contends  that  as  ^< the  register  and  receiver  had  issued 
final  certificate  to  Steeves  a  year  prior  thereto''  (to  the  hearing),  "so 
far  as  their  office  was^  concerned  the  matter  as  between  Steeves  and 
Hoeft  was  res  jvdicatay  When  your  office  ordered  a  hearing  in  the 
case,  upon  the  conclusion  of  said  hearing  it  was  the  duty  of  the  local 
officers,  as  directed  by  your  office,  to  report  their  opinion  upon  the  evi- 
dence adduced;  and  the  doctrine  of  res  judicata  has  no  application  in 
the  premises. 

It  appears  that  Steeves  failed  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local 
officers;  and  that  for  this  reason  his  application  to  appeal  from  your 
office  decision  of  August  30,  1890,  was  denied;  hence  this  application 
for  certiorari.    But  as  the  right  of  appeal  from  your  office  was  lost  by 
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the  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  odicers,  au  applica- 
tion for  writ  of  certiorari  will  not  lie  (Blake  v.  Basp,  4  L.  D.,  277). 

The  application  might  very  properly  have  been  denied  because  not 
made  under  oath  (Rnle  84  of  Practice) ;  also  because  no  copy  of  the  Com- 
missioner's decision,  complained  of,  is  furnished  (Smith  v.  Howe,  9  L.  D.^ 
648;  Lyman  C  Dayton,  10  L.  D.,  159) ;  but  it  has  been  deemed  prefer- 
able to  consider  the  question  upon  its  merits.  Moreover,  '^applica- 
tion  for  certiorari  will  not  be  granted  if  substantial  justice  has  been 
done''  (Reed  r.  Casner,  9  L.  D.,  170 ;  Lyman  C.  Dayton,  10  L.  D.,  159  ; 
Stiles  V,  Newman,  10  L.  D.,  491 ;  Reuben  Spencer,  3  L.  D.,  503 ;  Dobbs 
Placer  Mine,  1  L.  D.,  665 ;  Tomay  v.  Stewart,  1 L.  D.,  570) ;  and  there  is 
no  showing — indeed,  no  allegation — in  the  case  at  bar  that  substantial 
justice  has  not  been  done. 

The  application  is  denied. 


CONTESTAXT^PBBFERENCE  BIOHT^NOTICE  OF  CANCELLATION. 

KiBBE  V.  Bates  et  al. 

The  saccessful  contestant  is  entitled  to  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of  notice  of  can- 
cellation within  which  to  exercise  the  preference  right  of  entry. 

The  entry  of  an  intervening  claimant  mast  be  canceled  if,  after  dne  notice,  he  faiU 
to  show  sufficient  cause  why  the  right  of  the  successful  contestant  should  not  be 
recognized. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office,  November  21, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Everett  W.  Kibbe  v.  Franklin  H.  Bates 
and  John  J.  Caldwell  on  the  appeal  of  Caldwell  from  the  ruling  an- 
nounced in  your  office  letter  '<  H  "  of  April  6, 1889,  to  the  effect  that 
Kibbe  would  be  allowed  to  make  entry  for  the  K  J  SE.  J  and  SW.  J 
SE.  J  and  SE.  J  SW.  J  of  Sec.  10  T.  17  S.,  R.  36  W.,  Wa-Keeney,  Kan- 
sas land  district,  and  that  the  entry  of  Caldwell  for  said  land  would  be 
canceled. 

Your  said  letter  sets  forth  substantially  the  record  and  history  of  the 
case. 

It  was  held  in  case  of  Robertson  v.  Ball  et  dl.j  (10  L.  D.,  41),  that 
the  successful  contestant  is  entitled  to  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of 
notice  of  cancellation  within  which  to  exercise  the  preference  right  of 
entry.  It  was  also  held  in  that  case  that  notice  should  be  given  the  in- 
tervening entryman  to  show  cause,  if  any,  why  his  entry  should  not  be 
canceled,  where  the  contestant  applies  to  make  entry  within  the  time 
fixed  by  law,  and  as  this  notice  has  been  given  and  no  sufficient  cause 
shown,  your  action  is  approved  and  your  instructions  to  the  local  officers 
as  per  said  letter  will  be  complied  with. 
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CONGRESSIONAL  GRANT— CERTIFICATION-JURISDICTION. 

Smith  et  al.  v.  Portage  Lake  and  Lake  Superior  Ship 

Canal  Co. 

Under  a  grant  that  does  not  require  the  issuance  of  patent,  the  certification  of  lauds 
is  equivalent  to  patent,  and  divests  the  Department  of  all  Jurisdiction  over  the 
lands,  or  the  title  thereto. 

Sach  a  certification  is  in  effect  a  decision  of  the  Department  that  the  lands  thus  certi- 
fied are  in  fact  subject  to  the  graur,  and  the  validity  of  such  action  can  only  be 
questioned  in  the  courts. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Novem- 
ber 21,  1890. 

This  case  comes  before  the  Department  upon  the  appeal  of  Angns 
Smith  and  others  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  rejecting  tbeir  appli- 
cations, presented  at  the  local  office  in  January  1887,  to  locate  Porter- 
field  scrip  upon  certain  tracts  of  land  which  had  been  selected  by  the 
Portage  Lake  and  Lake  Superior  Ship  Canal  Company,  under  the  grant 
of  March  3,  1865  (13  Stat.,  519),  and  which  were  approved  by  the  De- 
partment October  30, 1868. 

The  material  ground  of  error  alleged  is  in  holding  that  the  certificate  of 
these  lands  to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canal  Company  vested  the 
title  in  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  and  deprived  the  Depart- 
ment of  all  jurisdiction  over  them.  The  reasons  assigned  in  support  of 
said  allegations  of  error  are — (1)  tha<;  said  selections  were  not  nearest  to 
the  location  of  the  canal,  and  had  been  designated  as  ^^  mineral  "  before 
the  passage  of  the  act,  and  not  being  the  lands  granted,  the  certifica- 
tion of  the  Secretary  was  absolutely  null  and  void,  and  (2)  because  the 
certification  of  these  lands  is  not  equivaleut  to  a  patent. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1865,  supra,  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  for 
the  purpose  of  aidiug  in  the  construction  of  said  canal,  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  upper  peninsula  of  said  State.  The  sec- 
ond section  of  said  act  is  as  follows : 

That  there  he,  and  herehy  is,  granted  to  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  said  State  in  constructing  aud  completing  a  harhof  and  ship-canal  to 
connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Superior  with  the  waters  of  Portage  Lake,  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  public  lands,  to  be  selected  in  subdivisions  agreeable  to  the  United 
States  survey,  by  an  agent  or  agents  appointed  by  the  governor  of  said  state,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from  any  lands  in  the  upper  penin- 
sula of  said  State-,  subject  to  private  entry :  Provided,  That  said  selections  shall  be 
made  from  alternate  and  odd-numbered  sections  of  land  nearest  the  location  of  said 
canal  in  said  upper  peninsula,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  not  from  lands  des- 
ignated by  the  United  States  as  '  mineral'  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  nor  from 
lands  to  which  the  rights  of  pre-emption  or  homestead  have  attached. 

The  approval  of  these  selections  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  decision  by  that  official  that  the  lands  so 
selected  were  the  odd  numbered  sections  nearest  the  location  of  said 


476  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

canal,  not  otherwise  api>ropriated,  and  that  said  lands  were  sabject  to 
selection  under  the  term^  of  the  ^rant.  Although  this  certification 
might  have  been  erroneous,  and  although  it  might  now  appear  that 
there  were  at  the  date  of  selection  lauds  nearer  to  the  location  of  the 
canal  than  those  selected  which  had  not  been  appropriated, yet  the  ap- 
proval and  certification  having  been  made  in  the  exercise  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Secretary  to  determine  wliether  said  selections  were  uu- 
appropriated  lands  nearest  the  location  of  the  canal,  removed  from  the 
Department  all  further  jurisdiction  over  those  lands,  and  the  validity 
of  said  certification  could  thereafter  only  be  questioned  in  the  courts. 

Whether  the  lands  selected  were  of  ^^  lands  nearest  the  location  of 

said  canal not  otherwise  appropriated,"  was  a  question 

of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  Secretary,  and  that  determination  was 
made  by  his  approval  of  the  list  of  selections  and  the  certification 
thereof  to  the  State. 

The  act  excepted  from  the  grant  all  lands  ^^  designated  by  the  United 
States  as  '  mineral '  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act."  It  is  therefore 
contended  that,  as  these  lands  had  been  so  «lesignated,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  they  actually  contained  mineral  or  not;  thski  if  they  had  been 
designated  as  mineral  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  they  were  ex- 
pressly excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  the  certification 
of  such  lands  was  an  absolute  nullity.  The  language  of  the  act  will 
reasonably  bear  a  different  construction.  The  lands  may  at  one  time 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  have  been  designated  as  mineral,  and 
yet  that  designation  may  also  have  been  changed  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  act,  and  may  have  been  designated  and  known  to  be  nou -mineral. 
I  do  not  think  ^  the  mere  fact  that  the  lands  had  once  been  designated 
as  mineral  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  would  except  them  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant,  if  that  designation  had  been  afterwards  changed 
and  they  were  known  to  be  non-mineral  prior  to  that  date.  Without 
determining  this  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  may  have  been 
presented  to  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  when  the  lands  were  certified, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction  to  determiite  whether  the  lands 
had  been  properly  selected  the  statute  may  have  been  so  construed. 

It  appears  that  these  lands  had  at  one  time  been  designated,  in  com- 
mon with  a  large  tract  of  country  in  the  upper  peninsula  of  Michigan, 
as  mineral  lands,  but  in  1851  they  were  offered  at  public  sale  under  the 
proclamation  of  the  President.  Ko  information  is  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  your  office,  or  in  the  appeal  and  argument  of  the  appellants,  as 
to  whether  these  lands  are  actua*lly  mineral  in  character,  but  it  may  be 
assumed  that  they  are  not,  otherwise  they  would  not  be  subject  to 
these  locations,  even  if  they  were  public  lands.  Whether  the  true  char- 
acter of  these  lauds  had  been  ascertained  prior  to  the  date  of  the  grant, 
I  am  unable  to  determine,  but  from  all  the  facts  before  me  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  approval  of  these  selections  removed  from  the  Department 
all  further  jurisdiction  over  them,  and  there  was  no  error  in  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  rejecting  said  applications. 
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The  grantiug  act  contaius  no  provision  reqairing  the  issaance  of  pat- 
ents for  the  lands  selected,  bat  simply  that  said  selections  shall  be 
made  by  an  agent  or  agents  appointed  by  the  State,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  This  approval  is  the  only 
act  required  to  divest  the  government  of  the  title  to  the  land  selected^ 
and  to  invest  that  title  in  the  State,  and  it  is  therefore  the  equivalent 
of  patent.  Garriques  v,  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Com- 
pany, 6  L.  D.,  543 ;  Frasher  «.  O'Connor,  115  U.  S.,  102. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  this  decision  upon  the 
question  as  to  whether  any  steps  should  be  taken  looking  to  the  can- 
cellation of  this  certification  by  the  courts,  in  the  absence  of  direct 
action  thereon  by  your  office.  If  such  action  should  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble, it  may  be  presented  hereafter. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


MOTtON  FOR  REVIEW. 

Cbawpobd  V.  Ferguson. 

Motion  for  the  review  of  the  departmental  decision  rendered  March 
7,  1890,  10  L.  D.,  274,  denied  by  Secretary  Noble,  November  22, 1890. 


PBB-EMPTIOX— SETTLEMENT  BIOHTS-SECTION  9960  R.  S. 

OBVIS  V,  BiBTCH  BT  AL, 

A  settlement  on  land  that  is  ander  reservation  confers  no  right  of  pre-emption,  and  if 
the  settler  dieS)  while  the  land  is  in  such  condition,  his  heirs  have  no  right  thereto 
that  can  be  perfected,  under  section  2269  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  after  th  ;  land 
is  restored  to  the  public  domain. 

The  right  to  amend  a  declaratory  statement  can  not  be  exercised  iu  the  presence  of 
a  valid  intervening  adverse  claim. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  22, 1890. 

These  cases  involve  the  rights  of  the  several  parties  nnder  their  con- 
flicting claims  to  the  S.  i  SW.  J,  NW.  J  8W.  \  and  SW.  J  NW.  J  of 
Sec.  22,  T.  45  N.,  R.  8  W.,  N.  M.  P.  M.,  LakeOity,  Colorado,  embraced  in 
the  declaratory  statement  of  Lewis  F.  Orvis,  as  administrator  of  the  es- 
tate of  A.  H.  Jarvis,  deceased. 

The  first  case  arose  upon  the  application  of  Martin  Birtch  to  make 
final  proof  nnder  his  declaratory  statement,  covering  the  S.  ^  of  the 
SW.  J  of  said  Sec.  22,  and  other  land  iu  Sec.  27,  which  was  offered 
November  27,  18s6,  when  Orvis.  administrator,  apfieared  and  protested 
against  the  allowance  of  said  proof,  on  the  ground  of  prior  settlement 
as  to  the  S.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  22. 
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The  second  case  arose  upon  the  application  of  Orris,  administrator, 
to  make  final  proof  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  A.  H.  Jarvia, 
deceased,  for  the  land  covered  by  the  declaratory  statement  of  Orvis, 
adm^r,  aforesaid,  which  was  offered  March  14,  1887,  when  Birtch,  Wil- 
liam Both  well,  and  James  W.  Austin,  each  protested  against  the  allow- 
ance of  the  entry  for  said  heirs,  denying  their  right  to  make  entry  of 
said  tract.  The  claims  of  the  several  protestants  under  their  respective 
filings  conflicted  with  the  claim  of  Orvis,  administrator,  as  follows : 

The  conflict  bet  ween -Or  vis,  administrator,  and  Birtch  is  as  to  theS.  i 
of  the  S W,  -J-  of  Sec.  22,  and  between  Orvis,  administrator,  and  Both- 
well  and  Austin  it  is  as  to  the  NW.  i  of  the  SW.  i  and  the  S  W.  J  of  the 
N  W.  J  of  said  section. 

On  March  16,  1887,  the  local  officers  rendered  a  decision  in  favor  of 
Birtch,  and  on  April  4,  thereafter, Orvis  filed  a  motion  for  review  thereof 
and  at  the  same  time  asked  to  amend  his  declaratory  statement  so  as  to 
claim  the  land  in  his  own  right  instead  of  as  administrator.  On  April 
18, 1887,  the  local  officers  overruled  both  motions,  and  on  April  20,  they 
passed  upon  the  final  proof  submitted  by  Orvis,  and  rendered  judgment 
denying  his  right  to  make  entry  of  the  land,  either  as  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Jarvis,  or  in  his  own  right,  and  the  entire  record  was  trans- 
mitted to  your  office.  From  the  action  of  the  local  officers  Orvis  ap- 
pealed, both  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Jarvis  and  in  his  individual 
right. 

On  May  4,  1889,  you  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver 
rejecting  the  proof  of  Orvis  in  the  case  of  Orvis,  administrator,  v.  Birtch, 
and  in  rejecting  the  application  of  Orvis  to  amend  so  as  to  claim  in  his 
own  right,  and  held  his  filing  for  cancellation,  also  upholding  their  de- 
cision allowing  the  proof  of  Birtch  in  the  case  of  Birtch  et  al.  v,  Orvis. 
From  this  judgment  Orvis,  administrator,  appealed,  assigning  the  fol- 
lowing grounds  of  error : 

First.  In  holding  that  on  May  24th,  1886,  there  was  no  right  of  pje  emption  exist- 
ing in  Orvis  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Jarvis,  deceased. 

Second.  In  holding  that  on  May  24,  18d(5,  there  were  no  rights  existing  in  the  heirs 
of  Jarvis,  deceased,  by  reason  of  their  long  and  continued  residence,  which  could 
antedate  the  claimed  rights  of  Birtch. 

Third.  In  denying  Orvis'  application  to  amend  his  declaratory  statement  to  read 
iu  his  own  right,  as  such  privilege  is  clearly  due  him  by  reason  of  his  prior  settle- 
iiieuti  and  claim  to  the  land  in  conflict,  and 

Fourth.  In  holding  either  as  a  matter  of  fact  or  of  law  that  Birtch,  Rothwell  or 
Austin,  or  either  of  them,  had  any  rights  which  could  defeat  Orvis,  either  in  his  own 
right,  or  in  his  administrative  capacity.  The  contrary  is  shown  by  the  facts  in  the 
testimony  and  law  cited  in  our  brief. 

The  controlling  issue  in  this  case,  so  far  as  it  afl;ects  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Jarvis,  is,  whether  a  settlement  made  on  land  not  subject  to 
settlement  and  entry  by  oae  who  dies  while  the  land  is  so  reserved, 
will  entitle  the  heirs  of  such  settler  to  the  right  to  make  pre-emption 
entry  of  said  land  after  its  restoration  to  the  public  domain,  by  virtue 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  479 

of  snch  settlement,  under  the  provisions  of  section  2269  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

Where  a  party  entitled  to  claim  the  benefits  of  tlie  pre-emption  laws  dies  before 
coDsammating  bis  claim,  by  filing  in  due  time  all  the  papers  essential  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  same,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  execntor  or  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  such  party,  or  one  of  the  heirs,  to  file  the  necessary  papers  to  complete  the 
same;  bnt  the  entry  in  such  cases  shall  be  made  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased 
pre-eniptor,  and  a  patent  thereon  shall  cause  the  title  to  innre  to  such  heirs,  as  if 
their  names  had  been  specially  mentioned. 

The  material  facts  in  this  case  are  fully  and  correctly  set  forth  in  the 
decision  of  your  office  of  May  4,  1889,  from  which  this  appeal  is  taken. 
By  reference  thereto,  it  appears  that  the  land  was  originally  within  the 
TJte  Indian  reservation,  and  so  continued  until  the  act  of  June  15,  1880 
(21  Stat.,  199),  when  it  was  set  apart  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of 
the  people  as  a  public  park.  This  last  reservation  continued  until  it 
was  restored  to  the  public  domain  by  the  act  of  May  14,  1884  (23  Stat,, 
22).  It  further  appears  that  Jarvis  moved  on  the  land,  August  3, 1877, 
while  it  was  so  reserved,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon  with  his  wife 
and  child,  and  to  improve  the  tract  until  February  14,  1879,  when  he 
died.  His  widow  and  child  continued  to  reside  upon  the  land,  and  in 
June,  1882,  she  married  Orvis,  who  took  up  his  residence  on  the  tract, 
and  continued  the  same  up  to  the  time  of  hearing,  March  14, 1887. 

The  exemption  of  this  tract  from  pre-emption  or  settlement  by  reason 
of  its  being,  first,  a  part  of  the  Ute  Indian  reservation  and  its  subse- 
quent dedication  as  a  public  park  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  existed 
at  the  date  of  Jurvis'  settlement,  and  continued  to  be  so  reserved  until 
May  14, 1884,  aupraj  when  it  was  restored  to  the  public  domain ;  but 
the  snbdivisional  plat  of  survey  was  not  filed  in  the  local  office  until 
April  24, 1886. 

Not  only  was  this  land  exempt  from  pre-emption  entry  or  settlement 
under  the  general  law,  by  reason  of  such  reservation  (2258  Revised 
Statutes),  but  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  supra^  expressly  reserved  this 
land  from  settlement,  occupancy  or  sale,  and  declared  that  all  persons 
who  locate  or  settle  upon  or  occupy  any  part  of  said  land  are  trespass- 
ers, and  provide  for  their  removal. 

Jarvis  died  in  1879,  while  the  land  was  in  reservation,  and  having 
acquired  no  right  himself  by  virtue  of  his  settlement,  he  had  ^<  no  estate 
in  the  land  that  he  can  devise  i)y  will,  or  which,  in  csise  of  his  death, 
will  pass  to  his  heirs  at  law."    Buxton  v.  Traver,  130  U.  S.,  232, 

If  the  heirs  of  Jarvis  have  any  right  by  virtue  of  his  settlement,  it 
must  be  under  section  22G9  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

But  in  the  case  of  Buxton  v.  Traver,  supra^  it  was  held  that  "  Section 
2269  of  the  Revised  Statutes  has  no  application  to  the  case  of  a  settler 
who  dies  before  the  time  arrives  when  the  papers  necessary  to  establish 
a  pre-emption  right  can  be  filed."  This  ruling  is  directly  decisive  of  the 
question  involved  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  it  must  be  controlled  thereby. 

The  rule  invoked  by  appellant,  to  the  effect  that,  although  a  person 


480  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

can  acqaire  no  right  against  tbe  government  by  settlement  npon  segre- 
gated or  reserved  lands,  yet  as  between  such  settlers  and  another  claim- 
ant priority  of  settlement  will  be  considered,  can  only  apply  where 
adverse  claimants  having  the  right  to  enter  are  on  the  land  claiming  it 
at  the  time  when  it  is  restored  to  the  public  domain,  and  becomes  sab* 
ject  to  settlement  and  entry. 

At  the  time  this  land  became  snbject  to  settlement  and  entry,  the 
widow  of  Jarvis  had  married,  and  her  child  was  a  minor,  l^either  she 
nor  the  child  was  then  qualided  to  make  entry,  bat  Orvis,  if  otherwise 
qualified,  might  by  virtue  of  his  settlement  at  that  time  have  filed  for 
the  land  in  his  own  right,  and  the  question  of  priority  would  then  have 
been  between  himself  and  Birtch,  as  to  one  part  of  the  tract,  and  be* 
tween  himself  and  Austin  and  Eothwell,  as  to  the  other.  But  he  failed 
to  file  a  declaratory  statement  in  his  own  name,  and  when  he  applied  to 
amend  his  filing  so  as  to  claim  the  tract  in  his  individual  right,  the  right 
of  Birtch,  Austin  and  Bothwell  had  attached  by  their  filings,  made 
within  three  months  from  the  filing  of  the  township  plat  in  the  local 
office,  and  the  application  to  so  amend  his  declaratory  statement  was 
therefore  properly  rejected. 

I  find  no  error  in  the  decision  of  your  o^ce,  and  it  is  affirmed  upon 
each  and  all  of  the  point<s  therein  decided. 


PRACTICE— PETITION  FOR  RE-REVIEW. 

Beeves  v.  Emblen. 

A  petition  for  re-review  that  presents  no  suggestions  of  fiMsts,  or  points  of  law,  that 
have  not  already  been  considered  in  the  case  will  not  be  granted. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Novem- 
ber 24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  petition  filed  by  Rufus  H.  Thayer,  attorney  for 
George  F.  Emblen  (not  beeves,  as  stated  in  your  office  letter  dated 
June  11,  1890),  asking  for  reconsideration  of  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment, dated  May  23, 1890  (10  L.  D.,  600),  in  the  case  of  David  W. 
Reeves  v.  George  F.  Emblen,  involving  the  NW  J  of  Sec.  23,  T.  2  N., 
R,  48  W.,  Denver,  Colorado,  in  which  the  Department  refused  to  review 
and  change  the  departmental  decision  dated  November  27,  1889  (9  L. 
D.,  584),  declining  to  revoke  the  decision  of  your  office  ordering  a  hear- 
ing upon  the  contest  affidavit  filed  by  said  Reeves  against  Emblen's 
commuted  homestead  entry  No.  11,579  of  said  land. 

The  ground  of  said  petition  for  review  is,  that  the  Department  erred 
in  not  finding  that  the  allegations  in  the  contest  affidavit  of  said  Reevns 
were  identical  with  the  allegations  in  the  former  content  of  McOne 
against  said  entry,  which  having  been  finally  adjudicated  in  favor  of 
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the  entrymau,  was  conclusive  against  any  sabseqnent  contest  based 
upon  the  same  allegations. 

The  record  shows  that  upon  the  petition  of  Emblen  a  writ  of  certio- 
rari was  awarded,  directed  that  the  record  in  the  case  of  Reeves  v,  Em- 
blen, and  also  in  the  case  of  Frank  McOue  against  Emblen,  involving 
the  tatter's  homestead  entry,  decided  September  15,  1888,  ^^  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Department  for  consideration."  (8  L.  D.,  444.)  It  was 
expressly  stated  in  said  decision  granting  the  certiorari  that,  ^<  it  does 
not  clearly  appear  that  the  charges  contained  in  the  contest  of  McCue 
cover  all  the  grounds  alleged  in  Reeves'  contest,"  and  the  writ  was 
allowed,  because  of  the  allegation  of  the  applicant  that  he  ^^met  and 
overcame  each  and  every  charge  that  is  now  made  by  Reeves,"  and 
also  because  ^^  proof  might  have  been  offered  in  said  case  upon  all 
issues  presented  in  Reeves'  contest." 

Upon  the  transmission  of  the  record,  the  Department,  on  November 
27, 1889  (9  L.  D.,  584),  after  reciting  the  record  facts,  and  referring 
specially  to  the  decision  of  the  Department  holding  that  '<  Emblen 
should  not  be  required  to  defend  against  charges  that  had  previously 
been  in  issue*  and  passed  upon  by  the  Department,"  stated  that  the 
record  had  been  carefully  examined,  and  nothing  appears  that  indicates 
an  abuse  of  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioner  in  ordering  said  hear- 
ing, nor  was  there  such  a  state  of  facts  as  would  justify  the  Department 
in  interfering  with  said  order  directing  a  hearing. 

The  decision  of  the  Department  granting  said  writ  does  not  purport 
to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  only  so  far  as  to  direct  that 
the  record  be  transmitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department. 

The  departmental  decision  of  November  27,  1889,  quotes  from  your 
oi&ce  decision  of  January  17,  1889,  giving  the  allegations  of  Reeves' 
contest,  which  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  contained  in  the  certified 
copy  of  the  contest  affidavit  of  Reeves,  filed  by  said  Emblen  with  his 
said  petition.  Afterwards,  Emblen  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  said 
departmental  decision,  alleging  that  ^Hhe  question  in  issue  was  over- 
looked," and  that  the  Department,  not  having  a  copy  of  Reeves'  affida- 
vit of  contest,  could  not  have  had  an  accurate  knowledge  of  its  contents. 
But  the  Department  denied  the  motion,  and  held  ^^  that  the  question  as 

to  the  charges  in  these  two  contests  being  the  same was  not 

overlooked,  but  was  carefully  considered,"  and  that  there  was  "  no  good 
reason  for  setting  aside  the  decision  complained  of." 

The  petition  for  re-review  presents  no  suggestions  of  fact,  or  points 
of  law,  which  have  not  already  been  considered  in  the  case,  and  there- 
fore it  can  not  be  granted.  Neff  v»  Cowhick,  8  L.  D.,  Ill;  Dayton  v. 
Dayton,  9  L.  D.,  93 ;  Anderson  et  al.  v.  Byam  et  ah,  id.,  295 ;  Frost  et 
ah  V.  Wenie,  id.,  588;  Spicer  et  al.  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  11  L. 
D.  349. 

Besides,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  record,  no  error  appears 
in  the  departmental  decision  sought  to  be  revoked.  Said  petition  is 
therefore  dismissed. 

2497— VOL  II ^31 
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BAILKOAD  GRANT- WITHDRAWAL— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS— SELECTION. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Edward  Miller. 

A  valid  settlement  right,  existing  at  date  of  withdrawal  on  general  route,  excepto 
the  land  covered  thereby- from  the  operation  of  said  withdrawal,  and  such  land 
is  thereafter  open  to  settlement  or  entry  by  the  first  legal  applicant. 

The  existence  of  a  valid  settlement  claim  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the 
land  included  therein  from  the  grant,  and  the  failure  of  the  settler  to  place  his 
claim  of  record  cannot  be  called  in  question  by  the  company. 

No  rights  are  acquired  by  the  ^^  selection ''  of  land  within  granted  limits,  as  the  right 
of  the  company  is  determined  by  the  status  of  the  land  at  the  date  the  grant  be- 
comes effective  by  definite  location. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  November 

•       24,  1«90.      * 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  l^ortbera  Pacific  Railroad  Oouipan}^ 
V.  Edward  Miller,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the 
decision  of  your  office,  dated  March  23, 1889,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the 
SWi  of  the  SWi  of  Sec.  19,  T.  13  N.,  R.  19  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

The  facts  are  fully  set  out  in  said  decision,  from  which  it  appears  that 
said  tract  is  in  an  odd-numbered  section  within  the  withdrawal  on  gen- 
eral route  of  February  21,  1872,  and  also  within  the  primary  limits  of 
the  grant  to  said  company  by  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2, 1804  (13 
Stats.,  365),  upon  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location  on  July  6, 
1882;  that  on  September  18, 1871,  one  Dennis  K.  Butler  filed  pre-emp- 
tion declaratory^  statement  No.  1964^  for  certain  tracts  in  said  section 
alleging  settlement  thereon  September  14,  same  year,  and  on  July  29, 
1872,  filed  his  amendatory  declaratory  statement  No.  2726,  embracing 
the  tract  in  question,  alleging  settlement  on  the  same  day  as  in  his  first 
filing;  that  on  November  9,  1885,  said  Miller  made  homestead  entry 
No.  2975,  of  the  SEJ  of  the  NVVJ  and  the  E^  of  the  SWJof  said  sec- 
tion, alleging  settlement ''  in  May,  1878,''  and  on  April  8,  1886,  applied 
to  amend  said  entry  so  as  to  cover  the  tract  in  question,  which  was 
pending  when  "The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  selected  tbe 
Wi  SWi,  19,  July  28, 1886,  list  No.  11;"  that  on  June  15,  1888,  your 
office  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  status  of  said  tract  at  the  date 
of  said  withdrawal,  and  also,  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  said 
road ;  that  a  hearing  was  duly  had  at  which  both  parties  were  repre- 
sented, and,  upon  the  evidence  submitted  thereat,  the  local  officers 
found  that  said  tract  was  excepted  from  the  withdrawal  on  general 
route  by  the  settlement  of  said  Butler,  and  from  the  grant  by  the  set- 
tlement of  said  Miller,  and  "  that  the  railroad  selection  should  be  can- 
celed and  Miller  allowed  to  amend  his  homestead  entry." 

On  appeal,  your  office  affirmed  the  findings  of  the  local  office  and  held 
said  ^'  selection  "  for  cancellation  to  the  extent  of  the  laud  in  contro- 
versy. 
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It  is  iosisted  by  the  company  in  its  appeals  that  it  was  error  to  hold 
that  '*  the  pre-einptiou  of  Batler  excepted  the  tract  from  the  withdrawal 
on  general  route,''  or  "  that  the  settlement  of  Miller  excepted  the  land 
from  the  grant  on  definite  location,"  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  land, 
upon  the  abandonment  by  Butler,  became  reserved  from  sale  and  entry, 
except  by  the  company,  under  the  provision  of  the  sixth  section  of  said 
granting  act.    This  contention  cannot  be  maintained. 

Said  granting  act  is  mprassenti^  and  the  withdrawal  on  general  route 
took  effect  upon  '*  the  odd  sections  hereby  granted  "  at  the  date  thereof, 
and  if  the  odd  sections  or  any  part  thereof  were  excepted  from  said 
withdrawal,  then  they  became  subject  to  settlement  or  entry  by  the  first 
legal  applicant.  If  the  odd  sections  are  not  mineral  and  are  <^  free  from 
preemption,  or  other  claims  or  rights  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road 
is  definitely  fixed,  and  a  plat  thereof  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,"  they  pass  under  the  express  terms 
of  the  grant  to  the  company.  (See  sections  3  and  6  of  the  granting 
act.) 

But  it  must  be  held  that  the  valid  settlement  of  Butler  excepted  the 
tract  in  question  from  said  legislative  withdrawal  of  1872.  (Harris  v. 
Northern  Pacific  R,  R.  Co..  10  L.  D.,  264 ;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Evans,  7  L.  D  ,  131,  and  the  numerous  departmental  decisions  therein 
cited.) 

Since  said  tract  was  settled  upon  and  occupied  by  said  Miller,  while 
the  same  was  subject  to  settlement  and  entry,  and  said  settlement  and 
occupancy  being  valid  and  continuing  at  the  date  of  definite  location, 
served  to  except  the  tract  from  the  grant  to  the  company,  and  the  fail- 
ure of  the  entryman  to  place  his  claim  of  record  cannot  be  called  in 
question  by  the  company.  (Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Kerry,  10  L.  D., 
290;  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Roberts,  id.,  427;  Northern  Pac.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Aurys,  8  L.  D.,  362). 

It  is  stated  in  your  office  decision  that  said  tract  was  "  selected  "  by 
the  company.  This  could  give  the  company  no  advantage,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  prior  application  of  Miller  to  amend  his  homestead  entry 
reserved  said  tract,  and  also  because  being  in  the  granted  limits  the 
land  either  passed  by  the  grant  to  the  company  or  was  excluded  there- 
from. (Roeschlaub  v.  Union  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  L.  D.,  750 ;  Northern 
Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Johnson,  7  L.  D.,  357). 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record,  no  error  appears  in 
the  findings  of  the  local  office  and  the  conclusions  of  your  office.  Said 
decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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TIMBER  liANDS— ACT  OP  JXTSTl  8,  ISTS-JTUBISDICTION. 

United  States  v.  Montgombby  bt  al. 

Timbered  land  that  is  fit  for  ouUlvation  by  ordinary  agricuitaral  process,  when  the 
timber  is  removed,  is  not  subject  to  entry  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878. 

Until  patent  issues,  the  Department  has  authority  to  cancel  an  entry  on  sufficient 
proof  that  the  land  is  not  subject  to  such  appropriation,  or  that  the  entry  is  in 
fraud  of  the  law. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  November 

24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

E.  W.  Bingham,  H.  W.  Rogers,  Hamilton  Knott  and  Ziba  M.  La  Rae, 

as  presented  by  the  appeals  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 

dated  Jane  21,   1888,  holding  for  cancellation  the  following  timber 

land  entries,  in  the  Yancoaver  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Wash- 

ington,  namely :  No.  2024,  of  the  S W  \  of  Sec.  10,  made  October  28, 

1882,  by  said  Montgomery ;  No.  2025,  of  the  S  i  of  NE  i  and  N  J  of  SE  i 

of  Sec.  10,  made  December  13,  1882,  by  said  Bingham ;  No.  2046,  of 

the  W  J  of  NE  i  and  E  J  of  NW  \  of  Sec.  22,  made  December  13, 

1882,  by  said  Rogers ;  No.  2132,  of  the  W.  i  of  NE.  \  and  B.  i  of  N  W.| 

of  Sec.  18,  made  June  2, 1883,  by  said  Knott ;  and  No.  2133  of  the  NW.^ 

of  Sec.  28,  made  June  2, 1883,  by  said  La  Rae— all  of  said  entries  being 

in  township  9  north  of  range  1  west. 
The  local  officers  rendered  an  elaborate  and  exhaastive  decision,  in 

which  they  state  that  all  of  said  entries  were  held  for  cancellation  for 
fraud,  "the  first  three  upon  the  reports  of  Special  Agent  S.  P.  C.  Stubbs, 
made  October  30,  and  November  3, 1885,  and  the  last  two  upon  the  re- 
ports of  Special  Agent  J.  A.  Munday,  made  March.  8,  and  9, 1886^"  that 
hearings  were  ordered  by  your  office  letters,  dated  April  2,  and  Jun0  14, 
1886,  which  were  had,  beginning  on  September  20,  and  ending  October 
9,  same  year:  that  said  Special  Agent  Munday  represented  the  United 
States  at  said  hearing,  and  the  defendants  were  represented  by  counsel, 
who  were  duly  authorized  so  to  do ;  that  following  the  ruling  in  the  case 
of  George  W.  Macey  et  al.  (5  L.  D.,  52),  the  local  officers  considered  all 
of  said  cases  in  one  decision,  because  the  entries  were  all  made  under 
the  same  act,  involve  the  same  questions,  affect  the  same  parties  in  in- 
terest, and  are  deemed  "  as  integral  parts  of  a  general  scheme,  designed 
to  vest  in  one  and  the  same  individual  title  to  a  large  body  of  land;'' 
and  that  it  was  not  possible  to  properly  understand  the  bearing  of  said 
entries  npon  each  other,  except  by  considering  them  together.  The 
local  officers  held  that  said  cases  involved  but  two  points:  (I)  Would 
the  lands  in  question  be  unfit  for  cultivation  if  cleared  f  and  (2)  Were 
the  entries  made  in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  one  and  the  same 
party  as  alleged  by  the  government  ?  that  the  defendants  might  insist 
that  there  was  a  third  question  involved,  namely :  whether  the  lands 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  485 

are  valuable  chiefly  for  timber,  bat  the  local  officers  thoaght  that  it  was 
annecessary  to  consider  said  qaestioD,  for  the  reason  that  it  may  be 
presumed  that  said  lands  were  valuable  for  timber,  for,  if  otherwise^ 
"defendant,  Montgomery,  would  not  have  sought  title  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  and  under  the  timber  act ;"  that  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the 
value  of  the  land  for  timber  is  only  prospective,  and  will  depend  upon 
transportation  to  be  supplied  in  the  future ;  that  if  a  way  of  transpor- 
tation of  said  timber  be  opened  up,  it  would  enhance  the  value  of 
the  lands  for  agriculture,  and  the  sale  of  the  timber  on  said  lands 
would  furnish  funds  sufficient  in  whole  or  part  to  pay  the  expense  of 
clearing  the  land  and  fitting  it  for  cultivation;  that  it  matters  not 
how  dense  or  valuable  the  growth  of  timber  may  be  on  said  lands,  if, 
when  cleared,  it  would  not  be  under  the  terms  of  the  act  "  unfit  for  cul- 
tivation," and  that  the  only  questions  properly  before  the  local  officers 
were,  (1)  the  fitness  of  the  lands  for  cultivation,  and  (2)  were  the  entries 
made  fraudulently.  The  local  officers  reviewed  at  length  the  evidence 
submitteii.  quoting  freely  from  the  testimony  of  the  witness  for  the  gov- 
ernment and  for  (he  defendants,  and  decided  '^  that  it  is  evident  that 
the  lands  in  controversy  are  clearly  susceptible  of  cultivation  when  the 
timber  is  removed,"  citing  as  authority  the  cases  of  Spithill  v.  Gowen 
(2  L.  D.,  631),  and  Rowland  v.  Clemens  (id.,  633).  Upon  the  question 
of  fraud  the  local  officers  found  that  the  lands  covered  by  said  entries 
lie  conveniently  near  railroad  lands  and  other  entries  claimed  by  said 
Montgomery,  making  a  large  and  compact  body  of  land ;  that  final  proofs 
in  support  of  nearly  all  of  said  entries  were  made  by  George  F,  White 
and  Hobert  Rockwell,  assisted  by  one  George  W.  Taylor,  who  was  "  a 
member  of  White's  household,  and,  like  him,  a  professional  timber 
claim  witness ;"  that  it  was  upon  the  testimony  of  said  witness  that 
the  title  to  all  of  said  land  rested ;  that  said  White  '^  finally  became  so 
notorious  as  a  witness  in  supposed  fraudulent  timber  cases,  and  so  bold 
in  his  movements,  that  the  then  register  and  receiver  refused  to  accept 
any  further  final  proof  from  White,"  and  advised  the  Department  that 
they  were  of  the  opinion  that  said  White  and  said  Montgomery,  together 
with  one  E.  W.  Bingham,  "  were  conspirators  in  an  effort  to  secure  a 
large  body  of  timber  land  fraudulently."  The  local  officers  also  refer 
to  the  fact  that  final  proof  was  made  by  said  White  and  Rockwell  in 
support  of  the  timber  land  entry  in  Sec.  28,  T.  10  N.,  R.  1  W.,  of  one  A. 
J.  Moss,  and  that  prior  to  making  said  proof  the  land  was  entered  under 
the  homestead  law  by  one  Woodward,  who  was  then  occupying  and 
successfully  cultivating  the  same ;  that  said  Ta^'lor  was  indicted  for 
perjury  in  the  preemption  proof  in  support  of  cash  entry  No.  2052, 
made  by  Charles  L.  Large,  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  9  N.,  R.  1  E.,  which 
was  canceled  lor  fraud,  together  with  several  other  cases,  all  of  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  local  officers,  ^^  throws  a  suspicion  over  all  testimony 
given  by  White  and  Taylor  and  Rockwell,  and  with  the  testimony  on 
behalf  of  plaintiff  overturns  the  prt'ma /act«  case  made  on  final  proof, 
both  as  to  unfitness  for  cultivation  and  good  faith." 
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The  local  officers  farther  find  that  the  witnesses  White  and  Taylor, 
in  the  case  of  Montgomery,  and  White  and  Rockwell,  in  the  La  Hue 
and  Knott  cases,  were  employed  and  paid  by  said  Montgomery,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  that  said  entries  were  made  by  partii'S  who 
knew  little  or  nothing  about  them,  and  *'  who  were  in  the  employ  of  or 
indebted  to  J.  JB.  Montgomery ;  that  shortly  after  making  final  proof 
said  La  Rue  and  Knott  conveyed  to  said  Montgomery,  for  the  sum  of 
one  dollar,  the  land  covered  by  their  respective  timber  entries ;  that 
said  White,  who  was  a  witness  to  the  final  proof  in  all  of  said  cases, 
was  also  the  chief  witness  for  the  defense,  and  guided  and  controlled 
the  other  witnesses,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  never  been  on  a  majority 
of  the  claims  prior  to  the  time  they  went  for  the  purpose  of  becoming 
witnesses,  and  saw  only  that  part  which  was  pointed  out  to  them  by 
said  White;  that  none  of  the  entrymen  attended  the  hearings,  except 
Montgomery,  who  did  not  testify,  and  Rogers,  who  was  called  to  the 
witness-stand  by  the  United  States,  although  they  were  not  farther 
away  than  Portland,  Oregon.  The  local  officers  therefore  conclyded 
from  the  testimonv : 

(1)  That  the  lands  embraced  in  the  live  eutrieH  herein  are  susceptible  of  cultiva- 
tion by  ordinary  farming  processes,  when  cleared,  and  hence  not  timber  lands  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act  of  June  3,  1878 ;  (2)  that  they  were  made  on  speculation,  and 
in  the  interest  of  J.  B.  Moutgcmiery,  as  component  parts  of  a  general  scheme  to  secure 
to  himself  title  to  a  large  body  of  timbered  lands,   in  contravention  oflaw. 

From  said  decision  of  the  local  officers  an  appeal  was  duly  taken  by 
said  Montgomery,  alleging  therein  several  specifications  of  error,  which 
may  be  grouped  under  three  heads,  namely : — 

1st.  Want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  local  office  to  render  any  decision  in 
the  premises,  for  the  reason  that  final  certificates  had  issued  for  the  land 
upon  proofs  regularly  submitted  and  decided  by  the  proper  tribunal  to 
be  sufficient. 

2d.  Error  in  finding  that  the  land  was  fit  for  cultivation  by  ordinary 
methods  of  agriculture,  and,  hence,  not  subject  to  ewry  as  timber  land; 
and 

3d.  Error  in  holding  that  said  entries  were  made  with  fraudulent  in- 
tent, for  the  reason  that  the  notice  given  of  the  hearing  contained  no 
allegation  of  fraud,  or  notice  that  any  other  issue  would  be  tried  than 
"  the  character  of  the  land." 

Your  office,  on  June  21,  1888,  considered  said  appeal,  and  found  from 
the  testimony  that  the  land  embraced  in  said  entries  '^  would  be  suit- 
able for  cultivation  when  cleared;"  that  the  effort  of  the  defense  to 
show  that  the  land  was  chiefly  valuable  for  the  timber  thereon,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  make  no  difference,  since  it  was  shown  by  the  testimony 
that  the  lands,  if  cleared,  would  he  Jit  for  cultivation. 

Your  office  further  found  from  the  evidence,  that  said  Montgomery 
had  i)urchased  from  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  its  selec- 
tions in  said  township  ;  that  the  final  proofs  in  nearly  all  of  the  timber 
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land  entries  in  said  township  were  made  by  one  George  F.  White  and  hia 
assistants,  Robert  Rockwell  and  George  W.Taylor;  that  said  White 
and  his  assistants  ^ere  hired,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  said  Mont- 
gomery to  examine  lauds  for  him  ;  that  said  White  was  the  chief  wit- 
ness for  the  defendants,  and  guided  the  other  witnesses  in  making  an 
examination  of  said  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  witnesses  at  said 
hearings ;  that  White's  testimony  in  said  final  proofs  was  impeached  at 
said  hearings;  that  one  of  said  entrymen,  Bingham,  was  the  attorney 
of  said  Montgomery  and  had  charge  of  the  completion  of  the  entries 
anci  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money  in  some  instances,  and  the 
quesiion  is  asked :  "Why  did  not  Montgomery  testify  in  his  own  behalf, 
and  refute  the  charge  of  conspiracy,  or  why  did  he  not  put  the  entry- 
man  on  the  stand  for  the  same  purpose  ?  " 

Your  office  further  found  that  the  local  officers  had  jurisdiction  to 
determine  the  question  of  fraud,  for  the  reason  that  the  entrymen  were 
duly  advised  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  special 
agents,  upon  which  their  said  entries  were  held  for  cancellation  under 
the  provisions  of  circulars  of  July  31,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  503),  and  May  24, 
1886  (id.,  oio),  and  when  they  applied  for  hearings  the  parties  had 
already  been  advised  of  the  allegations  against  their  entries;  that 
under  the  well  settled  ruling  of  the  Department,  until  the  issuance  of 
patent,  it  has  the  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  validity  of  any  entry, 
upon  any  charge  that  may  be  brought  against  it ;  that  the  testimony 
clearly  shows  that  the  lands  in  question  "  when  cleared,  would  be  sus- 
ceptible of  ordinary  cultivation,  and  are  not  therefore  such  lands  as 
are  contemplated  by  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  and  further  that  said  en- 
tries were  procured  to  be  made  by  James  B.  Montgomery,  in  his  inter- 
est in  violation  of  law."  Said  entries  were  accordingly  held  for  can- 
cellation, and  said  Montgomery  duly  appealed  to  this  Department, 
alleging,  substantially,  the  same  errors  as  in  his  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  local  land  officers,  and  also  that  the  notice  for  hearing  contained 
no  suggestion  or  intimation  that  said  entries  were  fraudulent. 

On  February  27, 1890,  counsel  for  Montgomery  was  heard  orally  in 
support  of  said  appeal,  and  in  addition  to  the  points  specially  mentioned 
therein  contended  strenuously  that,  as  to  the  entries  of  Montgomery 
and  Bingham,  which  were  made  under  the  construction  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  timber  land  act  then  in  force,  they  ought  not  to  be  disturbed 
on  account  of  the  subsequent  change  of  ruling  by  the  Department ;  that 
the  rest  of  said  entries  should  be  allowed  to  go  to  patent,  for  the  reason 
that  the  lands  are  chiefly  valuable  for  timber  and  unfit  for  cultivation, 
and,  if  it  shall  be  adjudged  that  said  entries  would  be  fit  for  cultivation 
if  cleared,  then  the  Department  should  return  to  its  former  ruling  and 
make  the  value  of  the  tract  for  the  timber  or  stone,  at  the  date  of  the 
sale  thereof,  the  criterion  in  determining  whether  it  is  subject  to  sale 
under  said  act ;  that  the  record  fails  to  show  that  there  was  any  fraud 
committed  by  said  entrymen  in  making  said  entries. 
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Tiie  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  3«  1878  (20  Stat.  89),  is  entitled^ 
'^  An  act  for  the  sale  of  timber  lands  in  the  States  of  California,  Oregon, 
Nevada,  and  in  Washington  Territory.^    The  first  section  provides  that^ 
the  surveyed  public  lands  of  the  United  States  withi  n  said  States,  not 
reserved, 

Valuable  chiefly  for  timber,  but  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  which  have  not  been 
offered  at  public  sale  according  to  law,  may  be  sold  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
or  persons  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such,  in  quantities  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  any  one  person  or  association  of  persons,  at 
the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  lands  valuable  chiefly 
for  stone  may  be  sold  od  the  same  terms  as  timber  lands. 

The  second  section  of  said  act  provides  that  any  person  wishing  to 
purchase  timber  or  stone  land — 

Shall  file  with  the  register  of  the  proper  district  a'  written  statement  and  dupli- 
cate, one  of  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office,  designating  by 
legal  subdivisions  the  particular  tract  of  land  he  desires  to  purchase,  setting  forth 
that  the  same  is  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  valuable  chiefly  for  its  timber  and  stone ; 
that  it  is  uninhabited,  contains  no  mining  or  other  improvements,  except  for  ditch 
or  canal  purposes,  where  any  such  do  exist,  save  such  as  were  made  by  or  belong  to 
the  applicant,  nor,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  any  valuable  deposit  of  gold,  silver, 
cinnabar,  copper,  or  coal ;  that  deponent  has  made  no  other  application  under  this  act ; 
that  he  has  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any  agreement  or  contract,  in  any  way 
or  manner,  with  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  by  which  the  title  which  he 
might  acquire  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  inure  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  the  benefit  of  any  person,  except  himself. 

It  is  also  provided  that  "  etfect  shall  be  given  to  the  foregoing  pro- 
visions of  this  act  by  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office." 

On  August  13, 1878,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
issued  instructions  to  registers  and  receivers  under  said  act,  approved 
by  Secretary  Schurz,  which  required  the  timber  or  stone  applicant  to 
make  oath  to  the  duplicate  statement  required,  to  give  due  publication, 
and  make  proof  by  ^^  at  least  two  disinterested  witnesses  "  that  the  land 
applied  for  is  non-mineral  in  character,  unoccupied  and  unimproved, 
and,  if  no  adverse  claim  bo  filed  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days' 
notice  by  publication,  upon  receipt  of  the  purchase  money,  the  local 
land  officers  were  required  to  issue  final  entry  papers  for  the  land.  (2 
C.  L.  L.,  145G.) 

This  statute  has  been  frequently  construed  by  the  Department.  In 
the  case  of  Spithill  v.  Gowen  (2  L.  D.,  631),  decided  May  8,  18S3,  Mr. 
Secretary  Teller  said : 

All  timbered  lands  are  unfit  for  cultivation  in  their  natural  condition ;  but  if  they 
may  be  redeemed  and  made  susceptible  of  cultivation  by  ordinary  farming  process, 
they  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  within  the  purpose  of  this  act,  which  was  intended  to 
embrace  within  its  proviBions  timbered  tracts  only  in  broken,  rugged  or  mountainoos 
districts,  with  soil  unfit  for  ordinary  agricultural  purposes  when  cleared  of  timber. 

This  case  was  a  contest  between  a  pre-emptor  and  a  subsequent  tim- 
ber land  applicant,  and  the  Department  dismissed  the  timber  applica-' 
tion  and  allowed  the  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  to  remain  intact 
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In  the  case  of  James  W.  Baird  (10  0.  L.  O.,  328),  Secretary  Teller  also 
said : 

If  a  settler  desires  to  make  a  home  on  the  public  land,  he  has  the  right  to  select  a 
timber  lot,  if  he  chooses;  and,  if  he  does  select  a  timber  lot,  he  will  not  select  a  poor 
one,  if  he  is  wise.  The  timber  may  be  the  real  indacement  for  him  to  make  the  se- 
lection of  the  land  ;  bnt,  if  he  goes  on  the  land  with  the  intention  of  settlement  under 
the  laws,  and  carries  out  such  intention  by  conforming  to  the  provisions  of  the  stat- 
ntes,  and  completes  his  title,  he  is  not  a  trespasser. 

In  Hughes  v.  Tipton  (2  L.  D.,  :^34-338),  it  was  held  that 

the  character  of  the  soil  at  date  of  entry,  apart  from  the  character  and  value  of  the 
trees  then  covering  it,  is  the  true  test  of  its  status  as  agricultural  land  .....  The 
bnrden  of  proof  must  be  on  the  timber  applicant  where  the  issue  is  on  the  character 
of  the  land ;  for  thlA  law  is  an  exception  to  the  general  settlement  laws,  and  the  per- 
son claiming  its  benefits  must  show  that  his  case  comes  within  the  exception. 

See  also  Rowland  v.  Clemens  (id.,  633);  Merritt?.  Short  e^  aZ.  (3  L.. 
D.,  435);  Woolway  v.  Day  (4  L.  D.,  164);  Houghton  v.  Junett  (id., 
238) ;  Ellis  v.  Moore  (6  L.  D.,  630) ;  Porter  v.  Throop  (id.,  691) ;  Grove 
V.  Crook  (7  L.  D.,  140) ;  Reed  v.  Fitzgerald  (8  L.  D.,  159). 

The  contention  of  counsel  that  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  changed  the  for- 
mer construction  of  said  act,  in  the  case  of  Spithill  i\  Gowen  {supra)  is 
not  supported  by  any  departmental  decision  in  the  brief  of  counsel,  nor 
has  any  such  ruling  been  brought  to  my  attention.  Spithill  v.  Gowen 
did  not  specifically  overrule  any  former  decision  of  the  Department. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  Congress  was  not  actuated  by  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  receiving  revenue  from  the  sale  of  lands  under  the  provisions  of 
said  act.  If  such  had  been  the  object,  the  sale  would  not  have  been 
limited  to  one  entry  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  each  person,  but 
the  lands  would  have  been  put  up  at  auction  for  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder,  without  any  limitation  or  restriction,  except,  perhaps,  to  fix  a 
minimum  price  for  the  sale  of  the  lands. 

It  will  hardly  be  necessary  to  cite  many  authorities  in  support  of  the 
proposition  that  until  ])atent  is  issued,  this  Department  has  the  author- 
ity to  cancel  entries  upon  sufficient  proof,  showing  that  the  land  wai» 
not  subject  to  such  entry,  or  that  the  entry  was  made  in  fraud  of  the 
law.  Such  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  this  Department,  and  is 
sanctioned  by  the  decisions  of  the  United  States  supreme  court.  United 
States  V.  Johnson  et  al,  (5  L.  D.  442)  Leonard  F.  Case  (6  L.  D.,  255) ; 
John  W.  Setchel  (9  L.  D.,  573);  Richardson  v.  Moore  (10  L.  D.,  415) ; 
Witherspoon  v.  Duncan  (4  Wall.,  210);  Lee  y.  Johnson  (116  U.  S.,  48). 

There  was  no  error  therefore  in  exercising  jurisdiction  in  the  premises 
by  the  local  officers  under  the  direction  of  your  office. 

The  second  and  third  divisions  of  errors  assigned  {supra)  involve 
mainly  questions  of  fact  upon  which  both  the  local  office  and  your  of- 
fice agree.  If  the  findings  under  the  second  head  be  correct,  namely: 
the  land  in  question  was  fit  for  cultivation  by  ordinary  agricultural 
process,  then  the  entries  must  be  canceled,  without  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  good  faith  of  the  entrymen. 
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It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  comment  in  detail  upon  the  conflicting 
testimony  in  the  record.  If  the  witnesses  for  the  government  are  tobe 
believed,  then  the  lands  in  question  when  cleared  will  be  fit  for  profit- 
able cultivation  by  the  usual  methods  of  agriculture,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  defendants,  if  true,  shows  that  the 
land  in  controversy  will  not  be  fit  for  profitable  cultivation  when 
cleared,  and,  hence,  it  was  properly  subject  to  entry  under  said  act. 
In  such  case  it  must  be  evident  that  due  weight  should  be  given  to  the 
-concurring  decisions  of  the  local  and  your  office. 

In  the  case  of  Morfey  v.  Barrows  (4  L.  D.,  135),  Acting  Secretary 
Jenks  said : 

The  local  officers,  before  whom  the  witnesses  persoually  appear,  have  the  advan- 
tage oyer  appellate  trlbunaln,  from  their  opportunity  to  observe  the  appearance  and 
bearing  of  the  witnesses,  their  manner  in  giving  their  testimony,  etc.,  for  which 
reason,  especially  in  case  of  contradictory  evidence,  the  Department  looks  with  great 
respect  upon  the  conclusions  of  the  local  office  as  to  matters  fact.  See  also  Kelley  v. 
Halvorson  (6  L.  D.,  225) ;  Austin  v.  Thomas  (id.,  330) ;  Neff  r.  Cowhick  (id.,  660)  ; 
Chichester  v.  Allen  (9  L.  D.,  302) ;  Conly  v.  Price  (id.,  490);  Collier  v.  Wyland  (10  L. 
D.,  96). 

While  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses,  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
land,  must  be  almost  wholly  a  matter  of  opinion,  yet,  taking  into  con- 
sideration all  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  including  the  field  notes  of 
survey,  which  show  that  the  land  in  question  is  first  and  second  rate, 
and  the  general  description  states  that  the  land  in  said  township  '<  is 
well  adapted  to  farming  and  grazing"  (Vol.  5,  p.  489,  General  Land 
Office  Records)  there  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  ground  for  dis- 
turbing the  conclusions  of  the  local  office  and  your  office  relative  to  the 
character  of  the  land. 

Since  said  land  was  not  subject  to  entry  under  said  act,  it  will  be  un- 
necessary to  pass  upon  the  question  of  fraud,  for  the  entries  must  nec- 
essarily be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  affirmed. 

Note — A  similar  ruling  was  made  by  Secretary  Noble  in  the  case  of 
the  United  States  v.  Joseph  Elughes,  William  F.  Hummel,  Joseph  J. 
Meagher,  James  L.  Jewett,  and  James  B.  Montgomery,  decided  Novem- 
ber 24, 1890,  and  involving  lands  in  township  9,  range  1,  west,  Yan- 
'Couver  land  district,  Washington. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— PRIVATE  CLAIM— SURVEY. 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mackel. 

The  land  reserved  by  a  private  claim  for  a  specific  place,  or  rancbo,  is  tliat  included 
within  the  boimdaries  of  the  claim  as  finally  ascertained  and  confirmed. 

The  survey  of  a  private  claim,  made  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1864,  that  has  not  been 
approved  by  the  surveyor  general,  the  General  Land  Office,  or  the  Department,  is 
not  effective  as  against  the  operation  of  a  railroad  grant. 

Secretary  Xohle  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Omieral  Land  Office^  Novem- 
ber 24, 1890. 

The  attorney  for  the  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Company  has  filed  a  mo- 
tion for  review  of  departmental  decision  of  February  25,  1889,  in  the 
case  of  said  company  v.  James  Mackel,  involving  lots  7,  8,  9, 10, 11,  and 
12,  Sec.  23,  T.  2  S.,  K.  7  W.  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California  land  dis- 
trict. 

It  seems  that  in  March  1887,  Mackel  applied  to  make  timber  culture 
entry  for  said  tracts  which  application  was  refused  by  the  local  officers. 
On  appeal  to  your  office  it  was  said : 

The  claim  of  the  railroad  company  was  finally  rejected  as  to  lots  7,  9,  10,  and  11 
of  the  section  specified  by  departmental  decision  of  February  19th  1884,  in  the  case  of 
Charles  Howard,  and  was  finally  rejected  as  to  lot  8  of  said  section,  by  departmental 
decision  of  April  11th  1887  in  the  case  of  £.  £.  Duncanson.  It  only  remains  therefore, 
at  this  time  to  decide  as  to  the  right  of  said  company  to  lot  12,  applied  for  by  Mackel. 

As  to  this  lot  it  was  held  that  it  was  excepted  from  said  grant  by 
reason  of  being  embraced  in  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Jurupa  Hancho 
at  the  date  the  grant  to  the  company  took  ^fiect. 

In  the  departmental  decision  complained  of  the  history  of  the  action 
had  in  your  office  and  this  Department  in  reference  to  the  tracts  in- 
volved in  the  Howard  and  Duncanson  cases  was  recited  and  it  was 
said : — 

It  is  not  contended  by  the  railroad  company  in  its  appeal  that  the  status  of  lot  12 
is  different  in  any  respect  from  that  of  the  other  lots.  The  contention  is  that  not 
only  the  decision  appealed  from  but  the  decisions  in  the  Howard  and  Duncanson 
cases  were  erroneous. 

In  such  interpretation  of  the  law  I  do  not  concur.  Your  decision  is  in  accordance 
with  the  ruling  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Newhall  r.  Sanger  (92  U.  8.  7HI), 
and  is  aflSrmed. 

It  is  now  sought  to  have  that  decision  revoked  on  the  ground  that 
the  case  of  Newhall  v.  Sanger  cited  as  authority  therefor  as  construed 
and  explained  in  the  case  of  United  States  v,  McLaughlin  (127  U.  S., 
428),  does  not  justify  the  conclusion  reached. 

The  decisions  of  this  Department  upon  the  status  of  those  tracts  of 
laud  involved  in  the  Howard  and  the  Duncanson  cases  were  in  accord 
with  the  rulings  of  the  Department  in  force  at  that  time  and  had  become 
final  before  the  decision  in  the  McLaughlin  case  had  been  rendered  by 
the  supreme  court,  and  as  between  the  parties  to  those  cases  would  not 
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now  be  disturbed.  In  the  case  now  under  consideration  the  parties  are 
different  and  as  between  these  parties  the  question  as  to  the  status  of 
the  laud  at  the  date  the  rights  of  said  company  attached  under  its  grant 
is  not  res  judicata.  Until  such  time,  as  the  legal  title  to  a  tract  of  the 
public  land  has  passed  out  of  the  United  States,  the  duty  of  passing 
upon  and  deciding  questions  relating  to  the  right  to  the  title  thereto  is 
cast  upon  this  Department.  In  passing  therefore  upon  Mackel's  appli- 
cation to  enter,  the  claims  of  the  railroad  company  as  against  the  allow- 
ance of  such  application  should,  and  will  be,  taken  into  consideration. 
The  decision  to  be  rendered  herein,  will  not  and  can  not  affect  any 
rights  that  either  Howard  or  Duncanson  nia^  have  acquired  under  the 
decision  in  his  favor. 

These  tracts  are  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of  March  3, 
1871  (16  Stat.,  579)  to  the  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Company  as  shown  by 
the  map  of  designated  route  filed  April  3, 1871.  An  order  of  withdrawal 
embracing  said  tracts  was  made  April  21,  and  received  at  the  local  office 
May  10,1871. 

!f  The  grant  of  the  Jurupa  Raucho  was  confirmed  by  the  board  of  laud 
commissioners  in  1854  and  that  decision  was  in  1861  confirmed  by  the 
district  court,  it  being  said  in  the  decree  of  confirmation : — 

The  lands  of  which  confirmation  is  hereby  made  are  those  known  as  '' Juropa*' 
situated  in  the  county  San  Bernardino  to  the  extent  of  eleven  square  lea^^nes  and 
no  more  within  the  boundaries  designated  in  the  juridical  possession  given  of  said 
lands  to  Juan  Bandini; 

This  was  a  grant  of  a  specific  place  or  rancho  and  the  donee  was  en- 
titled to  the  whole  tract  according  to  the  boundaries  given,  subject  only 
to  the  limitation  imposed  by  the  Mexican  colonization  law  of  1824,  lim- 
iting all  grants  of  this  character  to  eleven  square  leagues  in  quantity. 

The  subsequent  surveys  of  this  grant  demonstrated  that  the  bounda- 
ries set  forth  in  the  grant  embraced  a  less  quantity  than  eleven  square 
leagues.  The  only  thing  necessary  to  locate  land  included  in  this  grant 
was  to  ascertain  and  establish  on  the  ground  by  proper  survey  the 
boundary  lines  as  designated  by  the  decree  of  confirmation.  For  this 
purjmse  a  survey  was  made  in  1869  which  included  within  the  boundaries 
of  said  grant  the  tracts  here  in  controversy.  Tlie  grant  as  located  by 
this  survey  contained  33,819.11  acres,  while  the  survey  made  in  1878 
upon  which  patent  was  finally  issued  showed  the  grant  to  contain 
32,259.16  acres.  The  survey  made  in  1869  was  published  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1864,  and  on  February  26, 1872, 
was  approved  by  the  survej^or  general  for  the  State  of  California.  When 
this  survey  was  examined  in  your  office  it  was  decided  on  May  13,  1876, 
that  the  lines  as  therein  designated  did  not  correspond  with  the  bounda- 
ries set  forth  in  the  record  of  the  juridical  possession,  the  survey  was  re- 
jected and  the  matter  referred  to  the  surveyor  general  with  instructions 
to  amend  tlie  survey  in  accordance  with  the  views  in  said  letter  set  forth. 
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Upon  appeal  to  this  DepartmeDt  that  action  of  your  office  was  by  decision 
of  Pebraary  21, 1877  (21  L.  and  R.  255),  affirmed.  The  survey  made  in 
1878  by  which  the  tracts  in  controversy  were  det  ermined  to  be  outside 
the  limits  of  said  rancho,  was  finally  approved  and  on  April  3, 1879, 
patent  was  issued  for  the  land  thereby  designated.  It  is  contended 
that  these  tracts  were  excepted  from  the  operatt  on  of  the  grant  to  the 
railroad  company  because  they  were  at  the  date  the  same  took  effect 
within  the  claimed  limitn  of  Jurupa  Rancho,  as  designated  by  the  sur- 
vey of  1869.  The  extent  to  which  these  private  land  grants  are  effect- 
ive to  exclude  land  from  a  subsequent  grant  was  under  consideration 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Doolan  v. 
Oarr  (125  U.  S.,  618),  where  it  was  said  : — 

Those  Mexican  claims  were  often  described,  or  attempted  to  be  described,  by  specific 
bonndaries.  They  were  often  claims  for  a  definite  quantity  of  land  within  much 
larger  ontboundaries,  and  they  were  frequently  described  by  the  name  of  a  place  or 
rancho.  To  the  extent  of  the  claim  when  the  grant  was  for  land  with  specific  bound- 
aries, or -known  by  a  particular  name,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  quantity  claimed 
within  outboandaries  containing  a  greater  area,  they  are  excluded  from  the  grant  to 
the  railroad  company. 

The  same  statement  in  effect  was  made  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  V.  McLaughlin  (127  IJ.  S.,  42S).  Under  the  rule  thus  laid  down 
the  land  reserved  by  the  Jurupa  grant  was  that  included  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  claim  as  confirmed,  t.  e.y  within  the  boundaries  shown 
by  the  record  of  the  juridical  possession.  These  boundaries  were  de- 
termined on  the  ground  by  the  survey  of  1878  and  hence  the  only 
land  reserved  by  said  private  grant  was  that  within  that  survey.  To 
render  a  survey  made  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1864  effective,  it  was 
necessary  that  it  should  be  approved  by  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office.  The  survey  of  this  grant  made  in  1869  never  received 
the  approval  of  your  office  or  of  this  Department  and  in  fact  had  not, 
at  the  date  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  took  effect,  been  approved 
by  the  surveyor  general.  Such  a  survey  was  not  effective  to  except 
these  tracts  in  controversy  from  the  operation  of  the  latter  grant. 

For  the  reasons  herein  set  forth  the  departmental  decision  of  Febru- 
ary 25,  1889,  is  hereby  revoked  and  set  aside,  and  the  decision  of  your 
office  of  November  23,  1887,  allowing  MackePs  application  is  reversed 
and  said  application  is,  for  the  reasons  herein  set  forth,  refused. 
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RAILROAD  GRAKT— PROCEEDINGS  ON  FINAL  PROOF— SELECTION- 
SOUTHERN  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barry. 

A  railroad  company  claimiag  rights  under  a  selection  within  a  revoked  indemnity 
withdrawal,  will  not  be  heard  to  plead  insufficient  notice  of  an  adverse  settle- 
ment claim,  where  it  appears  in  response  to  the  settler's  published  notice  of  in- 
tention to  submit  final  proof,  files  protest  setting  up  its  rights,  and  is  duly  heard 
thereon. 

A  settlement  claim,  acqnired  and  maintained  in  good  faith  alter  the  revocation  of  an 
indemnity  withdrawal,  is  entitled  to  priority  as  against  a  subsequent  selection 
by  the  company. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  November 

24,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  November  24,  1888,  holding  for 
cancellation  its  selection  of  lot  2  of  section  11,  T.  3  N.,  R.  20  W.,  S.  B. 
M.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

l?he  land  selected  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  of  March 
3, 1871  (16  Stats.,  579),  to  the  branch  line  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  which  became  effective  when  the  company's  map  of 
designated  route  was  filed  in  your  office  April  3,  1871.  The  indemnity 
lands  under  this  grant  were  withdrawn  from  market  by  order  dated 
April  21,  1871,  and  received  at  the  local  office  on  the  10th  of  the  follow- 
ing May.  The  order  for  this  indemnity  withdrawal  was  revoked  by 
subsequent  order  dated  August  15, 1887,  and  the  indemnity  lands,  ex- 
cept those  covered  by  approved  selections,  were  restored  to  the  public 
domain  and  opened  to  settlement.  See  order  referred  to  (6  L.  D.,  92), 
and  circular  dated  September  6,  1887  (6  L.  D.,  131).  The  order  of  re- 
vocation took  effect  from  its  date,  August  15, 1887,  but  filings  and  en- 
tries were  not  to  be  received  until  notice  of  the  restoration  had  been 
given  as  required  by  the  circular. 

This  notice  was  duly  given,  and  Barry,  the  claimant,  on  the  27th  of 
October,  1887,  filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  land 
in  controversy,  alleging  settlement  thereon  October  1, 1887.  This  land 
had  not  been  selected  by  the  railroad  company  at  the  time  that  the 
order  of  revocation  took  effect  (August  15,  1887,)  but  was  included  in 
its  selection  of  October  3, 1887,  list  25,  a  few  days  subsequent  to  Barry's 
alleged  settlement. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1888,  Barry  gave  the  req  uired  notice  through  the 
register  of  the  local  land  district,  of  his  intention  to  make  final  pre- 
emption proof  before  the  county  clerk  at  San  Buena  Ventura,  ou  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1888.  The  railroad  company  appeared  by  attorney  at 
the  same  time  and  filed  its  protest,  claiming  the  land  in  question  under 
its  indemnity  selection  of  October  3, 1887.  The  final  proof  of  Barry, 
taken  under  protest,  was  submitted  to  the  land  officers,  who  r«*jected 
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the  same  on  the  groand  that  Barry  had  Dot  complied  with  the  reqaire- 
meuts  of  the  pre-emptioD  law  as  to  residence. 

On  appeal,  this  action  of  the  local  officers  was  reversed  by  your  office, 
and  the  company's  Gjelectiou  of  this  laud  was  held  for  cancellHtion. 

The  company  appealed  from  that  decision,  and  the  case  is  now  before 
this  Department  for  consideration. 

The  specifications  of  error  in  substance  allege  : 

1.  Error  in  making  a  decision,  Barry  baviu<;  failed  to  enter  a  contest  against  the 
company's  selection,  as  required  by  tlie  rnles  of  practice. 

2.  Error  in  holding  that  Barry's  residence  was  such  as  required  by  the  pre-emption 
law ;  and 

3.  Error  in  holding  the  company's  selection  for  cancellation. 

As  to  the  first  of  the  alleged  errors,  it  may  be  said  that  the  rules  of 
practice  (Nos.  1,  2,  8  and  9)  referred  to  by  counsel  for  the  company,  do 
not  require  contests.  A  contest  may  be  initiated  by  all  adverse  party 
against  a  party  to  any  entry  or  filing  for  good  and  sufficient  cause  af- 
fecting the  legality  or  validity  of  the  claim,  and  provision  is  made  for 
conducting  such  contests,  but  they  are  not  required.  The  circular 
issued  by  this  Department  September  6,  1887,  and  above  referred  to  as 
relating  to  the  restoration  of  indemnity  laud,  provides,  in  substance, 
that  whenever  application  to  file  or  enter  is  presented,  alleging  upon 
sufficient  prima  facie  showing  that  the  land  is  not  subject  to  the  com- 
pany's right  of  selection,  notice  thereof  will  be  allowed  thirty  days  after 
service  of  said  notice  within  which  to  present  objections  to  the  allow- 
ance of  said  filing  or  entry. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  circular  the  company  was  entitled  to 
notice  of  Barry's  filing,  and  to  thirty  days  after  receiving  such  notice 
to  present  its  objections  to  the  claim;  but  the  circular  does  not  specify 
when  or  by  whom  such  notice  shall  be  given.  Notice  by  publication 
was  given  in  this  case  of  Barry's  intention  to  make  his  final  proof  and 
present  his  preemption  claim.  This  notice  exceeded  thirty  days,  and 
was  intended  for  all  parties,  the  railroad  company  included.  The  com- 
pany appeared  by  counsel  at  the  time  appointed  for  making  this  final 
proof,  and  filed  its  protest.  The  evidence,  taken  under  protest,  was 
submitted  to  the  local  officers,  who  held  the  same  to  be  insufficient. 

The  action  of  the  local  officers  having  been  reversed,  the  company 
has  appealed  to  this  Department  and  submitted  its  arguments,  thus 
showing  it  had  ample  notice  of  Barry's  claim  and  sufficient  opportu- 
nity to  present  its  alleged  prior  rights  to  the  land  under  its  selection. 

It  now  contends  that  the  Department  had  no  authority  to  revoke  the 
indemnity  withdrawal  by  its  order  of  August  15, 1887.  But  this  is  not 
an  open  question.  The  decisions  of  this  Department  in  the  cases  of  the 
Soothern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Meyer  (9  L.  D.,  260),  of  the  same 
company  v.  Cline  (10  L.  D.,  31),  and  of  Lane  v.  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  (10  L.  D.,  454),  are  conclusive  on  this  point.  They  not 
only  recognize  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  revoke  an  order  withdraw- 
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ing  indemnity  lands  under  a  railroad  grant,  bat  hold  that  a  settlement 
made  on  sach  lands  after  the  order  of  revocation  entitles  the  settler  to 
a  priority  of  right  over  a  selection  of  the  same  land  snbseqnently  made 
by  a  railroad  company.  The  settler,  however,  must  prove  that  he 
acted  in  good  faith  and  in  compliance  with  the  settlement  law,  to  en- 
title him  to  the  land. 

In  this  case,  the  proof  shows  that  Barry  settled  on  this  land  October 
1, 1887,  several  days  prior  to  the  selection  by  the  railroad  company,  and 
this  selection  remains  unapproved.  On  the  day  of  settlement  Barry 
built  a  house  on  the  land  and  took  possession  of  it  with  his  family,  and 
claims  that  his  residence  has  been  continuous,  except  when  absent  on 
account  of  sickness  in  his  family.  About  the  1st  of  ^November,  1887, 
one  of  his  children  being  severely  ill,  he  went  with  his  family  to  San 
Buena  Ventura,  where  the  sick  child  could  have  medical  treatment ; 
and  was  detained  there  by  the  continued  sickness  of  this  child  and  the 
confinement  of  his  wife  until  March  I,  18S8,  when  he  returned  to  the 
land  with  his  family  and  remained  there  continuously  until  he  made 
his  final  proof.  Being  a  surveyor  by  occupation,  he  was  occasionally 
absent,  as  explained  in  his  final  proof,  looking  after  and  attending  to 
work  connected  with  his  business. 

Having  established  a  residence  on  the  land,  and  having  no  other 
home,  temporary  absences,  occasioned  by  illness  or  for  the  purpose  of 
making  alivelihood,  do  not  justify  a  presumption  of  abandonment.  (See 
Evan  L.  Morgan,  6  L.  D.,  215 ;  Houf  v,  Gilbert,  id.,  238 ;  John  W.  Al- 
derson,  8  L.  D.,  517 ;  Helen  E.  Dement,  id.,  639). 

According  to  the  evidence,  Barry  frequently  returned  to  the  land 
when  his  family  were  in  San  Buena  Ventura,  and  ate  and  slept  there, 
thus  evincing  good  faith  and  a  determination  to  make  the  tract  a  per- 
manent home.  The  house  built  on  this  land  was  constructed  of  boards; 
it  was  twelve  by  fourteen  feet  in  size,  one  story  high,  with  window,  door 
and  floor,  and  valued  at  fifty  dollars.  The  laud  itself,  containing  17.55 
acres,  was  enclosed,  and  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  was 
under  cultivation  after  Barry  made  his  settlement ;  the  crop  was  har- 
vested shortly  before  the  final  proof  was  made.  It  is  said  that  the  crop 
was  put  in  and  harvested  by  another  party,  and  it  does  not  appear  what 
interest  in  it  was  owned  by  Barry ;  but  there  seems  to  be  no  contention 
as  to  the  crop,  and  as  the  land  was  under  cultivation  after  Barry's  set- 
tlement, the  cultivation  should  inure  to  his  benefit. 

The  case  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v,  Geary  (7  L.  D., 
149),  referred  to  by  counsel  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
differs  materially  from  the  case  under  consideration.  At  the  time  that 
Geary  submitted  his  final  proof  although  he  gave  notice  by  publication 
of  his  intention,  the  Central  Pacific  Company  made  no  appearance,  filed 
no  protest  at  that  time,  and  presented  no  brief  in  support  of  its  right 
to  make  selection  of  the  land.  This  Department,  in  that  presentation 
of  the  case,  held  that  the  claimant  stiould  have  special  notice. 
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Bat  in  the  pendiug  case,  the  Soathern  Pacific  Bailroad  Oompany 
availed  itself  of  the  pablished  notice  givea  by  Barry,  appeared  by 
counsel  at  the  time  of  making  his  final  proof;  protested  against  its 
being  allowed,  and  sabsequently,  on  appeal,  Qled  specitications  of  error, 
and  supported  the  same  with  a  carefully  prepared  argument. 

The  company  has  had  its  day  in  court,  and  its  right  to  make  selection 
of  this  land  having  been  considered,  no  exception  to  a  want  of  notice 
<3an  now  be  sustained.  There  are  other  distinguishing  features  between 
the  Geary  and  the  pending  case,  but  they  need  not  be  referred  to  at 
present. 

Barry's  settlement  on  the  land  in  controversy,  being  subsequent  to 
the  revocation  of  the  indemnity  withdrawal  as  above  mentioned,  and 
prior  in  point  of  time  to  its  selection  by  the  railroad  company,  has 
priority  of  right  to  the  said  land,  and  this  right  will  be  sustained,  pro- 
vided the  claimant  be  able  to  show  that*  he  has  subsequently  acted  in 
good  faith  and  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  pre-emption 
law. 

The  decision  of  your  office,  holding  the  company's  selection  of  this 
tract  for  cancellation,  is  therefore  hereby  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— FAILURE  TO  ESTABLISH  RESIDENCE. 

La  Barbe  v.  Hart  well's  Heirs. 

The  plea  of  sickneas  and  poverty  can  not  be  received  as  an  excuse  for  failare  to  estab- 
lish residence  within  the  requisite  period,  unless  good  faith  is  clearly  shown,  and 
it  is  apparent  that  such  failure  is  due  to  the  caused  alleged. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissiorier  of  the  General  Land  Office,  November 

24, 1890. 

This  motion  is  filed  by  the  heirs  of  Helen  E.  Hartwell,  deceased, 
asking  for  a  review  and  reconsideration  of  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  April  10,  1890,  in  the  above  stated  case. 

The  decision  of  the  Department  now  sought  to  be  rev^iewed  reversed 
the  decision  of  your  office  of  ^November  23, 1888,  dismissing  the  con- 
test of  La  Barre,  and  held  that  the  claimant  never  built  or  placed  a 
house  upon  her  homestead,  nor  established  actual  residence  thereon 
from  the  date  of  entry  up  to  the  date  of  her  decease ;  that  there  being 
no  evidence  that  she  was  prevented  by  sickness,  poverty,  or  climatic 
reasons  from  living  upon  her  homestead  and  establishing  actual  resi- 
dence thereon  within  six  months  after  entry,  such  failure  should  be 
treated  as  an  abandonment  of  her  entry,  and  any  cultivation  of  said 
tract  by  her  heirs  after  her  decease  can  not  avail  or  cure  the  default  of 
the  entryman.  This  was  substantially  the  finding  of  the  Department, 
in  the  decision  now  complained  of. 
2497— VOL  11 32 
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A  review  of  this  decisiou  is  asked  upon  the  followiug  grounds : 

1.  The  Hod.  First  Assistant  Secretary  erred  iaholdincr  that  Helen  E.  Hartwell,  the 
decedent,  was  not  prevented  hy  sickness  or  poverty  from  establishing  a  residence  on 
said  land  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  six  months. 

2.  He  erred  in  holding  that  the  improvements  and  cultivation  by  the  heirs  of  the 
decedent's  death  did  not  cure  any  laches  she  may  have  committed. 

3.  He  erred  in  holding  that  decedent  was  not  taken  sick  until  August  2H,  1881,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  first  six  months. 

6.  He  erred  in  holding  that  because  decedent  did  not  establish  a  residence  on  said 
land  or  build  a  house  thereon  within  six  months  that  such  failure  should  be  treated 
as  an  abandonment  of  said  land  by  her. 

The  eutry  iu  controversy  was  made  February  25, 1881,  and  the  entry- 
man  died  September  17,  1881,  without  having  established  an  actual 
residence  on  the  land.  These  facts  are  admitted,  but  it  is  contended 
that  the  claimant  was  taken  sick  prior  to  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  date  of  entry,  and  under  the  ruling  in  the  cases  of  Grimshaw  v. 
Taylor,  6  L.  D.,  254,  and  Nilson  v.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba 
Hailroad  Company,  lb.,  5G7,  her  failure  to  establish  residence  within 
that  period  is  therefore  excusable  and  can  not  be  treated  as  an  aban- 
donment of  the  land. 

The  six  months  from  date  of  entry  expired  August  25,  1881.  In  the 
decision  of  the  Department  it  is  stated,  that  '^  during  the  summer  of 
1881  decedent  was  employed  teaching  school,  and  about  August  28, 
1881,  she  became  sick  and  went  to  the  house  of  one  Uenry  Gardiner,  iu 
sections  24  and  25,  township  103,  and  died  there  September  17,  1881.'^ 
There  seems  to  be  no  question  that  the  claimant  was  not  confined  to 
her  bed  with  sickness  until  August  28,  as  above  stated,  but  it  is  con- 
tended that  the  testimony  shows  that  she  was  sick  prior  to  that  time. 
It  is  also  shown  by  the  testimony  that  the  same  day  the  decedent  made 
her  homestead  entry,  she  also  made  final  proof  and  entry  of  her  pre- 
emption claim,  which  she  sold  on  the  same  day  to  George  S.  Bidwell, 
reserving  the  shanty  on  said  claim,  intending  to  remove  it  to  her  home- 
stead. The  evidence  shows  that  she  never  built  or  placed  a  house 
upon  her  homestead,  nor  established  an  actual  residence  thereon,  and 
that  after  her  death  Bidwell  removed  the  shanty  from  the  pre-emptiou 
claim  to  his  own  homestead. 

It  may  be  admitted  that  Miss  Hartwell  was  taken  sick  prior  to.  Au- 
gust 25,  as  contended  for  by  counsel,  but  notwithstanding  this  admis- 
sion it  does  not  appear  that  sickness,  poverty  or  climatic  reasons  pre- 
vented her  from  building  a  house  and  establishing  a  residence  ui)on  the 
tract  within  the  six  months  from  date  of  entry. 

The  rule  that  the  settler  must  within  six  months  after  making  his 
entry  establish  his  actual  residence  in  a  house  upon  the  land  is  a 
regulation  of  the  Department,  and  a  failure  to  comply  with  it  will  be 
considered  as  evidence  of  abandonment  of  the  land,  unless  the  utmost 
good  faith  be  shown.  If,  us  in  the  cases  of  Grimshaw  v,  Taylor,  (J  L, 
D.J  254,  and   Xiisoii  r.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  liailroad 
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Company,  lb.,  567,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  en  try  man  showed 
that  it  was  his  bona  fide  intention  to  acquire  the  tract  for  a  home,  and 
that  the  failure  to  establish  actual  residence  within  said  period  was 
only  prevented  by  poverty,  sicknevSs,  or  other  unavoidable  causes,  such 
failure  would  not  sustain  a  charge  of  abandonment,  and  the  settler 
would  be  allowed  to  perfect  his  entry.  But  there  is  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence in  this  case  to  warrant  tlie  finding  that  this  entryman  was  pre- 
vented from  establishing  a  residence  upon  the  tract,  and  the  fact  that  on 
the  day  she  made  her  homestead  entry  she  made  proof  and  payment  on 
her  preemption  claim,  which  she  immediately  sold,  reserving  the  shanty 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  it  to  her  homestead,  and  the  failure  to  take 
any  action  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  residence  upon  the  claim 
from  the  date  of  entry  to  the  month  of  August,  may  all  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  determining  whether  the  entry  was  made  with  bona 
fide  intention  of  acquiring  the  tract  for  a  home. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  this  case,  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  for 
disturbing  the  decision  of  the  Department. 

The  motion  is  refused. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL-INTKRVENOR. 

ABBAHA3I  V.  Gammon. 

Ad  appeal  by  one  not  a  party  to  the  record,  will  not  be  entertained,  in  the  absence 
of  due  showing  as  to  the  nature  of  tlie  interest  claimed  by  the  intervening  ap- 
pellant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  November  24, 1890. 

On  April  5,  1882,  Frederick  W.  Gammon  made  homestead  entry  of 
the  8E.  i  of  Sec.  31,  T.  104  N.,  K.  61  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota.  On  Janu- 
ary 20,  1883,  he  commuted  the  same  to  cash  entry,  and  final  certificate 
No.  9014  was  issued. 

Oil  February  3,  1886,  Will  G.  Abraham  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  entry,  charging  substantially  that  during  the  time  claimant 
held  said  tract  as  a  homestead  he  and  his  family  resided  in  Mitchell, 
Dakota,  continuously. 

A  hearing  was  ordered,  service  being  had  by  publication.  The  regis- 
ter and  receiver  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  and  by 
your  oflice  letter  of  May  27,  1889,  you  aflirm  that  judgment. 

One  O.  T.  Letcher  brings  this  appeal  from  your  said  office  decision. 
lie  is  not  a  party  to  the  record,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  is 
a  transferee  of  the  entryman. 

Rule  102  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  provides  as  follows  :  "  No  person 
not  a  party  to  the  record  shall  intervene  in  a  case  without  first  disclos- 
ing on  oath  the  nature  of  his  interest." 
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There  has  not  been  a  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  rale. 

On  Jaly  23, 1889,  Mr.  J.  M.  Adams,  attorney  for  contestant  filed  a 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  herein,  for  the  reasons  above  assigned. 
Notice  of  this  motion  was  served  by  registered  letter  upon  David  W. 
Scott,  attorney  for  ap[>ellant  herein,  on  July  24,  1889. 

For  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  in  such  cases,  the  motion 
is  sustained  and  the  appeal  dismissed. 

Mary  L.  Tiffany,  7  L.  D.,  4=80 ;  Scott  Rhea,  8  L.  D.,  578 ;  Emmert  v. 
Jordan,  9  L.  D.,  249  ;  Elmer  E.  Bush,  Ibid.,  628. 

The  papers  transmitted  are  herewith  returned. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— *«  DEVOID  OF  TIMBER." 

ZORNE  V.  EEID. 

A  timber  oalture  entry  within  a  section  containing  a  natural  growth  of  valuable  tim- 
ber treee  is  invalid,  and  will  be  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  25,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Joseph  Zorue  v.  John  W.Beidon  appeal 
by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  May  1, 1889,  dismissing  his  contest 
against  the  timber  culture  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  E.  ^  SE.  |  Sec.  26, 
T.  4,  B.  11,  Kirwin,  Kansas  land  district. 

On  January  2, 1880,  Beid  made  timber  culture  entry  for  said  land, 
and  on  July  23,  1886,  Zorne  filed  affidavit  against  the  same  alleging 
that  said  entry  was  made  in  fraud  and  violation  of  law ;  that  at  the 
date  of  said  entry  there  was  a  large  amount  of  timber  in  said  section  of 
natural  growth,  to  wit,  ash,  elm,  hackberry,  cottonwood  and  box  elder, 
ranging  in  size  from  one  and  a  half  inches  to  twenty  inches  in  diame- 
ter and  a  large  quantity  of  stumps  of  same  kind  from  which  timber  had 
been  cut  ]  that  said  timber  is  fit  for  use  for  very  many  practical  pur- 
poses on  a  farm. 

Notice  thereof  was  served  on  the  entryman,  the  case  being  set  for 
September  6, 1886.  Continuances  of  the  hearing  were  had  until  No- 
vember 5th  following  when  the  testimony  was  taken  and  considered  by 
the  local  officers,  and  they  found  that  the  allegations  were  sustained  by 
the  evidence,  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  said  entry,  from 
which  decision  the  entryman  appealed,  and  your  office  decision  of  May  1^ 
1889,  reversed  said  decision  and  dismissed  the  contest,  from  which  the 
contestant  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  testimony  shows  that  this  section  is  not  devoid  of  timber,  baton 
the  contrary  that  there  is  a  thrifty  growth  of  ash,  elm,  hackberry  and 
box  elder,  with  a  few  cottonwood  trees  growing  upon  it — not  merely 
fringing  a  stream — but  scattered  in  groves  about  the  section  in  the  lower 
portions  of  the  land.    The  weight  of  the  testimony  shows  from  five 
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thoasand  to  six  thousand  trees  from  one  and  a  half  inches  to  twenty 
inches  in  diameter  upon  the  land  and  that  there  are  about  three  hun- 
dred stumps  of  various  sizes  from  seven  to  twenty-two  inches  in  diame- 
ter, from  which  timber  had  been  cut. 

A  nnmber  of  the  witnesses  say  the  section  has  always  been  consid- 
ered a  timber  section,  others  say  it  has  been  regarded  as  prairie  laud, — 
all  agree  that  the  timber  on  the  laud  is  increasing  rapidly  by  natural 
growth,  and  that  prairie  fires  and  stock  ranging  over  the  land  formerly 
interfered  to  some  extent  with  the  growth  of  timber. 

The  entryman  introduced  in  evidence  the  record  showing  that  his 
application  to  enter  said  tract  had  been  rejected  by  the  local  officers  on 
the  ground  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  timber  culture  entry,  from 
which  action  he  appealed,  and  to  secure  fav^orable  action  by  the  Com- 
missioner he  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office  the  joint  affidavit  of  a  Mr. 
Baffingfou  and  a  Mr.  Kellum,  who  swear  positively  that  "  they  know  of 
their  own  personal  knowledge  that  there  is  no  timber  whatever  in  said 
entire  section,  and  that  the  only  indications  of  timber  in  said  section 
are  two  stumps  left  where  trees  had  been  cut  off,  and  some  small  scrub 
brush  in  heads  of  drains." 

This  affidavit  was  ex  parte  and  neither  of  these  men  was  called  as  a 
witness  at  the  hearing,  or  was  ever  cross  examined.  Not  only  so,  but 
these  statements  were  untrue,  or  all  the  witnesses  in  this  case  have 
sworn  falsely  at  the  hearing.  Even  the  witnesses  for  the  entryman 
admit  there  are  several  hundred  trees  over  seven  inches  in  diameter 
and  one  says  there  were  several  hundred '^  poles"  between  four  and 
seven  inches  in  diameter,  that  he  did  not  count  as  timber. 

Taking  the  case  as  it  stands  it  is  quite  apparent  that  this  entryman 
felt  that  if  by  any  means  he  could  secure  this  entry,  he  could  hold  it, 
and  have  the  benefit  of  the  timber  growing  upon  it,  as  well  as  the  bene- 
fits ordinarily  accruing  to  a  timber  culture  entry. 

It  is  true  that  the  rulings  of  the  Department  at  the  time  this  entry 
was  made  were  quite  liberal.  A  few  ''scrubby  pines"  scattered  <about, 
or  trees  and  brusii  merely  fringing  a  stream  and  ke[)t  alive  by  the 
moisture  of  the  water  of  the  creek  or  river  and  its  occasional  overflows, 
would  not  prevent  a  timber  culture  entry  being  made  for  the  land,  but 
a  line  must  be  drawn  somewhere,  and,  where  thousands  of  trees  of  va- 
rious varieties  are  growing  in  groves  on  the  tillable  lands,  and  hundreds 
of  stumps  from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  inches,  prove  that  other  trees 
have  grown  there,  the  case  is  beyond  the  most  liberal  construction  ever 
placed  upon  the  law,  and  it  is  certainly  past  the  point  where  the  line 
should  be  drawn.  A  step  beyond  this  case  and  the  forests  of  the  west 
would  beentered  under  the  timber  culture  law.  Nature  has  supplied  this 
section  with  timber,  and  according  to  the  testimony,  had  done  so  prior 
to  this  entry.  The  presence  of  three  hundred  stumps,  some  of  which 
are  twenty-one  inches  in  diameter  and  the  presence  ot  several  hundred 
trees  from  seven  to  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  prove  conclusively  that 
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while  there  may  not  have  been  as  many  trees  upon  the  land  when  the 
entry  was  made  as  at  date  of  contest,  there  was  such  a  growth  of  tim- 
ber as  would  take  the  land  out  of  the  class  open  to  timber  culture  entry, 
and  render  the  entry  invalid. 

Your  decision  is  reversed,  and  the  entry  will  be  canceled. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— INDIAN  COUNTRY— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS. 

OsTLUND  V.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

Settlement  oa  an  odd  numbered  section  which  lies  partly  within  the  former  bonnda- 
ries  of  the  ^'Indian  country,"  claimed  by  the  Wahpefcon  and  Sisseton  Sionx,  and 
wholly  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific,  does  not,  on  the 
extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  confer  any  rights  as  against  said  grant,  if  the  set- 
tlement is  on  that  part  of  the  laud  lying  within  the  Indian  conutry. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offi^ce^  November 

25, 1890. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  Jonas  Ostlund  v.  !N^orthern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  shows  that  on  July  5,  1871,  Ostlund  settled  on  the  NE.  J  of 
Spc.  33,  T.  146  K,  R.  51  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota.  At  the  time  of  his  settle- 
ment all  of  said  tract,  excepting  about  twenty  acres  along  the  northern 
boundary  thereof,  was  within  the  Indian  country  formerly  claimed  by 
the  Wahpeton  and  Sisseton  bands  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  the  whole 
of  said  tract  was  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Companj-,  ordered  March  30,  1872,  on  the  map  of  gen- 
eral route,  also  within  the  granted  limits  as  defined  by  the  map  of  defi- 
nite location,  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  May  26,  1873. 

The  Goose  River  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Indian  country,  and 
flows  eastwardly  through  this  land,  leaving  about  twenty  acres  of  the 
northern  portion  thereof  subject  to  x)re-emption,  at  thetimeofOstlund's 
settlement  in  1871. 

By  letter  of  March  11,  1886,  your  ofiice  allowed  Ostlund  to  file  his 
declaratory  statement  for  the  land  in  dispute.  From  that  action  the 
defendant  herein  appealed,  claiming  that  at  the  time  Ostlund  settled 
on  the  land  it  was  not  open  to  settlement  by  reason  of  the  same  being 
Indian  land  and  occupied  as  such  by  the  said  bands  of  Indiaus.' 

On  said  appeal  the  Secretary  ordered  a  rehearing  by  the  register  and 
receiver  to  determine  whether  the  settlement  of  Ostlund  in  1871  was 
made  north  or  south  of  the  Goose  river,  that  is:  whether  within  or  be- 
yond  the  limits  of  the  Indian  country.  ( See  case  of  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  v.  Ostlund,  5  L.  D.,  670.)  The  register  and  receiver 
found  that  his  settlement  was,  and  still  remains,  south  of  the  river,  and 
so  within  the  Indian  lands.  On  this  finding  of  fact,  which  is  conceded 
to  be  true,  your  offitie  awarded  the  land  to  the  railroad  company',  and 
held  the  filing  of  Ostlund  for  cancellation,  and  Ostlund  now  appeals  to 
this  Department. 
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This  Department  in  the  case  of  Hogland  v.  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  (5  0.  L.  U.,  107,)  held  that  all  lands  wholly  within 
the  Indian  country  and  embraced  witbin  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
for  said  railroad  vested  in  the  company  under  the  terms  of  the  grant, 
upon  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Wahpeton  and  Sisseton 
bauds  of  the  Sioux  Indians.  Their  title  was  fully  extinguished  by 
treaty  on  the  19th  of  May,  1873.  This  was  also  ruled  in  the  case  of 
Buttz  V,  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  119  U.  S.,  55. 

Thii  disposition  to  be  made  of  lands  settled  upon  prior  to  the  extin- 
gnislimeut  of  the  Indian  title,  which,  as  in  this  case,  lay  partly  within 
the  Indian  country  and  wholly  within  the  withdrawal  for  the  railroad, 
wasiletermined  in  the  unreported  departmental  decision  of  July  29, 
1880,  relative  to  claims  of  settlers  along  Goose  River. 

The  rule  laid  down  by  said  decision  was  in  brief  that  if  the  residence 
and  settlement  of  the  claimant  were  upon  the  Indian  lands,  he  could 
have  no  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  part  of  the  land  covered  by  his 
filing.  But  if  his  residence  was  on  that  portion  of  the  claim  not  em- 
braced in  the  Indian  country,  such  residence  and  settlement  drew  to  it 
the  constituent  portion  of  the  legal  subdivision  upon  which  it  was  made. 
(See  5  L.  D.,  supra.)  Under  the  rule  so  adopted,  the  residence  of  Ost- 
Inud,  having  been  within  the  Indian  country,  he  acquired  no  rights  by 
his  settlement  as  against  tbe  defendant.  Had  he  settled  north  of  Goose 
river,  that  is,  outside  the  Indian  country,  such  settlement  being  on  land 
subject  thereto,  he  would  have  been  allowed  to  hold  thereunder  the 
constituent  portion  of  the  two  quarter  quarter  sections  (smallest  legal 
subdivisions)  embraced  in  his  filing,  notwithstanding  much  the  larger 
portion  of  such  subdivisions  was  on  land  not  open  to  settlement. 

At  tbe  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  rule  above  mentioned,  many  other 
plans  were  suggested  and  maturely  considered  by  the  Department,  and 
this  one  adopted  as  being  on  the  whole  the  most  equitable  and  just  to 
the  settlers,  and,  although,  as  in  this  case,  it  may  at  times  work  a  hard- 
ship to  the  settler,  I  see  no  reason  to  change  it  after  it  has  been  fol- 
lowed for  ten  years. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  has  submitted  an  ingenious  argument,  insisting 
that  at  the  time  Ostlund  settled  on  this  land  it  was  not  Indian  land, 
because  in  1864  the  government  had  treated  with  the  Red  Lake  and 
Pembina  bands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  for  the  same  land,  therefore 
the  VVahpetons  and  Sissetons  had  no  claim  thereto,  and  the  land  was 
open  to  settlement  in  1871.  (See  case  of  Hogland  v,  N.  P.  R.  R.  Co., 
supra.)  • 

Without  noticing  this  argument  in  detail,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
this  Department,  Congress  and  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  gov- 
ernment have  recognized  their  title,  and  I  do  not  now  feel  at  liberty  to 
question  the  wisd  jm  of  such  judgment 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 
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REVIEW— RES  JUDICATA— SCHOOL  LAND. 

Michael  Dermody  (on  Review). 

The  final  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  not  subject  to  review  by  hissac* 

cessor  in  office. 
Where  the  State  takes  school  indemnity  for  land  returned  as  mineral  it  is  estopped 

from  asserting  a  further  claim  to  the  basis  even  though  it  is  in  fact  agricultural 

land. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  Xovenu 

her  25,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jane  19, 1890,  in  which  you  state, 
"I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  motion  for  review  of  your 
decision  of  April  9,  1890,  in  the  case  of  Michael  Dermody  (10  L.  D.^ 
419). 

The  motion  transmitted  by  you  is  one  by  Michael  Dermody  '*  for  re- 
view on  error  of  the  Department  decision  rendered  August  12, 1881, 
canceling  the  homestead  entry  of  Peter  Dermody  now  deceased,  as  to 
N.  i  of  the  NE.  J  of  section  16,  T.  35  I^.,  R.  9  W.,  Durango,  Colorado. 

Admitting  that  Michael  Dermody  is  the  legal  representative  of  Pet^r 
Dermody  he  has  no  more  right  in  the  present  instance,  than  would  be 
possessed  by  Peter  Dermody  were  he  still  living,  and  an  application  by 
the  latter  for  a  review  would  be  denied  for  the  reason  that  the  decision 
of  Secretary  Kirkwood  in  the  case  has  become  final,  and  can  not  be 
reviewed  by  the  present  head  of  the  Department.  This  doctrine  is  so 
well  settled  that  no  lengthy  discussion  of  the  same  is  necessary.  J. 
H.  Kopperud  (10  L.  D.,  93)  and  cases  therein  cited. 

The  motion  is  therefore  denied. 

Michael  Dermody  asserts  that  his  brother  Peter  and  himself  have 
maintained  possession  of  the  tract  since  1875,  and  have  improved  and 
cultivated  the  same,  and  he  asks  that  some  relief  be  extended  to  him 
by  the  Department. 

This  land  was  returned  by  the  surveyor  as  mineral  and  was  so  desig- 
nated on  the  plat,  and  it  is  contended  that  under  the  grant  of  school 
lands  to  Colorado,  said  land  could  not  pass  to  the  State  even  though 
such  an  award  was  made  by  this  Department. 

If  the  land  is  in  fact  mineral,  it  can  neither  be  taken  un  Jer  the  grant 
by  the  State,  nor  by  Dermody  as  agricultural  land.  If  it  is  in  fact  agri- 
cultural land  It  passes  to  the  State  under  the  grant.  The  presumption 
that  it  is  mineral  which  arises  from  such  a  return  by  the  surveyor,  may 
be  overcome  by  testimony.  (U.  S.  Mining  Laws  and  Regulations  there- 
under, Circular  of  October  31, 1881). 

If,  acting  upon  the  returns  of  the  surveyor,  the  State  applied  for,  and 
accepted  indemnity  for  this  tract,  she  is  estopped  from  assertiug  any 
further  claim  to  the  same,  even  though  it  is  agricultural  land,  but  it 
should  be  considered  public  land  subject  to  disposal  under  the  public 
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land  laws.  If  it  should  be  found  on  investigation  that  the  facts,  a& 
above  suggested,  warrant  this  conclusion  and  Dermody  should  apply 
to  enter  the  land  as  a  homestead,  his  application  should  be  considered 
upon  its  merits  as  an  application  for  public  land,  and  in  such  an  event 
the  departmental  decision  of  April  9,  1890,  should  not  be  construed  as^ 
denying  his  light  to  make  entry  for  the  tract  in  question. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST—RBSIDENCE. 

Hilton  v.  Skelton. 

Temporary  absences  od  business  may  be  excused,  where  residence  is  established  to 
the  exclusion  of  a  home  elsewhere,  and  the  improvements  demonstrate  the  claim- 
ant's good  faith. 

First  Assist-ant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneraj 

Land  Office^  November  25, 1890. 

« 

Boyington  Skelton  made  homestead  entry  No.  4839  on  June  10, 1882, 
for  the  SE.  J  Sec.  12,  T.  5  S.,  R.  69  W.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

On  January  31,  1887,  P.  W.  Hilton  filed  a  contest  against  said  entry, 
charging  that  claimant 

has  wholly  abandoned  said  tract ;  that  he  has  changed  his  residence  therefrom  for 
more  than  six  months  since  making  said  entry  ;  that  said  tract  is  not  settled  upon 
and  cnltivated  by  said  party  as  required  by  law  ;  that  said  Skelton  never  established 
a  bona  fide  residence  on  said  tract. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  a  hearing  was  duly  had — both  ))arties  being  pres- 
ent— and  upon  the  testimony  taken,  the  register  and  receiver  sustained 
the  contest  and  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  Upon  ap- 
peal, your  office,  by  letter  of  May  17,  1889,  reversed  said  judgment  and 
held,  ''  as  facts,  that  claimant  established  a  bona  fide  residence  on  the 
land  in  1882,  and  maintained  the  same  up  to  the  date  of  the  hearing, 
and  that  he  has  cultivated  and  improved  the  land  and  complied  in  good 
faith  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  regulations  of  the 
Department."  From  this  decision  contestant  appeals,  alleging  sub- 
stantially the  following  grounds  of  error: 

1.  That  the  decision  is  unsupported  by  the  facts  and  against  the 
weight  of  the  evidence. 

2.  It  was  error  to  dismiss  the  contest. 

Claimant  is  thirty-eight  years  old  and  has  lived  in  Colorado  twenty- 
six  years;  he  is  unmarried,  and  prior  to  the  entry  lived  with  his  father 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  land;  about  June,  1882,  be  con- 
structed upon  the  land  a  single-room  frame  house,  with  one  door  and  one 
window,  comfortable  at  all  seasons  in  the  year,  and  respectable  in  ap- 
pearance. 

It  appears  that  eighty  acres  of  this  tract  was.  claimed  by  John  P. 
Marston,  or  his  stepson  Hall,  and  after  claimant  had  entered  the  land^ 
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he  purchased  from  them  their  possessory  right,  giving  therefor  $218, 
and  a  span  of  horses. 

Claimant  fenced  the  entire  tract  with  barbed  wire,  red  spruce  posts, 
boiled  in  tar  and  placed  two  rods  apart;  lie  placed  his  stock,  consisting 
of  horses  and  cattle,  on  the  land.  He  used  it  as  a  stock  ranch  until  1884, 
being  too  dry,  as  he  thought,  to  cultivate  ;  in  that  year  he  sowed  a 
piece  of  wheat ;  in  1886  he  plowed  twenty  acres  and  sowed  a  part  of  it 
in  wheat ;  he  then  organized  a  company  to  get  water  across  a  sag  a 
mile  long  and  twenty-four  feet  deep.  This  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000.00,  cliiimant  owning  one-third  interest.  By  means  of  this  water 
system  his  whole  trace  can  be  irrigated.  He  also  constructed  a  lake, 
covering  forty  acres,  with  an  embankment  from  five  to  twelve  feet  on 
the  west  side,  and  fifty  feet  at  the  base,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.00.  He  ex- 
pended in  all  about  $-3,500.00  on  the  land.  In  the  spring  of  1887,  he 
sowed  twenty  acres  of  oats  and  constructed  ditches  leading  from  the 
water  pipe  to  his  land. 

There  is  little  controversy  over  the  improvements  or  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  land  ;  the  principal  inquiry  relates  to  the  matter  of  resi- 
lience. 

Marston  and  his  stepson  Hall,  from  whom  claimant  purchased  the 
possessory  right  to  eighty  acres  of  the  land,  are  the  principal  witnesses 
against  the  entry.    The  evidence  given  by  them  and  others  is  of  a  neg- 
ative character.    Marston  swears :  *'  I  have  found  him  at  his  home  with 
his  father  and  mother  when  ever  I  have  found  him  at  all,  without  I 
have  found  him  in  town.''    "  I  never  met  him  but  once  on  the  laud.    I 
have  lived  by  it  for  eight  years  and  in  plain  view.    I  have  been  on  it 
several  hundred  times  in  last  five  years.    I  am  hunting  and  fishing  on 
the  lake  every  day  when  it  is  favorable.    Mr.  Skelton  has  not  lived  on 
the  place.    I  understood  he  lived  with  his  father  and  mother.''    Other 
witnesses,  Hall,  Brooks  and  Elliott,  also  give  evidence  of  frequently 
being  at  the  place  and  failure  to  see  claimant  thereabouts.    There  is 
also  evidence  tending  to  show  meager  preparations  for  housekeeping; 
that  the  floor  of  the  house  was  found  torn  up  several  times,  and  claim- 
ant not  about  the  premises.    Claimant  swears  that,  as  soon  as  he  built 
his  house,  he  put  therein  his  furniture,  consisting  of  a  bed,  bedding, 
cooking  utensils,  dishes  and  provisions,  and  occupied  rhe  place  as  a 
home  thereafter ;  that  the  first  year  he  was  on  his  land  nearly  every 
-day,  sleeping  there  at  night  and  also  taking  his  meals  there ;  that  his 
residence  was  continuous  all  the  time:  he  made  several  trips  away  on 
business,  but  always  returned  to  the  land,  and  often  found  on  his  return 
that  his  house  had  been  broken  into,  his  things  disturbed  and  his  floor 
torn  up ;  that  he  repeatedly  repaired  his  house,  and  never  found  oat 
who  had  done  the  mischief;  that  he  always  left  his  furniture  in  the 
house  when  he  went  away ;  that  his  business  as  a  breeder  of  fine  stock 
necessarily  kept  him   from  home.    He  has  three  imported  Norman 
horses,  worth  $9,000.00,  and  he  has  kept  them  a  few  weeks  at  a  time  in 
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Denver  and  other  places ;  he  was  also  in  Denvor  during  the  sitting  of 
the  legislature,  looking  after  certain  measures  of  legislation  pertaining 
to  stock,  and  while  there  rented  a  room.  He  swears  his  home  was  not 
with  his  father,  but  on  the  contrary  on  the  land,  and  in  this  he  is  cor- 
roborated by  several  witnesses,  among  whom  is  his  mother,  who  swears 
he  has  not  lived  with  her  since  he  made  the  entry.  He  admits  frequent 
absences  from  the  land ;  admits  he  occasionally  ate  and  slept  at  his 
father's,  but  swears  he  had  no  other  home  besides  the  land  in  contro- 
versy. 

It  is  said  in  Edwards  v.  Sexson  (1  L.  D.,  63),  that  in  every  jmssible 
case  actual  personal  continuous  residence  is  not  necessary,  and  in  the 
<^ase  of  Patrick  Manning,  7  L.  D.,  144,  it  is  said, 

Actual  presence  od  the  laud  is  necessary  in  the  first  instance  in  order  t-o  acquire 
residence,  as  theentryman  must  go  on  tho  land  for  that  purpose,  but  coutinnous  pres- 
ence, thereafter  is  not  essential  to  the  coutinuity  of  such  residence. 

Each  case,  however,  must  depend  upon  the  facts  and  circumstances 
surrounding  it,  and  if  it  can  be  gathered  or  inferred  therefrom  that  the 
eutryman  established  his  residence  upon  the  land  in  good  faith,  with 
the  intent  to  make  it  his  home  as  evidenced  by  his  residence,  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement,  then  he  should  be  awarded  the  tract  although 
he  may  be  temporarily  absent  therefrom  at  short  intervals  on  business 
or  for  the  purpose  of  earning  means  to  improve  the  tract. 

In  this  case  the  entrymau,  although  not  at  all  times  ou  the  laud,  has 
no  other  recognized  home;  his  improvements  abundantly  demonstrate 
his  good  faith.  I  agree  with  you  that  the  evidence  shows  that  he  es- 
tablished a  bona  fide  residence  on  the  land  in  1882  and  maintained  the 
same  up  to  the  date  of  the  hearing. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed,  and  the  contest  is  dismissed. 


PROCEEDINGS  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT— SECOND  HOMESTEAD. 

United  States  v,  Alexander. 

In  proceedings  by  the  government  against  an  entry,  a  stranger  to  the  record,  alleg- 
ing intervening  settlement  rights,  will  not  be  heard  to  set  up  his  claim,  but 
must  await  the  disposition  of  the  pending  action. 

The  Land  Department  has  authority  to  cancel  an  entry  where  it  is  duly  shown  to 
have  been  procured  through  false  testimony'. 

A  second  homestead  entry  will  not  be  allowed  to  one  who  has  perfected  title  under  a 
former  entry;  and  such  an  eutryman  will  not  be  heard  to  allege  that  his  first 
entry  was  in  fact  illegal,  and  fraudulent,  and  hence  no  bar  to  the  second. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  November  26,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Charles  G.  Alex- 
ander on  his  appeal  from  yonr  decision  of  April  27,  1889,  holding'  for 
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cancellation  his  commuted  homestead  entry  for  the  ISW.  ^  Sec.  17,  T. 
36  S.,  R.  25  E.y  Lakeview  Oregon  land  district. 

On  October  12,  1880,  he  made-  homestead  entry  for  this  tract  and 
commuted  the  same  to  cash  entry  on  June  20, 1883,  and  received  final 
certificate  therefor. 

On  July  31,  1886,  Special  Agent  McCormick  reported  that  said  entry- 
man  had  exhausted  his  right  of  entry  by  making  a  homestead  entry  in 
California  at  the  Stockton  land  office  and  the  entry  in  controversy  wa» 
thereupon  held  for  cancellation,  and  on  November  5,  1886,  Alexander 
was,  by  your  office,  given  sixty  days  in  which  to  apply  for  a  hearing. 

On  January  7,  1887,  he  made  such  application  supported  by  his  affi- 
davit which  contains  among  other  averments  the  following : 

That  prior  to  making  this  said  entry  (ia  the  Lakeview  district)  I  had  never  niade 
a  homestead  entry  under  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America.  I  fur- 
ther say  I  did  not  make  homestead  entry  No.  755  in  the  Stockton  California  Land  dis- 
trict. At  the  time  it  is  alleged  I  made  final  proof  and  commuted  said  entry  at  Stock- 
ton, Gala.,  to  wit,  November  16,  1872, 1  was  residing  in  Tehama  county,  Cala.,  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  ....  I  was  not  within  the  Stockton  land 
district  during  the  said  month  of  November  1872  ....  nor  was  I  in  said  land 
district  during  said  year  1872  except  to  pass  through  it  on  the  cars  without  stopping, 
while  on  my  way  ....  If  any  entry  was  made  in  ray  name  either  under  the 
pre-emption  or  homestead  laws  in  said  Stockton  land  district,  it  was  done  without 
my  knowledge,  and  was  a  fraud  upon  my  rights  and  upon  the  rights  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  This  application  for  a  hearing  is  made  in  good  faith  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  delay. 

Upon  this  showing  a  hearing  was  granted,  on  May  13, 1887,  and  the 
same  was  set  for  November  21,  1887,  and  Special  Agent  Brockenbrough 
was  directed  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  government.  The  hearing  was 
continued  from  time  to  time  until  July  10, 1888,  when  the  eutryman  ap- 
peared in  person  and  by  counsel,  and  the  government  produced  in  evi- 
deuce  the  original  papers  in  the  Stockton  California  entry  in  the  name 
of  Alexander,  and  also  a  duly  certified  copy  of  a  deed  executed  by  him 
to  one  Pickens  for  the  laud  entered. 

On  being  confronted  with  this  evidence  Alexander  went  upon  the 
witness  stand  and  testified  among  other  things,  that  he  was  forty-one 
years  of  age  and  resided  in  Warner  Valley ;  that  the  entry  made  at 
Stockton  land  office  and  the  commuting  of  the  same  was  made  in  his 
name  by  J.  A.  Pickens,  who  lived  in  Fresno  county  California,  and  was 
engaged  in  speculating  in  lands.  He  denies  b'aving  ever  seen  the  land 
or  having  been  at  the  land  office ;  that  he  was  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing. The  patent  rame  to  Pickens  and  he  (Alexander)  made  a  deed  to 
him  (Pickens).  Pickens  said  to  him  *'sign  these  papers  and  I  can  get 
some  land,"  he  signed  them  and  made  the  affidavits ;  does  not  know 
whether  they  were  tilled  up  or  not.  Pickens  had  assisted  him  in  getting 
a  clerkship  and  he  signed  the  papers  to  he]p  him  get  the  land  as  a  mat- 
ter of  friendship,  received  no  compensation  therefor.  He  (Alexander) 
had  been  in  the  confederate  army  three  years. 

Upon  this  testimony  the  local  officers  fouinl  that  he  had  exhausted 
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his  right  to  make  homestead  entry  and  recommended  the  entry  in  con- 
troversy for  cancellation,  from  which  action  Alexander  appealed  to 
yonr  office  and  on  April  27,  1889,  you  affirmed  said  decision  and  held 
the  entry  for  cancellation,  whereupon  he  appealed  to  this  Department. 
He  assigns  as  error : 

First:  That  the  CommissioDer  erred  in  holding  that  claimant  had  exhausted  bis 
rights,  etc. 

Second  :  In  holding  that  a  person  who  had  borne  arni4  against  the  government  of 
the  U.  S.  could,  prior  to  revision  ot  the  statutes  of  the  U.  S.  make  a  homestead  entry. 
The  80  called  tirst  homestead  entry  having  been  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved  May  20,  1862  and  before  the  enactment  of  Sec.  2289  (Rev.  Stat.). 

Third  :  In  not  holding!;  that  the  entryman  was  eoti  tied  to  make  a  homestead  entry 
under  Sec.  2289  (Rev.  Stat.)  even  though  he  had  made  an  entry  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  May  20,  1862. 

Pending  this  appeal,  Henry  K.  Oopp,  attorney  for  Nehemiah  Fine, 
filed,  on  September  14, 1889  in  your  office,  an  application  that  Fine  be 
allowed  to  appear  in  the  case  as  an  intervener,  and  the  same  is  sup- 
ported by  the  affidavit  of  Fine  corroborated  by  several  witnesses  setting 
forth  that  in  1888,  immediately  after  the  local  officers  had  recommended 
the  cancellation  of  Alexander's  entry  he  (Fine)  had  gone  upon  the  land 
to  make  a  settlement  and  that  he  had  built  a  house  thereon  and  moved 
his  family  into  the  same,  and  that  he  had  earnestly  tried  to  make  a 
settlement  and  residence  on  the  land  and  had  applied  to  enter  the  same; 
that  Alexander  and  his  hired  men  had  torn  down  his  (affiant's)  house 
and  carried  away  the  material  at  two  different  times;  that  he  had  re- 
built each  time  and  was  continuing  to  live  on  the  land ;  that  Alexander 
had  transferred  his  interest  in  the  land  to  one  H.  G.  Wilson,  and  that 
Wilson  had  brought  an  action  in  a  justice's  court  and  upon  a  judgment 
of  restitution  had  caused  him  to  be  ejected  from  the  premises,  but  that 
he  had  again  returned  and  was  attempting  to  retain  his  settlement ;  that 
Wilson  had  brought  suit  against  him  in  the  United  States  court  at 
Portland,  Oregon  (Wilson  being  a  citizen  of  California)  and  that  the 
same  was  still  pending. 

It  is  insisted  by  counsel  for  Fine  that  the  appeal  of  Alexander  is 
made  in  bad  faith  and  is  fraudulent ;  that  it  is  for  delay  merely  and  to 
harrass  a  settler,  and  he  moves  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 

Also:  That  Alexander's  entry  being  fraudulent  is  therefore  abso- 
lately  void;  that  it  did  fiot  segregate  this  land  from  the  public  domain 
and  was  therefore  no  bar  to  Fine's  settlement,  and  that  Fine  being  a 
legal  settler  in  possession  of  the  land,  has  rights  in  the  premises  that 
should  be  protected. 

On  October  15,  1889,  Cogswell  and  Boss,  attorneys  for  Alexander 
filed  in  your  office  objections  to  Fine's  applic^ation  to  he  allowed  to  in- 
tervene, and  among  other  objections  they  allege  that  the  contest  was 
not  initiated  by  Fine,  but  by  the  general  government  and  that  he  could 
acquire  no  rights  thereunder,  or  claim  to  the  land  thereby,  other  than 
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could  any  other  citizen — they  deny  that  his  settlement  gtves  him  any 
prior  right  to  enter  the  land. 

Upon  the  appeal  of  Alexander  they  raise  the  question  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Land  Department  of  the  government  to  try  this  cause,  and 
to  show  their  good  faith  in  this  objection  to  jurisdiction,  which  they  say 
can  be  raised  at  any  time,  and  than  it  is  not  ''frivolous"  they  ottered  a 
newspaper  clipping  which  they  say  is  the  printed  decision  of  Circuit 
Judge  M.  P.  Deiuly,  involving  this  identical  land. 

The  decision  purports  to  be  the  decision  of  the  United  Stages  circuit 
court,  district  of  Oregon. — Henry  0.  Wilson  v.  Nehemiah  Fine — Action 
to  recover  possession  of  real  property,  heard^ipon  demurrer  to  answer* 
In  this  decision  the  court  held  that: 

All  entry  and  certificate  issued  to  a  settler  under  the  homestead  act.  for  land  subject 
to  entry  thereunder,  can  not  be  set  aside  or  canceled  by  the  laud  Department  on  its 
own  motion  for  fraud  or  mistake  committed  or  occurring  in  obtaining  or  issuing  it. 
In  such  case  the  government  must  seek  redress  in  the  courts,  etc. 

This  is  substantially  the  case  as  it  appears  of  record. 

The  case  is  regularly  before  tlie  Department. 

The  right  of  Fine  to  make  entry  by  reason  of  his  settlement  can  be 
determined  when  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  his  settlement  arises. 
A  decision  of  the  question  before  me,  viz,  the  validity  of  Alexaibder's 
entry,  does  not  involve  the  rights  of  third  persons,  except  they  should 
claim  under  Alexander,  and  I  therefore  see  no  reason  for  considering 
Fine's  claim  at  this  time,  or  for  making  him  a  party  hereto.  This  being 
so,  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  is  not  properly  before  me. 

This  leaves  only  tbe  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Land  Depart- 
ment of  the  government  to  try  this  cause.  This  question  has  been  so 
well  settled  that  it  does  not  require  discussion.  I  note  the  fact  how- 
ever, that  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  cited  by 
counsel  herein,  to  wit,  Cornelius  v,  Kessel  (128  U.  8.,  456)  say — 

The  power  of  supervision  possessed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the]General  Land  Office 
over  the  acts  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  local  land  oflUce  in  the  disposition  of 
the  public  lands,  undoubtedly  authorizes  him  to  correct  and  annul  entries  of  land  al- 
lowed by  theui But  the  power  of  supervision  and  correction    .... 

can  be  exerted  only  when  the  entry  was  made  upon  false  testimony  or  without  au- 
thority of  law. 

This  implies  authority  to  inquire  into,  to  try  and  determine  whether 
the  entry  was  made  on  false  testimony  and  if  so  to  cancel  it,  as  this  is 
all  the  jurisdiction  that  is  sought  to  be  exercised  in  the  case  ac  bar,  I 
shall  proceed  to  dispose  of  the  case. 

The  first  assignment  of  error,  is  a  mere  assumption  that  your  office 
decision  was  wrong ;  it  does  not  specify  any  error. 

The  second  and  third  amount  to  one  assignment,  and  are  not  well 
taken. 

An  entryman  can  not  make  a  second  homestead  entry,  he  having  per- 
fected title  under  the  first.    One  having  made  an  entry,  is  estopped  to 
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plead  his  own  wrong — to  say  tbat  it  was  fraudulent  and  procured  by 
his  own  perjury.  This  entryman  admits  that  he  was  an  instrument  ia 
the  hands  of  a  "  laud  speculator"  to  aid  in  defrauding  the  government^ 
the  record  shows  thit  he,  himself,  made  the  entry  and  perfected  hi& 
title,  to  secure  a  hearing  he  swears  that  if  such  entry  was  made  it  was 
made  without  his  knowledge  and  was  a  fraud  upon  his  rights  and  the 
rights  of  the  government,  this  too  after  deliberation  and  consultation 
with  his  counsel.  When  confronted  with  the  proof,  he  attempts  to- 
plead  ignorance  of  law  when  the  first  entry  was  made,  but  he  na 
where  explains  his  affidavit  for  a  hearing.  Taking  the  case  as  it  stands 
it  illustrates  the  wisdom  of  the  law  that  gives  the  Land  Department 
authority  to  cancel  a  frau<lulent  entry,  procured  by  false  swearing. 
Your  decision  is  affirmed  and  the  entry  of  Alexander  will  be  canceled* 


PRACTICE-MOTION  FOR  REVIEW— HYPOTHETICAL  CASE. 

Catlin  v.  Northern  Pacific  E.  R.  Co.  (on  Review). 

In  the  absence  of  sufficient  reason  shown,  a  motion  for  review  will  not  be  coDsidered^ 

if  not  filed  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice. 
The  Department  will  not  render  an  opinion  in  a  hypothetical  case. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  November 

2^,  1890. 

On  March  27th  last,  the  attorney  for  the  Sforthern  Pacific  railroad 
company  submitted  a  letter  asking  for  "  a  re  examination  of  the  law  of 
April  21, 1876,  as  applied  in  the  case  of  Wm.Catlin  "  decided  Septem- 
ber 26,  1889  (9  L.  D.,  423). 

The  attorney  says  that, — 

While  the  time  for  filing  an  application  for  review  of  that  case  has  elapsed,  and  we 
may  not  now  obtain  a  reversal  of  said  decision  to  the  extent  of  an  award  of  said  land 
to  us,  we  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  re-examino  the  law  of  the  case  in  connection 
with  the  accompanying  argument,  and  that  you  may  reach  and  adox)t  the  conclusion 
therein  contended  for.  This  we  ask  because  the  decision  will  reach  a  large  number 
of  other  cases  along  the  Hue  of  the  road. 

Should  you  coincide  with  our  view  of  the  law,  we  would  ask  that  you  will  so  in- 
struct the  Commissioner,  to  the  end  that  your  decision  in  said  case  of  Catlin  may  not 
be  taken  by  him  as  controlling  in  other  like  cases  which  are  now  before  him,  aud  to 
which  he  will  of  course  apply  the  rule  of  said  decision. 

He  further  states : 

By  a  reference  to  the  case  of  Catlin  it  will  be  obHerved  that  his  claim  was  initiated 
April  13,  18H3. 

The  plat  of  definite  location  of  the  line  of  road  opposite  said  land  was  filed  in  the 
Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office,  July  6,  1882,  bat  the  with- 
drawal was  not  ordered  until  June  9,  1883. 

Now  our  contention  is  that  the  1st  section  of  the  law  of  1876  is  not  prospective  in 
its  provisions;  it  cannot  and  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  entries  initiated  since  its 
passage  as  it  was  enacted  with  the  view  to  remedy  an  evil  then  existiug — to  relieve 
certain  settlers  who  had  beeu  brought  into  misfortune  by  conflicting  rulings  of  the 
Land  Department. 
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No  reason  is  assigaed  by  the  company  for  its  failure  to  file  a  motion 
for  review  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice.  Had 
43uch  motion  been  filed  the  alleged  errors  would  have  been  fully  exam- 
ined. 

To  grant  this  request  now  before  me  would  be  to  invite  applications 
for  the  reconsideration  of  many  decisions  without  reference  to  the  rules 
of  practice.  Such  an  undertaking  cannot  be  assumed  in  justice  to  the 
many  cases  pending  and  awaiting  examination  in  regular  order. 

Furthermore,  eliminating  the  facts  in  the  Oatlin  case,  the  question 
becomes  merely  hypothetical.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to 
decline  to  answer  such  questions.  Neil  A.  Hill  (9  L.  D.,  194) ;  W.  H. 
Miller  (7  L.  D.,  254).    The  wisdom  of  this  practice  must  be  obvious. 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated  the  request  is  denied. 


PRIVATE  CXiAIM-INDEMNITT  SELECTION. 

Ranoho  Punta  de  la  Laguna. 

Selections  under  the  act  of  October  1,  1890|  in  lieu  of  lands  belonging  to  said  rancho, 
and  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  must  be  made  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  said  act,  and  may  be  made  by  duly  appointed  attorney,  or  authorized 
agent,,  under  appropriate  instructions  to  the  local  officers. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oensral  Land  Office^  Novem- 

her  26,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  office  report  daced  the  13th  instant  upon  the 
communication  of  the  attornev  for  the  beneficiaries  under  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  <^An  act  relative  to  the  Eancho  Punta  de  la  Laguna," 
approved  October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.,  644),  requesting  that  an  order  may 
be  issued  at  an  early  date  authorizing  selections  to  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act,  on  account  of  the  limited  time  within  which  said 
selections  can  be  made.    The  preamble  of  said  act  recites  that : 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  five  thousand  and  ninety-nine  and  ninety-three  one-hun- 
dred ths  acres  of  land  embraced  in  the  Rancho  Punta  de  la  Lacuna,  in  the  counties  of 
Santa  Barbara  and  San  Luis  Obispo,  State  of  California,  granted  and  confirmed  to 
Luis  AreUanes  and  Emidio  Miguel  Ortega,  have  been  appropriated  to  the  use  and 
disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  coutirmees,  claimants,  and  owners 
have  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  same. 

The  enacting  clause  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior— 

to  carefully  investigate  the  said  allegation  in  the  preamble  of  this  act  mentioned, 
and  if  he  shall  find  that  said  allegation  is  true  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  make  good  any  such  deficiency  so  found  to  exist  to  the  persons  justly  entitled 
thereto,  by  issuing  to  them  patents  for  an  equal  quantity  of  the  unoccupied,  unap- 
propriated, and  unreserved  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, not  mineral,  to  be  selected  by  them,  respectively,  within  one  year  next  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  not  afterward,  and  in  tracts  not  less  than  the  snbdivis- 
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ions  provided  for  in  the  United  States  land  laws,  and  if  not  surveyed  when  taken, 
to  oonforuii  when  surveyed,  to  the  general  system  of  the  United  States  land  surveys; 
■and  the  issnanoe  and  acceptance  of  patents  under  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
418  a  release  to  the  United  States  of  all  claims  of  all  persons  so  found  to  be  entitled  as 
aforesaid  to  any  and  all  lands  not  embraced  in  the  survey  made  under  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  said  grant  in  tho  preamble  of  this  act  mentioned. 

Id  sapport  of  his  said  applicatioD,  said  attorney  filed  with  the  Depart- 
ment an  abstract  of  title  to  said  rancho,  also  affidavits  of  the  alleged 
owners,  and  beneficiaries  under  said  act,  and  the  affidavits  of  the  local 
■attorneys  giving  the  names  of  the  parties  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
4said  act,  together  with  a  copy  of  court  record  in  a  partition  suit  to  de- 
4;ermine  the  relative  rights  of  the  several  claimants  to  said  Bancho. 
There  is  also  filed  a  power  of  attorney  appointing  W.  E.  Dargie,  of  the 
<5ity  of  Oakland,  in  Oalifornia,  attorney  in  fact  with  full  power  to  act 
for  all  of  said  beneficiaries,  except  one,  and  another  power  of  attorney 
from  said  Dargie  constituting  George  0.  Hazleton,  of  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia,  his  attorney  in  fact  to  act  for  him  and  the  said  beneficiaries 
under  said  act. 

Upon  the  evidence  submitted  and  from  the  records  of  your  office, 
you  report:  (I)  That  the  Pnnta  de  la  Bancho  was  legally  entitled  to 
six  square  leagues  of  land  in  amount  to  equal  26, 632.08  acres ;  (2)  That 
by  reason  of  an  erroneous  survey,  including  lands  ^^  within  the  grant 
and  juridical  possession  of  the  '  Quad ulupe '  ....  its  area  has, 
therefore,  been  reduced  to  21,530.14;"  (3)  That  the  lands  within  the 
Juridical  possession  of  the  Pnnta  la  Laguna  rancho,  erroneously  ex- 
cluded from  the  final  survey  and  patent  thereof  have  been  disposed  of 
by  the  United  States  as  public  lands,  and  (4)  yon  therefore  find  that 
«aid  allegation  in  the  preamble  of  said  act  is  sustained  by  the  evidence. 
In  this  view  I  fully  concur. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  finding  in  said  report  relative  to  the 
proportionate  shares  of  the  several  claimants  and  ^owners  is  sustained 
by  the  evidence.  Said  finding  is  based  upon  the  fi.nal  decree  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  county  of  Santa  Barbara,  in  said  State,  in  a  suit 
for  partition  of  the  interests  of  the  several  claimants  as  tenants  in 
common  of  said  ^^Bancho  Punta  de  la  Laguna,"  and  transfers  subse- 
quently made  by  some  of  the  parties  in  interest.  At  the  date  of  said 
act  the  record  shows  prima  facie  that  the  following  persons  were  each 
entitled  to  indemnity  under  its  provisions  to  the  amount  set  opposite 
each  name,  to  wit : 

W.  L.  ADAM 110-1320 424.99  acres. 

J.  L.  SOHUM AN 110-1320 424.99  <' 

EBMINIA  DABGIE,  formerly 

EBMINIA  PERALTA 110-1320 424.99  " 

JOSEPA  P.  VAN  VBANKEN 

formerly  JOSEPA  PEBALTA.  110-1320 424.99  « 

ISAAC  GOLDTBEE 220-1320 849.99  " 

2497— VOL  11 33 


it 
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J.  B.  ARELLANES 220-1320 849.99acre8. 

W.  B.  D  ARGIB 220-1320 849.99 

J.  H.  Rice 55-1320 212.49 

ELIZA  DUTARD,  wife  of  HIP- 

POLYTE  DUTARD 65-1320 212.49     '^ 

L.  M.  KAISER 65-1320 212.49     *» 

S.I.JAMISON 45-1320 .173.86 

Estate  of  A.  TOGNAZZINI 10-1320 38.63     " 


Total 5099.89 

The  record  fails  to  show  that  said  attorney  In  fact,  Dargie,  is  aathor- 
ized  to  represent  the  estate  of  A.  Tognazzini  which  appears  to  be  en- 
titled to  select  as  indemnity  only  38.63  acres  less  than  the  smallest  legal 
subdivision.  But  since  it  appears  that  he  left  several  minor  children^ 
and  that  an  administrator  of  said  estate  has  been  daly  apiK)inted,  I 
agree  with  you  that  sach  administrator  or  daty  authorized  guardian  of 
said  children  may  be  allowed  to  select  the  indemnity  to  which  they  ap> 
pear  to  be  entitled.  Said  act  requires  patents  to  be  issued  to  said  bene- 
ficiaries duly  found  entitled  thereto,  •'  for  an  equal  quantity  of  the  un- 
occupied, unappropriated,  and  unsurveyed  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  California,  not  mineral,''  which  lands  are  required 
<'  to  be  selected  by  them  (that  is,  the  beneficiaries),  respectively,  within 
one  year  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  not  afterward,  and  in 
tracts  not  less  than  the  subdivisions  provided  for  in  the  United  States 
land  laws,  and  if  not  surveyed  when  taken,  to  conform,  when  surveyed, 
to  the  general  system  of  the  United  States  land  surveys."  The  benefi. 
claries  are  therefore  limited  by  the  express  terms  of  said  act  to  one  year 
from  October  1, 1890,  to  make  said  selections.  If  they  fail  to  make  said 
selections  within  the  time  specified,  or  select  land  of  the  character  not 
granted,  they  do  so  at  their  peril,  for  this  Department  has  no  authority 
to  extend  the  time  prescribed  in  said  act.  Baca  Float  No.  three  (5  L. 
D.,  705).  I  see  no  objection,  however,  to  allowing  said  selections  to  be 
made  by  the  duly  appointed  attorney  or  authorized  agent  of  said  bene- 
ficiaries under  appropriate  instructions  to  the  several  local  land  officers 
in  said  State.  You  will  please  prepare  said  instructions,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and  transmit  the  same  for  my  approval. 

It  is  not  intended  to  decide  herein  that  the  Department  will  issue 
patents  upon  the  selections  made  by  said  beneficiaries,  if  it  shall  appear 
from  further  evidence  that  the  parties  are  not  ^'justly -entitled"  thereto. 
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COAL  LAND— DECLARATORY  STATEMENT— PREFERENCE  RIGHT. 

BuLLARD  V.  Flanagan. 

A  coal  declaratory  statement  should  uot  be  received  wLile  the  land  is  covered  by  the 
existing  homestead  entry  of  another. 

Priority  of  possession  and  improvement  of  coal  land,  followed  by  proper  filing  and 
development  of  the  mine  in  good  faith,  entitle  the  claimant  to  the  preference 
right  of  purchase  nnder  the  statute. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  November  26, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  WiUiain  H.  Ballard  from  your  office 
decisiou  of  May  18, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  the  coal  declaratory 
statement  of  said  Bnllard  for  lot  4,  of  Sec.  2,  T.  7  N.,  B.  47  E.,  Miles 
City,  Montana,  and  allowing  A.  P.  B'lanagan  to  perfect  his  coal  filing 
for  said  tract. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  12th  of  May,  1880,  said  Flanagan  filed 
a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said  lot  together  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  adjoining  it. 

On  January  5,  1881,  one  Carland  made  a  timber  culture  entry  for 
said  tract.  A  contest  between  said  Carland  and  Flanagan  was  had 
which  finally  resulted  in  favor  of  Garland. 

January  9,  1883,  upon  receipt  of  the  final  decision  in  that  case  at  the 
local  office  one  H.  H.  Gerrish  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  Gar- 
land's entry.    A  hearing  was  ordered  for  May  16,  1883,  at  which- 
Carland  made  default  and  Oerrish's  homestead  entry  was  allowed. 

On  January  22,  1883,  Flanagan  presented  an  application  to  contest 
Garland's  timber  culture  entry  which  was  denied  by  the  local  officers 
and  your  office  sustained  them,  and  upon  appeal  here,  your  said  office 
decision  was  affirmed. 

April  5, 1884,  Flanagan  tiled  here  a  motion  for  review  thereupon,  on 
May  9,  1884,  the  decision  was  revoked  and  a  hearing  ordered  between 
Flanagan  and  Gerrish  which  was  had  and  the  local  officers  found  in 
favor  of  Flanagan  and  upon  appeal  to  your  office  their  decision  was 
affirmed  on  the  22nd  day  of  June,  1885. 

November  10, 1886,  your  office  ordered  Gerrish's  homestead  entry 
canceled.  Afterwards  on  !N^ovember  24, 1885,  your  office  ordered  action 
thereon  suspended  to  allow  time  for  Gerrish  to  proceed  under  Rule  85 
of  Bales  of  Practice. 

January  11,  1886,  your  office  directed  the  local  officers  to  proceed  as 
under  your  letter  of  November  10,  1885. 

September  12,  1885,  Flanagan  filed  his  relinquishment  as  a  pre-emp- 
tion claimant  to  said  lot  4  and  accompanied  it  with  a  coal  declaratory 
statement  for  said  lot  but  neither  paper  was  entered  of  record. 

September  15, 1885,  BuUard  the  present  contestant  also  filed  a  coal 
declaratory  statement  for  said  lot  4,  which  was  disallowed.    On  Novem- 
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ber.20, 1885,  Bollard  again  filed  his  coal  declaratory  statement  for  said 
lot,  which  was  allowed  by  the  local  officers  after  they  had  noted  on  their 
docket  a  cancellation  of  G-errish's  homestead  entry  parsnant  to  yoar 
office  decision  of  November  10, 1885. 

On  the  17th  day  of  January,  1886,  the  local  officers  made  opposite 
Oerrish's  homestead  entry  the  annotation  on  their  docket  ^*  Finally  can- 
celed as  per  Commissioner's  letter  "G"  Janaary  11, 1886.'* 

On  Janaary  23, 1886,  Flanagan  offered  again  to  file  a  coal  declaratory 
statement  for  said  lot  4,  which  was  accepted  by  the  local  offict-rs  his 
former  application,  as  well  as  Ballard's  first  one,  having  been  rejected 
for  the  reason  that  said  lot  was  then  covered  by  Gerrish's  homestead 
entry  then  pending  in  contest  on  appeal. 

On  September  29,  1886,  Ballard  published  notice  of  his  intention  to 
make  final  proof  on  his  coal  declaratory  statement  and  particularly 
notified  Flanagan  of  his  intention. 

On  October  7,  1836,  notice  was  given  by  Flanagan  of  his  intention  to 
make  final  proof  on  said  tract  November  8,  1886,  was  fixed  as  the 
time  for  both  of  the  parties  to  make  their  proof  at  which  time  both  par- 
ties appeared  and  submitted  their  evidence.  From  the  evidence  intro- 
duced before  them  the  local  officers  found  in  favor  of  Flanagan  and 
against  BuUard.  From  this  decision  Bullard  appealed  to  your  office, 
which  on  the  16th  day  of  March,  1889,  reversed  their  decision  and  dis- 
allowed Flanagan's  coal  declaratory  statement  and  allowed  BuUard'sfor 
said  tract. 

Afterwards  a  motion  for  review  was  filed  in  your  office  by  Flanagan 
and  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1889,  your  office  reversed  your  said  decis- 
ion of  March  16th,  1889,  and  recalled  the  said  decision  and  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  local  officers  and  awarded  the  tract  to  Flanagan. 

From  your  said  office  decision  of  May  18, 1889,  Bullard  appeals. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  in  1880,  Flanagan  first  laid  claim 
to  the  tract  in  dispute  by  filing  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
for  it.  Afterwards  it  appears  that  coal  was  discovered  in  close  prox- 
imity to  it,  so  much  so  that  it  appeared  reasonably  certain  that  the  tract 
was  more  valuable  for  coal  than  fbr  agricultural  purposes  and  no  doubt 
acting  on  this  assumption  Flanagan,  on  the  12th  day  of  September, 
1885,  offered  to  file  his  relinquishment  to  said  tract  as  a  pre-emptor  and 
at  the  same  time  offered  his  coal  filing  on  it  neither  of  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  local  officers.  They  were  both  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  said  tract  was  embraced  in  the  subsisting  homestead  entry  of 
Gerrish.  The  homestead  entry  of  Gerrish  was  subsequently  canceled 
on  the  proceedings  by  Flanagan  but  before  Gerrish's  entry  was  finally' 
ordered  canceled  by  your  office,  to  wit,  on  November  20, 1885,  Ballard 
again  presented  his  coal  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract  which  was 
allowed  by  the  local  officers. 

a 

On  November  24, 1885,  your  office  suspended  action  on  your  letter  of 
November  10, 1885,  ordering  Gerrish's  entry  canceled  and  the  saspen- 
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siOQ  remained  antil  the  llth  day  of  Jauaary,  1886,  when  yonr  office 
directed  the  local  officers  to  cancel  Gerrish's  homestead  entry.  On 
January  23, 1886,  Flanagan  again  presented  his  coal  declaratory  state- 
ment for  said  tract  which  the  local  officers  accepted.  Both  parties  gave 
notice  of  their  intention  to  perfect  their  title  nnder  their  coal  declaratory 
statements.  The  hearing  was  ordered  and  had  thereon  to  determine 
their  respective  rights.  The  evidence  adduced  is  voluminous  and  con- 
flicting. I  have  examined  it  carefully  and  I  find  that  Flanagan  has 
been  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  tract  since  1880,  claiming  it  all  the 
time  under  either  his  pre-emption  or  coal  declaratory  statement.  That 
his  gooil  faith  is  shown  as  a  coal  claimant  from  the  date  of  his  first  ofifer 
to  file  coal  declaratory  statement,  to  wit,  September  12,  1885,  that  he 
commenced  to  take  out  coal  a  few  days  thereafter  and  has  continued  to 
take  out  coal  in  considerable  quantities  and  develop  the  mine  as  best 
he  could.  That  his  improvements  are  worth  from  $800  to  $900,  thereon. 
On  the  other  hand  Bullard  was  never  on  the  tract  until  the  14th  day  of 
September,  1885,  the  day  before  he  offered  his  first  filing.  His  improve- 
ments are  not  worth  to  exceed  $550.  There  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
his  improvements  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  development  of  the 
mine,  or  for  his  own  benefit  or  the  benefit  of  another. 

Flanagan's  good  faith  is  shown  to  be  superior  tx)  that  of  Bullard's  in 
the  premises.  The  offer  of  Flanagan  to  file  coal  declaratory  statcinent 
on  September  12,  1885,  and  Bullard  his  of  September  15,  1885,  were 
properly  rejected  because  at  that  time  the  tract  was  covered  by  Ger- 
rish's  homestead  entry.  The  acceptance  of  Bullard's  coal  declaratory 
statement  of  November  20, 1885,  was  erroneous  and  illegal  for  the  same 
reason,  as  Gerrish's  homestead  entry  was  not  fiually  directed  to  be  can- 
celed by  your  office  until  January  11, 1886,  and  in  fact  canceled  by  the 
local  officers  on  the  17th  day  of  January,  1886.  On  the  23rd  day  of 
January,  1886,  five  days  after  the  final  cancellation  of  Gerrish's  home- 
stead entry  Flanagan  off'ered  his  coal  declaratory  statement  which  was 
properly  accepted  by  the  local  officers  and  which  was  the  first  legal 
filing  after  the  cancellation  of  Gerrish's  homestead  entry.  It  is  clear 
that  Flanagan's  possession  and  improvement  of  the  tract  were  prior  to 
Bullard's  and  being  followed  by  proper  filing  and  continued  good  faith 
entitles  him  to  the  preference  under  the  statute.  See  Revised  Stats., 
sections  2348,  2340,  and  2351. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  I  am  satisfied  that  the  con- 
clusion reached  by  your  office  in  the  decision  appealed  from  is  correct 
and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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PRIVATE  CLAIM— STATEMENT  OP  ACTION. 

Nolan  Gbant  No.  39. 

Id  view  of  the  conflict  betw^eea  the  optniona  heretofore  expressed  and  entertained 
with  respect  to  the  validity  and  status  of  this  grant,  and  the  varions  complica- 
tions arising  thereunder,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  present  claimant  proposes 
to  assert  his  alleged  right  through  the  representative  of  a  foreign  government,  the 
Department  does  not  deem  it  expedient  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  case  in 
its  present  condition. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  November  26, 1890. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  October  23, 1890,  traus- 
mitting  a  note  from  the  Charge  ad  interim  of  Mexico,  here,  relative  to 
the  complaint  of  William  Pinkerton,  said  to  be  a  Mexican  citizen,  as  to 
the  action  of  this  Department  in  declaring  that  certain  lands,  claimed 
by  him  are  part  of  the  public  domain,  whereby  he  has  sustained  heavy 
losses;  and  you  request  my  views  as  to  Mr.  Pinkertoifs  complaint  and 
the  practicability  of  his  proposition  to  secure  indemnity  in  the  premises, 
provided  he  is  entitled  thereto. 

The  alleged  claim  of  Mr.  Pinkerton  grows  out  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Nolan  grant.  No.  39. 

Under  section  eight  of  the  act  of  July  22, 1854  (10  Stats.,  308),  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  surveyor-general  of  New  Mexico,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, ''  to  ascertain  the  origin,  nature, 
character  and  extent  of  all  claims  to  lands  under  the  laws  and  usages 
and  customs  of  Spain  and  Mexico,"  and  report  to  Congress  his  opinion 
as  to  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  each  of  the  same ;  and  it  was  declared 
that: 

nntil  the  final  action  of  Congress  on  snch  claims,  all  lands  covered  thereby  shall 
be  reserved  from  sale  or  other  disposal  by  tbe  government. 

On  February  27, 1860,  the  widow  and  heirs  of  one  Gervacio  Nolan 
filed  before  the  surveyor-general  of  New  Mexico,  under  said  act  of  Con- 
gress, a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  situated  in  Mora  county  in  said  Terri- 
tory, which  was  said  to  have  been  granted  by  the  Mexican  authorities 
to  said  Nolan  and  two  others  on  November  18,  1845 ;  and  that  previous 
to  the  decease  of  said  Nolan,  he  purchased  all  the  right  title  and  interest 
of  his  said  associates.  On  this  application  proceedings  were  duly  had 
before  the  surveyor-general  who,  on  July  10,  1800,  reported  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  grant  was  valid,  and  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  said  Nolan,  in  whom  title  to  the  whole 
grant  was  shown  to  be  vested.  Said  report  was  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress by  this  Department  on  January  11,  1861.  See  House  Executive 
Document  No.  28,  2d  Sess.  36th  Congress. 

Some  time  afterwards,  the  exact  date  does  not  appear,  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  the  said  Grerv^cio  Nolan  presented  another  application  to 
the  surveyor-general  of  New  Mexico,  under  the  act  of  1854,  wherein 
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claim  was  t«et  up  to  a  different  tract  of  laud  alleged  to  have  been 
granted  to  said  Nolan  by  the  Mexican  authorities  on  December  1, 1843. 
After  investigation,  the  surveyor-general,  on  October  8,  1861,  reported 
favorably  on  said  grant  also,  and  his  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress 
by  this  Department  on  May  12,  18G2.  See  House  Executive  Document 
No.  112,  2ud  Sess.,  37th  Congress,  page  30.  The  first  described  claim 
was  No.  9  in  the  surveyor-general's  report,  which  to  prevent  confusion 
was  subsequently  changed  to  39  ;  and  the  second  claim  was  numbered 
48,  which  number  was  retained.  The  claim  in  which  Mr.  Pinkerton 
asserts  an  interest  is  the  one  known  as  No.  39. 

On  July  1, 1868,  the  committee  on  private  land  claims  of  the  House,  • 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  two  Nolan  grauts  and  a  number  of  some- 
what similar  claims,  in  reporting  thereon,  said  that  the  Mexican  coloni- 
zation law  of  1824  and  the  regulations  thereunder  of  1828  limit  <Hhe 
amount  of  public  lands  to  be  granted  to  a  single  individual  to  the  areal 
extent  of  eleven  square  leagues."  The  committee  recommended  a  num- 
ber of  claims  for  confirmation,  because  they  did  not  exceed  the  above 
area,  and  because  they  were  prior  in  date  to  the  Mexican  laws  quoted. 
The  committee  then  said: 

The  claims  of  Gervacio  Nolan  being  nnmbered  thirty-nine  (39)  and  forty-eight  (4S) 
being  of  a  date  long  subseqaent  to  said  decree  and  regalationa,  and  as  yonr  committee 
Are  informed  exceeding  the  limits  of  said  decree,  are  withheld  for  further  iuveatiga- 
tion.    (H.  Report  No.  71,  40th  Cong.  2d  sess.,  p.  5.) 

After  this,  no  mention  of  claim  No.  39  is  found  among  the  congres- 
sional proceedings,  but  by  act  of  July  1,  1870  (16  Stats.,  616),  Congress 
confirmed  grant  No.  4S  to  the  extent  of  eleven  square  leagues. 

By  the  second  section  of  said  act  the  claim  as  confirmed  is  directed  to 
be  located  in  a  compact  body,  the  extent  or  lines  thereof  being  ad- 
justed to  the  public  surveys  as  far  as  practicable ;  and  claims  of  ac- 
tual settlers  within  the  located  tract  are  to  be  protected  and  for  the 
aggregate  area  of  such  claims  the  heirs  of  Nolan  are  authorized  to  lo- 
cskte  a  like  quantity  of  public  lands  according  to  the  lines  of  public  sur- 
veys within  the  boundaries  of  the  original  grant  by  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities to  Nolan.    Section  four  provided : 

That  npon  the  adjustment  of  said  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Gervacio  Nolan,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  snrveyor-geuoral  of  the  dis- 
trict to  furnish  properly  approved  plats  to  said  claimants,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives, which  shall  be  evidence  of  title,  the  same  to  be  done  according  to  such  instruc- 
tions as  may  be  given  by  the  commissioner  of  the  general  laud  office  :  Provided^  hoW' 
every  That  when  said  lands  are  so  coufirmed,^8urveyed,  and  patented,  they  shall  be 
held  and  taken  to  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  further  claims  or  demands  against  the 
United  States. 

The  survey  of  said  grant  was  duly  made,  the  claims  of  the  settlers 
and  grantees  adjusted  and  patent  issued  to  the  confirmees. 

On  Abgnst  2, 1876,  Mr.  M.  W.  Mills,  claiming  to  represent  a  number 
of  settlers  on  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  claim  No.  39,  filed  in  the 
General  Land  Office  a  protest  against  the  r     <  <  x  i. 
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said  lands  on  the  part  of  the  alleged  grantees,  on  the  ground  that  aa- 
der  the  Mexican  laws  Nolan  could  obtain  but  eleven  leagues,  which 
had  already  been  confirmed  to  him  by  Congress. 

The  surveyor-general  of  New  Mexico  having  made  a  contract,  among- 
others,  for  the  survey  of  said  private  land  claim  No.  39,  on  September 
1, 1877,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofiice  wrote  to  him  re- 
fusing to  approve  of  the  said  contract  because  said  claim  has  ^*  no  legal 
status."    A  copy  of  this  letter  marked  "A"  is  herewith  sent. 

On  March  29, 1880,  application  was  made  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  for  a  survey  of  said  tract  by  Mr.  Martin  Andrewis, 
who  offered  to  deposit  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  cover  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  survey,  and  on  December  1,  1880,  the  Commissioner  wrote 
to  the  surveyor-general  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed survey  as  he,  the  Commissioner,  <<  has  become  satisfied  that  no 
objection  exists  to  the  making  of  a  preliminary  survey  of  said  claim 
under  the  deposit  system."  A  copy  of  this  letter  marked  ''  B"  is  also- 
sent  you.  In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  a  survey  of  said  grant 
was  made  and  the  plat  thereof  was  transmitted  to  the  General  Laud 
Office  March  7,  1883. 

On  May  23, 1881,  Mr.  J.  M.Cunningham,  claiming  to  be  part  owner  of 
said  grant,  tiled  a  protest  against  the  intrusion  of  settlers  thereon. 

On  August  21, 1882,  Mr.  O.  P.  Mc Mains,  claiming  to  represent  set- 
tlers upon  said  grant,  filed  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  aa 
appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice in  re-opening  the  case  and  ordering  a  survey.  On  October  9, 
1882,  Secretary  Teller  dismissed  said  appeal  because  no  final  decision 
had  been  made  by  the  Land  Office  from  which  an  appeal  would  lie^ 
See  copy  of  his  decision  marked  "C." 

On  May  7,  1883,  McMains  filed  the  protest  of  a  number  of  settlers 
upon  the  grant  against  the  approval  of  the  survey,  a  copy  of  which  pro- 
test marked  "  D"  is  herewith.  O".  reference  of  the  same  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  he  reported  adversely  thereon  oi^ 
August  19,  and  26,  1884.  See  copy  of  the  two  reports,  respectively^ 
marked  "  E  "  and  "  F  " :  and  on  November  18,  1884,  the  Secretary  con- 
curred in  the  views  of  the  Commissioner.  See  Secretary's  letter 
marked  **G". 

On  April  11, 1885,  Mr.  McMains  filed  before  this  Department  another 
application  to  have  the  lands  within  said  grant  thrown  open  for  settle- 
ment, and  on  reference  of  the  same  to  the  General  Land  Office  the  Com- 
missioner, on  May  30, 1886,  reported  favorably,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  Land  Office  report  for  1886,  p.  121. 

On  June  23, 1885,  Mr.  Pinkerton  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
protesting  against  the  injustice  of  the  last  report  of  the  Commissioner,, 
and  stating  the  grant  had  been  divided  among  the  original  grantees,  and 
that  he  represented  the  interest  of  Lucero.  A  copy  of  this  letter^ 
marked  "  H  ",  is  inclosed. 


T 
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On  Janaary  9, 1886^  my  predecessor.  Secretary  Lamar,  decided  that 
the  lands  in  question  should  no  longer  be  held  in  reservation  on  account 
of  said  grant,  and  directed  them  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement  and 
entry;  a  copy  of  which  decision,  marked  '*  I",  is  also  inclosed,  and  will 
be  found  reported  in  volume  4,  of  the  Land  decisions,  p.  311. 

On  March  11, 1886,  the  heirs  of  Juan  Maria  Baca  claiming,  through 
Nolan,  to  own  one-half  of  said  grant,  filed  a  protest  against  the  depart- 
mental decision,  and  as  evidence  of  their  right  and  title  in  the  premises 
they  produced  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  district  court  of  Mora  county 
dividing  said  grant  between  themselves  and  the  heirs  of  Nolan.  A 
copy  of  said  protest  and  decree  is  also  sent  you,  marke<l  ^'  J.  '^ 

Subsequently  an  application  to  the  Secretary  to  review  and  reverse 
his  said  decision  was  filed,  but,  on  April  5, 1886,  after  full  consideration 
of  the  subject,  he  decided  to  adhere  to  his  former  ruling.  A  copy  of 
this  last  decision,  marked  ^'  K",  is  sent  you,  and  it  is  also  reported  in  4 
L.  D.,  p.  479. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  in  the  decision  of 
January  9, 1886,  the  lands  within  the  claimed  limits  of  said  grant  have 
been  thrown  open  and  a  large  number  of  settlers  have  located  thereon,, 
as  alleged. 

Mr.  Pinkerton,  on  April  24,  1886,  made  application  to  the  President 
to  investigate  the  case  and  reverse  the  action  of  the  Secretary  in  the 
premises.  The  matter  was  referred  by  the  President  to  the  Attorney- 
General  for  an  opinion,  which  was  submitted  by  that  officer  on  April' 
23, 1887,  and  a  copy  whereof  is  furnished  you,  marked  ^^  L." 

No  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  the  President  upon  the  At- 
torney-General's opinion,  which  conflicts  with  that  of  Secretary  Lamar,, 
as  to  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon  the  act  of  July  1, 1870,  aupra^ 
confirming  the  other  Nolan  grant.  Said  opinion,  I  am  advised,  was  in- 
formally sent  to  the  Secretary  and  by  hio)  sent  tx)  the  files  of  the  De- 
partment here  without  action. 

There  has  been  much  other  correspondence  between  the  Land  Office,, 
the  named,  and  other  parties  in  relation  to  said  grant.  Protests  and 
counter  protests  have  been  filed,  particular  reference  to  which  has  not 
been  deemed  necessary  in  the  very  full  and  detailed  statement  which  I 
send  and  which  is  believed  to  contain  a  fair  narrative  of  all  the  matters 
which  may  have  any  bearing  upon  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pinkerton,  in  the 
premises,  or  afford  any  light  in  your  investigation  of  the  same. 

There  has  also  been  much  litigation  in  the  local  courts  between  the 
grant-claimants  and  settlers  or  intruders  upon  the  disputed  territory,. 
of  which  latter  Mr.  M.  W.  Mills,  the  District  Attorney  of  New  Mexico, 
wrote,  on  June  13, 1885,  to  the  General  Land  Office— <' There  are  about  a 
thousand  settlers  on  this  grant."  He  also  wrote  that  hundreds  of  suit» 
had  been  instituted  against  the  settlers,  many  of  which  were  pending,, 
and  that  of  those  which  had  reached  a  judicial  determination,  without 
exception,  the  decisions  were  in  favor  of  the  settlers.    On  November  9,. 


522  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

1885,  Mr.  Mills  wrote  that  one  of  said  oases,  that  of  William  Pinkertoa 
v,  Epifanio  Ledaax,  had  been  carried  to  the  United  Stat.es  supreme 
<cuiirt,  and  as  he  was  unable  to  follow  it  there,  he  suggested  that  the 
Attorney-General  take  charge  of  the  case  in  that  court.  Acting  upon 
this  suggestion,  on  January  9, 1836,  Secretary  Lamar  wrote  to  the  At- 
torney-General calling  his  attention  to  said  case,  and  requesting  him, 
inasmuch  as  the  interests  of  the  settlers  and  of  the  government  seemed 
to  be  identical,  to  appear  and  protect  said  interests.  This  case  was  ar- 
gued at  the  October  term,  1888,  of  the  supreme  court,  but  the  Attorney- 
General  did  not  appear  therein.    It  is  reported  in  129  (7.  S.,  p.  346. 

The  judgment  of  the  lower  court  in  favor  of  the  settler  was  affirmed, 
mainly  upon  the  ground  that  the  tract  in  controversy  was  not  clearly 
«hown  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the  grant.  No  question  as  to  the  va- 
lidity of  the  grant  or  the  construction  of  the  proviso  in  the  act  of  July, 
1870,  supruj  was  raised,  though  both  of  these  questions  would  seem  to 
have  been  presented  by  the  record.  Indeed,  the  court  commented 
sharply  upon  the  omission  to  raise  and  discuss  these  questions.  It  said, 
on  page  355 : 

This  case  seems  to  have  been  very  perfunctorily  tried  and  discussed.  Thero  is  a 
question  which  may  be  entitled  to  much  consideration,  whether  the  Nolan  title  has 
any  validity  at  all  without  confirmation  by  Congress.  The  act  of  July  22,  1^4,  be- 
fore referred  to,  seems  to  imply  that  this  was  necessary.  There  is  also  another  act  of 
Congress  which  may  have  a  bearing  on  the  case.  We  refer  to  the  act  of  July  1, 1870, 
16  Stat.,  646,  c.  202,  by  which  another  grant  to  Nolan  was  confirmed  to  the  extent  of 
-eleven  leagues.  After  various  provisions  with  regard  to  the  exterior  lines  of  those  eleven 
leagues,  the  4th  section  declares  **  that  upon  the  adjustment  of  said  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Gervacio  Nolan,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
surveyor  general  of  the  district  to  furnish  properly  approved  plats  to  said  claimants^ 
«to. :  Provided,  that  wheu  said  lands  are  so  confirmed,  surveyed  and  patented,  they 
shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  further  claims  or  demands 
■against  the  United  States." 

Whether  this  provision  was  not  intended  to  affect  the  entire  claim  of  Nolan  for 
any  grant  of  lands  in  New  Mexico  may  be  a  serious  question.  Without  expreaalng 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  it  suffices  to  say  that  we  see  no  error  in  the  judgment  of 
the  supreme  court  of  New  Mexico,  and  it  is  therefore  affirmed. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  question  of  the  construction 
of  said  proviso  was  not  presented  to  and  settled  by  the  court  in  tb»t 
<5ase,  as  it  would  have  prevented  further  controversy  as  to  the  title  to 
the  lands  within  the  limits  of  grant  No.  39. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement  that  the  action  of  the 
Land  Department  in  relation  to  the  Nolan  grant  No.  39  has  not  been 
entirely  consistent.  In  the  first  instance  the  Commissioner  (William- 
son) refused  to  approve  of  a  contract  for  the  survey  thereof,  whereby  its 
reservation  would  have  been  noted  on  the  tract  books,  holding  that  said 
grant,  under  the  act  of  1870,  supray  had ''  no  legal  status."  Three  years 
afterwards,  the  same  officer  found  no  objection  ^'  to  the  making  of  a 
preliminary  survey  of  said  claim  under  the  deposit  system."  Four  years 
later,  Commissioner  McFarland,  and  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison, 
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• 

recomniended  that  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  as  shown  by 
the  sorvey,  be  sospended  from  entry  and  that  the  petition  of  the  settlers 
to  the  contrary  be  rejected.  In  this  recommendation  Secretary  Teller 
coocnrred.  The  next  year  Commissioner  Sparks  recommended  that 
said  lands  be  thrown  open  to  entry  and  settlement,  and  in  this  view 
Secretary  Lamar  concarred.  And  then  there  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  which  conflicts,  as  to  the  law,  with  that  of  Secretary 
Lumar,  and  the  dubitantur  of  the  supreme  court. 

The  question  in  the  case,  which  has  heretofore  been  considered  by 
the  Department,  is  purely  legal,  and  arises  out  of  the  construction 
placed  upon  the  statute  of  July  1, 1870,  supra^  and  more  particularly 
the  proviso  to  the  tbnrth  section  thereof.  On  the  one  side  it  was 
thought  that  the  proviso  only  declared  that  acceptance  of  patent  under 
that  act  should  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  further  claims  in  relation 
to  grant  No.  48.  It  is  asserted  that  said  grant  was  for  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  land  than  the  amount  for  which  it  was  confirmed,  and  that 
the  proviso  was  meant  to  prevent  the  setting  up  of  any  claim  there- 
after against  the  government,  because  of  the  curtailment  of  tbe  original 
area,  or  because  of  the  recognition  of  the  claims  of  settlers  within  the 
limits  of  the  grant  when  located.  And  it  is  insisted  that  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  government  in  carrying  out  its  treaty  stipula- 
tions, confirming  a  grant  made  by  a  former  government  and  securing 
the  citizen  the  enjoyment  of  his  private  property,  would  exact  such  a 
hard  condition  as  a  release  of  <^  all  further  claims  or  demands  against 
the  United  States"  of  every  kind  or  desciiption;  that  even  if  it  were 
held  that  under  the  Mexican  laws  IS'olan  conld  receive  but  one  grant, 
limited  in  amount  to  eleven  square  leagues,  yet,  inasmuch  as  grant  No. 
39  was  made  to  Nolan,  Lucero  and  Aragon,  even  if  Congreiss  meant  to 
restrict  the  first  to  a  grant  of  eleven  square  leagues  under  the  Mexican 
law,  it  is  not  fair  to  suppose  that  the  grant  to  the  others  was  to  be  ob- 
literated entirely,  even  though  they  had  exercised  their  lawful  right  of 
selling  their  interest  in  said  grant  to  Nolan  or  any  one  else. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  said  Nolan  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  also  the  owner,  by  transfer  from  his  uncle 
Antonio  Sandoval,  of  the  Estancia  grant,  situated  in  Valencia  county, 
New  Mexico;  that  on  the  application  of  his  heirs  the  surveyor-general 
investigated  said  claim  and  reported  favorably  thereon,  which  report 
was  duly  transmitted  by  this  Department  to  Congress  on  February  8, 
1873,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Senate  £x.  Doc.  No.  40, 4'ind  Con- 
gress, 3rd  Session. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  argued  that  to  arrive  at  the  true  intention  of 
Congress  the  entire  act  must  be  read  and  construed  as  a  whole  in  ac- 
cordance with  tbe  well-settled  rules  applicable  thereto ;  that  the  claim 
of  Nolan  was  but  an  equitable  claim  at  most  and  not  a  perfect  legal 
right  or  title  to  the  land  in  question  ;  that  of  the  extent  of  the  equities 
Congress  is  the  sole  judge,  and  its  judgment  cannot  be  questioned ; 
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that  reading  the  act  in  this  light  it  is  apparent  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  exaction  of  a  release  from  the  Nolans  on  account  of  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  area  of  grant  No.  48,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  legal  claim 
against  the  government  for  more  than  it  had  thought  proper  to  recog- 
nize by  its  confirmation;  that  the  release  in  the  proviso  cannot 
properly  be  construed  to  be  required  to  protect  the  government  from 
any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Nolan  heirs,  because  of  the  recognition  of 
the  claims  of  the  settlers  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  inasmuch  as 
lieu  lands  are  awarded  therefor  to  the  heirs,  and  the  right  of  the  settlers 
to  make  entry  of  their  claims  is  especially  provided  for  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  said  act.  In  view  of  this  provision,  it  is  asserted,  as  a  familiar 
rule  of  construction,  that  where  a  statute  contains  a  particular  enact- 
ment, and  a  general  enactment,  which  mightinclude  the  particular  one^ 
both  should  be  operative,  but  the  general  enactment  must  be  taken  to 
affect  only  cases  outside  of  those  within  the  particular  language.  (End- 
lich  on  Statutes,  par.  399).  That  the  general  language  of  the  proviso  is 
not  to  be  construed  as  applicable  to  all  claims  of  every  nature  and  kind, 
but  is  restricted,  by  the  more  specific  language  with  which  it  is  associ- 
ated, to  claims  ejusdem  generis  as  those  designated  by  the  particular 
words,  in  the  absence  of  clear  intention  otherwise,  (ibid,  par.  405) 
That  under  these  canons  of  construction  the  conclusion  is  clear  that  it 
was  the  purpose  of  Congress,  as  a  condition  annexed  to  the  acceptance 
of  patents  under  said  act,  to  require  a  release  of  all  claims  of  a  like 
nature  as  against  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  made  very  clear  how,  or  through  whom,  Mr.  Pinkerton  claims 
title.  It  appears  from  the  letter  of  the  Mexican  Charge,  inclosed  by 
you,  that  he  purchased  from  the  Nolan  heirs,  who  are  bound  to  protect 
and  defend  him  in  the  possession  of  the  tract  sold ;  whilst  Mr.  Pinker- 
ton  himself  states,  in  his  letter  herewith  sent  you,  that  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  Lucero  and  now  owns  the  same.  It  will  be  observed  that 
in  the  record  of  grant  39,  sent  up  by  the  surveyor-general,  it  is  shown 
that  Lucero  sold  to  Gervacio  Nolan  his  interest  in  said  grant;  that 
Nolan  asserted  a  claim  to  the  whole  grant,  and  the  record  contains 
what  puri>ort  to  be  conveyances  from  both,  Lucero  and  Aragon,  to 
Nolan  of  their  interest  in  said  grant,  and  that  the  surveyor  recom- 
mended the  confirmation  of  the  whole  grant  to  the  heirs  of  Nolan  ;  and 
all  these  matters  were  of  record  before  Pinkerton  claims  to  have  pur- 
chased. The  decree  of  the  district  court  of  New  Mexico  seems  to  have 
been  an  amicable  suit,  and  therefore  settled  nothing  except  perhaps  as 
between  the  parties  thereto.  The  claim  now  made  through  Lucero 
would  seem  to  have  additional  complications  connected  with  it. 

Amid  these  complications  and  conflicts  of  opinion,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Pinkerton,  through  the  minister  of  a  foreign  government, 
proposes  to  make  reclamation  or  demand  indemnity  of  the  United  States 
for  an  alleged  wrong,  claimed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  improper 
action  of  this  Department,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  perhaps  ud- 
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wi.se  £k  r  me  at  this  time  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  his 
case,  as  suggested  by  you.  With  every  disposition  to  throw  all  the  light 
upon  the  case  and  its  complications,  I  send  this  very  fail  statement  and 
the  namerons  exhibits  referred  to,  and  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  any  other 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  which  may  be  desired ; 
but  prefer  to  postpone  an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  case  in  its 
present  aspect  lest  it  might  be  a  prejudgment  in  a  matter  which  has 
not  yet  assumed  definite  shape. 

I  also  inclose  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  made  on  the  reference  of  your  letter  to  him  and  marked  ^<M." 


TIMBER  C'lJLTUBB  CONTEST- RKLlNQtJlSHMENT. 

DORBINOTON  V.  DE  HART. 

A  timber  cultare  entry  vntbin  a  seotion  that  oontains  a  natural  sapply  of  timber  trees 
is  illegal  and  must  be  canceled. 

The  right  of  a  contestant  to  proceed  against  an  entry  and  seonre  the  results  of  the 
contest,  is  not  defeated  by  a  subsequent  relinquishment  of  the  entry/  and  the  in- 
tervening filing  of  another. 

IHrst  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  28, 1890. 

Tonr  letter  of  November  6, 1889,  transmitted  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  Albert  Dorrington  v,  Henry  L.  De'Hart  on  appeal  by  the  former 
from  yonr  decision  of  February  5, 1889,  dismissing  his  contest  against 
the  timber  cultare  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  NW.  J  Sec.  17,  T.  32,  E. 
57  W.,  Valentine  land  district,  Nebraska.  It  also  transmitted  the  papers 
in  the  contest  case  of  one  Nathaniel  Searcy  against  the  same  entry,  also 
the  affidavit  of  a  contest  by  L.  A.  Dorrington  upon  a  very  different 
charge,  and  also  the  affidavit  of  contest  of  one  Frank  T.  Roxbury  against 
the  same  entry,  also  the  relinquishment  of  De'Hart  to  the  entry  and 
notice  by  the  local  officers  that  one  Peter  Wernsmann  had  also  filed  a 
declaratory  statement  for  the  land. 

On  October  10,  1884,  De'Hart  made  timber  culture  entry  for  this 
land,  and  on  June  21, 1886,  Albert  Dorrington  filed  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  same,  alleging — 

That  said  section  contained  not  less  than  ten  acres  of  timber  land  and  a  good  thrifty 
growth  of  five  acres  of  timber  growing  naturally  upon  the  same,  composed  of  cotton- 
wood,  ash,  box  elder  and  elm  trees. 

Service  of  notice  was  made  by  publication,  and  the  taking  of  testi- 
mony  was  fixed  for  September  28,  1886,  befoi*e  J.  A.  Wilson,  notary 
public,  Ghadron,  Nebraska.  Continuances  were  had  under  stipulations 
until  November  26, 1886,  when  the  testimony  was  taken  and  on  Decem- 
ber 20th  following  the  local  officers  passed  upon  the  case  and  recom- 
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mended  the  cancellation  of  tlie  entry,  from  which  decision  the  entry- 
man  appealed. 

On  October  12,  1887,  one  Nathaniel  Searcy  filed  an  affidavit  of  con- 
test against  said  entry  alleging  that  ^'  Henry  De'Hart  has  failed  to  plant 
trees,  tree  seeds  or  tree  cattings  daring  the  third  year  as  required  by 
law  or  up  to  date  of  this  contest,"  and  he  accompanied  said  affidavit 
with  an  application  to  make  homestead  entry  for  said  land.  This  was 
placed  on  file  to  await  the  resnlt  of  former  contest. 

On  April  25,  1889,  the  local  officers  transmitted  said  papers  with  the 
information :  ^*  Entry  relinquished  and  D.  S.  filing  made  b^'  Peter  Werns- 
mann.    Case  dismissed." 

On  Febrnary  18,  1889,  L.  A.  Dorrington  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest 
alleging  that  the  entryman  has  failed  to  cnltivate  or  cause  to  be  cul- 
tivated sdid  tract  during  the  past  year  and  has  failed  to  plant  or  caase 
to  be  planted  any  trees,  seeds  or  cuttings  on  the  land  during  the  year 
last  past,  and  that  these  defects  still  exist. 

On  April  22, 1889,  Frank  T.  Roxbury  filed  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry  alleging  failure  to  plant  ten  acres  to  trees  as  required  by 
law,  etc.,  and  that  the  default  still  exists.  Nothing  was  done  with  either 
of  the  three  last  named  cases  except  that  a  memorandum  shows  Searcy's 
contest  dismissed,  and  on  April  23, 1889,  De'Eart  filed  his  relinquish- 
ment and  Peter  Werusmann  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  land. 

In  the  mean  time  on  February  15,  1889,  your  office  decided  the  case 
of  Albert  Dorrington  t^.  De'Hart  and  dismissed  the  contest,  from  which 
decision  the  former  appealed  to  this  Department. 

On  June  28, 1889,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  of  May  16,  Dor- 
rington notified  Wemsmann  of  his  appeal  and  furnished  him  copy  of 
same. 

Wernsmann  has  not  tiled  any  brief  in  the  case  nor  any  statement  in 
regard  to  his  declaratory  statement. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  is  somewhat  conflicting  as  to  the  number 
of  trees  upon  the  section,  but  it  appears  from  the  testimony  that  there 
were  from  seven  to  ten  acres  of  timber  thereon  and  that  while  the  belt 
of  timber  follows  the  trend  of  a  stream  running  through  the  section,  it 
extends  back  upon  the  upland  and  grows  independent  of  the  water  of 
the  stream  and  its  overflow.  There  appears  also  to  be  a  grove  of  ash 
timber  away  from  the  stream.  A  large  number  of  stumps  of  various 
sizes  are  found  upon  the  land,  and  the  testimony  tends  to  show  that 
men  have  been  taking  firewood  and  some  building  material  off  the  land 
for  several  years,  yet  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  timber  is  increasing  by 
natural  growth,  and  rapidly  so,  since  the  land  has  been  protected  from 
fire  and  from  cattle  that  formerly  ranged  over  it. 

DeHart  did  not  testify  in  the  case,  and  produced  but  one  witness. 
He  testified  that  there  was  no  timber  on  the  section,  but  the  preponder- 
ance of  the  evidence  shows  that  he  is  mistaken ;  that  nature  has  sup- 
plied and  is  continuing  to  supply  the  section  with  timber,  without 
planting  or  cultivation  by  man. 
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I  have  examined  the  cases  yoa  cite  and  note  the  fact  that  in  the  case 
of  Bartch  v.  Kennedy  (3  L.  D.,  437)  the  trees  on  the  section  were  con- 
fined to  the  banks  of  the  Knife  River,  and  that  they  were  '^  located 
mostly  on  the  river  bank,  where  the  land  is  subject  to  overflow."  Ii> 
the  other  case  cited  the  facts  are  not  Riven.  In  case  of  Box  v.  Ulsteiiv 
(3  L.  D.,  143),  the  testimony  showed  that  the  timber  was  in  groves  on 
the  tillable  land,  not  confined  to  the  banks  of  streams,  the  varieties  be- 
ing, poplar,  oak,  willow  and  balm  of  gilead.    It  is  said  in  that  case : 

The  quefition  then  is,  has  nature  in  this  case  provided  what  in  time  will  become  an. 
adequate  supply  of  timber  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  section  t  I  think  that  we  find 
the  proper  standard  of  '<an  adequate  supply"  in  the  timber  culture  act  which  pro- 
vides for  the  planting  of  ten  acres  of  timber  and  for  the  existence  of  ...  . 
sixty-seven  hundred  and  fifty  trees  on  a  section,  or  the  probability  that  from  the 
existing  natural  supply  there  will  be  that  number  in  the  future. 

In  the  case  of  Blenkner  o.  Sloggy  (2  L.  D.,  267)  the  timber  grew  in 
the  bend  of  a  creek  in  the  extreme  corner  of  the  section  and  partially 
if  not  wholly  subject  to  overflow,  the  remainder  of  the  section  being 
prairie  laud.    Therein  it  is  said : 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  situation  of  the  natural  growth  of  timber  and  its- 
relation  to  the  section  should  be  considered  as  well  as  the  actual  amount  and  charac- 
ter of  the  timber  itself. 

Having  carefully  considered  the  testimony  in  the  case  at  bar,  I  con- 
cur with  the  local  officers  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled.  The  right 
of  the  contestant,  Albert  Dorringtoh,  is  not  defeated  by  the  relinquish- 
ment of  DeHart,  and  the  filing  of  the  declaratory  statement  of  Werns- 
mann. 

See  Gardner  r.  Spencer  (10  L.  D.,  398). 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


SCHOOL.  LAND-SETTLEMENT  BEFORE  SURVEY. 

John  W.  Johnson. 

Settlement  on  school  land,  prior  to  the  survey  thereof,  hy  one  who  has  exhausted  hia 
pre-emptive  right,  and  claims  as  a  homesteader,  does  not  defeat  the  reservation 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory,  where  the  survey  is  made  prior  to  the  passage  of 
the  aot  of  May  14,  1880. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  November  29,  189  0. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  24,  1890,  relative  to  the  home- 
stead entry  of  John  W.  Johnson  for  the  W.  J  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  W. 
J  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  16,  T.  13  N.,  R.  6  B.,  G.  and  8.  B.  meridian,  Pre«- 
cott,  Arizona,  which  was  canceled  October  28, 1874,  and  which  you 
recommend  to  be  re-instated,  and  tbat  authority  be  given  your  office  to 
pass  upon  the  final  proof  submitted  by  Johnson.  From  said  communi- 
cation and  accompanying  papers  the  following  facts  appear : 

The  land  is  a  school  section,  and  was  surveyed  in  1873.    The  town- 
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ship  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  Aagast  6, 1874,  aud  Johnson  made 
homestead  entry  of  the  tract  Anji^ust  15,  the  same  year.  His  entry  was 
canceled  by  your  office  October  28,  1874,  on  the  groand  that  rights  un- 
der the  homestead  law  attached  only  at  date  of  entry.  Subsequently, 
the  receiver  at  the  Prescott  land  office  addressed  a  letter  to  your  office, 
enclosing  the  corroborated  affidavit  of  claimant  stating  that  he  settled 
upon  the  land  prior  to  survey,  and  asked  that  the  entry  be  re-iu- 
stated.  This  application  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  who,  on 
June  18, 1875,  affirmed  the  action  of  your  office  canceling  the  entry, 
holding  that: 

The  sarvey  was  made  before  Mr.  Johnson  made  his  entry.  His  entry  can  take  ef. 
feet  only  from  its  date,  and  at  that  date  the  lands  were  reserved  as  aforesaid. 

Johnson  can  not  take  this  land  as  a  pre-emptor  and  allege  the  actual  date  of  his 
settlement  before  snrvey,  for  he  has  already  exhausted  his  privilege  as  a  pre-emptor. 

Notwithstanding  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  Johnson  continued  in 
the  occupancy  of  the  tract,  and,  on  March  16,  1885,  he  offered  final 
proof,  showing  continuous  residence  for  twelve  years  and  improvements, 
estimated  to  be  worth  from  $2,000  to  $4,000. 

In  view  of  the  long  residence  of  the  claimant  and  his  valuable  im- 
provements, and  of  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  which  provides  that  the 
homestead  right  shall  relate  to  the  date  of  settlement,  you  recommend 
that  the  entry  be  re-instated,  and  that  your  office  be  authorized  to  act 
upon  the  proof  offered. 

The  Department  is  without  authority  to  grant  relief  to  this  settler. 
Prior  to  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  no  right  could  be  initiated  or  acquired 
under  the  homestead  law,  except  by  actual  entry  at  the  land  office. 
Said  act,  which  provided  that  rights  under  the  homestead  law  may  be 
initiated  by  settlement  upon  unsurveyed  land  as  under  the  pre-emptioD 
law,  and  that  the  right  shall  relate  back  to  the  date  of  settlement,  did 
not  legalize  settlements  made  prior  to  its  passage,  so  far  as  to  divest  or 
affect  rights  that  had  been  acquired  prior  to  entry  and  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act. 

This  view  was  plainly  and  forcibly  expressed  in  the  case  of  Southern 
Pacific  Kailroad  Company  v.  Lopez,  3  L.  D.,  130,  which  involved  the 
question  as  to  whether  a  settlement  upon  unsurveyed  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  made  prior  to  the  act 
of  May  14, 1880,  with  a  view  to  entering  the  same  under  the  homestead 
law  when  surveyed,  is  such  a  claim  as  will  except  the  land  from  the 
grant.  The  Secretary  held  that  the  words  '*  occupied  by  homestead 
settlers,"  occurring  in  the  excepting  clause  to  said  grant,  was  deliber- 
ately used  by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  excepting  from  the  grant 
lands  settled  upon  with  the  intention  of  entering  them  under  the  home- 
stead law  when  surveyed,  knowing  that,  under  the  law  in  force  at  the 
date  of  the  grant,  no  right  could  be  acquired  under  the'  homestead  law 
by  mere  settlement  as  against  the  right  of  the  company,  withoot  an 
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express  exception  and  reservation  for  that  purpose.    But,  in  speaking 
of  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  he  sa^'s : 

This  act  iutroduced  several  new  features  into  the  homestead  law,  aud  amoD^;  others 
the  iuitiatton  of  a  homestead  claim  by  settlement,  whether  the  laud  is  surveyed  or 
unsurveyed.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  ouly  lawful  initiation  of  a  hofhe- 
stead  claim  was  by  au  entry  or  liliug  (except  iu  cases  coming  under  section  2*2U4,  Re- 
vised Statutes),  and  there  was  no  right  of  homestead  upon  unsurveyed  laud.  In 
granting  these  additional  rights  to  homestead  selMers,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that. 
Congress  intended  the  act  to  operate  so  as  to  divest  rights  already  ac(iuir^d  under 
other  laws;  and  hence  it  cauiiot  be  held  that,  in  the  case  but'ore  me,  it.  clotbeil  Lopez 
with  any  right  agaiust  the  railroad  company  superior  to  that  which  he  had  at  date  of 
the  definite  location  of  their  line,  or  that  it  destroyed  any  vested  interest  which  they 
may  have  thereby  acquired  iu  the  land. 

This  has  been  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department,  and  I  know  of 
no  case  in  which  a  contrary  ruling  has  been  made,  or  which  has  held 
that  any  right  under  tbe  homestead  law  could  be  acquired  by  settle- 
ment upon  unsurveyed  lands  prior  to  the  act  of  May  J  4,  1880. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  F.  Talbot,  8  L.  D.,  495,  the  Secretary,  in  speak- 
ing of  a  settlement  made  upon  school  lands  in  Wyoming  Territory  prior 
to  and  existing  at  date  of  a  survey  made  in  1870,  said,  that  such  settler 
as  against  tbe  rights  of  the  Territory  could  have  perfected  a  claim  un- 
der the  homestead  or  pre-em  ption  law,  under  the  act  of  February  20, 1859 
(11  Stat.y  358).  But  this  was  mere  dictum,  not  necessary  to  a  decision 
of  the  case,  and  from  an  examination  of  the  question  involved  and  de- 
cided, it  is  evident  that  the  word  "homestead"  was  inadvertently  used, 
and  that  it  was  not  intended  to  hold  that  a  settlement  made  upon  a 
school  section  prior  to  survey  by  a  persou  not  qualified  to  enter  it  under 
the  pre-emption  law,  but  having  the  qualifications  of  a  homesteader, 
would  defeat  the  reservation  for  school  purposes,  under  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1859,  which  provides  that  "where  settlements,  with  a  view  to 
pre-emption,  have  been  made  before  the  survey  of  tbe  lands  iu  the  field, 
which  are  found  to  have  been  made  on  sections  sixteen  or  thirty-six, 
those  sections  shall  be  subject  to  the  pre-emption  claim  of  such  settler." 

The  only  question  involved  and  decided  in  the  case  of  Talbot  was, 
that  if  a  settlement  was  made  upon  school  lands  prior  to  survey  which 
would  except  it  from  the  grant  or  reservation,  aud  such  settler  subse- 
quently abandoned  the  land,  before  indemnity  had  been  taken,  the 
grant  or  reservation  immediately  attaches,  and  the  purchase  of  the  im- 
provements of  such  settler  by  one  who  settled  subsequent  to  survey 
gives  no  right  as  against  the  grant  or  reservation,  either  under  the  act 
of  February  26,  1859,  or  the  act  of  August  9,  1888  (25  Stat.,  393),  au- 
thorizing the  leasing  of  school  and  university  lands  in  the  Territory  of 
Wyoming.  In  other  words,  that  such  settlement  does  not  except  the 
tract  from  reservation,  except  in  favor  of  the  settler  in  actual  occupa- 
tion at  date  of  survey.  The  question  as  to  tbe  character  of  settlement 
was  not  involved. 

At  the  date  of  Johnson's  entry,  the  land  in  controversy  had  been 
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designated  by  snrvey  as  a  school  section,  and  was  then  in  reservation 
for  school  purposes  for  the  Territory  of  Arizona. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  July  22,  1854  (10  Stat.,  308),  which  was 
extended  to  and  continued  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona  by  the 
act  of  February  24,  1863  (12  Stat.,  664),  provided : 

That  when  the  lands  in  the  said  Territory  shaU  be  surveyed,  nnder  the  direction 
of  the  governmeDtof  the  United  States,  preparatory  to  bringing  the  same  into  mar- 
ket, sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  each  township,  in  said  Territory, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  to  schools 
in  said  Territory,  and  in  the  Stales  and  Territories  hereafter  to  be  created  out  of  the 
same. 

While  such  reservation  does  not  amount  to  a  grant,  or  snch  a  dedi- 
cation in  the  strict  legal  sense  as  to  withdraw  from  Congress  the  power 
of  disposition  over  such  sections,  yet  it  has  all  the  force  and  eft'ect  of  a 
grant  to  a  State,  so  far  as  to  withdraw  said  lands  from  other  disposi- 
tion or  control,  except  by  Congress.  Minnesota  v.  Bachelder,  1  Wall., 
109 ;  John  W.  Bailey  et  al,  5  L.D.,  216.  The  right  of  the  Territory  to 
have  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  held  in  reservation  is  statutory,  and 
the  Secretary  has  no  power  or  authority  to  impair  that  right  by  recog- 
nizing any  claim  of  the  settler,  except  such  as  is  expressly  authorized 
by  law.    Thomas  F.  Talbot,  supra. 

When  this  survey  was  made  and  the  township  plat  filed  in  the  local 
office,  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  were  reserved  for  school 
purposes,  subject  only  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  February  26, 1859 
(Sec.  2275  R.  S.),  which  excepted  from  reservation  such  sections  upon 
which  settlements  with  a  vietc  to  pre-emption  had  been  made  prior  to 
said  survey,  and  declared  that  those  sections  should  be  subject  to  the 
pre-emption  claim  of  such  settler. 

It  appears  from  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  June  18, 1875,  that 
Johnson  had  exhausted  his  pre-emptive  right,  and  could  not  take  the 
land  under  the  preemption  law ;  therefore  he  could  not  claim  the  ben- 
efits of  said  section  2275,  although  he  was  a  settler  upon  the  land  prior 
to  and  at  date  of  survey. 

If  this  settler  is  now  residing  upon  the  tract  and  has  continuously  re- 
sided thereon  since  his  alleged  settlement,  and  has  made  valuable  im- 
provements on  the  land,  it  would  present  a  case  that  appeals  strongly 
to  Congress  for  relief,  which  has  the  power  to  authorize  the  entry  of 
this  tract  and  to  require  the  Territory  to  select  indemnity  in  lieu 
thereof  5  but  upon  the  facts  presented  in  your  letter  I  know  of  no  au- 
thority that  would  authorize  the  Department  to  re-instate  his  entry 
and  allow  his  proof  as  against  the  right  of  the  Territory. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS. 

Northern  Pacific  E.  E.  Co.  v.  Potter  et  al. 

Where  possession  and  occupancy  alone,  at  the  time  rij^hts  under  a  railroad  grant  at- 
tach, are  relied  on  to  except  the  land  from  the  grant,  it  must  affirmatively  appear 
that  the  party  in  sach  possession  had  the  ri^ht,  at  that  time,  to  assert  a  claim  to 
the  land  in  question  under  the  settlement  laws. 

The  occnpancy  and  possession  of  one  who  has  exhausted  his  rights  under  the  home- 
stead and  pre-emption  laws  do  not  consti'tute  such  a  *' claim '^  as  will  defeat  the 
operation  of  the  grant. 

The  case  of  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bowman,  cited  and  distinguished. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  November 

29,  1890. 

On  December  23, 18S5,  William  H.  Potter  made  application  at  the 
Bozeman,  Montana,  land  office  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  NW. 
i  NW.  J  of  Sec.  29  and  the  N.  ^  NB.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  1  ST.,  E.  4  E.,  of 
that  district. 

The  register  and  receiver  rejected  the  application,  on  the  ground 
that  part  of  the  tract  was  in  an  odd  nambered  section  within  the  grant 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  OompaDy,  and  listed  by  the  same  June 
27,  1 885,  list  No.  6. 

Potter  appealed  to  your  office,  and,  on  January  13, 1888,  the  local 
officers  were  directed  to  order  a  hearing  to  ascertain  the  true  status  of 
the  land  in  the  odd  numbered  section.  July  6,  1882 — the  date  of  the 
definite  location  of  the  line  of  said  company's  road  opposite  the  land  in 
question. 

On  this  hearing,  from  the  evidence,  they  held  that  said  tract  in  Sec. 
29  was  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  company,  but  as  Potter  had  ex- 
hausted his  preemption  and  homestead  privileges,  his  application  should 
be  dismissed. 

From  this  judgment  both  Potter  and  said  company  appealed,  and 
Potter  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  withdraw  his  application  to 
make  homestead  entry  of  the  land  and  substitute  a  timber  culture  ap- 
plication for  the  tract  in  the  odd  numbered  section,  retaining  intact  his 
pre-emption  claim  for  the  land  in  the  even  numbered  section  under  his 
tiling  made  March  20, 1883,  and  alleged  settlement  of  March  17th  of  that 
year. 

It  was  shown  at  the  hearing  and  so  found  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
which  finding  was  concurred  in  by  you,  that  Potter  had  exhausted  his 
homestead  and  pre-emption  privileges  at  the  date  he  made  application 
to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  in  question,  and  I  think  this  find- 
ing is  fully  warranted  by  the  evidence. 

By  your  said  office  decision,  you  also  held  that  the  land  in  question 
in  the  odd  numbered  section  is  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  company. 
From  this  judgment  the  company  again  appealed. 
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The  land  is  within  the  forty  mile  granted  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company,  and  was  withdrawn  upon  filing  the  map  of  general 
route  of  said  road,  February  fil,  1872. 

The  map  of  definite  location  was  filed  July  6,  1882,  from  which  date 
the  right  of  the  company  attached  to  the  odd  numbered  sections  within 

r 

the  grant.  • 

It  appears  that  on  February  2  L,  1872,  Enos  Swan  filed  his  declaratory 
statement  for  the  land  above  described,  including  the  tract  in  Sec.  29, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  October  1,  1869.  He  was  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  resided  on  the  tract,  with  his  family,  in  1871.  He 
built  a  house  and  stable  and  a  half  mile  of  fencing  during  that  year, 
and  cultivated  the  land.  He  sold  his  improvements  to  one  Glauson 
about  the  year  1876 ;  and  the  latter  sold  to  S.  H.  Murry,  from  whom 
Potter  obtained  possession  ia  18S2,  and  lived  on  the  place  "  off  and  on'^ 
till  1883,  when  he  moved  his  family  to  it,  and  has  since  that  time  re- 
sided on  the  place.    He  has  raised  crops  on  the  land  since  1882,  and 

hajs  claimed  the  land  and  had  no  other  home. 

It  has  been  occupied  and  cultivated  continuously  since  1871,  and 

claimed  by  the  parties  above  named. 

At  the  date  of  the  withdrawal,  the  land  in  Sec.  29  was  embraced  in 
the  filing,  prima  facie  valid,  and  covered  by  the  settlement  of  Swan^ 
and  was  therefore  free  from  the  operation  of  such  withdrawal.  North- 
ern Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stovenour,  10  L.  D.  645. 

The  land  thereafter  was  continuously  occupied  and  claimed  by  other 
settlers,  and  at  the  date  of  definite  location  was  occupied  and  claimed 
by  Potter;  but  since  he  had  exhausted  his  pre-emption  and  homestead 
privileges,  and  thereby  become  legally  disqualified  under  the  then  ex- 
isting laws  from  holding  or  taking  the  liand  under  the  settlement  laws 
of  the  United  States,  his  settlement  and  supposed  claim  could  not  avail 
him.  The  title  to  the  land  in  the  odd  numbered  section  at  date  of  defi- 
nite location  had  not  been  ^*  sold,  granted  or  otherwise  appropriated,'^ 
and  was  *^  free  from  pre-emption  or  other  claims  or  rights,"  and  thus 
became  subject  to  the  grant  to  the  company.  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  v.  Fitzgerald,  7  L.  D.,  229. 

In  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co  v.  Bowman,  7  L.  D.,  238» 
which  is  relied  on  by  the  Commissioner,  it  was  expressly  held  that  Bow- 
man had  not  exhausted  his  right  of  entry  under  the  homestead  law, 
and  could  have  entered  the  land  in  dispute  as  a  homestead  if  he  so  de- 
sired, there  being  no  intervening  adverse  settlement  claim  thereto. 
The  statement  in  that  case  ^'that  the  question  as  to  whether  the  claun 
of  said  Bowman  was  a  lawful  claim,  cannot  enter  into  the  consideratioD 
of  the  case  or  have  any  influence  in  the  determination  of  the  issue  in- 
volved. It  is  sufficient  if  he  had  a  claim  to  the  land  in  dispute  at  the  date 
mentioned  of  such  a  nature  as  the  act  defines,  and  any  question  as  to 
the  lawfulness  or  validity  of  such  claim  is  immaterial  (Newhall  v.  San- 
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ger,  92  U.  S.,  701;  K.  P.  R'y  v.  DiiiimeiW,  113  U.  S.,  62!))/^  must  be 
limited  to  the  facts  of  that  case.  It  is  uot  by  any  means  clear  that  the 
cases  cited  uphold  the  doctrine  so  broailly  enunciated,  and  certainly  it 
eonld  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  announce 
that  aay  "claim,"  no  matter  how  shadowy,  could  except  land  from  the 
grant.  It  must  at  least  be  a  claim  capable  of  being  asserted  by  the 
party  in  possession  under  the  settlement  laws  of  the  United  States;  other- 
wise, the  claim  of  an  alien,  in  possession  at  the  time  the  railroad  com- 
pany's rights  attach,  who  could  never  take  the  land,  must  except  the 
land  from  the  grant.  The  Department  has  expressly  ruled  against  this 
view  in  the  cases  of  Southern  Pacific  R.  E.  Co.  v.  Saunders,  6  L.  D.,  98 ; 
Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Painter,  id.  485 ;  Titamore  v.  Southern  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  L.  D.,  46:j;  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Booth  et  al.,  11  L. 
D.,  89,  and  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Taylor  et  a^.,  id.  355.  It  is 
deemed  that  the  true  rule  is  that  where  parties  rely  on  an  entry  or  filing 
of  record,  the  railroad  company  cannot  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the 
same,  unless  it  alleges  that  the  filing  or  entry  of  record  was  fraudulent 
aud  void  ab  initio  because  the  alleged  settler  was  uot  in  existence  at 
the  date  of  said  record.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co  v.  Brown,  10  L.  D., 
€62,  and  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  t?.  Haines,  on  review,  11  L.  D.,  224. 
But  that  where  possession  or  occupation  alone  at  the  time  the  railroad 
rights  attach  are  relied  on  to  except  the  land  from  the  grant,  it  must 
affirmatively  appear  that  the  party  in  such  possession  had  the  right  at 
that  time  to  assert  a  claim  to  the  lands  in  question  under  the  settlement 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

It  being  shown  that  Potter  had  exhausted  his  right  of  homestead 
aud  pre  emption  at  the  time  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  he  had 
no  '*  claim  "  thereto  such  as  would  except  the  land  from  the  grant. 
James  Brady  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  11  L.  D., 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 

It  appears  that  on  April  10,  1889,  Robert  Porter  made  application  to 
make  homestead  entry  of  the  land  in  question;  this  was  rejected,  for 
the  reason  that  the  land  applied  for  was  embraced  in  this  case,  then  on 
appeal  to  your  office.  Porter  appealed.  I  herewith  return  the  papers, 
with  directions  that  you  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  as  between 
Potter  and  Porter,  as  to  th^  lands  above  described  in  section  30. 
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RAILROAD    GRANT— INDBMNIXr   SELKCTIOX-CONFLICTINQ    GRANTS. 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Moore. 

Lands  wlthia  the  grant  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  company  are  expressly  excepted 
from  the  later  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  ;  and  the  act  of  Congress  forfeiting 
certain  lands  granted  to  the  former  company  confers  no  rights  upon  the  latter  to 
to  select  lands  never  embraced  within  its  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oefieral  Land  Office^  November 

29,  1890. 

The  appeal  of  the  Southero  Pacific  Railroad  Company  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office  of  November  21,  1888,  holding  for  cancellation  its 
selection  of  the  EJ  NWJ,  SWJ  NVVJ  (lot  1)  and  hits  2  and  3  of  SSec. 
29,  T.  4  N.,  R.  19  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  Oaliforuia,~ha8  been  con- 
sidered. 

The  land  selected  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  of 
March  3, 1871  (16  Stats.,  579),  to  the  branch  line  of  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific  Railroad  Company  as  shown  by  its  map  of  designated  route  filed 
April  3,  1871,  and  also  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of  July 
27,  1806  (14  Stats.,  292),  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacitic  Railroad  Company, 
as  shown  by  its  map  of  designated  route  filed  March  12,  1872. 

Mattie  Moore  made  an  application,  August  10,  1888,  for  a  homestead 
entry  of  the  same  land.  Her  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  offi- 
cers on  the  ground  "that  the  tract  was  covered  by  the  indemnity 
selection  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  No.  5,  approved 
May  25,  1883." 

The  records  show  that  this  selection  has  never  been  api>roved  by 
this  Department;  and  on  appeal  your  office  reversed  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  and  held  the  company's  selection  for  cancellation  upon  the 
ground  that  one  company  cannot  go  into  the  granted  limits  of  another 
company  to  seek  indemnity,  and  also  under  the  proviso  in  section  23 
of  said  granting  act  to  the  Southern  Pacific.  In  its  appeal  lo  this  De- 
partment, the  railroad  company  insists  upon  its  right  to  make  the 
selection.  The  first  ground  of  objection  in  said  office  decision  is  not 
tenable,  for  the  company  would  have  the  right  to  go  into  the  granted 
limits  of  another  company  provided  the  land  was  excepted  from  its 
grant  and  within  its  indemnity  limits  subject  to  selection.  Allers  r. 
Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  et  al  (9  L.  D.,  452).  But  under  section  23  of  said 
act  of  March  3,  1871,  supra^  it  is  provided  "that  said  section  shall  in 
no  way  aifect  or  impair  the  right,  present  or  prospective,  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  company,  or  any  other  railroad  company." 

This  Department,  in  construing  this  section,  has  repeatedly  held  that 
lands  within  the  grant  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  company  do  not  pass 
under  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  company,  but  are  excepted 
therefrom.    Gordon  v.  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (5  L.  D., 
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691) ;  and  Coble  v.  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  (6  L.  D.,  679), 
which  on  review  waft  adhered  to  (6  L.  D.,  812). 

The  act  of  July  6,  1886  (24  Stat.,  123),  forfeits  and  restores  to  the 
public  domain  certain  lands  within  the  primary  and  indemnity  limits  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  company,  adjacent  to  and  coterminus  with 
the  uncompleted  portions  of  its  road.  The  land  in  contest  is  part  of 
the  land  forfeited  under  this  act,  but  the  forfeiture  confers  no  right 
upon  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  make  selection  of  land 
never  embraced  in  its  grant. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed,  and  the  selection  of 
said  tract  by  said  company  will  be  canceled. 

Mattie  Moore  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the  land  under  her  application 
on  showing  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law. 


MOTION  FOR  REVIEW. 

Clark  v.  Martin. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  rendered  July  21, 1890, 11 
L.  D.,  72,  in  the  case  above  entitled,  denied  by  Secretary  Noble,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1890. 


railroad  GRANT— homestead  ENTRY— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1887. 

Union  Pacific  Ry.  Co.  v.  Wasley. 

a  homestead  entry  of  record  at  date  of  definite  location  excepts  the  land  covered 
thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  entry- 
man  subsequently  complies  with  the  law,  or  not. 

An  application  to  purchase  under  section  live,  act  of  March  3, 18b7,  will  not  be  finally 
considered  until  presented  in  accordance  with  departmental  regulations. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

1,  1890. 

This  case  comes  before  the  Department  upon  the  appeal  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  holding  for 
cancellation  the  selection  of  said  company  of  the  N.  J  of  the  KW.  \ 
and  the  NW.  J  of  the  XB.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  4  N.,  R.  67  w"!,  Denver,  Colo- 
rado. 

Said  tract  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of  July  1, 1862,  to  the 
Denver  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (12  Stat.,  489),  now  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  which  was  definitely  located  August  20,  1869.  At 
tHe  date  of  definite  location  the  tract  was  covered  by  the  homestead 
entry  of  Amos  Widner,  made  April  11,  1866,  which  was  canceled  JS"o- 
vember  6, 1873,  for  failure  to  make  proof  within  the  statutory  period. 

The  company  selected  the  tract  December  31, 1879,  but  no  patent 
has  issued  therefor. 
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Cephas  Fjce  made  timber-caltiire  entry  for  this  land  February  7, 
1885.  William  P.  Wasley  applied  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  home- 
stead law  March  3,  1885,  and  at  the  same  time  filed  an  affidavit  of  con- 
test against  the  entry  of  Nyce,  charging  that  said  laud  was  not  devoid 
of  timber,  upon  which  a  hearing  was  had  May  6,  1885.  Nyce  failed  to 
appear  at  said  hearing,  and  upon  the  testimony  submitted  your  office 
held  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  entry  under  the  timber  culture 
law,  from  which  no  appeal  was  taken  by  Nyce.  Your  office  further 
held  that  the  homestead  entry  of  Widner,  subsisting  at  date  of  defi- 
nite location,  excepted  the  land  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and 
the  company's  selection  was  therefore  held  for  cancellation.  From  this 
action  the  company  appealed,  alleging,  substantially,  that  the  Comis- 
sioner  erred  in  holding  thac  the  entry  of  Widner  excepted  the  tract 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  for  the  reason  that  said  entry  expired 
without  final  proof  being  made  thereon,  and  there  was  no  evidence  that 
Widner  was  qualified  to  make  a  homestead  entry,  nor  that  he  ever  per- 
formed any  act  whatever  in  connection  with  the  land,  save  to  file  his 
homestead  application.  They  also  alleged,  as  a  further  ground  of  error, 
the  failure  of  your  office  to  pass  upon  the  protest  of  the  Colorado  Mort- 
gage and  Investment  Company,  it  appearing  from  the  record  that  said 
company  claims  to  be  in  possession  of  said  lands  as  purchaser  from  the 
railroad  company. 

The  entry  of  Widner,  subsisting  at  date  of  definite  location,  excepted 
the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  and  it  is  immaterial  whether 
the  entryman  subsequently  complied  with  the  law,  or  not.  Kansas 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunmeyer,  113  U.  S.,  029  ;  Hastings  &  Dakota  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Whitney,  132  U.  S.,  357. 

With  the  record  is  also  an  application  of  the  Colorado  Mortgage  and 
Investment  Company  to  purchase  said  land  under  the  fifth  section  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1887  (24  Stat.,  556),  in  which  it  is  alleged : 

That  the  railway  company  sold  and  conveyed  this  laud  to  Margaret  J.  Metcalf.  a 
native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  for  $800,  and  that  such  sale  and  purchase 
were  in  good  faith;  that  Metcalf  took  possession  June  29,  1878;  that  the  land  was 
not,  at  the  date  of  said  purchase,  sale  and  possession,  in  the  possession  or  occupation 
of  any  adverse  claimant,  and  has  not  since,  at  any  time,  been  in  the  posses  ion  or  oc- 
cupation of  any  claimant  other  than  said   Metcalf  or  her  grantees  and  Rnccessors; 
that  on  November  3,  1878,  Metcalf  sold  an  undivided  one-half  interest  in  said  land  to 
Agnes  B.  Mitchell,  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United  States;  also,  that  on  Jane 2, 
1880,  Metcalf  and  Mitchell  sold  and  conveyed  the  whole  of  said  land  to  Elizabeth  J. 
Weare,  a  native  born  citizen ;  and  also  that  on  26th  January,  1881,  said  Weare  and 
husband  executed  a  deed  of  trust  to  one  Jones,  for  the  use  of  the  Colorado  Mortgage 
and  Investment  Company,  to  secure  payment  of  their  joint  note  for  $5,000  loaned  by 
said  company ;  and  that  upon  default,  foreclosure,  etc.,  the  said  trustee,  on  Septem- 
ber 25,  1882,  conveyed  the  land  to  said  companyi 

It  is  further  shown  that  each  and  all  of  these  purchasers  paid  a  valuable  consider- 
ation,  and  that  each  and  all  relied  upon  the  title  of  the  railway  company ;  that  the 
Mortgage  and  Investment  Company  still  owns  the  land,  and  that  it  not  only  has  been 
in  the  continuous  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  said  company  and  Its  grantors 
since  June  29,  1878,  but  that  it  has  likewise  been  in  continuous  improvement  and  caltl* 
vation. 
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There  is  also  filed  with  the  papers  an  abstract  of  title,  showing  that 
the  company  sold  said  land  to  Margaret  J.  Metcalf  and  executed  to  her 
a  deed  therefor,  dated  June  29,  1878,  and  recorded  July  17,  1878 ;  also 
that  the  title  to  said  laud  passed  from  the  said  Metcalf  through  mesne 
conveyances  to  the  Colorado  Mortgage  and  Investment  Company,  the 
present  holder  of  the  title,  and  that  all  of  said  conveyances  have  been 
duly  recorded. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1887,  under  which  the  company 
claims  tie  right  of  purchase,  provides — 

That  where  any  said  compaoy  shall  have  sold  to  citizens  of  the  IlDited  States,  or 
to  persous  who  have  declared  their  luteution  to  become  such  citizeDS,  as  a  part  of  its 
grant,  lands  notcopveyed  to  or  for  the  use  of  snch  company,  said  lands  being  the 
numbered  sections  prescribed  in  the  grant,  and  being  co-terminus  with  the  con- 
«tracted  parts  of  said  road,  and  where  the  lauds  so  sold  are  for  any  reason  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant  to  said  company,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  bona  fide 
purchaser  thereof  from  said  company  to  make  payment  to  the  United  States  for 
said  lands  at  the  ordinary  government  price  for  like  lands,  and  thereupon  patents 
ghaU  issue  therefor  to  the  said  bona  tide  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns :  Providedf 
That  all  lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  this  section  which  at  the  date 
of  snch  sales  were  in  the  bona  tide  occupation  of  adverse  claimants  under  the  pre- 
emption or  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  claims  and  occupation 
have  not  since  been  voluntarily  abantloned,  as  to  which  excepted  lands  the  said  pre- 
emption and  homestead  claimants  shall  be  permitted  to  perfect  their  proofs  and  en- 
tries and  receive  patents  therefor :  Provided  further^  That  this  section  shall  not 
apply  to  lands  settled  upon  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  huu- 
dre<l  and  eighty- two,  by  persons  claiming  to  enter  the  same  under  the  settlement 
laws  of  the  United  States,  as  to  which  lauds  the  parties  claiming  the  same  as  afore- 
said shall  be  entitled  to  prove  up  and  enter  as  in  other  like  cases. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  papers  before  me  that  any  one  is  claim- 
ing the  land  by  virtue  of  a  settlement  existing  at  the  date  of  the  al- 
leged purchase,  but  the  claim  of  Wasley  seems  to  be  predicated  upon 
his  contest  of  the  entry  .of  Nyce,  and  it  does  not  appear  whether  he  has 
ever  settled  upon  the  land. 

It  is  unni*cessary  at  this  time  to  pass  dpon  the  question  as  to  the 
qualification  of  the  present  applicant  to  take  as  assignee  of  the  original 
purchaser  from  the  company,  or  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  rights 
of  settlers  under  the  second  proviso  to  said  section,  inasmuch  as  the 
party  has  not  made  any  application  to  purchase  in  the  manner  as  di- 
rected by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Samuel  L.  Campbell  (8  L.  D., 
27),  and  Wasley  has  had  no  opportunity  to  be  heard.  ^  You  are  there- 
fore directed  to  notify  the  applicant  in  this  case  that  it  will  be  required 
to  make  application  to  the  proper  local  officers  showing  its  right  to 
purchase  in  the  manner  as  provided  in  the  case  of  Samuel  L.  Campbell, 
supra^  and  that  Wm.  P.  Wasley  shall  be  specially  served  to  show  cause 
why  said  application  to  purchase  should  not  be  granted. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— PRIVATE  CLAIM— SURVEY. 

DuNOANsoN  ».  Southern  Pacific  E.  R.  Co. 

The  anrvey^  of  a  private  claim  that  is  not  approved  by  the  sarveyor  general  is  not 
effective  as  against  the  operation  of  a  railroad  grant. 

The  land  reserved  for  the  satisfaction  of  a  private  claim  having  specific  boandaries 
is  that  found  to  be  within  such  boundaries,  on  the  survey  under  which  patent 
issues. 

Secretary  Nohle  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

1,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Soiitheru  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  September  12,  1884,  rejecting 
its  claim  to  lots  2  and  3,  Sec.  27.,  T.  2  S.,  R.  7  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  1884,  E.  E.  Dancansou  made  application  for  a 
homestead  entry  of  said  lots  2  and  3.  His  application  was  rejected  by 
the  local  ofiicers  because  the  land  applied  ibr  is  within  the  primary 
limits  of  the  grant  of  March  3, 1871  (IG  Stats.,  579),  to  the  branch  line 
of  the  Soathern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  tiie  rights  of  which  attached 
April  3, 1871,  when  its  map  of  designated  route  was  filed  in  the  General 
Land  Office. 

On  appeal  by  Duncaiison  your  office  reversed  the  action  of  the  local 
officers  and  held  that  the  land  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the 
Jurupa  Mexican  grant  at  the  time  that  the  grant  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany became  eftective,  and  therefore  was  excepted  from  the  railroad 
grant. 

In  its  appeal  from  this  decision  the  railroad  company  contends  that 
the  land  was  never  within  the  out-boundaries  of  the  Jurupa  grant. 

The  records  in  your  office  show  that  the  Jurupa  grant  was  one  of 
specific  boundaries.  It  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  board  of  land  com- 
missioners in  California,  and  affirmed  on  appeal,  by  the  district  court 
for  the  southern  district  of  California.  Several  surveys  of  this  con- 
firmed grant  were  made.  The  survey  by  Reynolds,  under  which  the 
decision  of  your  office  in  favor  of  Duncanson  was  rendered,  was  never 
approved  by  the  surveyor-general,  and,  consequently,  was  of  no  valid- 
ity.   Frasher  v,  O'Conner  (115  U.  S.  op.  p.  110). 

The  survey  made  by  Minto  in  1878  was  duly  approved  by  the  sur- 
veyor-general, and  under  it  patent  issued.  This  survey,  as  approved, 
and  on  file  in  your  office,  shows  that  the  land  in  contest  was  not  within 
the  limits  of  the  Jurupa  grant,  but  at  the  time  the  grant  to  the  railroad 
company  became  effective  was  subject  thereto. 

The  decision  of  your  office  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  the  land  in  question  is  therefore  reversed. 
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FINAL  PROOF  PROCEEDINGS-EVIDENCE— PRE-EMPTION. 

Lehman  v.  Snow. 

The  local  officers  are  without  authority  to  accept  fiual  proof  for  land  involved  in  a 
case  pending  on  appeal. 

The  want  of  proper  authority  in  an  officer  designated  to  take  final  proof,  will  not 
affect  the  validity  of  testimony  taken  before  him,  under  rule  35  of  practice,  at 
the  time  such  proof  is  submitted. 

A  temporary  removal  of  the  pre-emptor  from  land  of  his  own,  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  residence  on  his  pre-emption,  claim,  will  not  take  such  claim  out  of  the 
second  inhibitory  clause  of  section  2260,  R.  S. 

An  entry  may  be  allowed  with  a  view  to  equitable  action  where  the  officer  designated 
to  take  the  final  proof  is  not  qualified  therefor,  but  the  proof  is  otherwise  regu- 
lar and  shows  due  compliance  with  law. 

First  A8si8ta7it  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  2,  1800. 

Bosa  A.  Lehman  filed  her  declaratory  statement  No.  21,231  on  May 
24,  1886,  upon  the  SE.  J  SE.  i,  Sec.  15 ;  NE,  i  NE.  i,  Sec.  22,  and  W.  J 
NW.  },  Sec.  23,  T.  27  S.,  R.  9  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California, 
alleging  settlement  July  3, 1885. 

On  June  18,  1886,  Ernest  Snow  filed  his  declaratory  statement  upon 
the  same  land,  alleging  settlement  November  21,  1885.  On  October  7, 
1886,  Suow  applied  to  make  final  proof,  and  thereupon  the  register 
issued  his  notice  that  the  same  would  be  taken  before  the  ^'  superior 
judge"  of  San  Luis  Obispo  county,  California,  on  December  14, 1886,  and 
on  the  same  day  the  register  and  receiver  issued  a  summons  to  Bosa  A. 
Lehman  to  appear  at  that  time  and  place,  ^^and  contest  the  claim  of 

Ernest  Snow and  show  cause,  if  any  there  be,  why  the 

said  Ernest  Snow  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  final  proof  and  entry 
for  said  land,  he  having  filed  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so." 

On  October  18,  1886,  Miss  Lehman  gave  notice  of  her  intention  to 
make  final  proof  in  support  of  her  claim  before  the  register  and  receiver 
on  December  0th  thereafter;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  register,  the 
date  was  fixed  for  December  14,  and  the  officer  before  whom  it  should 
betaken,  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  San  Luis  Obispo  county, 
California,  and  the  notice  was  published  accordingly — thus  making  the 
time  and  place  the  same  as  in  the  published  notice  of  Snow,  and  also 
the  date  and  place  fixed  by  the  register's  summons  for  Lehman  to  con- 
test Snow's  claim.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  formal  protest  was 
made  by  either  party. 

On  the  day  fixed,  both  parties  with  their  attorneys  appeared,  and 
offered  their  fiual  proofs ;  the  hearing  was  also  had,  in  pursuance  of  the 
summons  to  Lehman  to  contest  Snow's  claim,  and,  on  June  1, 1887,  the 
register  and  receiver  held  that  Lehman's  final  proof  should  be  received, 
and  that  Snow's  declaratory  statement  should  be  canceled. 

On  June  23,  thereafter.  Snow  filed  his  appeal  from  that  judgment, 


540  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC    LANDS. 

the  general  ground  of  error  being  that  he  and  not  Lehman,  was  the 
first  bona  fide  settler  on  the  land. 

On  July  26,  1887,  Lehman,  by  her  attorney,  filed  her  petition  and 
objection  to  any  farther  action  being  taken  in  the  case  until  such  time 
as  she  may  be  allowed  to  submit  final  proof  in  support  of  her  claim  ac- 
cording to  exiHting  regulations ;  that  she  gave  notice  of  her  intention 
to  make  final  proof  in  support  of  her  claim  to  said  land,  said  notice  re- 
citing that  such  final  proof  would  be  made  before  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver at  San  Francisco  county,  California;  that  the  local  officers  did 
change  said  notice  of  intention  to  make  it  read  that  said  final  proof 
should  be  made  before  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  San  Luis 
Obispo  county,  California;  that  the  proofs  taken  in  the  contest  are  ir- 
regular, null  and  void,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  her  final  entry  of  said 
land,  because  not  taken  before  the  register  or  receiver,  nor  the  clerk  of 
the  county,  as  per  circular  of  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  of  March  30,  1886,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  Siie  again  gave  notice  of  her  intention  to  make  final 
proof  in  support  of  her  claim  before  the  register  and  receiver,  and  asked 
an  order  that  all  proofs  and  affidavits  theretofore  filed,  which  were  not 
before  the  proper  officer,  be  set  aside,  and  that  the  decision  then  made 
be  set  aside,  except  in  so  far  as  the  respective  rights  of  contestants 
may  be  concerned.  She  asked,  however,  that  the  testimony  submitted 
at  the  hearing  and  the  decision  rendered  thereon  should  stand,  as  l>e- 
tween  her  and  Snow,  showing  her  superior  right  to  the  land. 

On  July  30,  thereafter,  Snow  filed  his  answer  to  said  ]>etition,  and 
objected  to  any  action  being  taken  thereon,  on  the  ground  that  his  ap- 
peal from  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  canceling  his  entry 
was,  at  the  time  and  before  said  petition  was  tiled,  pending  before  your 
office. 

The  register  and  receiver  alloweil  Lehman  to  make  final  proof  on  her 
petition  for  that  purpose,  but  directed  that  the  testimony,  in  so  far  as 
it  related  to  the  contest  with  Snow,  should  not  be  disturbed  or  added 
to,  and  that  "  no  testimony  of  any  kind  shall  be  taken  as  to  what  Snow 
has,  or  has  not,  done  since  the  previous  hearing,"  and  the  register  and 
receiver  sent  the  same,  together  with  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hear- 
ing, to  your  office  to  be  considered  with  Snow's  appeal.  They  did  not 
send  the  so-called  final  proof  taken  before  the  judge  on  December  14, 
1886. 

On  June  12,  1889,  you  rendered  your  decision  in  this  case  and  held 
for  cancellation  Snow's  declaratory  statement,  "  leaving  the  final  proof 
of  Eosa  Lehman  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  law  may  direct."  Snow  again 
appealed,  and  assigns,  substantially,  the  following  grounds  of  error : 

That  said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  evidence  and  rules  of  this  De- 
partment; 

That  you  erred  in  considering  the  last  proof,  taken  by  Lehman;  also 
in  sustaining  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  granting  Leh- 
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man's  motion  to  "recommit'';  also  in  considering  the  proof  made  by 
Lehman  before  the  judge  of  the  superior  court,  and  finally  in  awarding 
the  land  to  Lehman  and  not  to  ISuow. 

Snow's  appeal,  filed  June  23,  1887,  from  the  judgment  of  the  register 
and  receiver,  rendered  June  1,  1887,  removed  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
case  from  those  officets,  and  the  register's  action  thereafter,  permitting 
Miss  Lehman  to  make  final  proof  anew,  while  Snow's  appeal  was  pend- 
ing, was  irregular  and  void.     Saben  v.  Aniundsou,  9  L.  D.,  578. 

No  other  officer  than  the  register  or  receiver  or  the  clerk  of  a  court  of  record  of  the 
county  in  which  the  land  is  situated  can'  take  proofs  in  pre-emption  cases,  except 
that  when  the  land  is  in  an  unorganized  county  the  proofs  may  be  made  before  the 
clerk  of  a  conrt  of  record  in  an  adjacent  county  in  the  same  State  or  Territory.  Gen- 
eral Circular  of  January  1,  1889,  p.  11. 

It  follows  from  this  that  the  final  proof  made  by  Snow  and  Lehman 
on  December  14,  1886,  before  the  superior  judge  of  San  Luis  Obispo 
county,  California,  is  irregular  because  made  before  an  officer  not  recog- 
nized at  that  time  as  empowered  to  take  final  proofs  iu  preemption 
cases.     See  Circular,  March  30,  1886,  4  L.  D.,  473. 

But  the  hearing  before  the  superior  judge  was  specially  authorized 
by  the  register  and  receiver,  under  the  power  given  them  by  rule  35  of 
the  Bules  of  Practice.  The  testimony  taken  at  this  hearing  was  very 
fnlL  The  witnesses  for  both  claimants  were  examined  and  cross-exam- 
ined, and  the  testimony  thus  taken  is  complete  and  in  no  wise  depend- 
ent upon  the  so-called  final  proofs  of  the  two  claimants.  This  hearing 
was  given  specially  to  enable  Lehman  "to  show  cause,  if  any  there  be^ 
why  the  said  Snow  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  final  proof. " 

The  testimony  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  notice  relates  to  the  good 
faith  of  both  parties,  and  while  the  formal  final  proofs  of  both  claim- 
ants were  also  taken,  yet  such  final  proofs  are  not  necessary  to  the 
determination  of  the  question  of  the  superior  rights  of  either  party,  the 
testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  being  ample  and  complete  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  this  testimony,  and  find  the  same  substan- 
tially set  forth  in  your  said  office  decision.  I  think  it  very  clear  that 
Miss  Lehman  has  the  superior  right  to  the  land.  She  was  first  1o  file 
and  first  to  settle  on  the  land  ;  her  improvements  showed  good  faith  ^ 
while  those  of  Snow  were  very  meager,  and  his  testimony  as  to  nis  res- 
idence is  unsatisfactory.  Independent  of  this,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
Snow  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor  under  the  provisions  of  section 
2260  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  the  second  subdivision  of  which  reads  as  • 
follows:  '^]!To person  who  quits  or  abandons  his  residence  on  his  own 
land  to  reside  on  the  public  land  in  the  same  State  or  Territory  "  shall 
acquire  any  right  of  pre-emption  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding 
sections. 

His  testimony  on  this  point  is  as  follows : 

Q.  Ton  say  yoa  have  a  home  in  Santa  Barbara  oonnty  (California)  f 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yon  own  any  land  there  f 

A.  Yes,  eir. 

Q.  How  much  f    A.  One  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Q.  What  kind  of  land  r 

A.  It  is  some  farming  and  some  grazing  land. 

Q.  Is  it  deeded-title  land,  or  government  land  f 

A.  It  is  deeded  land. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  there? 

A.  I  left  it  in  latter  part  of  August,  1885. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave;  for  what  purpose  f 

A.  For  the  purpose  of  moving  to  San  Luis  Obispo  county. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  remain  there  t 

A.  I  didn't  like  the  country  there ;  I  like  San  Luis  Obispo  county  better. 

Oq  cross-examination  the  following  interrogatories  and  answers  were 
given : 

Q.  Where  were  your  family  in  November,  1885,  last,  the  time  you  said  you  settled 
on  this  land  ? 

A.  They  were  at  my  father-in-law's. 

Q.  Where  was  that.    A.  About  ten  miles  from  there. 

Q.  When  did  they  go  to  your  father-in-law's  f 

A.  I  don't  hardly  know  ;  we  came  there  when  we  first  came  up  from  Santa  Barbara 
county,  last  September. 

Q.  You  came  from  Santa  Barbara  county  for  the  purpose  of  abandoning  your  home 
and  taking  up  public  land,  did  you  not  f 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  left  your  residence  on  your  own  land  in  Santa  Barbara  county  to  come  to 
this  county  t 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  he  left  his  farm  in  Santa  Barbara 
county,  California,  the  latter  part  of  Aagast,  1885 ;  that  he  left  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  to  Obispo  county,  in  the  same  State,  becaase  lie 
liked  it  better;  that  he  went  with  his  family  to  his  father-in-law's  from 
Santa  Barbara  county,  and  his  family  remained  there  nntil  he  settled 
on  the  land  in  controversy  in  November,  1885;  that  he  still  owned  the 
land  in  Santa  Barbara  county  when  he  offered  his  final  proof  on  his 
pre-emption  claim. 

If  the  act  of  settlement  be  followed  in  proper  time  by  actual  residence, 
the  settler  is  held  to  have  established  constructive  residence  from  the 
date  of  settlement.  (David  Lee,  8  L.  D.,  502.)  His  residence  on  the 
land,  therefore,  began  in  November,  1885,  when  his  family  was  at  his 
father-in-law's,  where  they  had  been  since  he  moved  from  his  land  in 
Santa  Barbara  county.  His  stay  at  his  father-in-law's  was  merely  tem- 
porary, a  visit  only,  so  that  he  really  "  abandoned  his  residence  on  his 
own  land  to  reside  on  the  public  land  in  the  same  State  or  Territory." 
A  temporary  removal  of  the  pre-emptor  from  land  of  his  own,  prior  to 
the  establishment  of  residence  on  his  pre-emption  claim,  will  not  take 
such  claim  out  of  the  inhibition  contained  insaid  statute.  (Ottv. Craw- 
ford, 10  L.  D.,  117.) 

Snow's  filing  will  therefore  be  canceled ;  and  since  his  disqualifica- 
tion eliminates  him  from  the  case,  it  is  only  necessary  to  dispose  of  it 
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as  between  the  government  and  Miss  Lehman.  She  has  fulfilled  every 
requirement  the  law  imposed  upon  her  as  to  residence  and  cultivation  ; 
the  irregularity  of  submitting  the  final  proof  before  an  officer  not 
authorized  to  take  the  same  was  caused  by  the  register  who  alone  was 
responsible  for  it.  And  since  the  final  proof  showed  she  had  complied 
with  the  law,  and  had  been  taken  at  the  time  and  place  and  before  an 
officer  named  in  the  advertisement,  and  the  register  and  receiver  having 
recommended  that  she  be  permitted  to  enter  the  land,  new  proof  will 
not  be  required.  You  will  direct  the  local  officers  to  allow  the  entry 
with  a  view  of  submitting  the  same  to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudica- 
tion for  confirmation.  (Milton  De  Shong,  11  L.  D.,  299;  Sylvester 
Gardner,  8  L.  D.,  483;  Pecard  v,  Oamens,  4  L.  D.,  152.) 
Your  said  office  decision  is  modified. 


HOMESTEAD  COXTEST— RESIDENCE. 
HOAGLAND   V.  FAIRFIELD. 

The  failure  of  the  wife  to  reside  on  the  land  until  after  notice  of  contest  does  not  im- 
peach the  ^ood  faith  of  the  claimant,  where  it  is  apparent  that  her  final  removal 
to  the  land  is  in  compliance  with  a  previoas  bona  fide  intention  of  the  claimant 
to  make  his  home  on  the  land. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  2,  1890. 

On  May  10, 1886,  Joseph  H.  Fairfield,  the  defendant  herein,  made 
homestead  entry  K^o.  10,343  for  the  NE.  J  Sec.  12,  T.  21,  R.  54,  Sidney, 
Nebraska.  March  5, 1887,  Joseph  S.  Hoaglaud,  plaintiff  herein,  filed 
affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  alleging  abandonment,  change 
of  residence,  lack  of  settlement,  cultivation  and  good  faith ;  that  the 
same  was  made  for  speculative  purposes,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement  and  cultivation,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  townsite  company. 

Notice  was  served  on  the  defendant  March  10,  1887,  hearing  begun 
May  17,  and  concluded  May  20,  1887.  The  register  and  receiver  found 
in  favor  of  the  defendant,  and  recommended  the  dismissal  of  the  con- 
test. 

On  appeal  to  your  office,  their  decision  was  affirmed,  April  17,  1889. 
Hoagland  now  appeals  to  this  Department,  alleging,  in  substance,  that 
your  said  decision  is  contrary  to  law  and  against  the  evidence. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  fully  sustains  the  decision  of 
your  office,  wherein  the  facts  are  accurately  and  succinctly  set  forth  (to 
which  reference  is  hereby  made). 

The  good  faith  of  the  entryman  is  abundantly  shown  by  the  evidence, 
and,  although  his  wife  did  not  remove  to  the  claim  until  after  notice  of 
this  contest  was  served  upon  the  defendant,  yet  it  clearly  appears  that 
such  removal  by  her  was  in  pursuance  of  and  in  compliance  with  a 
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previoas  bona  fide  intent  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  make  his  home 
on  the  claim.  She  had  been  living  with  her  mother  at  Plattsmouth, 
nearly  five  hundred  miles  distant,  while  her  husband  was  preparing  a 
home  for  her  on  the  claim.  Under  these  circumstances,  her  failure  to 
reside  on  the  claim  should  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  defendaut. 
Scott  V.  King,  9  L.  D.,  299. 
The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


PROCEEDINGS  OS  FINAL  PROOF- APPEAL. 
CONNER  V.   StANGELAND. 

Id  proceediugs  under  a  protest  against  final  proof  a  decision  of  the  local  office  that 
the  claimant  is  entitled  to  make  Dew  proof  is  Dot  sach  an  adverse  judgment  as 
will,  Id  the  absence  of  appeal,  defeat  his  right  to  have  the  judgment  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  already  sabmitted. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  2,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  B.  S.  Stangeland  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  March  27, 1879,  holding  that  the  rejection  of  his  proof  by 
the  local  officers  for  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  J,  the  NB.  i  of  the  S  W.  J  and 
the  SE.  i  of  the  NW.  J,  Sec.  20,  T.  34  K,  R.  18  W.,  Valentine,  Ne- 
braska, has  become  final,  and  allowing  the  homestead  entry  of  S.  M. 
Conner  for  said  tract  to  remain  intact. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Stangeland  offered  to  make  final 
proof  under  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract  when 
Conner  protested,  and  both  parties  offered  testimony.  The  local  offi- 
cers made  the  following  decision  : 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony  taken  at  this  hearing,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Stangeland  made  prior  settlement  on  the  tract,  and  that  he  has  acted  in 
good  faith.  We  wonld  therefore  respjctfolly  recommend  that  the  homestead  entry 
of  Conner  be  canceled  and  that  Stangeland  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof. 

No  appeal  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  this  decision,  and  tbe 
local  officers  transmitted  the  record  to  your  office. 

By  decision  of  March  27th  aforesaid,  your  office  held  that  the  recom- 
mendation that  defendant  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof  operates  as  a 
reiection  of  the  proof  offered,  and  that  Stangeland  having  elected  to 
offer  final  proof  in  the  presence  of  an  adverse  claim,  must  abide  the  re- 
sult.   It  was  then  held : 

Yoar  decision,  therefore,  rejecting  the  final  proof  offered  by  Stangeland  in  support 
of  his  D.  S.  6883  has  become  final,  no  reason  to  the  contrary  appearing  under  Rale  48 
of  Practice  ;  but  yonr  recommendation  that  he  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof  cannot 
be  complied  with  for  the  reason  already  stated. 

From  this  decision  Stangeland  appealed. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  the  recommendation  of  the  local  officers  that 
Stangeland  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof  operated  practically  as  a  re- 
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jection  of  the  proof  offered,  bat  it  was  not  sach  an  adverse  decision  as 
vould  in  the  absence  of  appeal  forfeit  the  right  to  have  the  judgment 
of  the  Commissioner  apon  the  testimony  submitted.  In  fact,  the  only 
decision  upon  the  facts  made  by  the  local  officers  was,  that  Stangeland 
made  the  prior  settlement,  and  that  he  acted  in  good  faith,  and  it  does 
not  appear  from  their  decision  why  new  proof  should  have  been  required. 
The  defendant  had  the  right  to  have  the  judgment  of  your  office  upon 
the  question  as  to  whether  from  the  testimony  submitted  he  had  suffi- 
ciently complied  with  the  law,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
local  officers,  in  submitting  it,  recommended  that  the  defendant  be  al- 
lowed to  submit  new  proof. 

The  case  is  therefore  remanded,  with  direction  that  the  testimony 
submitted  be  examined,  and  a  decision  thereon  he  made  by  your  office. 


TIMBER  LAS^D  ENTRY— FINAL  PROOF. 

Emma  J.  Woodbury. 

There  is  no  authority  for  the  snbmissiou  of  proof,  under  an  application  to  purchase 
timber  lands,  at  any  place  except  at  the  local  land  office. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  2, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Emma  J.  Woodbury,  on  appeal  from 
your  office  decision,  dated  September  25, 1889,  rejecting  her  applica- 
tion to  purchase  E.  i  SW.  J^  and  W.  i  SE.  i,  Sec.  21,  T.  16  N.,  R.  1  E., 
H.  M.,  Humboldt,  California. 

She  applies  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878  (20  Stats., 
89),  and  the  proof  is  rejected  because  not  made  at  the  place  or  before 
the  officers  named  in  the  published  notice. 

In  compliance  with  the  law  in  this  case,  publication  was  made  that 
applicant  would  offer  proof  in  support  of  her  claim  before  the  register 
and  receiver  December  20, 1888. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  proof  was  made  before  the  superior 
judge  of  Del  l^orte  county,  California,  December  20, 1888.  The  evi- 
dence discloses  that  applicant  and  all  her  witnesses  lived  at  Orescent 
City,  Del  Norte  county,  California,  which  is  about  a  four  days'  trip 
from  the  land  office.  Within  a  few  days  of  December  20,1888,  storms 
occurred  which  would  have  rendered  travel  over  the  route  difficult  and 
dangerous. 

This  Department  has  heretofore  instructed  the  local  officers  to  see 
that  the  law  is  strictly  complied  with  in  reference  to  proof,  under  said 
act  (see  instructions,  3  L.  D.,  84 ;  7  C.  L.  O.,  52,  and  6  L.  D.,  114),  and 
it  does  not  provide  for  making  proof  at  any  place  except  at  the  local 
land  office. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  decision. 
2497— VOL  11 35 
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OTOE  AND  MISSOURIA  IXDIAN  LAND- SETTLEMENT. 

Fleming  t?.  Bowe. 

The  settlemeDt  required  of  a  parohaser  of  Otoe  and  Missouria  Indian  lands  must  be 
*  in  good  faith  and  permanent  in  character. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  2,  1890. 

I  have  coDsidered  the  case  of  Albert  M.  Fleming  v,  Frank  B.  Bowe 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  yoar  decision  of  June  26, 1889,  holding  for 
cancellation  hi?  cash  entry  for  tlie  S.  *  l^VV.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  1  N.,  R.  6 
E.,  in  the  Otoe  and  Missoaria  Indian  reservation,  for  sale  at  Beatrice, 
I^ebraska  laud  district. 

On  December  30,  1879,  Bowe  appeared  before  Ghas.  L.  Schell,  notary 
public  for  Gage  county,  Nebraska  with  two  witnesses  and  made  formal 
settlement  proof  for  this  tract  of  land,  alleging  settlement  on  that  day, 
and  said  his  act  of  settlement  consisted  in  ^'  quarrying  stone  for  a  foun- 
dation ^ — for  what  is  not  stated. 

•  On  January  2,  1880,  he  appeared  at  the  Beatrice  land  office  with  said 
^<  settlement  proof  and  made  application  to  purchase  the  traot  named, 
and  tiie  settlement  proof  was  indorsed  by  the  local  officers  "approved 
and  entry  allowed''  and  the  entryman  thereupon  paid  one  third  of  the 
appraised  value  of  the  land,  and  took  a  receipt  therefor.  There  is  uo 
other  application  or  affidavit  or  any  record  evidence  of  any  compliance 
with  law  than  these  papers. 

On  July  3, 1883,  he  paid  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  with  in- 
terest and  received  a  final  certificate. 

On  June  22,  1886,  Fleming  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  said 
entry  or  purchase,  alleging  that  Frank  E.  Bowe  was  not  at  the  time  of 
said  entry  or  purchase  a  settler  on  said  land,  and  that  he  never  had 
made  a  settlement  thereon,  etc. 

Service  was  made  by  publication  and  hearing  was  had  before  the 
local  officers  on  March  16,  1887,  and  the  local  officers  found  from  the 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  entryman  and  recommended  the  dismissal  of 
the  contest.  From  this  decision  the  contestant  appealed  and  yom*  of- 
fice on  June  26,  1889,  reversed  said  decision  and  held  said  entry  for 
cancellation,  from  which  decision  the  entryman  appealed. 

The  testimony  shows  that  at  the  date  of  this  entry,  the  entryman  was 
a  lad,  thirteen  years  of  age,  living  with  his  father  whose  home  was  in 
Iowa.  The  father  and  son  went  to  Nebraska  taking  with  them  a  drove 
of  cattle,  which  they  herded  upon  this  and  other  unfenced  lands  on  this 
reservation.  The  father,  R.  L.  Bowe,  furnished  the  money  to  pay  for 
the  land.  He  with  his  son  and  two  men  went  on  the  tract,  and  laid  ap 
some  loose  stone  in  the  form  of  a  foundation  for  a  house,  on  the  30th 
day  of  December,  1887,  and  on  the  same  day  made  what  is  called  "set- 
tlement proof.'^  Afterward  they  took  these  stones  and  walled  up  a 
spring  with  them.    These  are  all  the  acts  of  settlement  on  the  part  of 
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the  en  try  man  and  his  father,  exoept  the  grazing  of  cattle  on  the  land. 
Their  cattle  did  not  do  well  and  they  closed  up  the  business  and  re- 
turned to  Iowa. 

The  local  of&cers  report  that  this  purchase  was  made  under  the 
act  of  August  15, 1876, 19  Stats  208,  and  so  indicate  upon  all  the  papers 
in  the  case.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  third  section  of  said  act  was 
amended  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1879,  20  Stat.,  471,  by  the  former  act 
these  lands  could  be  sold  only  for  cash  to  actual  settlers,  but  the  amend- 
atory act  enlarged  the  provisions  of  law,  and  permitted  sales 

To  actaal  settlers  or  persons  who  shall  make  oath  before  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office  at  Beatrice,  Nebraska,  that  they  intend  to  occnpy  the  land»     .     . 

.  .  and  who  shall  within  three  months  after  the  date  of  such  application  make 
permanent  settlement  upon  the  same. 

Counsel  for  the  entryman  claim  that  the  decision  of  your  office  is  based 
upon  a  misunderstanding  of  the  facts  proven,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  law.  To  my  mind  it  is  clear  that  the  father  attempted  to  have  his 
son  purchase  this  tract  as  a  settler,  not  however  with  any  intent  of  his 
making  it  a  <<  permanent  settlement"  or  home.  The  terms  '^settle- 
ment,'' and  '^  settler,"  are  too  well  understood  as  applied  to  public  land 
entries  to  require  any  comment  at  this  time.  I  call  attention  to  the  faet, 
however,  that  in  said  statute.  Congress  evidently  to  prevent  purchases 
of  the  kind  at  bar,  qualified  the  term  <'  settlement "  by  providing  that 
it  should  be  a  "  permanent "  one. 

The  attempt  to  construe  the  law  to  mean  that  going  upon  the  land, 
and  going  away  again,  is  all  that  was  contemplated  by  it,  is  frivolous, 
and  the  claim  of  counsel  that  a  thirteen  year  old  child  living  with  his 
father,  whose  home  is  in  Iowa,  can  make  an  entry  of  this  tract  under 
said  act  by  going  with  his  father  and  two  hired  men  upon  the  land,  and 
helping  to  lay  a  few  loose  rock  in  the  form  of  a  foundation  for  a  house 
thereon,  and  then  going  about  his  business,  is  untenable  and  can  not  be 
upheld  by  this  Department. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed  and  the  entry  held  for  cancellation. 


AliABAMA  L.ANI>S-ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1888. 

Willie  W.  Thornton. 

The  report  of  a  special  agent,  made  prior  to  the  act  of  March  3,  1883,  that  land  is  val- 
nable  for  coal,  excludes  such  land  from  subsequent  entry  under  the  homestead 
law  antil  after  public  offering. 

Land  thus  reported,  but  covered  by  a  homestead  entry  at  the  passage  of  said  act,  be- 
comes subject  thereto  on  the  cancellation  of  such  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  3, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Willie  W.  Thornton  from  your  office 
decision  of  November  8,  1888,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  home- 
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Stead  eutry  for  the  K  i  SW.  i,  Sec.  4,  T.  17  S.,  R.  3  W.,  Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  this  tract  was  formerly  covered  by 
the  homestead  entry  of  one  Mack  Holmes,  which  was  held  for  cancella- 
tion by  your  office  decision  of  November  24, 1886,  on  testimony  taken 
in  a  contest,  i^n  appeal  said  decision  was  affirmed  by  the  Department 
on  August  13,  1888.  Holmes  filed  a  motion  for  review,  which  was  de- 
nied on  November  22,  1890. 

On  Augnst  20,  1888,  Thornton  made  application  to  enter  which  was 
rejected  by  the  local  officers  because  of  the  existing  entry  of  Holmes 
and  because  ''  the  land  had  been  classed  as  of  the  class  reported  as 
valuable  for  coal."  On  appeal  your  office  affirmed  the  action  below  on 
the  ground  that  the  tract  belongs  to  that  class  of  lands  comprehended 
in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1883  (22  Stat.,  487),  providing 
for  a  public  ofifering. 

It  appears  from  your  said  office  decision  that  on  February  7,  1882, 
special  agent  Perdue  reported  the  tract  as  valuable  for  coal. 

Said  act  of  1883  provides  that  all  public  lands  in  Alabama  shall  be 
subject  to  disposal  only  as  agricultural  lands,  provided  ''that  all  lands 
which  have  heretofore  been  reported  to  the  General  Land  Office,  as 
containing  coal  and  iron  shall  be  first  offered  at  public  sale." 

Appellant  urges  that  the  mere  report  of  a  special  agent  is  not  such 
a  one  as  is  contemplated  by  said  act,  and  that  the  law  does  not  apply 
to  this  tract,  for  the  reason  that  Holmes'  entry,  subsisting  at  the  date 
of  the  act,  took  the  tract  out  of  the  category  of  "  public  lands."  Both 
I>oint8  must  be  decided  against  appellant  on  the  authority  of  the  case 
of  Thomas  J.  Jackson  (2  L.  D.,  36).  The  tract  therein  involved  had 
been  reported  as  valuable  for  coal  by  a  special  agent,  and  was  covered 
by  an  entry  at  the  date  of  the  act.  Nevertheless,  it  was  held  that  it 
must  be  offered  under  said  act.  See  also  Lorenzo  D.  Evins  (9  L.  D., 
635). 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PRE-EMPTIO]!^  CONTEST— HiliKGAli  CLAJM. 

Shiblet  V.  Jones. 

A  pre-emption  claim  initiated  and  maintained  in  the  interest  of  another  is  iUega!, 
and  the  filing  made  therennder  must  be  canceled. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  Decennher  3, 1890. 

On  the  16th  of  September  1878,  Jacob  Harshberger  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  the  N.  ^  NB.  J  SE.  i  NE.  J  and  NE.  J  SB.  J  Sec.  12, 
T.  11  S.,  R.  6  W.,  Salina,  Kansas. 

This  eutry  was  canceled  by  relinquishment  Septeinber  17, 1885,  and 
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the  same  day  Henry  Jones,  the  defendant  herein  filed  his  declaratory 
statement  No.  20517  for  said  tract  alleging  settlement  the  day  before. 

May  26, 1886,  William  J.  Shirley,  plaintiff  herein,  made  homestead 
entry  No.  24090  for  the  same  land. 

August  12,  1886,  Shirley  filed  in  the  loeal  office  a  complaint  in  the 

natare  of  a  contest  against  the  filing  of  Jones,  alleging  that  he  was  not 

a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  prior  to  his  filing  he  had  exhausted 

his  preemption  rights;  that  his  filing  was  not  made  in  good  faith,  and 

that  he  had  not  improved  the  land,  nor  resided  thereon  as  the  law 

required. 
August  21, 1886,  both  parties  appeared,  and  by  consent  the  case  was 

continued  to  October  12,  1886,  at  which  time  Shirley  verified  his  com- 
plaint by  his  corroborated  affidavit.  Both  parties  appeared  attended 
by  counsel. 

The  register  and  receiver  recommended  the  cancellation  of  Jones' 
filing  for  lack  of  residence  and  improvement,  and  because  the  evidence 
showed  that  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  Shir- 
ley's rights  attached. 

On  appeal  by  Jones,  your  office  by  its  letter  of  February  2, 1889,  re- 
versed the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  that  the  residence  and 
improvements  of  Jones  were  sufficiently  established;  that  he  had  not  ex- 
hausted his  pre-emption  rights,  but  being  in  doubt  as  to  theevidenceof 
citizenship  your  predecessor  directed  this  point  to  be  reserved  until  Jones 
offered  his  final  proof  when  more  satisfactory  evidence  might  be  intro- 
duced as  to  the  matter,  and  allowed  Jones  ninety  days  in  which  to  sub- 
mit the  final  proof  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  citizenship. 

From  this  decision  Sliirley  appeals. 

I  can  not  concur  in  the  decision  of  your  office  in  its  finding  as  to  the 
residence  and  improvements  of  Jones.  The  evidence  shows  that  for 
three  or  four  years  prior  to  the  relinquishment  of  Harshberger  and  the 
filing  of  Jones  he  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Harshberger  as  a  hired 
hand,  having  *^  nothing  except  what  he  worked  for."  That  Jones  and 
Harshberger  went  together  to  the  local  office  when  the  former  relin- 
quished his  timber  culture  entry,  and  Jones  immediately  filed  his  de- 
claratory statement  for  the  land.  They  both  testify  that  sometime  after- 
wards Jones  executed  and  delivered  to  Harshberger  his  promissory 
note  for  five  hundred  dollars.  This  note  was  not  produced  on  trial  and 
neither  Jones  nor  Harshberger  could  remember  its  date. 

Jones  constructed  a  box  house  on  the  land  twelve  by  fourteen  feet, 
Harshberger  paying  for  the  lumber.  It  had  no  floor,  no  glass  in  the 
window,  no  stove,  chimney,  not  even  an  aperture  for  a  stove-pipe. 
Jones  claims  to  have  slept  there  except  in  the  cold  weather  in  winter, 
when  he  slept  at  Harshberger's.  After  his  filing  he  continued  to  work 
for  Harshberger  as  a  hired  hand  at  eighteen  dollars  a  month  and  his 
board,  and  was  still  so  employed  at  the  time  of  the  bearing.  Prior  to 
the  hearing  Jones  had  raised  about  four  acres  of  corn  on  the  land,  his 
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cornfield  being  in  the  same  inclosure  with  that  of  Harshberger's,  all 
plowed  and  cultivated  together  with  no  lines  or  boundary  between 
them.  Harshberger  used  Jones'  pastare  in  common  with  his  own. 
There  was  no  "  well,  pig-pen,  chicken  honse  or  coop,  stable,  corncrib, 
granary  ^  nor  other  outhouses  on  the  land,  in  fact  nothingbut  the  honse 
(which  was  not  habitable)  to  indicate  that  Jones  had  made  any  calcula- 
tions or  preparations  to  occupy  this  land  as  a  home,  his  only  occupancy 
of  the  house  consisting  in  sleeping  there  when  the  weather  would  per- 
mit. 

I  think  all  the  evidence  together  shows  that  Harshberger  and  not 
Jones  is  the  real  party  in  interest.  He  says  himself  that  he  relinquished 
his  timber  culture  entry  because  he  was  satisfied  that  he  could  not 
hold  the  land  longer  under  his  entry,  and  from  the  evidence  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  procured  Jones  to  file  on  the  land  in  order  that  he  might 
in  the  end  procure  the  title  himself  under  the  filing  of  Jones. 

From  this  view  of  the  evidence  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  other 
charges  in  the  contest  afBdavit. 

The  filing  of  Jones  will  be  canceled.  The  decision  of  your  office  is 
therefore  reversed. 


RANCHO  PUNTA  DK  LA  LAGUNA— CIRCULAR  IX8TRUCTION9. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 

WMhington^  December  1,  1890. 
To  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  the  U,  8.  Land  Offices^  California. 

Obntlemen  :  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  Congress  approved  October  1,  1890,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the 
Bancho  Punta  de  la  Laguna,"  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed ; 
and  will  be  found  also  in  the  latest  volume  of  the  Statutes  at  large, 
page  644. 

It  is  found  that  the  allegation  in  the  preamble  of  said  act  is  sustained 
by  the  evidence;  and  the  record  submitted  shows, pr ma /acte,  that  the 
following  named  persons  are  the  beneficiaries,  and  entitled  respectively 
to  select  the  quantities  of  land  set  opposite  their  names,  viz : 

Acres. 

W.  L.  Adam 424.99 

J.  L.  Shuman 424.99 

Erminia  Dargie,  formerly  Erminia  PeraUa 424. 99 

Josefa  P.  Van  Vrankin,  formerly  Josefa  Peralta 424. 99 

Isaac  Goldtreo 849.99 

J.  B.  Arellanes 849.99 

W.  E.  Dargie 849.99 

J.  H.  Rice 212.49 

Eliza  Dutard,  wife  of  Hippolyte  Dutard 212.49 

L.  M.  Kaiser 219.49 

S.  I.  Jamison 173. 86 

Estate  of  A.  Togu azzin i .3a  63 

Total 5099.89 
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William  E.  Dargie,  of  Oakland,  California,  one  of  the  parties  in  in- 
terest, has  been  constituted  attorney  in  fact  of  all  the  other  parties 
above  named,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  estate  of  Antonio  Tognazzini, 
deceased. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Dargie,  under  his  powers  on  file  in  this  office,  to 
make  all  the  selections,  under  the  terms  of  the  act,  except  38.63  acres 
due  the  Tognazzini  estate,  will  be  recognized. 

There  are  several  minor  children  of  said  Tognazzini,  and  an  adminis- 
trator of  his  estate  has  been  appointed. 

The  said  administrator,  or  a  duly  authorized  guardian  of  said  children 
may  make  the  selection  for  ^^  the  heirs  of  Antonio  Tognazzini,  deceased.'' 
A  full  forty  acre  tract  may  be  taken  at  whatever  districL  land  office  in 
California  the  application  to  select  is  made,  and  cash  paid  for  the  ex- 
cess over  38.63  acres ;  and  the  usual  '*  cash  excess  receipts,"  in  dupli- 
cate, will  be  issued. 

The  lands  to  be  selected  under  the  law,  and  these  instructions,  must 
be  unoccupied,  unappropriated,  and  unreserved  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of  California,  not  mineral,  surveyed  or  uu'^ 
surveyed,  ^'  and  in  tracts  not  less  than  the  subdivisions  provided  for  in 
the  United  States  land  laws.'' 

These  selections,  therefore,  may  be  made  at  different  lan<l  offices,  for 
the  smallest  legal  subdivisions,  or  larger  ones.  Compact  form,  or  con- 
tiguity, is  not  required  by  the  act. 

If  nnsurveyed  land  is  applied  for,  immediate  steps  will  have  to  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  exact  quantity  and  character  of  the  land  which 
the  party  desires  to  select. 

All  these  selections  must  be  made  within  one  year  next  after  October 
1, 1890. 

The  act  is  mandatory  upon  this  point,  and  the  land  department  has 
no  authority  to  extend  the  time  so  prescribed  by  Congress. 

The  enclosed  forma,  *'A  "  and  '*  B  "  may  be  used  in  effecting  the  se- 
lections. They  may  be  used  in  manuscript  or  printed  form,  and  adapted 
to  the  number  of  legal  subdivisions  applied  for  at  one  time  in  your 
office. 

Form  "A"  is  an  application  to  select. 

Form  "B"  is  a  certificate  of  entry,  with  a  register's  and  receiver's 
number.  These  certificates  will  be  issued  in  duplicate ;  one  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  this  office  (with  the  application),  and  the  other  delivered  to 
the  person  making  the  selection. 

A  new  series,  commencing  with  No.  one,  will  be  used,  at  each  land 
office  in  California  in  this  matter,  and  a  separate  docket  must  be  kept 
of  all  selections  maile  under  the  aforesaid  act  at  your  office.  The  said 
applicsitions  and  certific^ates  connected  with  any  such  selections,  will  be 
reported  to  this  office,  regularly,  together  with  a  separate  abstract 
thereof,  with  your  monthly  returns. 

Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  the  selections  made  by,  or  for,  each  of 
the  above  named  beneficiaries,  "entirely  separate  and  distinct." 
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A  tract  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  amount  due  one  party,  as  herein- 
before indicated,  cannot  be  coupled  in  an  application,  or  certificate,  with 
a  tract  desired  by  another  of  the  parties  named." 

In  case  any  application  to  select  under  said  law,  and  these  instruc- 
tions, is  denied  or  rejected  by  you,  for  any  cause  whatever,  the  applica- 
tion and  facts  will  be  at  once  reported  to  this  office  in  a  special  letter, 
^or  appropriate  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

Lewis  A.  Gbofp, 

Commissioner. 

Approved. 

John  W.  I^oble, 

Secretary, 


RAILBOAD  BIGHT  OF  WAY    MAP  OF  LOCATION. 

LoNGMONT,  Middle  Park,  &  Pacific  By.  Go. 

A  map  filed  under  the  right  of  way  act  within  twelve  months  after  definite  location 
of  the  line  of  route  delineated  thereon,  showing  a  section  of  road  over  surveyed 
public  landj  which  is  returned  for  amendment,  will  be  held  to  have  been  filed  in 
time,  though  the  statutory  period  may  expire  before  the  perfected  map  is  filed 
in  the  local  office. 

A  map  filed  under  said  act  will  not  be  approved  where  the  stat-ements  in  the  certificate, 
aud  affidavit,  accompanying  the  same  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  conditions 
surrounding  the  case. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

,       3, 1890. 

With  letter  of  July  10,  last,  the  Department  returned  to  you  a  map 
theretofore  submitted,  and  filed  by  the  Longmont,  Middle  Park  and 
Pacific  Railway  Company  under  the  right  of  way  act  (Marck  3, 1875, 
18  Stat.,  482),  with  a  statement  that  approval  thereof  was  withheld 
because  the  map  was  not  filed  within  the  time  required  by  the  act,  with- 
out allusion  to  other  objections.  In  a  subsequent  letter,  that  of  Sep- 
tember 6,  last,  you  stated  that  two  maps  had  been  filed  in  1881  by  the 
Longmont,  Middle  Park  and  Pacific  Karrow  Gauge  Eaiiway  Company, 
now  known  by  the  name  above  mentioned,  which  were  returned  to  the 
company  because  of  defects,  and  that  no  action  had  been  taken  in  the 
premises  till  the  present  map  was  filed.  You  submitted  the  matter  for 
directions,  and,  on  the  1st  ultimo,  re-submitted  the  map. 

In  reply  and  for  your  guidance,  I  have  to  state,  generally,  that  a 
map  filed  under  this  act  within  twelve  months  after  the  definite  location 
of  the  line  of  route  delineated  thereon  and  showing  a  section  of  road 
over  surveyed  public  lauds,  which  is  returned  to  the  company  filing  it 
because  of  imperfections,  will  be  held  to  have  been  filed  within  the 
statutory  period  although  the  legal  limit  may  hav^e  elapsed  before  the 
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perfected  map,  or  a  similar  one  in  its  stead,  is  again  filed  in  the  local 
o£Qce. 

Laches  as  respects  the  re-filing  of  this  map  wonld  not  operate  against 
favorable  action  thereon,  according  to  the  above  view,  and  in  the  light 
of  the  statements  in  your  letter  of  September  6,  if  the  map  were  other- 
wise properly  execnted  and  authenticated  and  accorded  with  the  facts 
as  presented. 

Yoar  letter  states  that  Longmont,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  section 
of  road,  is  in  section  10 — 2  N. — 69,  W.,  while  the  map  shows  it  to  be  in 
section  3;  and  that  Ward,  the  western  terminus,  is  in  section  1 — 1,  N. — 
73,  W.,  while  that  town  is  not  noted  on  the  map,  but  the  section  of  road 
ends  at  a  point  on  the  west  line  of  section  18^1,  N. — 72,  W.  The  state- 
ment in  the  certificate  attached  to  the  map  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  surrounding  the  case  and  such  is  true  respecting  the 
affidavit  which  precedes  the  certificate. 

By  reason  of  the  foregoing  objections  the  map  is  herewith  returned 
unapproved. 


PRACTICE— EVTDENCE—PBE-EMPTION  CONTEST. 

Conn  i?.  Oabbigan. 

An  affidavit  filed  with  aa  appeal  to  the  Department  cannot  be  receiyed  as  evidence 
iu  a  contested  case. 

The  temporary  removal  of  the  claimant  from  land  of  his  own,  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  residence  on  his  pre-emption  claim  in  the  same  State  will  not  take  such 
claim  out  of  the  second  inhibitory  clause  of  section  2*^0  R.  S. 

Firnt  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Com7nissioner  of  the  OeneralLand 

Office,  December  4, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  Carrigan  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  May  17,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  cash 
entry,  made  October  19,  1886,  for  the  SW.  J  Sec.  21,  T.  6  N.,  R.  34  W., 
McCook,  Nebraska. 

On  March  15,  1887,  Leslie  Conn  made  application  lor  a  hearing,  in 
which  he  alleged  that  ^'  James  Corrigan  has  moved  his  family,  hiihself, 
and  dwelling-house,  from  deeded  laud  of  his  own  in  this  State  to  reside 
on  the  above  described  pre-emption  cash  entry,  which  deeded  land  was 
his  deeded  homestead,  which  is  contrary  to  the  ruling  of  the  Land  De- 
partment." 

The  hearing  was  duly  had  by  your  order  of  June  6,  1887,  and  the 
register  and  receiver,  from  the  evidence  submitted  thereat,  found  that 
the  claimant  had  acted  iu  bad  faith  and  recommended  the  cancellation 
of  his  entry,  and  on  his  appeal  you  affirm  that  judgment. 

The  entryman  appeals  therefrom  to  this  Department,  alleging,  among 
other  things,  as  grounds  of  error,  that  your  decision  is  contrary  to  law 
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and  unsupported  by  the  evidence.    The  facts  are  substantially  set  forth 
in  your  opinion. 

The  land  in  controversy  corners  on  the  southwest  with  the  NE.  ^  of 
Sec.  29,  in  the  same  township.  On  October  22, 1885,  Mr.  Gorrigau  made 
his  final  homestead  proof  on  the  last  described  tract,  and  on  November 
12,  1885,  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  land  in  question,  alleg- 
ing settlement  thereon  October  28, 1885.  His  witness,  William  Listen, 
testifies  that  he  thinks  the  claimant  removed  from  his  homestead  to 
Gulbertson,  Nebraska,  on  November  8, 1885 ;  that  about  February  20, 
1886,  he  made  his  first  act  of  settlement  on  the  laud  in  question,  and 
about  April  1,  thereafter,  he  moved  with  his  family  from  Gulbertson  to 
his  pre-emption  claim. 

lie  further  swears  that  claimant  told  him  *^  inside  of  two  or  three  weeks 
after  he  made  final  proof  that  he  (claimant)  ''did  not  want  any  more 
land,"  and  did  not  want  to  pre-empt  the  land  in  controversy.  Claim- 
ant told  the  same  in  substance  to  his  witnoss,  Bnllard.  It  was  exactly 
three  weeks  from  the  time  he  made  his  final  proof  on  his  homestead 
entry  until  he  filed  his  declaratory  statement  for  the  land  in  controversy, 
so  that  his  statement  to  Listen  was  probably  not  sincere.  If,  as  Listen 
says,  he  moved  from  his  homestead  to  Gulbertson  on  November  8,  he 
made  the  filing  within  four  days  after  such  removal. 

The  evidence  further  shows  that  he  moved  the  honse  from  his  home- 
stead claim  to  his  adjoining  pre-emption  claim,  and  after  he  had  proved 
up  on  that  (October  19,  1886,)  he  moved  the  same  house  to  his  timber 
culture  claim  in  section  31,  of  the  same  township,  where  he  waa  living  at 
date  of  hearing.  He  failed  to  testify  at  the  hearing  as  to  what  his 
intentions  were  when  he  moved  from  his  homestead;  and  the  statements 
made  in  his  aflidavit,  accompanying  his  appeal,  as  to  such  intentions, 
can  not  now  be  considered.  Rule  72  of  the  Rules  of  Practice ;  Grow  v. 
Andrus,  5  L.  D.,  425 ;  Knox  v.  Bassett,  5  L.  D.,  351.  It  is  shown  that 
he  moved  from  his  homestead  to  a  house  he  caused  to  be  built  in  Cal- 
bertson,  where  he  staid  about  four  months ;  thence  he  removed  to  his 
preemption  cLiim ;  and  it  is  insisted  that  these  acts  do  not  constitute 
an  abandonment  of  his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the  public 
land,  and  therefore  not  inhibited  by  the  second  subdivision  of  section 
2260  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

I  think  from  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  this  case,  that  claim- 
ant's residence  in  Gulbertson  was  intended  to  be  only  temporary,  and, 
if  so,  his  temporary  removal  from  land  of  his  own  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  residence  on  his  pre-emption  claim  will  not  take  such  claim 
out  of  the  inhibition  contained  in  said  statute.  Ott  v.  Grawford,  10  L. 
D.,  117. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  this  removal  to  Gulbertson  was  a  mere 
subterfuge  to  evade  the  provisions  contained  in  the  inhibitory  clause  in 
said  statute.  I  am  strengthened  in  this  opinion  by  the  fact  that  his  al- 
leged settlement  on  the  preemption  claim  antedated  his  removal  from 
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his  homestead,  and  whatever  the  facts  really  are,  he  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  deny  his  own  statement,  which  he  caused  to  go  on  record,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  same  in  his  efforts  to  secure  more  gov- 
ernment land.  It  can  hardly  be  said,  when  he  moved  from  his  home- 
stead to  Culbertson,  on  November  8,  that  he  did  not  intend  at  that  time 
to  move  to  the  pre-emption  claim,  when  he  filed  on  the  same  four  days 
later.  On  the  contrary,  the  facts  warrant  the  conclusion  that  he  did 
intend  such  removal. 

I  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached  in  your  decision  that  this  entry 
should  be  canceled.  It  is  so  ordered  and  the  judgment  appealed  from 
is  affirmed. 


PURCHASE  UNDER  THE  ACT  OP  JUNE  15,  1880— AFFIDAVIT. 

Graham  v.  Garlichs. 

An  affidavit  of  identity  is  not  requirod  of  the  orifj^inal  en  try  man  where  he  applies  to 
purchase  nnder  section  2,  act  of  June  15,  1880^  and  the  duplicate  receipt  accom- 
panies the  record. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  5, 1890. 

December  8, 1879,  Julius  Ipsom  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NW. 
J  Sec.  15,  T.  4  S.,  R.  22  W.,  Kirwin,  Kansas.  May  19,  1884,  he  exe- 
cuted a  power  of  attorney,  authorizing  Hugh  McCredie,  in  his  name 
and  for  his  use,  to  make  final  proof  for  the  same  '^  under  the  2d 
section  of  the  act  of  June  15th,  1880, 21  Stat.,  237.''  June  24,  1884,  Mc- 
Credie, in  virtue  of  his  said  power  of  attorney,  made  and  subscribed 
the  cash  proof  affidavit  required  of  the  entryman,  and  received  final 
certificate  in  the  name  of  Julius  Ipsom. 

The  land  was  several  times  transferred,  and  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1886,  was  conveyed  by  warranty  deed  to  Garlichs,  appellant  herein, 
April  18,  1885,  the  said  casli  entry  was  suspended  by  your  office,  be- 
cause the  required  cash  proof  affidavit  was  made  by  a  person  other 
than  the  entryman. 

March  20,  1888,  George  Graham  applied  to  contest  the  said  cash  en- 
try, alleging  the  proof  to  be  insufficient  by  reason  of  the  affidavit  afore- 
said. His  application  was  held  to  await  the  action  of  Garlichs,  in 
relation  to  the  suspension  of  Ipsom's  cash  entry. 

June  14,  1888,  Garlichs  filed  with  the  register  and  receiver  an  ab- 
stract of  the  record  showing  his  ownership  of  the  land,  and  an  affi(iavit 
to  the  effect  that  he  was  an  innocent  purchaser,  without  notice  of  the 
defective  affidavit,  or  of  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  in  suspending 
the  entry,  and  that  he  had  made  diligent  inquiry  to  learn  the  where- 
abouts of  Ipsom,  with  a  view  to  procuring  from  him  a  proper  affidavit, 
but  had  been  unable  to  find  him,  and  asked  that  the  personal  affidavit 
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of  Ipsom  be  dispensed  with,  the  cash  proof  already  on  file  accepted,  ! 

and  the  land  passed  to  patent.  This  application  was  referred  to  the 
Commissioner,  and,  on  October  17, 1888,  the  Commissioner  allowed  him 
sixty  days  (additional)  in  which  to  procure  and  file  Ipsom's  affidavit. 

Garlicbs  failed  to  farnish  the  required  affidavit,  whefeapon  your  ' 

office,  by  its  letter  of  June  1, 1889^  held  the  said  cash  entry  for  cancel- 
lation, and  Garlichs  now  appeals.  ^  * 

The  affidavit  of  identity,  etc.,  is  required  only  when  the  original 
homestead  party  applies  to  enter  and  ^<  has  lost  his  duplicate  receipt." 
General  Circular  of  January  1, 1889,  page  19. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  Ipsom's  duplicate  receipt  accompanies  the  record. 
The  affidavit  was  therefore  unnecessary. 

Graham's  contest  is  dismissed,  and  you  will  direct  a  patent  to  issue 
to  Garlichs. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 


SUSPENDED  ENTRY— SteGREGATIOX. 

Melyin  p.  Yates. 

The  suspension  of  an  entry  does  not  relieve  the  land  covered  thereby  from  reserva- 
tion, hence  during  such  suspension  the  entry  of  another  for  said  land  cannot  be 
allowed. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commis9ianer  of  the  Qeneral 

Land  Office^  December  6, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Melvin  P.  Yates  from  your  office  de- 
cision, dated  February  16, 1889,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  home- 
stead entry  on  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  28  T.  7  S.,  R.  28  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 

The  record  shows  that  on  November21, 1884,  Horace  G-.  Pearson  filed 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  above  described  tract,  and  on 
June  24, 1885,  he  made  cash  entry  for  the  same.  His  proof  shows  that 
he  had  resided  on  the  tract  since  December  1, 1884,  cultivating  and 
improving  it.  June  16,  1888,  your  office  suspended  said  cash  entry  for 
insufficient  residence  and  improvements,  and  allowed  Pearson  sixty 
days,  without  republication  of  notice  to  file  additional  evidence. 

It  also  appears  that  notice  of  said  suspension  was  sent  to  Pearson's 
last  address  at  Hoxie,  Kansas,  but  he  was  tben  living  in  Pasadena^ 
California.  September  5,  1888,  a  second  notice  was  sent  to  Pasadena, 
which  he  received. 

September  24, 1888,  Melvin  P.  Yates,  applied  to  make  homestead 
entry  upon  the  same  tract,  which  was  rejected  same  day,  by  the  local 
land  office  for  the  reason  that  said  tract  is  covered  by  cash  entry  of 
Horace  G.  Pearson. 

Yates  appealed  from  this  action  to  your  office,  where,  on  February 
16,  1889,  you  affirmed  the  decision  appealed  from.  Thereupon  he  still 
further  prosecutes  his  appeal  to  this  department. 
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At  the  time  this  application  was  made,  Horace  G.  Pearson's  entry  of 
the  tract  was  of  record,  uncanceled  and  was  notice  to  this  claimant  and 
all  the  world  of  his  claim  to  this  land. 

His  entry,  though  suspended  temporarily,  is  nevertheless  an  entry, 
and  withdraws  the  land  embraced  therein  from  market  until  such  time 
as  the  same  may  be  finally  acted  upon.    See  Henry  Clift*  (3  L.  D.,  216). 

A  mere  suspension  of  Pearson's  entry  until  he  could  furnish  the  addi- 
tional proof  called  for  does  not  open  this  land  for  entry  to  the  public. 
And  the  allowance  of  sixty  days'  time  for  furnishing  such  proof  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  his  entry  should  be 
canceled.  Circumstances  might  have  arisen  during  the  allotted  time 
which  in  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  would 
be  sufficient  cause  for  granting  more  time. 

In  this  case  it  appears  by  reason  of  Pearson's  change  of  residence  the 
sixty  days'  time  was  consumed  before  he  received  notice  of  the  action 
of  the  Oenefal  Land  Office.  The  notice  was  sent  to  him  September  5th 
and  on  October  16th,  1888,  he  began  to  take  steps  to  comply  with  the 
order  of  the  Land  Office,  ordering  him  to  furnish  additional  proof. 

There  could  not  be  two  entries  at  the  same  time  on  the  same  land. 
Eussell  V.  Gerold  (10  L.  D.,  18);  Geer  v.  Farrington  (4  L.  D.,  410).  It 
therefore  follows  that  the  application  of  Melvin  P.  Yates  to  make  home- 
stead entry  was  rightly  rejected. 

Your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


ALABAMA  LANDS-ABANDON^MENT. 

James  E.  Jolly. 

Au  additional  homestead  eatry  of  land  reported,  prior  to  the  act  of  March  3^  1883,  as 
containing^  coal,  can  not  be  allowed  until  atter  public  offering. 

An  entry  of  a  less  amount  than  that  covered  by  settlement  operates  as  abandon- 
ment of  the  land  not  inclnded  within  the  entry. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  December  6, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  E.  Jolly  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  October  14, 1889,  rejecting  his  homestead  application  to  enter 
the  8E.  J  of  N W.  J  Sec.  22,  T.  14  S.,  R.  3  W.,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

The  record  shows  that  applicant  made  entry  for  the  8.  ^  of  NE.  ^y 
Sec.  22,  T.  14  S.,  B.  3  W.,  in  1876 ;  and  that  he  has  resided  thereon 
with  his  family  ever  since.  In  his  present  application  he  asks  the 
privilege  of  entering  the  tract  above  as  additional  to  his  original  entry 
of  1876. 

July  24,  1889,  the  local  office  rejected  this  application  for  the  reason 
that  he  did  not  allege  settlement  prior  to  March  3,  1883,  and  that  the 
land  is  classed  as  mineral. 
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Your  office  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  office.  Whereupon  ap- 
plicant appealed  to  this  Department. 

According  to  the  statemeuts  of  your  office  the  tract  sought  to  be 
entered  had  been  reported  as  coutaining  coal  prior  to  the  act  of  March 
3,  1883  (22  Stat.,  487). 

It  must,  therefore,  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  before  it  is  subject 
to  entry.  The  tract  in  dispute  had  not  been  offered  at  public  sale  prior 
to  this  homestead  application.  It  follows  that  unless  applicant's  rights 
attached  to  this  land  before  the  act  of  March  3,  1883,  he  can  have  no 
right  now. 

The  question  therefore  arises  did  James  E.  Jolly  make  settlement  on 
the  tract  in  controversy  before  March  3, 1883. 

His  application  is  dated  July  23,  1889,  more  than  six  years  after  the 
passage  of  said  act.  The  attorney  for  applicant  argues  that  settlement 
should  date  back  to  the  time  of  the  original  entry  in  1876  under  the  act 
of  May  14, 1880.  I  do  not  believe  the  argument  is  well  taken,  because 
if  applicant  claims  settlement  now  he  must  have  claimed  settlement  of 
this  tract  at  the  time  of  his  entry  of  the  original  eighty  acres  in  1876. 
If  so,  his  entry  of  the  eighty  acres  will  operate  as  an  abandonment  of 
the  tract  now  in  dispute.  See  Oayce  v.  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain 
Bailroad  company  (6  L.  D.,  356) ;  see  also  Nix  v.  Allen  (112  U.  S.,  129). 

Your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


PRACTICE— CERTIORARI— APPEAL. 

Smith  v.  Noble. 

An  application  for  the  writ  of  certiorari  will  be  denied^  if  it  appears  that  the  applL 

cant  has  not  sought  relief  by  appeal. 

Secretary  liable  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge}ieral  Land  Office^  Decern- 

ber  6,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  September  11, 1890,  transmitting  an 
application  for  certiorari  filed  by  Robert  Smith  in  the  case  of  said 
Smith  against  Spencer  V.  Noble. 

It  appears  that  on  August  7,  1882,  Noble  made  *' mineral  entry  No. 
116,  for  placer  claim  No.  1,  above  discovery  and  upper  one  hundred  feet 
of  discovery  and  hill  claims  adjoining  on  southeast "  Dead  wood  series, 
now  Bapid  City,  Dakota,  and  that  subsequently  on  June  16,  1890,  the 
local  officers  forwarded  a  protest  tiled  by  Smith ,  alleging  that  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  portion  of  said  claim  by  purchase,  that  he  has  resided 
thereon  and  cultivated  it  for  ten  years,  ''  that  the  part  so  occupied  by 
him  is  thirty  feet  above  the  remainder  of  the  claim,  and  of  the  placer 
ground  on  Whitewood  Creek ;  that  no  placer  mining  had  been  done 
thereon  other  than  prospecting,  since  he  has  resided  thereon  and  for 
years  previous ;  that  no  one  has  made  any  claim  to  said  premises,  set 
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stakes,  or  posted  notices  tbereon  since  his  settlement  f  that  Noble  has 
sold  all  that  portion  of  the  placer  claim  to  a  railroad  company,  ^' which 
the  company  is  now  leveling  for  machine  shops  and  rouDd  houses,"  and 
that  the  ground  claimed  by  him  is  not  valuable  fov  mining  purposes. 

By  letter  of  July  18, 1890,  your  office  found  that  the  evidence  showed 
the  claim  to  have  been  owned  and  worked  as  a  placer  by  Noble  and  his 
grantors,  since  1876;  that  not  less  than  $5000,  had  been  expended 
thereon  tor  that  purpose  and  that  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
gold  had  been  taken  from  the  claim;  that  Noble  had  given  legal  notice 
of  his  application  for  patent,  and  that  Smith  had  failed  to  tile  an  ad- 
verse claim  under  the  statute ;  that  Smith  had  not  alleged  that  valu- 
able mineral  had  not  been  discovered  on  the  claiuj,  and  concluded  that 
yonr  office  would  not  be  warranted  in  ordering  a  hearing. 

The  protest  was  accordingly  dismissed. 

Thereupon  protestant  instead  of  seeking  relief  by  appeal,  filed  this 
application  for  certiorari. 

By  your  said  letter  of  September  11,  you  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  appeal  has  been  taken  io  the  case,  and  that  the  right  of  appeal 
has  not  been  denied. 

The  rules  of  practice  contemplate  that  auy  person  aggrieved  by  a 
ruling  of  your  office  shall  seek  relief  by  appeal  to  the  Department. 
This  is  the  ordinary  and  orderly  practice.  It  does  not  appear  why  the 
applicant  failed  to  pursue  this  course.  The  Department  will  not  coun- 
tenance a  resort  to  the  extraordinary  remedy  of  certiorari  when  an  ob- 
servance of  the  usual  methods  of  practice  furnishes  ample  relief.  Pro- 
testants in  mineral  cases  are,  under  certain  circumstances,  entitled  to 
appeal.  Bright  v,  Elkhorn  Mining  Co.  (8  L.  D.,  122).  Inasmuch  as 
applicant  has  not  sought  relief  by  appeal,  the  application  is  denied. 


HOMESTEAD  SETTLEMENT— CONFLICTING  CLAIMS. 

BEBBY  V,  Websteb. 

A  valid  settlement  claim  nuder  the  homestead  law,  can  not  be  made  by  one  who  is 
at  the  same  time  maintaining  a  settlement  claim  for  another  tract  under  the  pre- 
emption law. 

No  rights,  as  against  others,  are  acquired  by  the  cultivation  of  a  tract  under  authority 
from  a  railroad  company  that  has  no  right  thereto  under  its  grant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  8,  1890. 

The  land  in  controversy  was  formerly  embraced  within  the  limits 
of  a  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Gompany,  bat,  on  May  24,  1886,  it  was  restored  to  the  public  domain,  in 
accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  March  23, 1886,  in  the 
case  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  (4  L.  D.,  458),  hold- 
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ing  that  the  company  was  not  entitled  to  a  ^rant  of  lauds  between  San 
Buenaventura  and  San  Francisco,  and  that  the  withdrawal  of  said  lands 
was  therefore  without  authority  and  void. 

On  May  24,  1886,  the  said  lands  were  opened  to  eotry  by  the  order  of 
your  office. 

Robert  Webster  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  NVV.  J  of  Sec.  25, 
T.  25  S.,  E.  12  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California,  and  ou  the  same 
day  John  S.  Berry  made  homestead  entry  of  the  same  tract.  On  Decem- 
ber 16, 1886,  Berry  offered  final  proof,  pursuant  to  notice,  which  was 
contested  by  Webster,  and  testimony  was  offeretl  by  botli  parties  ui)oa 
which  testimony  the  local  officers  held  that  Wei>ster  was  the  prior  set- 
tler and  should  be  allowed  to  make  final  proof,  and  that  Berry's  entry 
should  be  canceled.  Upon  appeal,  your  office  affirmed  this  decision, 
and  Berry  appealed. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  that  Berry  cultivated  the  land  for 
eight  years  prior  to  restoration,  claiming  the  land  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  railroad  company.  On  May  8,  1886,  he  moved  a  house  upon 
the  land,  and  established  his  resideuce  with  his  family,  having  moved 
from  his  adjoining  pre-emption  claim,  upon  which  he  offered  final  proof 
in  April  preceding. 

Webster  first  made  settlement  upon  the  claim  in  June  1885,  by  sleep- 
ing on  the  land,  and  then  left  the  claim  to  purchase  lumber  aud  to  qual- 
ify himself  to  enter  the  land  by  filing  his  declaration  of  intention  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  returned  to  the  land  the 
latter  part  of  June  of  that  year  and  slept  on  the  land  in  the  gulches. 
On  July  4,  Webster  hauled  some  lumber  on  the  land,  which  was  re- 
moved by  Berry  after  he  had  ordered  Webster  to  remove  it,  who  refused 
to  do  so.  In  November  Webster  built  a  cabin,  and  resided  therein 
until  the  date  of  the  hearing,  his  wife  having  lived  with  him  from  May 
22, 1886,  when  she  came  from  England  and  joined  her  husband  in  this 
country. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  record  that  Berry  did  not  make  final  proof 
upon  his  pre-emption  claim  until  April,  1886,  and  in  his  testimony  he 
states  that  he  first  made  settlement  and  residence  upon  the  land  on 
May  8, 1880.  He  could  not  make  a  valid  settlement  until  after  he  had 
offered  proof  on  his  pre-emption  claim,  without  abandoning  that  claim, 
nor  did  his  cultivation  of  the  claim  under  the  authority  of  the  railroad 
company  give  him  any  right  over  others,  inasmuch  as  the  company  had 
no  right  to  the  land. 

I  think  the  proof  clearly  shows  that  Webster  actually  settled  aud 
resided  upon  the  land  from  November,  1885,  up  to  the  time  of  the  hear- 
ing, and  warrants  the  finding  of  the  local  office  and  of  your  office  that 
Webster  was  the  first  bona  fide  settler  upon  the  land,  and  the  decision 
of  your  office  holding  the  entry  of  Berry  for  cancellation  and  allowing 
Webster  to  make  final  proof  is  affirmed. 
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MINING  CLAIM—MILL  SITE— SECTION  8337  R.S. 

Syndicate  Lode  Mill  Site. 

A  mill  site  location  not  made  for  the  use  or  occupancy  of  the  applicant,  but  for  tlie 

benefit  of  another,  cannot  be  passed  to  pateut. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  December 

8,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  A.  E.  Wanneinaker  from  so  much  of 
your  office  decision,  dated  September  3,  1889,  as  holds  for  cauceliatiou 
the  Syndicate  mill-site  mineral  entry  No.  437,  made  October  7, 1885,  at 
Durango,  Colorado. 

The  record  shows  that  the  Syndicate  lode  claim  was  located  by  W. 
E.  Steele  September  28, 1880. 

January  14, 18S4,  Steele  con ve^'ed  to  Alice  F.  Wannemaker  the  claim. 
Alice  P.  Wannemaker  and  W.  E.  Steele  on  October  8,  1884,  conveyed 
the  same  to  A.  E.  Wannemaker. 

October  11, 1884,  A.  E.  Wannemaker  located  the  Syndicate  mill-site 
known  as  the  Syndicate  lode  mill-site. 

October  7, 1885,  A.  E.  Wannamaker  made  entry  for  the  Syndicate 
lode  and  mill-site. 

Septembers,  1889,  your  office  held  for  cancellation  applicant's  mineral 
entry  to  the  extent  of  the  mill-site  lot  No.  2185  B.,  embracing  Ave  acres. 

Section  2337,  under  which  applicant  seeks  for  patent  is  as  follows : 

Where  non-mineral  land  not  contiguous  to  the  vein  or  lode  is  used  or  occupied  by 
the  proprietor  of  such  vein  or  lode  for  mining  or  milling  purposes,  such  non-adjacent 
surface  ground  may  be  embraced  and  included  in  an  application  for  a  patent  for  such 
vein  or  lode,  and  the  same  may  be  patented  therewith,  subject  to  the  same  prelimi- 
nary requirements  as  to  survey  and  notice  as  are  applicable  to  veins  or  lodes ;  but  no 
location  hereafter  made  of  such  non-adjacent  laud  shall  exceed  five  acres,  and  pay- 
ment for  the  same  must  be  made  at  the  same  rate  as  fixed  by  this  chapter  for  the  super- 
ficies of  the  lode.  The  owner  of  a  quartz-mill  or  reduction-works,  not  owniii;^  a  mine 
in  connection  therewith,  may  also  receive  a  patent  for  his  mill-site,  as  provided  in 
this  section. 

The  evidence,  upon  examination  discloses  that  ever  since  the  mill-site 
in  dispute  was  located  by  Wannemaker  it  has  been  occupied  by  coke 
ovens  for  the  manufacture  of  coke  from  bituminous  coal  for  the  use  of 
the  Grand  View  Mining  and  Smelting  company's  smelter  at  Rico, 
Colorado. 

At  the  time  applicant  located  the  Syndicate  mill-site  he  agreed  to 
deed  the  same  to  the  above  named  company  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain 
patent  therefor.  This  arrangement  seems  to  have  been  made  because 
the  Grand  View  Mining  and  Smelting  company  was  not  at  that  time 
the  owner  of  any  lode  or  mine  and  could  not  therefore  obtain  patent  for 
a  mill-site  while  applicant,  Wannemaker,  being  the  owner  of  Symlicate 
lode  could  obtain  a  patent  for  a  mill-site  to  be  used  in  connection  there- 
with. 
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It  seems,  therefore,  that  said  mill-site  was  not  located  for  the  use  and 
occupancy  of  applicant,  but  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  above  named 
company.  In  his  location  certificate  applicant  said  that  the  Syndicate 
Mill-site  was  to  be  used  and  occupied  as  a  mill-site  in  connection  with 
the  Syndicate  lode.  In  fact,  it  has  never  been  used  or  occupied  for  any 
such  purpose,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  admitted  by  the  evidence,  that 
it  has  been  continuously  used  by  the  Grand  View  Mining  and  Smelting 
company.  These  facts  show  conclusively  that  the  land  is  not  used  or 
occupied  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  located  or  for  any  purpose  in 
connection  with  the  Syndicate  lode. 

Whatever  improvements  are  upon  the  mill-site  were  not  placed  there 
by  Wannemaker. 

The  claimant  has  not  shown  such  use  and  occupation  of  the  land  in 
question  as  is  contemplated  by  Sec.  2337,  R.  S.  See  Charles  Lennig 
(5  L.  D.,  190) ;  Le  Neve  Mill-site  (9  L.  D.,  460). 

Your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 


PRE-EMPTIVE  RIGHT— SECOND  FILING— MINOR. 

Johnson  v.  Bountbee. 

A  minor  who  files  a  declaratory  statement  with  full  knowledge  of  his  disqualifica- 
tion under  the  law,  and  subsequently  sells  his  relinquishment  of  the  claim,  ex- 
hausts thereby  his  pre-emptive  right,  and  can  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  second 
filing. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  Sy  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Lourain  Johnson  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  of  May  11, 1889,  allowing  the  final  proof  of  Charles  J. 
Bountree  upon  his  pre-emption  claim  for  the  E.  i  of  the  NW.  ^  and  the 
W.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  25,  T.  3  S.,  B.  24  W.,  Kirwin.  Kansas. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  on  August  5, 1885,  Bountree  offered 
proof  upon  said  claim,  when  Johnson  protested,  alleging  an  adverse 
and  superior  claim  to  the  land  by  virtue  of  his  declaratory  statement, 
filed  July  13,  1885.  Upon  this  protest  a  hearing  was  had,  and  the 
Ipcal  officers  found  in  favor  of  defendant,  from  which  decision  the  prot- 
estant  appealed,  alleging  error  in  said  decision  in  holding:  (1)  that  the 
defendant  did  not  exhaust  his  pre-emption  right  by  his  filing  made 
April  8, 1880 ;  and  (2)  in  holding  that  he  had  complied  with  the  law  as  to 
residence  and  cultivation.    Your  office  affirmed  said  decision,  and  held : 

As  to  the  Ist  error  assigned,  the  testimony  shown  that  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  defendant  made  or  procured  another  man  to  make  for  him  a  D.  S.  filini;  on  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  that  he  only  held  said  filinfi;  a  few  weeks,  and  then  sold  it  and 
relinqnished  all  his  right  to  it  for  $10.  His  filing  at  that  time  was  of  no  legal  effect . 
as  he  was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  and  is  consequently  not  a  har  to  his  exercise  nf 
his  right  under  the  pre-emption  law  after  he  had  become  qaalified  to  do  so. 
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Your  office  further  held  that,  as  to  residence  and  improvements  on 
the  tract,  he  had  complied  with  the  law. 

The  controlling  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  defendant,  with 
a  fall  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a  minor  and  not  qnalified  to 
make  a  pre-emption  filing,  did,  notwithstanding  such  knowledge,  make 
a  filing  and  sell  the  relinqnishment  of  his  claim.  If  he  did,  he  has  ex- 
hausted his  right,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider  the  question  as  to 
whether  he  has  complied  with  the  law. 

In  his  testimony,  he  says  that  he  did  make  a  filing  in  1880  for  another 
tract  of  land,  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  that  it  was  made  for 
him  by  a  man  named  Barman.    He  says : 

I  paid  him  |3.00  for  making  said  filing.    I  asked  him  to  do  it.    I  broke  five  aures  of 
prairie  on  this  land,  is  all  I  done.    I  done  nothing  with  the  land  afterward.    Mrs. 
Right  has  that  land  now.    She  paid  me  $10.00  for  my  paper  on  that  laud.    I  signed 
my  name  on  back  of  papers.  ' 

This  case  is  controlled  by  the  decision  of  the  Department  in  the  case 
of  Allen  V.  Baird,  6  L.  D.,  298.  In  that  case  the  Secretary  said  ^<  In 
the  first  filing  Allen  stated  that  he  was  ^over  twenty-one  years'  of  age, 
when  he  knew  that  statement  was  untrue."  ^^The  land  was  subject  to 
settlement  and  entry,  and  Allen  can  not  now  be  heard  to  say  that  his 
first  filing  was  illegal." 

In  the  case  at  bar,  it  does  not  appear  that  Bountree  was  prevented 
from  perfecting  his  entry,  and,  although  he  was  disqualified  from  mak- 
ing filing  or  entry,  yet  he  might  have  perfected  his  claim  upon  attain- 
ing majority.  His  attempt  to  acquire  title,  knowing  that  he  was  under 
age,  and  his  speculation  on  the  land  by  the  sale  of  his  relinquishment, 
has  exhausted  has  right,  and  his  filing  should  be  canceled. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 


MINIXG  CLAIM->CHABACTER  OF  LAND. 

iMOBBILL  V.  MABaABET  MINING  OO. 

A  miaeral  application  will  not  he  allowed  if  the  mineral  character  of  the  land  does 

not  satisfactorily  appear. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  8, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Benjamin  G.  Morrill  v.  The  Margaret 
Mining  company  on  appeal  by  both  parties  from  your  office  decision  of 
May  20, 1889,  finding  that  the  land  in  controversy,  being  unsurveyed 
public  lands  in  Seattle  land  district,  King  Co.,  Washington,  has  no  value 
for  either  mining  or  agricultural  purposes. 

The  record  shows  that  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  1886,  the  Margaret 
Mining  company  filed  in  the  local  office  its  application  to  purchase  the 
Gray  Bagle  Mining  claim  being  survey  No.  52,  situated  in  King  county, 
Washington  Territory,  on  unsurveyed  public  land. 
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On  May  14, 1886,  and  afterwards  on  June  25, 18S6,  Benjamin  G.  Mor- 
rill filed  in  the  local  office  his  protest  against  the  allowance  of  a  min- 
eral entry  for  said  land  by  the  Margaret  Mining  company  or  any  one 
else  alleging  his  settlement  upon  and  improvement  of  a  claim  on  an- 
surveyed  lands  in  March,  1885.  That  subsequently  a  mining  company 
located  a  mineral  claim  embracing  the  same  lands,  called  the  Gray 
Eagle.  Tbat  the  object  and  purpose  of  said  mining  company  is  to  ob- 
tain title  to  some  hot  springs.  That  ^^  there  is  no  valuable  mine  on  the 
claim,  and  they  make  no  pretensions  to  one  outside  of  obtaining  a 
patent  to  Sulphur  Springs."  He  further  alleges  that  he  was  an  occu- 
pant of  the  land  in  question  before  any  parties  interesied  in  the  said 
mining  company.  That  he  had  erected  buildings  on  the  claim  and  that 
it  had  been  his  home  for  the  past  eighteen  months. 

On  the  12th  day  of  November,  1886,  a  hearing  was  ordered  by  the 
local  officers  to  determine  the  character  of  the  said  **Gray  Eagle  min- 
ing claim."  In  pursuance  thereof  the  testimony  was  in  part  taken 
before  a  notary  public  in  King  county,  Washington  Territory,  partly  in 
the  form  of  depositions,  and  the  remainder  before  the  local  officers. 

From  the  evidence  introduced  in  the  case  the  local  officers,  on  the  7th 
day  of  November,  1887,  refused  the  application  of  said  Margaret  Mining 
company,  from  which  said  company  appealed  to  your  office,  which  on 
the  20th  day  of  May,  1889,  found  ''that  said  claim  has  not  been  proven 
to  be  of  any  value  for  mining  purposes,  neither  is  it  of  any  value  for 
agricultural  purposes.  Hence  it  must  be  held  to  be  most  valuable  for 
its  hot  springs  thereon  and  therefore  subject  to  sale  under  the  general 
laws,  and  not  under  the  acts  relating  to  the  sale  of  mineral  lands.'' 

From  your  said  decision  both  parties  appeal. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  prior  to  the  organization  of  said 
Margaret  Mining  company,  said  Benjamin  G.  Morrill  made  a  settlement 
upon,  and  was  improving  a  claim  upon  unsurveyed  public  land.    That 
after  the  organization  of  the  mining  company  it  located  the  Gray  Eagle 
Lode  mining  claim  upon  land  embraced  in  Morrill's  claim.    In  the 
boundaries  of  said  mining  claim  there  is  what  the  witnesses  denominate 
as  the  "  Hot  Springs  of  Green  Kiver,"  the  waters  of  said  sprin^rs  are 
supposed  to  contain  valuable  medicinal  qualities.    The  value  of  said 
springs  is  not  shown  by  the  evidence  in  this  case  but  Morrill  and  said 
mining  company  seem  to  value  them  highly.    In  fact  the  acquisition  of 
said  springs  seems  to  have  been  the  object  of  MorrilPs  settlement,  and 
of  the  organization  of  said  mining  company.    After  the  organization  of 
said  company  and  the  location  of  said  mining  claim,  Morrill  was  ejected 
from  the  land  by  an  officer  under  some  sort  of  proceedings  had  before 
a  court  at  the  trial  before  which  he  swears  he  made  no  appearance,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  out  of  the  possession.    Morrill's  improvements 
consisted  chiefly  in  buildings  near  said  hot  springs  erected  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  guests  and  people  visiting  said  springs  for  their  health, 
and  the  breaking  and  clearing  of  about  an  acre  of  ground  whicli  he 
planted  to  pardon  vegetables  and  potatoes. 
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The  claim  crosses  Green  Biver  aud  is  shown  to  be  generally  covered 
with  timber  and  brush.  It  is  shown  to  be  broken  and  rocky  generally 
yet  there  is  a  portion  of  it  that  can  be  cnltivated  suco^sfully  and  has 
some  value  as  agricultural  lands.  Morrill's  improvements  are  shown  to 
have  been  worth  from  $800  to  $1000. 

As  to  the  mineral  character  of  the  land  embraced  in  the  Gray  Eagle 
claim,  the  evidence  fails  to  satisfactorily  show  that  mineral  in  paying 
quantities  exists,  or  has  been  found  on  said  claim. 

It  appears  that  very  little  effort  has  been  made  by  the  mining  com- 
pany to  develop  the  mineral  resources  of  the  claim,  the  mineral  claim- 
ants having  turned  their  attention  to  the  mineral  springs^  which  appear 
to  be  their  sole  incentive  for  acquiring  title  to  the  land.  The  sole  issue 
presented  for  determination  was  the  right  of  the  mineral  applicants  to 
purchase  the  land  and  inasmuch  as  the  land  is  not  shown  to  be  mineral 
in  character,  your  office  decision  in  rejecting  their  application  to  pur- 
chase was  right  and  to  that  extent  is  hereby  affirmed. 

The  rights  of  Morrill  in  the  tract  can  properly  be  determined  when 
he  makes  application  therefor  under  the  law. 

Your  said  office  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


PRACTICE— RE  VIE  W— REHEARING . 

GLINB  V.  Daul. 

An  allegation  of  additional  evidence,  not  newly  discoveredi  if  made  for  tbe  first  time 

on  review  corner  too  late  to  jastify  a  rehearing. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  Decern- 

her  8,  1890. 

Frederick  Daul  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  of 
departmental  decision  of  June  28, 1890,  in  the  case  of  Mary  Cline  v. 
Frederick  Daul,  involving  a  part  of  Sec.  2,  T.  8  N.,  R.  19  W.,  Grand 
Island  land  district,  Nebraska. 

The  ground  of  said  motion  is  '<  that  said  decision  of  the  Honorable 
Secretary  in  canceling  the  entry  was  contrary  to  law  and  contrary  to 
evidence;"  that  ''the  evidence  of  several  witnesses  introduced  by  said 

contestant was  false  and  untrue;"  that  *Hhe  said  con- 

testee  was  taken  by  surprise  at  the  said  trial  by  the  evidence  of  said 
contestant  and  contestant's  witnesses." 

No  attempt  is  made  to  show  wherein  said  decision  was  '^  contrary  to 
law  and  contrary  to  evidence."  It  is  not  stated  whose  testimony  was 
false,  nor  wherein  it  was  false.  No  explanation  is  made  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  entryman  was  '^  taken  by  surprise."  The  affidavit  of  the 
entry  man,  and  two  other  persons,  Levi  P.  Wells  and  his  wife  Jennie  M. 
Wells,  are  given,  to  the  effect  that  the  entryman  has  resided  on  the 
tract  in  question  continuously  since  April  1, 1884.    It  is  not  necessary 
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to  analyze  the  statements  contained  in  these  affidavits,  and  compare 
them  with  the  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing.  At  best  they  are  bat 
camulative,  and  insufficient,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  evi- 
dence adduced  at  the  hearing,  to  authorize  a  reversal  of  the  former  de- 
cision. But  <' affidavits  filed  after  judgment,  as  a  basis  for  or  accom- 
panying applications  for  review,  are  to  be  received  with  great  caution "' 
(Thorp  V.  Mc Williams,  3  L.  D.,  344).  The  entrymau  made  no  applica- 
tion for  a  continuance  of  the  hearing  on  the  ground  of  the  absence  of 
the  witnesses ;  no  application  before  your  office  for  a  rehearing  for  that 
cause;  and  as  this  evidence — being  in  no  sense  newly  discovered  evi- 
dence— has  never  been  offered  before,  it  comes  too  late  when  produced 
for  the  first  time  on  motion  for  review.  Should  this  motion  be  granted 
on  the  grounds  here  presented,  it  would  encourage  the  trial  of  cases 
piecemeal,  and  allow  a  party  to  keep  back  a  portion  of  his  evidence 
for  an  emergency — a  course  which  would  be  unjust  to  the  opposing 
party,  and  a  practice  not  tolerated  in  courts  of  law.  The  motion  is 
without  merit,  and  must  be  dismissed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— DESTRUCTION  OF  TREES  AFTER  FINAL. 

PROOF. 

Browning  v.  Fry. 

A  timber  culture  entrymau  who  has  complied  with  the  law,  submitted  proof,  aud  re- 
ceived fiual  certificate  thereon,  Is  not  required  by  law  or  any  regulation  of  the 
Department  to  replant  the  tract  where  the  trees  are  subsequently  destroyed  by 
fire. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  10,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  F.  Browning  v.  Stephen  J. 
Fry,  npon  appeal  by  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  yonr  office  dated 
May  25, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  calture  entry  for  the 
SB.  i  Sec.  23,  T.  5  S.,  B.  16  W.,  Eirwin  land  district,  Kansas. 

May  26, 1876,  Fry  made  timber  cnlture  entry  for  said  tract  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  March  13,  1874. 

Jnne  2,  1884,  in  accordance  with  published  notice  he  ofiVreil  final 
proof  before  the  register  and  receiver  (under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  June  14, 1878),  which  was  approved,  and  final  certificate  issued  for 
the  land  February  14, 1887,  Browning  initiated  contest  against  Fry's 
entry,  alleging  substantially  as  follows: — That  the  final  proof  was 
fraudulently  made ;  that  at  the  date  thereof  there  was  not  the  required 
amount  of  thrifty  growing  timber  on  said  tract,  and  that  the  timber 
had  not  been  cultivated  and  protected  as  contemplated  by  the  timber 
cnlture  act. 

Hearing  was  ordered  and  had,  the  local  officers  found  in  favor  of 
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contestant  and  recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation,  whereupon 
claimant  appealed. 

May  25,  1889,  yoar  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  office,  and 
claimant  again  appealed  alleging  the  following  grounds  of  error,  viz : — 

1.  In  concIndiDg  that  the  lack  of  fire-breaks  evidenced  bad  faith. 

2.  In  treating  the  breaking  of  the  tract  denuded  of  its  timber  by  fire  after  proof  as 
evid<incing  bad  faith. 

3.  In  conolnding  that  the  planting  of  about  two  thousand  additional  trees  before 
proof  on  an  addition  to  the  timbered  tract  evidenced  an  intention  to  prepare  for  proof 
in  evasion  of  law. 

4.  In  not  considering  the  equities  of  Fry. 

5.  In  not  conclnding  that  there  were  a  sufiicient  number  of  thrifty  trees  on  the  laud 
at  date  of  proof  to  entitle  Fry  to  a  patent. 

6.  In  not  applying  the  well  known  departmental  rule  that  the  matterof  the  accept- 
ance of  the  proof  after  entry  is  governed  by  the  rules  in  force  when  the  proof  was 
made. 

On  the  trial  both  parties  were  personally  present,  attended  by  their 
respective  attorneys.  A  large  amount  of  testimony  was  offered  by 
them,  and  therefrom  it  appears  that  at  the  time  claimant  offered  final 
proof  he  had  about  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  about  twelve 
acres  planted  to  timber  ranging  from  six  inches  to  twelve  feet  in  height, 
and  numbering  about  thirteen  thousand  trees. 

Several  of  contestant's  witnesses  did  not  know  claimant  and  had  not 
seen  the  tract  in  dispute  until  several  years  after  he  had  made  his  entry. 
Contestant  admitted  that  he  first  saw  section  31,  October  13, 1886,  and 
that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  regarding  claimant's  efforts  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  law  before  he  proved  up  on  his  claim. 
Joseph  Edwards,  one  of  contestant's  witnesses  testified  that  he  resided 
for  over  ten  years  within  forty  rods  of  the  tract  in  dispute ;  that  claim- 
ant had  about  twelve  acres  planted  to  timber ;  that  the  trees  growing 
thereon  June  2, 1884,  would  average  from  six  inches  to  twelve  feet  in 
height  consisting  of  Cottonwood,  box  elder  and  walnut ;  they  were 
planted  four  feet  apart  each  way;  he  believed  fifteen  hundred  of  them 
were  over  nine  feet  high ;  that  one  third  or  more  of  all  the  timber  was 
from  five  to  six  years  old ;  the  larger  trees  were  growing  all  over  the 
plat.  Witness  had  personal  knowledge  that  the  timber  was  cultivated 
both  in  1883  and  1884  and  that  it  was  in  a  thrifty  condition  and  com- 
pared favorably  with  other  tree  claims  in  that  neighborhood,  and  that 
at  the  time  of  final  proof  there  were  at  least  six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  trees  from  six  inches  to  twelve  feet  in  height  growing  on 
this  claim  :  and  that  the  land  was  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
undisputed  evidence  also  shows  that  claimant  had  repeatedly  replanted 
or  refilled  his  tree  plat  with  either  tree  seeds  or  cuttings  whenever  he 
discovered  that  the  seeds  or  cuttings  previpusly  planted  had  failed  to 
germinate  or  grow. 

The  weight  of  affirmative  evidence  shows  that  claimant  had  broken  a 
fire  guard  around  three  sides  of  his  tree  plat  prior  to  1888,  hut  that  no 
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ordinary  fire  guard  could  have  stopped  the  ravages  of  the  fire  which 
destroyed  his  timber  iu  the  fall  of  the  year  1884. 

It  is  shown  by  uncontradicted  evidence  that  the  fire  which  destroyed 
claimant's  timber  started  on  land  owned  by  one  O.  B.  Nichols  about 
three  miles  northwest  from  the  tract  in  dispute.  There  was  a  strong 
wind  blowing  at  the  time  which  carried  the  burning  tumble  weeds  and 
grass  along,  destroying  everything  combustible  in  its  track. 

In  the  case  of  Keynolds  v.  Sampson  (2  L.  D..  305)  it  was  held  that 
the  eutryman  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  tbe  results  of  in- 
cendiarism nor  for  the  destruction  caused  by  floods ;  and  in  the  case  of 
Hupp  V.  Overall  (7  L.  D.,  II)  it  was  held  that  if  a  claimant  was  in  good 
faith  attempting  to  comply  with  the  law,  under  which  his  entry  was 
made,  and  that  a  devastating  fire  had  swept  over  the  land  destroying 
the  major  portion  of  his  trees,  it  appearing  that  no  ordinary  preoantion 
could  have  prevented  such  destruction,  that  his  entry  should  not  be 
cancelled. 

Upon  review  of  the  record  in  the  case  at  bar,  I  am  convinced  that 
claimant's  final  proof  was  honestly  made ;  and  as  it  was  accepted  by 
the  local  officers,  and  final  certificate  had  issued  thereon,  he  was  not 
required  by  law  nor  by  any  rule  of  this  Department  to  replant  the  tree 
plat  destroyed  by  fire,  and  as  it  appears  that  final  certificate  was  issued 
to  claimant  in  accordance  with  the  rules  then  in  force  (Jacob  E.  English, 
10  L.  D.,  409),  I  must  reverse  the  decision  appealed  from  and  direct  that 
the  entry  pass  to  patent. 


RAILROAT)  GRANT— WITHDRAWAL— ENTRY— SETTLEMENT  CLAIM. 

Stewart  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

The  withdrawal  on  general  route  does  not  take  effect  upon  land  covered  by  a  home- 
stead entry,  even  though  the  statutory  life  of  snch  entry  may  have  expired  prior 
to  said  withdrawal. 

When  occupancy  alone  is  relied  upon  to  except  land  from  a  railroad  grant  it  must 
be  affirmatively  shown  that  the  person  in  possession  could  have  asserted  a  claim 
to  such  land  under  the  settlement  lawn. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  December 

11, 1890. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  from 
your  office  decision  of  ITovember  18,  1887,  wherein  yon  affirm  the  local 
office  and  reject  the  company's  claim  to  the  E.  J  NW.  J  and  E,  J  SW.^ 
Sec.  21,  T.  18  K,  R.  1  W.,  W.  M.,  Olyrapia,  now  Seattle,  land  district, 
Washington  Territory,  "with  a  view  to  allowing"  the  application  of 
William  A.  Stewart  to  file  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  tbe 
tracts  named. 

The  land  involved  is  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  upon  the 
map  of  general  route  of  the  company's  road  filed  August  13, 1870,  and 
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also  within  the  limit.s  of  the  grant  as  designated  by  the  map  showing 
the  definite  location  of  said  road  filed  May  14, 1874.  Said  land  was  also 
embraced  in  homestead  entry  No.  330  made  by  John  O.  Wood,  July  11, 
1863.  This  entry  as  shown  by  the  records  of  your  office  was  canceled 
December  21, 1871,  for  abandonment. 

On  May  3,  ISSO,  the  applicant  Stewart,  ])resented  at  the  local  office 
his  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  alleging  settlement  the  same  day 
and  the  same  was,  on  August  26th  following  refused  for  conflict  with 
the  company's  grant. 

By  letter  of  August  13,  1886,  your  office  directed  the  lociil  officers 
^'  that  if  Stewart  can  allege  that  the  land  was  claimed  or  occupied  May 
14,  1874"  L  e.,  the  date  of  definite  location,  to  order  a  hearing  to  deter- 
mine the  fact. 

On  October  4,  1886,  the  applicant  Stewart  filed  in  the  local  office  his 
affidavit  (not  corroborated)  wherein  he  averred  upon  information  and 
belief '^  that  said  land  was  cultivated  during  the  years  1874,  1875,  and 
1870,  and  that  it  was  claimed  during  said  period  by  settlers  thereon." 

A  hearing  against  which  the  company  protested  alleging  inter  alia 
that  it  was  based  upon  an  insufficient  showing,  was  had  (after  continu- 
ance) in  pursuance  of  your  said  office  letter  at  the  local  office  on  Janu- 
ary 8,  1887,  when  both  the  applicant  Stewart  and  the  company 
appeared. 

The  testimony  submitted  was  that  of  two  witnesses  for  the  applicant 
who  resided  in  the  neighborhood  and  who  had  been  familiar  with  the 
laud  for  a  number  of  years. 

One  witness  stated  that  in  June  1874  the  homesteader,  Wood,  had 
asked  him  (witness)  to  help  him  repair  fences  on  the  land,  and  also  that 
he  (Wood)  had  continued  to  claim  the  land  up  to  the  time  last  men- 
tioned. The  other  witness,  who  lived  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
tract,  stated  that  he  knew  Wood  claimed  the  land  from  1871  to  1874 
^<  by  talking  with  him."  This  witness  also  stated  that  '^  there  was  a 
man  that  farmed  the  place  claiming  that  he  had  rented  the  place  of  Mr. 
Wood  in  1874.  In  1875  there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  Zell 
who  rented  the  place  in  the  same  way."  Witness  however  supposed 
that  Wood  only  rented  ^'  what  was  under  fence."  He  (witness)  also 
atated  that  from  1871  to  1874,  Wood  lived  a  portion  of  the  time  in 
Olympia  and  a  portion  of  the  time  in  the  country,"  and  also  that  Wood 
died  about  three  years  before  the  hearing. 

The  land  involved  was,  on  August  13,  1870— the  date  of  said  with- 
drawal— embraced  in  the  homestead  entry  of  Wood.  This  entry  was 
made  on  July  11, 1863,  and  consequently  the  statutory  i)eriod  of  seven 
years  during  which  Wood  should  have  made  proof  in  support  of  his 
claim  had  elapsed  prior  to  the  withdrawal  mentioned.  This,  however, 
so  far  as  it  might  affect  this  case  is  not  material. 

When  the  said  entry  was  made  the  land  became  thereby  segregated 
from  the  pablic  domain,  and  so  remained  until  such  entry  was  canceled 
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of  record.  It  therefore  follows  that  the  said  withdrawal  could  not  aff'ect 
the  land  during  the  record  existence  of  the  entry  referred  to. 

The  tract  in  question  being  excepted  from  said  withdrawal,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  consider  the  status  of  the  land  on  May  14,  1874,  the 
date  of  definite  location.  If  at  that  time  the  land  was  free  from  a  pre- 
emption or  other  claim  or  rjght  it  passed  by  the  grant,  and  if  not  it  was 
excepted  therefrom. 

While  the  evidence  shows  that  Wood  was  '<  claiming "  the  land  in 
question  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  yet  it  is  not 
shown  that  he  had  not  at  that  time  exhausted  his  rights  under  the  set- 
tlement laws  of  the  United  States.  When  occupation  alone  is  relied  on 
to  except  lands  from  the  grant,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  person  in 
possession  could  have  asserted  a  claim  to  the  land  under  the  settle- 
ment laws. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  modified.  The  case  will  be 
remanded  for  further  proceedings,  and  the  applicant  will  be  required  to 
affirmatively  show,  at  a  hearing  before  the  local  office,  after  due  notice 
to  the  company,  that  said  Wood  was  qualified  to  claim  said  land  under 
the  settlement  laws  of  the  United  States,  at  the  date  of  the  definite 
location  of  the  company's  road.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v. 
Potter  (II  L.  D.,  531).  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  evidence  taken  thereat, 
and  the  report  of  the  local  officers  thereon,  your  office  will  re-adjudicate 
the  case. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL-ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880. 

Pabkeb  17.  Gray. 

Ad  applicant  uoder  section  2,  act  of  June  15,  1880,  who  fails  to  appeal  in  time  from 
the  rejection  of  bis  application,  is  oonclnded  thereby,  in  the  presence  of  an  in- 
tervening adverse  right. 

■ 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  11, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Isadore  G.  Parker  from  the  decision 
of  your  office  of  June  18, 1889,  holding  for  cancellation  her  homestead 
entry  for  the  NW.  i  Sec.  34,  T.  8  8.,  R.  23  W.,  Kirwin,  Kansas  and 
allowing  the  application  of  Wm.  R.  Oray  to  purchase  said  tract  under 
the  act  of  June  15, 1880. 

Gray  made  entry  of  the  tract  December  23, 1879,  which  was  canceled 
for  abandonment  October  25, 1885.  November  16, 1885,  Francis  Metz 
filed  for  said  land,  and  on  May  15, 1888,  transmuted  said  filing  to  home- 
stead entry  which  was  canceled  June  30,  1886,  and  Isadore  Parker  on 
the  same  day  made  homestead  entry  of  tbe  tract. 

On  April  24,  1886,  while  the  filing  of  Metz  remained  intact,  Gray  ap- 
plied to  purchase  the  land,  and  said  application  was  rejected  for  the 
reason  that  the  original  entry  of  Gray  had  been  canceled  for  abandon- 
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ment  and  the  tract  was  theu  covered  by  the  filing  of  Metz.  From  this 
decision  Gray  on  July  26,  1886 — more  than  three  months  after  his  ap- 
plication had  been  rejected — filed  an  appeal  to  your  office  from  the  re- 
fusal of  the  register  and  receiver.  Upon  this  appeal  your  office  reversed 
the  action  of  the  local  officers,  holding  that  they  erred  in  not  allowing 
the  application  to  be  placed  of  record  subject  to  the  filing  of  Metz. 
Your  office  therefore  directed  that  Gray  be  allowed  to  perfect  entry 
within  thirty  days  from  notice  of  this  decision,  from  which  action  Mrs. 
Parker  appealed. 

While  the  local  officers  erred  in  not  allowing  the  application  of  Gray 
to  be  placed  of  record,  yet  he  is  concluded  thereby,  not  having  appealed 
therefrom  within  the  time  required  by  the  rules,  and  not  until  after  the 
entry  of  Mrs.  Parker  had  been  allowed. 

Your  decision  is  reversed  and  the  homestead  entry  of  Mrs.  Parker 
will  remain  intact. 


BAILROAD    GRANT-SETTLEMENT   RIGHTS- HOMESTEAD  OCCUPANCY. 

Boss  V.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

The  failnre  of  a  settler  to  place  his  claim  of  record  wiU  Dot  defeat  it  as  against  the 
United  States,  and  the  land  covered  thereby,  at  the  date  when  a  railroad  grant 
becomes  effective  is  excepted  therefrom. 

The  claim  of  a  qualified  settler,  who  has  for  a  long  period  maintained  a  residence  on 
ansurveyed  land,  and  is,  at  the  date  of  withdrawal  on  designated  route,  in  the 
actual  occupation  aud  possession  of  such  land,  though  not  then  residing  thereon, 
is  sufBcieot  to  except  it  fk'om  the  operation  of  a  grant  that  protects  the  occupancy 
of  a  homestead  settler. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  December 

11,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  E.  D.  Boss  v.  Central  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  the  decision  of  yonr  office  of 
December  23,  1886,  involving  the  S  J  NW  J,  SW  J  NE  J,  and  the 
NW  i  SE  J  of  Sec.  33,  T.  16  K,  K.  6  B.,  M.  D.  M.,  Marysville  district, 
California. 

It  appears  from  said  office  decision  that  ^'  said  land  is  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  grant  of  Jaly  1, 1862  (12  Stats.,  489)  as  enlarged  by  the  act 
of  Jaly  2, 1864  (13  Stats.,  356),  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
and  of  the  withdrawal  ordered  for  the  benefit  of  said  grant,  August  2, 
1862.  The  map  of  definite  location  of  the  line  of  said  company's  road, 
opposite  the  land  in  qnestion,  was  filed  March  26, 1864." 

The  said  <'  S.  i  of  the  NW.  i "  of  said  Sec.  33,  was  listed  by  the 
^'ompany  October  23,  1883,  bat  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  map  of 
definite  location  (March  26, 1864)  it  was  part  of  a  tract  npon  which  one 
Bichard  Hamilton  had  settled  in  1862,  having  previously  boaght  the 
improvements  and  possessory  interest  of  a  prior  settler,  and  which  said 
Hamilton  had  cultivated  and  improved  and  had  claimed  and  lived  upon 
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as  a  hoiiK*  from  the  time  of  his  said  settlement  in  1862  to  ihe  summer 
of  186«. 

The  township  plat  of  survey  was  not  filed  until  Februarys,  1871,  and 
Hamilton  could  not  place  his  claim  upon  record  uutil  that  time,  and  it 
appears  that  he  has  never  done  so ;  but 

It  is  well  hetiled  by  departmental  raling^s,  that  the  ouiinbiouto  pat  a  claim  of  record, 
while  it  uii<;ht  defeat  such  claim  at  against  a  snbsequent  settler  who  duly  filea,  will 
not  defeat  it  as  against  the  United  States,  and  the  land  covered  thereby  will  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  any  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  a  railroad,  subsequent 
to  the  inception  of  the  settlement  right.  (Northern  Pacific  K.  R.  Co.  r.  Evans,  7  L. 
D.,  131  and  Cjises  therein  cited.) 

Lauds  ^*  to  which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  may  have  at- 
tached at  the  time  the  line  of  the  road  is  definitely  fixed"  are  excepted 
from  said  grants  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  (12  Stat., 
350 ;  13  8tat.,  489).  Your  office  properly  held,  therefore,  that  said  land 
being  embraced  in  said  claim  at  the  time  the  company's  right  vested 
under  the  grant,  was  excepted  therefrom.  The  subsequent  listing  of 
the  land  by  the  company,  October  23, 1883,  did  not  affect  the  status  of 
the  land.    (Roeschlaub  v.  i^ailroad  Company,  6  L.  D.,  750). 

But  it  is  further  stated  in  said  decision,  that  said  S.  i  of  the  NW.  ^ 

is  also  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of  July  2o,  186(5,  to  the  California  and  Oregon 
Railroad  Company  (now  a  branch  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad),  as  shown  by  said 
company's  map  of  designated  route  filed  September  13,  1867,  in  accordance  with 
which  there  was  an  order  of  withdrawal  October  29,  1867,  received  at  the  local 
office,  November  25, 1867. 

Your  office  holds,  that  while  said  tract  was  excepted  from  the  grant 
to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  by  the  settlement  or  pre-emp- 
tion claim  of  said  Richard  Hamilton,  yet,  that  said  Hamilton  had 
abandoned  said  claim  at  the  date  September  13, 1867,  when  the  right  of 
the  California  and  Oregon  Railroad  Company  vested  nnder  its  grant, 
and  th-At  therefore  it  was  subject  to  the  latter  grant. 

Said  Hamilton,  as  stated  above,  bought  the  improvements  of  a  prior 
settler  on  the  tract  embracing  said  S.  i  of  the  KW.  ^  in  1862,  and  lived 
upon  and  claimed  said  tract  as  a  home  from  1862  to  the  summer  of  1866. 
His  improvements  were  valued  at  $300,  and  were  of  such  a  character  as 
to  indicate  a  settlement  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  home  on  said 
tract  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other.  In  the  summer  of  1866,  his  father 
<A.  Hamilton)  died,  and  Richard  Hamilton  moved  to  his  father's  resi- 
dence, about  a  mile  distant  on  an  adjoining  tract  in  the  same  section, 
*'  to  take  care  of  the  family,"  but  he  still  claimed  the  said  tract  from 
which  he  had  moved,  kept  it  under  fence,  and  used  it  for  stock,  and 
such  was  the  status  of  the  said  S.  i  of  the  NW.  J  as  a  part  of  said  claim 
at  the  time  when  the  California  and  Oregon  Railroad  Company's  rights 
vested  under  its  said  grant. 

The  said  act  of  July  25, 1866  (14  Stat.,  239)  excepts  from  the  grant 
lands  which  '<  shall  be  found  to  have  been  granted,  sold,  reserved, 
occupied  by  homestead  settlers,  preempted  or  otherwise  disposed  of." 
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Your  office  holds  that  ^^his  claim  had  terminated  "  at  the  date  the 
company's  right  vested  under  its  ^rant,  namely,  September  13,  1807, 
because  of  his  removal  in  the  summer  of  1866  to  his  father's  residence 
on  an  adjoining  tract  in  the  same  section.  With  this  conclusion  I  can 
not  concur. 

The  record  shows  that  Richard  Hamilton  had  actually  resided  on 
the  land  nearly  five  years,  occupying  it  as  a  home  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other,  and  was  both  a  qualified  pre-emptor  and  homestea<ler,  having 
exhausted  neither  his  pre-emption  nor  homestead  right,  p^ud  the  laud 
had  not  been  surveyed  so  as  to  be  open  to  entry  or  filing  of  record. 

I  am,  tberefore,  of  the  opinion  that  Hamilt-on's  claim  excei>ted  the 
said  S  ^  of  the  N  W.  ^  from  the  grant  to  tlie  California  and  Oregon  Rail- 
road Company  as  well  as  that  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

As  to  the  remainder  of  said  land  involved  in  this  case,  namely,  the 
SW.  J  of  the  NE.  4  and  the  NW.  J  of  the  SB.  J  of  said  Sec.  33,  it  ap- 
pears,  that  it  also  was  embraced  within  the  limits  of  said  grants  to  both 
said  railroad  companies,  but  at  the  said  dat«s  when  their  rights  vested 
under  their  respective  grants,  was  covered  by  the  pre-emption  claim  of 
A.  Hamilton  and  was  therefore  excepted  from  the  operation  of  said 
grants.  This  does  not  seem  to  be  disputed  by  the  railroad  company. 
(Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Potter  et  al.,  11  L.  D.,  531.) 

All  said  lands  being,  according  to  the  views  above  expressed,  ex- 
cepted from  the  grants  to  both  said  railroad  companies,  it  follows,  that 
said  Richard  and  A.  Hamilton  having  respectively  abandoned  their 
claims  thereto,  tbey  became  public  land  subject  to  appropriation  by 
the  first  legal  applicant.  Talbert  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  U.  Co.,  2  L.  D., 
536 ;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  v.  Burt,  3  L.  D.,  490 ;  Holmes  v.  North- 
ern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  5  L.  D.,  33.3;  Roeschlaub  v.  Union  Pacific  Ry. 
Co.,  6  L.  D.,  750. 

While  such  was  the  status  of  said  lands,  December  3,  1885,  E.  D. 
Boss,  the  appellant,  filed  an  application  to  make  homestead  entry 
thereon,  together  with  an  affidavit  that  ''at  the  date  the  grant  to  the 
railroad  company  took  effect,  valid  pre-emption  claims''  (those  of  said 
Richard  and  A.  Hamilton)  ''had  attached  to  said  land."  A  hearing 
was  had,  on  which  the  facts  above  set  forth  as  to  the  claims  of  said 
Richard  and  A.  Hamilton  were  established  and  thereon  the  local  officers 
denied  the  application  of  Boss.  On  appeal,  your  office  held  that  said 
S.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  was  subject  to  the  grant  to  the  California  and  Orefron 
Railroad  Company  as  above  stated,  and  that  the  said  SW.  |  of  the  XK. 
J  and  the  NVV.  J  of  the  SB.  J,  were  excepted  from  the  grants  to  both 
said  companies,  and  subject  to  disposal  as  public  land.  From  this  de- 
cision Boss  now  appeals  to  this  Department. 

The  application  of  said  Boss  being  in  all  respects  in  conformity  to 
law  and  the  land  embraced  therein  being  subject  to  entry,  said  appli- 
cation should  be  allowed  and  1  so  direct. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  accordingly  so  modified. 
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PRACTICE— NOTICE  BY  REGISTERED  LETTER. 

John  P.  Drake. 

Notice  of  a  decision  by  mail,  whether  by  registered  or  unregistered  letter,  will  not 
bind  the  party  to  be  served  if  snob  notice  fails  to  reach  him ;  but  the  fallnre  to 
thus  receive  notice  can  not  be  set  np  by  one  whose  own  laches  has  prevented  aenr- 
ice  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

This  rule  is  specially  applicable  as  against  a  successful  contestant,  where  the  land  has 
been  entered  by  another  after  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days,  and  without 
notice  of  any  defect  in  the  service. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Decem- 
ber 11, 1890. 

This  is  an  application  filed  by  John  P.  Drake  for  an  order  directing 
your  office  to  certify  to  the  Department  the  record  in  the  matter  of  his 
application  to  enter  the  NB.  i  of  Sec.  34,  T.  17  S.,  B.  31  W.,  Wa-Keeney, 
Kansas,  as  snccessfal  contestant  of  the  timber-cnlture  entry  of  Virgil 
N.  Howe,  making  the  following  case. 

The  tract  for  which  he  applied  to  enter  was  embraced  in  the  timber- 
cultnre  entry  of  Yirgil  N.  Howe,  which  was  canceled  Angnst  25, 1887, 
upon  the  contest  of  the  applicant.  On  September  1, 1887,  the  local 
officers  at  Wa-Keeney,  Kansas,  sent  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  said 
entry  to  Drake,  by  registered  letter,  addressed  Dighton,  Kansas,  which 
not  being  called  for,  was  returned  to  the  land  office  at  Wa-Keeney.  He 
alleges  that  his  post  office  address  at  the  time  of  the  initiation  of  the 
contest  was  and  has  been  ever  since  at  Fellsburg,  Edward  county,  Kan- 
sas, and  the  first  knowledge  he  had  of  the  cancellation  of  the  entry 
was  by  letter  received  from  the  register,  dated  November  17, 1888,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  made  by  applicant,  and  on  December  18, 
thereafter,  he  made  formal  application  to  enter  the  land,  which  was 
rejected  because  of  the  entry  of  Samuel  S.  Kelly  for  said  land,  which 
had  been  allowed  November  12, 1887.  Notice  of  his  rejected  applica- 
tion was  mailed  to  him  December  18,  by  unregistered  letter,  but  which 
he  received,  and  on  January  26, 1889,  his  attorney  mailed  to  the  local 
office  an  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  which 
was  dismissed  by  your  office  on  January  9, 1890.  From  this  action  he 
appealed  in  due  time,  but  your  office  declined  to  transmit  said  appeal, 
for  the  reason  that  the  appeal  from  the  local  officers  rejecting  the  appli- 
cation was  not  filed  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules. 

With  said  application  is  filed  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  your  office  of 
January  9, 1890,  dismissing  the  appeal  of  Drake,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  your  office  of  August  6,  1890,  declining  to  transmit  his  appeal 
from  your  said  decision  of  January  9,  1890. 

By  reference  to  the  decision  of  your  office  dismissing  his  appeal,  it 
appears  that  in  his  affidavit  of  contest  he  gave  his  post  office  address  as 
'<  Dighton,  Lane  Oounty,  Kansas,'^  and  which  was  his  last  known  ad- 
dress at  the  local  land  office. 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  575 

la  his  application  he  states  that  his  address  at  the  date  of  the  initia- 
tion of  the  contest,  and  at  the  date  when  notice  was  mailed  to  Dighton, 
was  at  Fellsburg,  Edwards  county,  Kansas,  but  he  does  not  deny  that 
the  address  he  gave  the  local  officers  in  his  affidavit  of  contest  was 
Dighton,  Lane  county,  Kansas,  and  that  no  other  address  was  given  to 
them  by  him. 

Service  by  mail,  whether  by  a  registered  or  unregistered  letter,  will 
not  bind  the  party  to  be  served,  if  it  be  shown  that  such  service  failed 
to  reach  him,  but  if  by  his  own  laches  he  has  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  officials  charged  with  such  duty  to  serve  him  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules,  he  will  be  charged  with  such  notice  if  it  be  sent  in 
that  manner,  whether  he  received  it  or  not,  and  will  not  be  permitted  to 
plead  failure  of  notice  which  is  due  solely  to  his  own  laches.  Especially 
will  this  rule  be  enforced  where  the  land  has  been  entered  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  thirty  days  allowed  the  successful  contestant  to  enter 
without  notice  of  any  defect  of  service. 

The  application  is  denied. 


TIMBER  CUIjTURE  CONTEST— PRACTICE— EVIDENCE. 

HEARTLET  V.  BUBERSON. 

A  charge  that  an  entryman  "  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  "  in  a  statement  of  the 
contestant's  opinion,  and  not  of  any  fact  to  be  proved,  and  where  objection  is  made 
thereto  before  trial,  an  amendment  of  such  charge  should  be  required. 

A  citizen  may  contest  an  entry  regardless  of  his  own  right  to  enter  the  land. 

Motions  to  dismiss,  and  applications  to  take  depositions  on  interrogatories,  should  not 
be  died  with  an  officer  designated  to  take  testimony,  but  when  so  filed,  and  for- 
warded with  the  testimony  to  the  local  office,  should  be  considered  on  the  day  of 
hearing. 

Where  a  new  hearing  is  ordered  the  failure  of  a  witness  at  the  former  hearing  to  sign 
his  testimony  may  be  cured  by  his  signing  the  same,  after  due  examination  thereof, 
and  making  oath  thereto. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  11,  1890. 

I  have  examined  the  record  and  proceedings  in  the  case  of  George  C. 
Heartley  v,  James  B.  Ruberson,  on  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  your 
decision  of  April  10,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture 
entry  for  the  E.  J  SE.  J  and  E.  J  NB.  i  Sec.  12,  T.  6  R.  38  W.,  Oberlin, 
Kansas  land  district. 

On  April  20, 1880,  Ruberson  made  timber  culture  entry  for  said  land 
and  on  November  26,  1886,  Heartley  liled  affidavit  of  contest  against 
the  same  alleging  that  '*  James  B.  Ruberson  has  wholly  failed  to  comply 
with  law  as  to  timber  culture,  and  that  there  is  no  timber  growing  on 
said  land  at  the  present  time." 

Thereupon  the  entryman  was  served  personally  with  notice  of  aaid 
contest,  the  hearing  being  set  for  February  3, 1887,  and  L.  M.  Harwood 
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notary  public  of  Sheriuau  county,  Kansas,  was  appointed  to  take  testi- 
mony on  January  22,  1887,  at  his  office  in  Voltaire,  Kansas. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  taking  testimony,  the  parties  appeared  before 
the  notary  public,  and  the  attorney  for  contestee  filed  a  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  contest. 

The  notary  public  having  no  authority  to  pass  upon  the  motion,  sent 
it  with  the  papers  to  the  local  office.  The  contestant  introduced  his 
witnesses  and  at  the  close  of  his  testimony  the  coutestee  by  his  attor- 
ney filed  an  affidavit  substantially  in  compliance  with  rules  23  and  24 
of  Eules  of  Practice,  and  accompanied  it  with  interrogatories,  a  copy 
of  which  was  served  on  the  adverse  party,  as  appears  by  indorsement 
on  the  papers,  setting  forth  that  three  witnesses  whose  names  and  resi- 
dences were  given  were  material  to  him,  etc.,  and  that  they  would  not 
attend  before  the  notary  to  give  their  testimony ;  -a  fourth  was  named 
who  lived  more  than  fifty  miles  distant,  and  upon  this  showing  be 
asked  an  order  that  depositions  be  taken  in  the  case,  but  the  notary 
having  no  authority  to  make  an  order  in  the  case,  transmitted  the  ap- 
plication, with  the  testimony,  to  the  local  office.  The  contestee  was 
sworn  in  his  own  behalf,  and  some  other  witnesses,  and  the  taking  of 
depositions  closed  on  January  25,  1887. 

On  February  3,  the  day  set  for  hearing,  nothing  was  done  in  the  case, 
nor  was  any  action  taken  until  June  22,  following,  when  the  local  offi- 
cers passed  upon  the  case  and  recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation, 
from  which  the  entryman  appealed,  and  on  April  10,  1889,  your  office 
affirmed  said  decision  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation;  hethereapon 
appealed  to  this  Department. 

Appellant,  by  his  attorneys,  assigns  the  following  errors  which  are 
material : 

First.  The  register  and  reeiver  erred  in  overruling  the  motion  asking 
that  the  case  be  dismissed,  etc. 

Second.  In  deciding  the  case  in  the  absence  of  defendant's  evidence, 
when  he  had  applied  to  have  depositions  taken,  etc. 

Third.  That  the  record  shows  that  the  notary  omitted  ten  pages  of 
the  testimony  from  the  files. 

Fourth:  That  one  McUlusky  did  not  sign  his  testimony  after  it  was 
written  out. 

Other  assignments  are  made  which  in  my  view  of  the  case  are  not 
material. 

The  motion  to  dismiss  is  based  upon  two  grounds  :  First  that  the 
affidavit  does  not  allege  in  what  particular  defendant  had  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  timber  culture  law;  and  Second:  That  contestant  was 
plaintiff  in  another  contest  pending  before  the  United  States  land  of- 
fice. 

In  referring  to  this  motion,  your  office  letter  says  it  is  "  frivolous  and 
not  entitled  to  consideration,"  yet  the  first  ground  of  the  motion  was 
well  taken. 
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The  charge  that  an  entryniau  **  has  failed  to  comply  with  law,''  iu 
sitnply  a  statement  of  the  contestant's  opinion,  and  does  not  state  any 
fact  to  be  proven,  and  where  objection  is  made  before  trial  the  contest 
affidavit  should  be  amended. 

The  second  ground  of  the  motion  was  not  well  taken  because  a  citizen 
may  contest  an  entry  regardless  of  his  own  right  to  make  entry  for  the 
laud. 

The  local  officers  should  have  sustained  the  motion,  unless  an  amend 
ment  had  been  made  to  the  affidavit,  but  nothing  appears  of  record  to 
8how  that  it  was  ever  considered  by  the  local  officers,  although  trans- 
mitted to  them  by  the  notary  with  the  testimony. 

Each  of  these  papers,  the  motion  and  application  was  improperly 
filed  with  the  notary  who  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  case,  but  only  a 
clerical  duty  to  perform ;  but  when  forwarded  to  the  local  office  they 
should  have  been  considered  on  the  day  of  hearing,  and  while  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  the  motion  was  ever  "called  up''  for  hearing,  the 
attorney  states  that  the  application  to  take  depositions  was  ''called  up  " 
anil  that  "on  two  different  occasions  he  was  informed  that  the  order 
would  be  issued  as  soon  as  the  office  could  find  time  to  do  it,  and  he 
supposed  the  order  had  been  issued  and  the  depositions  taken  and  on 
file  in  the  case." 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  application  was 
ever  considerd  by  the  local  officers;  certain  it  is,  they  issued  no  order 
to  take  the  depositions  as  the^^  should  have  done,  and  it  is  quite  appar- 
-ent  that  they  misled  the  entryman  and  his  attorney  in  regard  to  the 
matter. 

I  have  examined  the  testimony  on  file  and  am  satisfied  by  inspection 
of  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  frnm  whose  testimony  the  ten  pages 
appear  to  have  been  omitted,  that  the  mistake  is  a  mere  clerical  error 
in  numbering  the  pages,  and  that  none  were  omitted. 

In  the  matter  of  McClusky's  testimony,  which  he  neglected  to  sign, 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  statute  provides  that  the  deposition  shall 
be  subscribed  by  the  deponent. 

I  have  not  considered  the  case  upon  the  testimony  transmitted  with 
the  papers.  I  feel  that  justice  and  good  practice  require  that  the  find- 
ing and  judgment  of  your  office  should  be  set  aside,  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  reversed  and  the  case  returned  for  a  full  and  fair  hearing. 

The  case  will  therefore  be  returned  to  the  local  office,  and  notice  will 
be  given  the  parties  of  the  action  of  the  Department.  A  day  will  be 
set  for  hearing,  and  upon  the  contestant  amending  his  affidavit  as 
lierein  indicated,  setting  forth  the  facts  as  of  the  date  of  his  original 
charge,  the  contestee  will  be  permitted  to  take  depositions  under  the 
rules  of  practice,  and  the  case  will  be  re-adjudicated  in  accordance  wiih 
law  and  departmental  regulations.  The  testimony  being  regularly 
taken  except  the  McClusky  unsigned  testimony,  will  be  considered  as 
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OD  file,  and  the  testimony  of  McClasky  may  be  cured,  if  upon  reading 
it  or  having  it  read  to,  him  he  is  willing  to  say  upon  his  oath  that  it  is^ 
his  testimony  and  he  shall  then  sign  it. 


NATURALIZATION— FINAL  PROOF— EQUITABLE  ADJUDICATION. 

John  B.  Burns. 

Naturalization  of  the  father  daring  the  minority  of  the  son  inures  to  the  benefit  of 
the  latter  and  makes  him  a  citizen. 

In  the  absence  of  protest,  6nal  proof  taken  at  the  time  and  place  designated,  bnt  not 
before  the  officer  named  in  the  notice,  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of  equitable- 
adjndication. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Ojgiee^  December  11, 1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  B.  Burns  from  your  office  de- 
cision dated  July  26th,  1888,  rejecting  his  pre-emption  proof  for  the  SB. 
i  of  Sec.  15,  T.  114  N.,  R.  65  W.,  Huron,  Dakota. 

The  record  shows  that  about  May  20,  1883,  he  settled  upon  said  tract 
and  built  a  frame  house  thereon  eight  by  ten  feet,  with  board  roof,floorr 
door  and  window,  and  broke  about  six  acres,  backset  a  part  of  it,  and 
raised  three  acres  of  corn,  one  acre  of  potatoes  and  made  hay  on  about 
nine^acres. 

About  July  15,  1883,  while  he  was  absent  from  his  claim  for  a  few 
days  his  house  and  all  his  furniture  were  stolen  and  taken  away. 

He  then  built  a  sod  house  eight  by  nine  feet  inside,  in  which  he  con- 
tinuously lived  until  February  16, 1884,  the  date  of  entry.  He  was 
born  in  Ireland  but  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  father,  when^ 
quite  young. 

His  father,  James  Burns,  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  by 
naturalization  at  a  time  when  claimant  was  a  minor  living  in  the  United 
States. 

Applicant  published  notice  that  on  February  5th,  1884,  be  would 
make  final  proof  before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  at  Old  Ashton, 
D.  T.,  and  that  to  prove  his  continuous  residence  upon  and  cultivation  of 
said  land  he  would,  the  same  day  before  D.  N.  Hunt,  a  notary  public  in 
and  for  Spink  county,  D.  T.,  at  Redfield,  examine  James  Gage,  George 
Beaty,  Duncan  McMillan  of  Bedfield.  and  Edward  Hyde  of  Altoona, 
D.  T. 

February  5th,  D.  N.  Hunt  was  absent  from  the  county  and  the  testi- 
mony was  taken  at  the  time  and  place  published,  but  before  Z.  W^ 
Craig,  notary  public. 

The  proof  was  accepted  by  the  local  office  as  sufficient. 

Your  office  decision  of  July  26, 1888,  rejected  said  proof  and  allowed 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS,  579 

eDtryman  ninety  days  within  which  to  furnish  new  proof.    From  this 
order  he  appeals  to  this  department  and  assigns  errors. 

1st,  In  rejecting  the  proof  because  of  meagre  improvements,  short 
periods  of  residence  and  small  area  broken  and  cultivated. 

2d,  Decision  is  against  the  law  and  evidence. 

From  an  examination  of  the  questions  involved  I  tbiuk  that  claim- 
ant's proof  of  the  citizenship  of  his  father,  by  naturalization,  during 
claimant's  minority,  is  sufficient  proof  of  his  naturalization,  and  that 
he  was  a  qualified  person  to  make  entry  under  the  law.  See  James  H. 
Robertson  et  al.  (9  L.  D.,  297) ;  Bartl  v.  West  (8  L.  D.,  289). 

It  is  shown  by  the  testimony  that  his  means  are  limited  yet  he  built 
a  house  of  lumber  t)n  this  tra<jt,  and  when  it  was  removed  by  a  tres- 
passer during  his  temporary  absence,  he  at  once  erected  a  soil  house. 
It  is  true  that  the  improvements  upon  the  land  are  not  extensive.  It 
is  also  true  that  the  claimant  is  a  man  of  limited  means.  He  persis- 
tently combatted  with  adverse  circumstances,  which,  with  his  continu- 
ous residence  for  nearly  eight  months,  before  offering  proof,  is,  it  seems 
to  me,  evidence  of  good  faith. 

The  final  proof  was  taken  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  no- 
tice of  the  offering  of  final  proof  but  not  before  the  officer  named  in  the 
notice.  Upon  the  day  set  for  taking  the  same,  no  one  appeared  to  ob- 
ject to  his  evidence,  and  in  my  judgment,  it  should  stand.  The  proof 
not  having  been  taken  before  the  officer  named  in  the  notice,  the  case 
will  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication.  Eden  Mer- 
ryman  (8  L.  D.,  406). 

I  therefore,  direct  its  reference  to  that  tribunal  for  its  action. 

Your  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


PBOCBBDINGS  ON  THE  REPORT  OP  SPECIAL.  AGENT. 

United  States  v.  Sawbridge. 

In  proceediDgs  against  an  entry  by  the  government  where  the  proof  leaves  it  doubt- 
ful whether  the  claimant  in  good  faith  complied  with  the  law,  his  refusal  to  tes- 
tify justifies  an  adverse  conclusion. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  11, 1890. 

John  Sawbridge  made  pre-emption  cash  entry  of  the  SW.  \  of  the 
NW.  1  of  Sec.  9,  the  S.  J  of  the  iTE.  \  and  the  SB.  J  of  the  NW.  \  of 
Sec.  8,  T.  61  K.,  R.  51  W.,  Duluth,  Minnesota,  November  5,  1885.  Uis 
entry  was  held  for  cancellation  upon  the  report  of  a  special  agent,  April 
8,  1886,  and  a  hearing  was  had  thereon. 

At  said  hearing  Special  Agent  Nafi*  was  the  only  witness  cxainined 
for  the  government.     He  testified  that  he  examined  the  land  in  August, 
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1887,  and  fouiid  an  unoccujned  log  house,  which  bore  evidence  ot  hav- 
ing once  been  occupied.  There  were  about  four  and  a  half  acres  of 
land  broken  that  had  been  cultivated,  two  of  which  appeared  to 
have  been  cultivated  in  188G.  About  thirtv  acres  of  timber  had  beeu 
cut  and  removed  from  the  land,  and  the  land  was  rough,  rocky  and 
contained  a  number  of  holes  as  if  it  had  beeu  prospected  for  ore.  There 
was  no  well  or  fence  on  the  premises. 

The  only  witness  offered  by  claimant  was  Patrick  Roche,  who  testi- 
fied that  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  laud  ;  that  they  cut  the  trees  from 
twelve  or  fifteen  acres,  and  burnt  the  brush  off  six  or  seven  acres,  which 
they  sowed  to  timothy;  that  he  lielped  to  clear  the  two  acres  near  the 
house,  and  planted  it  in  potatoes.  As  to  residence,  he  testifies  that  he 
first  saw  Sawbridge  on  the  land  in  February,  1885,  and  last  saw  him 
there  in  October,  1885,  and  saw  Sawbridge  and  his  family  living  on  the 
land  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  October  and  November.  Dur- 
ing this  time  Sawbridge  was  carrying  on  business  in  Tower,  a  few  miles 
from  the  claim. 

The  claimant  also  offered  in  evidence  the  S))ecial  agent's  report,  and  he 
was  then  called  upon  by  the  government  to  testify,  but  declined  to  testify, 
either  for  the  government  or  in  his  own  behalf.  The  counsel  for  the  gov- 
ernment in  offering  him  as  a  witness  stated  that  he  expected  to  prove  by 
him  that  he  did  not  establish  an  actual  residence  on  the  premises  on  Jan 
uary  10,  1885,  or  at  any  time  prior  to  making  final  proof,  and  that  be- 
fore making  final  proof  he  had  not  used  the  laud  for  a  home,  or  for  cul- 
tivation, and  at  the  time  of  his  entry  he  was  a  resident  of  and  ^ngaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  the  village  of  Tower,  and  has  been  ever 
since  a  resident  of  that  place. 

The  local  officers  found  from  the  testimony  that  he  had  not  complied 
with  the  law,  and  your  office  affirmed  that  decision,  from  which  the 
claimant  appealed,  alleging  the  following  grounds  of  error: 

First.  The  honorable  Commissioner  erred  in  concurring  with  the  honorable  regLster 
and  receiver  in  their  conclusions. 
Second.  The  honorable  Commissioner  erred  iu  holding  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

This  appeal  might  be  dismissed,  for  the  reason  that  no  specific  error 
is  alleged,  but  from  the  record  before  me  I  find  no  error  in  the  decision. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  claimant  occupied  the  premises  from  the 
time  covered  by  his  entry,  but  it  was  at  lea>t  questionable  from  the 
testimony  submitte«l,  whether  that  occupancy  was  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  tract  for  a  home,  and  when  he  declined  to  be  sworn  to  testify 
upon  the  question  as  to  whether  he  actually  made  a  home  upoo  the 
tract,  after  it  had  been  charged  that  his  home  was  elsewhere,  instead 
of  removing  the  doubt,  he  solved  it  against  himself.  It  is  true,  that  if 
the  t;estimony  showed  conclusively  that  he  had  complied  with  the  law, 
the  fact  that  he  declined  to  testify  would  not  affect  the  case.  But  there 
was  a  grave  doubt  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  his  residence,  and  no  one 
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better  than  himself  could  have  settled  this  question.  His  refusal  to  do 
so  justified  the  holding  of  the  local  office  and  of  your  office,  that  the 
entry  was  made  for  speculative  and  fraudulent  purposes, and  it  is  hereby 
affirmed. 


PROCEEDINGS  ON  FINAL.  PROOF— MORTGAGEE. 

William  Spriggs. 

A  mortorap^ee  may  cure  a  defect  in  tinal  proof,  cansed  by  the  siibstitution  of  a  wit- 
ness, by  due  advertisement  of  the  uamesof  the  witnesses  who  testified,  and  such 
proof  may  then  be  accepted  in  the  ai)sence  of  protest. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  10,  1890. 

OnDecemberS,  1884,  William  Spriggs  filed  his  declaratory  statement 
for  the  E.  h  of  the  SE.  \  of  Sec.  32,  T.  114  N.,  R.  80  W.,  Huron,  Dakota, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  the  4th  of  that  month.  He  made  final  proof 
thereon  June  4,  1885,  payment  was  accepted  and  final  certificate  duly 
issued. 

On  May  31,  18S8,  you  required  claimant  to  make  new  advertisement 
and  new  proof,  because  the  improvements  '*  are  insufficient  to  show  the 
good  faith  of  the  preemptor;"  also  because  one  of  the  witnesses  who 
testified  in  the  final  proof  was  not  mentioned  in  the  published  uotice- 
Xotice  of  this  requirement  was  sent  to  claimaint  by  registered  letter  at 
Okobojo,  Dakota  Territory,  and  was  returned  unclaimed.  The  same 
was  again  sent  to  him  at  Pierre,  D.  T.,  and  again  returned  unclaimed. 
Diligent  inquiry  failed  to  disclose  his  whereabouts,  and  on  June  29, 
1889,  the  Western  Loan  and  Trust  Company  appealed  from  your  snid 
office  decision.  It  appears  that  said  company  took  a  mortgage  on  the 
land  for  a  loan  of  money  after  the  issuance  of  the  final  certificate. 

This  appeal  presents  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  claimant's  im- 
provements, as  shown  by  the  final  proof. 

There  were  no  improvements  on  the  land  at  date  of  filing.  Claimant 
built  a  house,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  broke  three  acres  of  land,  and  culti- 
vated the  same  to  corn  and  potatoes.  The  improvements  are  valued  at 
$75.  His  residence  was  continuous,  at  least  from  December  4,  1884, 
until  June  4, 1885,  and  his  house  was  necessarily  acomfortable  one  for  his 
existence  in  the  same  during  the  winter  months  in  Dakota.  In  tiie ab- 
sence of  any  showing  as  to  claimant's  ability  to  place  greater  im[>rove- 
ments  on  the  land  than  those  herein  described,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
holding  his  cash  entry  for  cancellation. 

Two  witnesses  testified  in  the  final  proof — one  of  them  was  not  adver- 
tised. 

Under  Rule  4,  of  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  passing  on  final  proofs 
(9  L.  D.,  123),  the  compi*ny  will  be  requiretl  to  nuke  new  advertisement 
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of  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  do  testify,  and,  if  no  protest  or  ob- 
jection is  then  filed,  the  proof  theretofore  bubmitted  may  be  accepted. 
Allow  sixty  days  from  notice  of  this  decision  for  compliance  with  this 
order. 
Your  said  office  decision  is  modified. 


UAILllOAD  GRAXT— M AP  OF  DEFINITE  LOCATION. 

Morgan  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  K.  Co. 

The  grant  of  March  3,  1871,  not  only  contemplates  a  preliminary  designation  of  the 
general  route,  bat  also  a  map  of  detiuite  location,  and  by  such  map  the  primary 
limits  of  the  grant  are  determined. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Decem- 
ber 12,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  William  C.  Morgan  from  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  of  January  2,  1889,  rejecting  hiB  application  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  the  E  J  of  the  NW  J  and  W  ^  of  the  2^E  i  of 
Sec.  9,  T.  6  S.,  R.  2  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Morgan's  application  to  make  entry  of  this  land  bears  date  November 
20,  1888,  and  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  ^^  as  being  in  conflict 
with  the  grant  to  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  March  3,  1871" 
(16  Stats.,  579). 

On  appeal,  your  office  affirmed  their  decision,  and  Morgan  now  ap- 
peals to  this  Department,  alleging  the  following  errors:  1.  In  refusing 
to  allow  said  entry;  2.  In  rejecting  said  application,  and  3.  In  holding 
that  said  land  was  reserved  by  reason  of  the  application  of  the  South- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  select  said  land  as  a  part  of  its  pri- 
mary grant,  when  it  appears  that  the  land  is  outside  of  the  primary 
limits. 

The  map  of  designated  route  was  filed  in  your  office  April  3,  1871,  in 
accordance  with  which  lands  were  withdrawn  by  letter  of  April  21, 
1871,  which  was  received  at  the  local  office  on  the  10th  of  the  following 
May. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1876,  a  duly  certified  map  was  filed  in  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  showing  the  definite  location  and  construction  of  that 
part  of  the  road  opposite  the  land  in  contest,  and  the  lands  were  again 
withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  said  grant.  According  to  the  first  map, 
this  land  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant;  but,  according  to 
the  second  map,  it  is  within  the  granted  limits.  Both  maps  show  it  to 
be  either  within  the  primary  or  the  indemnity  limits,  and  it  was  "selected 
by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  May  25,  1883,  per  list   11.'' 

Morgan  was  advised  that  the  said  land  was  within  this  list  and 
claimed  by  the  railroad  company  at  the  time  he  made  his  application 
for  a  homestead  entry  of  the  same  tract.    His  application  was  rejected 
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on  the  gronnd  of  the  railroad  company's  claim.  Bat  he  contends, 
through  counsel,  that  the  map  of  deftuite  location  filed  Jaly  24, 1876, 
is  of  no  validity,  and  that  the  land  he  claims  is  not  within  the  primary 
limits  of  the  grant. 

The  supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  Buttz  v.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  (119  TJ.  S.,  55-71),  says,  in  effect,  that  the  granting  act  not 
only  contemplates  a  preliminary  designation  of  the  general  route  of  the 
road,  and  the  exclusion  from  sale,  entry  or  pre-emption  of  the  adjoining 
odd  sections  within  forty  miles  on  each  side  until  the  definite  location 
is  made,  but  it  contemplates  the  filing  by  the  company  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  a  map  showing  the 
definite  location  of  tlie  line  of  its  road,  and  limits  the  grant  to  such 
alternate  odd  sections  as  have  not  at  that  time  been  reserved,  sold, 
granted,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  and  are  free  from  pre-emption, 
grant  or  other  claims  or  rights. 

The  grants  to  the  Northern  Piicific  and  Southern  Pacific  are  almost 
identical.  Under  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  above, 
the  map  of  July  24,  1876,  showing  the  definite  location  of  the  line  on 
which  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  opposite  the  land  in  contest  was 
-constructed,  is  fully  authorized,  and  according  to  this  map  the  land  is 
within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  said  company. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed. 


MOTION  FOB  REVIEW. 

Henry  W.  Lord. 


Motion  for  review  of  the  departmental  decision  rendered  July  7,  1890, 
11  L.  D.,  18,  in  the  case  above  entitled  denied  by  Secretary  Noble,  De- 
<5ember  12,  1890.. 


RAILIIOAD  GRANT— HOMESTEAD  CLAIMS. 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Sales. 

iLaDd  under  cnltivatioD  by  a  qualified  homesteader  at  date  of  definite  location  is  ex- 
cepted from  the  grant  to  this  company  even  though  the  claimant  did  not  at  such 
time  reside  on  the  land. 

J3ecf9tary  yohle  to  the  Commisswyier  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  December 

12,  1890. 

This  appeal  involves  the  right  to  the  NE.  ^  of  the  SW.  J,  the  SE.  J  of 
the  NW.  J,  the  SW.  J  of  the  NB.  J  and  the  N  W.  J  of  the  SE.  i.  Sec.  23, 
T.  2  S.,  R.  4  E.,  Bozeman,  Montana,  lying  within  the  primary  limits  of 
the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

At  the  date  of  withdrawal,  February  21,  1872,  the  tract  was  covered 
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by  the  homestead  entry  of  James  Hildebrand,  which  was  canceled 
December  11, 1879. 

The  line  of  the  road  opposite  the  tract  in  question  was  definitely  lo- 
cated July  6, 1882. 

On  January  12,  1886,  Charles  A.  Sales  applied  to  make  homestead 
entry  for  said  tract,  alleging  that  it  had  been  continuously  occupied  and 
claimed  by  a  qualified  settler  from  1871  to  the  date  of  his  application^ 
which  was  rejected  by  the  local  office,  for  the  reason  that  the  tract  was 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  road,  and  had  been  listed  by  the 
road  June  27,  1885,  as  part  of  its  grant.  From  this  action  Sales  ap- 
pealed, and  your  office,  holding  that  the  entry  of  Hildebraud  iiaving 
excepted  the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal,  ordered  a 
hearing  to  ascertain  the  status  of  the  tract  July  6,  1882,  the  datt*  of 
definite  location.  Upon  the  testimony  taken  on  this  hearing  the  local 
officers  fouud  in  favor  of  the  applicant,  which  was  affirmed  by  your 
office,  and  from  said  decision  the  railroad  company  appealed,  alleging 
the  following  grounds  of  error: — 

1.  Error  to  find  that  John  Nye  bad  such  a  claim  to  the  land  at  date  of  definite  lo- 
cation of  the  road  as  excepted  it  from  the  grant. 

2.  Error  in  awarding  the  land  to  Sales  and  in  not  awarding  it  to  the  company. 

The  testimony  shows  that  at  the  date  of  definite  location  the  tract 
was  being  cultivated  by  John  Nye,  who  was  qualified  to  make  home- 
stead entry,  and,  although  he  did  not  reside  on  the  land,  he  had  then 
such  a  claim  to  it  as  would  except  it  from  the  operation  of  the  grants 
Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Potter  et  aL^  11  L.  D.,  531. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


KAILBOAB  GRANT— OCCUPANCY  CLAIM. 

NoETHEEN  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Beck. 

Occupancy  of  a  tract  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  prior  to,  and  at  date  of  defiaite 
location,  hy  a  person  qualified  to  enter  it  under  the  settlement  laws  excepts  the 
tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  hut  such  qualification  must  affirmatively 
appear,  as  teell  as  occupancy  at  the  date  when  the  grant  attached. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Coynrnissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

12,  1890. 

This  appeal  involves  the  right  to  the  NE.  ^  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  15^ 
T.  1  S.,  R.  5  E.,  Bozeman,  Montana,  which  lies  within  the  primary  limits 
of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as  shown  by 
map  of  general  route  filed  February  21,  1872,  and  as  definitely  located 
July  6,  1882. 

Herman  Kohle  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract  August  10^ 
1871,  alleging  settlement  August  7,  and  was  in  possession  of  said  tract 
at  the  date  of  filing  of  map  of  general  route,  which  excepted  said  land 
from  the  operation  of  the  withdrawal. 
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John  B.  Beck  uiade  timber  culture  entry  of  said  tract  March  15, 1883,. 
and  filed  with  his  application  the  affidavit  of  John  Yolkers,  alleging 
that  the  land  was  settled  upon  and  claimed  by  Kohle  prior  to  and  at 
date  of  filing  of  map  of  general  route,  and  that  Beck  had  been  in  pos- 
session of  said  land  since  1875,  and  was  then  in  possession  of  it. 

Your  office,  on  July  23,  1889,  held  that  the  timber  culture  entry  of 
Beck  should  remain  intact,  subject  to  appeal  by  the  railroad  company. 
From  this  decision  the  company  appealed,  alleging  the  following 
grounds  of  error : 

I.  Error  to  rule  that  Beck's  timber  cnltnre  entry  should  remain  intact  because  h& 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  land  since  1875. 

II.  Error  to  have  found  that  Beck  was  so  in  possession  in  the  ex-parte  statement  of 
Volker. 

IIL  Error  not  to  have  ruled  that  mere  occupancy  of  the  land  does  not,  of  itself, 
except  the  tract  from  the  {^rant.  Starkey  v.  Buruham,  21  Pac.  Rept.,  624  ;  Buxton  v. 
Traver,  130  U.  S.,  412. 

IV.  If  mere  occupancy  does  so  except,  then  it  was  error  to  decide  the  case  on  ex- 
part-e  evidence  and  not  to  have  accorded  the  company  a  hearing  in  the  case. 

Although  the  tract  was  excepted  from  the  withdrawal,  it  was  error 
to  have  allowed  the  entry  of  Beck  after  the  definite  location  of  the  road 
upon  a  mere  affidavit  that  it  was  occupied  by  him,  but  a  hearing  should 
have  been  ordered  to  determine  the  truth  of  the  allegations,  and  the 
company  should  have  been  cited  to  appear  to  show  cause  why  the  entry 
should  not  be  allowed,  especially  since  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
record  before  me  whether  Beck  was  qualified  to  enter  the  tract  under 
the  settlement  laws. 

Occupancy  of  a  tract  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  prior  lo  and  at 
date  of  definite  location  by  a  person  qualified  to  enter  it  under  the  set- 
tlement laws  excepts  the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant,  but  such 
qualifications  must  affirmatively  appear,  as  well  as  occupancy  at  date^ 
when  the  right  under  the  grant  attached. 

You  will  therefore  order  a  hearing,  of  which  all  parties  will  be  noti- 
fied. 


PRE-EMPTION  PUOOr— CUI/nVATION. 

Fred  Nickerson. 

Proof  of  hreaking,  and  the  use  of  the  land  for  grazing  purposes,  is  satisfactory  proof 
of  cultivation  where  it  is  shown  that  the  laud  is  suitable  only  for  pasturage. 

First  Assuttant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  12,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Fred  Nickerson  from  your  office  de- 
cision of  June  26,  1889,  holding  for  cancellation  his  preemption  cash 
entry  for  the  S  W.  \  of  Sec.  24,  T.  3  3.,  R.  29  W.,  Oberlin,  Kansas. 

He  filed  his  declaratory  statement  March  1,1884,  alleging  settlement 
February  1,  of  that  year.     He  made  his  final  proof  before  the  register 
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and  receiver  November  2J,  1884, and  on  the  same  day  paid  for  the  land 
and  obtained  the  final  certificate. 

On  May  26,  1887,  your  office  directed  that  claimant  be  notified  to 
furnish  an  afiidavit,  duly  corroborated,  showing  "  whether  he  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  tract  after  making  final  proof  and  payment,  and  the 
•extent  of  the  improvements  and  cultivation  made  after  that  date.'^ 

In  your  said  office  de<>ision,  holding  said  entry  for  cancellation,  I  find 
the  following  statement  : 

"  February  20,  1889,  you  transmit  evidence  of  service  of  notice,  and 
report  no  action." 

On  examination  of  the  letter,  from  which  the  above  quotation  is 
made,  I  find  you  are  in  error.  The  register  in  his  letter  of  February 
iiO,  1889,  advised  your  office  that  a  registered  letter,  containing  notice 
of  your  requirement  of  May  26,  1887  (above  set  out),  was  sent  to  claim- 
ant at  the  post-office  nearest  the  land,  ^'  but  the  letter  was  returned  un- 
•claimed."  In  addition  to  this,  claimant  testifies  that  he  never  received 
«uch  notice. 

Accompanying  the  appeal  is  an  affidavit  of  claimant,  duly  corrobo- 
rated, stating  that  the  land  in  question  is  fit  only  for  grazing,  and  that 
he  had  used  it  solely  for  that  purpose.  In  the  final  proof  claimant 
swears  that  he  used  the  land  "  principally  for  grazing  about  one  thou- 
sand head  of  sheep." 

The  improvements  are  shown  to  consist  of  a  house,  twelve  by  four- 
teen feet,  stable,  a  well  of  good  water,  and  five  acres  broken.  The  im- 
provements are  variously  estimated  at  $25,  $30,  $50,  and  $75. 

Since  the  land  is  shown  to  be  suitable  only  for  grazing  purposes,  and 
was  so  used  by  claimant  in  raising  sheep  which  is  an  agricultural  pur- 
suit, further  evidence  of  cultivation  is  not  required.  Mary  A.  Taylor, 
7  L.  D.,  200.  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  his  improvements  are 
sufficient,  as  shown  by  the  proof  and  supplemental  affidavits. 

But  there  is  filed  in  thiscaseanaffidavit,  duly  corroborated,  by  Daniel 
H.  Smith,  sworn  to  before  the  register,  on  November  2, 1889,  stating 
that  affiant  knew  the  present  condition  of  the  land,  and  that  claimant 
**  made  fraudulent  proof  upon  the  land  in  this,  that  he  never  resided 
upon  said  land  the  six  months  prior  to  making  proof  thereon,  nor  at 
any  other  time ;  that  he  did  not  have  to  exceed  three  and  three-quarters 
acres  broken  and  cultivated  upon  said  tract  at  the  time  of  making 
said  proof,  viz:  November  21,  1884,  nor  did  he  have  a  habitable  house 

thereon  at  any  time and  he  has  made  no  improvements 

thereon  since  date  of  proof."  He  asks  for  a  hearing  to  enable  him  to 
prove  the  above  charge. 

The  question  of  the  entryman's  residence  is  raised  for  the  first  time 
by  this  affidavit,  and  since  the  case  instituted  by  the  government  against 
the  entry  has  failed,  and  the  allegations  in  the  affidavit  attacks  directly 
the  good  taith  of  the  entryman  in  a  matter  not  hitherto  raised  by  the 
government,  I  direct  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  on  the  matters  alleged 
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iQ  said  affidavit,  and  that  all  parties  be  duly  notified  of  the  time  aud 
place  of  such  hearing.     United  States  r.  Scott  lihea,  8  L.  ]).,  578. 
Yoar  said  office  decision  is  modiiied. 


HOMESTEA.D— ACT  OF  JUXE  15.  1880~PERSOXAL  AFFIDAVIT. 

Macfabland  v.  Elliott. 

A  cash  eutry  under  scctiou  2^  act  of  June  15,  1880,  allowed  on  the  affidavit  of  the 
entryniao's  attorney,  will  not  be  disturbed,  where  after  transfer  of  the  land,  the 
entryiuan  refuses  to  make  the  affidavit  required  by  the  reG^iilations. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  12,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  J.  D.  Macfarland.  transferee,  from 
your  decision  requiring  Ezra  Elliott  to  malte  a  personal  affidavit  in 
support  of  his  cash  entry  for  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  5,  T.  4  S.,  K.  24  W.,  Kir- 
win,  Kansas. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  as  follows: — 

Elliott  made  homestead  eutry  for  said  tract  June  2,  1879. 

On  May  15,  1884,  he  executed  a  power  of  attorney  appointing  J.  L. 
Miller  his  attorney  in  fact,  and  in  his  name  and  to  his  use,  to  deed  and 
-convey  the  land  above  described,  and  giving  him  full  power  to  do  any 
thing  necessary  to  be  done  in  order  to  obtain  a  title  to  said  land  under 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  21  Stat.,  237. 

On  June  4,  1884,  Miller  made  affidavit  in  which  he  stated  that  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  facts  concerning  the  homestead  entry  of 
Elliott,  that  he  was  qualified  to  make  the  same,  and  had  never  trans- 
ferred the  laud,  and  that  he  made  application  for  the  same  under  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15, 1880.  The  cash  entry  was  allowed 
by  the  local  officers  on  the  affidavit  and  final  certificate  issued  June  5, 
1884. 

Said  entry  was  suspended  by  your  office  on  April  18, 1885,  and  Elliott 
was  called  upon  to  make  a  personal  affidavit  in  support  of  the  same. 
In  response  to  your  letter  of  February  7,  1889,  allowing  him  sixty  days 
in  which  to  furnish  said  affidavit,  he,  by  written  statement  before  the 
register  on  May  8,  1889,  refused  to  furnish  the  same. 

The  record  shows  that  Elliott  on  June  6, 1884,  by  deed  executed  by 
his  attorney  James  L.  Miller,  transferred  said  land  to  Wm.  E.  Crutcher; 
and  Crutcher,  on  July  7,  1884,  transferred  the  same  to  Frank  L.  Shel- 
don, who,  on  November  12,  1885,  transferred  it  to  J.  D.  Macfarland, 
who  makes  affidavit  that  he  paid  the  sum  of  $025,  for  the  land  and 
purchased  the  same  in  good  faith,  without  an^^  knowledge,  direct  or 
indirect,  of  any  fraud,  irregularity  or  omission  on  the  part  of  the  entry- 
man  or  his  agent,  and  without  any  knowledge  that  the  entry  had  been 
suspended  by  your  office. 
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In  various  letters  written  by  Elliott,  he  alleges  that  he  was  induced 
to  execute  the  power  of  attorney  to  Miller  by  false  representations  by 
one  Loomis,  who  assured  him  that  he  had  no  right  t^  the  land  as  he 
had  abandoned  it  for  so  long  a  time,  and  that  he  would  give  him  $50 
for  the  power  of  attorney.  This  offer  appears  to  have  been  accepted 
by  Elliott  who  does%iot  assert  that  the  statements  made  by  Miller  in 
support  of  the  cash  entry  were  false. 

In  the  case  of  George  T.  Jones  (9  L.  D.,  97),  it  was  held  that  "a  cash 
entry  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  allowed  on  the  affidavit  of  the* 
entry  man's  attorney,  will  not  be  disturbed,  where,  after  transfer  of  the 
land,  the  entryman  refuses  to  make  the  personal  affidavit  required  by  the 
regulations."  In  said  case  it  was  stated  that  ''Such  cases  as  those  of 
Falconer  y.  Hunt  (6  L.  D.,  512);  Addison  W.  Bastie  (8  L.  D.,  618),  and 
Daniel  R.  Mcintosh  (8  L.  D.,  641),  show  it  to  be  an  already  established 
rule,  that  the  seller  of  a  final  certificate  will  not  be  allowed  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  an  irregularity  in  his  proof,  to  ignore  rights  which  he  him- 
self has  conferred,  and  dispose  again  of  property  already  once  assigned." 

The  case  at  bar  comes  under  these  rules.  Your  decision  is,  there- 
fore, reversed. 

RAILROAD  LAXDS— ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1887. 

Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

The  act  of  March  3,  IS67,  is  mandatory  in  character,  and  caHs  for  jndicial  proceed- 
ings for  the  recovery  of  title,  where  the  record  shows  that  land  has  been  pat- 
ented to  a  railroad  that  was  in  fact  excepted  from  the  grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

12,  1890. 

Bj'  your  office  letter,  dated  June  24  last,  were  transmitted  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  action  taken  by  your  office  looking  to  the  insti- 
tution of  proceedings  under  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 
1887  (24  Stat.,  656),  to  set  aside  the  patent  issued  to  the  Central  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company,  on  June  23.  1883,  for  N.  ^  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec. 
15,  T.  12  N.,  R.  8  B.,  M.  D.  M.,  California. 

It  appears  that  the  Department,  on  September  17,  1888  (Lands  and 
Railroads,  vol.  83,  p.  132),  in  the  case  of  Jefferson  T.  Thatcher  t».  Ben- 
jamin Bernhard,  involving  the  S  W.  \  of  the  S  W.  \  of  said  section,  found 
that  the  laud  was  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  by  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1862  (12  Stat.,  489) ;  that  on  May  28, 
1883,  said  Bernhard  offered  to  file  his  pre  emption  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  N.  J  of  the  S W.  \  and  the  SW.  \  of  the  S W.  J  of  said  sec- 
tion 15;  that  at  the  same  time  he  filed  affidavits,  alleging  that  said 
tracts  were  settled  upon  and  improved  "  at  the  date  of  the  grant  to  the 
railroad  company  ;  "  that  a  hearing  was  duly  had,  and  upon  the  evi- 
dence submitted  the  local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  Bernhard,  from 
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whose  decision  the  company  did  not  appeal ;  that  the  company  selected 
said  N.  i  of  the  SW.  |,  on  July  26,  1882,  upon  wliich  patent  issued  on 
June  1:^3,  1883;  that  your  office,  upon  consideration  of  Bernhard's  said 
application,  allowed  him  to  file  for  said  SW.  |  of  the  SW.  |  of  said  sec- 
tion, but  held  that  •'  the  record  being  clear  of  conflicting  claims,  at  the 
date  of  the  examination  of  the  railroad  selectious,  this  office  could  know 
nothing  of  the  application  of  Bernhard  and  the  hearing  at  the  local  of- 
fice. The  appellant  having  slept  upon  his  rights,  the  land  was  properly 
patented  to  the  railroad  company,"  and  that  *'  the  attention  of  your 
office  is  called  to  the  allegation  iu  the  record  that  th&  N.  ^  of  said  SW. 
i  of  Sec.  15,  was  settled  upon  and  improved  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
grant  to  the  railroad  company,  with  the  suggestion  that  an  investiga- 
tion be  made  with  a  view  to  recommending  suit  to  set  aside  the  patent 
to  the  company  for  said  tract,  if  the  facts  justify  such  recommendation." 

Acting  upon  said  suggestion,  your  office,  on  May  6th  last,  issued  a 
rule  to  said  company  to  show  cause  why  said  proceediugs  to  recover 
title  of  said  tract  should  not  be  duly  instituted. 

The  company,  on  June  4th  following,  through  its  resident  attorney, 
filed  its  answer,  in  which  it  alleged,  in  brief,  that  the  Department  has 
no  jurisdiction  to  uistitute  proceedings  under  said  act,  for  the  reason 
that  at  the  date  of  its  selection  and  at  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  said 
patent,  there  was  no  claim  of  record  for  said  land,  and  said  Bernhard, 
if  he  made  any  settlement  in  1865,  as  alleged,  ^^  was  under  legal  obliga- 
tion to  present  his  claim  at  the  local  land  office,  in  accordance  with 
law,  within  three  months  after  settlement." 

This  contention  can  not  be  maintained.  The  record  shows  that  said 
N.  i  of  said  SW.  J  was  settled  upon  and  occupied  by  sl  bona  fide  settler, 
both  at  the  date  of  the  grant  and  also  continuously  to  the  date  of  the 
definite  location  of  its  road,  when  its  right  attached,  as  well  as  when 
said  <^  selection  "  was  made  and  patent  issued.  It  was  therefore  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  said  grant  and  was  improperly  patented 
to  the  company.  Emmerson  v.  Central  Pacific  K.  R.  Co.,  3  L.  D.,  271 ; 
Pointard  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co  4  L.  D.,  353;  Ramage  v.  Central 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  5  L.  I).,  274 ;  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Shepherd,  D 
L.  D.,213;  loard  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  10  L.  D.,  464. 

Since  said  act  of  March  3,  1887,  is  considered  to  be  mandatory  (9  L. 
D.,  649),  the  recommendations  of  the  present  claimants  of  the  land  that 
the  patent  to  the  company  should  not  be  disturbed  can  not  prevail,  and 
the  recommendation  of  your  office,  "  that  a  demand  be  made  on  the 
company  to  reconvey  said  land  to  the  United  States,"  is  concurred  in 
by  the  Department ;  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to  demand  from  said 
company  a  reconveyance  to  the  United  States  of  said  N.  J  of  tht^  SW. 
4  of  said  section  15,  and  at  the  expiration  of  ninety  days  from  date  of 
4uch  demand,  you  will  make  due  report  to  this  Department  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  company  iu  the  premises. 
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IIAILROAD  LANDS— ACT  OP  MARCH  8,  1887. 

Wells  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

An  application  under  section  5,  act  of  March  3,  1887,  to  purchase  lands  erroneously' 
patented  to  a  railroad  company  can  not  be  entertained  until  the  government  faa» 
secured  a  reconveyance  of  the  title. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

12,  1890. 

I  have  consideFed  the  appeal  of  C.  M.  Wells  from  the  decision  of  your 
office  dated  November  19,  1888,  rejecting  his  application  to  purchase  all 
of  Sec.  21,  T.  7.  N.,  R.  14  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1887  (24  Stats.^ 
556);  for  the  reason  that  the  land  applied  for  was  patented  to  the  South- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company  on  January  9,  1886,  per  list  No.  9,  as  be- 
ing within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  (branch  line) 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1871  (16  Stats.,  573).  Your  office 
decision  also  states  that  the  land  in  question  is  within  *<  the  primary 
limits  of  the  forfeited  grant  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany ; "  that,  although  said  patent  was  erroneously  issued,  yet,  pending 
the  result  of  the  proceedings  intended  to  secure  a  reconveyance  of  said 
land  to  the  United  States,  the  land  can  not  be  disposed  of  under  the 
fifth  section  of  said  act  of  1887. 

The  appellant  asks  that,  in  the  event  that  it  shall  be  decided  that  said 
application  is  premature,  the  rejection  of  the  same  ^^  shall  be  held  in 
abeyance  until  the  proper  time  for  presenting  the  same  shall  have  ar- 
rived, and  that  it  then  be  allowed." 

The  application  is  clearly  prematurely  made,  but  this  will  not  pre- 
vent the  npplicant  irom  renewing  the  same  when  the  land  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  disposal  by  the  United  States.  Said  appeal  is  accordingly  dis- 
missed without  prejudice  to  the  appellant^s  right  to  renew  his  applica- 
tion at  the  proper  time. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— MINERAL  LANDS— SUIT  TO  VACATE  PATENT. 

Bullock  et  al.  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  et  al. 

On  the  allegation  duly  corroborated  that  certain  land  patented  to  a  railroad  com- 
pany waB  in  fact  excepted  from  the  grant,  by  reason  of  its  known  mineral  char- 
acter, a  hearing  may  be  directed  to  ascertain  whether  the  facts  justify  judicial 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  title. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

12,  1890. 

By  your  office  letter  dated  August  20,  1890,  was  transmitted  the  peti- 
tion of  W.  H.  Bullock,  D.  W,  Spear,  R.  Greenwood,  and  J.  S.  Rees,  tiled 
in  the  Sacramento,  California,  land  office  and  forwarded  to  your  office 
on  August  5th,  last,  asking  that  proceedings  be  instituted  by  the  Unitecl 
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States  to  set  aside  a  patent  issued  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany on  April  30,  1885,  for  lot  No.  12  of  the  SB  i  of  Sec.  23,  T.  14  K^ 
B.  10  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  on  the  ground  that  said  tract  was  known  to  be 
mineral  long  prior  to  and  at  the  date  of  the  grant  to  said  company,  and 
also  at  the  date  when  the  rights  of  said  company  attached  to  its  granted 

lands,  and  was  therefore  excepted  from  its  grant. 
Your  office  letter  states  that  said  lot  12  contains  an  area  of  L'2.75' 

acres  and  covers  the  SE.  corner  of  the  SB.  J  of  said  section  ;  that  it  is 
within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  under  the  acts 
of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1862  (12  Stats.,  489),  antlJuly  2, 18(J1  (IS 
Stats.,  356) ;  that  the  township  plat  of  survey  was  duly  approved  on 
June  9,  1870,  and  said  section  was  returned  as  agricultural  land ;  that 
said  lot  12  was  listed  by  said  company  on  July  29, 1884,  per  list  6,  and 
patented  to  said  company  on  April  30,  1885,  per  list  43 ;  that  there  was- 
nothing  upon  the  records  of  your  office  to  show  that  said  land  was  min- 
eral, and  in  the  absence  of  any  objection  said  patent  was  regularly 
issued. 

Your  office  further  finds  that  "  the  petitioners  allege  possession  and 
ownership  of  said  lot  through  succession  to  the  title  thereto  from  the 
original  locators,  whom  they  allege  located  the  same  as  a  placer  in  the 
year  1885;'*  that  said  patent  issued  on  April  30,  1885;  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  mineral  claim  was  initiated  prior  thereto,  or  tiiat,  at  the 
date  of  said  patent,  there  was  any  adverse  right  thereto;  that  it  is  not 
alleged  that  the  Mjiyflower  Gravel  Mining  Company  purchased  said  lot 
from  said  railroad  company  with  a  knowledge  of  any  fraud  having  been 
perpetrated  on  the  part  of  said  railroad  company  in  procuring  title 
thereto,  and  the  presumption  must  be  that  it  ^^  is  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
without  notice,  in  which  event  proof  of  the  fraud  must  be  clear  and 
convincing  to  justify  the  cancellation  of  the  patent." 

Your  office,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  petition  and 
upon  the  principles  enunciated  by  the  United  States  supreme  court  in 
San  Jacinto  Company  (125  U.  S.,  273),  and  United  States  v,  Beebe  (127 
U.  S.,  338),  declines  to  recommend  the  institution  of  suit  to  set  aside 
said  patent. 

The  affidavits  filed  in  support  of  the  petition  allege  that 

said  lot  12  now  is  and  for  said  (the  last)  twenty-eight  years  has  been  well  known 
Talaable  mineral  land  bearing  gold ;  that  the  same  was  held,  claimed  and  pon^essed 
under  the  mining  laws  and  cnstoms  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  gi anting 
lands  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  of  Califoroia,  and  that  the  siiiiie  has 
yielded  a  larger  amount  of  gold  than  almost  any  other  tract  of  like  area  in  the 
State  of  California,  reaching  probably  from  $5,000  to  $10,000  per  acre,  and  that  the 
same  is  yet  very  highly  valnable  mineral  land.  That  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company,  and  of  the  survey  thereof  and  of  the  issue 
of  the  patent  thereto  in  1885  to  said  company  was  actually  claimed  and  worked  aa 
mining  land  and  was  notorionsly  known  to  be  valuable  as  such. 

The  affiants,  twelve  in  number,  swear  that  they  have  resided  in  tiie 
vicinity  of  said  tract  for  the  last  twenty-eight  years  and  know  ea<;h  part 
thereof. 
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If  said  allegatious  as  to  the  knowu  mineral  character  of  said  lot  be 
true,  then  the  land  was  expressly  excepted  from  the  grant  to  said  com- 
pany, and  the  United  States  has  an  interest  in  the  land  which  would 
fully  warrant  the  institution  of  proceedings  to  set  aside  said  patent 
under  the  mandatory  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1887  (24  Stats., 
556).  McLaughlin  v.  United  States,  107  U.  S.,  526 ;  Western  Pacific 
R.  R.  Go.  V.  United  States,  108  U.S.,  510;  Mullan  etal  v.  United  States, 
118  U.  S.,  271 ;  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Co.,  9  L.  D.,  649 ;  Central 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  et  aL  v,  Valentine,  11  L.  D.,  238. 

The  petitioners  offer  to  bear  the  necessary  expenses,  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  establishing  the  truth  of  said 
allegations  at  a  hearing  to  be  duly  had  before  the  local  office  in  order 
that  the  Department  may  have  the  requisite  evidence  to  warrant  the 
institution  of  proceedings  to  set  aside  said  patent.  (Alexander  Moore 
€ta«.,  2L.  D.,  761). 

.  You  are  therefore  directed  to  cause  a  hearing  to  be  had  before  the 
local  land  officers,  after  due  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest,  and  upon 
receipt  of  the  testimony  taken  thereat,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
local  officers  thereon,  you  will  consider  the  same  and  make  due  report 
to  the  Department. 


TIMBEB  CTTLTURE  CONTEST— RELIIn'QUISH MEN T. 

Roberts  v.  Gaston  et  al. 

A  contest  against  an  entry  that  appears  of  record  throuj^b  the  failure  of  che  local 
office  to  act  upon  the  previous  relinqiilshraeut  thereof,  must  fail  where  the  party 
filing  such  reliuquishnient  has  thereafter  proceeded  in  compliance  with  the  tim- 
ber culture  law  in  the  honest  belief  that  his  application  to  enter  thereunder  ban 
been  allowed,  and  the  contestant  begins  proceedings  with  full  knowledj^e  of  the 
facts. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  13,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  Roberts  v.  Thaddeus  B.  Gaston 
and  Washington  I.  Anderson,  upon  appeal  by  Roberts  from  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  dated  June  10,  1889,  dismissing  his  contest  against 
Gaston's  timber  culture  entry  for  the  NE.  i  Sec.  33,  T.  24  S.,  R.  10  W., 
Wichita,  land  district,  Kansas. 

January  23,  1879,  Gaston  made  timber  culture  entry  for  said  tract  and 
on  February  5,  1887,  Roberts  initiated  contest  against  said  entry,  alleg- 
ing as  follows: 

That  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  tract  of  land  embraced  in  said  timber  cul- 
ture entry  and  knows  the  present  condition  of  the  same;  also  that  said  Thaddeus  13. 
(laston  failed  to  do  any  breaking  in  the  years  of  1^79,  1880, 1881,  and  1882,  and  that 
he  sold  his  claim  to  Thos.  Anderson  who  has  done  or  caused  to  be  done  all  the  work 
that  has  been  done  on  said  claim,  and  that  there  has  never  been  ten  acres  broken  on 
Haid  claim  to  this  date. 
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Hearing  was  ordered  and  set  for  March  15, 1887,  and  Gaston  was 
notified  of  the  same. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  hearin<if,  Gaston  failed  to  appear  either 
in  person  or  by  attorney,  bat  Washington  I.  Anderson  appeared  in 
person  and  by  attorney  and  having  first  disclosed  on  oath  the  natnre 
of  his  interest  in  the  tract  as  required  by  rule  102  of  the  Rales  of  Prac- 
tice, he  was  made  a  party  defendant,  and  on  motion  of  contestant  the 
case  was  coutiuaed  to  April  14, 1885,  at  which  time  both  the  contestant 
and  intervener  appeared  and  submitted  testimony,  and  on  April  22, 
1887,  the  local  office  found  in  fkvov  of  contestant. 

The  intervener  appealed,  and  your  office  dismissed  the  contest  and 
decided  that  Anderson  was  entitled  to  make  entry  for  the  land,  where- 
upon contestant  appealed. 

The  record  of  the  hearing  shows  that  contestant  testified  he  resided 
at  Sylvia,  Reno  County,  Kansas,  and  had  known  the  tract  in  dispute 
since  September  1886;  that  before  he  initiated  this  contest  he  had 
heard  that  Washington  I.  Anderson  was  the  owner  of  this  tree  claim, 
but  that  the  record  of  the  local  office  showed  Gaston's  entry  to  be  still 
uncanceled. 

On  his  cross  examination  he  admitted  that  on  the  day  he  went  to 
serve  Gaston  with  notice  of  this  contest,  Gaston  informed  him  that  he 
had  sold  his  improvements  to  Anderson,  and  had  executed  and  deliv- 
ered to  Anderson  a  relinquishment  of  his  interest  in  the  land  years  be- 
fore, receiving  from  Anderson  two  cows  as  payment  therefor.  He 
further  admitted  that  he  induced  Gaston  (by  paying  him  twenty-five 
dollars)  to  execute  and  deliver  to  him  (contestant)  February  5,  1887,  a 
second  relinquishment  of  his  timber  culture  entry,  and  that  Gaston  at 
the  same  time  had  promised  to  testify  at  the  hearing  that  he  had  not 
done  any  work  on  the  claim  since  he  sold  it  in  1881;  that  Gaston  after- 
wards declined  to  do  so. 

Only  one  other  person  was  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  con- 
testant, and  the  most  material  part  of  his  testimony  was  to  the  ettect 
that  there  were  not  more  than  about  three  tliousaiid  trees  growing  on 
this  claim  at  the  time  of  the  hearing. 

The  intervener  and  several  other  persons  were  sworn  and  testified  on 
his  l)ehalf,  and  their  testimony  shows  that  about  October  IS,  1881,  the 
intervener  purchased  of  Gaston  his  improvements  on  the  tract  in  dis- 
pute consisting  of  five  acres  of  plowed  land,  paying  therefore  the  value 
of  about  one  hundred  dollars,  viz :  two  cows  and  two  calves.  At  the 
same  time  Gaston  executed  a  relinquishment  of  his  said  entry  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Stattbrd  county,  Kansas,  which  re- 
linquishment was  written  on  a  portion  of  the  back  of  the  duplicate 
receiver's  receipt. 

October  26,  1881,  Anderson  went  to  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  and  there 
employed  a  firm  of  reputable  lawyers  to  prepare  the  usual  application 
to  make  entry  for  said  tract  under  the  act  of  June  14, 1878  (20  Stat., 
2497— VOL  11 US 
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113).  After  executing  his  application  he  gave  his  attorneys  Gaston's 
relinquish ment  and  eighteen  dollars  to  pay  the  fees  and  commissions 
at  the  land  office,  as  well  as  other  expenses  incurred.  About  five  days 
thereafter  the  intervener's  attorneys  transmitted  to  the  local  office  a 
letter  purporting  to  contain  his  application,  the  relinquishment,  and 
legal  fees. 

November  4, 1881,  the  register  wrote  to  the  intervener's  attorneys  as 
follows : 

Gents: 

The  enclosed  relinquishment  will  not  answerr  Mr.  Gaston  mnst  acknowledge  the 
relinqnisbment  before  some  ooun  of  record,  a  J.  P.  will  not  answer.  You  state  that 
yon  enclose  application  and  fees  of  Anderson,  the  fees  came  through  all  right,  bnt 
there  was  no  application  enclosed. 

A  clerk  in  the  attorney's  office  says  he  notified  Anderson  by  mail  of 
the  requirements  of  the  local  office,  but  Anderson  testified  that  he  never 
received  any  such  notice,  and  had  always  supposed  his  attorneys  bad 
duly  entered  the  tract  for  him  until  after  the  initiation  of  this  contest; 
that  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  contest  he  went  to  his  attorney's  office 
and  informed  them  of  what  he  had  heard,  and  upon  inquiry  made  by 
them,  they  discovered  that  the  application  and  relinquishment  had  re- 
mained in  the  law  office  since  the  fall  of  1881.  February  15,  1887,  An- 
derson got  Gaston  to  acknowledge  his  former  relinquishment  before  a 
notary  public  and  to  certify  as  follows  : 

This  relinquishment  is  made  to  cure  an  alleged  defect  in  relinquishment  of  said 
entry  dated  October  18,  1881,  made  before  S.  H.  Tedford,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Stafford  county,  Kansas,  and  delivered  to  Washington  I.  Anderson. 

The  evidence  shows  that  in  the  fall  of  1881,  the  intervener  took  actual 
possession  of  the  tract  in  dispute,  and  in  the  spring  of  1882,  he  broke 
ten  acres,  and  during  that  season  he  planted  ten  acres  to  thirteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  Cottonwood  trees  from  one  to  two  years  old  and  from 
eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  high.  During  1883,  the  weeds  were  palled 
and  the  trees  were  hoed.  In  the  spring  of  1884,  the  ground  between 
the  tree  rows  was  listed  and  the  ten  acre  tree  plat  was  refilled  with  cut- 
tings wherever  needed  and  so  as  to  have  the  trees  four  feet  apart  each 
way. 

The  intervener  continued  to  cultivate  and  protect  the  timber  and  at 
the  time  of  the  hearing  he  had  about  six  thousand  one  hundred  trees 
growing  upon  the  tract  in  an  apparently  thrifty  condition. 

April  16, 1887,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  the  intervenor  offered  to  file  Gaston's 
original  relinquishment  and  at  the  same  time  applied  in  proper  form  to 
enter  the  tract,  and  ten  minutes  thereafter  contestant  applied  to  make 
entry  for  the  tract,  the  register  refused  both  applications,  but  held  them 
to  await  the  final  result  of  this  contest. 

Gaston's  original  relinquishment  transferred  unconditionally  to  the 
United  States  all  of  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  Ui  said  tract, 
and  was  acknowledged    before  a  person  having  authority  to  take  ac- 
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knowledgements  under  the  provisions  of  section  1118  of  the  Statutes  at 
Large  of  the  State  of  Kansas.    (Vol.  1 — p.  ^7). 

The  local  officers  should  have  received  said  relinquishment  when  pre- 
sentod  in  1881,  as  it  was  executed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  circular  of  May  25,  1880,  relating  to  relinquishments  and  contests 
of  pre-emption,  homestead  and  timber  culture  claims  under  the  act  of 
May  14,  1880,  wherein  the  local  officers  were  instructed — 

Not  to  accept  or  act  upon  any  relinqiiishineut  unless  made  before  you,  which  has 
not  been  duly  subscribed  by  the  claimant  on  the  back  of  his  duplicate  receipt,  and 
acknowledged,  witnessed,  and  execated  in  a  manner  which  under  the  laws  of  the 
•State  or  Territory  in  which  the  land  is  sitnated,  would  be  sufficient  as  a  valid  trans- 
fer of  real  estate. 

Upon  review  of  the  record  herein  while  I  find  that  the  intervenor  or 
his  attorneys  were  negligent,  yet  there  is  not  the  lease  indication  of 
bad  faith  on  his  part,  and  as  it  sufficiently  appears  that  Gaston's 
relinquishment  was  not  the  result  of  Roberts'  contest,  he  can  not  prop- 
erly claim  anything  thereunder;  and  as  it  further  appears  that  Roberts 
was  fully  aware  of  the  intervenor's  occupancy  of  the  land  and  of  the 
facts  in  the  case  when  he  began  his  contest,  and  simply  sought  to  take 
advantage  of  the  condition  of  aifairs  and  as  this  Department  will  not 
knowingly  be  made  a  party  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  act  of  injustice 
whereby  a  citizen  would  be  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  his  honest  labor^ 
the  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


bail.boad  gbaxt-indemkity  sei^gtions-expibed  vijlinqs. 

Little  Rock  and  Memphis  R.  R.  Go. 

mo  action  sbonld  be  taken  on  indemnity  selections  for  land  covered  by  expired  filings 
until  after  notice  to  the  claimants  to  assert  any  rights  they  may  possess. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerod  Land  Offi4)e^  August 

28,  1890. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  transmitting  for  my 
■approval  list  No.  8,  containing  one  thousand  four  hundred  acres  of  lands 
selected  by  the  Little  Rock  and  Memphis  Railroad  Company,  as  in- 
demnity. 

Yoa  state  that  the  lands  are  within  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  are  of 
the  same  character  as  those  embraced  in  list  No.  7,  approved  by  the 
Department  on  August  2, 1890  (11  L.  D.,  168),  and  were  selected  at  the 
same  time,  but  were  excluded  from  said  list  7  because  in  conflict  with 
certain  pre-emption  filings  of  reconl. 

You  further  state  that  said  filings  have  now  all  been  cleared  from  the 
record,  except  certain  ones  which  have  expired  by  limitation  of  law.  It 
appears  you  have  taken  no  steps  to  clear  the  record  of  these  latter 
Uliiigs,  and  in  this  particular  you  ^state  you  were  guided  by  the  rule 
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annoanced  in  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Oompany  t^.  Stovenour  (10  L. 
D.,  645),  to  the  effect  that  the  presumption  is  such  claims  have  been 
abandoned. 

The  lands  in  this  list  were  selected  by  the  Little  Bock  and  Memphis 
company  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith 
road,  both  being  branches  of  the  road  provided  for  in  the  grant  of  Feb- 
ruary 9, 1853  (10  Stat.,  155).  The  odd  sections  within  the  indemnity 
limits  of  said  latter  branch  had  been  withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  the 
grant,  for  many  years,  but  on  March  21, 1883,  the  withdrawal  was  re- 
voked. From  that  time  these  lands  have  been  open  to  settlement.  It 
appears  it  has  been  the  practice  of  your  office  to  exclude  from  such  lists 
submitted  for  approval  all  tracts  covered  by  expired  filings.  In  view 
of  these  facts  the  proper  practice  in  this  case,  before  you  approve  of 
this  list,  would  be  to  notify  these  claimants  to  assert  their  rights,  if  any 
they  have.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Stovenour  case  to  prevent  this. 
While  the  rights  under  the  filings  have  ceased,  settlement,  if  continued, 
would  defeat  the  right  of  selection.  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Anrys  (8  L.  D.,  362). 

The  list  is  accordingly  returned  for  such  action. 
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Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Killian. 

The  ri|(ht  of  purchase  under  section  2,  act  of  June  15,  1880,  existing  at  the  date  when 
a  railroad  grant  becomes  efftnctive,  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office j 

December  15,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  June 
24,  1889,  approving  for  patent  the  cash  entry  of  Henry  Killian  for  the 
NW.  i  SW.  i  S.  i  SW.i  and  SW.  i  SE.  i  Sec.  11,  T.  5  ]^.,  R.  4  W.,  He- 
lena, Montana,  made  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

This  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  of  the  Xorthern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  definitely  located  July  6, 1883,  and  is  also 
within  the  limits  of  withdrawal  from  the  benefit  of  said  road,  which 
became  eifective  February  21,  1872. 

Prom  the  facts  as  recited  in  your  letter  and  which  are  not  controverted 
by  the  company,  it  appears  that  at  the  date  of  withdrawal  on  general 
route  the  tract  was  covered  by  the  homestead  entry  of  Peter  Riley 
made  November  13,  1871,  which  was  canceled  February  21,  1879. 

On  June  18,  1876,  Henry  Killian  purchased  Riley's  interest  in  the 
tract,  and  on  December  19,  1883,  he  purchased  the  tract  under  the  act 
of  June  15,  1880,  which  was  approved  by  your  office. 

From  this  decision  the  company  appealed,  assigning  error  in  not  hold- 
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iug  that  Killian  having  failed  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act 
prior  to  the  vesting  of  the  right  of  the  company  July  6, 1882,  could  not 
thereafter  make  entry  of  the  tract. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  in  all  essential  respects  the  same  as  those 
in  the  cases  of  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Burt  (3  L.  D.  490) ;  Holmes 
c.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (5  L.  D.  333)  and  Northern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.  V,  McLean  (lb.,  629)  and  must  be  ruled  thereby. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— RELINQUISHMENT. 

Blank  v.  Center. 

A  charge  of  reliuqiiishment  is  not  established  by  evidence  showing  that  an  informal 
relinqnishment  of  the  entry  has  been  pladed  in  the  hands  of  auother^bnt  not  filed, 
nor  executed  for  such  purpose,  but  as  security  for  the  payment  of  note. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 

Land  Office^  December  17,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  David  D.  Blank  v,  Gibson  S.  Center, 
apon  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  yonr  office  decision  of  May  22, 18S8, 
dismissing  his  contest  against  the  timber  culture  entry  of  Center  for 
the  S  W  \  of  Sec.  24,  T.  1 10  N.,  R.  65  W.,  Huron,  South  Dakota. 

The  record  shows  that  Center  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the 
above  described  laud  January  26,  1885.  January  5,  1886,  David  D. 
Blank  applied  to  enter  the  same  tract  and  uuder  oath  alleged  that  '<  said 
tract  has  been  relinquished,  aud  said  relinquishment  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  one  M.  W.  Coykendall,  and  by  him  held  in  violation  of  the  tim- 
ber culture  laws,  said  relinquishment  being  made  and  executed  by  said 
Gibson  S.  Center." 

March  30,  1886,  a  hearing  was  had  before  the  register  and  receiver, 
who,  on  May  28,  1886,  decided  against  contestant,  dismissing  his  con- 
test. 

Thereupon  he  appealed  to  your  office,  where,  on  May  22, 1888,  you 
affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  register  and  receiver.  Blank  appealed  to 
Chis  Department. 

I  have  examined  all  of  the  questions  involved  in  this  case,  and  all  of 
the  evidence  in  the  record.  From  this  examination  I  find  that  the  find- 
ings in  yonr  said  office  decision  are  correct.  It  is  clear  that  the  proof 
does  not  show  a  relinquishment  by  the  contestee.  He  merely  placed 
his  informal  relinquishment  in  the  hands  of  a  triend  to  be  held  by  him 
as  a  pledge  that  he  would  pay  off  a  note  or  arrange  security  for  it  at  a 
certain  time,  at  which  time  this  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  relinquish- 
ment, was  to  be  returned  to  him.  Ic  is  not  shown  that  Center  ever  in- 
tended to  have  this  relinquishment  filed  in  the  land  office,  and  it  never 
faas  been  filed  there. 
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A  paper  parporting  to  be  a  relinqaishment  is  of  no  legal  valae  until 
it  is  filed  in  the  land  office.    (Yandivert  v.  Johns,  9  L.  D.,  609). 
Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTBT—ACT  OF  JITNE  15,  1880. 

Edward  H.  Burford. 

The  erroneoQs  allowance  of  a  cash  entry  under  section  2,  act  of  Jane  15, 1880,  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  a  contest,  is  an  error  that  can  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  snccessful  contestant. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Oommissioner  of  the  Oenerat 

Land  Office,  December  15,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Edward  H.  Burford  from  the  decision 
of  yonr  office  refusing  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine  the  right  to  the 
8.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  and  Lots  3  and  4  of  Sec.  4,  T.  31  8.,  R.  27  W.,  Garden 
City,  Kansas. 

From  the  record  before  me  it  appears  that  this  tract  was  embraced  in 
the  homestead  entry  of  William  Y.  Buchanan,  and  made  May  1, 1879^ 
and  was  held  for  cancellation  by  decision  of  yonr  office  February  6« 
1886,  upon  the  contest  initiated  against  said  entry  by  Columbus  Brund- 
age,  from  which  decision  Buchanan  appealed. 

Prior  to  the  decision  of  your  office,  to  wit:  on  January  26,  1885, 
Buchanan  made  cash  entry  of  the  tract  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

On  March  24, 1888,  the  Department  considered  the  appeal  of  Bu- 
chanan, and  held  that  the  local  officers  had  no  authority  to  allow  said 
cash  entry,  for  the  reason  that  Brundage  having  proved  the  allegations, 
of  his  contest  was  entitled  to  the  preference  right  of  entry,  but  directed 
that  since  the  local  officers  had  allowed  said  cash  entry,  it  should  be 
suspended  and  held  subject  to  the  right  of  Brundage  to  make  entry  of 
the  land,  and  if  he  failed  to  make  entry  within  thirty  days  from  notice 
of  said  decision,  the  cash  entry  of  Buchanan  will  be  relieved  from  sus- 
pension. 

After  the  cash  entry  of  Buchanan  had  been  allowed,  and  while  the 
case  of  Buchanan  v.  Brundage  was  pending  before  the  Department  on 
appeal,  Edward  M.  Burford  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract. 

Brundage  having  failed  to  avail  himself  of  his  preference  right  to 
make  entry  of  the  tract,  your  office,  on  October  12, 1888,  reli<*.ved  the 
cash  entry  of  Buchanan  from  suspension  and  held  the  homestead  entry 
of  Burford  for  cancellation,  because  of  conflict  with  said  cash  entry. 
From  this  action  the  applicant  appealed,  alleging,  substantially,  the  fol- 
lowing grounds  of  error : 

(1)  Because  an  entry  under  the  act  of  June  15, 18S0,  can  only  be  allowed  in  the 
absence  of  an  adverse  right. 

(2)  Because  Bnrford's  entry  was  a  valid  adverse  right  that  attached  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  thirty  days'  preference  right  of  entry  of  Brundage,  Che  successful 
contestant,  and  should  take  precedence  of  all  other  applications. 
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(3)  Beoanse  it  was  error  to  allow  the  cash  entry  of  Bachauan  ander  the  act  of 
Jane  15,  1880,  nutil  after  the  expiration  of  tho  thirty  days  allowed  to  the  saccessfal 
contestant  to  make  entry. 

Althongh  the  cash  entry  was  erroneously  allowed,  yet  it  was  an  error 
that  could  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  saccessfnl  contestant. 
His  right  of  purchase  was  good  against  every  one  but  the  successful 
contestant,  or  an  adverse  claim  initiated  prior  to  his  cash  entry.  At  the 
date  Burford's  entry  was  allowed,  the  land  was  not  subject  to  entry, 
because  of  the  cash  entry  of  Buchanan  that  segregated  the  land,  and 
which  could  only  be  annulled  by  the  successful  contestant. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  LAND  APPLICATION— PRE LIMIN ART  AFFIDAVIT. 

L.  W.  Walker. 

The  departmental  regulation  reqniring  a  pnrchaser  under  the  act  of  June  3,  ld78,  to 
personally  examine  the  land  prior  to*  application  is  within  the  intendment  of 
said  act. 

Where  the  applicant  in  his  preliminary  affidavit  falsely  states  that  he  has  person- 
ally examined  the  land,  and  knows  from  his  personal  knowlc^dge  that  it  is  of  the 
character  contemplated  by  said  act,  the  right  of  purchase  should  be  denied. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  18,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  L.  W.  Walker  on  appeal  from  your  de- 
cision  of  July  3,  1884,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  re- 
jecting his  proof  on  timber  land  application  under  act  of  June  3,  1878, 
20  Stat.,  89,  for  the. purchase  of  the  SE.  J  Sec.  12,  T.  20  N.  R.  10  W., 
Seattle,  Washington  land  district. 

On  November  10.  1888,  he  made  said  application  and  made  his  affi- 
davit upon  the  usual  form  for  the  purchase  of  timber  and  stone  lauds, 
and  stated  therein  that : 

I  have  personally  examined  said  lands  and  from  my  personal  knowledge  state  that 
said  land  is  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  valuable  chiefly  for  its  timber ;  that  it  is  unin- 
habited ;  that  it  contains  no  mining  or  other  improvements;  nor  as  I  verily  believe 
any  valuable  deposit  of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar,  copper  or  coal,  etc. 

On  July  11, 1889,  he,  having  given  the  notice  by  publication  required 
by  law,  appeared  at  the  local  office  to  make  proof  and  pay  for  the  laud. 
On  being  sworn  and  examined  he  stated  that  he  had  never  been  on  the 
land  at  the  time  he  made  his  application ;  that  a  man  named  Wing  had 
made  an  inspection  of  the  land  for  him,  but  he  had  been  upon  it  after 
his  application. was  made. 

The  local  officers  rejected  his  proof  because  by  his  testimony  he  had 
not  examined  the  land  prior  t(»  making  his  application.  From  this  de- 
cision he  appealed,  and  your  office  on  July  3, 1889,  affirmed  said  action 
and  held  his  filing  for  cancellation,  because  the  same  was  fraudulent  in 
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its  inception.    He  again  appealed  and  brought  the  case  before  the  De- 
partment. 
The  appeal  assigns  error  as  follows : 

Ut.  It  was  error  for  said  Commissioner  to  find  that  the  application  of  said  claimant 
was  fraudulent  because  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  examine  the  land  applied  for  prior 
to  filing  his  application  therefor. 

2d.  It  was  error  to  conclude  from  facts  appearing  in  the  record  that  ''  the  attempted 
entry  of  claimant  was  fraudulent  iu  its  inception ''  or  at  any  time  since  its  inception. 

The  third  and  fourth  assignments  amount  to  one  and  say  it  was  error 
to  reject  the  application. 

Counsel  for  appellant  contend  that  the  law  does  not  require  the  ap- 
pellant to  examine  the  land,  or  testify  from  personal  knowledge  that  it 
is  of  the  character  contemplated  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1878,  and  he  cites 
the  letter  of  Secretary  Vilas  to  Commissioner  Stockslager,  dated  Janu- 
ary 5,  1889  (8  L.  D.,  20),  which  says— 

In  the  timher  culturo  circular  approved  July  12, 1887  (6  L.  D.,  280),  the  preliminary 
affidavit  therein  required  contains  a  phrase  which  does  not  appear  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute.    The  words  referred  to  are  as  follows: — 

''  That  I  have  made  personal  examination  of  said  land  and  from  my  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  same  state."  • 

While  it  is  true  that  the  statutory  affidavit  can  not  be  made  in  good  faith  except 
on  knowledge  derived  from  a  personal  examination  of  the  land,  yet  as  the  statute 
(20  Stat.,  113),  has  prescribed  the  exact  words  of  the  oath  required  of  the  applicant, 
the  Department  has  no  authority  to  add  thereto. 

The  said  phrase  should  therefore  be  stricken  out  of  said  affidavit. 

The  act  referred  to  in  the  above  letter  is  unlike  the  act  providing  for 
"  timber  ana  stone  entries"  (approved  June  3, 1878,  inasmuch  as  it  pre- 
scribes the  form  of  the  preliminary  affidavit  while  the  latter  does  not. 
Were  the  acts  identical  the  letter  would  apply  to  the  case  at  bar,  al- 
though subsequent  to  it,  for  if  the  phrase  was  inserted  without  warrant 
of  law,  it  would  be  impertinent  to  the  issue  and  immaterial  and  could 
be  disregarded  by  the  deponent,  but  this  is  not  the  case. 

The  statute  under  which  chiimant  seeks  to  acquire  title  to  this  tract, 
requires  the  applicant  to  file  with  the  register  a  statement  in  relation 
to  the  land  wiiich  he  desires  to  purchase,  and  it  will  be  observed  that 
this  is  divided  into  two  clauses:  First  he  must  state  that  the  laud  is 
unfit  for  cultivation,  uninhabited  and  unimproved.  This  statement  he 
makes  u(^on  his  corporal  oath  and  this  necessarily  implies  personal 
knowledge.  Secondly :  He  must  on  like  oath  state,  as  he  verily  believes, 
that  it  contains  no  valuable  deposits  of  gold,  etc.  This  part  of  the  oath 
may  of  course  by  the  law  be  made  on  information.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
Congress  intended  to  distinguish  between  those  conditions  affecting 
the  character  of  the  land,  which  could  be  certainly  known  by  ordinary 
diligence  and  observation,  and  those  that  could  not  be  so  known  or 
determined  and  as  to  the  latter,  the  applicant  was  permitted  to  base 
his  oath  upon  his  belief. 

In  thus  stating  the  matter,  in  the  act,  Congress  took  care  to  include 
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that  which  coald  be  taken  on  iDformation  and  belief,  and  by  the  well 
known  maxim,  inclusio  uniua  est  exclusio  alteritiSj  the  statements  in  re- 
gard to  caltivation,  inhabitancy  and  improvements  are  excladed  from 
that  part  of  the  affidavit  based  on  mere  belief.  In  these  he  mast  know 
whereof  he  affirms. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  provides  that  the  applicant  after  giving 
notice,  etc.,  shall  '*  furnish  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  satisfactory 
evidence  ....  that  theland  isofthecharactercontemplated  in  this 
act."  The  local  officers  can  therefore  examine  the  applicant  and  wit- 
nesses as  to  their  means  of  knowing  the  character  of  the  land ;  thus  to 
ask  if  the  applicant  had  examined  the  land  or  been  apon  it,  would  be 
pertinent  to  the  issue,  and  a  relevant  and  competent  inquiry,  and  the 
statement  in  this  affidavit  ^^I  have  personally  examined  this  land,"  is 
simpl3'  the  equivalent  of  such  an  examination  at  the  hearing.  It  is  con- 
templated by  the  statute  that  the  applicant  would  know  whereof  he 
affirmed,  and  it  is  certainly  within  the  province  of  the  Department  to 
ascertain  whether  the  oath  is  made  upon  the  applicant's  knowledge, 
or  on  his  belief,  or  rashly  *'  with  no  probable  cause  for  believing,"  and 
it  is  not  an  unreasonable  requirement  on  the  part  of  the  Department, 
that  whoever  offers  to  purchase  this  class  of  land,  must  show  that  he 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  the  statements  that  he  was  by 
law  required  to  make  concerning  its  character,  are  true  in  fact  when  so 
made.  The  phrase  in  the  affidavit  adds  no  condition  or  limitation  to 
the  character  of  the  land,  as  defined  by  the  statute,  nor  does  it  conflict 
with  the  statute  in  any  of  its  forms.  The  statute  jjrescribes  certain 
facts  to  be  sworn  to,  but  it  does  not  give  any  form  of  oath,  and  the  only 
limitation  that  it  fixes  is  that  as  to  valuable  minerals. 

Besides  these  considerations  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  in  question, 
which  removes  this  class  of  land  from  under  the  general  supervisory 
control  of  the  land  de{)artment,  or  exempts  purchasers  of  the  same  from 
the  general  rules  and  regulations  thereof. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Department  had  full  authority  to  insert  the 
phrase  in  question  in  the  preliminary  oath,  that  when  so  inserted  it 
was  pertinent,  material  and  binding  upon  the  applicant  who  should 
subscribe  to  the  oath,  and  with  this  view  of  the  law  I  concur  in  your 
conclusions. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 
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HOMDBSTBAD  CONTBST^KBSIDENCE. 
FABBELL  V.  LiNDE. 

The  eetablishmeut  of  residence  on  a  homesteiMl  claim  within  six  months  after  entiy 
is  required  by  departmental  regnlation,  andj  in  the  face  of  a  contest,  no  amonnt  of 
improvements  will  excuse  a  failure  to  comply  therewith,  or  cure  defaalt  therein. 

Residence  under  the  homestead  law  can  not  be  established  through  the  acts  oi 
another. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office^  December  18,  1890. 

May  26, 1886,  Frederick  Lirnle  made  homestead  eutry,  No.  2754,  for 
lots  2  and  6,  and  the  SW.  J  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  NW.  J  of  the  SE.  \  of 
Sec.  2,  T.  4  N.,  B.  16  W.,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Jannary  12,  1887,  Robert  Farrell  instituted  a  contest  against  the 
same,  alleging  that  defendant  had  never  established  residence  thereon. 

Hearing  was  had  March  15,  1887,  and  on  July  12, 1887,  the  register 
and  receiver  fonnd  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  On  appeal,  your  office,  by 
letter  of  January  19, 1889,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  and 
held  the  entry  for  cancellation. 

Linde  appeals  from  your  judgment.  I  have  examined  the  evidence 
and  it  shows  that  defendant  had  not  resided  on  the  claim  up  to  the 
time  of  the  contest,  more  than  seven  months  after  he  made  his  eutry, 
but  had  all  the  time  resided  with  his  family  at  Los  Angeles,  where  he 
was  in  business  as  a  jeweler.  He  had  hired  one  Lowe  to  improve  the 
claim.  Lowe  had  built  a  house  and  improved  and  cultivated  the  land* 
Claimant  would  occasionally  visit  him  to  give  directions  about  the  im- 
provements but  maintained  his  residence  at  Los  Angeles. 

The  establishment  of  residence  on  a  homestead  within  six  months 
after  entry  is  required  by  the  regulations,  and  no  amount  of  improve- 
ments will  excuse  a  compliance  therewith  or  cure  the  default  in  the  face 
of  a  contest. 

Such  residence  must  be  personal.  Benting  the  land  to  a  tenant,  or 
having  some  one  else  to  reside  on  it,  will  not  satisfy  the  law. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed  and  you  will  cancel  said  entry. 
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SURVEY    8UB-DIVI8IOX  OP  SECTIONS. 

Circular. 

The  circular  instructions  of  June  2, 1887,  5  L.  D.,  699,  re-issued  by 
Commissioner  Oroff,  December  9, 1890. 


RAILROAD  LANDS-ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1887. 

E.  D.  Band. 

An  application  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1887,  can  not  be  allowed  for 
lands  embraced  within  an  ontstanding  patent  to  a  railroad  company. 

In  such  a  case  a  statement  and  application,  daly  corroborated!  as  required  by  de- 
partmental regulations,  may  be  presented  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  the 
institution  of  judicial  proceedings  to  set  aside  the  patent. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

19,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  E.  D.  Rand 
from  your  ofiSce  decision  of  August  3, 1889,  rejecting  his  application, 
made  June  8,  1889,  to  purchase,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1887  (24 
8tat,  556),  Sec.  17,  T.  7  N.,  R.  13  W.,  8.  B.  M^  Los  Angeles  land  dis- 
trict, California. 

The  tract  described  lies  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant,  by  act 
of  March  3,  1871  (16  Stat.,  579,  Sec.  23),  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road  Company ;  and  the  ground  of  the  rejection  of  the  application  was^ 
that  said  tract  had  previously  (to  wit,  on  January  9, 1885,)  been  pat- 
ented to  said  company. 

The  applicant  alleges,  as  ground  of  appeal,  that  your  office  decision — 

does  not  in  any  way  settle  the  matter.  Either  the  land  in  question  belongs  to  the 
railroad  company  or  to  the  United  States.  If  it  belongs  to  the  United  States  then 
the  right  of  the  undersigned  to  purchase  under  said  act  of  Congress  is  perfect,  and 
the  application  should  be  allowed.  The  Commissioner  does  not  enter  iniK)  the  merits 
of  the  case,  in  that  he  does  not  decide  whether  the  land  belongs  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany  under  its  grant,  or  to  the  appellant  herein  under  the  act  of  March  3,  lt^7. 

The  sole  question  presented  to  your  office*  upon  the  presentation  of 
Rand's  application  to  enter,  was  whether  said  application  could  prop- 
erly be  accepted  and  filed.     Your  office  very  properly  decided  that,  a» 
the  title  to  the  tract  applied  for  had  passed,  by  patent,  to  the  railroad 
company,  the  government  was  no  longer  owner  th  ereof,  and  that  yon 
had  no  alternative  except  to  reject  the  application.    (See  United  States 
V.  Schurz,  102  U.  S.,  378 ;  see  also  Horace  B.  Rogers  et  al^  10  L.  D.^ 
29).    Your  office  also,  very  properly,  did  "  not  enter  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,"  and  did  <^  not  decide  whether  the  land  belongs  to  the  railroad 
company  under  its  grant,  or  to  the  appellant,"  for  the  very  obvious  rea- 
son that  these  questions  were  beyond  your  jurisdiction,  and  must  be 
decided  by  an  entirely  different  tribunal. 
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Before  any  one  can  purchase  from  the  United  States  the  tract  de- 
scribed, the  title  thereto  must  be  restored  to  the  United  States. 

You  will  inform  the  applicant  that  if  he  will  prepare  a  statement  and 
a)>plicatiou,  supported  by  corroboratory  affidavits,  as  required  by  de- 
partmental circular  instructions  of  February  13,  1839  fSL.  D.,  348),  and 
supplemental  instructions  of  August  30, 1890  (11  L.  D.,  229),  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  Department,  through  the  proper  channel,  sach 
statement  and  application  will  be  duly  considered,  with  a  view  to  rec- 
ommending to  the  Honorable  Attorney  General  the  inscitution  of  suit 
to  cancel  and  set  aside  said  patent,  as  provided  for  in  Sec.  2  of  the  act 
of  March  3, 1887  (supra). 


PRACTICE— DEATH  OF  DEFENDANT    NOTICE-ATTORNEY. 

Driscoll  V.  Johnson. 

Where  a  party  dies  prior  to  hearing  his  attorney  is  without  authority  to  enter  appear- 
auce,  or  thereafter  prosecute  an  appeal  in  the  name  of  the  decedent. 

The  rules  of  practice  do  not  authorize  the  service  of  notice  of  contest  on  a  resident 
defendant  by  registered  letter. 

Where  the  en  try  man  dies  prior  to  the  service  of  notice,  his  heirs  and  successors  in 
interest  should  be  made  parties  to  the  action,  and  duly  served  with  notice  thereof. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  19, 1890. 

May  5,  1886,  Edmund  P.  Johnson  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NE. 
i,  Sec.  17,  T.  27  K,  R.  46  W.,  Chadron,  Nebraska. 

December  31,  1887,  Edward  Driscoll  filed  an  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  same.  Notice  of  contest  was  served  upon  Johnson  by  regis- 
tered letter,  in  which  the  hearing  was  set  for  Febrnary  15,  1888,  testi- 
mony to  be  taken  before  a  notary  public  at  Box  Butte,  Nebraska,  on 
February  10. 

On  said  last  date,  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  defendant  was  killed  by  the 
accidental  discharsfe  of  a  gun,  but  the  contestant  proceeded  with  his 
testimony  before  the  notary.  On  the  return  day  (February  15)  John- 
son's attorney  appeared  before  the  register  and  receiver  and  moved  to 
dismiss,  because  of  defective  service  of  notice.  The  motion  was  over- 
ruled, and  the  contestant  allowed  to  ^^  file  supplemental  affidavit  and 
proceed  against  the  heirs."  From  this  action  Johnson's  attorney  ap- 
pealed. 

Your  office  decision  of  June  30, 1888,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver,  and  Johnson's  attorney  again  appealed. 

Johnson  having  died  prior  to  the  hearing,  his  attorney  had  no  author- 
ity to  appear  for  him.  The  relation  of  attorney  and  client  ceased  on 
the  death  of  the  client.  Nor  can  a  dead  man  appeal  by  attorney.  God- 
49equeutly,  there  is  no  appeal  pending  here. 

Johnson  was  never  properly  served  with  notice.    The  rules  of  practice 
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provide  for  bat  two  methods  of  service  of  notice  of  contest:  1st,  Per- 
sonal service,  which  is  made  by  delivering  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  the 
defendant.  2d,  When  the  defendant  is  a  non-resident  of  the  State  or 
Territory,  or  can  not  be  served  personally,  notice  may  be  served  by 
publication,  as  provided  in  Practice  Bales  11, 13,  and  14. 

There  is  no  provision  for  service  by  registered  letter. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  within  my  observation  that  service  of  notice 
of  contest  on  a  resident  defendant  has  been  att^empted  by  registered 
letter,  and  as  the  language  of  some  of  the  decisions  of  this  Department 
may  seem  to  anthorize  such  manner  of  service,  I  deem  it  advisable  to 
refer  to  these  decisions,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  them,  if  possible,  to  the 
rales  and  reguhitious  governing  practice  before  the  district  and  General 
Land  Offices. 

In  the  case  of  Anderson  v.  Tannehill  et  al.j  10  L.  D.  388,  an  order  of 
publication  was  made  against  the  claimant ;  whereupon  Stenson,  his 
transferee,  appeared  and  disclosed,  under  oath,  his  ownership  of  the 
land  in  controversy ;  he  was  allowed  to  intervene,  and  moved  to  dismiss 
the  contest  because  no  publication  had  been  made  against  Tannehill^ 
the  original  claimant.  New  notice  was  then  issued,  and  publication 
made,  fixing  a  later  date  for  the  hearing,  at  which  date  Stenson  again 
appeared  and  moved  to  dismiss  all  proceedings,  because  the  record 
failed  to  show  that  the  notice  was  posted  upon  the  land.  This  motion 
was  sustained,  and  a  new  order  of  jmblication  made,  November  27, 
1887,  fixing  January  11,  1888,  as  the  day  of  hearing,  when  Stenson  ap- 
peared for  the  third *time  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest,  because  no 
personal  service  had  been  made  upon  him  (Stenson),  although  he  was 
a  resident  of  the  2State.  Upon  a  showing  that  notice  had  been  given 
Stenson  by  registered  letter,  which  had  been  received  by  him  more  than 
thirty  days  before  the  day  set  for  hearing,  his  motion  was  overrnled, 
and  the  Secretary  in  affirming  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  says: 
"In  the  first  place,  this  objection  is  purely  technical ;  as  a  matter  of 
fact  transferee  was  notified  by  registered  letter,  and  upon  said  notice 
appeared  to  move  a  dismissal,''  etc. 

This  holding  was  undoubtedly  correct,  for  Stenson,  not  having  dis- 
closed his  ownership  of  the  land  prior  to  the  commencement  of  proceed- 
ings against  the  entry,  was  not  entitled  to  be  served  with  notice  as  an 
original  defendant,  and  when  he  afterwards  appeared  and  made  oath  to 
his  ownership,  he  thereby  was  in  court,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  defend 
against  the  contest.  This  was  an  appearance  to  the  merits,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  as  transferee  of  the  claimant.  He  found  "  no  fault 
with  notice  to  the  entryman,  but  only  contended  that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  same  kind  of  personal  service  as  the  entryman  would  be  if  liv- 
ing within  the  State. 

The  last  clause  of  said  decision,  that  **  Service  by  registered  letter  is 
personal  service,  as  reciuired  by  Kule  15  of  Practice,"  being  unnecessary, 
may  be  regarded  as  obiter  dictum. 


I 

I  rn 
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Bale  15,  referred  to,  has  no  reference  to  the  mode  or  manner  of  per- 
sonal service,  bat  relates  exclasively  to  the  manner  of  i^rot^in^  sach 
service,  and  says  that  it  '*  shall  be  (that  is,  'proof  of  service,  as  pre- 
scribed in  Bale  9,  shall  be)  the  written  acknowledgment  of  the  person 
served,  or  the  affidavit  of  the  person  who  served  the  notice  attached 
thereto,  stating  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  service." 

The  maaner  of  making  personal  service,  as  prescribed  in  Bale  9,  con- 
sists ^'  in  the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  each  person  to  be 
served."  That  this  service  has  been  so  made  can  be  proven  by  the 
written  acknowledgment  of  the  defendant  or  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
person  serving  him,  as  per  Bale  15.  This  acknowledgment  by  the  de- 
feadant,  ander  the  practice  that  obtains  in  nearly  all  courts  of  law,  is 
endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  notice,  or  a  copy  thereof,  and  dispenses 
with  the  retnrn  of  the  officer  serving  the  same.  This  is  the  kind  of 
written  acknowledgment  contemplated  by  Bale  15,  and  it  was  never 
contemplated  that  service  by  registered  letter  is  equivalent  to  personal 
service. 

The  distinction  is  clearly  recognized  in  Bale  17,  which  provides  that 
"  Notice  of  interlocutory  motiouB,  etc.,  may  be  served  personally  or  by 
registered  letter  through  the  mail." 

By  Bule  18  proof  of  service  by  mail  is  not  shown  by  the  receipt 
alone,  but  such  receipt  must  be  accompanied  by  '^tho  affidavit  of  the 
person  who  mailed  the  notice." 

In  the  case  of  William  W.  Waterhouse,  9  L.  D.,  131,  the  defendant 
was  a  nou -resident,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  notify  him  by  publica- 
tion. The  notice  was  not  published  for  the  proper  length  of  time,  bat 
it  having  been  shown  by  the  <<  return  card"  that  he  had  received  notice 
of  the  hearing  by  registered  letter — received  by  him  at  Oshkosh^  Wis- 
consin, the  land  being  in  Dakota — ^the  notice  was  held  sufficient. 

The  sending  of  notice  by  registered  letter  is  provided  for  where  notice 
is  given  by  publication  (see  Bule  14),  whereas  no  such  provision  is 
made  when  personal  service  is  required. 

This  case  is  not  parallel  with  the  one  at  bar,  nor  is  it  authority  for 
serving  a  resident  defendant  by  registered  letter;  neither  are  the  cases 
therein  cited. 

In  Growston  t?.  Seal,  5  L.  D.,  213,  the  defendant  was  a  non-resident* 

In  the  case  of  the  New  Orleans  Canal  and  Banking  Oompany  r.  State 
of  Louisiana,  cited  in  support  of  Waterhouse,  Bupra^  the  notice  under 
discussion  was  a  notice  of  appeal  and  not  of  contest,  and  the  Rules  of 
Practice  provide  for  serving  notice  of  appeal  by  registered  letter,  and 
in  that  case  it  was  merely  held  that  notice  sent  by  unregistered  letter 
was  sufficient,  when  receipt  of  such  unregistered  letter  was  admitt^ 
by  the  party  to  whom  it  was  sent  and  who  was  the  party  entitled  to 
notice. 

The  other  case  of  Ida  May  Taylor,  6  L.  D.,  107,  there  cited,  has  refer 
ence  to  notice  of  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  canceling  an  entry, 
notice  of  which  may  «lso  h^  made  through  the  mail. 
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While  notice  of  ioterlocntory  motions,  orders,  and  nearly  all  proceed- 
ings occarring  after  jurisdiction  is  once  obtained,  may  be  made  through 
the  mail,  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Rules  of  Practice  for  acquiring 
jurisdiction  over  resident  defendants  through  such  service.  Nor  in  my 
judgment  should  there  be. 

The  notice  of  contest  takes  the  place  of  a  writ  of  summons  in  common 
law  courts,  which  is  a  '<  due  process  of  law,"  without  which  no  man  may 
be  deprived  of  his  property.  This  writ  of  summons,  in  all  the  States 
to  which  my  research  has  extended,  is  required  to  be  served  by  a  sworn 
officer  of  the  law. 

This  Department  has  so  far  departed  from  this  general  rule  of  prac- 
tice as  to  allow  notice  of  contest  to  be  served  by  persons  other  than 
officers  of  the  law,  but  it  has  not  authorized  service  by  mail  of  a  writ 
which  confers  jurisdiction  to  deprive  a  defendant  of  all  his  property. 

Johnson  having  died,  before  he  was  served  with  notice,  the  local 
officers  obtained  no  jurisdiction  of  his  person.  There  being  no  action 
pending  at  his  death,  it  could  not  be  revived  against  his  heirs. 

It  follows  that  the  action  of  the  local  officers  was  right  in  allowing  a 
new  affidavit  to  be  filed,  making  his  heirs  and  successors  in  interest 
parties  defendant,  and  directing  notice  to  be  issued  against  them,  in 
compliance  with  the  Rules  of  Practice,  above  noted. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— COXFLIGTING  LIMITS-ADJUSTMENT. 

Ohicaoo,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Ry.  Co. 

The  definite  location  of  the  Northern  Pacific  road  did  not  take  effect  upon  lands 
within  the  previons  indemnity  withdrawal  made  nnder  the  act  of  May  5,  1864. 

Where  the  primary  limits' of  one  company  conflict  with  the  indemnity  limits  of  an- 
other, and  both  derive  their  grants  from  the  same  act,  the  former  is  entitled  to 
the  lands  in  question,  withoat  regard  to  priority  of  location  or  construction. 

The  second  proviso  in  section  5,  act  of  March  3,  1837,  applies  only  to  the  case  of 
lands,  which  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  had  been  settled  upon  after 
December  1,  1882,  by  parties  claiming  in  good  faith  a  right  to  enter  the  same 
under  the  settlement  laws,  in  ignorance  of  Che  rights  or  equities  of  others  in  the 
premises. 

In  the  final  adjustment  of  a  grant  the  Department  must  be  controlled  by  statutory 
authority,  and  can  not  depart  therefrom  to  protect  parties  claiming  rights  under 
an  alleged  purchase  from  the  company. 

Previous  instructions  for  the  restoration  of  indemnity  lands  modified,  and  directions 
given  for  the  disposition  of  applications  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  March  3, 
1887. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

19,  1890. 

On  February  12,  [11  j  1890,  I  approved  for  patent  lists  13,  14  and  15 
of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chicago,   St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
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Omaha  Railway  Coinpauy,  and  sent  them  to  you,  with  a  letter  of  instrac- 
tious  bearing  even  date,  10  L.  D.,  147.  Before  any  action  was  taken 
by  your  office  in  the  premises,  you  were  verbally  directed  to  return  said 
lists  and  letter  of  instructions  to  me :  which  wiis  accordingly  done.  The 
reasons  which  actuated  me  in  thus  suspending  action  as  above  stated, 
no  longer  exisiing  I  herewith  forward  to  you  said  lists  and  letter,  with 
directions  1o  carry  out  the  instructions  in  said  letter,  as  modified  herein. 
You  were  informed  that  this  action  closed  the  adjustment  of  the  con- 
gressional land  grants  for  the  benefit  of  said  road,  and  you  were  di- 
rected to  restore  to  the  public  domain  and  throw  open  to  settlement  the 
surplus  lands  theretofore  withdrawn  f.>r  indemnity  purposes,  under  the 
grants  for  said  road.    It  was  provided,  however,  that — 

the  order  of  restoration  shall  not  affect  rights  acquired  withia  the  primary  or  granted 
limits  of  any  other  congressional  grant;"  nor  'Hake  effect  or  be  so  constrnod  as 
to  authorize  the  acquisition  or  recognition  of  any  rights  to  said  lands  or  any  portion 
thereof  until  thirty  days  after  notice  thereof,  through  advertisement,  shall  have  been 
previously  giveu  by  the  officers  of  the  district  land  office. 

Afterwards  two  letters  were  received  from  you,  dated  respectively 
the  10th  and  L-4th  of  February  last«  in  relation  to  the  revocation  of  said 
withdrawal.  In  the  letter  of  the  10th,  which  was  received  after  mine  of 
the  12th  was  sent,  you  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  of  the  surplus 
lands  to  be  restored  a  portion  lie  within  the  fifteen  mile  or  indemnity 
limits  of  the  Omaha  grant,  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1856  (11  Stat.,  20), 
and  a  portion  within  the  twenty  miles  or  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant 
to  said  company  under  the  act  of  Mayo,  1864  (13  Stat.,  66);  and  that 
the  primary  limits  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Eailroad,  under  the  same 
grant  of  May  5,  1804,  supra^  and  the  primary  limits  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Eailroad  under  itvS  grant  of  July  2, 1864  (13  Stat.,  365),  in  regard 
to  portion  of  said  lands,  overlap  the  aforesaid  limits  of  the  Omaha  road; 
and  you  ilesire  a  determination  of  the  respective  rights  of  the  different 
roads  within  these  conflicting  or  overlapping  limits. 

Upon  particular  inquiry  at,  and  a  more  careful  examination  into  the 
matter  by,  the  Railroad  Division  of  your  office,  it  is  learned  that  there 
will  be  no  surplus  lands  within  the  fifteen  miles  limit  of  the  Omaha  road, 
which  are  covered  by  the  primary  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road— such  lands  having  been  dealt  with  in  the  adjustment  heretofore 
made.  But  there  are  lands  within  the  twenty  mile  limits  which  are 
covered  by  the  x>rimary  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  road,  as  8tate<l 
by  you. 

As  before  said,  the  Omaha  grant  was  made  May  5,  1864;  that  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  July  2,  1864;  and  the  indemnity  withdrawal  of  the 
Omaha  Company  was  made  February  28,  1866,  and  the  definite  location 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  on  July  2,  1882.  Consequently,  at  the  date  of 
the  definite  location,  the  lands  in  question  were  set  apart  by  executive 
order  for  the  indemnity  purposes  of  the  Omaha  grant.  And  the  ques 
tiou  is,  did  this  condition  except  them  from  the  operation  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  grant  ? 
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The  third  sectiou  of  Northern  Pacific  act  grauts  the  designated  sec- 
tion, on  each  side  of  the  railroad — 

whenever,  on  the  line  thereof,  the  United  States  have  fnll  title,  not  reserved,  sold, 
granted,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  and  free  from  pre-emption  or  other  ciaims  or 
rights,  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed  and  a  nlat  thereof  tiled  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  whenever,  prior  to 
gaid  time,  any  of  said  sections  shall  have  been  granted,  sold,  reserved,  occupied  by 
homestead  settlers,  or  pre-empted,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  other  lands  shall  be 
selected  by  said  company  in  lien  thereof,  etc. 

The  force  and  effect  of  an  executive  withdrawal,  for  indemnity  pur- 
poses under  one  grant,  in  excepting  lands  from  the  subsequent  attach- 
ment of  rights  under  another  grant,  have  been  fully  and  exhaustively 
discussed  by  this  Department  in  several  cases  arising  under  tliis  Omaha 
grant.  See  cases  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Ry.  Co., 
6L.  D.,  195;  Wisconsin  Central  li.  R.  Co.,  10  L.  D.,  63;  which  cases  are 
quoted  and  the  rulings  therein  concurred  in  by  Mr.  Justice  Harlan  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  the  unreported  case  of  the  Wisconsin  Central 
R.  R,  V,  Forsythe,  decided  last  September  in  the  U.  S.  circuit  court  for 
the  western  district  of  Wisconsin. 

In  pursuance  of  those  decisions,  I  must  hold  that  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion  were  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
"reserved"  and  "  otherwise  appropriated,"  and  consequently  excepted 
from  said  grant.  Therefore,  there  is  no  proper  conflict  with  rights  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  in  the  described  limits. 

With  regard  to  the  overlapping  limits  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Rail- 
road within  the  fifteen  miles  indemnity  limits  of  the  Omaha  road,  that 
question  was  definitely  decided  adversely  to  the  Central  Companj^  in 
the  cases  before  quoted,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything  more 
on  the  point. 

But  as  to  the  conflict  between  the  primarv  limits  of  the  Wisconsin 
Central  and  the  twenty  miles  indemnity  limits  of  the  Omaha  Company 
the  rule  is  different.  Both  companies  deriving  their  grant  from  the 
same  act,  the  Wisconsin  Central  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  land  in  ques- 
tion, without  regard  to  either  priority  of  location  or  construction.  This 
rule  is  well  settled.  See  St.  Paul  v.  Winona  R.  R.  Co.  112  U.  S.,  720- 
727 ;  Sioux  City  R.  R  Co.  i\  Chicago  Ry.  Co.,  117  U.  S.,  406-8. 

This  disposes  of  the  questions  in  relation  to  the  conflicts  described 
in  your  letter  of  the  10th  of  February. 

But  in  that  letter  and  the  one  four  days  later,  it  is  stated  that  a  large 
portion,  if  not  all,  of  the  surplus  laud  within  the  indemnity  limits  of 
the  Omaha  grant,  about  to  be  restored  to  the  public  domain,  is  "cov- 
ered by  claims  based  upon  settlements  made  during  the  last  year  or 
two,  growing  out  of  applications  to  enter,  presented  and  rejected  dur- 
ing that  period;"  and  that,  it  has  also  come  to  your  knowledge  "the 
company  had,  years  ago,  disposed  of  a  large  amount  of  these  lands," 
the  transferees  of  some  of  which  have  been  permitted  by  the  local 
officers  to  make  proof,  and  to  purchase  the  same,  under  the  prov'sions 
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-of  section  five  of  tbe  adjustment  act  of  M!arcli  3,  LS87  (24  Stat.,  557); 
against  some  of  which  purchases  protests  hare  been  filed  by  parties 
<;laiming  to  be  setUers. 

In  your  letter  of  February  14th,  you  also  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  departmental  instructions,  approving  the  final  adjustment  of 
the  Omaha  grant  and  directing  the  restoration  of  the  surplus  land  to 
the  public  domain,  made  no  provision  for  the  protection  of  purchasers 
from  the  company  under  said  section  and  act ;  and  you  invite  attention 
to  the  conflicts  likely  to  arise  between  the  claims  of  such  purchasers 
^nd  those  of  parties  claiming  as  settlers,  subsequent  to  December  1, 
1882,  under  the  second  proviso  of  said  section.  And  in  this  connection 
the  question  is  asked,  '^  does  the  last  proviso  of  the  section  include  set- 
tlements made  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and,  if  so,  might  it  not 
defeat  the  object  of  the  section  entirely  ?" 

The  section  and  proviso  referred  to  are  as  follows : 

That  where  any  naid  coiiipaDy  shall  have  sold  to  citizens  of  the  Uuit«d  States,  or  to 
persous  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  Huch  citizens,  as  a  part  of  its 
grant,  lands  not  conveyed  to  or  for  the  use  of  such  company,  said  lands  being  the 
numbered  sections  prescribed  in  the  grant,  and  being  cotorminous  'with  the  con- 
«tructed  parts  of  said  road,  and  where  the  lauds  so  sold  art'  for  any  reason  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  grant  to  said  company,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  bona  tide 
purchaser  thereof  from  said  company  to  make  payment  to  the  United  States  for  said 
lands  at  the  ordinary  government  price  for  like  lands,  and  thereupon  patents  shall 
issue  therefor  to  the  said  bona  fide  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns :  Provided^  That 
all  lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  this  section  which  at  the  date  of 
such  sales  were  in  the  bona  fide  occupation  of  adverse  claimants  under  the  pre-emp* 
tion  or  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  clai-ns  and  occupation  have 
not  since  been  voluntarily  abandoned,  as  to  which  excepted  lands  the  said  pre-emp- 
tion and  homestead  claimants  shall  be  permitted  to  perfect  their  ])roofs  and  entries 
and  receive  patents  therefor:  Provided  farther^  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
lands  settled  upon  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty  two,  by  persons  claiming  to  enter  the  same  under  the  settlement  laws  of  the 
United  States,  as  to  which  lands  the  parties  claiming  the  same  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
entitled  to  prove  up  and  enter  as  in  other  like  cases. 

If  the  language  of  this  proviso  is  to  be  taken  literally  it  would  dom- 
inate the  whole  section,  and  being  repugnant  to  the  other  provisions 
would  make  the  section  inconsistent  witli  and  destructive  of  itself.  The 
purview  and  scope  of  the  section  is,  (1)  to  protect  such  as  were  in  the 
bonafiiU  occupation,  under  the  settlement  laws,  of  lands  of  tbe  charac- 
ter  described,  at  the  time  the  same  were  sold  by  the  company,  and 
which  occupants,  if  they  have  not  voluntarily  abandoned  their  claims, 
it  is  expressly  declared  are  to  be  allowed  to  perfect  proofs  and  re- 
•ceive  patents;  and  (2)  if  there  are  no  such  settlers  or  claimants,  then 
dona  fide  purchasers  from  the  company  on  paying  the  price  to  the 
government  are  to  receive  patents.  But  the  second  proviso,  if  literally 
accepted,  changes  all  this,  and  declares  that  said  section  shall  not 
apply  to  lands  "  settled  upon  ^  subsequent  to  December  1,  1882.  So 
that  if,  after  adjustment  of  a  railroad  grant  it  is  found  that  surplus 
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lauds  are  in  the  occupation  of  claimants  who  were  there  prior  to  De- 
cember, 1882,  and  had  remained  continually  iu  possession,  their  claims 
could  be  defeated  by  other  settlers  who  might  go  upon  the  land  after 
1882.  And  the  same  would  be  true  as  to  parties  who  purchase  from 
the  company  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  other  claimant  to  the  land  in 
'Question,  and  who  might  have  extensive  improvements  thereon.  In- 
■deed,  that  proviso,  literally  taken,  would  be  an  invitation  to  parties 
to  settle  upon  such  lauds  at  any  time  in  the  future,  aud  thereby  defeat 
the  equities  of  prior  claimants. 

I  can  not  bring  myself  to  believe  that  Congress  inteuded  to  legislate 
to  such  an  end.  The  proviso  here  should  be  treated  as  in  the  nature 
of  a  saving  clause,  restricting  in  certain  cases  only  the  operation  of  the 
more  general  language  of  the  preceding  clauses  of  the  section.  In 
euch  a  case  '<  The  true  principle  undoubtedly  is,  that  the  souud  inter- 
pretation and  meaning  of  the  statute,  on  a  view  of  the  enacting  clause 
and  proviso,  taken  and  construed  together,  is  to  prevail."  1  Kent  Com. 
463,  note  ''  a."  And  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Dickson,  15 
Peters,  141-165,  the  supreme  court  say : 

We  are  led  to  the  general  rule  of  law  which  has  always  prevailed,  and  become  con- 
secrated almost  as  a  maxim  in  the  interpretation  of  statutes,  that  where  the  enact- 
ing clause  is  general  In  its  lan^^uage  and  objects,  and  a  proviso  is  afterwards  intro- 
duced, that  proviso  is  construed  strictly,  aud  takes  no  case  out  of  the  enacting  clause 
which  does  not  fall  fairly  within  its  terms.  In  short,  a  proviso  carves  special  ex- 
•ceptions  only  out  of  the  enacting  clause,  and  those  who  set  up  any  such  exception 
must  establish  it  as  being  within  the  words  as  well  as  within  the  reason  thereof. 

The  whole  scope  of  the  act  in  questiou  is  undoubtedly  remedial. 
-**  Its  intent  is  to  relieve  from  loss  settlers  and  bona  fide  purchasers, 
who,  through  the  erroneous  or  wrongful  disposition  of  the  lands  in  the 
grants,  by  the  officers  of  the  government  or  by  the  railroads,  have  lost 
their  rights  or  acquired  equities  which  in  justice  should  be  recognized." 
Opinion  of  Attorney  General,  6  L.  D.,  272. 

Applying  these  rules  of  construction  and  keeping  in  view  the  scope 
of  the  act,  as  above  stated  by  the  Attorney  Greneral,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  said  proviso  applies  only  to  the  case  of  lands,  which  at  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  had  been  •'settled  upon''  subsequent  to  De- 
<5ember  1,  1882,  by  parties  claiming  in  good  faith  a  right  to  enter  the 
same  under  the  settlement  laws,  in  ignorance  of  the  rights  or  equities 
of  others  in  the  premises.  Such  parties  the  law  was,  in  my  opinion, 
intended  to  protect :  not  those  who  may  endeavor  at  any  time  after 
December  1, 1882,  to  "jump"  the  claim  of  another  under  pretense  of 
an  intention  to  enter  the  same;  or  who,  iu  violation  of  the  law  which 
authorizes  the  placing  of  lands  in  railroad  limits  under  reservation,  for 
the  purpose  of  effectuating  the  grant,  invade  the  reservation  in  an  effort 
to  obtain  precedence  over  other  and  law-abiding  citizens.  Such  in- 
vaders can  not  be  regarded  as  acting  in  good  faitb. 

In  your  letter  of  February  14th  it  is  suggested  that  a  time  be  fixed 
within  which  purchasers  under  said  act  should  be  required  to  come  for- 
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ward,  make  proof  and  otherwise  comply  with  the  requirements  thereof. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  my  authority,  in  the  administration  of  the  law^ 
to  make  such  a  requirement,  and  approve  of  your  suggestion  to  that 
effect. 

Accordingly  the  order  heretofore  issued  on  February  12,  1890,  di- 
recting the  restoration  of  the  surplus  lands  heretofore  withdrawn  for 
indemnity  purposes  of  the  Omaha  grant,  is  modified  so  as  to  extend  the 
time  when  said  restoration  is  to  take  effect  until  after  ninety  days^ 
notice  thereof,  through  advertisement,  shall  have  been  previously  given 
by  the  district  land  officers,  which  advertisement  shall  also  contain  a 
notice  to  parties  claiming  as  purchasers  under  said  act,  requiring  them 
to  come  forward  during  said  period  of  ninety  days,  submit  their  proof, 
and  make  payment,  in  pursuance  of  the  requirements  of  the  official  cir- 
cular of  February  13,  1889  (8  L.  D.,  348-351) ;  and  that  a  failure  to  sub- 
mit proof  and  payment  within  the  time  named  would  be  treated  as  a 
waiver  of  claim  ;  all  land  not  so  claimed  to  be  subject  to  entry  under 
the  settlement  laws  by  the  first  legal  applicant  at  the  expiration  of  the 
aforesaid  period  of  ninety  days. 

In  the  case  of  those  parties  who,  you  say,  have  been  allowed  by  the 
local  officers  to  make  proof  and  purchase  im providently,  that  is,  prior 
to  the  "final"  adjustment  of  this  grant,  they  should  be  notified  that 
they  will  be  required  to  give  a  new  notice,  under  the  circular,  within 
the  prescribed  period,  and  if,  at  the  proper  time,  no  adverse  clainmut 
appears,  then  the  proof  heretofore  submitted,  if  otherwise  correct,  may 
be  accepted.  Notice  should  also  be  given  to  those  parties  who  have 
made  applications  to  enter  any  portions  of  said  lands  that  such  appli- 
cations, whilst  the  lands  were  in  a  state  of  reservation,  conferred  upon 
them  no  right  to  the  lands  applied  for;  that  all  such  applications  have 
been  rejected,  and  that  upon  the  date  mentioned  in  the  notice  all  the 
restored  lands  will  be  thrown  open  to  entry  without  regard  to  said 
applications. 

On  November  22,  1890,  Messrs.  B.  A.  Shores,  H.  C.  Henry  and  H, 
F.  Batch  filed  here  a  petition,  with  a  number  of  exhibits,  seeking  the 
interposition  of  this  Department  to  protect  them  in  certain  asserted 
rights  and  protesting  against  the  proposed  action  of  the  Department 
in  throwing  open  to  settlement  and  entry  certain  lands  to  which  the 
petitioners  claim  a  right. 

From  said  petition  and  papers  it  appears  that  an  agreement  was 
made  in  February,  1884,  between  the  Omaha  and  the  Wisconsin  Cen- 
tral railroad  companies  in  relation  to  the  overlapping  limits  of  their 
respective  grants,  wherein  it  was  stipulated  that  "the  Central  Company 
shall  have"  certain  laud?,  among  which  are  described,  in  item  2 :  **  all 
that  part  of  the  four  mile  strip  outside  of  the  six  mile  of  Omaha,  and 
within  the  ten  mile  limic  of  the  Central  Compan}'  grant,  and  within 
township  45,  4G  and  47  ranges  4  and  5  west."^ 

It  was  further  stipulated  that  tlie  Omaha  Company  was  to  apply 
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to  the  State  for  patents  to  the  described  lauds,  and,  oo  obtaining  the 
same,  was  to  execute  and  deliver  a  quit  claim  deed  therefor  to  Henry 
¥,  Spencer.  It  is  not  alleged,  nor  does  it  appear  that  said  patents  were 
issued;  but  what  purports  to  be  a  deed  from  said  company  to  Spencer 
is  filed,  dated  April  15, 1881,  and  conveying  to  him  the  land  in  question 
*^  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  other  valuable  considera- 
tions." Copies  of  other  deeds  are  produced  conveying  said  lands  from 
Spencer  to  the  petitioners.  It  is  further  stated  that  the  Omah^  Com- 
pany, having  constructed  its  road,  earned  the  lands  in  question,  in- 
<^luded  the  same  in  lists  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  as  of  its 
panted  lands ;  but  for  some  unknown  reason  said  lists  were  subse- 
quently canceled,  so  that  no  patent  will  be  issued  by  the  United  States 
to  the  Omaha  company  for  said  lands,  but  it  is  proposed  to  throw  the 
same  open  for  settlement  and  entry.  All  of  which,  it  is  alleged,  will 
•do  the  petitioners  great  wrong  and  injustice;  audit  is  asked  that  a 
patent,  in  due  form  of  law,  may  be  issued  for  said  lands  to  the  Omaha 
<3ompany,  or  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  its  use  and  benefit,  in  order  to 
perfect  the  record  evidence  of  petitioners'  title  to  the  described  tracts 
•of  laud. 

The  "strip"  of  land  above  described  and  claimed  to  have  been  pur- 
•chased,  is  situated  east  of  the  branch  line  of  the  Omaha  company  out- 
side of  the  six  miles  limits  of  its  grant  under  the  act  of  1856  but  within 
the  additional  four  miles  limit  under  the  grant  of  1864,  and  is  also 
within  the  ten  miles  limit  of  the  Central  company  under  the  last  act. 
Being  thus  within  the  lapping  limits  of  two  grants  made  by  the  same 
act,  at  the  lime  of  the  alleged  contra^.'t  between  the  two  companies,  it 
was  evidently  supposed  that  each  was  entitled  to  one  undivided  moiety 
of  said  lands,  and  that,  as  usual,  a  patent  for  the  whole  would  be  issued 
to  the  State  which  would  make  division  between  the  companies.  The 
<5ontract,  then,  seems  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
amicable  and  just  division  of  said  lands  between  the  parties  entitled; 
and  in  listing  the  lands  within  the  granted  limits,  it  was  proper  that 
the  Omaha  company  should  claim  each  of  the  designated  sections,  of 
which  it  supposed  it  was  entitled  to  the  undivided  half,  being  then 
without  authority  of  law  to  pick  out  particular  tracts  as  its  one  half 
of  the  grant.  But  when  afterwards  that  grant  came  before  this  De- 
partment for  adjustment,  and  it  was  held  in  effect,  as  shown  in  the 
cases  heretofore  cited,  that  the  Wisconsin  Central  could  not  go  within 
fifteen  miles  of  the  Omaha  roa<l  for  any  lands  whatever,  because  the 
lands  within  those  limits  were  reserved  from  the  Central  grant,  a  <liff«T- 
^ut  condition  from  the  ordinary  lapping  of  the  granted  limits  of  two 
roads  under  the  same  grant  was  presented ;  audit  was  held,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  the  Omaha  company  was  only  entitled  to  the 
one  undivided  half  of  the  lands  within  said  granted  limits,  and  that  the 
other  half  belonged  to  the  government.  Therefore  it  being  impossible 
to  issue  for  the  benefit  of  said  company  a  patent  for  an  undivided 
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moiety  of  said  lands,  or  patent  to  the  State  for  the  whole  for  the  joint 
benefit  of  said  company  and  the  United  States,  it  became  necessary  to 
reject  the  former  lists,  presented  by  the  company,  and  to  require  it  to 
specify  particular  tracts,  which  in  the  aggregate  would  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  lands  within  its  granted  limits  so  that  patents  conveying 
full  title  to  the  same  might  be  issued  therefor. 

The  a<ijustment  has  been  made  on  these  principles;  lists  have  been 
prepared  and  approved  for  patent,  and  the  adjustment  is  practically 
closed.  It  is  not  perceived  there  is  anything  improper  in  the  mode 
adopted,  or  that  any  wrong  has  been  done  to  the  petitioners  for  which 
the  government  is  in  any  way  responsible.  If  they  have  thought  proper 
to  purchase  lands  to  which  they  supposed  the  coDipauy  was  entitled, 
and  now  find  themselves  mistaken,  the  United  States  is  not  to  blame. 
It  has  administered  and  adjusted  said  land  grant  in  accordance  with 
the  law  and  contract  under  which  it  was  made,  and  can  not  undertake 
now  to  open  the  same  to  gratify  the  views  or  protect  the  rights  of  per- 
sons who  may  see  therein  a  remote  or  resulting  injury  to  themselves. 
However  much  it  might  be  desired  that  all  parties  should  be  protected 
and  exact  justice  done,  those  charged  with  the  adjustment  of  the  grant 
are  officers  of  the  law,  who  can  not  deviate  from  its  rule  because  obe- 
dience thereto  may  seemingly  inflict  individual  hardships. 

Had  the  Department  been  aware  of  the  truth  of  the  matters  stated 
in  the  petition  before  the  adjustment  of  the  grant,  it  is  hardly  probable 
that  it  would  have  required  the  Omaha  company  to  list  and  take  patents 
for  the  described  land,  in  order  to  force  it  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of 
its  contract  with  the  Central  company.  For  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment thus  to  go  outside  of  their  legitimate  duties  to  settle  disputes  and 
enforce  contracts  between  ])arties  to  which  the  United  States  is  in  no 
way  privy,  would  be  entering  upon  an  undertaking  of  more  rast  pro- 
portions than  the  business  of  the  government  itself.  The  questions  and 
complications  of  law  aud  facts  incident  to  such  an  inquiry  would  be 
endleSvS,  and,  as  probably  the  railroad  conpany  has  solil,  or  contracted 
to  sell,  other  lands,  more  perhaps  than  it  will  receive  patents  for,  if  the 
door  is  thrown  open  un  lor  the  present  application  doubtless  other  peti- 
tioners would  set  up  like  claims  with  equal  or  even  greater  equities^ 
and  the  executive  department,  organized  for  the  administration  of  the 
public  laws,  would  be  converted  into  a  tribunal  for  passing  upon,  deter- 
mining and  enforcing  private  rights. 

It  may  be  tiuit  these  parties  are  amply  protected  in  their  purchases 
by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  January  13, 1881  (21  Stat.,  315),  or  of 
March  3, 1887  (24  Stat.,  556),  if  they  choose  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  that  end. 

Bat,  without  expressing  an  opinion  on  that  subject,  which  I  am  not 
now  called  upon  to  do,  I  am  clear  in  my  convictions  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  should  be  rejected,  which  is  accordingly  done,  and  of 
which  you  will  notify  ihein,  and  file  the  i)etition  which  is  sent  to  you 
for  that  purpose. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT-IXDEMXITY— TVITHDRAWAL-SUSPEXSIOX  OF  PRO- 

CEEDINGS. 

Wisconsin  Central  R.  R.  Co.  (On  Review). 

r 

The  lands  reserved  by  executive  order  for  indemnity  purposes  under  the  grant  of 
June  3,  1856,  are  excluded  by  express  terms  from  the  grant  made  by  section  :^  of 
the  act  of  May  5,  18B4 ;  and  the  lands  so  withdrawn  and  reserved,  but  not  re- 
({uired  as  indemnity,  do  not  become  subject  to  the  latter  grant  on  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  former. 

Application  for  suspension  of  action  under  the  departmental  decision  of  January  24^. 
1890,  pending  judicial  proceedings  denied. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  December- 
Id,  1890. 

On  October  15, 1888,  your  office  held  for  caDcellation  certain  lists  ot 
land  presented  by  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Company  and  claimed 
as  part  of  its  granted  lands  under  the  act  of  May  5, 1864  (13  Stat.,  G6)» 
From  said  cancellation  the  company  appealed;  and,  on  January  34^ 
1890,  the  action  of  j'our  office  was  approved  by  this  Department  (10  L, 
D.,  63).  On  May  17,  1890,  the  said  company  filed  here  a  petition  setting 
forth  that  the  lauds  listed  as  above  are  valuable  for  the  timber  thereon^ 
are  adjacent  to,  and  one  tract  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Ashland^ 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin ;  that  petitioner,  relying  upon  its  supposed 
title  thereto,  has  sold  and  conveyed  divers  portions  of  said  lands ;  that 
petitioner  has  instituted  cases  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the 
western  division  of  Wisconsin  aga'.nst  William  O.  Forsy the  and  others^ 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  judicial  determination  of  its  rights  to 
the  lands  in  question;  that  a  decision  is  expected  at  the  June  term,. 
1890,  of  said  court,  when  it  is  expected  that  Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  of  the 
United  States  supreme  court,  will  be  present  and  preside.  Wherefore,, 
in  view  of  the  complications  which  may  arise,  if  the  lands  in  question 
are  thrown  open  to  the  public  before  title  to  the  same  shall  be  settled 
atid  rtdjudicated  in  the  court,  the  great  embarrassment,  confusion  and 
ultimate  loss  which  will  occur  to  parties  settling  thereon  under  the  land 
laws,  should  the  right  and  title  thereto  be  determined  to  be  in  the  com- 
pany under  its  grant,  it  is  asked  that  no  action  be  taken  by  the  Depart- 
ment looking:  to  the  restoration  of  said  lands  to  the  public  domain,  and 
making  them  subject  to  settlement  and  entry,  until  said  cases  or  some 
of  them  may  be  determined,  and  rights  definitely  ascertained  in  rcvSpect 
to  the  same. 

The  lands  here  referred  to  are  those  within  the  overlapping  limits  of 
the  Omaha  Railway  grant  and  that  of  the  said  Wisconsin  Central  Com- 
pany. 

On  June  2,  1890,  the  attorney  for  the  Wisconsin  Central  filed  here  a 
supplemental  petition,  setting  forth  reasons  why  in  its  judgment  the 
lands  in  question  should  be  awarded  to  it,  and  why  no  action  should  be 
taken  under  the  departmental  decision,  until  the  courts  shall  have 
passed  upon  the  issues  involved. 


616  DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS, 

Inasmuch  as  this  last  paper  sets  forth  reasons  why  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion should  be  awarded  to  the  Central  Company,  after  the  Department 
had  decided  in  10th  L.  D.,  that  said  lands  should  not  be  awarded  to 
that  company,  the  application,  to  that  extent,  is  a  motion  for  review; 
and  not  having  been  filed  within  the  time  required  by  the  rules  might 
toe  properly  disregarded. 

One  of  the  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  the  review  is,  that  it  having 
been  announced  in  10'  L.  D.,  147,  that  the  Omaha  grann  had  been 
finally  adjusted  and  fully  satisfied,  and  that  surplus  lands  were  left 
after  said  adjustment  and  satisfaction,  the  grant  of  1864  in  favor  of  the 
■Central  Company  is  now  clearly  operative  upon  said  surplus  lands,  and 
in  fact  has  been  all  the  time,  to  the  extent  that  they  might  not  be 
•required  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Omaha  Company. 

The  case  of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Eailroad  Company  v.  Forsythe, 
before  referred  to,  was  tried  at  the  June  term  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  western  district  of  Wisconsin,  but  has  not  yet 
been  reported.  On  September  15, 1890,  Mr.  Justice  Harlan  delivered 
the  opinion  in  that  case,  which  was,  in  effect,  an  appeal  to  the  court 
from  the  previous  decisions  of  this  Department  in  respect  to  the  Omaha 
grants  and  the  grant  to  this  company  and  their  relations  to  each  other. 
In  an  exhaustive  opinion,  the  whole  subject,  in  all  its  aspects,  was  dis^ 
-cussed,  the  dej)artmeutal  decisions  quoted,  and  the  views  therein  ex- 
pressed were  concurred  in.  The  point  here  presented,  as  to  the  right 
of  the  Central  Company  to  the  surplus  lands,  after  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Omaha  grant,  was  pressed  in  that  case  and  was  fully  answered  by 
Justice  Harlan,  in  his  opinion,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  me,  a8 
follows : 

Another  contention  upon  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  that,  even  conceding  that  the 
lands  in  dispute  were  reserved  by  virtue  of  their  being  withdrawn  prior  to  1H64  for 
indemnity  purpoHes,  yet  as  the  object  for  which  the  withdrawal  wa;}  made,  namely, 
to  supply  deficieuciea  in  the  place  limits  of  the  Bayfield  road,  were  fully  Hatinfied 
(before  the  defendant  made  his  entry),  by  the  final  adjustment  of  the  land  grant  for 
the  Omaha  road,  the  lands,  so  withdrawn,  would  be  affected  by  the  granting  clause 
in  the  third  Kect  ion  of  the  act,  and  so  become  and  be  the  property  of  the  Central 
Company  under  that  section.  This  view  is  in  opposition  to  many  adjudged  case.-. 
Whatever  force  it  might  have  in  the  case  of  two  contemporaneous  grants  to  different 
companies,  covering  the  same  land,  in  neither  of  which  an  exception  was  made  of 
lands  ''  reserved  to  the  United  States/'  it  can  have  no  application  where,  as  in  the 
present  case,  the  statute  expressly  reserves  and  excludes  from  its  operation  any  and 
all  lands  so  reserved.  If  these  lands  were  reserved  when  the  act  of  1864  was  passed, 
they  certainly  were  not  granted  by  the  third  section  of  that  act  to  the  Central  road 
and  could  not  get  into  the  grant  to,  and  become  the  property  of  the  Central  Com- 
pany, by  reason  simply  of  their  not  being  required  for  the  adjustment  of  a  different 
grant  made  for  another  road.    This  view  is  illustrated  by  several  cases. 

And  the  cases  of  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  v.  Dunmeyer  113  U.  S.,  ♦i^O, 
Bnllard  v.  Des  Moines  R.  R.,  122  U.  S.,  167-176,  and  Hastings,  and  Da- 
kota Ry.  r.  Whitney,  132  U.  S.,  357,  were  quoted  in  support. 
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After  (Uscussing  auotber  quentiou,  tbe opinion  continues: 

It  was  stated  at  the  bar  that  the  decisiou  of  this  case  and  two  other  cases  in  eject- 
ment, tried  at  the  same  time  and  depending  upon  the  same  facts,  would  indirectly 
affect  the  title  to  large  tracts  of  laud,  in  the  same  situation  as  the  particular  lands 
here  in  dispute,  and  which  have  been  heretofore  Bold  in  good  faith,  by  the  Central 
Company,  to  bona  tide  purchasers  in  the  belief  that  they  were  embraced  in  the  grant 
in  the  third  section  of  tbe  act  of  May  5,  1864,  and  not  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
that  act  by  the  sixth  section  relating  to  lands  reserved  to  the  United  States ;  and  that 
a  decision  in  favor  of  the  defendant  in  the  x)resent  case  would  produce  great  con- 
fusion and  trouble  among  such  purchasers.  In  view  of  this  statement  the  court  has 
felt  it  to  be  its  duty  to  embody  in  this  opinion  all  the  material  facts  shown  in  evi- 
dence, and  to  state  fully  the  grounds  upon  which  its  conclusion  rests.  That  con- 
■clusion  is : 

That  the  lands  in  dispute  were  not  granted  by  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of 
the  road  mentioned  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  May  5,  1804,  and  that  the  grant 
for  the  benetit  of  the  railroad  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  line  from  tbe  St.  Croix 
River  or  Lake  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  and  extending  to  Bayfield,  de- 
scribed in  the  lirst  section  of  that  act,  having  betsn  fully  adjusted  by  the  United 
States  with  the  only  company  that  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  last  named 
grant,  the  lauds  in  dispute  became  part  of  tbe  public  domain,  in  virtue  of  the  orders 
bubsequently  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  were  thereafter  opened  to 
entry  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws  of  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  this  clear  exposition  of  tbe  law  l>v  so  eminent  a  jurist, 
and  my  own  convictions,  I  am  not  peisuaded  by  the  theorj'  of  counsel 
to  reverse  the  former  decisions  of  the  Department  in  this  case. 

That  portion  of  the  application  which  askstiuit  the  lands  in  question 
be  retained  in  reservation  until  the  ti'ial  adjudication,  by  the  courts, 
•of  the  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  Central  Company,  raises  a  ques- 
tion of  administrative  policy;  upon  the  full  consideration  whereof,  I 
am  not  disposed  to  accede  to  the  request  made. 

The  iiiatter  of  the  rights  of  the  ^>maha  and  Central  Companies  under 
their  respective  grants,  and  their  relations  to  each  other,  has  been  the 
subject  of  consideration  and  reconsideration  by  this  Department  for  a 
number  of  ye^irs.  My  predecessor,  Secretary,  now  Mr.  Justice,  Lamar 
gave  them  a  most  careful  examination,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  opinions 
in  6  L.  D-,  190,  and  1*J5.  My  own  decision  in  10  L.  D.,  63,  was  made 
after  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  subject,  and  I  have  no  doubt  about 
its  correctness;  and  it  is  now  re-inforced  by  that  of  so  eminent  a  jurist 
as  Mr.  Justice  Harlan.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  it  would  be  unwise,  if  not  a  grave  dereliction  of 
•duty,  to  interfere  with  the  regular  course  of  administration  by  retain- 
ing in  reservation,  for  an  in.leflnite  period,  some  200,000  acres  of  land, 
which  my  predecessor,  myself,  and  Mr.  Justice  Ilarlan  have  held  to  be 
public  lands,  and  ought  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement  and  entry.  If 
such  action  should  be  taken  in  the  present  instance,  it  is  not  seen  how 
it  could  well  be  refused,  where  any  claim  is  set  up  to  a  tract  of  land. 
Any  one,  claiming  rights  as  a  settler  or  entryman,  which  have  been 
parsed  upon  adversely  by  this  Dei)artment,  would  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  the  particular  tract  claimed  by  him  should  be  held  in  reser- 
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vatioii  until  he  had  his  rights  finally  adjudicated  by  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States. 

The  application  of  the  Central  Company  is  denied,  of  which  you  will 
inform  it;  ami  the  papers  relating  thereto  are  herewith  sent  you. 


PRACTICE— REHEARIXG- NEWLY  DISCOVERED  EVIDENCE. 

McKiNNis  V.  State  of  Oregon. 

An  applicatiou  for  rehearing  on  the  grouinl  of  ne\rly  discovered  evidence  slionM   be 

supported  by  the  affidavits  of  the  persons  by  whom  the  applicuat  ex(>ectH  to 

prove  the  aUeged  additional  facts. 
A  rehearing  will  not  be  granted  on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence  where 

due  dili<;ence  is  not  shown  in  making  known  the  alleged  discovery  and  taking 

action  thereon. 
The  failure  of  the  applicant's  attorney  to  properly  conduct  the  case  does  not  furnish 

ground  for  a  rehearing.  • 
Where  the  local  office,  the  General  Land  Office,  aud  the  Department,  concur  in  a  find* 

ing  of  fact,  and  that  fact  is  the  only  issue  in  the  case,  a  very  strong  and  clear 

showing  is  required  to  justify  a  reversal  of  said  decisions  on  review. 

Secretary,  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

20,  1890. 

Charles  McKinnis  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  departmental  de- 
cision of  March  31,  1890,  in  the  case  of  said  McKinnis  v.  The  State  of 
Oregon,  involving  the  E.  ^  of  the  SVV,  ^  of  Sec.  8,  and  the  R.  i  of  the 
NW.  i  of  Sec.  17,  T.  41  S.,  R.  25  E.,  Willamette  Meridian,  Lakeview 
land  district,  Oregon. 

The  sole  question  in  issue  is  whether  the  tract  in  question  is  swamp- 
land within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  acts  of  September  28,  1850  (9 
Stat.,  519)  and  March  12,  18G0  (12  Stat,  3). 

McKinnis  otlVred  his  declaratory  statement  June  23, 1885,  but  it  was 
refuse<l  by  the  local  officers  because  the  tract  therein  described  had  pre- 
viously (January  6,  1883,)  been  included  in  a  list  of  selections  of  swamp- 
lands  filed  by  said  State.  McKinnis  thereupon  filed  affidavit  of  contest ; 
a  hearing  was  had ;  and  on  the  evidence  adduced  the  local  officers 
decided  (August  13,  1886,)  that  the  tract  was  swamp-land.  McKinnis 
appealed  to  your  office,  which  (January  2, 1889,)  affirmed  the  decision 
of  the  local  officers.  He  then  appealed  to  the  Department,  which,  after 
a  careful  examination  of  the  voluminous  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing^ 
on  March  31,  1890  {supra)^  affirmed  the  decision  of  your  office. 

The  sole  ground  of  review  is  that  of  newly  discovered  evidence. 
Accompanying  the  application  are  a  number  of  affidavits  embodying 
said  evidence — sworn  to  by  Woodson  Garrard,  Thomas  Wheeler,  David 
Lodge,  Peter  Peterson,  R.  C.  Clark,  and  Filander  Bonnom. 

Besides  those  above  named,  the  applicant  refers  to  P.  H.  Dolan  and 
Henry  Coleman,  as  persons  whose  residence  he  has  but  recently  dis- 
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covered,  and  who  would,  if  a  re-hearing  were  allowed,  testify  to  the 
eft'ect  that  the  laud  is  not  swamp  in  character. 

An  affidavit  of  an  applicant  as  to  what  some  witness  would  testify  if 
called  upon,  does  not  furnish  sufficient  ground  for  review.  In  view  of 
the  rule  that  "such  affidavits  after  judgment,  are  to  be  received  with 
great  caution,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  apt  to  encourage  fraud  ^ 
(Caledonia  Mining  Company  v,  Rowen,  2  L.  D.,  720  ;  Thorpe  v,  McWil- 
liams,  3  L.  D.,  344),  far  less  weight  should  be  given  where  no  affidavits  are 
filed  from  the  parties  whose  testimony  is  relied  upon  to  reverse  the  <leci8- 
ion,  the  only  affidavit  being  that  of  the  applicant,  alleging  what  they 
would  testify  if  called  upon.  The  motion  and  affidavit  of  an  applicant 
must  be  "  sup]>orted  by  the  affidavits  of  the  persons  by  whom  he  expects 
to  prove  the  same''  (Swansou  v,  Anderson,  on  review,  December27. 1889 — 
not  reported).  "A  statement  of  what  an  ap))licant  expects  to  be  able 
to  prove  is  no  ground  for  review  "  (Cobby  v.  Fox,  10  L.  D.,  483).  This 
disposes  of  so  much  of  applicant's  ftiotion  as  refers  to  said  Dolan  and 
Coleman. 

The  applicant  in  his  affidavit  states: 

That  he  had  ao  kiio\vlerl«xe  that  he  ooiild  prove  the  facts  he  uow  expects  to  prove 
by  said  Thomas  Wheel«r  until  on  or  about  thu  23d  of  September,  ISSB;  that  he  had 
no  knowied|<e  that  he  could  prove  the  facts  he  now  expects  to  prove  by  P.  H.  D.)lan 
until  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  October,  IS'iQ ;  tliat  he  had  no  kuowrledgo  thai  he 
conld  prove  the  facts  that  he  now  expects  to  prove  bv  Henry  Coleman  until  on  or 
about  the  10th  daj'  of  May,  1887 ;  that  he  had  no  knowled;;e  that  he  could  prove  the 
facts  he  uow  expects  t4)  prove  by  K.  C.  Clark  until  September  22,  1S90  ;  that  he  had 
no  knowledcre  that  he  could  prove  the  facts  he  now  expects  to  prove  by  Fi lander 
Bonnom  until  the  first  day  of  October,  lf?90. 

The  above  showing  does  not  indicate  "due  diligence"  in  making 
known  to  your  office  or  to  the  Department  the  facts  which  he  now 
acknowleilges  he  knew  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  1887.  Be- 
tween that  date  and  March  31,  1890 — the  date  of  the  departmental 
decision  complained  of — he  allowed  two  and  a  half  years  to  elapse,  and 
nut  until  after  said  decision  against  him  was  rendered  did  he  give  any 
intimation  that  he  had  in  reserve  valuable  evidence  having  a  bearing 
on  his  case.  Such  evidence  can  not  now  be  considered  as  *'  newly  dis 
covered  evidence."  To  grant  a  rehearing  upon  the  basis  of  such  evi- 
dence would  encourage  the  trial  of  cases  by  piecemeal,  and  allow  a 
party  to  keep  back  his  most  conclusive  proof  for  an  emergency — a  course 
which  would  be  unjust  to  the  opposing  party,  and  a  practice  not  toler- 
ated ill  courts  of  law. 

McKinnis  alleges  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  evidence  herein  re- 
ferred to  would  have  been  offered  at  the  hearing,  or  placed  before  the 
Department  at  an  earlier  date,  but  for  the  failure  of  his  counsel  to  per- 
form his  duty ;  *^  that  his  counsel  in  Oregon  has  seemingly  retarded  his 
case,  and  obstructed  rather  than  aided  and  assisted  him  in  getting  the 
case  before  the  Department  in  due  time  and  proper  form."  But  the  fact 
"  that  applicant's  attorney  did  not  conduct  the  case  as  skilfully  as  it 
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might  have  beeu  con*! acted  attbrds  no  ground  for  review  or  rehearing** 
(Cobby  V.  Fox,  10  L.  D.,  483). 

There  remain,  as  proper  to  be  considered  by  the  Department  in  coo- 
uectiou  with  the  motion  for  review  in  the  case  at  bar,  only  the  affida- 
<vits  of  R.  0.  Clark  and  Filander  Bonnom. 

E.  C.  Clark  in  his  affidavit  states : 

That  I  am  acquainted  with  Coleman  Valley,  Oregon;  that  I  was  there  in  1863; 

that  the  country  through  which  I  passed  at  that  time  was  as  dry  then  as  it 

■has  beeu  the  past  seven  or  eight  years ;  and  that  the  vegetation  growing  upon  Cole- 
man Valley  in  1863  was  much  larger  than  at  the  present  time,  said  vegetation  at  that 
•time  being  rabbit-brush,  grease- wood,  rye-grass,  and  some  native  grasses  suitable  for 
pasture  or  hay  ;  that  from  ray  knowledge  and  observation  of  Coleman  Valley,  and  of 
lands  in  general  in  its  vicinity,  I  am  able  to  judge  with  reawouablo  certainty  that 
the  lauds  in  contest  were  no  more  swampy  on  March  12,  I860,  than  in  1H63,  when  I 
saw  them  first. 

Filander  Bonnom  in  his  affidavit  states : 

That  he  kuew  the  lan.l  in  Sous.  H  and  17.  T.  41  S.,  R.  "25  E.,  \V.  M.,  Oregon  (more 
commonly  known  as  Coleman  Valley,  Oregoti,)  iu  the  month  of  June,  lSi33;  at  that 
time  the  vegetation  growing  on  a  greater  portion  of  the  land  was  rye-grass,  sage- 
<bru3li,  and  grease-wood  ;  that  willows  were  growing  in  bunches  aloug  the  creek ;  al»o 
a  strip  of  meadow-land  from  one  to  two  hundred  yards  in  width  adjoined  the  creek  ; 
that  the  land  looked  as  if  it  needed  irrigation  rather  th:in  reclaniition  ;  that  lip  saw- 
nothing  to  indicate  that  the  land  was  swamp  or  overdowed  ;  that  it  had  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  of  a  desert  character  than  that  of  a  swamp ;  that  from  his  personal 
knowledge  and  observation  of  the  land  in  1663,  it  could  not  have  been  swampv  on 
March  12,  1860.  He  further  states  that  he  has  recently  seen  the  said  laad,  a'ld  that 
it  is  of  the  character  above  described. 

Counsel  for  McKinnis  contend  that  the  foregoing  is  newly  discovered 
■evidence,  and  that  it  is  not  cumalative  evidence,  because  il:  reaches 
back  to  an  earlier  date  than  that  of  any  witness  examined  at  the  hear- 
ing; and  that  ^'if  proof  is  made  at  a  rehearing,  as  stated  in  said  affi- 
davits, it  will  conclusively  overcome  all  testimony  heretofore  oflfered  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  contrary The  condition  of  the  land  at  a  date 

nearest  to  the  date  of  the  grant  is  presumed  to  be  its  condition  at  the 
date  of  the  grant."  In  support  of  this  position  they  quote  from  the  de- 
partmental decision  of  April  9,  1885,  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Oregon 
{3  L.  D.,  47C,  last  paragraph),  and  that  of  Millard  v.  State  of  Oregon  (5 
C.  L.  O.,  179).  In  view  of  said  decisions  it  is  contended  that,  in  the  case 
at  bar,  the  testimony  of  Clark  and  Bonnom  ought  to  be  held  as  over- 
coming that  of  the  witnesses  for  the  State  introduced  at  the  hearing 
already  had ;  hence,  that  a  new  hearing  should  be  had,  at  which  said 
Olark  and  Bonnom  should  be  aflForded  an  opportunity  to  testify. 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  affidavits  hereinbefore  quoted  shows  that, 
so  far  as  appears,  the  said  Bonnom  was  on  the  land  but  once  until  ''  re- 
cently," to  wit,  '*  in  the  month  of  June,  1863;"  and  that  the  said  Clarke 
was  on  the  laud  but  once,  to  wit,  as  he  passed  through  the  country  "in 
1863,"  not  specifying  the  month. 

The  field-notes  of  survey  shed  no  light  on  the  character  of  the  land, 
further  than  that  the  land  is  "subject  to  annual  inundation," 
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Where  the  local  ofiScers,  your  office,  ami  the  Departmeut,  have  all? 
concurred  iu  a  finding  as  to  a  given  fact,  and  that  fact  the  only  issue 
in  the  case  from  the  beginning,  a  very  strong  and  clear  showin?  is  in- 
dispensable before  such  a  uniform  line  of  decisions  will  be  reversed — 
the  more  so  when  such  reversal  would  Involve  a  violation  of  established 
precedents  in  similar  cases  which  h'lve  previously,  after  full  and  care- 
ful consideration,  been  decided  by  the  Department  (Boyd  v,  Or4  ^on,  lO 
L.  D.,  315). 

Even  conceding  that,  in  case  another  hearing  were  had,  said  Clark 
and  Bonnom  were  to  testify  as  set  forth  in  their  affidavits,  in  my  oj)in- 
ion  it  would  not,  in  connection  with  the  testimony  adduced  at  the  hear- 
ing already  had,  be  sufficient  to  warrant  a  reversal  of  the  departmental 
decision  a  review  of  which  is  now  sougiit. 

The  application  for  a  rehearing  is  therefore  denied. 


PRACTICE- APPEALr-NOTICE. 

Horace  H.  Barnes. 

Ad  appeal  from  the  rejection  of  an  application  to  nnter  will  uot  bo  entertained,  in 

the  absence  of  notice  to  an  adverse  claimant  of  record. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  20,  1890. 

Your  letter  of  November  8,  1889,  transmitted  to  this  Department 
the  appeal  of  Horace  H.  Barnes  from  your  ruling  of  August  17,  1889, 
affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  rejecting  his  application  to 
make  timber  culture  entry  (not  homestead  entry  as  stated  in  your  de- 
cision) for  the  NE.  J  Sec.  7,  T.  1  K,  R.  48  W.,  Denver,  Colorado  land 
district. 

On  June  8,  1889,  Barnes  made  application  to  make  timber  culture 
entry  for  this  land  and  the  same  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  "  for 
the  reason  that  said  tract  is  covered  by  the  timber  culture  entry  of 
John  A.  Burrows  No.  2808  made  July  21,  1885,"  from  which  ruling 
Barnes  appealed  to  your  office  and  on  August  17,  1889,  you  sustained 
said  action  and  from  this  ruling  of  your  office  he  appealed  to  this  De- 
partment. 

It  appears  that  on  July  21,  1885,  one  John  A.  Burrows  made  timber 
culture  entry  for  this  tract,  the  affidavits,  including  the  non-mineral^ 
being  insufficient,  his  entry  was  heM  for  cancellation,  and  on  August 
25,  1887,  he  filed  supplemental  timber  culture  and  non-mineral  affida- 
vits, also  an  explanatory  sworn  statement  in  which  he  sets  forth  among 
other  matters  that  when  he  made  the  entry  he  wasignorant  of  the  law; 
that  he  had  not  seen  the  land,  but  had  been  advised  that  the  non- 
mineral  affidavit  could  be  based  on  information  and  belief,  etc.,  and  he 
asked  to  substitute  the  said  affidavits  for  the  original,  and  that  his 
entry  be  allowed  to  stand,  as  a  valid  entry. 
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Oq  April  28, 1888,  your  office  passed  upon  the  case  thus  preseuted 
and  said:  "After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  papers  preseuted  I 
can  not  think  that  Burrows  made  this  entry  in  good  faith  and  the  entry 
js  therefore  held  for  caucellation,  subject  to  appeal  within  the  usual 
time." 

No  appeal  was  taken  from  this  decision  and  on  June  17,  1889,  in  re- 
ply to  your  office  inquiry  the  local  officers  informed  your  office  that 
*Hhe  party  was  duly  notified,  but  has  failed  to  appeal  from  said  de- 
cision." 

On  June  8,  1889,  the  appelhint  Barnes,  made  application  to  make 
timber  culture  entry  for  said  land  and  the  same  was  rejected  as  herein 
before  stated,  from  which  he  appealed  to  your  office,  on  July  12,  1889. 

On  July  6,  1889,  your  office  sent  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Den- 
ver land  office  a  letter  in  which  you  refer  to  their  letter  of  August  25, 
1887,  transmitting  Burrows'  supplemental  affidavits,  also  to  your  office 
letter  of  April  28, 1888,  in  which  you  held  his  entry  for  cancellation, 
also  to  their  letter  of  June  17,  1889,  notifying  your  office  that  he  had 
not  appealed,  and  proceeding,  you  refer  to  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  case  of  Griffith  W.  McMillan  (8  L.  D.  478)  and  conclude  by 
■saying:  "In  view  of  this  decision  I  have  decided  to  change  the  former 
action  of  this  office  and  allow  the  entry  of  Burrows  to  remain  intact  on 
the  record." 

On  August  17,  1889,  your  letter  to  the  local  officers  at  Denver  land 
office,  acknowledged  the  ri^ceipt  of  their  letter  transmitting  the  appeal 
of  Barnes  from  their  rejection  of  his  application  to  make  timber  culture 
entry  for  the  land,  and  you  affirmed  their  action  because  the  records  of 
your  office  showed  the  entry  of  Burrows  to  be  intact,  from  which  Barnes 
appealed  to  this  Department.    This  is  the  case  as  it  appears  of  record. 

This  statement  of  facts  shows  that  Burrows  is,  by  reason  of  his  sub- 
sisting entry,  a  claimant  of  record  for  the  land  involved  and  as  such  is 
entitled  to  notice  of  the  appeal  herein.  Such  notice  not  having  been 
served  on  him,  this  Department  will  not,  under  the  circumstances,  con- 
sider the  appeal.  If  Burrows'  entry  ought  to  be  canceled  that  end  may 
be  attained  by  a  proper  procedure  on  the  part  of  Barnes  or  any  other 
interested  party. 

The  appeal  of  Barnes,  for  the  reasons  set  forth,  is  dismissed. 
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PRACTICE    TRANSFEREE— REVIEW. 

James  Ross. 

If  the  showing  made  by  the  transferee  wonld  not  eutitk'  the  entryman  to  be  heard  on 
review,  the  application  therefor,  on  behalf  of  the  transferee,  must  be  denied. 

Motions  for  review  must  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the  party,  or  his  attorney, 
that  the  motion  is  made  in  good  faith,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oene^aJ  Land  Office^  December 

20,  1890. 

I  have  before  me  a  motion  for  review  of  the  departmeDtal  decision 
dated  May  19,  1,890,  in  the  case  of  James  Eoss,  involving^  the  commuted 
homestead  entry  of  said  Koss  for.the  NE.  \  of  Sec.  12,  T,  135  N.,  R.  51 
W,,  Fargo,  Dakota. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  August,  1886,yourofiBce  rejected  Koss' commutation 
final  proof  for  the  tract  and  held  his  homestead  entry  for  cancellation 
from  which  he  appealed,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1888,  the  De- 
partment found,  that  "  the  facts  presented  by  the  final  proof  not  only 
fail  to  show  that  the  claimant  ever  in  good  faith  established  a  residence 
on  this  land,  but  when  taken  in  connection  with  his  total  abandonment 
of  the  land  on  the  same  day  he  received  final  certificate  therefor,  con- 
vince me  that  he  was  acting  in  bad  faith  in  this  matter,  and  was  en- 
deavoring to  obtain  title  to  this  tract  of  land  without  complying  with 
the  requirements  of  law,"  and  thereupon  affirmed  said  decision  of  your 
office. 

A  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  of  said  departmental  decis- 
ion was  filed  by  Ross  and  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1890,  upon  full 
consideration  was  denied. 

Upon  receipt  of  said  decision  by  Ross'  attorneys  they,  as  the  attor- 
neys for  "The  Colonial  and  United  Sta,tes  Mortgage  Company,  Limited," 
of  London,  England,  transferee  of  said  James  Ross,  applied  to  your  office 
for  the  issuance  of  an  order  for  new  publication  and  submission  of  new 
proof  by  said  transferee.  This  application  your  office  refused  on  the 
ground  that  as  a  final  decision  had  been  rendered  by  the  Department, 
and  the  case  closed,  your  office  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises. 

Thereupon  said  attorneys  applied  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  on  the 
ground  that  the  several  decisions  hereinbefore  referred  to  against  the 
entryman  have  *'  no  bearing  whatever  as  to  the  rights  of  the  transferee^ 
who  has  never  been  heard  nor  had  his  day  in  court,"  which  application 
was  upon  full  consideration  denied  on  the  19th  day  of  February,  1890. 
October  2,  1890,  the  same  attorneys  filed  the  motion  for  review  of  said 
decision  of  February  19,  1890. 

There  is  but  a  single  question  presented  by  the  motion  under  consid- 
eration which  is  stated  by  the  attorneys  representing  the  motion,  to 
be:  "Did  not  the  company  by  virtue  of  the  mortgage  given  by  Boss 
Co  them,  acquire  some  interest  in  the  premises  ? "    This  question  was 
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passed  upon  in  the  opinion  sought  to  be  reviewed,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
same  is  material.  That  a  transferee  or  mortgagee  is  iujure<l  by  the  de- 
cision is  no  ground  for  review,  as  his  rights  are  in  no  sense  other  or 
different  from  those  of  the  entryraan.  A.  A.  Joline  (5  L.  D.,  589) ;  Chas. 
W.  McKailor  (9  L.  D.,  580). 

If  the  showing  made  by  the  transferee  would  not  entitle  the  entry- 
man  to  be  heard  on  review,  the  application  must  be  denied.  The  entry- 
man  appeared  and  hotly  contested  every  point  therein,  antl  nothing 
could  be  gained  b}'  going  over  the  same  ground  at  the  instance  of  the 
transferee. 

The  motion  under  consideration  does  not  conforui  to  the  Rules  of 
Practice.  Rule  78,  requires  that:  "Motions  for  rehearing  and  review 
must  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the  party,  or  his  attorney,  that 
the  motion  is  made  in  good  faith  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay." 

While  there  is  such  a  statement  as  Rule  78  requires  attached  to  the 
molion,  there  is  no  evidence  of  it  having  been  sworn  to.  In  view  of 
the  foregoing  the  motion  is  denied. 


APPL.ICATION  FOR  REPAYMENT— AVAIVER  OF  APPEAL. 

Cnicorn  Placer. 

An  appeal  t'roui  a  decision  holdiDf;  an  entry  for  cauceUatiou  is  x^-aivtMl  by  a  subse- 
quent application  for  the  repayment  of  the  purciiase  money. 

First  IssiHtant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Gommmioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  23,  1890. 

Your  letter  of  December  2,  1889,  transmitted  the  appeal  of  Theodore 
F.  Van  Wagenen,  trustee,  etc.,  in  the  matter  of  the  Unicorn  placer 
claim  (mineral  entry  No.  2884),  from  your  decision  holding  for  cancel- 
lation said  mineral  entry  for  the  Unicorn  placer  claim,  embracing  the 
S.  J  of  S.  4  of  NE.  J  of  SE.  J,  the  N.  i  of  S.  J  of  SB.  J,  the  N,  ^  S.  J  S  W.  \ 
of  SE.  i  the  S.  J  of  XW.  J  of  SE.  i,  the^NE.  J  of  SW.  J  the  S.  J  of 
SW.  i  of  NW.  J,  and  the  N.  .J  of  NW.  J  of  SW.  \  ot  Sec.  35,  T.  11  S., 
R.  80  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Leadville,  Colorado  land  district. 

Your  letter  of  August  11,  1890,  transmitted  an  application  by  the 
Twin  Lakes  Hydraulic  Gold  Mining  Syndicate,  for  repayment  of  the 
purchase  money  paid  on  this  entry,  and  on  entry  No.  2802,  the  Capri- 
corn placer  claim,  decided  by  this  Department  June  7,  1890  (10  L.  D., 
641),  and  on  entry  No.  288  $,  the  Ritchie  Patch  placer  claim.  The  latter 
two,  like  this,  having  been  made  by  said  Van  Wagenen. 

It  is  claimed  by  Van  Wagenen  that  he  is  the  trustee  for  the  Twin 
Lakes  Hydraulic  Gold  Mining  Sydicate.  a  corporation,  but  it  was  held 
in  the  case  of  Capricorn  placer  claim  supra^  that  "  The  trustee  in  this 
case  as  disclosed  by  the  record  is  merely  the  agent,  for  a  special  pur- 
pose, of  an  alien  corporation."  The  same  is  true  of  the  trusteeship  in 
the  case  at  bar,  and  the  action  of  the  principal  (the  corporation)  in  ap- 
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plying  for  a  repayment  of  the  purchase  money  is  in  effect  an  abandon- 
ment or  waiver  of  the  appeal  of  the  agent  (trustee)  it  being  really  the 
appeal  of  the  corporation,  and  the  appeal  herein  is  therefore  dismissed. 
See  Michael  Shannon  (9  L.  D.,  643). 

The  application  for  repayment  not  having  been  considered  by  your 
office,  because  of  the  pendency  of  two  of  the  cases  in  this  Department, 
is  returned  to  your  office  for  your  consideration. 


RAILROAD  LANDS-FORFEITURE  ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  29,  1890. 

Instructions. 

The  language  in  section  2  of  said  act  authorizing  '^  a  second  homestead  entry  "  refers 
only  to  those  persons  who  had  theretofore  made  a  homestead  entry  hut  failed 
from  any  cause  to  perfect  the  same.  The  object  of  such  provision  being  to  allow 
any  one  qualified,  who  had  not  theretofore  secured  a  piece  of  land  under  the 
homestead  law^  to  obtain  a  tract  of  the  forfeited  land  under  said  law,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  take  said  land  out  of  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  law. 

In  establishing  the  terminals  separating  the  granted  lauds  from  those  forfeited  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  between  Wallnla  and  Portland  the  lines  should 
be  run  at  right  angles  tx)  the  general  course  of  the  last  twenty-tive  miles  of  the 
road. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  G,  of  said  act  the  Northern  Pacific  Company  should 
be  called  upon  to  elect  as  to  the  alternate  odd  numbered  sections  it  will  take  in 
satisfaction  of  the  moiety  for  its  constructed  branch  line  where  the  limits  of  such 
line  overlap  the  limits  of  the  forfeited  main  line,  and  the  remaining  odd  sections 
be  restored  to  the  public  domain. 

The  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  road  should  be  called  upon  to  indicate  the  exact  point 
where  its  line  will  cross  the  New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  road. 

Directions  given  for  a  rule  on  certain  companies  to  show  cause  why  the  indemnity 
withdrawals  made  for  their  benefit  should  not  be  revoked. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office^  December 

24,  1890. 

By  letter  of  October  28,  1890,  j'ou  submitted  for  my  approval  a  draft 
of  a  circular  letter  of  instructions  under  tlie  forfeiture  act  of  September 
29,  1890  (26  Stat.,  496). 

Section  1  declares  a  general  forfeiture  of  granted  lands  opposite  the 
uncoustructed  portions  of  land-grant  railroads. 

Section  2,  of  said  act  provides : 

That  all  persons  who,  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  are  actual  settlers  in 
good  faith  on  any  of  the  lands  hereby  forfeited  and  are  otherwise  qualified,  on  mak- 
ing due  claim  on  said  lands  under  the  homestead  law  within  six  months  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  right  to  enter  the  same  under  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  law  and  this  act,  and  shall  be  regarded  as  such  actua] 
settlers  from  the  date  of  actual  settlement  or  occupation ;  and  any  person  who  has 
not  heretofore  had  the  benefit  of  the  homestead  or  pre-emption  law,  or  who  has  failed 
from  any  cause  to  perfect  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  heretofore  entered  by  him  under 
either  of  said  laws,  may  make  a  second  homestead  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 
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Toa  state  that  a  strict  constraction  of  this  langaage  would  exclude 
from  the  privilege  of  a  second  homestead  entry  granted  by  this  section^ 
any  person  who  had  perfected  title  to  land  under  either  the  homestead 
or  pre-emption  law,  and  would  confer  the  privilege  only  upon  those  who 
had  made  an  entry  under  either  law,  and  failed  from  any  cause  to  per- 
fect title  to  the  same,  but  that  this  construction  is  repugnant  to  the  idea 
of  a  second  homestead  entry,  *<for  unless  the  settler  had  heretofore 
made  a  homestead  entry,  the  necessity  for  the  privilege  of  a  second 
homestead  entry  does  not  arise."  You  then  express  the  belief  that 
"  the  intention  of  this  act  is  to  permit  a  second  entry  where  the  party 
has  not  heretofore  perfected  title  under  both  homestead  and  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  thus  to  permit  him  to  acquire,  in  the  aggregate  three  hun. 
dred  and  twenty  acres  under  both  of  said  laws." 

It  is  clear  that  the  first  clause  of  the  section  allows  the  actual  settler^ 
if  qualified,  to  make  a  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  upou  which  he  has 
made  settlement,  and  this  as  a  preference  right  to  be  exercised  within 
six  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  While  the  language  of  the 
second  clause  is  somewhat  ambiguous,  I  have  concluded  that  the  lan- 
guage authorizing  **  a  second  homestead  entry  "  refers  only  to  those  per- 
sons who  had  theretofore  made  a  homestead  entry  but  failed  from  any 
cause  to  perfect  the  same.  The  object  is  to  allow  any  one  qualified  who 
had  not  theretofore  secured  a  piece  of  land  under  the  homestead  law  to 
obtain  a  tract  of  these  forfeited  lands  under  that  law,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  take  thcvse  lands  out  of  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  law. 

I  suggest  that  the  circular  instructions  under  the  third  section  of  the 
act  be  in  the  words  of  the  act  itself,  with  the  addition  of  the  instruc- 
tions now  in  the  circular  as  to  the  provisos  to  said  section. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  rail- 
road company  appertaining  to  the  main  line  between  Wallula,  Wash- 
ington, and  Portland,  Oregon,  is  forfeited. 

This  renders  it  necessary  to  establish  terminals  separating  the  granted 
lands  from  those  forfeited,  at  these  points. 

On  August  13,  1885,  the  question  of  fixing  the  terminal  limit  at  Wal- 
lula was  considered  by  the  Department  (5  L.  D.,  459),  and  it  was  held 
that  the  line  should  be  run  at  right  angles  to  the  general  course  of  the 
last  section  (of  twenty-five  miles)  of  the  road. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  grant  for  said  company  it  is  enacted : 

That  whenever  said  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  shall  have  twenty-five 
consecutive  miles  of  any  portion  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line  ready  for  the  serv- 
ice contemplated,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  three  comniissionera 
to  examine  the  same,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  twenty-five  consecutive  miles  of  said 
road  and  telegraph  lino  have  been  completed,  in  a  good,  substantial  and  workmaulike 
manner,  as  in  all  other  respects  required  by  this  act,  the  Commissioners  shall  so  re- 
port to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  patents  of  land  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
issued  to  said  company,  confirming  to  said  company  the  right  and  title  to  said  lands, 
situated  opposite  and  coterminous  with  said  completed,  section  of  said  road.     .     .    . 

.  .  And  so,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  twenty-five  additional  consecntive  miles- 
shall  have  been  constructed.     (13  Stat.,  367). 
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Beferring  to  these  provisioDs  the  Secretary  in  his  decision  of  1885 
said: 

From  these  provisions  as  the  railroad  coQipany  completed  each  coDseoative  twenty  - 
five  miles  of  road,  upon  report  of  the  commissioners,  the  grant  must  be  confirmed  by 
patents  for  the  land  on  each  side  of  the  road  corresponding  with  the  section  of  the 
road  completed.  If  it  is  to  be  confirmed  by  patent,  as  each  twenty- Ave  miles  is  con- 
strncted,  a  determination  of  boundary  must  precede  the  patent,  the  presumption 
would  arise  that  either  at  or  before  the  time  the  inspection  was  made,  the  law  con- 
templated that  the  terminal  limit  of  the  twenty-five  miles  inspected  was  to  be  fixed. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  grant,  such  inspection  would  fix  the  terminal  limit  of  land 
to  be  patented  and  thus,  for  purposes  of  patenting,  the  road  as  constructed,  would 
be  divided  in  patenting  sections  of  twenty-five  miles  each,  the  boundary  of  each  of 
such  sections  fixed  at  or  before  the  time  of  inspection. 

The  grant  then  having  divided  the  road  into  sections  of  twenty-five  miles  for  pur- 
poses of  boundary  and  patenting,  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  this  last  section  by  the 
provisions  of  the  grant  alone,  (excluding  all  extraneous  facts,)  as  the  courses  of  the 
road  are  various,  some  general  course  must  be  adopted  from  which  to  fix  the  terminal 
line. 

The  subject  of  the  course  to  be  fixed  was  considered  in  a  decision  rendered  by  Sec- 
retary Thompson,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1858,  reported  in  Ist  Lester,  page  527,  also 
in  the  case  of  the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Railroad,  by  Secretary  Kirk  wood,  on 
September  1.  1881  (1  L.  D.,  394) ;  and  also  was  incidentally  discussed  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  r.  Burlington  and  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad,  (8  Otto,  334).  The  substance  of  the  rulings  in  the  several  cases 
is:  '*The  land  is  taken  along  such  line  in  the  sense  of  the  statute,  when  taken  along 
the  general  direction  or  course  of  the  said  road  withiu  linos  perpendicular  to  it  at 
each  end." 

Then  if  this  rule  is  to  be  applied  (as  it  has  been  already  shown,  oaly  the  last  twenty- 
five  miles  of  the  road  under  the  terms  of  the  present  grant  can  be  considered;  the 
terminal  line  should  be  run  at  right  angles  to  the  general  course  of  the  last  twenty- 
five  miles  of  the  road. 

Under  this  decision  it  is  clear  that  the  Department  held  the  company 
to  be  entitled  to  patents  for  the  road  then  constructed,  down  to  the 
line  so  established  and  no  farther.  Assuming  this  conclusion  to  be  cor- 
rect, (and  the  forfeiture  act  in  no  way  interferes  with  it)  there  is  no 
reason  now  presented  for  changing  the  same.  On  the  contrary  the 
terms  of  the  forfeiture  act  are  in  line  with  that  decision.  Said  section 
four  of  the  granting  act,  supra^  directed  patents  to  issue  for  lauds 
^^ opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  said  completed  section  of  said  road; 

and  so  on  as  fast  as  every  twenty  five  miles  of  said 

road  is  completed  as  aforesaid:"  the  first  section  of  the  forfeiture  act 
restores  to  the  United  States  the  title  to  "  all  lands  heretofore  granted 
to  any  State  or  to  any  corporation  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road opposite  to  and  coterminous  tcith  the  portion  of  any  such  railroad 
not  now  completed."  If  the  line  fixed  in  1885  separated  the  lands  then 
earned  by  the  company,  by  the  construction  of  the  road,  from  those  not 
so  earned,  it  does  so  now,  as  no  more  road  has  since  been  built.  In 
other  words  that  line  divides  the  lands '*  opposite  to  and  coterminous 
with"  the  portion  not  constructed,  from  those  earned  by  the  constructed 
road.    The  line  of  1885,  will,  therefore,  be  adhered  to. 
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The  same  principles  apply  to  the  line  at  Portland. 
Section  6  of  the  act  provides : 

Nor  shall  the  moiety  of  the  lands  granted  to  any  railroad  company  on  aocoant  of  a 
main  and  a  branch  line  appertaining  to  uncompleted  road,  and  hereby  forfeited, 
within  the  conflicting  limits  of  the  grants  for  such  main  and  branch  lines,  when  bnt 
one  of  snch  lines  has  been  completed,  innre  by  virture  of  the  forfeiture  hereby  de- 
clared to  the  benefit  of  the  completed  line. 

You  state  that  <Hhe  grant  appertaining  to  the  main  line  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Eailroad,  forfeited  by  this  act,  is  overlapped  by  the  limits 
adjusted  upon  the  constructed  branch  line  of  said  road,  and  as  to  snch 
overlap  the  grant  is  of  a  moiety  on  account  of  each  Hue; "  that  the  map 
of  general  route  of  the  main  line  opposite  said  conflict  was  filed  and  a 
legislative  withdrawal  made  thereon  prior  to  the  location  of  the  branch 
line  and  that  the  withdrawal  continued  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  forfeiture  act.  You  conclude  that  within  the  conflict  "  every 
alternate  odd-numbered  section  "  should  be  reserved  for  the  branch 
line,  and  the  remaining  odd  sections  restored  to  the  public  domain  under 
said  section  6,  and  suggest  that  the  company  be  called  upon  to  elect 
which  of  such  alternate  odd-numbered  sections  it  will  take  in  satisfaction 
of  the  moiety  for  its  branch  line.    All  of  this  meets  with  my  approval. 

The  company  urges  that  as  the  main  line  had  not  been  definitely 
located,  between  Wallula  and  Portland,  the  lands  within  the  with- 
drawal on  general  route  for  that  distance  cannot  be  treated  as  granted 
lands,  and  are  therefore  not  subject  to  said  provisions  as  to  moiety 
lands  within  the  overlapping  limits. 

This  contention  cannot  be  sustained.  In  the  first  place  there  was  a 
grant  along  said  route,  which  lacked  only  action  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany to  consummate.  Furthermore,  a  reading  of  the  entire  act  leaves 
no  room  to  doubt  that  a  forfeiture  along  said  stretch  of  the  main  line 
was  contemplated,  and  the  lands  so  forfeited  are  described  in  the  first 
section  of  the  act  as  ^'  granted  "  lands.  If  this  be  not  true,  there  has 
been  no  forfeiture  at  all  on  that  part  of  the  line,  a  conclusion  wiiich 
even  the  company  does  not  maintain.  It  is  equally  apparent  that  the 
word  ^<  granted"  in  said  section  6,  is  u^ed  in  the  same  sense  as  in  sec- 
tion 1,  and,  therefore,  refers  to  the  lands  upon  which  the  forfeiture  oper- 
ates.   These  are  the  lands  withdrawn  along  said  line. 

You  will,  accordingly,  notify  the  company  to  indicate  within  thirty 
days  from  notice  what  alternate  odd-numbered  sections  it  will  elect  to 
take.  If  the  company  elect  to  take  sections  1,  5,  9,  13,  etc.,  of  the 
various  townships  then  sections  3,  7,  11,  15,  etc.,  will  remain  to  the 
government  and  be  restored  to  the  public  domain  or  vice  versa.  Should 
the  company  fail  to  make  its  election  within  said  time  then  your  office 
will  act  in  that  capacity  in  its  stead. 

Section  7,  provides  that  upon  certain  conditions  the  forfeiture  shall 
not  operate  for  one  year  as  to  so  much  of  the  grant  for  the  Gulf  and 
Ship  Island  Railroad  as  lies  south  of  a  line  drawn  east  and  west  through 
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the  point  where  said  road  may  cross  the  !N'ew  Orleans  and  Northeastern 
Bailroad  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It  appears  from  inquiries  made 
by  your  office  that  the  former  road  will  not  cross  the  latter  at  the  point 
indicated  by  the  map  of  definite  location.  Yon  accordingly  request  in- 
strnctions  ^'  as  to  where  the  terminal  shall  be  established  in  order  to 
separate  the  lands  upon  which  the  act  operates  immediately  from  those 
saved  from  forfeiture  for  one  year."  I  suggest  that  you  direct  said  com- 
pany to  notify  yon,  within  thirty  days,  of  the  exact  point  at  which  the 
line  will  cross  the  New  Orleans  road. 

After  the  submission  of  said  circular,  by  letter  of  November  7, 1890, 
you  submitted  an  opinion  in  reference  to  the  operation  of  section  8,  of 
said  act  upon  the  grant  for  the  Mobile  and  Girard  railroad  in  Alabama. 
Inasmuch  as  the  questions  therein  involved  are  peculiar,  I  suggest  that 
the  instructions  under  said  section  be  omitted  from  the  circular  and  I 
will  communicate  with  you  later  on  the  subject. 

You  state  that  section  4,  of  the  act  repeals  certain  sections  in  acts 
making  grants  to  aid  in  the  construction  ot*  certain  railroads,  in  so  far 
as  said  sections  require  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  reserve  lands 
within  the  indemnity  limits  of  such  grants,  and  recommend  the  formal 
restoration  of  any  such  lands  now  remaining  withdrawn. 

On  August  13,  and  15,  1887,  the  lands  within  indemnity  limits  of 
most  of  the  land  grant  roads  were  restored  to  the  public  domain.  (6 
L.  D.,  Si  and  92).  Certain  exceptions,  however,  were  made  of  roads  to 
which  you  now  refer.  See  6  L.  D.,  328,  and  456.  To  the  end  sug- 
gested by  you,  you  will  notify  each  of  said  companies  to  show  cause 
within  thirty  days  why  the  withdrawal  of  indemnity  lands  made  for  its 
benefit,  should  not  now  be  revoked  and  the  lands  therein  embraced  re- 
stored to  settlement.  This  practice  is  in  accord  with  that  in  the  former 
restoration. 

Otherwise  than  as  herein  indicated  the  propose«l  circular  will  meet 
my  approval.     Herewith  are  returned  the  papers. 


RAILROAD  LANDS— ACT  OF  MARCH  3..  1887. 

Nicholas  Cochems. 

An  application  to  piircbase  nntler  section  5,  act.  of  March  3,  1887,  made  by  one  claim- 
ing under  a  grantee  of  a  railroad  company,  can  not  be  entertained  until  it  has 
been  finally  determined  that  the  land  in  qnevStion  is  in  fact  excepted  from  the 
grant. 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  December 

27,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Nicholas  Cochems  from  the  decisions 
of  your  office  of  March  1,  1889,  and  June  24, 1889,  refusing  his  applica- 
tion to  purchase  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1887  (24  Stat.,  556),  Sec.  33, 
T.  8  N.,  R.  14  W.,  S.  B.  M.  Los  Angeles  California  land  district. 


630  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

The  second  decision  was  made  solely  because  of  an  error  in  tbe  tirst 
in  the  description  of  the  land. 

Cochems  as  the  purchaser  from  the  grantee  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company  of  this  land,  which  it  is  stated  by  you  falls  within 
the  granted  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  by  act  of  March  3, 1871 
(16  Stat.,  573),  and  is  also  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  to 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  by  act  of  July  27, 1866  (14 
Stat.,  292),  asks  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  this  land  from  the  United 
States  under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act  of  March  3, 
1887.  This  application  was  refused  by  your  office  on  the  grounds  that 
it  has  not  yet  been  tinally  determined  that  lauds  situated  as  this  tract 
is,  were  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  company  under  which  Cochems 
claims.  By  decision  of  this  Department  of  June  23,  1888,  (6  L.  D.,  816) 
lands  of  this  class  were  continued  in  reservation  '^  pending  adjudication 
by  the  courts,  or  until  such  time  as  the  Department  may  deem  it  proper 
to  remove  the  reservation."  No  further  action  has  been  taken  by  this 
Department  nor  has  the  question  involved  been  finally  determined  by 
the  courtfa.  Under  these  circumstances  the  application  to  purchase  can 
not  be  allowed  and  the  decision  refusing  the  same  is  afiirmed. 

This  action  will  not  prevent  the  favorable  consideration  hereafter  of 
an  application,  if  it  shall  be  determined  that  said  land  was  excepted 
from  the  said  grant  and  a  proper  showing  to  bring  the  applicant  within 
the  provisions  of  said  act  of  March  3,  1887,  shall  be  made. 


PRACTICE— APFEAL-JUUISDICTION. 

Vann  V.  Wood. 

The  validity  of  the  appeal  from  the  local  office  will  not  be  considered  by  the  Depart- 
mcDt,  where  the  case  is  submitted  on  its  merits  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
without  objection  to  its  jurisdiction. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Cliandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  OffieCy  December  27,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Perry  C.  Vann  v,  Robert  Wood  on  ap- 
peal by  the  former  from  your  decision  of  June  1,  1889,  dismissing  his 
contest  against  the  homestead  entry  of  the  latter  for  the  N.  i  of  SE.  J 
and  SE.  J  of  I^E.  J  Sec.  14,  T.  16  S.,  R.  2  W.,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

The  first  error  assigned  by  appellant  is  that  the  appeal  to  your  office 
from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers^  was  made  by  one  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, attorney,  who  being  a  United  States  commissioner,  was  debarred 
from  practicing  before  the  Land  Department.  This  objection,  however 
valid  when  properly  taken,  was  not  made  before  your  office  when  the 
case  was  there  pending,  but  the  attorneys  appeared  of  record  and  filed 
an  argument  on  the  merits  of  their  case  and  closed  by  saying :  **  Where- 
fore   ....    appellee  prays  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral 
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Land  Office  to  affirm  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  and  that 
said  entry  of  Robert  Wood  be  held  for  cancellation." 

There  was  no  motion  filed  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  nor  qaestiou  made 
as  to  your  jurisdiction,  and  counsel  having  taken  their  chances  and  in- 
voked your  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  will  not  be  heard  to 
complain,  now  that  they  have  lost,  that  there  was  no  proper  or  valid 
appeal.  Your  jurisdiction  did  not  depend  upon  the  validity  of  the  ap- 
peal, as  the  manifest  error  of  law  by  the  local  officers,  would  have  given 
your  office  authority  under  the  2d  paragraph  of  Eule  No.  48  Eules  of 
Practice,  to  consider  and  determine  the  case,  in  regular  course  of  busi- 
ness, even  if  no  appeal  had  been  taken. 

Your  decision  states  the  record  and  testimony  fairly  and  substantially, 
and  having  carefully  reviewed  the  record,  I  do  not  find  any  reason  for 
disturbing  your  decision,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RESIDENCE— LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE— ACT  OF  MARCH  2,  1889, 

Harry  C.  Seward. 

The  leave  of  absence  accorded  to  settlers  ander  section  3  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889, 
can  only  be  allowed  on  a  duly  corroborated  showing  that  such  absence  is  made 
necessary  by  sickness,  failure  of  crops,  or  other  unavoidable  casualty. 

First  Assistant  Secretary  Chandler  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  December  29, 1890. 

On  April  29, 1889,  Harry  0.  Seward  filed  an  application  for  leave  of 
absence  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1889. 

May  2,  1889,  the  local  office  rejected  his  application  for  the  reason 
that  he  failed  to  show  that  by  reason  of  unavoidable  casualty  he  had 
been  unable  to  secure  a  support  upon  his  claim,  and  also  that  the  cor- 
roborating affidavits  were  not  shown  to  have  been  made  by  disinterested 
witnesses  as  required  by  circular  of  March  8, 1889. 

Claimant  appealed. 

June  26, 1889,  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers  and 
directed  them  to  notify  claimant  of  his  right  of  appeal,  and  the  same 
time  to  advise  him — 

That  while  the  extraordinary  relief  provided  by  the  act  (March  2,  1889)  is  afforded 
only  in  the  particnlar  class  of  cases  therein  specified,  3'et  in  cases  generally,  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  a  settler  from  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  employment, 
will  not  invalidate  his  claim  when  good  reason  therefor  appears  and  he  is  found  to  be 
seeking  in  good  faith  to  make  his  home  on  the  land. 

Claimant  again  appealed  in  which  he  merely  alleges  that  <<said  find- 
ing and  decision  are  contrary  to  law  and  contrary  to  the  facts  set  forth 
in  my  application.'' 

While  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  allegations  are  insufficient  and 
do  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  rule  88  of  the  Rules  of  Practice, 
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yet  as  the  qaestion  to  be  decided  is  oue  between  the  applicant  and  the 
government,  I  will  waive  the  informality  of  the  appeal  and  consider  the 
case  on  its  merits. 

Section  3  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1889  (26  Stat.,  854),  provides:— 

That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  any  pablic 
land  office,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe, 
that  any  settler  upon  the  public  domain  under  existing  law  is  unable  by  reason  of  a 
total  or  partial  destruction  or  failure  of  crops,  sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  casual- 
ty to  secure  a  support  for  himself,  herself,  or  those  dependent  upon  him  or  her  upon 
the  lands  settled  upon,  then  such  register  and  receiver  may  grant  to  such  settler  a 
leave  of  ^^bsence  from  the  claim  upon  which  he  or  she  has  filed  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding oue  year  at  any  one  time,  and  such  settler  so  granted  leave  of  absence  shall 
forfeit  no  rights  by  reason  of  such  absence:  Provided^  That  the  time  of  such  actaal 
absence  shall  not  be  deducted  from  the  actual  residence  required  by  law. 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  act  this  Department  on  March  8, 1889r 
8  L.  D.,  314  issued  its  circular  of  instructions  to  registers  receivers  of 
the  United  States  land  offices,  directing  them  that: 

The  applicant  for  such  permission  will  be  required  to  submit  testi- 
mony to  consist  of  his  own  affidavit,  corroboratedby  the  affidavits  of  dis- 
interested witnesses,  ....  setting  forth  in  detail  the  facts  on 
which  he  relies  to  support  his  application,  and  which  must  be  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  register  and  receiver,  who  are  enjoined  to  exercise  their 
best  and  most  careful  judgment  in  the  matter,  that  he  is  unable  by  rea- 
son of  a  total  or  partial  destruction  or  failure  of  crops,  sickness,  or  other 
unavoidable  casualty  to  secure  a  support  for  himself  or  those  depend- 
ent upon  him  upon  the  land  settled  upon.  In  case  a  leave  of  absence  is 
granted  the  register  and  receiver  will  enter  such  action  on  their  records, 
indicating  the  period  for  which  granted,  and  promptly  report  the  fact 
.  .  .  .  transmitting  the  testimony  on  which  their  action  is  based. 
In  case  of  refusal  the  applicant  will  be  allowed  the  right  of  appeal  on 
the  usual  conditions. 

Following  is  a'copy  of  claimant's  application,  viz: — 

Territory  of  Wyoming) 
County  of  Converse) 

Harry  C.  Seward  of  said  county  and  Territory,  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  on  his  oath  deposes  and  says :  That  he  is  the  identical  Harry  C.  Seward  who 
made  (filed)  pre-emption  entry  (declaratory  statement)  No.  5091,  on  the  7th  day  of 
April  A.  D.,  1888,  for  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  number  twenty-one  township 
number  thirty-two  north,  of  range  number  sixty -five  west  of  the  sixth  principal  me* 
rldian.  Affiant  settled  on  said  land  March  31,  1888,  he  built  a  house  thereon,  moved 
there  with  his  family,  has  resided  there  during  the  last  year  and  resides  there  now. 
He  dug  a  well  on  said  land  to  a  depth  of  thirty-six  (36)  feet,  the  last  three  feet  of 
which  was  through  rock  that  required  blasting  ;  he  did  not  obtain  water,  and  is  with- 
out the  necessary  means  to  purchase  blasting  powder  to  complete  said  well.  As  a 
result  be  has  been  compelled  to  have  water  hauled  from  the  nearest  well  a  distance 
of  five  and  a  half  miles;  afiiant  has  no  team  or  farm  implements,  and  has  been  com- 
pelled to  hire  water  hauled  and  other  farm  work  done  that  required  a  team.  He  has 
been  unable  to  obtain  work,  and  fiuds  it  impossible  to  continue  his  residence  on  said 
land  and  support  himself  and  family.  He  therefore  requests  the  honorable  register 
and  receiver  of  said  land  office  that  he  be  granted  a  leave  of  absence  of  one  year  from 
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said  laud,  that  he  may  go  where  he  can  obtain  employment  to  support  himself  and 
family,  and  earn  the  necessary  means  with  which  to  return  to  said  land  and  complete 
his  residence  and  settlement  thereon. 

Harry  Seward. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1889. 

Harry  L.  Higby, 

Notary  Public, 
Also  appeared  at  the  same  time  and  place  John  H.  Foster  and  William  R.  Dr^rer^ 
who  beiuf;  duly  sworn  depose  and  say  that  they  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land 
herein  described ;  that  they  have  known  Harry  C.  Seward,  applicant,  since  he  set- 
tled on  said  land,  and  that  the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  affidavit  are  iiiie, 
of  their  personal  knowledge. 

John  H.  Foster, 
William  R.  Dryer.    • 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  April  A.  D.,  1889. 

Harry  L.  Hig»y, 

Notary  Public. 

As  it  clearly  appears  from  the  record  herein  that  the  applicant  failed 
to  show  by  his  affidavit  corroborated  by  the  affidavit  of  two  disinterested 
witnesses  that  be  was  suflfering  by  reason  of  a  total  or  partial  destruc- 
tion or  failure  of  crops,  or  sickness,  and  as  1  think  that  the  mere  failure 
to  find  water  at  the  depth  of  thirty-six  feet  was  not  of  itself  such  a  cas- 
ualty as  is  contemplated  by  statute,  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  leave  of 
absence,  therefore  and  in  view  of  the  additional  circular  issued  Septem- 
ber 19,  1889  (9  L.  D.,  433),  explanatory  of  the  circular  of  March  8, 1889^ 
the  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


KAIL.ROAD  GRANT— PROCEEDINGS  OX  FINAL  PROOF. 

Northern  Pacific  E.  E.  Co.  v.  Harrendrup. 

The  failure  of  a  railroad  company  to  respoad  to  a  settler's  notice  of  intention  to  sub> 
rait  final  proof  for  land  within  its  primary  limits,  is  a  waiver  of  said  company's 
right  to  deny  the  facts  as  set  up  in  said  proof;  but  if  the  record  does  not  affirm- 
atively show  that  such  land  is  excepted  from  the  grant  the  entr}*  can  not  be  ap- 
proved . 

Secretary  Noble  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office^  Decern- 

ber  29,  1890. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  I^orthern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Peter  L.  Harreadrup,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  com- 
pany from  the  decision  of  yoar  office,  dated  March  13,  1889,  rejecting 
the  claim  of  the  company  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  29,  T.  9  N.,  E.  9  W.^ 
Helena,  Montana. 

The  record  shows  that  your  office,  on  July  26,  1888,  examined  pre- 
emption cash  entry  No.  1056,  made  July  11,  1884,  by  said  Harrendrup 
of  said  tract  at  Helena,  Montana,  and  found  that  the  land  was  within 
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the  statutory  withdrawal  on  filing  map  of  general  ronte,  of  February 
21,  1872,  and  also  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  com- 
pany by  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  2,  1864  (13  Stat.,  365) ;  that 
one  George  L.  Harrendrup  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  No. 
2563  for  said  land  on  April  24, 1872,  alleging  settlement  November  15, 
1871;  that  said  Peter  L.  Harrendrnp  filed  preemption  declaratory 
statement  No.  5287  for  said  land  on  May  21,  1883,  alleging  settlement 
on  the  same  land  April  6, 1883,  and  after  dae  notice  made  final  proof 
and  received  final  certificate  No.  1656  lor  said  tract;  that  said  final 
proof  shows  that  the  eutryman  purchased  the  possessory  light  and  im- 
provements of  his  brother,  said  G.  L.  Harrendrup,  valued  at  $1,000 ; 
that  there  was  nothing  before  your  office  showing  the  status  of  said 
land,  or  the  qualifications  of  said  G.  L.  Harrendrup  at  the  date  of  said 
withdrawal  on  general  route,  or  July  6,  1882,  the  date  of  the  definite 
location  of  the  road,  and  the  local  officers  were  directed  to  order  a 
hearing,  giving  all  parties  in  interest  due  notice  thereof. 

The  entryman  filed  in  the  local  office  an  appeal  from  said  decision  of 
your  office,  and  with  his  said  appeal  filed  affidavits,  alleging  that  said 
O.  L.  Harrendrup  was  a  qualified  seitler  and  in  the  possession  of  said 
land  at  the  date  of  withdrawal  on  general  route,  and  also  at  the  date  of 
definite  location  of  the  road.  But  your  office,  on  January  22, 1889,  re- 
fused to  accept  said  appeal,  and  directed  the  local  officers  to  proceed 
with  said  hearing. 

On  March  13, 1889,  your  office  examined  said  cash  entry,  and  finding 
the  facts  as  above  stated  held  that  the  failure  of  the  railroad  company 
to  appear  at  the  time  the  cash  entryman  offered  his  final  proof  and  pro- 
test against  the  same,  was  conclusive  against  its  claim,  citing  as  au- 
thority the  case  of  Brady  v.  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  (5  L. 
D.,  407).  But  this  land,  being  within  the  granted  limits,  is  differently 
situated  from  that  in  the  Brady  case  (supra).  Besides,  in  the  case  of 
Randolph  (9  L.  I).,  416),  the  Department  held  that «'  By  the  failure-of 
the  company  to  respond  to  notice  of  intention  to  submit  final  proof,  it 
waives  all  right  to  deny  the  facts  set  up  in  said  proof;''  but  the  record 
must  affirmatively  show  that  the  land  was  excepted  from  the  grant,  or 
the  entry  would  not  be  approved. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  final  proof  does  not  affirmatively  show  that  the 
land  was  occupied  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  on  general  route  by  a 
qualified  pre  emptor,  and  the  company  has  had  no  opportunity  to  con- 
test the  truth  of  the  allegations  made  in  the  subsequent  affidavits  filed 
in  the  case.  A  hearing  will  accordingly  be  ordered,  after  due  notice  to 
the  parties,  and  the  affidavits  filed  with  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  ordering  said  hearing  should  be  returned  to  the  local  office  as 
a  basis  for  said  hearing.  Upon  receipt  of  the  testimony  taken  at  said 
hearing  and  the  report  of  the  local  officers  thereon,  your  office  will  re- 
adjudicate  the  case. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified. 
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Abandonment. 

See  [Contett  (sub-title  Hame^Uad),  JRf*i' 
denee. 

Accounts. 

See  Repayment. 

Ciroalar  of  September  12,  1890 297 

Affidavit. 

See  Contett. 

Alabama. 

See  Mineral  Land. 

Alien. 

See  Naturaluation. 

Can  acqaire  uo  rights  by  settloment  on 
public  lands 89 

Alienation. 

See  I*ractice  (sab-titles  Rehearing  and  Be- 
trieio). 

An  oral  promise  to  convey,  after  perfec- 
tion of  title,  a  portion  of  tbe  land  in  payment 
of  money  advanced  for  the  reclamation  of 
tbe  land  does  not  necessarily  call  for  the 
cancellation  of  a  desert  entry 27 

The  purchaser  of  land  prior  to  the  issu- 
ance of  patent  therefor  takes  an  equity 
only,  and  has  no  greater  or  different  right 
than  the  entrymau 123 

The  protection  aiforded  by  equity  to  a 
bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice  extends 
only  to  a  purcUaaor  that  holds  the legul  title.  123 

Allotment. 

See  Indian  Land*. 

Amendment. 

See  Contest  (sub-title  Generally),  Entry 
(sub-title  i/oni««(ead),  Filing,  Practice. 

Appeal. 

See  Practice. 

Does  not  lie  from  action  of  the  local  office 
on  claims  presented  under  the  Vigil  and  St. 
Vrain  grant 226 

Application. 

See  Oantest  (sub-title  Timber  Oalture), 

Rejection  of  applioatioo  to  contest  carries 
with  it  the  rejection  of  an  accompanying 
application  to  enter 102 

To  contest  an  entry,  if  rejected,  confers 
no  right  In  the  absence  of  an  appeal 179 

To  enter  land  covered  by  the  prior  entry  of 
another  can  not  be  entertained  in  the  ab- 
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senoe  of  a  charge  agaiUHt  the  validity  of  such 
entry 179,327 

When  rejected  by  the  local  office  the  date 
of  presentation  and  cause  of  rejection  should 
be  noted  thereon 191 

Rights  of  an  applicant  not  prejudiced  by 
misuke  of  the  local  office 191 

To  make  mineral  entry,  duly  presented 
but  held  without  action  during  the  absence 
of  the  register,  reserves  the  land  covered 
thereby  until  final  action  thereon 213 

To  make  timlter-cnlture  entry  rfcoeived, 
noted  of  record  but  returned  for  amend  m(^ut 
of  preliminary  affidavit,  reserves  the  laud  a.i 
against  a  sulMequent applicant  326 

For  the  reiustatement  of  an  eotry  for  land 
embraced  withiu  the  intervening  entry  of 
another  is  at  ouce  effective  on  the  cancella- 
tion of  such  intervening  entry  and  segre- 
gates the  laud  covered  thereby 375 

To  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15, 18S0, 
reserves  the  laud  covered  tboreby  until  final 
action  thereon 416 

To  enter  can  not  be  allowed  during  the 
pendency  of  an  appeal  to  the  Department 
from  a  decision  tiolding  for  cniicelLUion  the 
existing  entry  of  another  for  the  land 469 

Arid  Eiands. 

Circular  of  Augusr  9, 1890,  calling  atten- 
tion to  former  instructions  and  tlie  reserva- 
tion of  Haid  lands  under  the  stsitutu 230 

Circular  of  boptembor  5, 189J,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  act  of  August  30,  1890,  re- 
pealing in  pan  the  original  act  296 

Attorney. 

A  clerk  in  a  local  office  is  within  the  pro- 
visions of  st^ctiou  190.  K.   S.,  and  can  not 
appear  as,  during  the  period  specifietl  in  a 
case  that  was  ]iending  in  said  office  while  he 
was  a  clerk  therein  25 

Does  not  become  a  party  iu  interest  by 
advancing  money  for  the  prosecution  of  a 
contest    65 

Stipulation  of,  as  to  matters  of  evidence 
binding  upon  the  parties 71 

Death  of  client  terminator  authority  of..  604 

Is  without  authority  tooiit4^r  appearance 
where  his  client  dies  prior  to  the  hearing. ..  604 

California. 

See  Statee  and  Territories. 

Certificate. 

See  Patent. 
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Certification. 

See  Patent. 

Certiorari. 

Will  be  denied  where  it  is  apparent  that 
the  applicant's  appeal  if  before  the  Depart' 
ment  would  be  dismissed 78, 430 

Will  not  be  granted  if  the  application  is 
not  under  oath « 238 

Not  granted  to  control  the  commissioner's 
discretionary  authority  unless  an  apparent 
abuse  of  such  anthority  appears 260, 273 

Application  for,  denied  for  want  of  for- 
mality, can  not  be  amended  but  is  no  bar  to 
a  new  application  346 

Will  not  lie  where  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  Department  is  lost  through  failure  to  ap- 
peal fh>m  the  local.offlce 473 

Will  not  be  granted  if  it  appears  that  sub- 
stantial justice  has  been  done  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  case  below 473 

Will  be  denied  if  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  applicant  has  first  sought  relief  by  ap- 
peal  558 

Circulars  and  Instructions. 

See  table  of,  and  circulars  cited  and  con- 
strued, page  XVII. 

Citizensliip. 

See  Alien,  Naturalization. 

Coal  Eiand. 

One  who  has  had  the  benefit  of  a  coal  de- 
claratory Rtateraent.  is  disqualified  thereby 
to  enter  under  a  8ocond  filing ■ 32 

Second  declaratory  statement  for,  can  not 
be  filed  in  the  absence  of  a  valid  reason  for 
failure  to  perfect  title  under  the  first 351 

A  declaratory  statement,  offered  during 
the  pendency  of  a  previous  application  to 
file,  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  same  party, 
though  in  the  name  of  another,  confers  no 
right  as  against  an  intervening  adverse 
claim 32 

The  preference  right  of  purchase  under 
section  2348,  K.  S.,  requires  actual  posses- 
sion at  date  ot  application,  and  improvement 
suflicient  to  indicate  good  faith 32 

Declaratory  statement  for,  should  not  be 
received  while  the  land  is  covered  by  the 
existing  homeniead  entry  of  another 515 

Priority  of  poBseasion  and  improvemeutnf, 
followed  by  filing  and  de\'elopment  of  the 
mine,  entitle  the  claimant  to  the  preference 
right  of  purchase 515 

Colorado. 

See  School  Land. 

Commutation. 

See  Homentead. 

Contest. 

See  Application,  Contestant,  Homestead  (sub- 
title, Act  of  June  15,  1880),  Practice. 

Generally. 

May  be  instituted  by  a  citizen  regardless 
of  his  own  right  to  enter  the  land 575 
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Affidavit  filed  as  the  basis  of,  does  not  Jus- 
tify a  hearing  thereon  unless  it  sets  forth 
clearly  charges  that  will  warrant  cancella- 
tion if  proven  325- 

Aflftdavit  of,  if  uncorroborated,  may  be 
properly  rejected 325 

Should  not  be  dismissed  because  the  affi- 
davit of,  isnotdated S4ft 

After  affidavit  of,  has  passed  from  the  af- 
fiant's control  and  inspection,  the  attorney 
should  not  make  additions  thereto 293^ 

Affiilavit  of,  not  invalidated  by  contest- 
ant's attorney  adding  thereto,  at  contest- 
ant's request,  letters  and  flgnres  that  do  not 
modify  the  charge,  but  show  matters  of  rec- 
ord which  the  local  office  should  embody  in 
the  notice 295 

When  affidavit  of.  is  presented  ready  for 
the  administration  of  the  oath  thereto  by  tlie 
contestant  and  his  corroborating  witnesses, 
it  is  the  duty  of  one  of  the  local  officers,  if 
called  upon  so  to  do.  to  administer  said  oath, 
and  tlie  fuilnre  or  refusal  to  take  such  action 
will  not  defeat  the  priority  of  the  contest- 
ant   218 

A  supplemental  affidavit  of,  does  not  con- 
stitute an  abandomont  of  the  prior  charge, 
or  waive  rights  secured  under  a  hearing 
subsequently  had  thereon 407 

The  amendment  of  an  affidavit  of,  by  add- 
ing an  additional  charge,  does  not  preclude 
proof  of  the  default  as  originally  charged. .  423 

One  who  files  an  affidavit  of.  against  an 
entry,  and  pays  or  deposits  the  requisite 
fees,  acquires  a  right  under  the  act  of  May 
14, 1880.  that  can  not  bo  defeated  by  subse- 
quent proceedings  initiated  by  the  govern- 
ment against  such  entry 273 

The  initiation  of.  so  far  as  the  rights  of 
the  entry  man  are  concerned,  must  be  consid- 
ered as  of  the  date  of  his  appearance  at  the 
hearing,  in  the  absence  of  reconl  evidence 
of  notice 400 

Where  a  claimant  dies  during  the  pend- 
ency of  adverse  proceedings  in  the  local  of- 
fice the  proceedings  should  be  discontinued 
and  the  decedent's  successors  in  interest 
notified  of  their  right  to  be  heard 30ff 

The  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  a 
deceased  entryman  need  not  be  made  parties 
to  a  proceeding  against  an  entry  held  by  a 
transferee,  who  is  duly  serrod  with  notice.  321 

Where  a  pending  suit  is  attacked  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  by  one  who  applies  to  con- 
test the  entry  in  question,  notice  should  not 
issue  on  such  application,  but  the  matter  be 
held  for  the  final  disposition  of  the  pending 
suit 315 

Right  to  proceed  nnder,  where  held  in 
abeyance  pending  final  action  on  the  prior 
suit  of  another  against  the  same  entry,  ma- 
tures on  the  withdrawal  of  such  suit 199 

Will  not  be  allowed  against  an  entry  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  the  same  should  not  be  canceled  for 
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failare  to  submit  final  proof  within  the  atat- 
atory  period 102,193 

In  a  hearing  ordered  between  two  settlers 
to  test  a  qnestion  of  alleged  priority,  a 
*'  preference  right  of  entry  "  is  not  acquired 
asnnder  a 250 

Right  to  proceed  against  an  entry  not  de- 
feated by  subsequent  relinquishment,  and 
the  intervening  filing  of  another 525 

Where  the  entryman,  during  the  pen- 
dency of  suit  on  a  question  of  priority,  files 
a  relinquishment,  the  question  at  issue 
abates,  and  the  entryman  has  thereafter 
no  interest  in  the  case,  or  right  of  appeal..  250 

Proceedings  at  the  instance  of  an  attorne> 
who  is  not  entitled,  under  section  100  R.  S., 
to  appear  will  not  be  recognized    25 

During  the  pendency  of,  the  entryman 
must  comply  with  the  law 256 

In  passing  upon  the  good  faith  of  the 
claimant,  his  mental  as  well  as  his  physical 
condition  may  be  considered 166 

In  proceedings  by  the  government,  a 
stranger  to  the  record  will  not  bo  allowed 
to  set  up  an  intervening  settlement  claim, 
but  must  await  the  disposition  of  the  pend- 
ing action 507 

Hay  be  dismiRsed,  and  the  entryman  al- 
lowed to  submit  the  requisite  supplemental 
proof  in  support  of  his  entry,  where  the 
charge  ns  laid  is  not  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  entryman's  good  faith  is  ap- 
parent    246 

Must  fail  if  the  charge  as  laid  therein  is 
not  established  by  a  preponderaoce  of  the 
evidence 75 

Rights  nnder,  not  defeated  by  the  failure 
of  the  local  office  to  act  on  the  application . .  109 

The  government  is  a  party  in  interest, 
but  will  not  on  its  own  motion  cancel  an 
entry  unless  bad  faith  is  clearly  shown  —  166 

The  withdrawal  of  the  contestant  will  not 
prevent  the  government  from  considering 
the  evidence,  and  passing  upon  the  rights 
of  the  entryman 166 

Homestead. 

Where  the  entryman  dies  prior  to  service 
of  notice,  bis  heirs  and  successors  in  inter- 
est should  be  made  parties  to  the  action  and 
duly  served  with  notice 604 

On  the  ground  that  the  entryman  is  not  a 
citizen  must  fail  if  declaration  of  intention 
is  filed  prior  to  the  initiation  of  suit 71 

Must  fail  if,  prior  to  the  initiation  thereof, 
the  entryman,  withoat  aetaal  or  construct- 
ive notice  thereof,  cures  the  default  in 
goorf  faith 400 

A  charge  of  abandonment  is  supported 
by  evidence  showing  failure  to  establish  res- 
idence within  six  months  after  entry 418,  602 

Failure  of  the  wife  to  reside  on  the  land 
until  after  notice  of,  does  not  impeach  the 
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good  faith  of  the  claimant,  where  it  is  ap- 
parent that  her  final  removal  is  in  compli- 
ance with  a  previous  bona  fide  intention  of 
the  claimant  to  make  his  home  on  the  land .  543 

Timber  Culture. 

See  Entry  {gub-titU  Timber  Culture)  and 

Timber  Culture, 

Application  to  enter  not  essential  to  the 
vaUdityof 1»» 

A  charge  that  the  entryman  "has  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law  *'  does  not  present  any 
fact  for  proof,  and  on  objection  thereto 
shonld  be  amended •••••  575 

In  proceedings  against  the  entry  of  a  de- 
cedent, the  infant  (sole)  heir,  and  the  guard- 
ian should  be  made  parties  thereto  in  accord- 
ance with  local  procedure 252 

Against  the  claim  of  a  deceased  entryman 
must  show  affirmatively  that  the  proceed- 
ings are  regular,  and  that  the  entryman  or 
his  legal  representatives  have  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  law 252 

Will  lie  on  a  charge  of  non-compliance 
with  law,  coupled  with  the  allegation  that 
the  pending  suit  of  another  against  the  en- 
try is  collusive 179 

A  charge  of  relinquishment  is  not  estab- 
lished by  showing  the  execntion  of  an  in- 
formal relinquishment  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  payment  of  a  note 597 

Must  fall,  if  prior  to  service  of  notice  the 
entryman  cures  his  default 5 

Actual  knowledge  of  an  impending,  will 
not  prejudice  theclaimant  if  his  subsequent 
compliance  with  law  is  in  pursuance  of  a 
previous  bona  fide  intent 5 

Acts  in  compliance  with  law,  performed 
after  initiation  of,  but  prior  to  service  of  no- 
tice, may  be  accepted  as  indicative  of  good 
faith,  if  not  induced  by  actual  notice  of  the 
pending  suit 189 

Acts  in  compliance  with  law,  performed 
after  initiation  of,  will  not  relieve  the  entry- 
man  from  the  effect  of  a  default  existing  at 
date  of  contest 423 

If  good  faith  is  apparent,  failure  to  fully 
comply  with  the  law  may  be  excused,  where 
such  failure  is  the  result  of  mistake,  and  an 
effort  is  made  to  cure  the  default  prior  to 

the  initiation  of 252 

Against  an  entry  that  appears  of  record 
through  the  failure  of  the  local  office  to  act 
upon  the  relinquishment  thereof,  must  fail 
where  the  party  filing  such  relinquishment 
has  thereafter  complied  with  the  law  in  the 
belief  that  his  entry  of  the  land  has  been 
allowed,  and  the  contestant  begins  proceed- 
ings with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts 592 

Not  a  good  defense  that  the  default  oc- 
curred through  the  negligence  of  the  entry- 

man's  agent ^^1 

Must  fail  where  the  non-compliance 
charged  is  the  fault  of  the  contestant 177 
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Pago. 

Contestant. 

Will  not  be  permitted  to  take  advantage 
of  his  own  wrong  and  thna  secare  a  prefer- 
ence right  of  entr>' m 

No  pn*fer(>nce  right  acquired  by,  if  the 
contest  is  not  begun  and  prosecuted  in  good 
faith  to  acquire  title  to  the  land 6 

Who  fails  to  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the 
local  oflBce  dismissing  his  contest,  loses 
thereby  tlie  preference  right 328 

Who  fails  to  appeal  ft'om  an  adverse  de- 
cision of  the  local  office  is  barred  thereby 
from  asserting  any  further  claim  or  right..  416 

A  successful,  is  entitled  to  thirty  days 
from  the  receipt  of  notice  of  cancellation 
within  which  to  exercise  the  preference 
right 474 

Failure  to  exercise  preference  light 
within  the  statutory  period  after  notice  of 
cancellation  defeats  such  right 202 

No  preference  right  can  be  asserted ,  in  the 
piesence  of  an  adverse  claim,  by  a  contest- 
ant who  fails  to  make  entry  within  the  stat- 
utory perio<l  after  notice  of  cancellation.  175, 208 

Who  does  not  exercise  hit)  preference  right 
within  the  statutory  period,  can  not  assert 
the  same  thereafter  in  the  presence  of  ad- 
verse claims,  even  though  he  ii  ay  have  be- 
lieved that  bis  entry  was  in  fact  of  record, 
and  under  such  belief  had  proceeded  to 
comply  with  the  law 208 

Preference  right  of,  not  defeated  by  a  re- 
linquiHhment,  accompanied  with  an  applica- 
tion to  enter,  filed  after  initiation  of  con- 
test  65,525 

Who  fails  to  give  his  proper  itost-office 
address  can  not  set  up  want  of  notice  of  the 
order  of  cancellation,  as  against  an  inter- 
vening entryman  who  has  no  notice  of  any 
defect  in  such  service 574 

Continuance. 

See  Practice. 

Costs. 

See  Practice. 

Cultivation. 

See  Final  Proof  (sub-title,  Pre-einption), 
Of  a  tract  under  authority  of  a  railroad 
company-,  that  has  no  right  thereto,  confers 
no  right  as  against  othertu 559 

Decision. 

See  Judgment. 

Declaratory  tStatenient. 

See  Filinfj. 

Deposition. 

See  Evidence. 

Desert  Land. 

See  Alienation,  Entry,  Final  Proof. 

The  nature  and  location  of,  the  means  and 
facilities  for  irrigation,  and  the  rights  of  ad- 
jacent entrymen,  ma}-  be  properly  considered 
in  determining  questiuUH  of  compactness  ..    27 


Pago. 

Land  bordering  on  a  stream  of  water,  and 
that  produces  a  natural  growth  of  grass  in 
paying  quantities,  is  not 20ft 

Entry. 

See  Alienation,  Application,  Final  Proqf. 

Generaxly. 

Of  public  land  can  not  be  made  by  an  em- 
p1oy6  of  surveyor-generaVs  office  (General 
Land  Office) 96,348 

Made  by  one  who  has  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  local  office,  but  has  not  yet  en- 
tered upon  his  duties,  is  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  which  prohibits  employ6a 
of  the  land  office  from  becoming  interested 
in  the  purchase  of  public  land 280 

May  be  canceled  by  the  Department, 
prior  to  issuance  of  patent,  on  sufficient 
proof  that  the  land  is  not  sulyect  to  such 
appropiiation,  or  that  the  entry  is  in  fraud 
of  the  law 484,507 

Of  intervening  claimant  must  be  canceled, 
if,  after  due  notice,  he  fails  to  show  sufficient 
cause  why  the  adverse  right  of  a  successful 
contestant  should  not  be  recognized 474 

Suspension  of,  does  not  relieve  the  land 
fh>m  reservation ;  and  during  such  suspen- 
sion the  entry  of  another  can  not  be  al- 
lowed    558 

Desert  Land. 

That  embraces  some  laud  not  subject 
thereto,  is  not  necessarily  fraudulent   208 

Will  not  be  disturbed  on  the  ground  that 
the  larger  portion  of  each  smallest  legal  sub- 
division is  nooirrigable,  if  the  reclamation 
shown  is  otherwise  satisfactory,  and  the 
desert  character  of  the  land  is  apparent 277 

Will  not  be  canceled  for  failure  to  show 
personal  knowledge  of  the  land,  if  the  entry 
was  allowed  under  an  existing  practice 
which  did  not  re(|uire  such  showing 155 

Homestead. 

Validity  of,  is  determined  by  the  facta  ex- 
isting at  the  date  it  fs  made 314 

Of  a  less  amount  than  that  covered  by  set- 
tlement operates  as  an  abandonment  of  the 
land  not  entered 557 

Tracts  of  land  cornering  on  each  other  are 
not  within  the  rule  of  contiguity  required 
under  the  homestead  law    307 

Second  will  not  be  allowed  to  one  who  haa 
perfect-ed  title  under  the  first;  and  such  an 
entryman  will  not  be  heard  to  allege  that  the 
first  entry  was  in  fact  illegal  and  fraudulent, 
and  hence  no  bar  to  i  he  secontl 507 

May  be  made  under  the  act  of  Mart*h  2, 
1889,  section  2,  though  the  claimant  may 
have  previously  filed  a  soldier's  declaratory 
statement  for  another  tract 384 

Amendment  of,  allowed  as  against  an  ad- 
verse occupant  who  takes  forcible  posses- 
sion with  full  knowledge  of  the  claimant's 
right 304 

Of  land  covered  by  the  prior  timber  cul- 
ture entry  of  another  not  of  record,  without 
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actual  notice  of  any  claim  therennder,  is  a 
valid  claim  that  will  attach  on  relinquish- 
ment of  the  prior  entry,  and  exclude  the 
right  of  a  oontestant  against  skid  entry 356 

Erroneously  allowed  for  land  within  an 
Indian  reservation  may  remain  intact  on 
the  release  of  the  land,  and  take  effect  as 
of  date  when  the  land  is  opened  to  settle- 
ment  231 

PRBfiMPTION. 

Made  without  the  prerequisite  compliance 
with  law  is  illefl^al,  and  the  entryman  ex- 
hausts his  right  thereby,  and  can  not  make 
a  second 290 

Acts  performed  after,  only  consldereil  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  claimant's 
good  faith  daring  the  period  covered  by  the 
final  proof 290 

Married  woman  ma3'  make,  with  a  view 
to  equitable  adjudication,  where  the  proof 
shows  that  she  duly  complied  with  the  law 
in  the  matter  of  filing,  residence,  and  im- 
provement prior  to  marriage 366 

TiMDRR  CULTURK. 

May  embrace  a  technical  quarter  section 
without  reference  to  its  relation  to  the  en- 
tire section  378 

Within  a  section  containing  a  natural 
erowth  of  valuable  tiuiber  is  invalid,  nnd 
will  be  canceled 500,525 

Made  in  good  faith,  of  land  not  strictly 
"devoid  of  timber  "will  not  be  disturbed 
if  allowed  in  accordance  with  the  depart- 
mental construction  ot  the  statute  then  in 
force  426 

Not  barred  by  the  occupancy  and  poMses- 
Hion  of  one  who  asserts  no  record  claim  to 
the  land  within  the  statutory  period 300 

Allowance  of,  segri^gates  the  land,  even 
though  the  entry  may  not  be  made  of  re- 
cord, and  the  failure  of  the  local  oflicers  to 
place  the  entry  of  record  will  not  affect  the 
nghtsof  the  entryman 356 

Equity. 

Principles  of,  will  protect  one  holding 
under  an  entry,  where  by  mistake  the  pat- 
ent failed  to  describe  the  land  purchased, 
as  against  another  claiming  under  a  subse- 
quent location  of  the  land  made  with  a 
knowle<lge  of  the  facts 123,389 

Equitable  Adjudication. 

See  JPinal  Proof,  llometUad  {»ub-iitle  Oen- 
erally),  Mining  Claim,  Private  Entry,   ' 
The  intervention  of  an  atl  verse  claim  pre- 
cludes action  under  rule  30 59 

Evidence. 

In  a  caso  should  be  limited  to  the  charge 
as  laid  in  the  affidavit  of  contest 75 

An  irregulaiity  in  the  transmission  of 
depositions  may  be  waived  by  agreement  of 
counsel 183 


Page. 

Failure  to  indorse  the  title  of  the  cause  on 
the  envelope  inclosing  depositions  does  not 
oecessurlly  exclude  them  from  considera- 
tion, in  the  absence  of  apparent  prejudice  to 
the  interest  of  the  parties 183 

A  technical  objection  to  the  regularity  of 
depositions  can  not  be  raised  tm  trial  by  one 
who  participates  in  the  examination  of  the 
witnesses,  and  at  such  times  raises  no  ob- 
jections to  the  proceedings 183 

Application  to  take  depositions  on  inter- 
rogatories should  not  be  filed  with  an  officer 
designated  to  take  testimony,  but  when  so 
filed,  and  sent  up  with  tie  record,  should  bo 
considered  on  the  day  of  hearing 575 

The  affidavit  of  contest  need  not  accom- 
pany an  order  designating  an  officer  to  take 
testimony,  nor  is  it  necessary  that  such  affi- 
davit should  bo  in  his  possession .'  ilg 

An  officer  designated  to  take  testimony, 
under  rule  35  of  practice,  may  authorize 
any  other  qualified  officer  to  act  in  his  place .  418 

Want  of  authority  in  an  officer  designated 
to  take  final  proof  will  notafl'ect  the  validity 
of  testimony  taken  before  him  under  rule 
35  of  practice,  at  the  time  such  proof  is  sub- 
mitted    539 

Testimony  offered  on  final  proof  is  not 
admissible  in  proceedings  ordered  to  test 
the  validity  of  an  entry,  but  duo  weight 
should  be  given  to  the  legal  presumption 
that  the  entry  is  valid 176 

Affidavit  filed  with  an  appeal  to  the  De- 
partment not  received  as,  in  a  contested 
case 553 

Admission  that  the  facts  stated  in  a  spe- 
cial agent's  report  are  true  does  not  extend 
to  a  conclusion  of  said  agent  contained 
therein 462 

Taken  at  the  instance  of  an  attorney,  who, 
under  section  190,  R.  S.,  was  not  authorized 
to  act  as  such,  will  not  be  considered 25 

Stipulation  of  attorneys  as  to  matters  of, 
is  binding  upon  the  parties  in  the  absence 
of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  prevailing 
party 71 

Not  "obviously  irrelevant "  should  not  be 
excluded  by  the  local  office 461 

It  is  not  error  that  a  party  is  not  informed 
of  his  right  to  cross-examine  witnesses 
where  due  opportunity  for  cn>ss-examina- 
tionisaUowed 41S 

Failure  of  a  witness  to  sign  his  t<'Stimony 
may  bo  cured,  where  a  rehearing  is  ordered, 
by  his  signing  the  same,  nfterdue  examina- 
tion thereof  and  making  oath  thereto 575- 

Refusal  of  the  entryman  to  testify.  Justi- 
fies an  adverse  conclusion  where  his  good 
faith  is  in  doubt. 571> 

FiiiuiT. 

For  unoffered  land  under  the  act  of  1843 
protected  the  settler  until  the  commence- 
ment of  public  sale,  and  this  protection  was 
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not  modified  antil  the  paMftK^  of  the  ftcts  of 
July  14,  l«70,  and  March  3, 1871 195 

The  atatotory  life  oi;  having  expired  with- 
out proof  and  payment,  the  presamption 
arises  that  all  claims  thereunder  are  aban- 
doned   ^^ 

I>efectiye  for  want  of  previous  settle- 
ment is  made  good  by  settlement  thereaf- 
ter in  the  absence  of  an  intervening  adverse 
claim 208 

By  one  foreign  bom,  who  has  not  declared 
his  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  becomes 
valid,  if  such  declaration  is  made  prior  to 
the  intervention  of  an  adverse  right 121 

For  land  covered  by  the  prior  homestead 
entry  of  another  should  not  be  allowed,  un- 
less the  superior  right  of  the  pre-emptor  is 
shown  on  a  hearing  had  for  that  purpose..  462 

Transmuted  to  a  homestead  entry,  under 
which  title  is  perfected,  exhausts  the  p're- 
emptive  right,  though  such  filing  is  made 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes  322 

By  a  minor,  with  full  knowledge  of  his 
disqualification,  who  subsequently  sella  his 
relinquisbraent,  exhausts  his  pre-emptive 
right 562 

Made  in  the  interest  of  another  is  illegal, 
and  must  be  canceled M8 

A  pre-emptor  is  not  estopped  from  prov- 
ing  that  his  settlement  was  in  fact  made 
at  a  differont  and  earlier  date  than  that  al- 
leged in  his  declarator^'  statement 143 

The  right  to  amend,  can  not  be  exercised 
in  the  prosenee  of  a  valid  intervening  ad- 
verse claim 477 

Second,  will  only  be  allowed  where  the 
claimant,  by  reason  of  a  prior  or  adverse 
right,  is  unable  to  perfect  title  under  the 
first 121 

Second,  will  not  be  allowed  on  the  ground 
that  the  land  included  in  the  first  is  not 
habitable,  unless  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the 
settler  in  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence  was 
unable  to  discover  the  true  character  of  the 
land 
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Made  in  good  faith  by  a  minor,  but  aban- 
doned when  the  fact  of  minority  is  discov- 
ered, is  no  bar  to  a  second 317 

OSAGK. 

Failure  of  settler  on  Osage  land  to  make, 
within  three  months  after  settlement  sub- 
jects his  claim  to  any  other  valid  interven- 
ing right 396  I 

Time  within  which  Osage,  is  required  to 
be  made  will  not  run  where  the  local  office 
is  closed,  and  the  Commissioner  so  directs.  256 

Where  two  claimants  for  Osage  land  are 
each  in  default  in  the  matter  of,  the  one  who 
makes  the  first  has  the  better  right,  subject 
only  to  defeat  in  case  of  failure  to  submit 
proof  within  six  months .62,275 


Final  Proof. 

See  PraetUse  {Sub-titU,  Hearing), ^Timber  and 
Stone  act. 

Gene  K  ALLY. 

Circular  of  October  21,  1890,  under  the 
act  of  October  1,  1890,  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands 402 

The  act  of  May  26, 1890,  authorizing  proof 
before  "any  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court,"  does  not  change  exist- 
ing provisions  defining  the  place  for  taking 
such  proof 361 

The  circular  of  June  25, 1890  (10  L.D.,  687), 
issued  under  the  act  of  May  26, 1890,  must 
be  construed  to  mean  that  said  act  does  not 
authorise  the  making  of  the  proofs  and  affi- 
davit mentioned  therein  before  a  commis- 
sioner outside  the  county  and  State  or  dis- 
trict and  territory  in  which  the  lands  are 
situated,  except  where  the  lands  are  within 
an  unorganized  county S61 

Should  not  be  submitted  for  land  involved 
in  a  pending  contest '. 449 

The  local  office  is  without  authority  to 
accept,  for  land  involved  in  a  case  pending 
on  appeal 689 

Should  not  be  submitted  during  the  pend- 
ency of  adverse  proceedings  instituted  by 
another  to  secure  title  to  the  land  in- 
volved   256,452 

On  a  protest  against,  it  is  a  matter  of  dis- 
cretion with  the  oommissioner  whether  a 
hearing  shall  be  ordered 273 

In  proceedings  under  protest  against,  the 
commissioner  should  pass  on  the  whole  case 
as  presented  by  the  record,  including  the 
sufficiency  of  the  proof. 409 

In  proceedings  under  protest  of  a  raUroad 
company  against,  the  qualifications  of  the 
settler  at  date  of  settlement  will  be  pre- 
sumed on  appeal  in  the  absence  ot  any  alle- 
gation to  the  contrary  in  the  protest 437 

If  the  protest  by  a  railroad  company 
against,  does  not  raise  any  question  as  to 
tlie  settler's  citizenship  at  the  dat«  of  set- 
tlement, the  company  will  not  be  allowed 
to  do  so  on  appeal 437 

Special  notice  of  intention  to  submit, 
should  be  given  adverse  claimants  of  rec- 
ord, and  proof  submitted  without  such 
notice  requires  republication  with  special 
citation  to  the  adverse  claimant 172 

A  transferee  may  be  accorded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  the  qualifications  of  the 
entryman 3 

Mortgagee  may  cure  defect  in,  caused  by 
the  substitution  of  a  witness  by  due  adver- 
tisement of  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who 
testified,  and  such  proof  may  then  be  ac- 
cepted in  the  absence  of  protest 581 

When  not  taken  before  the  officer  desig- 
nated, and  the  entryman  refuses  to  respond 
to  further  requirements,  the  transferee  may 
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file  the  oertiflcatea  of  the  officer  designated, 
and  the  one  officiating,  that  no  protest  was 
filed  against  the  entry ;  or,  in  the  absence  of 
•uoh  certificates,  readvertise 260 

Where  no  canse  is  shown  for  failnre  to 
aubniit  on  the  day  fixed  therefor,  bat  the 
local  office  accepts  the  same,  the  entry  may 
be  equitably  confirmed 3 

Where  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  is 
taken  before  an  officer  not  anthorised  by 
atatnte  to  take  snch  proof,  the  entry  may  be 
equitably  confirmed  if  otherwise  regular  and 
in  compliance  with  law 299 

Where  the  officer  designated  is  not  quali- 
fied to  take,  an  entry  may  be  allowed  with  a 
view  to  equitable  action,  if  the  proof  is 
otherwise  regular  and  shows  due  compli- 
ance with  law SSSO 

Where  taken  at  the  time  and  place  desig- 
nated, bat  not  before  the  officer  named  in 
the  notice,  the  entry  may  be  equitably  con- 
firmed, in  the  absence  of  protest 578 

Supplemental  proof  of  residence  maj-  be 
submitted  where  no  adverse  claims  exist. . .  312 

In  proceedings  under  protest  against,  a 
decision  of  the  local  office  that  the  claimant 
is  entitled  to  make  new  proof  is  not  such  an 
adverse  judgment  as  will,  in  the  absence  of 
appeal,  defeat  his  right  to  have  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioner  on  the  sufficiency 
of  the  proof  already  submitted 544 

Dksekt  Land. 

Should  be  made  within  three  years  from 
date  of  initial  entry,  even  though  the  official 
surveys  have  not  been  extended  over  the 
land 414 

Where  made  prior  to  survey,  supplemen- 
tal, without  republication  should  be  required 
after  survey  showing  acUustment  to  the  lines 
of  survey 414 

Where  itot  submitted  within  the  statu- 
tory period,  and  the  delay  is  satisfactorily 
explained,  the  entry  may  be  equitably  con- 
firmed      27 

It  proof  of  reclamation  is  not  made  within 
the  statutory  period,  the  intervention  of  an 
adverse  claim  defeats  the  right  to  perfect 
the  entry 68 

Should  definitely  show  what  proportion  of 
each  legal  subdivision  has  been  irrigated  .  58, 246 

Should  show  what  proportion  of  each  legal 
subdivision  has  been  irrigated 58 

HOMRSTEAD. 

In  case  of  discrepancy  between  proof  of 
military  service  submitted  and  the  record's 
of  the  War  Department,  the  claimant,  if  un- 
able to  explain  the  discrepancy,  must  show 
sufficient  actual  residence  on  the  land  to 
complete  the  requisite  period 868 

OSAOK. 

Where  two  claimants  are  both  in  default 
either  as  to  filing  or  final  proof,  the  superior 
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right  is  in  the  one  who  first  submits  final 
proof '. 275 

That  the  receiver's  receipt  is  dated  one 
day  beyond  six  months  from  date  of  filing 
will  not  defeat  the  entry,  where  the  proof 
was  made  within  said  period  and  good  faith 
is  apparent 116 

It  may  be  presumed  that  the  first  payment 
was  properly  tendered  where  the  proof  is 
rejected  for  i-easons  not  involving  payment, 
and  the  record  shows  full  compliance  with 
law  in  other  respects,  but  is  silent  as  to  such 
tender 396 

Preemption. 

One  who  has  submitted,  under  his  filing, 
is  under  no  obligation  to  protest  against  the 
proof  of  another  who  subsequently  Initiates 
a  claim  for  the  land 449 

New,  can  not  be  made  by  one  who  has  made 
entry  without  prerequisite  compliance  with 
law 290 

Preemptor  who  elects  to  make,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  adverse  claim,  must  abide  there- 
suit  thereof,  and  submit  to  an  order  of  can- 
cellation if  compliance  with  law  is  not 
shown 388 

Delay  in  makin<{  payment  will  not  defeat 
an  entry  allowed  prior  to  the  regulations  re- 
quiring proof  aud  payment  to  be  made  at 
the  same  time 66 

Where  not  made  before  the  local  office, 
and  the  delay  in  payment  is  explained,  ad- 
ditional proof  of  non-alienation  is  not  re- 
quired, if  it  appears  that  the  law  had  been 
complied  with  up  to  the  date  of  proof  and 
the  entryman  had  not  then  sold  or  agreed 
to  sell  the  land 66 

Showing  as  to  improvements  not  gov- 
erned by  specific  statutory  requirements, 
but  must  be  such  as  to  indicate  good  faith  .  172 

That  shows  breaking  and  use  of  the  land 
for  grazing  purposes,  is  sufficient  as  to  cul- 
tivation, where  the  land  is  suitable  only  for 
pasturage 585 

Hearlng^. 

See  Practice. 

Homestead. 

See  Entry,  Finai  I^roqf^  Mineral  Land, 

Generally. 

Rights  acquired  by  settlement,  not  de- 
feated by  subsequent  town  site  settlement.  330 

Where  the  entryman  in  good  faith  culti- 
vates and  improves  the  land,  but  dies  with- 
out having  established  residence  thereon, 
the  widow  may  show  her  residence  on  the 
land  and  connection  with  the  claim  with  the 
view  to  equitable  action 235 

Right  not  impaired  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
initiated  pending  the  issuance  of  final  cer- 
tificate on  preemption  proof  previously 
submitted  by  the  claimant  in  due  com- 
pliance with  law  182 
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Right  not  vitiated  by  tlie  fact  that  tbe 
land  entered  couUins  a  atone  quarry,  and 
that  the  entrjman  was  aware  of  such  fact 
at  date  of  application,  if  good  faith  is  other- 
wise apparent 1*® 

A  settler  in  good  faith  who  is  subsequently 
appointed  register  before  the  land  is 
opened  to  entry  is  entitled  to  perfect  his 
claim  under  section  2287,  R.  S.,  the  same  as 
though  it  had  been  initiated  by  an  applica- 
tion to  enter 1® 

Section  2287,  R.  S.,  authorizes  the  perfec- 
tion of  a  pending  claim  through  payment  for 
the  land,  and  not  through  a  constructive 
residence  thereon 18 

Right  can  not  be  acquired  by  an  Indian 
who  main  tains  the  tri  bal  relation 57 

The  language  in  section  2,  act  of  Septem- 
ber 29,  1800,  authorizing  a  "second  home- 
stead entry  "  refere  only  to  those  who  had 
theretofore  madesuch  entry  but  failed  from 
any  cause  to  perfect  the  same 625 

Act  of  June  15, 1880. 

Right  of  purchase  suspended  by  the  ini- 
tiation of  a  contest 261 

Allowance  of  cash  entry  during  the  pend- 
ency of  a  con  lost  is  an  error  that  can  only  be 
raised  on  behalf  of  the  successful  contest- 
ant   ^8 

Right  of  purchase  defeated  by  interven- 
ing claim  where  the  applicant  falls  to  ap- 
peal in  time  from  the  rejection  of  his  appli- 
cation  -- ^''O 

Failure  of  the  homesteadento  comply  with 
the  law  in  the  matters  of  settlement  and 
residence  does  not  affect  his  right  of  par- 
chase  *®2 

Cancellation  of  the  original  entry  no  bar 
to  purchase  under  the  act 416 

Personal  affidavit  not  required  of  the  orig- 
inal entryman  where  he  applies  to  pur- 
chase and  the  duplicate  receipt  is  with  the 

record ^^ 

Ca-'h  entry  allowed  on  the  affidavit  of  the 
entryman's  attorney  will  not  be  disturbed 
where,  after  transfer  of  the  land,  the  entry- 
man  refuses  to  make  the  affidavit  required 
by  the  regulations 587 

Additional. 

Under  the  act  of  March  3.  1879,  an  entry 
can  not  be  maintained  by  acts  of  entryman's 
tenant  in  the  matter  of  residence,  occupancy, 
and  cultivation 412 

Application  to  make,  under  section  6,  act 
of  March  2,  1889,  may  be  presented  by  one 
who  has  commuted  for  part  of  the  land  cov- 
ered bya  former  entry 364 

Commutation. 

Right  of,  dependentupon  prior  compliance 
with  the  homestead  law^ 235^812 

One  who  submits  proof  for  part  of  the  land 
covered  by  his  original  entry  exhausts  his 
right  tliereandei ,  but  may  apply  for  addi- 


tional entry  under  section  6,  act  of  March 
2,1889 3W 

Soldiers. 

Declaratory  statement  can  not  be  filed  for 
unsurveyed  land 8S 

Filing  a  declaratory  statement  does  not 
exhaust  tbe  right  of  entry  under  the  act  of 
March2,  1889 384 

If  a  declaratory  statement  is  illegal  be- 
cause filed  while  the  claimant  is  residing  on 
a  preemption  claim,  such  illegality  may  be 
cured  by  subsequent  entry  under  the  filing, 
after  submission  of  preemption  proof,  and 
in  the  absence  of  any  intervening  right 28S 

Illinois. 

See  iSwamp  Laiid. 

Improvements. 

See  Pre-emption. 

Indemnity. 

See  Railroad  Orant,  School  Land. 

Indian  Lands. 

Members  of  the  citizen  band  of  Pottawat> 
omies  may  elect  whether  they  will  take  allot- 
ments under  the  act  of  May  23, 1872,  or  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1887 105 

New  selections  may  be  allowed  under  the 
act  of  May  23,  1872,  in  lien  of  allotments 
pending  thereunder  and  unpeHected  at  the 
passage  of  the  acts  of  March  1  and  2,  1889, 
and  certificates  therefor  may  issue  on  the 
payment  of  the  sum  per  acre  originally 
given  by  the  United  States lOS 

Allotments  provided  for  prior  to  the  act 
of  1887  not  necessarily  confined  to  the  terms 
ofthe  prior  act. 197 

Agricultural  lands  formerly  within  Sioux 
Reservation  must  be  disposed  of  under  the 
homestead  law ...- 231 

Osage. 

See  PiUng,  Final  Proof. 

Purchaser  of,  must  be  an  actual  settler. .  269. 

319. 275 

Where  two  claimants  for.  are  both  in 
default,  either  as  to  filing  or  final  proof 
and  payment,  the  superior  right  must  be 
accorded  to  the  one  who  first  submits  final 
proof 275 

A  single  woman  who  has  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  proemptor,  and  after  due  compli- 
ance with  law  and  submission  of  final  proof 
marries,  is  not  by  such  marriajce  deprived  of 
the  right  to  have  her  entry  allowed :  396 

The  purchaser  of,  must  show  that  he  is  an 
actual  settler  by  residence  following  the  al- 
leged act  of  settlement,  and  the  proof  re- 
quired of  such  fact  is  no  less  in  degree  than 
that  required  under  the  preemption  law  ...  216 

The  provisions  of  section  2285,  R.  S.,  do 
not  exempt  the  settlers  named  therein  fh>m 
tbe  specified  rohtrictions  of  the  preemption 
law,  except  as  to  lands  held  by  settlement 
on  May  9,  1872,  and  the  purchase  of  such 
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lands  exhausts  the  preSmptive  right,  either 
as  to  Osage  or  other  land 372 

Settlement  on,  aabseqnent  to  the  act  of 
May  9, 1872,  does  not  aathorize  the  parohase 
thereof,  if  prior  thereto  the  settler  had  per- 
fected an  entry  of  saoh  land  372 

One  who  qnits  or  abandons  residence  on 
his  own  land  to  reside  on  Osage  land  in  the 
same  State  is  dl  sqnalifled  to  purchase  said 
land 164 

Requirement  as  to  six  months'  residence  I 
prior  to  final  proof  not  applied  with  the 
same  rigor  to  settler  on  Osage  hind  as  to  a 
preSmptor  of  other  land,  but  the  acts  of 
such  settler  must  show  clearly  an  intention 
of  making  the  land  his  home 302 

Settlement  and  occupancy  of,  do  not  se- 
cure the  right  of  purchase  if  such  acts  were 
not  with  the  intention  of  taking  the  land         i 
for  a  home. 268,319 

Otoe  and  Missouria. 

The  settlement  required  of  a  purchaser 
must  be  in  good  faith  and  permanent  in  char- 
acter   546 

Instructions  and  circulars. 

See  tablet  of,  and  eirciilarg  cited  and  eon- 
timed,  page  xvii. 

Judirnient. 

An  order  of  cancellation  based  on  the  re- 
port of  a  special  agent  can  not  bo  treated 
a4  fioal  if  the  record  does  not  uhow  notice 
of  such  action  duly  served  upon  the  entry, 
man 278 

Jurisdiction. 

See  Ret  Judicata. 

Of  the  commissioner  to  render  a  decision 
on  the  whole  record,  where  he  has  ordered  a 
rehearing,  not  affected  by  the  action  of  the 
locnl  oflice  on  the  evidence  submitted  at  such 
rehearing IW 

Commissioner  has  no  authority  to  enter- 
tain an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local 
office  on  claims  presented  nnddr  the  Vigil 
and  St.  Vrain  grant,  as  the  statute  in  such 
case  directs  that  saiil  claims  shall  be  estab- 
lished to  the  satisfaction  of  said  office,  and 
does  not  provide  for  an  appeal  therefrom  . .  226 

l,and  Department. 

Em  ploy  6s  of,  may  not  enter  public  lands. 
Circular  of  September  15, 1890 348 

Clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general 
are  clerks  or  employ6s  in  the  general  land 
office  within  the  meaning  of  section  452  R.  S., 
and  therefore  disqualified  to  enter  public 
land 06 

Local  Office. 

While  closed,  time  will  not  run  as  against 
applicants  forpnblic  land  if  the  Commissioner 
so  directs 256 
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mineral  I^and. 

A  segregation  survey  at  the  expense  of  the 
agricultural  claimant  may  be  directed,  where 
his  claim  includes  land  of  mineral  character, 
coTered  by  a  previous  mineral  location. .  409 

The  Department  retains  Jurisdiction  to 
consider  and  determine  the  character  of  land 
claimed  under  the  mineral  laws  until  the  is- 
suuioe  of  patent 246, 441 

Proximity  of  land  to  coal  veins  will  not 
alone  warrant  the  conclusion  that  it  is  min- 
eral in  character 462 

Mineral  character  of  land  as  a  present  fact 
must  be  shown  to  support  the  conclusion 
that  the  land  is  such,  when  not  so  returned.  462 

Report  of  a  special  agent,  made  prior  to  the 
act  of  March  3,  1883,  that  land  is  valuable  for 
coal,  excludes  such  land  from  subsequent 
homestead  entry  until  after  public  offering 
(Ala.) 547 

Land  reported  valuable  for  coal  prior  to 
the  act  of  1883,  but  covered  by  a  Iiomestead 
entry  at  date  of  the  act,  liecomes  subject 
thereto  on  the  cancellation  of  the  entry 
(Ala.) 547 

Additional  homestead  entry  of  land  re- 
ported valuable  for  coal  prior  to  the  act  or 
March  3. 1883,  can  not  be  allowed  until  after 
public  offering  (Ala.) 557 

minini?  Claim. 

Application  will  not  be  allowed  if  the 
mineral  character  of  the  land  does  not  satis- 

factority  appear 563 

Placer  application  will  not  be  allowed  if 
the  evidence  does  not  show  as  a  present  fact 

the  placer  character  of  the  land 441 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States,  acting  in 
the  interest  of  a  foreign  corporation,  can 
not  make  a  mineral  entry  for  the  benefit  of 

such  corporation ..- 425 

Application  to  make  entry,  held  without 
action  during  the  absence  of  the  register, 
reserves  the  land  covered  thereby  until  final 

action  thereon 212 

Entry  made  during  the  existence  of  an- 
other entry  for  the  same  tract  is  irregular, 
but  may  be  allowo<l  to  stand  on  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  previous  entry 120 

A  decision  cancelUng  an  entry  "without 
pr^ndice  to  the  claimant's  proceeding  de 
novo,  in  a  regular  manner,''  is  in  effect  only 
a  permit  to  the  claimant  to  renew  his  ap- 
plication, subject  to  adverse  rights   120 

The  publication  of  an  application  in  a 

weekly  paper  requires  ten  insertions 457 

Where  the  publication  is  made  under  a 
I  former  piactice  that  recognized  nine  inser- 
I  tions  in  a  weekly  paper  as  sufficient,  the  en- 
I      try  may  be  equitably  confirmed  in  the  ab- 

'      Hence  of  an  a<lverse  claim  457 

In  case  of  protest  against  an  application, 
the  local  office  is  authorized  to  order  a  hear- 
ing to  determine  the  character  of  the  land, 
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and  whether  there  baa  been  due  oompUanoe 
withlaw 214 

The  failure  of  an  a^rent,  who  fllea  an  ad- 
verse claim,  to  famish  therewith  proof  in 
oorroboration  of  his  sworn  statement  of 
authority,  will  not  defeat  the  right  of  the 
adverse  claimant  to  have  the  controversy 
settled  in  theconrtu 150 

An  adverse' claim  will  be  recognized  as 
filed  within  time,  if  snch  filing  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  regolations  then  in  force 891 

Failure  to  prosecute  an  adverse  claim,  or 
in  other  manner  assert  a  right  against  a 
known  pending  application,  is  conclusive  as 
against  the  existence  of  such  righ  t 8 

The  local  oflBce  has  no  authority  to  allow 
an  entry  daring  the  pendency  of  adverse 
Judicial  proceedings    150 

Judicial  proceedings  instituted  outside  of 
the  authority  of  section  2326  R.  8.,  can  not 
affect  departmental  action  on  an  application 
for  patent 8 

No  action  can  be  taken  in  the  Land  De- 
partment on  an  application  for  patent  dar- 
ing the  pendency  of  adverse  judicial  pro- 
ceedings   391 

Tbe  relinquishment  by  the  applicant  of 
the  land  originally  in  conflict,  does  not 
authorize  the  Laud  Department  in  reas- 
suming Jurisdiction,  during  the  pendency  of 
judicial  proceedings  by  an  adverse  claimant, 
who  has  been  permitted  in  such  proceedings 
to  amend  so  as  to  embrace  a  larger  quantity 
of  land  than  was  included  in  the  original 
adverse  claim 391 

Individual  rights  of  an  applicant  are  not 
waived  by  his  executing,  as  president  of  a 
company,  an  agreement  recognizing  inter- 
ests adverse  to  said  company 8 

Entry  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
equitable  acUudication  where  the  published 
notice  of  application  is  not  as  explicit  in  the 
matter  of  description  (connecting  line)  as  the 
notice  posted  on  the  claim 234 

The  surface  right  is  an  adjunct  of  the  lode 
claim,  and  can  not  extend  beyond  the  point 
where  the  lode  intersectH  the  exterior  line 
of  a  senior  location 236,260 

Where  several  claims  are  embraced  within 
one  application,  the  annual  work  required 
by  statute  may  be  done  on  one  of  such  claims 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  claims  covered 
by  the  application 8 

The  use  and  occupancy  of  land  for  the 
maintenance  of  pumping  works,  necessary 
to  the  operation  of  a  lode  mine,  is  snch  a  use 
as  will  authorize  entry  of  the  land  as  a  mill- 
site 338 

Mill-site  location  not  made  for  the  use  or 
occupancy  of  the  applicant,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  another  can  not  be  passed  to  pat- 
ent    561 

IVHsdescrlption. 

See  Patent,  Equity. 
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NaturatliaBaUon. 

Of  the  father,  daring  the  minority  of  the 
son,  inures  to- the  benefit  of  the  latter  and 
makes  him  a  citizen 578 

Notice. 

See  Practice  (sub-title  Notice). 

Obiter  dicta. 

Department  not  iMand  by  the  expression 
of  an  opinion  in  a  matter  not  needful  to  the 
determination  of  the  question  actually  in- 
volved   244 

Occupancy. 

See  Poteeeeion, 

Officer. 

Mistake  of,  sh  »uld  not  prejudice  the  rights 
of  an  applicant  tor  public  land 191 

Failure  or  refuel  of  the  local  officers  to    ' 
properly  discharge  a  duty  will  not  defeat  a 
right 218.356 

Oklaiioma. 

Townaite  circular  of  July  10,  1890 24 

Townsite  circular  of  July  18, 1890,  commu- 
ted homestead 68 

Pablio  lands  in,  general  circalar  of  Jal^* 
21,1890 79 

The  act  of  March  2,  1889,  opening  to  set- 
tlement and  entry  the  Territory,  as  limited 
by  the  third  proviso  of  secVion  13,  of  said 
act,  prohibits  any  one  from  entering  said 
Territory,  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  by  proc- 
lamation, with  the  intention  of  settlement 
on  any  part  thereof 330 

No  permission  t4)  be  within  the  Territory 
by  virtue  of  special  employment  therein  can 
be  granted,  as  against  the  express  terms  of 
the actof  1889 330 

One  who  is  permissibly  within  the  Terri- 
tory pnor  to  the  opening  thereof,  and  seeks 
to  take  advantage  of  his  presence  therein, 
has  "entered  and  occupied"  the  same  in 
violation  of  the  statute,  and  is  disqualified 
to  enter  any  of  said  lands,  or  acqaire  any 
right  thereto 330 

Osai^e  liand. 

See  Indian  Landt,  FUing,  JHiuU  Proof. 

Otoe  and  Iflissonria  Indian 
I«and. 

See  SetOement,  Indian  Lands. 

Patent. 

Suit  to  set  aside,  will  not  be  advised  in 
the  absence  of  a  specific  showing  sufficient 
to  justify  such  action 32 

May  issue  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the 
description  of  the  land 123 

Misdescription  in  final  certificate  and,  will 
not  defeat  the  right  of  the  purchaser  to  the 
land  actaally  covered  by  the  sale  and  pur- 
chase, or  render  such  land  subject  to  the  en- 
try of  another 123.389 
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Cdrtlfloation  eqaiyalent  to,  where  patent 
is  not  reqaired  by  statute,  and  the  validity 
thereof  can  only  be  questioned  in  the  courts  475 

Hearing  may  be  ordered  to  determine 
whether  suit  to  vacate,  should  be  advised . .  590 

Payment. 

Time  extended  for,  in  case  of  failure  of 
crops,  circular  of  October  27, 1890 417 

Possession. 

And  occupancy  of  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  working  a  stone  quarry  thereon, 
confers  no  right  as  against  the  CTnlted 
States,  or  others  having  a  valid  claim  under 
its  laws  140 

Practice. 

See  OonteiU  Evidence,  Judgment,  Juritdiction, 
liee  Judicata. 

GlfiNERALLY. 

The  General  Land  Office  should  follow  the 
rulings  of  the  Department  in  the  (Unpositiou 
of  cases  that  fall  within  such  rulings 174 

When  witnesses  are  examined  by  the  lo- 
Citl  officers  their  finding  of  fact«  where  the 
testimony  is  conflicting  is  entitled  to  spe- 
cial consideration  409,443,400 

Concurring  decinicns  of  ths local,  and  gen- 
eral land  offices,  an  to  questions  of  fact,  are 
generally  accepted  an  conclusive  by  the  De- 
partment where  the  evidence  is  conflicting 321, 

rM4, 409, 426,  443, 490 

The  rule  as  to  the  elfect  of  concurring  de- 
cisions below  is  not  followed  by  the  Depart- 
ment in  questions  of  l<iw 426 

The  Department  will  not  render  an  opin- 
ion in  a  hypothetical  case 511 

Record  of  procc  Mlings  in  the  local  office 
should  show  with  exactness  the  dates  when 
papers  are  filed  or  action  taken 1 17 

Sworn  statement  of  attoruey,  disclosing 
the  intorests  of  an  iotervenor,  must  contain 
a  full  showing  of  his  means  of  his  know  ledge, 
and  such  facts  as  will  affirmatively  show  that 
the  party  seeking  to  intervene  has  a  present 
interest  in  the  mutter  involved 305 

Motion  to  dismiss  should  not  be  filed  with 
an  officer  designated  to  take  toatimony,  but  j 

when  so  filed  and  sent  np  with  the  record 
should  be  considered  on  the  day  of  hearing.  575  ; 

Proceedings  on  the  report  of  special  agent  176.   i 

278,3ll.y6i».462,507,679  ' 

Amendmkxt.  I 

Of  an  application  for  certiorari,  denied  for  i 

want  of  formality,  can  not  be  allowed 3i0  , 

Appeal. 

See  JuriMdU:tion.  \ 

"Will  not  lie  from  an  inU'rlocutory  order  of 
thelocalofflce 84  I 

Should  betaken  from  the  original  decision 
and  not  from  the  rt-fiisul  to  grant  a  rehear- 
ing   260  • 

Kegulnrly  taken  should  not  be  dimissed . .  235  . 


Paga 

An  attorney  who  advances  money  for  the 
prosecution  of  a  contest  is  not  entitled  to  the 
right  of,  if  the  suit  is  dismissed 65 

By  attorney  on  behalf  of  deceased  client 
without  efibct 604 

When  filed  fh>m  a  decision  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  removes  the  case  from  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  that  office 140, 409 

Rights  lost  by  failure  to 416,  570 

If  not  taken  from  the  rejection  of  an  ap- 
plication to  contest  an  entry,  all  rights  are 
lost  thereunder 179 

In  the  absence  of,  and  no  reason  shown 
therefor,  the  Department  will  not  undertake 
to  review  a  decision  of  the  G-enernl  Land  Of- 
fice    101 

Failure  t-o  appeal  from  the  r^ection  of  an 
application  does  not  impair  the  claim  of  the 
applicant  if  he  is  not  informed  of  the  right 
of  appeal  191 

By  one  not  a  party  to  the  record  will  not 
be  entertained  in  the  absence  of  due  show- 
ing as  to  the  nature  of  the  interest  claimed 
by  the  iutei-vening  appellant 499 

Validity  of,  from  the  local  office  will  not  be 
considered  by  the  Department  where  the 
case  is  submitted  on  its  merits  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  and  without  objection  to 
its  jurisdiction C30 

Time  for  filing  from  decision  of  Commis- 
sioner begins  to  run  from  the  date  that 
service  is  first  made,  whether  it  be  upon 
the  party  himself  or  upon  his  attorney, 
either  local  or  resident  in  Washington 439 

In  all  cases  where  held  defective  by  the 
General  Land  Office  the  case  should  be 
transmitted  to  the  Department  and  the  let- 
ter of  transmittal  should  specifically  desig- 
nate wherein  the  appeal  is  defective 48 

Failure  of  the  Commissioner  to  return  un- 
der rnle  82  nn  appeal  defective  for  want  of 
notice,  does  not  relieve  the  Department 
from  the  necessity  of  diimiissing  the  same 
on  account  of  said  defect,  if  the  time  allowed 
for  appeal  and  notice  has  expired 375 

In  the  absence  of,  a  decision  of  the  local 
office  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regu- 
lations may  be  corrected  bj*  the  Commis- 
sioner  896,407 

In  the  absence  of,  the  decision  of  the  local 
office  is  final  as  to  the  fact**,  and  will  not  be 
disturbed  by  the  Commissioner  except  under 
Rule4H 300 

Specifications  of  error  should  clearly  and 
concisely  designate  the  err.)rji  allowed 214 

Will  be  dismissed  if  there  is  no  proof  that 
a  copy  of  the  appeal  and  specifications  of  er- 
ror was  sei  ved  on  the  opposite  party 48 

Will  not  be  considered  in  the  absence  of 
proper  service  of  notice  thereof  on  the  oppo- 
sl te  party 249,  385 

There  Is  no  prescribed  form  of  words  to 
be  used  in  giving  notice  of,  and  to  serve  the 
appellee  with  a  true  copy  thereof  is  suffi- 
cient notice  : 406 
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Pas*'. 

The  words  "service  accepted"  indoised 
on  the,  by  the  attorney  of  appellee,  imply 
service  of  uotJoe  accepted,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  receipt  of  *'  copy  "  thus  in- 
dorsed implies  that  such  copy  is  of  the  pa- 
per HO  indorsed 406 

Will  not  bo  (entertained  if  a  copy  thereof 
is  not  served  upon  the  opposite  party  within 
the  prescribed  pt-riod 385 

Taken  from  a  decision  holding  an  entr3' 
for  cancellation,  oii  account  of  the  adverse 
claim  of  another,  will  not  be  entertained  in 
the  absence  of  due  notice  to  such  adverse 
claimant 375 

Fiom  the  rejection  of  an  application  to 
enter  will  not  be  entertained,  iii  the  absence 
of  notice  to  an  adverse  claimant  of  record. .  621 

Will  not  be  dismissed  on  the  ground  that 
a  copy  thereof  was  not  served  in  time  on 
the  opposite  party,  if  tiie  record  does  not 
show  when  notice  of  the  decision  was  served 
on  the  appellant    49 

From  a  deoisiou  holding  an  entr}-  for  can- 
collation  waived  by  a  subsequent  applica- 
tion for  repayment  of  the  purchase  money . .  624 

Continuance. 

Of  a  case,  from  day  to  day,  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  consent  of  the  parties,  preclades 
subsequent  objection  to  such  notion 346 

Costs. 

Under  nilo  55  each  party  must  pay  the 
cost  of  taking  the  testimony  of  his  own  wit- 
nesses, both  on  direct  anil  cross-examina- 
tion  388 

Hearing. 

Discretionarj*  with  tho  Commissioner 
whether  he  will  order  a,  uu  protest  ftled 
against  final  proof 273 

Refusal  of  the  Commissioner  to  order,  on 
protest  against  dual  proof,  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed if  such  action  docs  not  amount  to 
the  denial  of  a  right 307 

Application  for,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary, calls  for  the  exercise  of  his  discretion- 
ary authority,  and  he  should  therefor-e  be 
fully  informed  as  to  all  facts  connc<;ted 
with  the  Hubject-mutler 349 

Ordered  by  the  Department,  is  not  af- 
fected by  the  circular  instructions  of  May 
15, 1889,  issued  to  special  agents  by  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  directing  the  suspcuaion  of 
proceedings  wherein  it  is  believed  that  the 
government  will  not  be  able  to  sustain  the 
charge  agaiuHt  the  entry 369 

Notice. 

See  Appeal  (Mtipra). 

QucHtions  affecting  the  sufliciency  of,  can 
only  be  raised  by  the  defendant,  or  one 
claiming  under  him 109 

A  defendant  who  appears  i^enerally,  with- 
out objection  to  the  sufficiency  of,  can  not 
luisesuch  riuestion  after  judgment 418 


Pagft. 

Objection  Ut  the  snflBcienoy  of,  waived  by 
general  appearance 198 

One  who  admits  the  service  of,  and  ap* 
pears  generally  without  allegation  of  preju- 
dice, can  not  plead  a  defect  therein 269 

Of  a  contest  should  recite  the  charges 
contained  in  the  affidavit  of  contest,  but 
will  not  be  regarded  as  defective  if  it  shows 
a  sufficient  allegation  to  support  a  judg- 
ment of  cancellation 418 

Of  contest  may  be  signed  by  one  or  both 
of  the  local  officers —  418 

Of  contest  not  invalitlated  by  the  omis- 
sion of  the  register  to  affix  to  his  signature 
thereto  bis  official  designation 269 

Of  contest  on  resident  defendant  by  reg- 
istered letter,  not  anthorized 604 

Publication  of,  without  an  affidavit  as  the 
basis  therefor,  confers  no  Jurisdiction  upon 
thelocaloffice 315 

By  publication  defective  for  want  of  copy 
by  registered  letter  is  not  made  good  by 
subsequently  mailing  such  notice,  without 
new  posting  an<l  publication 433 

In  an  affidavit,  filed  as  the  basb  for  an  or- 
der of  publication,  which  sets  forth  that 
the  defendant  is  but  a  resident  of  the  St<Mte, 
and  personal  service  cau  not  be  made,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  show  what  ettort.H  have  been 
made  to  secure  personal  service 261 

Of  a  decision  by  mail,  whether  )»y  regis- 
tered or  unregistered  letter,  will  not  bind 
the  party  to  be  served,  if  such  notice  fails 
to  reach  him ...  574 

Of  a  decision  by^  unregistered  letter  is  not 
sufficient  evidenco  of  service 261 

Of  a  decision  can  not  bo  given  verbally  . .  261 

Of  a  decision  to  an  attorney  of  record  is 
notice  to  the  party  he  represents 394 

Failure  to  receive,  of  a  decision  can  not 
be  set  up  by  one  whose  own  laches  has  pre- 
vented service  in  the  manner  prescribed . . .  574 

Of  cancellation  to  the  attorney  of  a  suc- 
cessful contestant  is  notice  to  the  contestant  202 

Kkhbaring. 

Commissioners'  discretion  in  ordering, 
will  not  be  controlled  by  the  Department, 
in  the  absence  ot  an  apparent  abuse  of  dis- 
cretionary authority 260 

Kequired,  where  the  record  is  indefinite 
and  it  can  not  be  determined  therefrom 
whether  the  defendant  had  due  notice  of 
the  day  set  for  the  hearing 117 

An  allegation  of  additional  evidence,  not 
newly  discovered,  made  for  the  first  time  on 
review  comes  too  late  to  justify 565 

Will  not  be  granted  on  the  ground  of  newly 
discoveroil  evidence  where  due  diligenoe  is 
not  shown  in  making  known  the  alleged 
discovery,  and  taking  action  thereon 618 

Application  for,  on  the  ground  of  newly 
disGovei*ed  evidence,  should  be  supported  by 
the  affidavits  of  the  persons  by  whom  the 
applicant  expects  to  prove  the  alleged  addi- 
tional facts 618 
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Claim  Initiated  and  maintained  in  the  in- 
terest of  another  in  illeKa),  and  the  tiling 
thereunder  mast  be  canceled 548 

Right  of,  not  defeated  by  failure  to  make 
proof  and  payment  prior  to  a  day  erro- 
oeonsly  appointed  for  the  public  oflering 
<tt'  the  land,  where  snch  tract  on  the  dis* 
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Failure  of  the  applicant's  attorney  to 
properly  conduct  the  case  doea  not  furnish 
ground  for 618 

Whec  granted,  the  case  is  generally  tried 
de  Tiovo,  and  the  petitioner  in  such  case  will 
not  be  heard  to  complain  of  former  proceed* 
ings  therein  however  defective  they  may  be.  319 

In  proceedings  by  the  government 
against  an  entry  held  by  a  transferee  the 
entryman  is  not  entitled  to,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  served  with  notice  of  snch 
proceedings,  and  the  orders  made  there* 
under,  where  he  appears  as  a  witness  for  the 
government  and  sets  up  no  rights  under  the 
entry 311  i 

Review. 

Motion  for,  must  be  accompanied  by  affi- 
davit that  the  request  is  in  good  faith  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  delay 623 

On  motion  for,  the  specifications  of  error 
must  be  definite,  and  clearly  set  forth  the 
facts  or  issues  on  which  a  ruling  is  desired.      8 

In  the  absence  of  snfticieut  reason  shown 
a  motion  for,  will  not  be  considered  if  not 
filed  in  Ume 611 

Reversal  of  concurring  decisions  of  the 
local  office.  General  Land  Office,  and  the 
Department,  on  a  finding  of  fact,  not  .justl' 
fled  except  on  a  strung  and  clear  showing..  018 

Will  not  be  granted  on  the  application  of 
a  transferee  unless  it  is  made  to  appear 
that  the  entryman  is  entitled  to  be  heard..  623 

Motion  for,  filed  by  a  transferee  must  set 
up  facts  sufficient  to  show  that  ho  is  enti- 
tled to  such  hearing 194 

Petition  for  re-review  will  not  be  enter- 
tained unless  it  sets  up  new  matter  for  con- 
•ideration 314,349,480 

Application  for,  which  calls  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Sec- 
retary on  behalf  of  a  stranger  to  the  record, 
will  not  be  entertained  where  such  appli- 
cant can  assert  his  rights  through  regular 
proceedings,  instituted  for  that  purpose....  403 

Preemption. 

See  Entry,  Filing,  Final  Proof,  Indian  Landt. 

Right  and  extent  of,  determined  by  set- 
tlement        72 

Law  in  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union 
by  the  act  of  February  22, 1890,  not  repealed 
by  section  17  of  said  act 307 

Right  of,  exhausted  by  transmutation  ...  322 

Right  of,  exhausted  by  an  entry  made 
without  requisite  compliance  with  law  ....  290 

Default  in  compliance  with  th«  require- 
ments of  the  law  can  nut  be  en  red  after  en- 


Page. 

covery  of  the  error  is  subsequently  with- 
held from  sale  445 

No  right  of,  is  acquired  by  settlement  on 
reserved  land,  and  if  the  settler  dies  while 
the  land  is  under  reservation  his  heirs  have 
no  right  thereto  that  can  be  perfected  under 
section  2269  R.  S.  after  the  land  is  restored 
to  the  public  domain 477 

Lands  chiefly  valuable  for  timber  may  be 
taken  under  the  preemption  law  if  the 
claimant's  good  failh  is  clearly  manifest.      7 

In  determining  the  good  faith  of  a  claim 
asserted  for  lands  subject  to  entry  under 
the  timber  and  stone  act  of  1K78  the  charac-  « 
ter  of  the  land  may  be  properly  considered.  145 

Requirements  with  reepect  to  settlement, 
residence,  and  improvement  applicable  to 
lands  formerly  embraced  in  the  Fort  Larned 
MiUtarv  Reservation 290 

Improvements  required  of  the  settler  are 
not  specified  by  statute,  but  must  be  such 
as  to  indicate  good  fiith 172 

Temporary  removal  of  the  preoraptor 
from  land  of  his  own  will  not  take  the  claim 
out  of  the  second  inhibitory  clause  of  sec- 
tion 2260  R.  S -. 539,553 

Price  of  liand. 

See  Public  Land. 

Private  Claim. 

The  right  to  indemnity  under  section  3, 
act  of  June  2,  1858.  does  not  exist  if  the 
claim  under  which  such  rigLt  is  asserted 
was  satisfied  by  location  prior  tc  the  pas- 
sage ot  said  act 147 

"Patent"  certificates  for  claims  con- 
firmed by  the  act  of  1828  were  transmitied 
to  the  General  Land  Otlice  to  show  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Land  Office  in  the  premises 149 

The  land  embraced  within  the  Sangre  de 
Christo  grant  at  the  date  of  the  confirma- 
tory act  belonged  to  the  United  States  if 
not  to  the  grantees,  nnd  it  was  therefore 
comi>etent  for  Congress  to  confirm  the  title 
in  the  grantees  eitner  by  a  grant  de  novo 
or  by  confirming  the  Mexican  grant 203 

Duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  direct  the 
survey  of,  and  to  issue  patents  thereon,  not 
limited  to  grants  covered  by  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo 203 

Section  1,  act  of  February  25,  1869,  does 
not  authorise  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  local  office  on  claims  presented  under 
the  Vigil  and  St.  Vrain  grant 220 

Mexican  grant  of  quantity  within  a  tract  of 
larger  area  is  a  float,  and  the  lands  reserved 
within  such  area  are  those  that  may  be  nc- 
tually  required  to  satisfy  the  float 463 

For  a  specific  place  or  rancho  reserves 
*the  land  included  within  the  boundaries  as 
finally  ascertained 491, 538 

Nolan  gniut  No.  39;  statement  of  action 
m.ido  to  the  Secretarj-  of  State 518 
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Selections  ander  the  act  of  October  1, 1890, 
in  Ilea  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Bancho 
Panta  de  la  Laguna  mast  be  made  within 
one  year  from  date  of  said  act,  and  may  be 
by  agent  or  attorney  under  appropriate  in- 
structions   512, 550 

Private  Entry. 

Non-mineral  affidavit  properly  required 
with  application,  to  make 216 

Mnde  in  good  faith,  of  the  land  covered 
by  the  previnns  timber  culture  entry  of  the 
purchaser,  may  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
equitable  ad,1udication  in  the  absence  of 
an  Ml  verse  claim 395 

Public  liand. 

Within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant  and 
reduced  in  price  by  the  act  of  June  15, 1880, 
is  again  raised  to  double  minimum  if  it  sub- 
sequently falls  within  the  limits  of  another 
grant 90 

Section  4,  act  of  March  2,  1889,  does  not 
reduce  the  priceof  land  within  the  limits  of 
a  railroad  grant  if  the  portion  of  railroad 
opposite  thereto  was  completed  prior  to  the 
passageof  said  act.. 99 

Purciiaser. 

See  Alienation,  Homestead  (sub-title,  act 
June  15,  1880). 
Bailroad  Land. 

Railroad  Grant* 

See  Final  Proof,  Railroad  Lands,  Right  of 
Way. 

Generally. 

Takes  effect  on  lands  free  nt  definite  loca- 
tion     91 

Sta^pis  of  land  at  definite  location  deter- 
mines whether  it  is  subject  to  the  grant 
irrespective  of  any  subsequent  order  of 
withdrawal 186 

In  the  adjustment  of,  the  Department  can 
not  depart  from  Htatutory  authority  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  parties  claiming  under  the 
company 607 

Failure  of  the  company  to  appear  in  re- 
sponse to  final-proof  notice  precludes  its 
denial  of  the  correctness  of  the  esse  as 
made  by  the  record,  but  forieits  no  right 
shown  thereby 91, 633 

Selection  of  land  within  granted  limits 
confers  no  right 482 

Bight  of  selection  under  the  a«t  of  June 
2,  1864,  can  not  be  exercised  if  the  land  is 
covered  by  homeHtea<l  settlemont 271 

Right  to  even  sections  under  the  act  of 
June  2, 1864,  within  the  six-mile  limits  of  the 
grant  of  1856  does  not  attach  until  selec- 
tion, and  the  right  of  selection  cau  not  be 
exercised  until  definite  locaticm  of  the  modi- 
fled  line 271 

Consent  of  the  company  to  a  judicial 
decree  recognizing  the  validity  of  an  entry 
under  which  settlement  rights  are  alleged 
is  an  abandonment  of  the  company's  pend- 
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ing  selection  of  the  land  so  far  as  the  rights 
of  ihe  settler  are  oonoerned 271 

The  act  of  July  28,  1866,  reviving  the 
grant  of  February  9,  1853.  was  not  a  new 
donation  of  lands  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  original  grant,  bat  a  waiver  of  the 
terms  of  reversion  contained  in  said  grant. 
(St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  R. 
RCo.) 15T 

Settlement  and  residence  on  an  odd-num- 
bered section,  partly  within  the  former 
boundaries  of  the  "  Indian  country ' '  claimed 
by  the  Wahpeton  and  Sisseton  Sioux,  and 
wholly  within  the  grant  to  the  Northern 
Pacific,  does  not,  on  Che  extinction  of  the 
Indian  title,  confer  any  right  as  against  the 
grant,  if  on  that  part  of  the  land  within  the 
Indian  country 502 

The  grant  of  March  3, 1871,  not  only  con- 
templates a  preliminary  deaignatlon  of  the 
general  route,  but  also  a  map  of  definite  lo- 
cation, and  by  such  map  the  limits  of  the 
grant  are  determined.     (Southern  Pac.) 582 

Where  the  primary  limits  of  one  c-ompany 
conflict  with  the  indemnity  limits  of  an- 
other, and  both  derive  their  grants  from  the 
same  act,  the  former  is  entitled  to  the  lands 
in  question,  without  regard  to  priority  of 
location  or  construction 607 

On  a  corroborated  allegation  that  certain 
land  patented  to  the  company  is  excepted 
from  its  grant  by  reason  of  its  known  min- 
eral character,  a  hearing  may  bo  ordered  to 
ascertain  whether  the  facts  justify  judicial 
proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  title 590 

The  grant  of  July  1, 1862,  and  July  2, 1804, 
is  not  controlled  by  the  designation  of  the 
general  route,  but  by  the  definite  location 
of  the  road,  and  the  departure  of  the  com- 
pany, in  its  location  and  construction  of  the 
road  from  the  general  route  as  designated 
by  the  map  of  1866,  does  not  abridge  the 
grant    10» 

Failure  of  the  Leavenworth.  Pawnee  and 
Western  Company  to  signify  under  seal  its 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
July  1.  IH62,  does  not  d»fi«at  the  right  to 
patents  thereunder ■ 108 

The  President's  acceptance  of  the  Union 
Pacific  road  as  onntructed  on  lis  line  of 
definite  location  west  of  Fi>rt  Riley  to  the 
onehundrtnlth  meridian,  meets  the  statutory 
requirement  that  such  route  shall  bo  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  uf  the  President,  ss  the 
map  of  8ai<l  route  was  accepted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  and  the  road  coa- 
strncted  on  the.  faith  of  said  acceptance  ...  108^ 

Directions  given  for  the  issuance  of  pait- 
ents  to  the  Union  Pacific  company  for  lands 
in  the  State  of  Kansas 10& 

The  lateral  limits  of  the  grant  as  fixed  by 
the  original  withdrawals,  should  not  be  read- 
justed with  the  view  to  recovering  title  to 
lands  patented  to  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and 
Texas  Co.  that  may  thus  be  shown  to  lie 
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ontside  of  its  jrrant,  as  (1)  the  title  to  said 
lands  has  iwssed  oat  of  the  company  (2), 
the  original  withdrawals  mast  be  presumed 
to  have  beea  made  after  due  oonaideration, 
and  (3)  said  withdrawals  have  stood  unques- 
tioned for  many  years  and  titles  vested 
thereander 130 

Departmental  action  for  the  recovery  of 
lands  within  the  New  York  Indian  Reserva- 
tion patented  to  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and 
Texas  Co.  under  the  grant  of  1863,  and  acts 
amendatory  thei^eof,  precluded  by  executive 
and  Congressional  action  based  on  the  opin- 
ion (ac(iuiesoed  in  by  the  Indians)  that  said 
reservation  had  ceased  to  exist 130 

In  establishing  the  terminals  separating 
the  granted  lands  from  those  forfeited,  the 
lines  should  be  run  at  right  angles  to  the 
general  course  of  the  last  twenty-five  miles 
of  the  road.     (N'orthern  Pac.) 625 

Under  section  6  of  the  act  of  September 
2&,  1890,  the  Northern  Pacific  should  be  re- 
quired to  elect  OS  to  the  alternate  odd- 
numbered  sections  it  will  take  in  satisfac- 
tion of  the  moiety  for  its  constructed  branch 
line,  where  the  limits  of  such  lino  overlap 
the  limits  of  the  forfeited  mainline,  and  the 
remaining  odd  sections  be  restored  to  the 
public  domain  625 

The  Gulf  and  Ship  Island  road  required 
to  indicate  the  exacl  paint  where  its  line  will 
cross  the  New  Orloiins  and   Northeastern 
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Application  for  suspeiiaion  of  proceedings 
under  the  decision  of  January  24,  1890,  in 
the  Wisconsin  Central  caise  denied 615  i 

Action  suspended  on  the  location,  under 
the  forfeiture  act,  of  the  western  terminal 
line  of  the  gxant  in  aid  of  the  Marquette, 
Houghton  and  Ontonaji^on  K.  R.  Co 466 

Act  of  Junk  22,  1874. 

Amended  by  act  of  Con;iress  Anpist  29, 
1890,  and  circular  issued  therennder,  No- 
vember 1,1890 434 

Act  OF  April  21,  1870. 

An  entry  made  in  good  faith  by  an  actual 
settler,  before  notice  of  withdrawal  is  re- 
ceived at  the  local  ofilco,  and  under  which 
compliance  with  law  is  shown,  is  confirmed 
by  section  1,  and  the  cancellation  of  such 
entry  prior  to  the  piissa<7e  of  said  act  will 
not  defeat  the  confirmatory  operation  there- 
of     85 

Indemnity. 

The  right  to  select  a  particular  tract  not 
recognized  if  the  basis  is  not  specifically 
designated 1,428 

The  order  of  May  28,  1883,  permitting 
selections  without  designating  the  basis, 
did  not  extend  to  lands  subject  to  settle- 
ment, but  only  applied  to  lands  protected 
by  withdrawal  (Nor.  Pac) 428 

An  expired  preemption  filing  no  bar  to 
selection 138 
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No  action  should  be  taken  on  selections 
for  lands  covered  by  expired  filings  until 
after  notice  to  the  claimants  to  assert  any 
rights  they  may  possess 505 

The  right  of  selection  is  not  defeated  by 
the  fact  that  the  land  selected  is  within  the 
primary  limits  of  another  grant,  if  such 
land  at  date  of  selection  is  vacant  public 
land 138 

The  grant  of  February  9, 1853,  as  revived 
and  extended  by  the  act  of  1866,  was  in- 
tended equally  for  every  part  of  the  road 
and  its  branches,  and  deficiencies  on  one 
branch  may  be  made  up  by  selections  from 
lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the 
other.    (Little  Rook  and  Memphis  Co)    . . .  168 

A  settlement  claim  acquired  and  main- 
tained in  good  faith  after  the  revocation  of 
an  indemnity  withdrawal  is  good  as  against 
a  subsequent  selection 494 

A  company  claiming  under  a  selection 
within  a  revoked  indemnity  withdrawal 
can  not  plead  insufficient  notice  of  an  ad- 
verse settlement  claim  where  it  appears  in 
response  to  final  proof  notice,  files  protest 
and  is  heard  thereon 494 

Principles  announced  in  the  case  of  the 
Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha 
Railway  Company,  6  L.  D.,  195,  followed  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  grant  to  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Texas  Company 130 

Lands  Excepted. 

Does  not  tako  effect  upon  land  covered  by 
an  entry  at  date  of  definite  location  ;  and  the 
subsequent  cancellation  of  the  entry  does 
not  affect  the  status  of  the  land  under  the 
grant 157 

A  homestead  entry  of  record  at  date  of 
definite  location  excepts  ihe  land  covered 
thereby  from  tne  grant :  and  the  entryman's 
subsequent  compliance  with  law  is  immate- 
rial  53S 

The  company  will  not  be  heard  to  ques- 
tion the  validity  of  an  entry  or  tiling  except 
ander  allegation  that  the  claim  is  void  ab 
initio  because  the  alleged  settler  was  not  in 
existence  at  the  date  of  the  record 533 

Erroneous  allowance  of  an  entry  can  not 
divest  the  company  of  its  right  under  the 
grant 430 

A  prima  facie  valid  pretimptfon  filing  of 
record,  when  the  grant  takes  ctfect,  excludes 
the  land  therefrom 1, 143, 163. 195, 224 

A  prima  facie  valid  preemption  filing  ex- 
isting at  date  of  definite  location  excepts 
the  land  covered  thereby  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  grant ;  and  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
emptor  did  not  reside  upon,  or  improve  the 
land  does  not  relieve  the  giant  from  the  ef- 
fect of  the  filing 163,225 

A  prima  facie  valid  preemption  filing  of 
record  at  the  date  when  the  grant  becomes 
effective  raises  a  presumption  of  settlement 
as  alleged,  and  of  the  actual  existence  of  the 
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olaim,  which  la  conclaBlve  as  against  the 
grant  in  the  absence  of  an  allegation  that 
said  tiling  was  yold  ab  tnttto 224 

A  prima  facio  valid  school  selection  of 
record  when  the  grant  becomes  effective  ex- 
cepts the  IsDd  therefrom ;  the  sabseqnent 
cancellation  of  the  selection  does  not  affect 
the  statns  of  the  land 49 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  grant  of  Feb- 
raary  9, 1^53,  lands  covered  by  prima  facie 
valid  swamp  selections,  when  it  became  effec- 
tive, were  excepted  therefh>m.  (St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  K.  K.  Co.) 157 

A  claim  based  on  settlement,  residence,  and 
-cultivation,  existing  at  the  date  the  grant 
becomes  effective,  excepts  the  land  covered 
thereby 443,580 

Failure  of  homestead  settler  to  make  entry 
within  the  statutory  period,  will  not  relieve 
the  grant  from  the  effect  of  the  settlement 
olaim 271 

A  valid  settkment  claim  existing  when 
the  grant  becomes  effective  excepts  the 
land  therefrom,  and  the  failure  of  the  settler 
to  place  his  claim  of  record  can  not  be  called 
in  question  by  the  company 482, 571 

Settlement  and  residence  of  an  alien  does 
not  except  the  land  covered  thereby  from 
the  grant 89,351 

Settlement  of  an  alien,  in  not  effective  as 
Against  the  operation  of  the  grant,  aud  the 
subsequent  qualification  of  the  settler  will 
not  relate  back  to  defeat  the  grant 354 

When  possession  aud  occupancy  alone 
are  relied  upon  to  except  land,  it  must  af- 
firmatively appear  that  the  party  in  such 
possession  had  the  right  to  assert  a  claim 
under  the  settlemen  t  la ws 531, 568, 584 

Occupancy  and  possession  of  one  who  has 
exhausted  his  rights  under  the  homestead 
and  preemption  laws  do  not  constitute  a 
"cluim"  that  will  defeat  the  operation  of  the 
graut.    (Korthem  Pacific) 531 

Occupanc3'  of  a  tract  by  a  qualified  set- 
tler at  the  date  when  the  grant  becomes  ef- 
fective excepts  the  land  therefrom.  (North- 
ern  Pacific) 584 

Land  under  cultivation  at  date  of  definite 
location  is  excepte<l  from  the  grant  to  the 
Northern  Pacific,  even  though  the  claim- 
ant did  not  at  such  time  reside  on  the  land.  583 

The  claim  of  a  qualified  settler  who  has 
for  a  long  perio<I  maintained  residence  on 
unsurveyed  land,  and  is  in  occupation  there- 
of at  date  of  withdrawal  on  designated 
route,  though  not  then  n<siding  thereon,  is 
suflicient  to  except  it  from  a  grant  that  pro- 
tects the  occupancy  of  a  homestead  settler. 
(Actof  July  25,  18(J«) 671 

Occnpaucj-,  at  definite  location,  by  one 
who  holds  under  the  company,  and  asserts 
no  right  under  the  settlement  laws,  will  not 
<lefeat  tho  grant 471 

The  occupancy  of  an  Indian,  who  has  not 
Abandoned  the  tribal  relation,  existing  at 
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date  of  definite  location,  will  not  except  the 
land  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant SO 

Occupancy  of  public  land  by  an  Indian 
who  has  not  abandoned  the  tribal  relation 
confers  no  homestead  right  under  the  act  of 
July  4, 1884,  as  against  a  grant  that  becomes 
effective  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act. . .   3M 

An  allegation  that  land  is  excepted  from, 
by  a  settlement  claim,  is  not  established  by 
showing  that  tho  tract  is  included  within  a 
large  body  of  land  improved  and  occupied, 
as  a  whole,  for  a  cattle  ranch 463 

An  allegation  that  land  is  excei)ted  from, 
by  reason  of  a  settlement  claim,  will  be  in- 
vestigated even  though  such  action  may  not 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  applicant 444 

Survey  of  a  private  olaim,  under  the  act 
of  July  1,  1864,  not  approved  by  the  sur- 
veyor-general, the  commissioner,  or  the 
Secretary,  is  not  effective  as  against  the  op- 
eration of  a 491 

The  survey  of  a  private  claim  that  is  not 
approved  by  the  surveyor-general  is  not  ef- 
fective aa  against  a  grant 538 

Lands  within  the  larger  outhoundaries  of 
an  tmlocated  private  claim  of  quantity  are 
not  excepted  from,  except  as  to  the  quan- 
tity required  to  satisfy  the  float 463 

Lands  not  finally  required  to  satisfy  a  pri- 
vate claim  for  a  specific  place  are  not  ex- 
cepted from 491,538 

The  case  of  Childn  v.  Southern  Pacific  R. 
R.  Co.  citetl  and  followed 49, 465 

The  right  of  purchase  under  section  2,  act 
of  June  15, 1880,  existing  whtsn  the  grant  be- 
comes effective,  excepts  the  land  therefrom .  596 

The  discovery  of  the  mineral  character  of 
Land,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  issuance  of  pat- 
ent therefor,  or  certification  where  patent 
is  not  required,  effectually  excludes  such 
land  from  a  grant  which  contains  a  provision 
excepting  all  mineral  lands  therefrom 238 

Lands  within  the  grant  to  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  are  expressly  excepted  from  the 
later  grant  to  the  Southern  Paoiflo :  and  the 
forfeiture  of  certain  lands  granted  to  the 
former  company  confers  no  rights  upon  the 
latter  to  select  lands  never  embraced  in  its 
grant 534 

Definite  location  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
did  not  take  effect  upon  lands  within  the 
previous  indemnity  withdrawal  made  nnder 
the  act  of  May  5. 1864 607 

The  lands  reserved  for  indemnity  pur- 
poses under  the  grant  of  June  3,  1856,  are 
excluded  by  express  terms  ttom  the  grant 
made  by  section  3,  act  of  May  5. 1864;  and 
the  lands  so  reserved  but  not  required  as 
indemnity  do  not  become  subject  to  the  lat- 
ter grant  on  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
former 615 

Withdrawal. 

Takes  effect  upon  unsurveyed  as  well  as 
surveyed  land 180 
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Od  general  route  reserven  tbe  land  until 
definite  location,  and  thestatunof  nucliland 
meanwhile  is  not  affactod  by  the  fact  that 
it  subsequontly  falls  within  tho  lltnits  of  an 
order  purporting  to  withdraw  it  for  indem- 
nity purposes 92 

Does  not  take  effect  upon  lan<1  covered  by 
A  valid  seUlement  claim 437 

On  general  route  (Northern  Pacific)  does 
not  take  effect  upon  laud  covered  by  prima 
facie  valid  preemption  filing 443, 471 

On  general  route  does  not  take  effect  upon 
land  covore<l  by  a  valid  settlement  right, 
and  the  land  is  thereafter  open  to  settlement 
and  entry  by  the  first  legal  applicant 482  i 

On  general  route  does  not  take  effect  on  i 

land  covered  by  a  homestead  entry  even 
though  the  statutory  life  of  such  entry  may 
have  expired 568  ' 

Plea  tbat  a  withdrawal  can  not  take  effect  ' 
before  the  company  accepts  the  conditions 
imposed  by  the  State,  if  effective  for  any 
purpose,  can  only  be  set  up  by  one  who  has 
been  induced  by  such  condition  of  affairs  to 
go  upon  land  otherwise  subject  to  the  with- 
drawal   188 

Order  of  FebruAry  12  (11),  1890,  revoking 
withdrawal  for  thfi  Chicago,  Minneapolis 
and  Omaha  Railw^ay^  Company  modified 607 

Directions  &civeufor  a  rule  on  certain  com- 
panies to  show  cause  why  the  indemnity 
withdrawals  made  for  their  bouefit  should 
not  be  revoked 625 


Railroad  Lands. 

See  Homestead  (sub- title  GrneraUy.) 

Circular  of  November  1,  18'i0,  under  the 
the  act  of  August  21,  189J,  for  Lho  relief  of 
settlors  on 434 

Circular  of  Novomb  ir  7,  189U.  under  the 
act  of  October  1.  H9>,  for  the  relief  of  set- 
tlers on  Northern  l\iciiic  indemnity ...  435 

Instruction -»   uri  l.u-  the  forfeiture  act  of 

September  28, 1891)    625 

Act  of  Maiscii  3,1887. 

Proceedings  to  recover  title  under  the  act 
of  1887  tiik«m  on  due  application 603 

Application  to  piirohiise  uuder  Hoction  5 
must  be  presented  iu  accordance  with  de- 
partmental regulations 535 

'Application  under  the  at; t  for  reinstate- 
ment will  not  be  refused  bi«c.mse  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regulations  of  February 
13,  1889,  where  made  xirior  to  the  formula-  | 

tion  of  said  regulations 359 

Directions  given  for  the  disposition  of  ap- 
plications to  purchase  Undn  formerly  with- 
drawn for  the  Chicago,  Minneapolis  and 
Omaha  Railway  Company 607 

Decision  of  the  General  Land  OtHce  on 
tx parte  proceedings,  holding  that  the  land 
is  subject  to  the  grant,does  not  preclude  de- 
partmental action  under  said  act 226 

The  act  is  ra<indatory,  and  calls  for  judi> 
oial  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  title 
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where  the  record  shows  that  lands  have 
been  patented  to  a  railroad  that  were  in  fact 
excepted  from  the  grant 588, 592 

The  Department  has  jurisdiction  to  enter- 
tAlu  an  application  for  the  re-instatemebt  of 
an  entry  under  said  act  if  there  has  been  no 
formal  adjustment  of  the  graut 358 

An  applicant  for  tbe  right  of  re-instate- 
ment  under  said  act  will  not  be  heard  to 
deny  that  he  voluntarily  abandoned  his  en- 
try where  he  has  sold  and  transferred  for  a 
valuable  consideration  "all  his  ostAte, title, 
and  interest"  to  the  land  covered  thereby.  358 

An  application  to  purchase  under  section 
5  lands  erroneously  patented  to  a  railroad 
company  can  not  be  entertained  until  a  re* 
conveyance  of  title  has  been  secured. . . .590,  603 

Right  of  purchase  under  section  5,  not 
limited  to  immediate  purchaser  from  the 
com  pan 3%  but  extends  to  any  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser of  the  land  who  is  qualified  in  the 
matter  of  citizenship  :  the  qualifications  of 
his  grantor  or  intervening  purchasers  are 
not  material 229 

The  second  proviso  in  section  5  applies 
only  to  laodit  which,  at  the  passage  of  the 
act,  hatl  been  settled  upon  after  Deconiber 
1,  1882,  by  parties  claiming  in  good  faith  a 
right  to  enter  the  same  under  the  settle- 
ment laws  in  ignorance  of  the  rights  or 
equities  of  othors 607 

Application  to  purchase  under  section  5, 
made  by  one  claiming  under  a  railroad  com- 
pany, can  not  bo  entertained  until  il  has 
been  fin  illy  dtuerrnlned  th.it  the  land  is  iu 
fact  excepted  from  the  grant —  629 

Receiver  and  BcKiNter. 

See  Land  Department. 

Record. 

Circular  with  respect  to  exempHtication 
of : 386 

Relieariiii^. 

See  Practice. 

Re  instate  nio  lit. 

^^Q  Application,  Railroad  Landx. 

ReiinQuis»iinient« 

Filed  after  Initiation  of  contest  does  not 
defeat  the  ri^ht  of  the  contestant 63 

Filed  diirin;;  the  pendency  of  a  contest  is 
presumptively  the  result  thereof,  but  such 
presumption  is  not  conclusive 210 

Is  nut  in  aid  of  a  pending  contest  unless 
filed  as  the  result  thereof 210 

Filed  by  the  entry  man  terminates  his 
rights  in  a  pending  contest  with  an  adverse 
claimant 251 

Framed  in  terms  of  abholute  and  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  all  rights  claimed 
thereunder,  is  not  limited  in  its  operation 
by  a  statement  therein  that  it  is  made  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  new  entry  in  lieu 
of  the  one  relinquished 344 
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Of  homestead  entry  Dot  defeated  by  the 

protest  of  the  entryman's  wife 352 

Failure  of  the  local  ofHoo  to  act  upon  will 

not  defeat  equities  arising  thereunder 592 

Is  not  effected  by  an  informal  paper  exe- 
cuted and  held  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  payment  of  anote 597 

Repayment. 

A  mortgagee,  whose  claim  is  merely  lien 
on  the  land  is  not  entitled  to 283 

Can  not  be  allowed  in  the  case  of  a  desert 
entry  canceled  because  made  for  speculative 
purposes  and  for  land  not  desert  in  charac- 
ter   313 

Application  for,  waiven  ponding  appeal 
from  an  order  of  cancellation 624 

Reservation. 

For  a  proper  purpotte  (pre<)ervation  of 
"mammoth  trues  ")  made  by  the  local  oflice, 
on  the  request  of  the  surveyor-general,  if 
unrevoked,  may  be  considered  a.H  approved 
by  the  Department,  and  the  land  included 
therein  reserved  from  disposal 60 

Entry  erroneou^tly  allowed  for  land  cov- 
ered by  Indian,  ma}  be  held  intact  on  the 
release  of  the  land 231 

Agricultural  lands  formerly  within  the 
Sious  Indian,  and  opened  to  settlement  un- 
der the  act  of  March  2,  1889,  subject  to  dis- 
position only  under  the  homestead  law 231 

Residence. 

See  Settlement. 

To  establish,  theru  must  be,  concurrent 
with  the  act  of  settlement,  an  intent  to  make 
the  land  a  home,  to  the  exclusion  of  one  else- 
where   450 

When  once  established  to  the  exclusion 
of  a  home  elnewhere,  and  the  improvements 
indicate  good  faith,  temporary  absences  on 
business  may  bo  excused 505 

Can  not  bo  established  througli  tlie  acts 
of  another d02 

Xot  acquired  nor  maintained  by  occasional 
visits  to  the  land 284,469 

Of  husbanil  and  wife,  while  they  live  to- 
gether as  such, is  the  same;  and  the  home 
of  the  wife  is  pre-iumptively  with  her  hus- 
band      22 

Failure  of  the  wife  to  reside  on  the  land 
until  after  notice  of  contest  does  not  im- 
peach the  good  fairh  of  tlie  claimant  where 
it  is  apparent  that  her  final  removal  to  the 
land  is  in  compliance  with  a  previous  bona 
fide  inteution  of  the  claimant  to  make  his 
home  on  the  land    543 

Separat<>,  can  not  at  the  sametime  be  main- 
tained by  husband  and  wife,  in  a  house  built 
acrosa  the  line  between  two  settlement 
claims.  In  such  a  case  the  cluiraauts  may 
elt-ct  which  tract  they  will  retain  207 

In  determining  whether  the  claim  of,  is 
made  in  good  faith,  the  fitness  of  the  land 
as  a  plat^e  of  permanent  abode,  the  period 
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of  inhabitancy,  and  the  claimant's  relation 
to  the  land  after  final  proof  may  be  oon- 
sidenxl 450 

One  who  purchases  land  from  a  State,  by 
virtue  of  his  residence  thereon,  is  precluded 
thereby  from  claiming  residence  on  public 
land  during  the  period  covered  by  his  proof 
under  the  State  law 164 

Official  employment  can  not  be  accepted 
as  an  excuse  for  the  want  of,  where  the  entry 
is  made  with  a  full  knowledge  that  such  em- 
ployment will  prevent  inhabitancy  of  the 
land ! 2»> 

Leave  of  absence  accorded  under  section 
3,  act  of  March  3, 188J,  can  only  be  allowed 
on  due  showiu;  that  such  absence  is  made 
necessary  by  sickness,  failure  of  crops,  or 

other  unavoidable  casualty 631 

HOMKSTBAD. 

Failure  to  establish  within  six  months 
from  entry  not  cured  by  the  value  of  the 
improvements,  where  a  contest  is  brought 
on  the  ground  of  such  default 602 

Must  be  shown  to  cover  period  not  in- 
cluded within  military  service 368 

The  plea  of  sickness  and  povert^y  can  not 
be  received  as  an  excuse  for  failure  to  estab- 
lish, unless  good  faith  is  shown,  and  it  is 
apparent  the  failure  is  due  to  the  causes  al- 
leged  497 

Temporary  absences  on  account  of  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  may  be  excused, 
but  such  absences  should  be  the  exception 

and  not  the  rule  422 

PueKmption. 

Absence  occurring  after  settlement  does 
not  affect  the  rightof  the  settler  if  he  returns 
to  the  land  prior  to  the  intervention  of  any 
adverae  claim,  and  thereafter  resides  there- 
on in  due  compliance  with  law 307 

Res  Judicata. 

An  expression  of  opinion.by  the  Commis- 
sioner as  to  the  validity  of  an  entry  pending 
l>e fore  the  local  office,  will  not  preclude  said 
Commissioner,  or  his  successor,  from  a  full 
rtxamiiiation  of  the  case  when  reached  in 
regular  Older 18 

A  decision  long  acquiesced  in  will  not  be 
reconsidered  on  the  mere  allegation  of  error 
in  construing  the  law 232 

A  departmental  decisiou  that  land  is  min- 
eral in  character  does  not  preclude  snbse- 
queut  investigation  on  the  part  of  tho  De- 
partment as  to  the  character  of  such  lind ..  441 

Final  adverse  decision  of  the  Department 
precludes  favorable  consideration  of  a  sub- 
se^iuent  application  of  the  same  party  rais- 
ing the  same  question 463 

Final  decision  of  the  Secretary  is  not  snb 
ject  to  review  by  his  successor  in  office 504 

The  issuance  of  a  final  certiflcateiby  the 
local  office  can  not  bo  srt  up  bj-  the  entry- 
man  as  an  atVJudication  that  precludes  such 
office  from  rendering  a  decision  on  a  bearing 
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sabaeqaoDtly  ordered  by  the  Oeneral  Land 
Office 473 

Review. 

See  Practice. 

Revised  Statutes. 

See  HevUcd  Statutet  cited  and  construed, 
page  XLX. 

Riffht  of  l¥ay. 

Maps  showing  a  continaous  line  of  road 
may  be  submitted  for  approval,  though  ex- 
hibiting sections  of  road  in  excess  of  M 
miles 364 

Application  for,  will  not  be  approved  in 
the  absence  uf  due  proof  showing  the  organ- 
ization of  the  company  under  its  incorpora- 
tion  432 

A  map  filed  within  tweh'e  months  after 
definite  location,  which  is  returned  for 
amendment,  will  be  held  to  have  been  filed 
in  time,  though  the  statutory  period  may 
expire  before  the  perfected  map  is  filed 552 

A  map  will  not  be  approved  if  the  state- 
ments ic  the  certificate  and  aflidavit  accom- 
panying the  same  are  not  in  accordance  with 
the  facts  as  otherwise  shown 552 

Reservoir  Eiaiids. 

Circular  of  July  22. 1890,  issued  under  the 
act  of  June  20,  1890,  authorizing  the  resto- 
ration of  certain  lands  withdrawn  far  reser- 
voir purposes 212 

School  Land. 

Indemnity  selection  made  by  the  Terri- 
tory of  Washington,  under  section  2275,  K. 
S.,  reserves  the  land  covered  thereby ;  and 
lands  thus  selected  are  not  released  from 
such  reservation  by  the  act  admitting  said 
Territory  into  the  Union 381, 382 

The  authority  to  make  indemnity  selec- 
tions rests  with  the  county  commissioners, 
who  derive  their  authority  from  the  act  of 
March  2, 1833.    (Washington) 382 

If  the  State  talces  Indemnity  for  land  re- 
turned as  mineral,  it  is  estopped  from  assert- 
ing a  further  claim  to  tlie  basis,  even  though 
it  is  in  fact  agricultural  land.    (Colorado) . .  Mi 

Settlement  on,  prior  to  survey,  by  one  who 
has  exhausted  his  pre-emptive  right,  and 
claims  as  a  homesteader,  does  not  defeat  the 
reservation,  if  the  survey  is  made  prior  to 
theacb  of  May  14, 1880 527 

Scrip. 

Where  an  application  to  locate  covers  non- 
contiguous tiacts,  and  is  allowed  for  one, 
and  n^ected  as  to  the  other,  on  account  of 
non -contiguity,  the  entry  allowed  may  be 
canceled  on  request  and  the  scrip  returned, 
if  the  government,  by  such  action,  sustain^ 
no  loss 328 

leaned  ander  the  act  of  June  2,  1858,  in 
satisfaction  of  a  private  claim,  may  only  be 
located  on  land  subject  to  private  entry —  378 


Page. 

Settlement. 

See  Indian  Lands^  Oklahoma^  Settlert. 

Rights  of,  not  acqatred  without  personal 
acts  on  the  part  of  the  settler. 175 

Actual  notice  of  the  extent  of  a  claim 
made  by,  will  protect  such  claim  as  against 
the  entry  of  another 404 

And  residence  of  one  who  fails  through 
mistake  to  include  the  land  within  his  entry, 
will  be  protected  as  against  the  subsequent 
occupition  of  another  who  takes  forcible 
possession  with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts.  394 

And  residence  of  an  alien  confers  no 
rights 89,354 

Of  an  alien  is  Ineffectaal,  and  his  right 
will  not  relate  back  on  subsequent  qualifi- 
cation, to  defeat  the  intervening  claim  of 
another 354 

On  land  covered  by  the  open  and  notorious 
occupancy  and  possession  of  another,  is  with 
notice  of  any  rights  that  may  exist  in  the 
prior  occupant 101 

Rights  acquired  by,  are  abandoned  as  to 
the  land  not  included  within  the  entry 557 

Made  with  the  intention  to  secure  title 
under  section  2287.  R.  S.,  and  without  resi- 
dence on  the  land,  is  not  in  good  faith,  and 
does  not  authorize  a  purchase  under  said 
section L *....    18 

Right  not  established  on  a  showing  that 
the  tract  is  included  within  a  large  body  of 
land  improved  and  occupied  as  a  whole  for 
a  cattle  ranch 463 

One  who  is  occupying  land  as  the  tenant 
of  an  entryman.  acquires  no  right  as  a  set- 
tler, on  the  relinquishment  of  the  entry, 
that  can  be  set  up  to  defeat  the  intervening 
entry  of  another 178 

One  who,  residing  on  land  as  the  tenant  of 
another,  may,  on  the  termination  of  such 
relation,  ac^juire  a  valid  settlement  right  by 
remaining  thereon  and  improving  the  same 
with  the  intent  to  make  it  a  permanent 
home 72.284 

One  who  enters  upon  land  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  another,  and  remains  thereon 
in  such  capacity,  is  not  a  settlor  within  the 
meaning  of  the  preemption  law 63 

On  land  withdrawn  from  entry  confers 
no  right  as  against  the  government,  but  as 
between  claimants  for  such  land  priority  of 
settlement  may  be  considered 197 

On  laud  covered  by  the  entry  of  another 
is  at  once  eflfective  on  the  cancellation  of 
such  entry 197 

On  land  covered  by  an  entry  confers  no 
right  as  against  the  record  entryman,  but  as 
between  subsequent  claimants  the  settle- 
ment first  in  time  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
consideration  on  cancellation  of  the  exist- 
ing entry 284 

Acts  of,  on  land  held  in  reservation  con- 
fer no  right  against  the  government,  but 
may  be  considered  in  determining  the  prior- 
ities of  subsequent  claimants 452 
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On  lands  subject  to  the  operation  of  a 
railroad  grant  confers  no  rights 01 

Homestead. 

Followed  by  residence  and  improvement, 
confers  a  right  of  homestead  that  attaches 
from  dato  of  settlement,  and  saoh  right  is 
not  impaired  by  the  subsequent  occupation 
of  the  land  by  cownsite  settlers  on  the  day 
of  euch  settlement 330 

Not  made  in  good  faith,  but  with  a  view 
tospecalatiou,  does  not  confer  any  rights. . .  830 

Can  not  be  made  by  one  who  is  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  a  settlement  cliam  for  an- 
other tract  under  the  preemption  law 550 

Kot  affected  by  the  fact  (hat  it  is  made 
pending  the  insnance  of  final  certificate  on 
preemption  proof,  previously  submitted  in 
due  compliance  with  law 182 

PREftMPTION. 

May  be  shown  to  have  been  made  at  a  dif- 
ferent and  earlier  date  than  alleged  in  the 
declaratory  statement 143 

On  reserved  land  confers  no  right  of  pre- 
emption   477 

Of  the  pre<^mptor  defines  the  extent  of 
the  claims 72 

Settlers. 

Act  of  August  20,  1800,  for  the  relief  of, 
on  railroad  lands ;  circular  of  November  1, 
1800 434 

Act  of  October  1,  1800,  for  the  relief  of, 
on  Northern  Pacific  indemnity  lands ;  oir* 
cuiar  of  November  7,  1800 435 

SiouK  Indian  Lands. 

See  Indian  Landt. 

a 

Soldier's  Homestead. 

See  Homestead. 

Special  Ai^ent. 

See  Practice. 

■ 

States  and  Territories. 

The  title  to  land  sold  and  segregated  by 
the  State  as  swamp,  prior  to  the  act  of  July 
23,  1866,  is  confirmed  in  the  State  by  the 
second  clanse  of  section  4  of  said  act  if  the 
serrregation  conforms  to  the  "system  of 
surveys"  adoptud  by  the  United  States. 
(Cal) 37 

The  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Laud  Otfioe  in  approving  town- 
ship plats  snowing  segregation  surveys 
made  by  the  State  prior  to  the  act  of  1866  is 
limited  to  determining  whether  said  surveys 
conform  to  the  "  system  of  surveys " 
adopted  by  the  United  States.  Seinble,  if 
fraud  is  alleged  the  Commissioner  may  re- 
fuse his  approval.     (Cal.) 37 

Statutes. 

See    Acte  of  Oorvjrete,  and  Revised  Statutet, 
cited  and  construed,  pages  xvrii  and  xix. 


Stare  Decisis. 

The  General  Land  Office  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  cases  that  fall  within  well-settled 
rulings  of  the  Department  must  be  gov- 
erned by  such  rulings  uutil  they  are  re- 
versed b3'  departmental  authority 174 

Survey. 

Should  not  be  approved  if  the  comers  are 
not  marked  on  the  ground  as  indicated 
therein  and  as  required  by  the  regalattons.    98 

Cironlar  of  June  2, 1887, 5  L.  D.,  600.  with 
respect  to  the  subdivision  of  sections,  re- 
issued  (103 

Swamp  liand. 

In  the  investigation  of  claims  the  proceed* 
ings  of  a  special  agent  should  be  in  accord- 
ance with  departmental  rdgnlations 222 

The  claim  of  the  State,  while  pending  on 
adjustment,  should  not  be  considered  as 
''waived  "  in  the  absence  of  a  formal  waiver 
filed  with  the  record 228 

Timber  Culture. 

See  Contest,  Entry. 

Eutryman  may  take  advantage  of  break- 
ing done  by  a  previous  occupant  of  the 
land 43,480 

Entryman  who  entrusts  the  care  of  his 
claim  to  an  agent  is  responsible  for  the  fail- 
ure of  such  agent  to  perform  the  requisite 
acta  in  compliance  with  law 181,288 

Where  the  failure  to  secure  a  growth  of 
timber  results  from  the  want  of  ordinary 
diligence  the  entry  must  be  canceled 183 

Failure  to  break  the  full  acreage  does  not 
call  for  cancellation,  where  good  faith  ia 
manifest  and  the  default  is  cured  when  dis- 
covered   189 

Sowing  tree  seeds  on  frozen  ground  partly 
covered  with  snow  can  not  be  acc-epted  as 
compliance  with  law,  especiallj'  where  it 
appears  that  the  work  might  have  been  done 
seasonably  and  in  good  order 289 

Planting  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  law 
is  compliance  with  its  requirements,  if  the 
land  has  been  properly  prepared 480 

Failure  to  secure  the  requisite  growth  of 
trees  does  not  call  for  cancellation  where 
such  result  is  not  due  to  negligence  in  plant- 
ing and  cultivation,  but  to  the  character  of 
tho  se^Mon.  and  seed  that  proved  defective.  488 

One  who  ban  complic^d  with  the  law.  sub- 
mitted proof  and  receivod  final  certificate, 
is  not  required  to  replant  where  the  trees 
are  subsequently  destroyed 586 

Timber  and  Stone  Act. 

Recognizes  the  right  of  preemption  on 
lands  chiefly  valuable  for  timber 7, 145 

Entry  ma<le  by  an  eroploy6  of  surveyor- 
general's  office  is  invalid  and  must  be  can- 
celed     98 

Does  not  authorize  entry  of  land  inoluded 
within  a  bona  fide  preSmption  claim,  and 
the  right  of  the  preemptor  is  not  limited 
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in  sach  case  to  the  particular  snbdiTision 
on  which  hia  improvements  are  situated. . .  liS 

Married  woman  in  the  State  of  California 
is  not  disqualified  to  make  entry  by  the  fact 
that  her  hnsband  has  made  an  entry  under 
the  act  and  paid  for  the  land  with  oommun* 
ity  money 371 

Timbered  land  that  is  fit  for  cultivation 
by  ordinary  agricultural  process,  when  the 
timber  is  removed,  is  not  subject  to  entry.  484 

CJntil  patent  issues  the  Department  may 
cancel  an  entry  on  sufficient  proof  that  the 
land  is  not  subject  to  such  appropiiation, 
or  that  the  entry  is  in  fraud  of  the  law. ...  484 

There  is  no  authority  for  the  submission 
of  proof,  uoder  an  application  to  purchase^ 
at  any  place  except  at  the  local  office 345 

The  departmental  regulation  requiring 
the  applicant  to  personally  examine  the  land 


Page, 
prior  to  application  is  within  the  intent  of 
the  act 50» 

Where  the  applicant  falsely  makes  oath  in 
his  preliminary  affidavit  that  he   has  exam- 
ined the  land  and  knows  {torn  his  personal 
knowledge  that  it  Is  of  the  character  cen-  • 
templated  by    the  act   the  right  of  pur- 
chase should  be  denied 59& 

Townsite. 

In  Okhthom%,  Ciroular  of  July  10. 1800 ....    24 
In  Oklahoma,  Ciroular  of  July  18,  1800, 
commuted  homestead 08 

Transferee. 

See  AlunaUon,  Final  Proof,  Practice  (sub- 
titles, IMiearing  and  Eeviwf). 

HVarrant. 

See  Scrip. 
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